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INTEODUCTION. 


The present work is chiefly an abridgment of the author^s 
' Fishes of India/ published in 1876-78. Several additions 
and alterations have been made, most of which were pub- 
lished in 1888, in a Supplement to the work just mentioned. 
The synonymy, having been already quoted in full, has not 
been repeated in these volumes, but under each species will 
be found a reference to the original specific description, and 
to the page in the ' Fishes of India ’ where full details are 
given. The illustrations in the present work are, with very 
few exceptions, copies of those in the ‘ Fishes of India.'’ 

The state of Dr. Day’s health has unfortunately prevented 
him from correcting the proofs of the present publication 
beyond the middle of the first volume, and it is probable 
that some mistakes or omissions may have escaped detection 
in consequence. The manuscript of the work had been 
prepared before the author’s health gave way; but some 
additional compression was required, and this the editor 
has carried out to the best of his ability. 


The limits of the area of which the freshwater fauna is here 



described Have been already defined in the Introduction to 
the volume of Mammals belonging to the same series ('’ The 
Fauna of British India ■’), and are those of British India 
and its dependenciesj such as Burma^ the Andaman and 
Nicobar Islands, Manipur, Nepal, Kashmir, Baluchistan, &c., 
together with Ceylon. The marine fishes included are all 
known to inhabit the seas around British India. 
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I. PI2TS. 

D. — Dorsal the fin or fins along the back. The nunierals following the letter 
in this and other fins indicate the number of fin-rays of Tarioos kinds. 
Numerals separated by a horizontal line signify variation in the 
number ; an oblique hne indicates a distinction into two different kinds 
of rays, the anterior being generally spines or imbranehed rays, the 
posterior branched rays ; a vertical hne implies that the numbers on 
the two sides of it refer to two distinct dorsal fins. The first number 
or numbers refer to anterior fins or rays. 

Thus D. 7-8 I 1/10-12 means that there are two dorsal fins, the first 
consisting of 7 or 8 rays all of one kind (probably spines), the second 
of one ray at the commencement, or anterior end, of the fin of one 
kind (spine), followed by from 10 to 12 rays of another kind (branched 
rays). 

A.— Anal : the fin (occasionally, but not often, more than one) along the 
lower border of the body behind the vent. This, like the dorsal, is 
often composed partly of unbranched rays or spines, partly of branched 
rays. 

0. — Caudal : the fin at the end of the tail. 

The above are known as vertical Jins 


— Pectoral fins, one on each side, inserted immediately behind the gill-open- 
ing. They are homologous with the fore limbs in other Yertebrata. 

Y. — Yentral fins, one on each side, very rarely united, inserted lower on 
the body than the pectoral fins, and known as abdominal if situated 
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behind the pectorals, ihoradG if ih&m, jugular if before them in 
position. The Tentrals correspond to the hind limbs of Batrachians, 
Beptiles, Birds, and Mammals. 

The Tentrals and pectorals are called or Jionsontal jins. 


II. OTHEB PAETS OP THE BODY. 

B.— Branchiostegal rays (see cut of Perch’s head on p. vii). Bony rays sup- 
porting the membrane within the giU-coTer that serves to close the 
gill-opening. They are attached to the lower portion of the hyoid arch. 

I;. 1. — Lateral line * a senes of perforated scales running along each side in 
most Teleostean fishes, and generally conspicuous. The numeral re- 
presents the number of scales in the lateral hue , two numerals with a 
horizontal line between represent the known extremes of variation: thus 
L. 1. 50-55 means that the number of scales on the lateral line is 
known to vary from fifty to fifty-five. 

L. r. — The number of transverse rows of scales between the head and caudal 
fin. When two numerals are given, thus 88/66, the first represents 
the number of scales above the lateral line, the second that below. 
When three numbers are given, as 50/48/45, the second figure enume- 
rate*? the scales on the lateral line, the first those above, and the third 
those below. 

L. tr. — The number of longitudinal rows of scales between the back and 
abdomen, usually counted, unless some other part of the side is specified, 
from the anterior end of the dorsal fin to the ventral. 

Cine. pyl. or 0. p — Pyloric cseca or pyloric appendages ; sacs attached to the 
duodenum. They may he seen, on opening a fish, just beyond the 
pyloric end of the stomach. 

Yert. — Yertebrae. The first numeral signifies abdominal, the second caudal 
vertebrae. Thus Vert 10/14 implies 10 abdominal vertebiae, 14 caudal. 
The abdominal vertebrae are those between the head and the point of 
suspension of the anal fin, the majority support ribs, and in none do the 
parapopbyses or processes, one attached low down on each side, unite 
below to form a haemal spine. The caudal vertebrae have a hsemal spine 
below corresponding to the neural spine above. 
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The terms applied to the head-bones are largely used in descriptions of 
Acanthopterygians. The accompanying woodcut, representing the skeleton of 
a Perch’s head, and copied from Ciiner and Yalenciennes’s great work on 
Pishes, shows the position and names of the principal bones affording generic 
and specific characters. 



/, frontal. 

turbinal. 
po, preorbital. 
iOj infraorbital ring. 
mxj maxillary, 
jpmxj premaxillary. 
m, mandible. 
df dentary bone. 


posttympanic. 
s, suprascapula. 

0, opercle. 
sOj subopercle. 

preopercle. 
lopi interopeicle. 
hr, branchiostegal rays. 


There are a few other words of frequent use in descriptions of Pishes that 
require explanation. 

I^seudohrancUm are a series of laminae attached, in many Teleostean fishes, to 
the inside of the gill-cover opposite the gills, and are the remains of a 
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gill ’which was functional during embryonic 'life. Whenever present, 
they may he detected by turning back the gill-cover. In Chondroptery- 
gian fishes the pseudobranchise are differently situated, within the 
spiracles. 

GilUrakers , — Horny processes on the inside of the branchial arches or bony 
supports to the gills. 

Lower pharyngeal hones . — The dwarfed fifth pair of branchial arches ; the 4 
anterior pairs hearing gills These bones of ten support teeth. 

Isthmm — The small space beneath the throat between the two gill-openings. 

Teeth . — There are several kinds of teeth in fishes. Those of the upper jaw are 
borne by the premaxillary hones, there being no teeth iii the maxillanes, 
the lower-jaw teeth are attached to the dentary bone of the mandible. 
Besides these, teeth (vomenne) are often found on the vomer situated in 
the middle of the roof of the mouth, articulating on each side in front 
with the maxillary bones, and behind on each side with the palatines, 
which also bear teeth in many fishes. Teeth likewise occur on other 
bones of the skull or hyoid apparatus, or on the tongue. Yilhform 
teeth are very fine conical teeth arranged in a band ; cardlform teeth 
are coarser or mixed with coarser teeth. 
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P. Till, 10 lines from top, read-~ 

Teeth ,— are several kinds of teeth m fishes. Those of the upper jaw are 
borne by the premaxillary bones, and somehme,^ hj the maiillaries 
though the latter are more commonly toothless , 
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PISCES 


Vebtebeatb aDimals adapted for an aquatic life, having their 
extremities modified into fiiis ; respiring, almost invariably, solely 
by means of gills * ; possessing a heart with only two (in one 
instance three) cavities, and being cold-blooded. They are scale- 
less, or partially or wholly scaled, the scales being sometimes in 
the form of osseous plates. 


Synopsis of Subclasses occurring in India, 

Skeleton cartilaginous. Skull without cranial sutures. Gills at- 
tached by their outer edges to the sMn, with a gill-opening 
intervening between every two gill-laminse. Conus arte- 
riosus contractile. Optic nerves not or only partially de- 
cussating. A spiral valve to intestines. 

1. CHONDROPTEEYGn. 

Skeleton osseous. Skull with cranial sutures. Yertebrse com- 
pletely separated, and the posterior extremity of the vertebral 
column bony, or having bony plates. Branchiae free, and the 
water discharged through a single aperture on each side, 
protected by a bony gill-cover or opercle ; branchiostegal rays 
present. A non-contractile bulbus arteriosus, having a pan 
of valves at its commencement. Optic nerves decussating. 

n. TELEOSTEL 

Skeleton membrano-cartilaginous and notochordal. Skull and 
brain absent. Pulsatmg sinuses present in place of a heart. 

m. LEPTOCABMI. 


* Certain fish, as the Ldhyrinthici and OphiocephalidtSi provided they are 
able to obtain direct access to atmospheric air, can live in water even with a 
bandage fastened round their gill-oovers, entirely preventing their gills being 
employed for respiratory purposes. Such a proceeding would, however, be 
fatal to the majority of fishes, thus showing that some forms possess means of 
depurating their blood which are not present in all. 



Subclass CEOraEOPTEEYGII. 

Skeleton cartilaginous ; no cranial sutures. Erom one to seven 
external gill-openings on each side ; the gills are attached by their 
outer edges to the skin, with a gill-opening intervening between 
each two laminae ; no gill-cover. Two or more series of valves at 
the conus arteriosus. The optic nerves, although united, do not 
decussate, or do so only slightly. Body with vertical and paired 
fins, the posterior pair abdominal ; caudal fin with an elongated 
upper lobe. Intestines with a spiral valve. Male sex with intro- 
mittent organs attached to the ventral fins. Ovaries containing 
large ova, which are fertilized, and sometimes likewise developed 
internally. Embryo with external deciduous gills. No air-bladder, 

^ This subclass includes the sharks, rays, and chimmras, and is 
divided into two orders, the second of which does not appear to 
have representatives in India. Geologically speaking, these fishes 
existed prior to the Teleosteans. 


Synopsis of Orders, 

Five to seven external gill-openings, 
and no cartilaginous gill-cover. 

Jaws distinct from the skull 1. PLAOIOSTOMATA, 

A single external gill-opening having a 
rudimentary cartilaginous gill- 
cover; four branchial clefts inside 
the ^11-cavity. Palatal and maxil- 
lary apparatus attached to the 
skull 


2. HOLOQEPHALA. 



Order I. PLAGIOSTOMATA. 

SjQ. BlcmwbramhiL 

Body more or less cylindrical or depressed ; the trunk may or 
may not pass^ gradually into the tail. IVom five to seven giU- 
openings, which may be lateral or inferior. Jaws distinct from 
the skull. 

This order has been subdivided as follows : — 

A. Trunk gradually passing into the 

tail. Gill-openings lateral . . Selachoidei or Sharks, 

B. Gni-openings inf erior. Pectoral 

fins largely developed and con- 
stituting a flat disk Batoidei or Skates and Bays. 

These fish are employed as food, and portions of them, especially 
the fins, are largely exported from the Indian to the Chinese 
markets. In China Dr. Cantor observed that the fins were not 
exclusively selected from the sharks, Selfiehoide% but equally 
from the rays, Batoidei. Among those examined at Pinang were 
found to be fins taken from fishes belonging to the following 
genera ; — Garcliarias, Zygcena, Stegostoma, Pristis, BhinohatuSf 
Trygon, and Myliohatis, Gelatine is obtained from the larger fins, 
glue from the smaller. All except the caudal fins are cut from 
the fish at the root, so as to leave as little flesh as possible. The 
root is dipped into wetted lime (Chunam) and then the fins are 
dried in the sun, and according to their value they are divided 
into two kinds, “ white’’ and black.” The white consist exclu- 
sively of the dorsal fins, which are on both sides of a uniform 
light colour, and expected to yield more gelatine than the other 
fins. The pectoral, ventral, and anal fins pass under the denomina- 
tion of black fims ; the colour, however, varies from buffi to grey or 
brown, and most of them are of two diffierent colours, the upper 
surface being dark and the lower light. The black fins of course 
are the most numerous, and supposed to yield a comparatively 
small quantity of gelatine. 


Suborder A. SELACHOIDEI. 

Body more or less cylindrical, the trunk gradually passing into 
the tail. Gill-openings lateral. The gills in these fishes are not 
situated in a common cavity but in separate sacs that do not 
communicate one with another. In those which possess five sacs 



the four anterior ones are lined in front with parallel rows of 
adherent gills, whilst in the fifth, these processes are found^ solely 
on its proximal side. Water taken in by the mouth for respiratory 
purposes passes backwards through the pharyngo-brancfial slits 
into these sacs, from whence it emerges by the external gill- 
openings or stigmata. The scapular arch, which is suspended to 
the front part of the vertebral column, divides these respiratory 
sacs from the abdominal cavity. Although opercular pieces are 
absent, cartilaginous rings are sometimes present surrounding the 
gill-openings. 

The size to which these fish attain is not an invariable index to 
their character, which is better shown by an examination of the 
teeth with which they are armed. Some powerful forms have 
small teeth, whilst the obtuse teeth of particular genera are more 
calculated for crushing shells and Crustacea than for waging war 
with other fishes. The scales are peculiar, being generally small 
papillas that have a coating of enamel : this, under the designation 
of shagreen, is sometimes employed in certain trades, as for covering 
small boxes or the scabbards of swords, or even for smoothing down 
wood. The tail-fin is flexible and of great power, terminating 
much like the blade of an oar, and giving the bearer great facilities 
in pursuit; when seizing their prey, if it is large, sharks generally 
turn on one side. 

When breeding, a congress takes place between the sexes, the 
arrangement of the sexual organs being somewhat similar to what 
obtains among the higher vertebrates. The male organs are com- 
pact, placed far forwards in the abdominal cavity, while attached 
to the ventral fins are claspers which have intromittent functions. 
In the females, different parts of the oviduct may be functionally 
modified, for although the ova are fertilized within this oviduct, 
the development of the young is not invariably carried out on the 
same plan, some being perfected prior to extrusion, while in others 
the ovum is encased in a horny covering and so deposited in the 
sea. In such forms as produce their young alive, a modified 
placenta exists. 

Geogra^hwal Distribution. Sharks are spread throughout the seas 
and estuaries of cold, temperate, and tropical regions, being most 
numerous in the last ; and some ascend rivers even far beyond tbe 
influence of the tides *. They are common along the coasts of 
India, and some species have a wide range, although they do not 
appear to descend to any great depth. They seem to scent blood 
or offal from long distances, but their carrying off human prey is 


* Not only sharks but saw-fishes occasionally reside in pieces of fresh water 
when the communication with the sea has been cut off. Professor Meyer 
( Nature/ Dec. 30, 1875) remarked on this subject that “ an accurate comparison 
(totween marine and freshwater forms) showed no diflferenoe at dL and 
therefore the changed conditions seem to have had no influence on the external 
features of the species.” 



not of frequent occurrence. Among the most savage species are 
the ground-sharks of the rivers, as Garcharias gangeticus^ which 
seldom loses an opportunity of attacking the bather. The Gaho- 
eerdo rayneri is likewise greatly dreaded along the coast or in the 
harbours. Though stationed several years at Cochin, I could only 
ascertain a single instance of a living human being having been 
caiTied off by these fishes, and Col. Tickell mentions that while in 
Burma for many years he only heard of one such case. The most 
frequent accidents occurring are after the fish has been hooked 
and lifted into the fisherman’s boat, or else while entangled in a 
net when attempts are made to seize it or cut it adrift. Corpses 
are almost immediately eaten by sharks, while it may be said in 
their favour that they devour the poisonous sea-snakes (Hydro- 
phidcs). 

Along the coast of Sind, as at Eurrachee, there are considerable 
shark-fisheries, one form, the Mhor, being harpooned while basking 
on the surface, and Dr. Buist observed in 1850 that this species was 
often captured 40 and sometimes 60 feet in length. The largest 
shark I saw there in 1870 was about 20 feet long, but I was told 
that others up to 30 feet had been recently taken. Here sharks are 
likewise netted, the nets being a quarter of a mile or more in length, 
constructed of strong twine and having a six-inch mesh; floats of 
light wood are affixed along the upper line, while the lower edge 
of the net is weighted by stones. These nets are sunk in deep 
water (from 80 to 150 feet) and well out to sea, where they remain 
until the following day ; they are set two or three times a week 
according to the weather and local circumstances. Small sharks 
are eaten by the lower classes, and their flesh is considered along 
the Malabar coast as very nourishing food for mothers after child- 
birth, while in Bombay they are largely purchased by the African 
sailors. 

The fins of the sharks are removed and dried in the sun. Strips 
of flesh are also salted as food, and the livers boiled down for the 
oil they contain. Bins of sharks and rays, along with fish-maws 
or fish-sounds, were exported from Eurrachee to Bombay during 
the 5 years ending 1872-73 to the declared annual average value 
of about ,£7415 ; from Bombay they were re-exported to China. 
Some forms of large sharks, as Galeooerdo^ which have the edges of 
their broad teeth sharp or coarsely serrated, cannot be captured by 
nets, as they at once cut their way out. But nets are suitable 
for such species as possess conical teeth ; these last may likewise 
be taken by baited hooks attached to cords composed of many 
strands, through which the teeth penetrate but do not cut. 

Burther down the Western coast, as at Calicut, medicinal fish- 
liver oil of an excellent quality was formerly manufactured, a 
small factory for this purpose having been constructed at that 
station in 1854, and the livers of sharfe and saw-fishes were pur- 
chased from the fishermen. The abundance or paucity of these 
fishes evidently depended to a very great extent upon whether 
sardines were or were not present, for these latter forms of Ck- 



peidcB are very capricious, sometimes forsaking the coast for several 
successive years, and then as suddenly reappearing in countless 
millions (see Glwpea longicq>s). No livers under 401b. weight 
were accepted at the factory, as the larger ones gave propor- 
tionally a greater amount of oil than the smaller ones ; sometimes 
livers of a great size were purchased. One weighed 2901b., and 
another from a female saw-fish 14 feet long 185 lb. 

The division Selachoidei among the Plagiostomata has been 
further subdivided into nine families, the following only of which 
have as yet been recorded from the seas of India : — 

I. A nictitating membrane to eye ; two dorsals and 

an anal fin Carchariidae. 

11. No nictitating membrane to eye ; two dorsals and 
an ^ anal fin; nostrils not confluent with mouthy 
which last is inferior. Spiracles absent or minute . Lamnidse. 

III. No nictitating membrane to eye ; two dorsals and 
an anal fin. Mouth near the extremity of the 

snout. Teeth small and conical Rhinodontidse. 

IV. No nictitating membrane to eye ; only one dorsal 

and an pal fin Notidanidse. 

V. No nictitalang membrane to eye ; two dorsals and 
an anal fin. Mouth inferior. Teeth small, several 
rows being generally in use at the same time . , . , Scylliidse, 


Family 1. CARCHAEIIDiE. 

Tlie snout may be produced longitudinally or laterally. Spiracles 
absent or present. Eye with a nictitating membrane. A small 
pit may or may not exist above the root of the tail, and a groove 
at the angle of _ the mouth may be present or absent. Mouth 
crescentic, inferior. The teeth may be erect or oblique, with a single 
cusp, having smooth or serrated edges; or they may be small 
the cusps being obsolete; or with one central and one or two 
lateral cusps. The first dorsal fin, destitute of a spine, is placed 
opposite the interspace between the pectoral and ventral; anal 
fin present. ' 


m(Mt abundant species of this family ^ong the coasts of 
Indm undoubteffly otb such as belong to the genus Garcharias, 

destructive to herrings and other 
Sts wwi, 1 ,^* i>een observed that one of the remarkable 
^ults which has followed the construction of the Suez Canal has 
been the mtroduetion into the Mediterranean sea of sharks, which 
were formerly almost unknown there. 

The number of species of this family found in the Eed Sea bv 

‘S^opsis derEischedes EotheJ 
XVleeres in lo/l, was as follows 6, 1, Galeo- 

^rdo 2, Dirrhzodon 1, which does not show that these fishes are a 
large element in the fish-fauna. As, however, the more open InTan 
Ocean is reached, the number of these destructive fisLs largely 
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increases, and innumerable young swarm along the shores, while 
they are exceedingly numerous off the low coast and muddy seas of 
Burma. In fact I shall have to describe double the number of 
forms given by Klunzinger : Carchanas 17, Hemigakus 1, Gaho- 
cerdo 2, 


jSgnopsis of Genera, 

First group. Caechabiina. 

Snout produced longitudinally. Teeth erect or oblique, with a single 
cusp, which has smooth or serrated edges. A pit at the base of 
the caudal ffn. 


No spiracles 1. Oaechaeias. 

Spiracles small Distinct labial folds. Teeth ser- 
rated or notched in the upper jaw. Caudal 
fin with a single notch 2. Hemigaletjs. 

Spiracles small. Teeth serrated in both jaws. Caudal 

fin with a double notch . 3. Galeoceedo. 


Second group. Ztojeniea. 

Head produced laterally into the shape of a hammer. Nostrils on front 
edge of head. Teeth oblique, with a single cusp, having sharp 
smooth edges. A pit at the base of the caudal fin. 

Spiracles absent 4. Zygmna. 


Third group. Mustelie-a. 

Teeth small, obtuse, or having a central and one or two smaller 
laterd cusps. 

Spiracles small; labial folds well developed. Teeth 


obtuse. No pit at base of the caudal nn 5. Mtjstelus. 

No spiracles. A pit at base of the caudal fin, . 6. TEiiENonoN', 


First group. CAECHAEIINA. 

1. Genus CARCHAEIAS, Mliller & Henle, 

Syn. Scoliodonj Aprion or ApHnodon, Thysodon, Hypoprimi^ Fnonodovif 
Miiller & Henle ; Frimace, Cantor ; Eulamia, Isogo^nphodon, Lamiopsis, 
Flatypodon, Bjypoprionodon^ Isoplagiodon^ and Cynoeephalus, Gill. 

No spiracles. A pit before the root of the caudal fin. Snout 
longitudinally produced. Mouth crescentic or angular ; the labial 
fold or groove rarely extends beyond the angle of the mouth. 
Teeth erect or oblique, with a sharp more or less compressed cusp, 
sometimes triangular, the edges of which may be serrated or 
smooth*. The first dorsal &i, destitute of a spine, is placed 


* In some forms these characters alter considerably with age. 
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opposite the interspace between the pectoral and ventral ; caudal 
with a distinct lower lobe. 

Eespecfcing the colours in these fishes, I have obs^ved that 
black spots or marks on the fins frequently^ ^become famter in 
examples which have been preserved some time in spirit, more 
especially if they have been removed from the alcohol and per- 
mitted to dry. -1 ^ j 

The fishes constituting this large and widely distributed genus 
have been subdivided by some authors into several genera, by 
others into the like number of subgenera or divisions, which latter 
is the course that I have adopted. 


Synopsis of Indian Species* 


A. Teeth with smooth edges; all oblique 

and without swollen bases. (ScoUodon.) 
Pectoral fin not reaching to below dorsal ; 
length of base of anal nearly equalling 
its distance ficom the ventral; second 
dorsal posterior to base of anal. Groove 
at angle of mouth not extending on to 

the upper jaw ;*.•••• 

Pectoral fin reaching to below origin of 
dorsal; length of base of anal nearly 
equalling half its distance from the 
ventral j second dorsal over end of base 
of anal. Groove at angle of mouth not 

extending on to the upper jaw 

A well-marked groove at the angle of the 
mouth extendmga short distance along 
both jaws 

B. Teeth with smooth edges ; those in the 

centre of the lower jaw smaller than 
those at the side, the latter swollen at 
their bases and having an oblique and 
narrow cusp. Upper teeth flat and 
oblique. (Physodon,) 

Snout elongated ; end of base of first 
dorsal above origin of ventral ; second 
dorsal small and posterior to the base 
of anal 

O. Teeth with smooth edges ; all narrow and 
standing on a broad base, the upper 
erect or slightly oblique; the lower 
erect. (Aprionodon.) 

Second dora^ as large as the anal and nearly 
equal in size to the first dorsal. Nostm 
with a distinct valve inferiorly. Teeth 

27-29 

27-29 ' * 

D, Teeth with smooth edg^s, except the 
bases of the upper ones, which are 
serrated. (Sypopnon^ 

Snout pointed. The bases of the teeth in 
the upper jaw serrated on both sides . . 


1, C* laticaudus^ p. 9, 


2. C. amtns, p. 10. 


3. C. walbeehmi, p. 10. 


4. C. p. 11. 


6. C. amtidensj p. 11. 


6. 0, macloti, p. 12, 
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Snout rounded. Only the outer sides of the 
bases of the upper teeth serrated .... 7. C. hemiodon^ p. 12. 

E. Some or all of the teeth serrated both 
on their bases and on their cusps. 

(I¥ionodon.') 

Teeth in both jaws serrated. Second dorsal 

much shorter than anal 8. C. sormhj p. 12. 

Teeth m both j aws serrated. Second dorsal 
not much smaller than the anal. Fins 

darkish with light edges 9. C, dussumieri, p. 13. 

Snout obtuse. Teeth in both jaws serrated. 10. C. 

Teeth in both jaws serrated. All the fins 

black-edged 11. C, melanoptenis^ p. 14. 

Fins, except the first dorsal, with black ex- 
tremities 12. C hleekerif p. 15. 

Teeth coarsely serrated in upper jaw j awl- 
shaped in lower, some with a basal 

cusp 13. C. elliotij p. 15. 

Upper teeth serrated. Second dorsal oppo- 
/ site to but larger than the anal. A black 

/ spot on the second dorsal 14. C. murrayi, p. 16. 

Upper teeth serrated. Second dorsal oppo- 
site the anal. A black spot on second 

dorsal 15. C. menisorrah^ p. 16. 

Upper teeth serrated and on rather a broad 
base ,* lower more slender. Ends of some 

of the fins black 16. C. Umhatus, p. 17, 

Teeth in both jaws slender, and fi:om thirty- 

six to forty in number 17. (7. femmincMi, p. 17. 

1. (1.) Carcharias laticaudns, (Fig. 1.) 

Oarcharias (Scoliodon) laticaudus, Mull, HenUj Flagios, p. 28, 
t. viii. 

Carcharias laticaudus, Bay^ Fish, India, p. 712, pi. clxxxviii, fig. 1 
(see synonymy). 

Ban^da-me, Sind, ; Nulhan sorrah and Falah sorrah, Tel. 

Length of preoral portion of snout exceeding the width of the 
mouth by one fifth, and equal to or slightly more than the distance 



Fig. 1 . — Carcharias laticaudus. 


between the eye and the first gill-opening (longer in the imma- 
ture) ; the groove at the angle of the mouth scarcely extends on to 
the upper jaw. N ostiils very much nearer to the mouth than to the 
end of snout. Teeth — those in upper jaw rather oblique, not swollen 
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at their bases : those in the lower jaw very oblique, especially near 
the symphysis : none are serrated. Fins — ^the length of the base of 
the anal fin is nearly or quite equal to its distance from the ventral : 
the pectoral does not extend so far as to below the origin of the 
dorsal ; its posterior edge is nearly straight, its internal edge one 
third of the length of its outer margin. The length of the caudal 
fin is contained 3| to 4 times in the total length, but is rather 
more in adults than in immature specimens. Colour — ^uniform grey 
superiorly, white beneath : the pectoral of a deep grey, having a 
white outer edge, as have also the ventral and anal ; posterior portion 
of caudal fin dark grey or nearly black. 

Hah, Seas of India to the Malay Archipelago and beyond. This 
species attains to at least two feet in length. 


2. (2.) Carcharias acutus. 

Carcharias acutus, MppeUy N, W, Msche, p. 65, t. xviii, f. 4 ; Day, 
Fish, Indiay p. 712, pL clxxxiv, fig. 3 (see synon.), 

Fiirrooway sorrahj Tam. ; Pari sorrah, Malj Sem son'ahy Tel. 

Len^h of preoral portion of snout one fourth longer than the 
gape of the mouth, and equal to or slightly less than the distance 
between the eye and the gill-opening : a groove at the angle of the 
mouth not, or but slightly, extending on to the upper jaw. 

I^ostrils nearer to mouth than to the end of the snout. Teeth 

the upper and lower ones oblique, without swollen bases and none 
serrated. Fins — the length of the base of the anal fin is one half 
its distance from the ventral or less ; the pectoral extends to at 
least below the origin of the dorsal, its posterior edge is concave, 
and its internal edge about two fifths the length of its outer : 
second dorsal small, situated over the posterior half of the anal! 
Length of caudal fin contained about to 3| times in the total 
length. CoZowr— grey or bronze above, white below : fins grey, 
the posterior edge of pectoral, outer e^es of ventral, anal, and 
posterior half of caudal, white; upper edge of caudal dark, as 
IS also its posterior lobe. 

Hah, Bed Sea, seas of India to the Malay Archipelago, and 
beyond ; Said to attain to a considerable size. 


3. (3.) Carcharias walbeehmi. 

Oarchan^ (Scoliodon) walbeehmi, Bleeher, Nat, Tyds, Ned, Ind. 

X, p. oDo. 

%• 2 

Fi-dahy Andamanese, 


Lragth of the preoral portion of the snout exceeding the width 
of the month by nearly one third, and equalling the distance 
between the eye and the second gill-opening. A well-marked 
g^ove at the angle of the mouth eltenJng ol to the upp^ £ 
and along a portion of the mandible. Nost)^ rather nearS to the 
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mouth than to the end of the snout, the distance between the 
outer edges of the nostrils equal to the extent between them and 
the end of the snout. Teeth — oblique and flat in both jaws, 
without any serration. Fins — ^the pectoral extends to nearly 
beneath the middle of the first dorsal fin, it has its posterior edge 
rather concave, and its inner edge equals one third of the length of 
its outer; second dorsal rather small, with its posterior lobe 
produced, it is situated over the last half of the anal. Length of 
the base of the anal equal to two fifths of its distance from the 
base of the ventral : caudal fin 3| times in the total length. 
GohuT — light brown superiorly, becoming dull white beneath. 
Tins grey and mostly with light outer edges. 

Hah, Seas of India to the Malay Archipelago and Japan. 

4. (4.) Carcharias miilleri. 

Carcharias miilleri, ( Vdenciemiei) Mud, ^ HmUf Plagios, p. 30, t. xix, 
f. 1 (teeth) ; Bay, Fish, India, p. 713 (see synon.). 

Snout elongated and pointed. Nostrils nearer to the angle of the 
mouth than to the end of the snout. Mouth nearly as long as 
wide. Fins — the end of the base of the first dorsal situated 
opposite the origin of the ventral ; second dorsal veiy small and 
commencing above the last third of the base of the anal. Pectoral 
extending to below the origin of the first dorsal. Golour — brownish, 
becoming lighter beneath ; fins a little darker. 

Hah, Bengal. 


5. (5.) Carcharias acntidens. 

Carcharias acutidens, Ruppell, N, W, Fische, p. 65, t. xviii, fig. 3 ; 

Bay, Fish, India, p. 713, pi. clxxxix, fig. 1 (see synon.). 

Snout obtuse and rounded, the length of its preoral portion 
equal to two thirds of the width of the mouth and much less than 
the distance between the eye and the first gill-opening. Nostrils 
rather nearer mouth than to the end of the snout. A very short 
groove at the angle of the mouth ’not extending on to the upper 
jaw. Eye small. Gill-openings much wider than the orbit. 
Teeth those in both jaws rather slender, erect or oblique, 

and with the bases rather swollen ; none serrated. Fi^is — ^the base 
of the first dorsal situated midway between the inner angle of the 
pectoral and the commencement of the ventral; second dorsal 
nearly as large as the first, rather larger than the anal and situated 
above it. Caudal fin 4| in the total length. Pectoral falciform, its 
inner edge two sevenths the length of its outer, it reaches to 
beneath the middle of the base of the first dorsal. Golmr — of a 
dull reddish brown, becoming lightest on the sides and beneath. 

Hah, Eed Sea, coasts of Sind and the Indian Ocean, attaining 
at least to six feet in length. 


* Twenty-seven to twenty-nine teeth in each jaw. 
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6. (6.) Carcharias macloti. 

Carcharias (Hypoprion) macloti, Mull. 8f Henle^ Flagios. p* 34, t. x. 

Carcharias macloti^ Baiy^ Fish India^ p. 713, pL clxxxviii, fig, 2 
(see synon.) 

Fala sorrah and JSon'ah Kowak, Tel. 

Length of the preoral portion of the snout exceeding the width 
of the mouth by one third, and equalling the distance between the 
eye and the second gill-opening. A short ^oove at the angle of 
the mouth, not extending on to the upper jaw. Ifostrils nearer 
to the opening of the mouth than to the end of the snout. Teeth 
— ^the bases of those in the upper jaw denticulated on both sides ; 
those in the lower jaw erect, with smooth edges and a broad base. 
Fins — ^the length of the base of the anal is equal to about twice its 
distance from the origin of the ventral ; the pectoral extends to 
nearly below the hind edge of the first dorsal, its posterior margin 
is rather concave, its internal equals about one third of the length 
of its outer edge ; caudal to 3| in the total length. Colour — 
grey or brown, becoming dull w’hite beneath ; the fins grey, the 
caudal nearly black in its posterior half ; outer half of first dorsal 
dark ; pectoral and ventral with a light edge. 

Eab, Seas of India to IN'ew Guinea. 


7. (7.) Carcharias hemiodon. 

Carcharias (Hypoprion) hemiodon, (Val.) Mull ^ Benle. Flaqios. 
p. 36, t. xix, f. 2 (teeth). 

Carcharias hemiodon, Bay^ Fisk India^ p. 714 (see synon.). 

Ngamdn ngheppyauj Burmese. 

Snout obtusely rounded; the distance between the end of the 
snout and the mouth equals the interspace between the outer 
angles of the nostrils. No groove at the angle of the mouth. 
Teeth— m the upper jaw oblique, with the outer side of their bases 
serrated. Mns—the pectoral reaches to below the middle of the 
first dorsal ; the second dorsal commences opposite to or rather 
behind the origin of the base of the anal. Caudal fin 44 in the 
total length. Golowr—gnej, becoming lighter beneath. 

Sab. Seas of India, ascending rivers, as the Hooghly at Cal- 


8. (8.) Carcharias sorrah. 

CMc^rias (Prionodon) sorrah, (Fal.) MuU. Senk, Plagios. p. 45, 

1 (seo 


portion of the snout about equal to the 

between the 

moutT^ Tflf groove at the angle of the 

mouth. Nostnls about midway between end of snout aid mouth. 

mnorc T.o+'Uo.w J.T _ OK 


Gill-openings rather wider than the orbit. 


Teeth ||, those in the 
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upper jaw oblique, serrated, and with a toothed notch on their 
outer edge ; those in lower jaw a little oblique, rather narrow, 
situated on a broad base and serrated. Fins — ^pectoral falciform, 
extending to beneath the hind third of the base of the first dorsal 
fin, its internal margin equalling about one fourth or two sevenths 
of its outer. Origin of first dorsal slightly posterior to the base of 
the pectoral, and not extending to above the ventral. The second 
dorsal smaller than and slightly posterior to the origin of the anal, 
the latter rather nearer the caudal than the ventral. Caudal fin 
3J in the total length. Golour — dull brown superiorly, and 
whitish beneath ; fins grey, lower caudal lobe and pectorals with 
black extremities. 

Sab, Seas of India to the Malay Archipelago. 

• 9. (9.) Carcharias dussnmieri. 

Oarcharias (Prionodou) dussumieri, (Valendenms) Mull, ^ Senle, 
Plagios, p. 47, t. xix, f. 8. 

Oarcharias dussumieri, Fay, Fish, India^ p. 714, pi. clxxxvii, fig. 2 
(see synon.) 

Choti Timsij Marathi. 

Length of the preoral portion of the snout very slightly exceed- 
ing the width of the- mouth, and equalling the distance between 
the eye and the first gill-opening. A very short groove at the 
angle of the mouth, only slightly extending on to the upper jaw. 
Nostrils nearer the opening of the mouth than to the end of the 

snout, G-ill-openings wider than the orbit. Teeth those of 
the upper jaw oblique and serrated, having a notch on the outer 
side ; those in the mandibles smaller, oblique, narrow, serrated, and 
with a broad base. Fins — ^pectoral extends to opposite the hind 
edge of the base of the first dorsal, its posterior margin is slightly 
concave, its internal margin equals two fifths of the length of its 
outer edge. Origin of the first dorsal a very slight distance behind 
the base of the pectoral, and its base not extending to above the 
ventral. The second dorsal slightly smaller than the anal. The 
length of the caudal about 4 in the total length. Gohnr — grey 
or dull brown, becoming white beneath ; fins grey with white 
outer edges ; upper two thirds of second dorsal blackish. 

Sab, Seas of India to the Malay Archipelago. 

10. (10.) Oarcharias gangeticus. 

Oarcharias (Prionodon) gangeticus, Mull, Senh^ Flagios, p. 89, 
t. ziii. 

Oarcharias gangeticus, Doy, Fish, India, p. 715, pi. clxxxvii, fig. 1 
(see synon.) 

Mundah magur, Ooriah ; Nga man goung wyn, Burmese. 

Length of the preoral portion of the snout only two thirds of 
the width of the mouth, and equalling half of the interspace between 
the eye and the middle gill-opening ; a very slight groove at the 
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angle of the mouth, Nostrils in the front half of the distance 
between the end of the snout and the mouth. GUll-openings wider 
than the orbit. twenty-seven to thirty in each jaw, all 

serrated; the upper almost triangular, their outer edge with a 
notch, very distinct in the immature, but becoming almost lost 
with age ; those in the lower jaw narrow, erect, and having broad 
bases. Mm — pectoral elongated, falciform, and extending to 
beneath the middle of the first dorsal ; its internal margin f of 
the length of its outer. Origin of the first dorsal slightly posterior 
to the hind edge of the base of the pectoral, its base not extending 
to above the ventral. The second dorsal of about the same size as 
the anal, the latter nearer to the caudal than to the ventral. Length 
of the caudal 3i in the total length. small fmdi with rough 

edges ; they are hardly above hdf the size of those in (7. melanoj^- 
term. Colour — grey superiorly, becoming dull white beneath. 
Pins grey, the pectoral, ventral, and anal with white edges ; pos- 
terior portion of caudal rather dark. 

Hah, Seas of India to Japan, ascending rivers to above tidal 
influence. It is the commonest form along the Bui’mese coasts and 
attains at least nine feet in length. 

This is one of the most ferocious among Indian sharks, and 
frequently attacks bathers even in the Hooghly at Calcutta, where 
it is so dreaded that a reward is offered for its destruction. 

11. (11.) Carcharias melanopterus. 

Carcharias (Prionodon) melanopterus, Quoy ^ Gaimard^ Voy. Vranie 
^ Physmenne, Zool p. 194, pi. 43. 

Carcharias melanopterus, Day, Fish, India, p. 715, pi. clxxxv, fig, 3 
(see synon.) 

Caved sorrah, Nella vehal sorrdh, Haman sorrah, Mukhan sorrah, Boha 
sorrdh, and Ran sorrah, Tel. ; Ngdman toungm^, Axracan ; Hunyur, 
Chittagong. 

Length of the preoral portion of the snout two thirds the width 
of the mouth and considerably less than the distance between the 
eye and the first gill-opening ; a very short groove at the angle of 
the jaws. Nostrils nearer to the extremity of the snout than to 
the end of the mouth. Snout rounded and very obtuse. Teeth 
the upper broad, flattened, oblique, with a vehy slight 
notch or rather concavity on the outer side and serrated; the 
lower much narrower, pointed, on a broad base and also serrated, 
these serrations being generally minute, sometimes only on one 
side of the tooth, and occasionally wanting, especially in the lower 
jaw. Fins — pectoral falciform, extending to beneath the middle 
or even hind edge of the base of the dorsal, its outer edge three 
times as long as its inner one. Base of first dorsal a little nearer 
the pectoral than its posterior end is to the ventral. Second 
dors^ opposite and similar to the anal. Length of caudal 3| to 4| 
in the total length. Beales — comparatively large, lineated, but with 
almost smooth edges. Colour — browm or bluish grey superiorly, 
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fading to dull white beneath ; ends of all the fins deep black. Iris 
grey, stained darker^ superiorly. It may be remarked, as showing 
the size to which this species attoins, that the liver of one at the 
Grovernment fish-oil factory at Calicut weighed 270 lb. 

Edb, Seas of India to the Malay Archipelago, and beyond. 
This form is very common. 


12. (12.) Carcharias bleekeri. 

Oarcharias (Prionodon) bleekeri, JDumSnlf Hut, Nat, Foiss. i, p. 367. 

Carcharias bleekeri, Day, Msh. India, p. 715 (see synon.). 

Length of the preoral portion of the snout eq^ual to the width of 
the mouth. Nostrils midway between the end of the snout and 
the mouth. Teeth the upper triangular with a slightly notched 
outer border; the lower nearly erect, narrow, and on a broad base. 
Fbis — ^the dorsal commences a short distance behind the angle of 
the pectoral ; second dorsal opposite to, nearly as long as, but lower 
than the anal, and elongated posteriorly. Pectoral with its npi^er 
edge to 5 times as long as its lower ; caudal one fourth of the 
total length. Colour — a deep black spot at the lower edge of the 
end of the pectoral fin ; a second at the end of the inferior lobe of 
the caudal ; no black spot on the first dorsal. 

Hah* East coast of Africa, seas of India. 

13. (13.) Carcharias eUioti. 

Oarcharias eUioti, Bay, Fuh, India, p. 716, pi. clxzxix, fig. 2. 

Buducan or Adugii-pal sonah, Tamil ; Fal sorn'dh, Tel. 

Length of the preoral portion of the snout equal to the width of 
the mouth. A well-developed labial groove along the outer side of 
the maxilla, and a slight one on the mandible. Eyes rather small. 
Nostrils rather nearer to the mouth than to the end of the snout. 
Grill-openings much wider than the orbit. Teeth the upper 
nearly triangular without any notch or basal enlargement, very 
coarsely serrated on both edges ; those in the mandible obliquely 
erect, awl-shaped, becoming smaller and more triangular at the 
angle of the mouth ; the awl-shaped ones have a cusp at either side 
of the base, below which the outer edge has a few serrations ; the 
external triangular ones are serrated externally. Mm — ^the first 
dorsal commences just behind the root of the pectoral, its base 
being nearer to it than to the ventral ; second dorsal smaller than 
the first, but larger than the anal, before which it commences. 
Pectoral Mciform, its internal margin ^ the length of its outer, 
the fin reaches to beneath the end of the base of the dorsal. 
Anal below the last two thirds of the second dorsal. Caudal 
3| in the total length. Colour — grey superiorly, becoming nearly 
white beneath, 

Hal. Seas of India, At Kurrachee it is not uncommon. 
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14. (14.) Carcharias murrayi. 

Oaicliarias murra;jji, Gunther, A, M, N, JEL. (5) xi, p. 137 (1883J } 
Day, Fish, India, Supplement, 1888, p. 809. 

Snout short and obtuse 5 the distance between the mouth and the 
end of the snout being less than that between the inner angles of 
the nostrils. Nostrils nearly midway between the end of the snout 
and the mouth. Teeth— m the upper jaw of moderate size, the 
anterior equilateral, rather longer than broad, those on the side 
oblique with the posterior edge concave and both edges finely 
serrated; twenty-nine rows in the lower jaw, lanceolate, their 
edges smooth, with a broad base, two-rooted, and some with an 
additional minute lobe. Fins — ^fost dorsal commences opposite 
the axil of the pectoral ; the second only one third the size of the 
first, but conspicuously larger than the anal, which is small. Origin 
of anal behind that of the second dorsal. Pectoral large, exceeding 
the distance between the first gill-opening and the end of the snout ; 
the length of its hind margin only one fourth of that of its outer. 
Caudal of moderate length, rather longer than the distance between 
the two dorsal fins. Colou/r — ^uniform, top of first dorsal appears 
to have been black. 

Hah, Kurrachee, where an example 6 feet 8 inches long was 
captured. The specimen, which is in the British Museum, is stuffed 
and not in a very good condition; it seems only to differ from 
0, ellioti in the size of the second dorsal and anal fins. 


15. (15.) Carcharias menisorrah. 

Carcharias (Prionodon) menisorrah, (Val) Mull ^ Henle, Flagios 
p. 46, t. xvii. 

Carcharias menisorrah, Bay, Fish, India, p. 716, pi. clxxxiv, fiff 1 
(see synon.) 

Karamoottee som'ah and Ciga sorrah, Tel.; Hga man nee, Aixacan. 


Preoral portion of snout nearly or quite as long as the mouth is 
wide ; the width of the head equals the distance from the angle of 
the mouth to the end of the snout. A very small groove at the 
angle of the mouth extending a short distance on to the upper jaw. 
iZW^twenty-eightin the upper jaw ; they are oblique, triangular" 
notched externally, and serrated in the whole extent of their euspa • 
lower teeth erect, slender, lanceolate, not serrated, and having broad 
^es. Ji^peetoral not so long as head, one fifth longer than 
broad at its extremity, it is scarcely emarginate, its inner raarsin 
equals about half the length of the outer; base of the second 
dorsal shghtiy more than half of that of the first dorsal, it is 
opposite, and dmost as large as the anal. Posterior end of the 
dors^ & at the same Stance from the ventrals as its anterior 

pectoral. Upper edge of the caudal 
^ost sWht, Its lOTgth being shghtly more than the interval 
between its base and the origin of the ventral. Oolow—grej above 
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white below ; upper half of the second dorsal generally deep 
black. 

Hah. Eed Sea to the Malay Archipelago. Attains twelve feet 
or more in length. 

16. (16.) Carcliarias limbatns. 

Carcharias (Prionodon) limbatus, MulL (J* Henle^ Plagios p. 49, t. xix, 
f. 9 (teeth). 

Carcharias limbatus, Fish. India^ p. 716, pi. clxxsiv, fig. 2 

(see synon.). 

Length of preoral portion of the snout about equal to the 
width of the mouth, and slightly less than the distance between the 
eye and the first gill-opening ; a short groove at the angle of the 
mouth scarcely extending on to the upper jaw. —small; gill- 
openings about twice the size of the eye. Teeth — erect, somewhat 
constricted above the base, which is broad, the upper teeth broader 
than the lower, although all are of somewhat similar shape, and 
serrated, but most distinctly in the upper jaw ; in the young the 
teeth in the mandibles usually appear to have smooth edges, but 
under the microscope the rudiments of serrations are perceptible. 
Fi7is — the length of the base of the anal is equal to about two thirds 
of its distance from the base of the ventral ; the pectoral extends 
to below or even to beyond the hind edge of the dorsal fi.n ; the 
posterior edge is slightly concave ; the internal edge is A to ^ the 
width of the outer. Dorsal commences over the inner angle of the 
base of the pectoral ; second dorsal arises above or slightly pos- 
terior to the origin of the anal, than which it is somewhat smaller. 
Caudal 83 to in the total length. Colour — gi'ey superiorly, 
becoming white on the sides and beneath. Pins dark grey ; in the 
immature the outer extremity of pectoral, lobe of caudal, and the 
margins of the fins dark black; ventral and anal white-edged. 
As age advances, the second dorsal becomes black-tipped and the 
anal has a darker edge. 

Hah. This shark is very common along the sea- coasts of India, and 
appears to frequent the tropic^al parts of the Atlantic, and of the 
Pacific coast of Central America, and to extend throughout the 
Indian Ocean. It attains at least six feet in length. 

17. (17.) Carcharias temmincMi. 

Carcharias (Prionodon') temminckii, MuU. (§* Henle, Plagios. p. 48, 
t. xviii. 

Carchaiias temminckii, Dag, Fish. Lidia, p. 717 (see sjmon.). 

Length of the preoral portion of the snout about four fifths the 
width of the mouth. IS'ostrils nearer to the mouth than to the end 
of the snout. Teeth upper rather narrow’ with a-broad base, 
erect and serrated ; the lower erect, entire, awi-shaped ; the teeth 
near the outer angle of the jaws very small. Fbis — first dorsal 
inserted midway between the roots of the pectoral and ventral fins ; 
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pectoral with its upper edge nearly three times the width of the 
lower. Second dorsal opposite anal, and nearly as large as the 
first. Colour — uniform. 

Hah, Seas of India. 

2. G-enus HEMIGALETJS, Bleaker. 

Syn. Ch(Bnogaleus, Gill. 

Spiracles minute and behind the eye. Nictitating membrane 
present. A pit before the root of the caudal fin both above and 
below. Snout longitudinally produced. Mouth crescentic, with 
labial folds. Teeth in the upper jaw denticulated, not so in the 
lower. The first dorsal fin, which is destitute of a spine, is placed 
opposite the interspace between the pectoral and ventral ; caudal 
with a single notch. 

These fishes have been di\dded from Carcharias on account of 
the existence of a rudimentary spiracle behind the eye, and like- 
wise because the labial folds, which are rare in Carcliarias^ are 
developed in all known species of the present genus. 

Geographical Bistrihation, Coromandel coast of India to the Malay 
Archipelago. 


18. (1.) Eemigaleus balfouri. (Kg. 2.) 
Hemigaleus balfouri, Day, Fish. India j p. 717, pi. clxxxv, fig. 4. 



Fig. 2 . — Hemigaleus halfuun. 


Length of the preoral portion of the snout slightly exceeding 
the width of the mouth, and not quite equalling the distance 
between the eye and the first gill-opening. Spiracle minute, situ- 
ated about one half the diameter of the eye posterior to the orbit. 
A groove at the angle of the mouth extending some distance along 
each jaw. Nostrils situated nearer to the mouth than to the end 
of the snout. The distance between the outer angles of the 
nostrils equal to the width of the mouth. Gill-openings at least 
twice the width of the orbit. Teeth those in the upper jaw 
smooth, notched externally, or with about three denticulations 
along the outer side of the base; those in the lower jaw of a 
slightly smaller size, erect and smooth, pectoral falciform, 

extending to below the first third of the base of the dorsal fin, the 
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ianer netirij equalling one third of the outer margin. First dorsal 
(with about 24 rays) having its base almost midway between the 
end oE the base oE the pectoral and the origisi of the ventral fins. 
Second dorsal (with about fifteen rays) commencing slightly in 
advance of the anal ; the length of its base equal to rather above 
one half oE that of the first dorsal, while it is a little larger than tiie 
anal. Caudal fin equal to about \ of the total length- Colour — 
dark brown ; fins grey, the second dorsal with a dark summit. 

Eab. Coromandel coast of India. 


3. Genus GALEOCEEDO, MiiUer & Henle. 

Spiracles small. iSTictitating membrane present. Mouth cre- 
scentic. Teeth large, flat, triangular, and oblique, serrated on 
both edges, and with a deep notch on the outer margin. The first 
dorsal spineless, placed opposite the interspace between the pec- 
toral and ventral fins ; caudal with a double notch. A pit on the 
tail both above and below, at the base of the caudal fin. 

Sharks of this genus are much dreaded in India, the native 
fishermen distinguishing those forms with long conical teeth 
from others having elongated or triangular cusps with serrated 
edges. The former can be captured by lines and even^ by nets ; 
but the latter immediately cut through nets and sever lines, ren- 
dering it necessary to attach the hooks to chains. Sharks seem to 
prefer their food a little high, and therefore the natives bury the 
bait in the ground for a day or more before using it. It was 
apparently a fish belonging to this genus which was referred 
to ill the*Transactions of the Eoyal Society of Arts and Sciences 
of Mauritius, vii. 1873. Col. Pike observed of the specimen 
that it was 13 feet 9 inches long, and bad ‘‘a terrible incident 
connected with it. The men of M.M. steamer ‘ Emirne ’ caught it, 
and it was exposed for sale in the bazar. When cut open, a clasp 
knife and belt, wdth the bone of a man’s arm, were found in it. 
This, of course, gave rise to the most horrible surmises, especially 
as it was rumoured that a few days previously a sailor had deserted 
from a vessel in the harbour, and was supposed to have been 
attacked by a shark before he could reach the shore ” (p. 27). 

GeogrcipliicciZ Distrihutioyi^ Seas of the Tropics, al&o of tempe- 
rate and Arctic regions. 

ISynopsis of Indian Species, 

Caudal fin SJ to 4 in the total length. Teeth . .oa 

denticulated, and of equal size in both jaws. 1. G. raynerij p. .-u. 
Caudal fin 3 to in the total length. _ Teeth 
denticulated, and rather smaUer in the 
lower than in the upper jaw 2. G, Ugnnus, p. 


o2 
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19. (1.) Galeocerdo rayneri. (Kg. 3.) 

Galeocerdo rayneri, McDonald ^ Barron^ jP, Z. S. 1868, p. 368, 
pi. xxxii. ; i)ay, Fish. India, p. 718, pi. clxxxYii, fig. 3 (see synon.). 

Wulluven sorrah, Tam. ; Keitalmn sorrah, Tel. 



Fig. 3 — Galeocerdo rayneri. 


Length of preoral portion of the snout much less than the width 
of the mouth. A groove at the angle of the mouth extending 
some distance along the side of the maxilla ; nostrils nearer the 
end of the snout than the mouth. Gill-openings not so wide as 
the orbit. Eyes — rather large. Teeth large, of equal size in 
both jaw s, compressed and serrated in their whole extent in both 
jaws, as well as notched externally above the base. Fins — pectoral 
falciform, extending to beneath the anterior third of the first 
dorsal. Origin of first dorsal a short distance behind the base of 
the pectoral, but nearer to that fin than to the ventral, which latter 
is midway between the hind edge of the first dorsal and the origin 
of the anal. Second dorsal above the anal, the two being of about 
equal size. Length of the caudal 3| to 4 in the total length, 
apparently decreasing in compaiative length with age. Colour — 
dark grey superiorly, becoming dull white beneath; cheeks and 
low^er surface of the snout yellowish. Body, from a short distance 
behind the gill-openings, with numerous large black spots and 
vertical bars. Fins grey, the first dorsal with irregular vertical 
bands. 

This fish, probably a variety of Q, arcticus, attains to a consider- 
able size in the Indian seas, where it is not numerous. Besides 
being exceedingly fierce, Jerdon has remarked that it is very 
cunning and swells itself out so as to appear like a floating mass of 
animal substance, and having thus decoyed its prey it immediately 
attacks it. It eats everything, even sea-snakes. Sir W. Elliot 
observed that he obtained an example of this voracious shark 12 ft. 
4 in. long; in its stomach were the remains of fish of various sizes 
and several shin-bones of beef partially digested. Another ex- 
ample, 8| feet long, had the remains of a sea-snake {Eydroj)}iis 
nigrocincta) and of a siluroid fish. 

Eah. Indian and Australian Seas; attaining upwards of twelve 
feet in length. 
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20. (2.) Qaleocerdo ti^inus. 

Galeoeerdo tigriniis, Mill/. ^ Henle^ Plagios, p. 59, t. xxiii ; Day, 
Fish India, p. 718 (see sjnon.). 

Length of the preoral portion of the snout equal to one half tlie 
width of the mouth and slightly less than the distance between the 
inner angles of the nostrils. A long labial fold along the edge of 
the upper jaw. Teeth — ^in lower jaw not so large as those in the 
upper, denticulated in both jaws, and the denticulations at the base 
of each cusp also serrated, more especially in the lower jaw. 
Fins — the first dorsal commences above the angle of the pectoral ; 
second dorsal arises slightly in advance of the anal. Length of 
caudal contained 3 to 3^ times in the total length, and consider- 
ably (one third) exceeding the length of the interspace between 
the two dorsal fins. Cohur — grey superiorl}^, becoming slightly 
lighter on the sides and beneath ; numerous brown or dark grey 
spots over the body. 

Hah. lied Sea, seas of India to Japan, and beyond. 


Second group. ZYG-^NINA, 

4. Genus ZYG.SINA, Cuvier. 

Syn. Cestracion, Klein ; Cestrorhimts, Blainv. ; Sphyma (Eaf,), MiilL 
& Henle j Fuspliyrna and Feniceps, Gill. 

Co7nhin sorrah, Tam. 

The anterior portion of the head is broad, flattened, and laterally 
elongated, with the eyes situated at its lateral extremities and the 
nostrils at its fore border. A nictitating membrane present. 
Spiracles absent. Mouth crescentic. Teeth similar in both jaws, 
oblique and notched. The first dorsal fin spineless, situated above 
the interspace between the pectoral and the ventral ; caudal with 
one notch, and a pit at the commencement of the fin. 

This genus of sharks is reputed to be very dangerous in some 
localities. The young are captured along the shores of India and 
Burma in large numbers. 

Synopsis of Indian Species. 

A. A groove along front edge of head. 

Each lateral expansion of the side of the 

head two or three times as long as broad 1. Z. hlcchii, p. 22. 

The length of the hind edge of each 
lateral expansion of the head nearly or 
quite equal to its width near the eye. ... 2. Z. malleus, p. 22. 
Anterior edge of head curved hut not 
continuous with the lateral one; the 
length of the hind edge of each lateral ex- 
pansion is less than its width near the eyes 3. Z, tudes, p. 23. 

B. No groove along front edge of head. 

Anterior edge of head nearly straight; 

length of hind edge of lateral expansion 

exceeds width 4 Z. Tnoharran, p, 23. 
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21. (1.) ZygsenablocMi. (T'ig* 4.) 

Z^^gsena bloeliii, Cuvier^ Heyne Amm. ii, p 127 ; Val Mem, Mns. ix^ 
p. 227, pi. i, f. 2 ; Day, Fish, India, p. 719, pi. clxxxiv, fig. 4 (see 
synon.), 

Koman sorrali, Tam. ; Sajopa sorrah, Tel, ; JSfga man huiy, Burmese. 

Each lateral expansion of the side of the head from twice to thrice 
as long as broad, and with a deep groove along the anterior edge, 
reaching externally nearly as far as the orbit. The posterior edge 
of the lateral expansion about as long as its anterior edge, while 
the external edge is nearly straight. IN’ostril much nearer the 
mouth than the eye. Eyes — situated near the upper angle of the 



Fig 4 — Zijg<sna blochii. 


external edge of the lobe of the head. Teeth — oblique, externally 
notched and smooth in their entire extent. Fins — the dorsal 
arises slightly behind the base of the pectoral, extending nearly 
halfway to above the ventral ; second dorsal arising above the 
posterior half of the anal, than w^hich it is much smaller. Colour — 
of a deep grey or brownish -grey, becoming lighter beneatli ,* the 
fins are usually of a slightly deeper colour than the body. 

Eah, Seas of India to the Malay Archipelago, and beyond. 
Blyth observed that it rarely exceeded 4 feet in length. This is 
the commonest form on the Malabar coast, where the fishermen 
consider it attains to a very large size. 

22. (2.) Zygaena malleus. 

Squalus zygssna, Linn Syst, Nat. p 390 

Zygsena malleus, Shaw, Nat Misc, viii, pi. 207 ; Day, Fish India, 
p. 719, pi. clxxxvi, fig. 4 (see synon.). 

Nga man thanwoot, Burmese 

The hind edge of the lateral expansion of the head nearly equals 
its width near the eye, and has a groove along almost its entire 
anterior margin. Nostrils close to the eye. Colour — body and 
fins slaty-grey ; under surface v bite. In a female taken at Pinang, 
Canton observed 37 bving young, of which 20 \-sere males and 17 
females. 

Eah, Tropical and temperate seas. 
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23. (3.) Zygaena tndes. 

ZygiBna tudes, Val Mini. Mus. ix. p. 225, pi. ii, f. 1; Dav, Fish. 
India, p. 720, pi. clxxxviii, fig. 4 (see synon.). 

Kama sorrah, Tel. 

^ Anterior edge of head curved, but the front margin is not con- 
tinuous with the lateral ; the length of the hind margin less than 
the width near the eye. Eyes — situated just below the 3 uiiction 
of the anterior and outer edges of the snout. Nostril close to the 
eye. A groove running along the anterior edge of the head. 
Teeth — oblique, with a notched outer edge. Fviis — dorsal arises 
above the hind margin of the inner edge of the pectoral fin, its 
height equals the length of the pectoral ; second dorsal over the 
hind half of the anal ; length of the base of the anal extends | of 
the distance to the ventral ; caudal 3 to 3^ in the total length. 
Ooloiir — grey, becoming lighter beneath ; first dorsal fin very dark, 
the upper portion of the second dorsal and the lower caudal lobe 
deep black in newly captured examples, the colour fading after 
they have been some time in spirit. One example, captured at 
Cochin, Dec. 27, 1872, besides the black marks on the fins men- 
iioned, had th^ hind edge of the dorsal and the end of the pectorals 
dark. 

Hcib, Mediterranean, Indian Ocean and Archipelago, also 
tropical parts of the Atlantic. It attains several feet in length. 

24. (4.) ZygsBna mokarran. 

Zj^gmna mokarran, Etippell, N,W, Fische, p. 66, t. xvii, f. 3; Eay^ 
Fish. India, Svpplemenf, p. 8C9 (see synon.). 

Anterior edge of head nearly straight, forming a more or less right 
angle with the lateral margin. Length of hind edge of one of 
the lobes equal to its width near the eye ; no groove running along 
the anterior edge of the head. Eyes-^near nostrils. Teeth — 
oblique, as broad at their base as long, with an indistinct lateral 
notch, and serrated on both edges. Colour — brownish-grey, 
becoming white beneath. 

Hah. Eed Sea to Kurrachee. 


Third group. MUSTELINA. 

5. G-enus MUSTEIiXJS, Cuvier. 

Nictitating membrane present. Small spiracles behind the eyes. 
Mouth crescentic, with long labial folds. Teeth small, numerous, 
similar in both jaws, and pavement-like, obtuse, or with indistinct 
cusps. The first dorsal fin spineless, situated above the interspace 
between the pectoral and ventral : the second nearly as large as 
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the first ; caudal without a distinct lower lobe, and no pit at the 
commencement of the fin. 

Geographical Distribution, Seas of tropical and temperate regions’^. 

25. (1.) Mustelus manazo. (Pig. 5.) 

Miistelus manazo, Bleeher, JBatao. Gen, Y&rhand, xxvi, Ichth, Japan, 
p. 120 ; Day, Fish. India, p. 720, pi. clxxxvi, fig. 3 (see synon.). 

Fah sorrah, Tel. 



Snout produced and pointed, the length of its preoral portion 
equalling the width of the mouth (or | more in the foetus), which 
latter is somewhat angular. A w^ell-developed labial fold at each 
angle of the mouth. Teeth — rhombic, and destitute of any distinct 
cusps. Fins — the first dorsal arises opposite the posterior end of 
the base of the pectoral, and does not extend to above the anal ; the 
second dorsal smaller than the first, but the length of the bases of 
the two about the same. Pectoral reaches to below centre of first 
dorsal ; anal commences beneath the posterior half of the second 
dorsal and is smaller than it. Caudal f of the total length, its 
lower lobe moderately developed and notched. Colour — reddish 
grey superiorly, becoming dull white beneath. Posterior extremity 
of the caudal of a dark colour. 

Eab. Seas of India to Japan. I obtained at Kurrachee a female 
(16*5 inches in length) which had several young inside. 


6, G-enus TRIJENODON, Muller & Henle. 

No spiracles. Nictitating membrane present. Mouth crescentic, 
with a pit behind its angle. Teeth numerous in both jaws, and 
consisting of one central cusp and a smaller lateral one on each side. 
Pirst dorsal spineless, placed opposite the interspace betw^een the 
pectoral and ventral fins. Lower caudal lobe distinct. A pit at the 
root of the caudal fin. 


* Mustelus mlgaris and M. I<£vis have both been captured in the Eed Sea 
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26. (1.) Trisenodon ol)tTisxis*, (Eig. 6,) 

Triaenodon obtiisus, Bay, Fish. India^ p. 720, pi. clxxxix, %. 3. 

Snout short and rounded, the distance between the moufh 
and the end of the snout about half the width of the mouth. N’os- 
trils nearer end of snout than the mouth, each with a flap. E\ e 
of moderate size. Grill-openings rather ^^dder than the orbit, Ulo 
spiracle. Teeth — with one central and a small lateral cusp on each 
side. F{7is — the first dorsal commences behind the inner angle of 



Eig. 6 . — Triesnodon obtusus. 


the pectoral and the base does not extend to above the ventral. 
Second dorsal not quite half as large as the first and situated above 
the anal. Pectoral reaches to below the middle of the fii’st dorsal ; 
caudal fin nearly | of the total length. Colom — dark abo\e, 
becoming lighter beneath. 

Hah. A young male, nineteen inches in length, was obtained at 
Kurrachee. 


Family II. LAMNIDiE. 

Spiracles, if present, minute. ISTo nictitating membrane. Mouth 
inferior and crescentic. JN’ostrils not communicating with the 
mouth, Eirst dorsal spineless, and placed opposite the interspace 
between the pectoral and ventral fins ; an anal fin present. 

Synopsis of Indian Genera. 


A keel along the side of the tail 1. Lamna. 

No keel along the side of the tail. Caudal fin less than 

one third total length 2. Odontaspis. 

No keel. Caudal fin nearly one half total length 3. Alopias. 


* Triesnodon dbesus {Carcharias), Ruppell, N W. Fische, p. 64, pi. xviii, f. 2. — 
Snout very short and obtuse. Nostrils with a short tentacle. first dorsal 

close to the root of the ventral ; the second upwards of half the size of the first and 
opposite the anal. Summits of dorsal and caudal fins white. Hob. Red Sea; 
east coast of Africa ; New Hebrides ; and probably off India. 
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1. Genus LAMNA, Cuvier. 

Syn. Oxyrhinaj Agassiz. 

Spiracles, if present, minute. No nictitating membrane. Mouth 
wide. Gill-openings large. Teeth large, awl-sbaped, smooth or 
sometimes with a small lateral basal cusp on either side. The first 
dorsal fin spineless, placed opposite the interspace between the 
bases of the pectoral *and rentral fins. Lower caudal lobe large. 
A keel along the side of the tail. A pit at the base of the caudal 
fin^. 


27. (1.) Lamna spallanzanii. (Eig. 7.) 

Oxyxrhina spallanzanii, Bonap, Faun. Ital.^ Peso. t. cxxxvi, fig. 1. 
Lamna spallanzanii, Day, Fisk, India, p. 722, pi. clxxxvi, fig. 2 (see 
synon.). 

Gamimii sorrah, Tam. 



Pig, 7. — Lamna spcdlansami. 


Snout pointed, angle of the mouth about midway between tbe 
nostril and the first gill-opening. Gill-openings very wide. Teeth — 
^ on each side, awl-shaped, with sharp but entire lateral edges, 
and destitute of basal cusps ; the third on each side of the sym- 
physis of the upper jaw smaller than those on either side of it- 
FiTis — the base of the first dorsal rather nearer the pectoral than 
the ventral fin. Pectoral falciform, its inner being one fourth of 
the length of its outer margin. Second dorsal and anal small, 
situated opposite one another ; the keel on the side of the tail 
commences in front of the bases of these fins. Colour — grey, 
becoming lighter beneath. 

Lamna guntheri, Murray (Ann. & Mag. Nat. Hist (5) xiii. p. 349), 
obtained at Kurrachee, is said to differ, having ^ teeth on either 


* In a specimen of this genus, Lamna comuhica, Pennant, in Wales, observed 
two embryos, and Neill, in 1804, remarked of one six feet long, at Newhaven, 
that “no fewer than thirty young ones appeared, fifteen in each of two bags. 
These were eiII from 12 to 14 inches in length, fully formed, and apparently 
ready for exclusion.” 
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sidej and the dorsal being a little further behind the base of the 
pectoral fin. 

Hah, Eed Sea and Indian Ocean, also the Atlantic and Medi- 
terranean. This species attains to a very large size. 

2. Genus ODOETASPIS, Agassiz. 

Syn. Tnylochis, JMuller & Henle. 

Spiracles minute and above the angle of the mouth. No nicti- 
tating membrane. Mouth wide and crescent-shaped. Teeth large, 
awl-shaped, and with one or two cusps at the base. Gill-openings 
of moderate size. Two spineless dorsal fins, the first opposite the 
interspace between the pectoral and ventral; the second dorsal 
and the anal not much smaller than the first dorsal. A pit present 
or absent at the root of the caudal fin. 

Geograjphical Dis&nhution, Temperate and tropical seas. 

28. (1.) Odontaspis tricuspidatus. (Tig. 8.) 

Carcharias tricuspidatus, Day, Fish, India, p. 713, pi. clxxxvi, fig. 1. 

Hundanee, Sind. 

Length of preoral portion of the snout equal to half the width 
of the mouth, and not equal to half the distance between the eye 
and the first gill-opening ; no groove at the angle of the mouth. 



Fig. 8 . — Odontaspis tncuspidatus. 


Nostrils nearer to the mouth than to the end of the snout. Gill- 
openings much wider than the orbit. Teeth — |^, very large, awl- 
shaped, smooth except at the base, where there exists a small basal 
cusp on either side. The fourth tooth on each side of the sym- 
physis of the upper jaw very much smaller than those next to it; 
the central tooth on each side of the symphysis of the mandibles 
slender; the last few lateral rows in both jaws small. Fi^— 
pectoral reaching to below the base of the first dorsal; the inner 
edge one fifth of the length of the outer. Tirst dorsal very slightly 
larger than the second, its base situated nearer to the ventral than 
to the pectoral. The second dorsal slightly in advance of and 
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about the same size as the anal ; length of base of anal equal to its 
distance from the ventral. Caudal fin in the total length. 
Colour — brown superiorly, becoming dull white beneath. 

Hal, Seas of Sind, where they abound — attaining at least twenty 
feet; one on board a native craft measured that length. A spe- 
cimen, 10^ feet long, from South Australia, is in the British 
Museum ; also several jaws. 

3. G-enus ALOFIAS, Eafinesque. 

Mouth crescentic. No nictitating membrane to the eye. Spiracles 
minute, close behind the orbit. Teeth of rather small size, flattened 
and triangular, having smooth edges. Gill-openings of medium 
size. The first dorsal fin spineless, inserted above the interspace 
between the pectoral and ventral fins ; the second dorsal above the 
interspace between the ventral and anal, the latter being very 
small ; caudal very long, with a pit at its commencement. No keel 
on the side of the tail. 

29. (1.) Alopias vulpes. (Fig. 9.) 

Squalus vulpes, Gmel, St/st Hat. p. 1496. 

Alopias vulpes, Day^ Fish, India, Suppiment, 1888, p. 810 (see 
synon.). 



Body fusiform, gradually decreasing in size to the caudal fin, 
the great length of which is about half the total. Eyes — rather 
large. Nostrils beneath and nearer the anterior border of the 
mouth than the end of the snout. Gill-openings of medium size, 
the two last being over the pectoral fin. Teeth— ohont the 

third or fourth tooth on either side of the centre of tho upper jaw 
being smaller than the others. 

Hal. Both shores of the Atlantic Ocean, and the Mediterranean. 
One example from the Cape is in the Paris Museum. Mr. Haly 
(‘ Taprobanian,^ 1886, i. p. 167) recorded one 8 feet 8 inches long 
from Ceylon ; it was procured in the Colombo market in Feb. 1884, 
where it was quite unknown to the fishermen. It has also been 
obtained from 8an Francisco Bay, California, and New Zealand. 
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Family III. EHINODONTID^E. 

Spiracles minute. 'No nictitating membrane. Gill-openings 
wide. Two spineless dorsal fins, tbe origin of the first opposite 
to the ventral or somewhat in advance of it; the second small, 
placed nearly opposite the anal; lower caudal lobe well developed. 
A keel along the side of the tail. A pit at the root of the caudal 
fin. 


1. Genus RHINODON, Smith. 

Definition as in family. Mouth and nostrils near the extremity 
of the snout. Teeth small and conical. Gill-rakers similar to 
those of the Basking Shark of northern seas. 

GeogmjpTiical Bistrihution, Ceylon, Seychelles to the Cape of 
Good Hope. This shark has been said to exceed fifty feet in 
length, and some authors even assert seventy. It is a harmless 
form. 


80. (1.) Rhinodon typicus. 

Rhinodon typicus, Smith, Illust. Zool. South Africa, Pisces, pl.xxvi; 
Bat/, Fish, India, Supplement, p. 811 (see synon.) 

Snout broad, flat and short. Eyes small. Upper jaw with a 
long labial fold. Golour — brown, with white dots and narrow 
transverse lines. 

Bah. One example recorded by Haly from the west coast of 
Ceylon. 


Family IV. NOTIDANID^. 

Spiracles small and on the side of the neck. No nictitating 
membrane. Gill-openings six or seven. A single spineless dorsal 
fin placed nearly opposite to the anal; lower caudal lobe present. 
Ho pit at the root of the caudal fin. 

1. Genus ROTIDARUS, Cuvier. 

Syn. Bexanchus and Beptanchiis, Rafin. ; MonopUrhinus, pt., Blainv. 

Spiracles small and on the side of the neck. Ho nictitating 
membrane. Mouth crescentic. Ho labial fold. Gill-openings 
six or seven, and wide. Teeth in the upper jaw consisting of one 
or two pairs that are awl-shaped, followed by six broader ones, 
which have one strong and several smaller casps. In the lower 
jaw six large comb-like teeth on each side, and some smaller lateral 
ones. A single, spineless dorsal fin placed opposite the anal ; 
lower caudal lobe present. Ho pit at the root of the caudal fin. 

Geographical Bistrihution, Seas of tropical and temperate regions. 
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31. (1.) ITotidaiius indicus. (Pig. 10.) 

NotidanufcS indicus, Agassiz^ Pom. Fobs. iii, pp. 92, 217, t. IJ, f. 1 
(teeth); Dcigj Fish. India, 723, pi. clxxxix, fig. 4 (see synon.). 



Pig. 10.— Notidamts indicus. 


Snout rounded and obtuse. Cleft of mouth wider than deep. 
Teeth — opposite the symphysis of the upper jaw is a tooth liavmg 
a single cusp, those on either side being stronger and denticulated. 
The central tooth in the lower jaw has no median cusp, but two or 
three lateral cusps on each side. Colour — grey, with dark blotches 
and marks. 

Hah. Seas of India and South Africa to California. 


Family V. SCYLLIID^E. 

Spiracles present. Eye without anj nictitating membrane. 
Mouth inferior. Teeth small, sereral rows being generally in use. 
The first dorsal fin spineless, placed above or behind the ventrals ^ 
an anal present, which may be in front of, below, or behind the 
second dorsal. 


Synopsis of India^i Genera. 
A. Nasal and buccal cavities separate ,* upper 


edge of caudal fin smooth 1. Scyllium. 

B. Nasal and buccal cavities confluent. 

Minute spiracle behind each eye, second 

dorsal fin nearly opposite anal 2. Gijstglymostoiha. 

Spiracle behind eye and equal to it in 
size. Caudal portion of body and fin 
very long 3. Stegostoma. 

Spiracle below eye and well developed; 

anal fin behind second dorasl 4. Ohiloscyllium. 


1. Genus SCYLLIUM, Cuvier. 

Syn. Scylliorhinus, Halcelurus, Poroderma, and Cephaloscyllimn, Gill. 

Spiracles behind the eye. Nasal and buccal cavities distinct. 
Teeth small, in several rows ; usually with a central and one or 
two lateral cusps. Origin of anal fin in advance of that of the 
second dorsal ; upper edge of caudal not serrated^ 

These sharks, or “ dog fishes,” do not attain to any large size, 
but are much dreaded by fishermen, as they get entangled in their 
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nets, from which great injury occurs. The eggs are somewhat 
minilar to those of the rays. The skins form fine shagreen. 
Geographical Distribution. Tropical and temperate seas. 

Synopsis of Indian Species, 

Nasal valves confluent, with a single transverse 
uninterrupted flap and a well-developed 

labial fold 1. S. 7narmoratum, p. 31. 

Nasal valves separated from one another by a 

considerable interspace 2. S. capense^ p. 31. 


32. (1.) Scyllium marmoratum. (Fig. 11.) 

Scyllium marmoratum, Bennett^^ Life of Sir S. Raffles, p. 693 ; Day, 
Fisk India, p. 724, pi. cxc, fig. 2 (see synon.). 



Fig. 11. — Scyllium marmoratum. 


Length of the snout equals the width of the mouth. Nasal 
valves confluent in the form of a single broad flap, with a free 
posterior edge, and no cirrus. A well-developed labial fold. Gill- 
openings as wide as the orbit. Teeth — small. Fins — the first dorsal 
commences just behind the ventral; the second dorsal slightly 
larger than the first, and has the anal beneath its anterior one 
half or two thirds. Colour— oi a tawny brown, becoming lighter 
beneath. Lines of spots, some of which occasionally become con- 
fluent, exist along the body; there may also be bands or ocelli. 

Hcd>, Seas of India, where it is rare, to the Malay Archipelago. 

33. (2.) Scyllixim capense. 

Scyllium capense {Smith), Muller ^ Henle, Playios. p. 11 ; Day, 
Fsh, India, 724, pi. cxc, fig. 1 (see synon.). 

Snout obtuse. Nasal valves distinct, separated from one another 
by a considerable interspace, and having no prominent cirrus. No 
labial fold to the upper jaw, but a short one on the lower. Gill- 
openings narrow, not so wide as the orbit. Teeth — minute. Fins 
— ^the first dorsal is inserted rather nearer to the anal than to the 
base of the ventral ; the second dorsal situated entirely behind the 
anal. Colour — brown, hghtest beneath. Body with light vertical 
bands and some white blotches. 

Hah, An Indian example, about 40 inches in length, is in the 
British Museum. 
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2. Genus GINGLYMOSTOMA, Miiller & Henle. 

Syn. NehriuSf Rupp ell, 

A minute spiracle behind the eye, which also is minute. A 
quadrangular flap formed before the mouth by the conjoined nasal 
valves, and which has a free cirrus on either side. A superior and 
an inferior lip, the latter not extending across the symphysis, 
i^asal and buccal cavities confluent. Teeth either’ in many rows 
with a strong median and one or two smaller lateral cusps ; or else 
in merely about three rows, of which the foremost only is in use, 
and each tooth with a convex and serrated edge. Tourth and fifth 
gill-openings situated close together- Dorsal fins spineless, the 
first above or behind the venirals, the second rather in advance of 
or opposite to the anal. 

Geographical Distribution, Red Sea, Indian Ocean to the Malay 
Archipelago ^ also tropical parts of the Atlantic. 

Synopsis of Indian Species, 

Teeth in three rows, with one central and four or 
five lateral cusps ^ second dorsal fin larger 

than the anal 1. G, concolor, p. 32, 

Teeth in many rows, with one central and three 
or four lateral cusps ) second dorsal fin smaller 
than the anal 2. G. mulleri, p. 33. 

34. (1.) Q-inglymostoma concolor. (Eig. 12.) 

Nehrius concolor, Duppell, N. W, Fisehe, p. 62, t. xvii, f. 2. 
Gmglymostoma concolor, Day, Fish. India, Supplement, p. 811 (see 
. synon.). 

Snout short. The nasal cirrus nearly reaches the lower lip. Teeth 
— in three rows, v\ith one central and four or five lateral cusps, 
having serrated edges. Fms — angles of dorsal and of all paired 



Fig 12 . — G mglymoslvma concolvr. 


fins pointed ; second dorsal much smaller than tlie first, but larger 
than the anal, and placed nearly opposite to the latter. Caudal 
one third of the total length. 

Hah, Red Sea, and through the seas of India to the Malay 
Archipelago. 
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35. (2.) Ginglymostoma miOleri. 

Ginglyroostoina mulleri, GufUher, Catcd, viii, p. 408; Day^ Fish, 
India, p. 725 (see synon.). 

Snout rerj short, its length not equalling the width of the 
mouth. Nasal ciiTus short, reaching to the edge of the upper lip. 
Teeth — ^in many rows, each with a large central cusp, and three or 
four lateral cusps on each side. Fbis — first dorsal opposite the 
ventral, angles of all the paired fins pointed ; second dorsal slightly 
in advance of the anal, but rather smaller than it or than the first 
dorsal. Caudal nearly one third of the total length. 

Hah Eed Sea and Indian Ocean. Said to attain 8| feet in 
length. 

3. Genus STEGOSTOMA, MiiUer & Henle. 

Spiracles about the size of the small eyes, behind which they are 
situated. Eourth and fifth gill-openings close together. Nasal 
and buccal cavities confluent. Snout obtuse ; upper lip thick, with 
a cirrus on either side. A well-developed labii fold round the 
angle of the mouth. Teeth small, sometimes trilobed, the dental 
plate being almost quadrangular. Two spineless dorsal fins, the 
first above the ventral, the second anterior to the anal, which is 
near the caudal, the latter being very elongate. 

Qeograjphieal Bistrihution, Erom the Eed Sea and east coast of 
Africa, through the seas of India to the Malay Archipelago, and 
Formosa. 


36. (1.) Stegostoma tigrinuin. (Fig. 13.) 

Squalus tigrinus, GmeL Syst. Nat. p. 1493. 

Stegostoma tigrinum, Bay, Fish. India, p. 725, pi. clxxxvii, fig. 4 
(young) (see synon ). 

Follee-makicm, Kongarasi and Ooroohoolti sorvah, also Potrava (when 
younff), Tel. ; Comngwi sorrah, monkey-mouthed shark,” Tam. ; 
Shinvdla, Marathi. 

Head as broad as long. Eye — small, with the spiracle just 
behind it. Upper lip very thick, like a quadrangular pad, with a 



Fig. 13 . — Stegostoma tigHnum. 


barbel on either side. A distinct labial fold round the angle of the 
mouth, which is slightly nearer to the eye than to the end of the 
snout. Teeth — small and trilobed. Fbis — the origin of the first 
dorsal is a little posterior to the base of the ventral, it is about 

n 



as high, in front as its base is long, and larger than the second 
dorsal, which commences a short distance behind it 
to the anal. Caudal fin very long, being about one half or the 
total length and ■v\dth a notch below near its extremity. A low 
median, tubercular dorsal ridge, and sometimes a second on either 
side of dorsal fin. Colour — {young) white or buff, in the form 
of markings, the fish appearing black, with narrow white 
bands, between which are white spots, across the head and body ; 
these markings take on various forms in different examples. Adults 
tawny, or with more or less transverse bands of rounded spots, 
ttie colour of the fish being brownish. 

Hah, Eed Sea, east coast of Africa, seas of India to the Malay 
Archipelago, and beyond; attaining to 10 or 15 feet in length. 
This species is common at Madras. Its favourite food consists of 
moUusks and Crustacea. 

4. Genus CHILOSCYLLIUM, MiiUer & Henle. 

Syn. Hermcylliumj Miill. & Henle. 

Spiracle below the eye. Houxth and fifth gill-openings close 
together. Nasal and buccal cavities confiuent ; nasal valve with a 
barbel. Lower lip continuous or interrupted in the centre. ^ Teeth 
small, triangular, with or without lateral cusps. Two spineless 
dorsal fins, the first above or behind the ventrals, the second con- 
siderably anterior to the anal, which is near the caudal. 

Geographical Distribution, Seas of India to the Malay Archi- 
pelago, and Australia. 

37. (1.) CMloscyllium indicum. (Pig. 14.) 

Squalus indicus, Gmel. Sgst, Nat, p. 1503. 

Chiloscyllium indicum, Day, Fish, India, p. 726, pi. clxxxviir, fig. 3 
(see synon.). 

JBohee-sorrak Gx Ba-sm'rah^ Tel. ; Comnyun sorrah, Tam. ; Bttee, Mai. ; 
Foos-hee, Belooch. ,* Bdlavdla, Marathi ; Nga man ingmyoung, Burmese. 

Head rather depressed and flatter below than above. Eye — 
small, with the spiracle (which is of about the same size) below 
and slightly]^posterior to it. Lips surround the mouth, the lower 



labial fold being continuous; the mouth at its angle one third 
nearer to the eye than to the end of the snout, which is obtuse. 
Nasal valve with an elongated barbel. Teeth — small, triangular 
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with lateral cusps. Fins — tbe origin of tie first dorsa is just 
posterior to the base of the ventral, the anterior edge of the former 
exceeds the length of its base, which latter distance equals the 
length between the two dorsal fins, both of which have their 
anterior and upper edges rounded; the second fin somewhat 
smaller than the first and ending some distance anterior to the 
origin of the anal. Anal notched, terminating close to the caudal 
fin, which is also notched posteriorly, and is contained about 5J 
times in the total length. Prom one to three smooth or tuber- 
cular ridges may exist along the back, or may be entirely absent. 
Colour — ^this varies exceedingly : usually grey with dark, or even 
black, cross-bands, which may or may not include white spots ; 
sometimes the cross-bands break up into spots or bands, having 
dark edges ; or the fish is simply of a reddish-brown colour. 

Edb, Seas of India to the Malay Archipelago, and beyond. 


Suborder B. JBATOIDEL 

Spiracles present ; gill-openings in five pairs, and on the ventral 
surface of the body. Body depressed, forming, with its largely 
developed pectoral fins, a more or less flat disk, and usually having 
a thin and slender tail. Dorsal fin, when present, in the caudal 
portion of the body ; anal absent. 

Some of these fishes approach the sharks in external form, the 
tail portion not being so sharply contracted behind the trunk as in 
most rays. 

Skates and rays exist in enormous numbers in the Indian seas, 
where they attain to a great size, and some are dreaded by fisher- 
men because of the wounds inflicted by their caudal spines, while 
others cause great injury to the oysters and other mollusks. 
Skates are gregarious, and may suddenly arrive, to the dismay of 
the owner of an oyster-bed, as they appear to remain so long as 
any mollusks are to be obtained, l^ys lie concealed in the sand, 
and are reputed to be able to suddenly encirde fish or prey 
swimming above them with their long whip-like tails, and then 
wound them with their serrated tail-spines. They are observed in 
aquaria to cover their victims with their expanded body and sub- 
sequently convey their prey to their mouths by movements of 
their pectoral fins. Their skms were formerly valuable as shagreen, 
being considered superior to those of sharks. Irrespective of this 
use, they are occasionally employed as rasps or sand-paper, to give 
the first surface to wood or horn which it is desired to polish. 
Their fins are exported, along with those of the sharks, to China, 
where they are in request for soups, while from their livers' an oil, 
is extracted (see pp. 5, 6, ante). 

The thin horny cases, inside which are the fcetal rays, are more 
quadrangular in form and comparatively smaller than what are 
observed among the sharks ; such cases have a hom-like projection 
from each corner. 
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Synojpsis of Indian Families, 


I. A flattened snout, lia-ving lateral teeth, ren- 
dering it saw-like. Trunk passing gra- 
dually into the tail Pristidae. 

II. Pectoral fins not continued to the snout. 

Trunk gradually passing into the tail, 

which has two dorsals and a caudal fin Rliinobatidae. 

III. Trunk a hroad smooth disk. Usually dorsal 

and caudal fins. An electric organ Torpedinidae. 

IV. Trunk a broad and generally a rough disk. 

Pectoral fins extend on to the snout. A 
fold along each side of the tail; no serrated 

caudal spine. No electric organ Raiidae. 

V. Pectoral fins extend on to and are confluent at 
the snout. No fold along side of tail, which 
latter is usually armed with a serrated 

spine Trygoiddae. 

VI. Pectoral fins do not extend on to the side of 
the head; snout with a detached pair of 
fins Myliobatidae. 


Family I. PRISTIDJE. (Saw-fishes.) 

Snout much produced, flattened, and having a saw-like appearance, 
due to the existence of large teeth on its lateral edges. Trunk 
passing gradually into the tail. 

The endoskeleton of a tooth of the saw of one of these fishes 
consists of from three to five hollow tubes, tapering towards their 
extremity, and covered with an osseous deposit which is perforated 
with fine holes. The teeth vary both in size and number in the 
sanae species, rendering them unsuitable as specific, but admissible 
as individual distinctions. 

Qi'eat injuries can be inflicted by these fishes, which strike side- 
ways with their formidable snouts ; and although not personally a 
witness to the fact, I have been informed on native authority that 
large ones have been known to cut a bather completely in two. The 
largest example I saw was off the coast of Sind (Pristis zysron) ; it 
measured over 16 feet, the rostrum being 4 ft. 2 in. in length. ^ A 
P. ms^idatue^ 14 feet long, captured at Calicut, was found to have 
a liver weighing 185 lb., which was taken to the oil-factory w^hen 
I was present. 

At (^wddur, on the Mekran coast, 1 found that the fishermen ol 
aU religions presented the saws of these fishes at a small temple 
where they were hung up inside or piled round the outside. The 
priest was expected to pray for success for the fishermen in their 
takes and a safe return to shore. At the Andaman Islands the 
-aborigines wishing to make a suitable offering to their superinten- 
dent, attacked an enormous saw-fish, which they harpooned, and 
eventually secured at the risk of their lives. They presented him 
with the rostrum, which I now possess. 

Oeograj^Meal Bistrihution, Seas of tropical and temperate regions. 
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1. Genus PRISTIS, Latham. 

Body elongated and depressed. Gill-openings inferior and of 
moderate width. Spiracle wide and posterior to the eye, which 
latter has no nictitating membrane. IN^ostrils inferior. Teeth 
minute and obtuse. Dorsal fins spineless, the first opposite or 
nearly opposite the ventrals ; front edge of pectoral free. 

/Synopsis of Lulian Species, 

A. Caudal fin with a distinct lower lobe. 

From 23 to 35 pairs of teeth on the snout ; in the 

young their hinder edge is barbed. Dorsal 

fin arises behind the root of the ventral . . 1. P. ctispuJatus^ p 37. 

B. Caudal fin without any distinct lower lobe. 

From 17 to 20 pairs of teeth on the rostrum, 

commencing at its base. Dorsal fin almost 

entirety in advance of ventrals 2. P. perrotteti, p. 38. 

From 25 to 32 pairs of teeth on the rostrum, 
commencing near its base. Dorsal fin almost 

entirety posterior to the ventrals 3. P. zysron, p, 38, 

From 24 to 27 pairs of teeth on the rostrum. 

Dorsal fin opposite ventral 4. P. peetinatus^ p. 39. 

38. (1.) Pristis cuspidatus. (Fig. 15.) 

Pristis cuspidatus, Latham^ Tr, L 8. 1794, ii, p. 279, pi. 26, fig. 3 
(rostrum) ; Bay, Fish, India, p. 728, pi. cxci, fig. 3 (see synon.). 

Tahla, Tel. ; Vela meen, Tamil. 

Eostrum narrow and of about the same width throughout, 
armed with from twenty-three to thirty-five pairs of broad teeth, 
those on one side (generally the right) often exceeding in number 
those on the other. This dentition is absent in the foetus, while 



Fig, 3 5 . — Pristis cuspidatus 


in the immature it only exists in the anterior three quarters of 
the snout, and in the adult a considerable portion of the^ base is 
unarmed. TJsualty the anterior six pairs of teeth are opposite 
one another, and the posterior teeth in the immature are mostly 
barbed behind. Mouth transverse, with a membranous valve 
(fringed in the young) behind the teeth in the upper jaw, and 
with a deep notch near the symphysis. The pupil is transverse,, 
with a semicircular fiap above and another below ; these flaps are 
easily raised, depressed, or expanded, according to the stimulus of 
light received, which they can partially or entirely exclude ; lens 
very soft. Spiracles large, nearly transverse, posterior to the eyes , 



38 


OHOISDROPTERTGUI. — BATOIEEI. 


half a diameter of the eye in width. Nostrils situated about one 
and a half transverse lengths from the mouth ; they have long 
triangular narrow valves in their upper, and a hem-like one at 
their lower margins; their distance asunder posteriorly equals 
their lengbh, and is twice as much anteriorly. small, 

longer than broad, i^iris—the first dorsal commences just behind 
the ventral; the second dorsal midway between the posterior 
extremity of the first dorsal and the base of the caudal. The two 
dorsals are of equal size, their upper margins concave, and the 
posterior lobe of each produced. Posterior margin of the caudal 
deeply excavated so as to form two lobes. A keel passes along the 
tail, dividing the lateral from the abdominal surfaces. Colour — 
greyish-yellow above, whitish beneath. Iris golden, with a black 
edge. 

Eab. Seas of India to the Malay Archipelago, ascending rivers ; 
attaining 20 feet and upwards in length. The flesh is equally 
esteemed with that of the sharks. The fins are prepared and sent 
to China : oil is extracted from the livers, whilst the skins are 
useful for sword-scabbards or for smoothing down wood. 

39. (2.) Pristis perrotteti. 

Pristis perrotteti. Mull. ^ Eenh, Flagios. p. 108 ; Fish. India, 
p. 729; pi. exei, fig. 1 (see synon.). 

Kundah, Ooriah. 

Eostrum of moderate breadth, rather narrow anteriorly, armed 
with from seventeen to twenty pairs of teeth, mostly about the 
same number on either side, and commencing at the base of the 
snout ; the first four pairs being opposite one another, and the 
breadth of the base of each anteriorly being about equal to one 
third of the interspace. Spiracles placed very obliquely, from 
1 to diameters behind the orbit. Teeth — ^larger than in cus- 
jpidatus or P. zysron, oval, longer than broad. Fins — the first 
dorsal almost entirely in advance of the ventral ; second dorsal 
commences nearly midway between the posterior extremity of the 
first dorsal and the base of the caudal; these two fins are of 
about equal size ; inferior margin of the caudal with a faint indi- 
cation of a lobe. Colour — ^reddish brown superiorly, becoming 
dull white along the abdominal surface ; iris golden, with a black 
edge. 

Eah. Tropical seas, entering rivers. In the Mahanadi river, 
Orissa, I observed it at least forty miles from the sea, far beyond 
the influence of the tides, where I obtained several specimens 4 ft. in 
length. In Orissa it is only eaten by the sweepers and the very 
lowest castes. 

40. (3.) Pristis zysron. 

Pristis zysron, Bleeher, Batav. Gen. Yerhand. xxiv, Flagios. p 66 • 
Bay, Fish. India, p. 729, pi. exei, fig. 2 (see synon.), ’ 

Veda sorrah, Tamil. 
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Eostrum intermediate in width between P. cuspidatus and 
P, jpen'otteti^ of about the same breadth throughout, and armed with 
from twenty-five to thirty-two pairs of teeth, of mostly the same 
number on either side ; they commence just in front of the base 
of the snout, the posterior ones are much further apart than the 
anterior. Teeth — ^intermediate in size between P. cusjpidatus and 
P. jperrotteti. Fins — ^first dorsal almost entirely behind the ven- 
trals ; second dorsal as large as the first, or larger, is situated 
rather near to the root of the caudal, to which its posterior lobe 
almost reaches; caudal without a lower lobe. Colour — sandy- 
brown, becoming lighter beneath. 

Hah. Seas of India to the Malay Archipelago; attaining at 
least 20 ft. in length. This species is perhaps more common in 
the seas of India than P. msj)idatus. It is especially abundant 
along the Mekran and Sind coasts, where it is much dreaded. 


41. (4.) Pristis pectinatus. 

Pristis pectinatus, Lathain, Tr. L. S. 1794, ii, p. 278, pi. 26, fig. 2 
(snout) ; Pay, Fish, India, Supplement, p. 811 (see synon.). 

Nga-tat-ioay, Burmese ; Khurra mach, Chittagong. 

Eostrum nearly twice as wide at its termination as at its base, 
and armed with from twenty-four to twenty-seven pairs of, generally, 
long teeth, not placed opposite one another. Fim — ^&st dorsal 
commences opposite ventral, the second dorsal of about equal size 
to the first ; no lower caudal lobe. Colour — as in the last. 

Hah. Eed Sea and through the Indian Ocean. One 24 ft. long 
asserted by fishermen to have been taken at Akyab. 


Family IL RHINOBATID^. 

The disk slightly dilated laterally; the rayed portion of the 
pectoral fin not continued on to the snout. Trunk gradually 
passing into the tail, which is thickened and has a longitudin^ 
fold along each side. Two well-developed dorsals, likewise a 
caudal fin. I^o electric organs. 

These fishes are very destructive to marine Crustacea and 
moUusks; and are said to congregate in large droves. 

Geographical Distribution. Tropical and temperate seas. 


Synopsis of Indian G&nera. 

Two dorsal fins, the anterior opposite the ventrals 1. Ehtnchobatus. 
Two dorsal fins, the anterior atuated far behind 

the ventrals 2. Ehutobatus, 
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1. G-enua EHYNCHOBATUS, MiiUer & Henle. 

Syn. jRMna^ sp.^ and Hkmobatmy sp., Bl. Schn. ; Bhamphohatis, Gill. 

Body depressed and elongated. Gill-openings inferior, narrow, 
and inside the base of tbe pectoral fin. Spiracles wide and 
behind the eyes, which latter have no nictitating membrane; 
snout- rather elongated and acute ; nostrils inferior, oblique, wide 
slits. Teeth obtuse, ridged ; the dentary plate having an undu- 
lated surface. Dorsal fins spineless, the first opposite the ventrals ; 
front edge of pectoral free, not extending to the head ; caudal 
with a well-marked lower lobe. 

Geographical Distrilution, Brom the Eed Sea and east coast of 
Africa through the seas of India to the Malay Archipelago and 
China. 


Synopsis of Indian Species, 

Snout elongated ; few tubercles or spines on 
head or body. A black shoulder-spot and 

numerous white spots on upper surface 1. It, djeddensiSj p. 40. 
Snout broad, having a semicircular outline. 

Bows of large tubercles and spines on 

head and trunk. Brown % B, ancylostomus, p. 41. 


42. (1.) Rhynchobatus djeddensis. (Pig. 16.) 

Raja djiddensis, ForsK Descrip. Anim, p, 18. 

Bhynchobatus djeddensis, Day^ Fish, India, p. 730, pi. cxcii, fiff. 1 
(see synon.). ® 

Walawah Tenkee, Nul TJlavi^ or Tipi THavij Tel. ; Bdnjuy Marathi : 
Falunga or FarangaUj Tam. 

Snout elongated, the distance between the mouth and end of 
snout equals one fourth to one fifth of the entire length excluding 



Fig. 16.— i 

the caudal fin, being shortest in adults. rather large • the 

spiracle dose behind the orbit. Teeth— J&X, wider than^broad 
with a horizontal cusp across the centre of each j twenty 
to twenty-five ve^eal rows across the middle of both CJt. Dental 
plate with a eenM and a smaller lateral elevation ; Lrresnonding 
emargmations exist m the upper jaw. first dor^^ 
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commences opposite the centre of the base of the ventral. The 
second dorsal is half as far from the base of the caudal as from the 
posterior extremity of the first dorsal; and is smaller than the 
latter fin, but of the same shape. Scales — minute, of irregular 
shapes and sizes, keeled; a number of tubercles, directed back- 
wards, exist in rows in some parts of the body ; a supraorbital 
row extends from the anterior margin of each orbit round its upper 
edge to above the spiracle ; a second passes from a central point 
between the termination of the last two and proceeds along the 
back to the base of the first dorsal, the tubercles on it being much 
further apart than in the other lines ; from slightly j^ehind the 
commencement of the dorsal line of spines is a short diverging 
row on either side, also a row on the shoulder, and two or three 
spines on the scapula. The lateral keel commences a little above 
the termination of the ventrals. Colour — the immature are dull 
grey above, whitish, sometimes tinged with red, beneath. A dark 
or black band on the upper eyelid and a dark spot beneath on 
either side of the snout ; also there is usually, but not invariably, 
a black spot at the root of the pectoral, which may have several 
small white spots round it. The body and sometimes the pectoral 
fins are spotted with whitish or light grey. Iris golden. The 
adult is of a dull grey above and lighter on the abdomen. 

Bab, E»ed Sea and east coast of Africa, seas of India to the 
Malay Archipelago, and beyond. The flesh is considered nourishing 
whether eaten salted or fresh, and oil from the liver is much 
esteemed. The young are captured along the Coromandel coast 
in large numbers about the month of March. This fish grows 
to at least six feet in length. 

43. (2.) Ehynohobatus ancylostomus. 

Rhina ancylostomus, Bl, 8chn. Syst. Ich, p. 352, t. Ixxii. 

Rhynchobatus ancylostomus, Day, Fish. India, p. 730, pi. cxciii, fig. 3 
(see synon.). 

Mun ulava, mud skate,” Tam. ; Balia dindi, or PottHa sot'a, Tel. 

Snout very broad with a semicircular outline. A longitudinal 
row of tubercles on each side of the head above the eyes continued 
on to the shoulders, and a median one along the back, with two 
short lateral rows between the last and the pectoral fin ; a few 
tubercles round the front edge of the eye and below the spiracle. 
Teeth — ^ ; twenty-two vertical rows in the centre of the upper 
and twenty-seven in the centre of the lower jaw. The dental 
surface deeply undulated, with one large median and a smaller 
lateral elevation in the lower jaw and with corresponding emar- 
ginations in the upper. The teeth are largest on the summit 
of each elevation; all are obtusely rounded, with several longi- 
tudinal ridges across each. Colour — dull brown, lighter beneath ; 
the body and sometimes the fins covered with whitish spots; 
occasionally some tortuous black lines. 

Bab. Prom the east coast of Africa through the seas of India 
to the Malay Archipelago and China. One 6 ft. 10 in. long was 
sent by Dr. jerdon to the British Museum ; in it were found the 
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remains of great numbers of Crustacea of many Mnds. The natives 
assert that this ray swims slowly just above the bottom of the 
sea not far from the shore, picking up what it can find. 

2. Genus EHINOBATUS, sp., Bl. Schn. 

Sya. Byrrina^ Mull. & Henle. 

Body depressed and elongated. Spiracles wide, behind the eyes. 
Snout elongated, the cranial cartilage produced and the interval 
between it and the pectoral fin filled by a membrane. Nostrils 
oblique and wide ; the anterior nasal valves not confluent. Teeth 
obtuse, ridged. Dorsal fins spineless, both far behind the ventral ; 
no lower caudal lobe. 

Geographical Distribution, Tropical and subtropical seas. Indi- 
viduals are exceedingly numerous mong the coast of India, and prefer 
a sandy to a muddy bottom. Tickell observed that they have the 
singular habit of coming so close to the edge of the water that the 
retiring wave frequently leaves them exposed to the air, in which 
condition they contentedly remain allowing the surf to cover them 
and desert them alternately. They often select a smooth, sloping, 
sandy beach for this purpose, where they lie with their snouts 
pointed seawards, so that if danger approaches they wriggle sea- 
wards and swim away with the next wave. 



Fig. 17 . — Dhinobatus gramlatus. 


Bynopsis of Indian Bpedes, 

Snout elongated; a row of spines along the 

middle of the back 1. i2. granulatus, p. 42. 

Snout rather obtuse ; a few blunted spiues along 

the middle of the back 2. R, halavi^ p. 43. 

Nostrils very large, their distance apart at the 

base being less than half their length .... 3. 12, thouiniy p. 44. 
Snout rather elongated; a row of tubercles 

along the middle of the back 4, R, columncoy p. 44. 

44. (1.) Rhinobatus granulatas. (Fig. 17.) 
Rhinobatus granulatus, Cm, R^gn, Anim, ed. 2, ii, p. 396"; Mull, & 
Senk, Rlagios, p. 117, t. xxxviii ; Bay, Fish. India, p. 7*32 
pi. cxcii, fig. 2 (see synon.). ’ 

ButtiwarahyU^l.-, Fur-run-gun^ Ctm-da-ree, Nga-^man-- 

haing, or Rga^mm-diha, Burmese ; Mattia hyllia, Chittagong, 
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Snout elongate, its length being from 4| to 5| in the total, and 
as a rule being longest in the immature ; the width of the inter- 
orbital space varies from to in the length of the snout. 
Anterior nasal valve with no lateral dilatation. The distance 
between the external angles of the nostrils equals about two thirds 
or three fifths in the preoral portion of the snout ; the two rostral 
ridges narrow and closely approximating in their anterior half or 
two thirds; mouth transverse. Teeth — dental plate with a 
central and lateral elevation in the lower, with corresponding 
depressions in the upper jaw : 20 to 22 vertical rows in the upper 
and 13 in the lower jaw opposite the symphysis. Scales — ^tubercles 
on the back, and a row of compressed spines along its middle, 
which become obsolete with age ; some spines on the edge of the 
orbit and on the shoulder. In the young a row likewise along 
either side of the upper edge of rostral ridge. Colour — reddish 
grey superiorly, becoming difil white beneath. 

Hah, Seas of India to the Malay Archipelago and Australia. 
This ray attains at least seven feet in length. 

45. (2.) Rhinobatus halavi 

Raja halavi, Forsh, Baser, Atiim, p.^ 19. 

Rh’inobatus halavi, Bay^ Fish, Imia, p. 731, pi, cxciii, fig. 4 (see 
synon.). 

FdH^ if young Fadangan, Tam. 

Snout rather obtuse, its length contained 7 to 8 times in the 
total. The width of the interorbital space 2\ to 2^ times in the 
length of the snout. Anterior nasal valve not dilated laterally. 
The distance between the outer angles of the nostrils four fifths 
the preoral length of the snout ; the length of the nostrils about 
equals the distance their bases are asunder. Rostral ridges diver- 
gent posteriorly, becoming confluent in their anterior half or two 
thirds. 5’«^<A-~transversely oval, with a slight ridge along the 
centre, the width of the plate above the symphysis of both jaws 
being one eighth of its length ; ^ rows of teeth, and fifteen 
vertical rows in the median line in either jaw. The dental plate 
almost straight. Fins — the two dorsals of about the same size, 
their distance asunder equalling the interspace between the second 
dorsal and the base of the caudal, the latter being 7| to 8J in 
the total length. Scales — somewhat trefoil-shaped and flattened, 
being rather largest along the median line of the back, which, 
however, is not spined, although a few tubercles almost form 
spines. Colour — ^reddish grey superiorly, becoming white beneath ; 
fins and snout with a reddish tinge. Large examples have occasion- 
ally black blotches over them. 

Hah, Prom the Mediterranean, west coast of Africa and Cape 
of G-ood Hope : also from the Red Sea through the seas of India 
to the Malay Archipelago and China. This species attains at least 
six feet in length. 
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46. (3.) IUiinol)atus thoxdni. 

Kale thouin^ LacipMe, JEL. N. Poiss, i, p. 134^ pi. i, figs. 8-5. 

EHnobatus thouini, Mull. ^ Smle^ Plagios. p. 120 j Bay, Fish. India, 
p. 732, pi. cxc, fig. 4 (see s^^non.). 

Snout of moderate extent, contained 5 or 6 times in the total 
length; the width of the interorbital space 2| in the length 
of the snout. Anterior nasal valves not dilated laterally. The 
distance between the outer angles of the nostrils equals two thirds 
of the length of the preoral portion of the snout ; the length of 
the nostrils is more than twice the extent their bases are apart. 
Mouth straight. Rostral ridges confluent in almost their entire 
length. Teeth — small, upwards of one hundred rows in either jaw. 
Fins — the two dorsals of about the same size, high and pointed, 
the first if laid flat nearly reaching the base of the second dorsal ; 
caudal 6|- in the total. Scales — skin granulated with a row of 
compressed spines along the middle of the back and smaller ones 
over the shoulders and above the eyes. Colour — brown, becoming 
yellowish white beneath. 

Rab, From the Red Sea through the seas of India to the 
Malay Archipelago. This species attains to 6^ feet in length, 
according to Bleeker. 

47. (4.) Rhinobatus coltimnse. 

Rhinobatus cqlumnae, Ponajparte, Faun, Ital. iii, pi, 162 ; Mull. ^ 
JSmle, Plagios. p. 113; Bay, Fish. India, Supplement, 1888, p. 811 
(see synon.). 

Snout rather elongated, the distance between the outer angles of 
the nostrils is equal to two fifths of the length of the preoral portion 
of ^ the snout. Each anterior nasal valve connected to a fold of 
skin that passes towards the median line and so nearly joins that of 
the opposite side. The upper rostral ridges are convergent in front. 
Back finely granular, with a median row of small tubercles. 
Colour — ^brown ; young examples have a white snout. 

Hal. Mediterranean, the Indian and Atlantic Oceans. 

FamUy III. TOEPEDINID^. 

^unk broad and disk smooth. Anterior nasal valyes confluent 
and foming a quadrangular flap. Body gradually passing into 
the -which latter has a rayed dorsal (except in Temerd) and 
caudal fin ; a longitudinal fold along both sides. An electric 
organ situated between the pectoral fin and the head. 

pie upper surface of the electric organs in these fishes is positive 
and the lower negative. ^ 

Geographical DictrVmtwn. Tropical, subtropical, and temperate 
seas. In India the species of this family do not appear to be used 
as rood. 

Synojpsis of Indian Genera. 

behind the eyes .. 1. Naucikb. 

- 2. Astbape. 
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1. Genus NAECINE, Henle. 

Disk distinct from the tail, which has a lateral fold on each side 
and is longer than the disk. Spiracles close behind the eyes: 
nasal valves confluent, forming a q^uadrangular flap. Teeth nearly 
flat, with a central point. Two dorsal fins, the anterior behind 
the ventrals and usually smaller than the posterior. An electric 
apparatus present. 

It must he noted that an apparatus exists in fishes of the genus 
Jiaia which presents the anatomical characters of electric organs, 
and has been known for a long period. 

GeographiGal Distribution. Tropical and subtropical seas. 

48. (1.) Narcine timlei (Pig. 18.) 

Raja timlei, DL Schn. Syst. Ich, p. 359. 

Narcine timlei, Day, Fish, India, p. 733, pi. cxcii, fig. 3 (see synon,). 

Tetneree and Nalla Temeree, Tel. 

Outline of disk somewhat rounded, broader than long ; along the 
side of the tail is a broad skinny keel reaching the base of the 
caudal fin. Caudal portion of fish rather longer than the body. 
Nasal valves confluent, forming a quadrangular skinny flap which 
is rather elongated in the middle. Spiracle just behind the orbit 
and not tuberculated on the edge. Teeth — ^flattened anteriorly, 
the internal ones with a small median cusp ; the dental plate only 
embraces the central half of each jaw, the lips being thicKened and 
continuous at the angles. The form of the dental plate varies, 
being either angular in the mandible, the angle pointing downward, 



Fig 18 , — Farune Umlei. 

or similar to what obtains in the upper jaw. Fins — the first dorsal 
usually commences just behind the ventrals, but occasionally over 
their posterior extremity, it is somewhat smaller than the second ; 
in the young its apex forms an angle, which in the adult becomes 
rounded. The mstance between the two dorsals equals that 
between the posterior dorsal and the caudal. The size and shape 
of the two dorsals is similar. Caudal with its hinder edge rounded 
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and confluent with its lower edge. Colour — ^body and fins reddish 
brown above, with numerous irregularly sized chocolate-coloured 
spots ; lower surface white. Pupil triangular, apex below. Iris 
golden. In the immature the spots have a white margin. Some 
examples are marked all over with large brown blotches much 
wider than the ground-colours ; in others no spots at all exist. 
These differences in colour do not depend on sex or age. 

Seas of India to the Malay Archipelago. This fish attains 
at least eighteen inches in length. 


2. Genus ASTRAPE, MiiUer & Henle. 

Tail with a fold on either side. Spiracles close behind the eyes, 
which last are minute. ISTasal valves confluent, forming a large 
quadrangular flap. Teeth flattened or with a central elevation, 
the dental plate extending slightly beyond the outer edge of the 
jaws. ^ A single dorsal fin on the tail; caudal well developed. An 
electric apparatus on the side of the head between it and the pec- 
toral fin. 

CeograpTiical Distribution. Seas of India to the Malay Archi- 
pelago and OMna, also the Cape of Good Hope and Madagascar. 



49. (1.) Astrape dipterygia. (Pig. 19.) 

Raja dipteiygia, Dl Schn, Syst Ich. p. 369. 

Astrape dipteiygia, Day, Fish. India, p. 734, pL cxcii, fig. 4 (see 
synon.), 

Zimina, Marathi j Timiri tiki, Tel. 

Disk rounded, as wide as long, extending posteriorly to over the 
anterior margins of the ventrals. Tail shorter than the body; a 


Fig. 19 . — Astrape dvpteryg%a, 

low keel along the lateral edge of the former. Snout short Spi- 
racles smooth, dose to and much larger than the eyes j vent slightly 
nearer to the head than to the posterior extremilw of the caudi 
to. pointed, with tetragonal bases; they project shghtly 

beyond the margm of the jaws, ventrals with their aLl^ 

acute in the young, rounded in the adult. Caudal rounded^its 
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upper and lower portions confluent. Colour — dull reddish olive 
above, whitish below. A white spot near each side of the posterior 
end of the head, another above the end of the ventral, and generally 
a third at the root of the caudal ; ventral with a white edge, 

-Sa5. Seas of India to the Malay Archipelago, China and 
Japan, This species attains at least ten inches in length. 


Family IV. EAIIDiE, 

Disk broad, rhombic ; tubercules or spines usually present. 
The pectorals extend to the snout. The body passes gradually 
into the tail, which has a longitudinal fold on either side. No 
serrated caudal spine. Electric organs absent *. 

In the year 1815 Colonel Montagu drew attention to a sexual 
character which was observable in some species of these fishes, in 
which the teeth were blunted in the femmes and pointed in the 
males. Another sexual character is that of spines on the body 
which are temporarily developed during the breeding-season. 

Geographical Distribution, Seas of both hemispheres, but more 
numerous in the northern ; it possesses but few representatives 
along the coasts of India, and seems to be absent from the Eed 
Sea. 


1. Grenus PLATYEHINA, Muller & Henle. 

Disk rhombic, with a fold on either side ; tail distinct. Nasal 
valves distinct. Two dorsal fins on the tail ; caudal well developed ; 
ventrals separated one from the other. Body covered with rough 
asperities and spines. 

Geographical Distribution, Seas of India to China and Japan. 

50. (1.) Platyrhina sehonleinii. 

Platyihina sehonleinii, MulL % Henle, Flagios, p. 125, t. xlv ; Dag, 
Fish, India, p. 735 (see synon.). 

Disk subcircular; snout obtuse ; tail as long as the disk. Den- 
tal plate undulating; three elevations in the lower and three 
corresponding depressions in the upper jaw. Nostrils wide apart, 
A row of strong spines and also smaller lateral ones along the 
median line of the back and tail ; some more along the edge of the 
orbit and on the shoulder. Colour — ^brown, covered with light 
blotches ; said sometimes to have dark cross bands and large dark 
spots. 

Hab. Coromandel coast of India. A male example, 27| 
inches in length, was in the Madras Museum, 


* See remarks to genus Narcine^ p. 45, ante. 
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Family V. TEYGONID^E. 

Disk wide; tke pectorals continued to the extremity of tke 
snout, where they become confluent. Tail long and slender, without 
any lateral folds. Vertical fins, if present, imperfectly developed, 
or they may be modifled into a serrated spine. 

The forms with armed tails, generally termed sting rays,” 
occasion exceedingly dangerous injuries, not merely owing to the 
jagged nature of the caudal spines, but apparently also to thn 
presence of some irritating foreign substance, which is carried into 
the wound. 

Geograj^hical Bistrihiition. Tropical and temperate seas. 


Synojpsis of Indian Genera. 


Tail long and spineless. Body densely covered with 

tubercles 1. Ueooymnus. 

Tail long, armed with a serrated spine. Teeth flattened 2. Tbyoon. 

Tail long, armed with a serrated spine, and having a 
broad lower cutaneous fold continued to its termi- 
nation 3. T^nitjea. 

Body veiy broad, tail very short and armed with a 
serrated spine. Teeth with from one to three 
cusps 4. Pteeoplatba. 


1. G-enus TJEOGrYMNTJS, Mliller & Henle. 

Syn. Anacantliusy Ehren. ; IthachinotuSy Cantor. 

Disk subcircular ; tail long and distinct, destitute of any spine, 
but with a narrow inferior fold ; pectorals united anteriorly. Teeth 
flattened. Body covered with osseous tubercles, amongst which 
are sharp conical spines. 

GeograjpJiical Blstribution. Erom the Eed Sea and east coast of 
Africa, throughout the seas of India to the Malay Archipelago. 

51. (1.) TJrogymnus asperrimus. 

Raja asperrima, Bl, ScIm. Sgst. Ich, p. 367. 

Urogymnus asperrimus, Day, Fish. India^ p. 736, pi. cxcv, flg. 1 (see 
synon.), 

Moollan tirikiy Tam. 

Disk nearly as wide as long ; snout scarcely projecting. Body 
densely covered with small heart-shaped scales, between which are 
numerous thorns which are generally erect, and are continued pos- 
teriorly to the first fifth of the tail, where they cease. On the 
pectoral fins are numerous small conical spines, irrespective of 
those over the body amongst the tubercles. Colour — greenish 
above, white beneath. 
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JSah. Eed Sea, east coast of Africa, seas of India to the 
Malay Archipelago^ One, 2 feet across the disk, existed in the 
Madras Museum. This species is said to attain to 4 or 5 feet in 
length. 



Fig. 20, — TTrogym^im asgernmits. 


2. Grenus TEYGOIST, Adanson. 

Syn. Kimantura^ Kerr^rygm^ and JSypolophus, Mull. & Henle ; Para- . 
trygon, DunuSril. 

Pdhatj MarathL 

Disk oval or rhomhoidal ; tail elongated and tapering. Nasal 
valves coalescent, forming a quadrangular flap. Teeth flattened, 
or with a central point or transverse ridge. Pectoral fins united an- 
teriorly ; tail destitute of a fin, or if with a cutaneous fold, such 
does not extend to its extremity ; it is armed superiorly with one 
or two lanceolate spines that are serrated on both sides. Body 
smooth or with tubercles. 

In this genus the colours in individuals of the same species are 
subject to considerable variation, and this is not invariably due to 
age. The character of the tubercles and their extent have also 
been (as I think erroneously) employed to characterize some 
species : thus one, Trygon cMndrahee (Guv.), Bleeker, is a form 
without tubercles or spines, except on the tail; T, polylepis, 
Bleeker, has small tubercles in the interorbital space, a narrow 
band along the back with a few indistinct enlarged ones, but none 

E 
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on the tail ; T, wdlga^ Mull. & Henle, has the interorbital space 
and back covered with small tubercles, no larger ones in the median 
line, but a senes of short spines between the root of the tail and 
the larger spine. Now all these forms, with every intermediate 
variation, occur, and the smooth body usually confined to the young 
may be persistent in the adult. 

Synojpsis of Indian Species. 

A. Lower dental laminae somewhat pointed, the 

upper being angularly bent for their reception. 

Tail with a cutaneous fold. {HypolopJms.) 

A broad fold along lower surface of tail. Upper 
part of body covered with flat tubercles .... 1. T. sephen^ p. 50. 

B. Dental laminae transverse ; if undulating, 

slightly so. Tail with a cutaneous fold. 

{Trygon:) 

Snout pointed. Tail three times as long as disk. 

Tubercles few 2. T. hennetti, p. 52. 

Tail half longer than disk. Body nearly smooth. 

Blue ocelh on upper surface 3. T. kuhlii^ p. 62. 

Tail scarcely as long as body. Tubercles few. . 4. T. tmlncata^ p. 52. 
Snout very pointed and produced. A few 

tubercles in median line of back 5. T. zugei^ p. 52, 

0. Dental laminae transverse ; if undulating, 
slightly so; tail without a cutaneous fold 
(^mantnra.) 

Snout rather pointed. Tail very long. One or 
more large tubercles in middle of back. 

Brown or spotted 6. T. uarnah, p. 53. 

Tail twice as long as disk. A row of pointed 
tubercles on the back, which is spined all 

over 7 T. marginatus, 

Snout very pointed. Tail three to four times [p. 54. 

as long as disk. A central and several 

smaller tubercles on the back 8. T. lileekeri^ p. 64. 

Snout pointed. Tail rather longer than disk. 

Tubercles variously disposed 9. T. wnlga^ p 55. 


62. (1.) Trygon sephen. (Kgs. 21, 22.) 

Baja sephen, Forsh, Bescr. An. p. 17. 

Trygon sephen, Bay, Fish. India, p. 740, pi. cxcv, flg. 2 (see synon,). 

Adavalan tiriki, Tamil ; VokigiH Unkee and Wolga tenkee, Tel. , 
Goml pdkat, Marathi. 

Disk rather broader than long ; the length of the tail three to 
four times that of the body. Snout most obtuse in adults. Teeth 
— lower dental laminm somewhat pointed, the upper angularly 
bent for their reception ; || rows transversely, and vertically 
opposite the symphysis; they are all flattened, those in the centre 
of the upper jaw being the smallest. Fins — fail with a broad 
lower cutaneous fold ; there may be one or t\\ o serrated spiues 
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situated rather behind its anterior third. upper surface 

of the head and body and base of tail covered by thick, concave, or 
fiat-beaded, several-sided tubercles ; in the scapular region and 



Fig. ^.'—Trygon scphcTi, 

central line of the back are two large, smooth, approximating 
tubercles in the young, and three in the adulr, the middle and 
largest of which is usually oval, the second in size posterior and 
heart-shaped, the anterior or smallest round or heart-shaped. 
Colour — the upper surface of the immature is reddish brown ; but 
in the adult lead-coloured, becoming black in the posterior two 
thirds of the tail. Some examples have a row of black blotches 
near their outer margin. 



Fig. 22. — Teeth of Trygoii sephen. 


Hah, !Red Sea,’ through the seas of India to the Malay Archi- 
pelago, and beyond. This fish grows to a large size. The jaws 
represented in" the figure (22) were from an example 5 ft. 10 in. 

e2 
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across the disk. In its stomach were found Crustacea, mollusks, 
&c. T, sephen is most common during the south-west monsoon, 
when it approaches the shore. 

53. (2.) Trygon ■bennetti. 

Trygon bennetti, MtdL ^ Henle, Flagios. p. 160, t. liii; Bay, Fish. 

India, p. 739 (see synon.). 

Disk about as broad as long ; tail about three times ^ as long as 
disk, and with a low cutaneous fold along its inferior surface. 
Snout somewhat pointed. Eyes nearer together than to the 
end of the snout. A tubercle m the middle of the back in adults, 
with some flat ones around it, which extend backwards to the 
caudal spine \ but the young are quite smooth. Colour — a pale 
fleshy-red, which becomes almost white in parts, the tail being 
darker near its extremity. 

Hal. (Seas of India to China and beyond. 

54. (3.) Trygon koblii. 

Tr}'gon kuhlii, MuU. Herde, Flagios. p. 164, pi. li ; Bay, Fish. 

India, p. 739, pi. cxciii, flg, 2 (see synon.). 

Kunnoo tirike and Shemen tenhee, Tel. 

Disk broader than long ; tail about one half longer than the disk. 
Snout somewhat obtuse, its length equal to or slightly exceeding 
the breadth of the interorbital space. Two appendages on the 
floor of the mouth. Teeth — dental plate more undulated in the 
upper than in the lower jaw, Fim — a cutaneous fold along the tail 
both above and below, caudal spine well developed. above 

of a dull brown, covered with numerous small black spots and larger 
rounded blue ocelli, each having a rather dark outer edge. 

Hah. East coast of Africa, seas of India to the Malay Archipelago. 
This ray attains to at least 5^ inches across the disk at Madras. 

55. (4.) Trygon imbricata. 

Eaja imbricata, Bl. Sclm. Syst. Ich.^. 866. 

Trygon imbricata, Bay, Fish. India, p. 739 (see synon.). 

Disk as broad as long, snout produced and pointed; tail scarcely 
as long as the body, with low upper and inferior cutaneous folds. 
Small tubercles on the nape and back, with a row of conical spines 
on the shoulder and back ; while along the tail as far as the 
spine are large tubercles intermixed wnth smaller ones. 

Hah. Coromandel coast of India. 

56. (5.) Trygon zngei. 

Trygon zugei, Midi. ^ mnU, Flagios. p. 165, t. liv ; Bay, Fish. 

India, p. 739, pi. cxc, tig. 3 (see synon.), 

Chumhara hah, Tam. 

Disk about as broad as long, with the snout very much produced 
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and acutely pointed, its length being about ^ that of the disk ; 
tail equal to 1-i- or twice the length of the disk. Eyes small ; 
interorbital space concave. Teeth — dental laminm undulated. Fim — 
a distinct cutaneous fold along the lower surface of the tail, com- 
mencing opposite the base of the spine ; there is likewise a fold 
along the upper surface of the tail. A strong and long spine, 
serrated in its last third, is situated at about the commencement of 
the second quarter of the tail, and anterior to it a row of small 
spines ; the body otherwise smooth. In some examples a row of 
tubercles exists along the median line of the back. Colour — dull 
brown superiorly, the edge of the hns black. 

Hah. Seas of India to the Malay Archipelago, and Japan. 

57, (6.) Trygon uarnak. 

Raja uarnak, Forsk. JDescr. Anim. p. 18. 

Trygon narnak, MuU, Henle, Flagios. p. 158 ; Day, Fish. Liiia, 
p. 737, pi. csciv, fig, 1 (see synon.). 

Bona hah tiriki, Tam. ; Tidi tenke, Tel. j Sayihush, Ooriah j Lek kyoiik, 
Burmese ; Hankoos, Chittagong. 

Disk about as broad as long, snout pointed and rather promi- 
nent ; tail from three to four times as long as the body. Iris with 
a well-developed superior flap. Teeth — dental laminse undulating. 
Fins — ^no cutaneous folds on the tail, which is armed with a serrated 
spine situated about | the length of the disk from the root of the 
tail. Tubercles — vary in different specimens, absent in the very 
young : in those with a disk of about 6 inches across there are two 
or three rows of widely separated oval tubercles on either side of 
the head, internal to the eyes, and meeting on the occiput, from 
thence towards the scapula is a single row of larger and more 
widely separated ones. In the middle of the back three large 
closely approximating scales or tubercles, the centre one heart- 
shaped, the anterior round, and the posterior almost heart-shaped. 
In some specimens, of a large size, there are also numerous 
distant thorns on the tail, which may disappear with age. In 
specimens with a disk of 3 feet across, the head, back, and sides 
are covered with smooth, roundish scales, having intermediate 
smaller ones. Colour — varying according to age : up to the period 
when the breadth of the disk is about 9 inches the body is of a 
yellowish brown, darkest along the back, and the abdomen white : 
a short distance beyond the commencement of the tail it is irregu- 
larly annulated with alternate narrow light brown, and broad or 
narrow dark brown rings. With increasing age black spots 
commonly appear on the body, and when it has attamed the width 
of 3 feet across its disk it is light brown or greenish oHve, covered 
with lighter and in some almost white spots, or reticulated with 
white lines, w^hilst the anterior extremity of the tail also shows the 
remains of the rings. The adult is uniformly brownish or greenish 
oHve. Iris golden. Occasionally there are light spots on the 
posterior portion of the disk. 
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Hah, Bed Sea, seas and estuaries of India to the Malay Archi- 
pelago, and Chiaa, also the Cape of Grood Hope. The immature 
are frequently captured in the back-wa.ters, and wounds from their 
caudal spines are much dreaded. The species attains a large size ; 
5 feet or more across the disk. The late Sir W. Elliot observed 
that from a female of this species 13 feet long (including the tail 
8 feet 9 in.) a young was removed perfectly formed and of the 
same colour as its mother. In the cold season, as about October, 
these fish are frequently perceived springing out of the water for 
some distance in the same manner as trout do just prior to 
breeding. They devour large quantities of small fish, Crustacea, 
moliusks, &c. 


58. (7.) Trygon marginatus. 

Trygon marginatus, Blyth, J, A. S, B, xxix, 1830, p. 38 ; Day, 
Bisk. India, p. 738 (see synon.). 

Disk slightly broader than long, tail from one half longer than 
the disk to nearly twice as long. The width of the interorbital 
space equals the length of the snout. Tubercles sparsely set all 
over the upper surface, but a little larger along the median line, 
where they appear like small limpets ; an irregular row of pointed 
tubercles on either side of the middle line of the back ; tail tuber- 
culated as far as its spine, but destitute of any fin. Golow — grey 
above ; buffy white below, with a dark border, except in front. 

Hah, Hooghly at Calcutta. I examined an example in which 
the disk was 16 inches across and 15 long ; Blyth observed one 
specimen which was 52, and another 60, inches across the disk, 
and the tubercles were extended on to the edge of the disk and 
even to its under surface. This would therefore appear to be a 
result of age. 


59. (8.) Trygon bleekeri. 

Trygon bleekeri, Blyth, J. A. S, B, xxix, 1860, p. 41 ; Day, Fish. 

India, p. 738, pi, cxcv, fig. 3 (see synon.), 

Bahat, Marathi j Seman tirihe, Tam. 

Tail from three to four times as long as the disk. Snout pro- 
longed and pointed. Width of interorbital space equal to -I or -J- 
the length of the snout anterior to the eye. A large round tubercle 
in the middle of the back, and commonly before it three smaller 
ones triangularly disposed, and three similarly placed behind it. 
Tubercles sometimes present along the upper surface of the tail to 
the caudal^ spine, from whence, in adults, they are continued to 
its extremity. Colour — ‘‘Brown above and below, with a narrow 
white median longitudinal patch on the abdomen ” (Blyth), Some- 
times this ray is brown above wdth the margins of the disk dark. 

Hah, Bengal. Blyth observed one 25 inches long to base of tail, 
the tail 72 inches ; another 15 and 56 inches. 
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60. (9.) Trygoa walga. 

Trjgon walga^ Midi Menk^ Plagios. p. loO, t. ii; Day, Fish, 
India^ p. 738, pi. cxciv, fig. 3 (see synon.). 

Isacurrah tenhee^ Tenkpe shindraM, Tel. 

Disk about as broad as long, with tbe snout pointed and acutely- 
projecting, more so in some examples than in others. Eyes smaller 
in the adult than in the young. Interorbital space concave. 
Teeth — small, having a transverse elevated ridge along each. Dental 
laminae undulated. Flris — ^no cutaneous folds on the tail, the length 
of which is rather longer than the disk. One or two (sometimes 
more) large seiTated spines on the tail at the commencement of its 
second third ; between this and the base of the tail exists a median 
line of about seven short spines. Scales — ^interorbital space, and a 
varying width along the middle of the back and also on the tail 
covered with numerous fine tubercles ; there are usually no larger 
ones, but in some examples there is one larger on the centre of the 
shoulder, in others a few more anterior to it. Neither the number, 
size, character, nor extent of the distribution of the tubercles and 
spines depends on age or sex, adults even may be without any of 
either. In one example (a male) the band of tubercles along the 
back is very narrow, a row of large ones exists in the median line 
of the scapular region, and four along the back of the tail. This 
would be intermediate between T, walga and T, jyolylepis. Another 
example has a row of small spines ^ along the first third of the 
back of the tail, and a moderately sized, rather compressed median 
scapular spine with six smaller ones anterior to it ; a very wide 
band of tubercles exists along the back. One example has the 
smaller caudal spine very well developed, a very narrow row of 
tubercles along the back, and a central scapular tubercle. Another 
has only a few small tubercles and one central spine in the scapular 
region, some between the eyes, and some fine spines between the 
base of the tail and the two large spines. Young examples are 
often destitute of tubercles or armature except the caudal spines, 
and this immature character may be seen in some adults. Colour — 
dull grey or brown superiorly, white beneath. 

Blyth has observed that the males are larger than the females and 
have proportionately longer tails ; very commonly the second caudal 
spine (more especially of the females) does not extend beyond the 
first one. Some have a small lanceolated tubercle on the centre of 
the dorsal surface, others two or more, even to a series of five or 
six along the median line. 

Hoh, Erom the Bed Sea, through the seas of India to the Malay 
Archipelago. 


3. G-enus TJENIUEA, Miill. & Henle. 

Disk oval or rhomboidal ; tail elongated and tapering. Nasal 
valves coalescent, forming a quadrangular flap. Pectoral fins 
united anteriorly ; tail with a broad lower cutaneous fold continued 
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to its extremity. Body and tail either smooth or furnished with 
tubercles. 

Geographical Distribution, ITrom the Bed Sea and east coast of 
Africa through the seas of India to the Malay Archipelago and 
tropical America. 

61. (1.) Taeniura melanospilos 

Tseniura melanospilos, Bleeker, Nat, Tyds. Ned, Ind, 1853, iv, p. 513 ; 

Day, Fish, India, p. 740 (see synon.)- 

Jiluga tiriJiBy Tel. 

Disk rather broader than long ; its upper surface smooth. Tail 
very thick at its base, with two strong flattened elongated spines 
(upper lower 5| inches long) serrated externally. Brom 
opposite these spines on the lower surface of the tail commences a 
broad cutaneous fold, which is continued to the extremity of the 
tail, and on its upper surface are numerous tubercles of the same 
character as on the tail. The colours have not been noted. 

Two examples were captured in 1853 off the Coromandel coast, 
where they were said by the fishermen to be very rare. One had 
its disk 4 ft. 11 in. long and 5 ft. 11 in. broad ; the other disk was 
4 ft. 1 in. long by 5 ft. 11 in. wide. Inside the stomach of the 
latter were found the remains of some small crabs and a squilla. 
It was, however, expressly stated that the body was smooth, but the 
tail covered with rough tubercles, all of which had a stellated base. 

Hah, Bed Sea and Coromandel coast of India to Batavia. 

4. Oenus PTEROPLATEA, Mull. & Henle. 

Syn. ^toplatea, MiiU. & Henle. 

Body at least twice as broad as long ; tail thin, generally shorter 
than the body, with or without a rudimentary fin, but having a 
serrated spine ; spiracles with or without a tentacle ; nasal valves 
confluent, and forming a quadrangular flap. No papilla at bottom 
of the mouth. Teeth with from one to three cusps. Pectoral fins 
united in front. Skin smooth or tubercular. 

Geographical Distribution, Tropical and temperate seas. 

62. (1.) Pteroplatea micrura. (Eig. 23.) 

Raja micTura, Bl Schn. Syst, Ich. p. 360. 

Pteroplatea micrura, Day, Fish, hidia, p. 741, pi. cxciv, fig. 2. 


* T-fflNIXJRA LYMMA, Forskll. 

Disk rather longer than broad ; a few spines along the middle of the back. 
Two long papillfle at tbe bottom of the mouth. Colour— grey ^ with round blue 
dark-edged spots ; a bluish band along either side of the tail. 

Hah, Red Sea, coast of Africa to tlie Malay Archipelago , this ray con- 
sequently may probably be found off the coast of India. 
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Peroom tink, or Tappor kooti tirikij Tamil ; Tappu cooti and Tenkee 
kumid, Tel. ; Lek kpouk teinmgneej Burmese. 

Disk about twice as wide as long • tail as long as disk in young, 
but shorter in adults. No tentacle to spiracle. Teeth — with a 
single pointed cusp, — one or two small spines on caudal fin. 

Skin smooth. Gd<our — reddish brown ; tail annulated with white 
and brown ; superiorly, in the centre* of each light ring, there is 
generally a brown spot. The young are covered all over with 
small brown spots. A figure exists amongst Sir Walter Elliot's 
drawings of Madras fish of an example covered with light round 
spots. 



Fig. — Pteroplaiea miorura. 


Hah, Seas of India to the Malay Archipelago, and beyond. 
Jerdon obtained one in which the disk was 6 feet across and 
3 feet long. 


Family VI. MYLIOBATIDiE. 

Pectoral fins large, developed along the sides of the body, occa- 
sioning the latter to appear very broad ; these fins are not present 
on the sides of the head, but reappear at the end of the snout as 
a pair of detached fins. 

These fish, many of which attain to a large size, are variously 
known as “ Devil-fishes,^' “ Sea-devils," “ Bat-fishes,” “ Eagle- 
rays," &c. 
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JSj/nopsis of Indian Gemra. 

A. Teeth large, flattened, tessellated. 

Fins on head meet in the form of a soft appendage in 
front of snout. Teeth in several series, the 

middle being the broadest 1. Myliob\tis 

Only one series of very bro\d teeth 2. Abtob\tis. 

Fins on either side of snout form a lobe 3. Rhinopteba. 

B Teeth small ; cephalic fins forming an appendage 
on either side of snout. 

Teeth in both jaws 4. Dicerobatis. 


1. Genus MYLIOBATIS, Cuvier. 

Head distinct from disk i snout with a soft prolongation, in- 
ternally supported by fin-rays ; nasal valves coalescent, forming a 
quadrangular flap. Teeth hexagonal, fiat, the central broader 
than long; the external rows narrow*. Tail very long and whip- 
like, having a dorsal fin near its base, and usually a serrated spine 
posterior to the fin. Body smooth or tuberculated above. 

Geograjfhical distribution. Tropical and temperate seas. 


Synojpsis of Indian Species, 
Body smooth. The young with five blue cross 


bands on the upper surface, disappearing 

with age 1. M. nieukqfif p. 53. 

A row of small tubercles in the median line of the 
scapular region. Ocelli with brown margins 
in the posterior half of the upper surface of 

disk 2. M. maoulataj p. 59. 


63. (1.) Myliobatis nieiihofii. 

Raja nieuhofii, dl. Sc7m. Syst. Ich. p. 364. 

Myliobatis nieuhofii, Bay, Fish. India, p. 742 (see synon ) 

Twpya hoollee or Chuppa tinlce, Tamil; Mookarah tenkee, Tel. 

Disk about twice as broad as long ; tail about three times as 
long as disk. Fleshy prolongation of snout short : no horn on 
orbit. Body smooth. Ftns — dorsal situated at commencement of 
base of tail, opposite the end of the insertion of the ventrals ; no 
spines posterior to it. Colour — olive superiorly, tinged externally 
■with a reddish hue and a dark outer margin to the disk. The 
young have about seven blue bands across the disk and two more 
•between or close to the eyes. As the fish increases in size, first 
the bands on the head disappear and finally those on the body. 

Hah. Seas of India to the Malay Archipelago and Japan. 


* In the young the rows of teeth are of equal size and regularly hexagonal. 
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64. (2.) Myliobatis maculata 

Myliobatis maculata, Graij ^ Kir dm. III. Ind. Zool. ii, pi. 101 ; Daff, 
'^Fish. India j p. 742 (see syuon.). 

Disk about twice as wide as long ; tail more than three times as 
long as the disk, Fleshy prolongation of snout short, no horn ou 
orbit. Body with a row of small tubercles along the median line 
of the back in the scapular region. Fhis — dorsal situated at the 
commencement of the base of the tail, behind the end of the 
insertion of the ventrals ; no spine posterior to it. Colour — 
greenish brown, with round blue spots in the posterior half of the 
disk. Tail white with black rings. 

Eab. Seas of India to the Malay Archipelago. 

2. Genus AETOBATIS, Miill. & Henle. 

Syn. Stoasodon, Cantor. 

Head distinct from disk ; snout with a soft prolongation, in- 
ternally supported by fin-rays. Nasal valves usually distinct, each 
forming a long flap, or they may be united into one quadrangular 
flap. Teeth in a single row, hexagonal, broad, flat, with the lower 
dental laminm projecting beyond the upper. Tail very long and 
whip-like ; dorsal fin present near its base, and a serrated spine 
posterior to the fin. 

Geographical Distribution. Seas of the tropics. 

65. (1.) Aetobatis narinari. (Fig. 24.) 

Baja narinari, Evphrasen^ Vet.-Ah. Nk/a Handl, 1790, xi, p. 217. 

Aetobatis narinari, Day, Fish. India , p. 743, pi. cxciv, hg. 4 (see 
synon.). 

FeUtenheej Tel ; Currooway tirikiy Tam. ; lia-ttP-chartn-ddhj Andam. 

The comparative proportions of this fish vary greatly with age ; 
the distance from the mouth to the anus equals about half the 
width of the disk. Nasal valves in some examples separate, each as 
a long flap ; in other examples the valves unite and form a quad- 
rangular flap the lower edge of which is fringed ; the spiracle 
wider than the orbit. Teeth — Abroad, flat, and in a single row, 
those in the lower jaw may he angularly bent or nearly straight; 
the lower dental plate projects beyond that in the upper jaw. 
Fim — ^the dorsal arises opposite the base or centre of the ventral, 


* Myliobatis vespertilio, Bleeker. 

Dish at least twice as broad as long; snout somewhat produced; no horn on 
orbit. No tubercles on back Fiiis — dorsal begins close to the end of ven- 

trals, beyond which it does not extend. Colour — a network of blaok lines on 
the back and root of tbe pectoral fin. . » i 

Rah. Bed Sea and the Malay Archipelago ; therefore probably exists off the 
coast of India. 
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the latter fin being about three times as long as broad. Tail three 
or four times as long as the body, triangular in shape as far as the 
spine, which is serrated and situated just behind the termination 



Fig. 24,— Aetobatis nannan. 


of the dorsal fin ; beyond the spine the tail is compressed ; in this, 
as well as in some other species, there is occasionally a second 
spine on the tail a little behind the root of the first. Body 
smooth. Colour — greyish olive, sometimes greenish olive or 
leaden grey above, and usually covered from beyond the occiput 
with numerous dirty-white or bluish spots edged with black; 
abdominal surface white; tail black. Iris golden green, teeth 
greenish yellow. In the immature the back is of a deep leaden 
colour, and the spots hardly apparent. 

Hah, Eed Sea, seas and estuaries of India to the Malav Archi- 
pelago, and beyond. Eaten - by the natives. Is captured to 
upwards of 6 feet in width. 

3. Genus EHINOPTEEA, Kuhl. 

Syn. Myhrina and MicromemB^ Gill. 

Head distinct from the disk, but with a pair of rayed appendages 



Fig. 25. — Teeth of Bhinopterajavamca 
on the lower edge of the snout. Hasal valves confluent, forming 



MTTJOBATEDJE. 


61 


a broad flap. Teeth broad, flat, in five or more rows, the central 
being the broadest. Tail whip-like, having a dors^ fin armed 
with a serrated spine. 

Geographical Distribution. Tropical and contiguous seas. 

Synopsis of Indian Species, 

Nine series of teeth in upper jaw, and seven in the 

lower 1. JR. adspersa, p, Gl. 

Seven rows of teeth in each jaw, the three central 

series being much the longest 2. JR, jamnica, p. 61. 

66. (1.) Rhinoptera adspersa. 

Rhinoptera adspersa, JM.ull, Senh^ Rlagios, p. 183 ; Day^ Fish. 
India, p. 744 (see synon.). 

JMutta tirihi or Kurivi tirihi, Tamil. 

Bisk about twice as wide as long ; tail about three times as long 
as disk, iN’otch on snout shallow. Teeth — nme rows in the upper 
and seven in the lower jaw, the teeth in the central row of the 
upper jaw 2| to 3 times wdder from side to side than from back to 
front, but not so wide as those in the next row. Ftns — dorsal, 
situated at the base of the tail, and immediately behind it a strong 
serrated spine. Upper surface of body covered with fine stellate 
tubercles. Colour — greenish brown superiorly, becoming lighter 
at the edges of the disk. 

Hah, Seas of India. 

67. (2.) Rhinoptera javanica. (Fig. “25, teeth ^.) 

Rhinoptera javanica, JMuUei' ^ SJmle, Flagios. p. 182, t. Iviii j Day, 
Fish. India, p. 744, pi. cxcv, fig. 4 (teeth). 

Bisk from about If to twice as broad as long; tail nearly twice 
as long as disk. Notch on snout shallow. Teeth — seven rows in 
both jaws, those in the central row being four or five times wdder 
than long (in the antero-posterior direction), and j-ather more than 
twice as wide as the row on either side. The outer rows are hexa- 
gonal and narrow ; those in the lower jaw rather narrower than 
those in the upper. Fins — dorsal situated at the base of the tail, 
and immediately behind it a serrated spine. Colour — ^greenish 
superiorly, white beneath. 

Hah, Seas of India to the Malay Archipelago. 

4. Genus DICEROBATIS, BlainviUe. 

Syn. Cephaloptera and JMobula, A. Dum^ril. 

Pectoral fin not extended on to the sides of the head, which 
latter is truncated in front, whilst on either side is a forvvardly- 


* Mr. A. S. Woodward (Ann. Mag. Rat. Hist. 1888, i. p. 281) has shown 
that the dentition of these fishes may be abnormally altered. 
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pointing horn-like projection, which is internally supported by fin- 
rays. jN'ostrds not confluent. Teeth in jaws very small, flat, or 
tuberculated, and in many rows. Tail whip-like, with a dorsal fin 
situated above and between the ventrals, armed with or destitute 
of a serrated spine. 

The designation Sea-devih has been given by some authors to fishes 
belonging to this genus ; it is also frequently applied to several other 
forms of armed raj’^s and fishes which inflict dangerous wounds. 

Geograjphical Distrihutio'nu Tropical and temperate seas. 

Synopsis of Indian Species, 

Teeth numerous in both jaws 1. jD. eregoodoo^ p. G2. 

Teeth 35 ^^ 2. D. kuhlii, p. 63. 

68. (1.) Dicerobatis eregoodoo. (Fig. 26.) 

Eregoodoo tenkee, JRtcssell, Fish, Vizag, i, pi. ix. ; Cuvier, Ftgne 
Anim. ed. 2, 1829, ii, p, 442, note. 

Bicerobatis eregoodoo, Cantor, Cat, Mai, Fish. p. 438 ; Dag, Fish. 
India, p. 744, pi. cxciii, fig. 1 (see synon.). 

Fregoodoo tenhee, Tel. j Shing pdkat, Marathi ; Yelild or Konmii tii ikt, 
Tam. 



Fig. 26 — Dicerohatis eregoodoo. 
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Disk about twice as broad as long ; tail in the young times 
the length of the body, but in adults only a little more than half 
the same length. Body smooth. The horns or cephalic portion 
of the pectoral fin have a convoluted appearance, and “ are used 
by the animal to draw its prey into its mouth, which opens like a 
huge cavern between them. The fishermen say they see them 
swimming slowly along with their mouth open and flapping these 
great sails inwards, drawing in the smaller Crustacea on which they 
feed ” (Sir W. Elliot, MS.). Teeth — small, like flattened, quad- 
rangular tubercles as broad as wide in adults, twice as broad in 
the young, with a backwardly directed point ; in a jaw twelve 
inches across the gape taken from an example upu ards of eighteen 
feet across the disk, and ^ vertical row's opposite the symphysis. 
In a pair of jaws four inches across, from an example captured at 
Kurrachee, there are Cantor found in an example thirty inches 
across the disk and six or seven vertical rows. It may therefore 
be supposed that the number increases with age, and perhaps alters 
in shape. The band of teeth reaches nearly to the angle of the 
mouth. Fms — no spine on the tail posterior to the dorsal fin. 
Colour — of a deep purplish superiorly; white beneath. 

Hob, Beas of India to the Malay Archipelago; attaining to 
18 feet and upwards across the disk. 

69. (2.) Dicerobatis kuhlii. 

Cephaloptera kuhlii, Muller ^ Henley Tlagws. p. 185, t. lix, fig. 1. 

Dicerobatis kuhlii, Bay, Fish, Xndia, p. 745 (see synon.). 

Disk more than twice as wide as long ; tail not so long as the 
disk. Body and tail smooth. Teeth — wider than broad; 
series, the band ceasing some distance from the angle of the mouth. 
Colour — browm or greenish, 

Edb, Erom the east coast of Africa, through the seas of India 
to the Malay Archipelago. 
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Subclass TELEOSTEI. 

Skeleton osseous. Skull with cranial sutures. Vertebrae com- 
pletely separated, and the posterior extremity of the ■Nertebral 
column bony, or having bony plates. Branchiae free, and the 
water discharged through a single aperture on each side, protected 
by a bony gill-cover or opercle ; branchiostegal rays present. A 
non-contractiLe bulbus arteriosus, having a pair of valves at its 
commencement. Optic nerves decussating. 

The fishes -which compose this subclass form the great bulk of 
those existing at the present day, and are popularly known as the 
‘‘ true fishes.’’ In geological sequence they appeared subsequently 
to the Chondropterygii, their first traces being found in the Cre- 
taceous period towards the close of the Mesozoic epoch. 


Synopses of Orders^ amongst Indian TeleosteL 

All the fin-rays articulated, with the 
exception of the first in th^ dor- 
sal and pectoral which sometimes 
are more or less ossified. Ven- 
tral fins, when present, abdomi- 
nal and spineless. Air-bladder, 
if existing, having a pneumatic 
duet (except in Scomhresocidee) . 1. PBFSOSTOML 
A portion of the dorsal, anal, and 
ventral fins unarticulated, form- 
ing spines f. Air-bladder, when 
present, completely closed in 
adults, not possessing a pneu- 

^ maticduct 2, AGANTHOPTERTGIL 

All the rays of the vertical and ven- 
tral j^s articulated ; the latter, 
when present, being jugular and 
thoracic 3. ANAGANTHINL 


* The above Orders are given in accordance with commonly received views 
or those of Muller somewhat modified ; but they are of very different values, and 
must be largely altered when the development^ and general anatomy of fishes 
becomes better known. 

t There are some genera in which the fins can hardly he said to possess any 
true spines, as amongst the TrachinidcB, Aulostoma, &c. 
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A dermal segmental skeleton; tlie 
opercular pieces reduced to a 
single plate. Gill-opeuingssmall. 

Gills consisting of small rounded 
tufts, attached to the branchial 
arches. Muscular system very 

slightly developed 4. LOFHOBIUNGUIL 

The bones of the head completely 
ossified, those in the remainder 
of the body incompletely. 7er- 
tebrjB few. Gill-openings small, 
situated in front of the pectoral 
fins. Gills pectinate. Mouth 
narrow ; the bones of the upper 
jaw mostly united, sometimes 
produced into the form of a beak. 

There may be a single soft-rayed 
dorsal fin, belonging to the caudal 
portion of the vertebral column, 
and situated opposite the anal ; 
in some a rudimental spinous 
dorsal is also present : the ven- 
trals, when existing, have the 
form of spines. Skin either 
smooth, with rough scales, or 
ossified in the form of plates or 
spines. Air-bladder destitute of 
a pneumatic duct 5. FLEGTOGNATHL 


r 
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Order L PHYSOSTOMI, Miiller. 

All the fin-rays articulated with the exception of the first in 
the dorsal and pectoral, which are frequently more or less ossified. 
Ventral fins, when present, abdominal and spineless. Air-vessel, 
if existing, having a pneumatic duct (except in the family Bcom- 
hresocidce). 

This order contains the largest proportion of the freshwater 
fishes of India. The family Biluridce or sheat-fishes are destitute 
of scales ; the carps, Cyp^inidce, have scaled bodies but no teeth in 
the jaws ; while the herrings, Glupeidce^ are likewise scaled, and 
have some teeth in the jaws and a carinate abdominal edge. 


Synopsis of Indian families. 

I. Fishes with eel-like bodies. Margin of upper jaw- 
formed of the premaxillaries, the maxillanes 
being internal and parallel to them. Vertical 
fins rudimentary, and no paired fins. Gill-open- 
ings in the form of a single slit. Scales, if present, 
minute. Accessory breathing-organs may be pre- 
sent. No air-bladder. Stomach without a blind 
sac; no pyloric cseca. Ovaries with oviducts. S3nnbranchidse. 

IL Fishes with eel-like bodies. Margin of upper 
jaw formed anteriorly by the premaxillaries and 
laterally by the maxillaries. Pectoral fins 
present or absent; no ventrals. No accessory 
breathing-organs. Stomach with a blind sac; 
no pyloric casca. Ovaries without oviducts . . Mursemdae. 

III. Subopercle absent. Margin of upper jaw 
formed by the premaxillaries. Skin scaleless and 
smooth, or covered with osseous plates or scat- 
tered tubercles. Adipose dorsal usually present. Siluridae. 

fV. Pseudobranchi 0 e,when present, glandular. Mar- 
gin of the upper jaw formed by the pre- 
maxillaries. Opercular pieces complete. Mouth 
toothless, teeth in lower pharyngeals. Head 
scaleless ; body scaled or scaleless, never covered 
by osseous plates. Air-bladder present or absent. C37priiiidae. 

V. PseudobranchisB absent. Mar^n of upper jaw 

formed by the premaxillaries and maxillanes, 
which are toothed. Opercular pieces complete. 

No barbels. Dorsal fin in can dal portion of body. 

Stomach with blind sac ; intestinal canal short, 
and furnished with spiral folds. No pyloric caeca. 

An air-bladder Chirocentridae. 

VI. Pseudobranchiae usually well developed. Mar- 
gin of the upper jaw formed by premaxillaries 
and maxillaries. Opercular pieces complete. 



SrMBRiJfCHIDu®. 


67 


Abdomen usually keeled. No adipose dorsal. 

Scales on body, none on head. Pyloric append- 

a<,^es numerous Clupeidae. 

Vn. No pseudobranchiae. Margin of upper jaw 
mostly formed by premaxillaries, behind and 
parallel to which are the maxillaiies. No scales 
or barbels. Abdomen rounded. Dorsal opposite 
anal. No adipose fin. Few pyloric caeca j large 
air-bladder. The ova fall into the abdominal 
cavity before exclusion Galaxidae. 

VIII. Pseudobranchiae absent. Margin of upper 
jaw formed by premaxillaries and miixillaries. 

Opercular apparatus incomplete ; a parieto-mas- 
toid cavity on either side, leading into the 
interior of the skull. A single rayed dorsal fin ; 
a long anal. Head and body scaled. Two 

pyloric appendages Notopteridae, 

IX. Pseudobranchise well developed. Margin of 
upper j aw formed by^ premaxillaries. Opercular 
pieces sometimes incomplete. No barbels. 

Gill-openings very wide. Scales present or 

absent. Adipose dorsal present Scopelidae. 

X. Pseudobranchise absent. Margin of upper jaw 

formed by premaxillaries. Barbels ’ absent. 

Teeth in both jaws, and in superior and inferior 

te geals. One spineless dorsal in posterior 

body. Air-bladder simple C]7prmodo2itidae. 

XI, Pseudobranchise glandular. Margin of upper 
jaw formed by premaxillaries and maxillaries. 

Lower pharyngeals united. No adipose dorsal. 

Scales present. Air-bladder, when present, des- 
titute of pneumatic duct Scombresocidae. 


Family L SYMBKANCHID^. 

Grill-openings confluent into a single slit, which is situated on 
the abdominal surface. GiUs well developed or rudimentary. Body 
elongated. The humeral arch may or may not be attached to the 
skull. Margin of the upper jaw formed by the premaxillaries, the 
maxillaries being internal and parallel to them. Barbels absent. 
Palatine teeth, when present, in a single row or a narrow band. 
Vertical fins rudimentary, in the form ot mere folds of skin, and no 
paired fins. Scales, if present, minute. Vent far behind the 
head. An accessory breathing-sac present or absent. Air-bladder 
absent. Bibs present. Stomach destitute of a blind sac. No 
pyloric appendages. Ovaries with oviducts. 

The families Bymhranchidm and Murcenidce belong to th^Ajpodes 
of many authors. The first is fairly represented in the fresh waters 
on the continent of India, whereas the latter is more numerous in 

r2 
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the seas than in the fresh waters. Among the Apodes the spined 
freshwater eels (Ehynchohdellidoe) and the JSfotaeanthidce, Gunther, 
have been placed. 

Geographical Distribution. Presh and brackish waters of tropical 
Asia and America; also Western Australia and Van Diemen’s 
land. 


Synopsis of Indian Genera. 

First group. Amphipnina. 

Humeral arch not attached to the skull ; an accessory breathing- 
apparatus, Scales present. 

Palatine teeth in a single row. 1. Amphipnous. 


Second group. SxMBEAiroHnrA. 

Humeral arch attached to the skull. No accessory breathing- 
. apparatus. Scales absent. 

GUIs rudimentary 2. Monoptbetts. 

Gills well developed 3. Symbeanchus. 


First group. AMPHIPNINA. 

1. Genus AMPHIPNOTJS, Muller. 

Syn. Fneumabranchusj McClelland. 

Branchiostegals six. Gill-membranes almost entirely grown to 
the isthmus, and having a single transverse opening. Three bran- 
chial arches with the laminae rudimentary, divided by narrow shts. 
A respiratory air-sac exists on the neck behind the head and com- 
municates with the gill-cavity. Palatine teeth in a single, well- 
developed row\ Scales present and arranged in longitudinal row's. 

This amphibious fish, when kept in an aquarium, may be observed 
constantly rising to the surface for the purpose of respiring atmo- 
spheric air direct. It usually remains with its snout close to the 
surface, and in like manner lies in the grassy sides of ponds and 
stagnant pieces of water, so that without trouble it may obtain 
access to air. 

In Amphipnous cuchia we find that of all the arches, the second 
alone possesses laminss for the purposes of breathing; and these 
consist merely of a few long fibrils attached to the middle of the 
arch, and occupying but a very small extent of its surface ; the 
third supports, in the place of laminae, a thick and semi-transparent 
tissue, w'hich in large individuals of the species possesses a fringed 
or denticulated appearance at its edge ; whilst the first and fourth 
are bare, having only the membrane that fills up the space betw’een 
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the arches reflected over them. The principal organs of respir- 
ation are two small bladders, which the animal has the power of 
filling with air, immediately derived from the atmosphere. They 
are placed behind the head, one on each side of the neck, above the 
superior or vertebral extremities of the branchial arches, and are 
covered over by the common integuments, presenting externally, 
when distended with air, two protuberances of a round shape, . . , 
They present, when separated from their surrounding attachments 
and inflated with air, thin, semi-transparent, membranous parietes, 
resembling the posterior portions of the lungs of serpents. . . . 
Of the whole volume of blood contained in the branchial artery, 
one-third passes through the gills and respiratory bladders, whilst 
the other two-thirds are conveyed directly from the heart to the 
aorta without being exposed to the action of the air.’’ — Taylor^ 
Gleanings in Science, ii, p. 173, and Edinb. Journ. of Sc. v, 1831, 
p. 33 ; Hyril^ Denk. Ak. Wiss. Wien, 1858, xiv, p. 39, c. tab. 


70. (1.) AmpMpnons cnchia. (Fig. 27.) 

Unihranchapertura cuchia, Ham, Buck, Fish. Ganges, pp. 16, 363, 
pi. 16, fig. 4. 

Amphipnous euchia, JDay, Fish, India, p. 656, pi. clxvii, fig. 1 (see 
synon.). 

Cuchia, Ooriah and Beng. 5 Nga-’sheeny Burmese ; Bondoo paum, Tel. 

Length of head (from gill-opening) contained 6 to 8 times m 
the distance between the snout and the anus ; length of tail 4 to 4| 
in the entire length. Eyes — two to three diameters from end of 
snout and situated in the anterior one fourth or one fifth of the length 



Pig, 27 . — Amphipnous cuchia and its upper teeth. 


of the head, about midway between the end of the snout and the 
posterior extremity of the jaws ; a valved nostril opens above the 
orbit ; a second, round and patent, in front of the snout. Upper 
jaw slightly the longer ; lips fleshy. Teeth — a single row of small 
ones in the premaxillaries, except opposite the symphysis ; a 
single band of large, curved, compressed and backwardly directed 
ones on either palatine; and a single row of moderately large 
ones on either ramus of the mandible. Fitis — a rudimentary 
dorsal commences slightly before a vertical line drawn through 
the anus. Scales — distinct and longitudinally arranged. Gill- 
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Openings — inferior, the membrane adherent to the isthmus. Yer- 
tebrm 106/65. Colour — greenish, or of a chestnut-brown, becom- 
ing lighter on the abdomen ; numerous black spots over the body ; 
occasionally individuals are flesh-coloured. 

“ Natives reject it as food and imagine that its bite is fatal to 
cattle, although less powerful on the human kind — a supposition 
highly improbable.” {Hem, BugJi,) 

Hob, Tresh and brackish waters of the Punjab, Bengal, Orissa, 
Assam and Burma attaining at least two feet in length. 


Second group. SYMBEANCHINA. 

2. Genus MONOPTERUS, Lac^pMe. 

Syn. FMaj Bl. Schn. ; OpMcardia, McClelland ; Aptet^igia, Basilewski, 

Branchiostegals five or six. Gill-membranes almost entirely 
attached to the isthmus, having a single transverse opening. Three 
branchial arches separated by moderately wide intermediate slits, 
with the laminm rudimentary or absent. Palatine teeth in a narrow 
band. Scales absent. No accessory breathing-sac. 

Dareste observed a complete absence of branchial laminae in 
three examples of Mono^pterus javanensis. 


71. (1.) Monopterus javanensis. (Eig. 28.) 

Monopterus javanensis, Lacipede, H N, Foiss. ii, p. 139 ; JDag, 
Fish. Indiaj p. 666, pi. clxix, fig. 1 (see synon.). 

Length of head contained 9 to 12 times in the distance between 
the end of the snout and the vent ; length of body about four or 
five times that of the tail. Eyes — situated about midway between 



Fig. 2S.— Monopterus Javanensis and upper teeth. 


angle of mouth and end of snout, diameter one eighth of length of 
head, 2 diameters from end of snout and 1 to IJ apart. Greatest 
diameter of fish at the occiput. Profile of upper surface of head 
descending some^\ hat suddenly from above the eyes to the snout, 
which last is pointed and somewhat compressed. Extent of cleft 
of mouth equal to about one third the distance between end of snout 

and gill-opening. Tail narrow and tapering to a point. Teeth 

conical, and in a band tapering tov^ards the angle of the mouth ; 
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the palatine band resembles that in the jaw. Fins — dorsal com- 
mencing above or a little before the vertical from the vent. Oohur — 
light greenish, with or without dark spots ; or else the whole body 
nearly black. 

“This eel is numerous at Chusan, in streamlets, canals, and 
estuaries. As it is a favourite article of food it is kept by the 
inhabitants of Chusan in large jars, with fresh water. But it is 
capable of living a considerable time out of water. It is of 
voracious habits, feeding on smaller fishes, and it takes hooks baited 
with earthworms.” (Cantor, L e,) 

Eah, This fish is confined to the fresh or brackish waters of 
Burmah, the Malay Archipelago, and China. 


3. Genus SITMBEANCHUS, Bloch. 

Svn. Unihranchapertiira, Lacepede ; Fneiimahranchus and Ophisternon, 
McClelland ; Tetrahranclius, Bleeker. 

Branchiostegals sis. GiU-memhranes not attached to the isthmus, 
having a single transverse opening. Pour branchial arches with 
well-developed gills. Palatine teeth in a band. Scales absent. 
Ko accessory breathing-sac. 

GeograjphiGcd Dlstrihution, Fresh and brackish waters of India to 
the Malay Archipelago and Australia : also tropical America. 

72. (1.) Symbranchus bengalensis. (Pig. 29.) 

Ophisternon bengalensis, McClelland, Calc, Jour, N, H. v, pp, 197, 
220, pi. xi, figs. 1, 2. 

Symbranchus bengalensis, Fay, Fish. India, p. 667, pi. clxvii, fig. 2 
(see synon.). 

Length of head contained 9 to 12 times in the distance between 
* end of snout and anus. Byes — diameter about one twentieth of 



Pig. 29 . — Bynnbranchis hengaUnsis and upper teeth. 


length of head. The girth of the body is equal to about three times 
its height. Snout anteriorly rounded, lips fleshy, the upper jaw 
rather the longer; cleft of* mouth extending to some distance 
behind the orbits. Teeth— m upper jaw fine and pointed, not 
continuous at the symphysis ; those on either side terminating: in 
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a triangular patch, with a narrow edentulous interspace ; those in 
the lower jaw rather larger, with a narrow edentulous interspace 
between those of each side, laterally they are in a single row: 
palatine teeth in a band. Fins — ^the dorsal commences before the 
anal, which is situated in the last fourth or fifth of the total 
length, the caudal is hardly conspicuous: all the fins are low. 
Lateral line — conspicuous. Colour — a dull dirty brownish red in 
estuaries, lightest on the abdomen. In clearer water this fish is 
greenish or blackish green, the abdomen being paler. 

Hob, Estuaries and fresh waters within the influence of the 
tides along the coasts of India and the Malay Archipelago, to the 
Philippines : attaining to several feet in length. Apparently more 
common in Bengal than in Malabar. 


Family II. MURiENIDiE. 

Body elongated, cylindrical, or band-shaped : the humeral arch 
not attached to the skull. The branchial openings in the pharynx 
may be narrow or wide slits. Margin of upper jaw constituted 
anteriorly by the premaxillaries, which are more or less coalescent 
with the vomer and ethmoid, while the sides of the upper jaw are 
formed by the maxillaries, which are furnished with teeth. Ver- 
tical fins, when present, confluent or separated by a projecting 
tail: pectorals present or absent: ventrals absent. Scales, when 
present, rudimentary. The vent may be situated close to the root 
of the pectoral fins, or a long distance posterior to the head. The 
heart may be situated just, or a long distance, behind the gills. 
Stomach with a blind sac. I^o pyloric appendages. Ovaries 
destitute of oviducts. 

Eels (Anguilla) are not, as sometimes supposed, hermaphrodites, 
but they breed in salt water. Large sterile females are found in 
rivers. 



Pig. 80. The above figure, from Sir "W. Elliot’s drawing, is a common 
. Le^tocephalus of some muraenoid form. 

A number of larval fishes have been termed LeptoeepTiali. or 
“glass eels” (fig. 30). The development of some of them, it has 
been suggested, may have been arrested at an early age, the fishes 
dying before attaining their perfect state. A. s:patlanzanii is said 
by Bareste to be a young conger ; and Belage in 1886 (Compt. Bend. 
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ciii, p. 698) traced the development of one of these fishes into a 
conger; but some cannot be the offspring of mursBnoid fishes. 

Stomiamneulus, Kaup, is the joung of Stomias; Porohromhus, 
Kaup, the young of Fierasfer acus; and Emnmlus^ Xaup, probably 
ih.Q,t oi Alepoc&phalusP {Gunther 

Eels are generally known as Velangoo or Pamloo meen in Tamil 
(snake fish). 

Eynojgsis of Indian Genera. 

Eirst group. etotschism. 

A. Branchial openings in the pharynx are narrow slits. 

Pectorals absent; vertical fins well deve- 
loped. Posterior nostril a round and 
patent opening 1. MuEiENA. 

Fins absent, except a rudimentary one round 

end of tail 2. Gymnomub^na. 

Second group. Mtjejinidje platyschistje. 

B. Branchial openings in the pharynx are wide slits. 

a. Heart close behind gills. Tail longer or 
scarcely shorter than the trunk. Nostrils 
lateral or superior. Tongue free. Caudal 
fin continued round the end of tail ; pecto- 
rals present or absent. Scales present or 
absent. 

Pectoral fins present ; dorsal commences some 
distance behind the nape. Eudimentary 
scales. 3. Anguilla. 

Pectoral fins present; dorsal commences above 
gill-opening. Cleft of mouth reaches to 
below middle of eye. Large muciferous 
cavities on skulL Teeth in bands. 

Scaleless 4. CONGBOMUBiENA. 

Pectoral fins present ; dorsal commences above 
gill-opening. Cleft of mouth reaches to 
behind middle of eye. Maxillary teeth 
biserial ; vomerine uniserial. Scaleless . 5. Ubocongee. 

5. Heart close to gills. Tail not shorter than 
trunk. Nostrils lateral or superior. Tongue 
not free. Caudal fin continued round the 
end of tail; pectorals present or absent, 

Scaleless. 

Pectoral fins present. Canine teeth in jaws 
anteriorly; strong teeth on vomer. Pos- 
terior nostril opposite upper part or middle 
of eye 6. MuBiENEsox. 

Pectoral fins absent. Posterior nostril lateral 

and in front of orbit 7. SAUBENCHEiiTS. 

c. Heart close to gills. Nostrils labial. Tongue 
not free. Caudal fin continued round the 
end of tail; pectorals present or absent. 

Scaleless. 

Pectoral fins absent. Body elongated, ver- 
miform 8. MUBiENICHTHYS. 
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d. Heart close to gills. Nostrils labial. Tongue 

not free. End of tail free, being without 
fin-rays. Pectorals, when present, rudi- 
mentary, Scaleless. 

Vomerine teeth present 9. Ophichthys. 

e. Heart placed a long distance behind the gills. 

Tail shorter than the trunk. Posterior 
nostril in front of the eye. Vertical fins 
little developed j pectorals, if present, rudi- 
mentary. 

Eyes small. Cleft of mouth narrow. Teeth 

in a single row 10. Moringita. 


First group. MUE^NJDiE ENQTSCHIST-^E. 

1. Genus Artedi. 

Syn. GymnotJwrax^ Bloch ; MurmnophiS) Lac6p. ; Echidna, Forst. ; 
Thccrodontis, Strophdon, and Lycodmtis, McClell. ; Sidera^ Eurymyctera, 
Thyrsoidea, lAmamurcena, Polyuranodon, Pccciloplm, (^mnomv/rcBna, 
Pnodonophis, and Tc&niophis, Kaup ; Pseudomurcena, Johnson. 

Body moderately or exceedingly elongate. Gill-openings narrow. 
A tubular nostril on either side of the upper surface of the snout ; 
the posterior nostril a round foramen between the eyes or opposite 
the antero-superior edge of the eye, it may or may not be furnished 
with a tube. Teeth well developed and acute or molariform ; the 
maxillary teeth may be in one or two rows. Dorsal fin elevated 
or not so ; the end of the tail surrounded by fin, which is occasion- 
ally rudimentary. Pectorals absent. 

Geographical Distribution. Seas of tropical and temperate regions : 
a few species ascend tidal rivers. 

The dentition in some of these fishes alters considerably with 
age, whilst in others it is not constant in every individual of the 
same species. 

Synopsis of Indian Species. 

A. Teeth pointed. The posterior nostrils not 
tubular. 

a. Tail and trunk of about the same length. 

Teeth biserial. Black, with numerous 

yellow dots 

Teeth biserial. Brownish yellow, with 
fine white spots, streaks,^ or marks, 

which may be lost in the adult 

Teeth biserial. Greenish olive, with 

silvery dots along the lateral line 

Teeth uniserial. Dark purplish, covered 

with fine white spots 

Teeth uniserial. Yellow, with 18 to 20 
dark bands, 3 of which are on the 
head 


1. M. meleagns, p. 76. 

2. M. tUe, p. 76. 

3. M. satJieie, p. 77. 

4. M. punctata, p. 77. 

5. M. rueppellii, p. 77. 
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Teeth uniserial. About 16 dark bands 
encii-cle body, none being on the bead . . 
Teeth uniserial. From 28 to 35 more or 
less complete dark bands ; head with 

dark marks 

Teeth uniserial. Dark spots on head, 
body, and fins, separated by narrow 

light lines or interspaces 

Teeth uniserial. Olive-brown; a tew 
dark spots on head, and many irre- 
gular spots on body and fins 

Teeth uniserial. Brown, covered with 
fine spots on head and body, amongst 
which are reticulated yellow lines; 
a black spot usually at the gill- 
opening 

Teeth uniserial. Light brown, covered 
with irregular dark blotches and 
usually reticulated lines, most dis- 
tinct in the posterior half of the 

body 

Teeth uniserial; vomerine band bifur- 
cated in front. Light brown, marbled 
with darker ; gill-opening in a black 
spot; fins usually with a light outer 

edge 

Teeth uniserial. Brownish black or 
blotched 

5. Tail at least twice as long as trunk. 

Teeth biserial. Uniform brown ; the fins 
nearly black 

B. Teeth in jaws pointed ; globular on 
vomer. 

Teeth biserial. light brown, covered 
with closely-set purplish spots and 
light intermediate lines forming a 
network; anal fin sometimes with 

a light outer edge 

Teeth in jaws uniserial. Grey, with ar- 
borescent black markings and mar- 
bling 

0. Teeth generally obtuse or molariform. 

Tail one third of the total length. Brown, 
with from 30 to 100 narrow white 

or yellow rings 

Tail a httle shorter than the trunk. 


6. M, 7*eticidariSj p, 78. 

[p. 78. 

7. M, pinctatofasciata, 

8. M, tessellata, p. 78. 

9. p. 79. 

[p. 79. 

10. M. pseudothyrsmdeay 

11. M, undulatay p. 80. 

[p.80. 

12. M. Jlammarginatay 

13. Af. afmy p. 80. 

14. ilf. macTurUy p. 81. 

15. M, ih^noideuy p. 81. 

16. Jf. •j^ctay p. 82. 

17. M, zehrtty p. 82. 


Brown, with from 20 to 25 dark 
blotches along the side, with some 
white spots in the centre of each .... 18. M, nehthsuy p. 83. 

Tail one third longer than the trunk. 

Brown, with from 25 to 30 narrow, 

yellow, whole or half hands 19. AT. poZysowa, p. 83. 

Tail about as long as trunk. Black .... 20. ilif, nig7‘ay p. ^ 
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73. (!.) MursBua meleagris. 

* Miiraena meleagris, Shaw, Nat, Misc. p. 220, and General Zool. iv, 
pt. i, p. 82 ; i>«y 3 Nish. India^ p. 668 (see synon,). 

Length, of head contained to 3| times in the distance between 
the end of the snout and the vent ; tail rather longer than the 
trunk. Eyes — small, 2| diameters from the end of the snout; an- 
terior nasal tubes very short. Length of cleft of mouth 2% in the 
length of the head. The mouth can be completely closed, (xill- 
opening narrow. Teeth — in two rows, except on the vomer and 
on the sides of the mandible. Canines rather small. Colour — 
brownish black, covered with numerous yellow dots that are smaller 
than the eye. 

ffah. Prom the east coast of Africa, the Seychelles, and the 
Mauritius throughout the seas of India to the Malay Archipelago 
and the Pacific, This species attains a large size. 


74. (2.) Muraena tile, (Pig. ^1.) 

Mursenophis tile, Nam. Buch. Fish. Ganges, pp. 18, 363, 

Miirsena tile. Bay, Fish. India, p. 668, pi. clxx, fig. 4 (see synon.). 

Length of head 3|- to 4| in the distance between the end of the 
snout and the vent ; tail rather shorter than the trunk, or about 
the same length. Byes — rather small, about 2 to 2^ diameters from 



Fig. 31 . — Mwcma tile and upper teeth. ‘ 


end of snout and situated slightly nearer to the angle of the mouth 
than to the end of the snout ; length of cleft of mouth about 3^ in 
that of the head ; anterior nasal tubes short.. Gill-opening about as 
wide as the eye. Teeth — ^in two rows, except at the sides in the 
lower jaw ; canines small. Colour — brownish yellow or greenish, 
becoming lighter beneath ; the body covered with small white spots, 
specks, or marks, which sometimes have a dark border, or they 
may be entirely absent in adults. 

Bah. Pourbon, seas and estuaries of Bengal to the Malay Archi- 
pelago. M. tile ascends tidal rivers and is common in the Hooghly 
at Calcutta, where it attains about 2 feet in length. 
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75. (3.) Murana satliete. 

MursenopMs sathete, Ham, Bueh, Fish, Ganges, pp. 17, 363. 

Muxsena sathete, Day, Fish, India, p. 668 (see synon.). 

Length of head 4| to 5 in the distance between the ead of the 
snout and the vent ; tail rather longer (considerably according to 
McClelland) than the trunk. Eyes — small, to 2| diameters from 
the end of the snout, 2 apart, and midway between the angle of the 
mouth and the end of the snout. Length of the cleft of the mouth 
about 3| times in the length of the head ; jaws nearly equal in length 
anteriorly. Teeth — the maxillary, anterior vomerine, and anterior 
mandibular teeth biserial, the rest uniserial. Colour — ^Head, body, 
and fins dark greenish olive, becoming of a greenish yellow infe- 
riorly ; silvery dots along the lateral line. 

Hal. Bay of Bengal, Pinang. 

76. (4.) UlnraBna punctata. 

Gymnothorax punctatus, Bl, Schn. Sxjst. Ick, p. 526. 

Muraena puncteita, Day, Fish, India, p. 669, pi. clxxiii, fig. 1 (see 
synon.). 

Calamaia paum, Tel. 

Length of head 3 J in the distance between the end of the snout 
and the vent ; tail rather longer than the trunk. Eyes of moderate 
size, situated midway between the angle of the mouth and end of 
the snout ; anterior nasal tubes about half as long as the orbit. 
Length of cleft of mouth equal to half the length of the head ; the 
mouth can be completely closed. Gill-opening about twice as large 
as the orbit. Teeth — in a single row, from 18 to 22 on each side 
of the mandible, the anterior longest. Canines of moderate size. 
Colour — ^purplish black, with black streaks radiating from the eye ; 
the whole of the fish covered with pure white spots each having a 
dark edge, they are largest posteriorly, but nowhere exceed the size 
of the pupil of the eye. 

Hed>. Coromandel coast of India. This fish attains to a large 
size. Bussell observed that it was not eaten, and it was considered 
to be of a poisonous nature, whilst its flesh smelt very rank even 
when it was just captured. 

77. (5.) Muraena rueppellii. 

Dalophis nipellise, McClelland, Cal, Joum, Nat, Hist, v, p. 213. 

Muraena ruppellii, Day, Fish, India, p. 669 (see synon.). 

Length of head 3^- to 3| in the distance between the end of the 
snout and the vent ; tail about one fifth longer than the trunk. 
Eyes — rather above half the length of the snout, and situated nearly 
midway between angle of mouth and end of snout ; anterior nasal 
tubes scarcely half the length of the eye. Snout slightly com- 
pressed ; extent of cleft of mouth 2% in the length of the head. 
Gill-opening about as wide as the eye. Teeth — ^in a single row 
(the young may have one or two extra teeth forming an inner 
maxiUary row), from 20 to 23 in each ramus of mandible ; canines 
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of moderate size ; the mouth can be completely closed. Colour — 
yellowish, with from 18 to 20 black rings encircling the head and 
body ; they are narrower than the ground-colour ; the first three 
are on the head, the others sometimes become less distinct as age 
increases. 

Eah. Andamans and Malay Archipelago. 


78. (6.) Muraena reticularis. 



Length of head in the distance between the end of the snout 
and the vent ; tail a little longer than the trunk. Eyes— diameter 
two thirds of the length of the snout, situated rather nearer angle 
of mouth than end of snout. Anterior nasal tubes very short ; 
snout short and very slightly compressed. Extent of cleft of 
mouth one third of the length of the head. GilL-opening of about 
the same size as the eye. Teeth — in a single row, some being 
slightly serrated ; about 13 in each ramus of mandible ; the canines 
small; the mouth can be completely closed. Colour — head and 
back spotted and dotted with brown ; about 16 dark cross bands 
on the body, wider than the ground-colour, and most distinct in 
the lower half of the body and on the dorsal fin ; the first well- 
marked ventral baud is behind the gill-opening. 

Hob. Seas of India to China and Japan. 

79. (7.) Murasna punctatofasciata. 

Gymnothorax punctato-fasciatus, BleeherfGymnoth, Ind, Arch, p. 167, 
and Atl. Ich. iv, p. 99, pi, clxxv, fig. 4. 

Mursena punetato-fasciata, Day, Fish, Indict, p. 669, pi. clxix, fig, 4 
(see synon.). 

Kills, Marathi. 

Length of head 3| to 4| in the distance between the end of the 
snout and the vent ; tail slightly longer than the trunk. Eyes — 
situated midway between the end of the narrow snout and the angle 
of the mouth, two thirds the length of the snout. The mouth can be 
completely closed ; the extent of its cleft equals one third of the 
length of the head. Gill-opening about the same size as the eye. 
Body rather slender. Teeth — pointed and in a single row, without 
any basal lobe, occasionally there are 2 or 3 teeth forming an 
inner maxillary row ; canines of moderate size ; 16 to 17 teeth on 
each side of the mandible. (7o?our— reddish brown, darkest along 
the back ; from 28 to 35 dark, more or less complete, rings of an 
irregular character on tl\e body and fins. Head and ground-colour 
between the rings with blotches, spots, and fine lines. 

Hah, Seas of India to the Malay Archipelago. 

80. (8.) Muraena tessellata. 

Mursena tessellata, Richardson, Voy, Sulphur, Ich, p. 109, t. Iv, figs. 
6-8 ; Day, Fish, India, p, 670, pi. clxxi, fig. 4 (see synon.). 

Kyouk nya phayoon, Arracan. 
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Length of head to gill-opening 3 to 3| in the distance between 
the end of the smout and the vent ; tad slightly longer or shorter 
than the trunk. Snout compressed. jSyes— situated slightly before 
the middle of the distance between the angle of the mouth and the 
end of the snout. Length of cleft of mouth to 2| in the dis- 
tance between the end of the snout and the gill-opening. Anterior 
nasal tubes half as long as eye. Teeth— hxge^ compressed, pointed, 
and in the adult in a single row : occasionally in the young there is 
a short internal row in the maxilla. Fim — dorsal commences 
above the gill-opening. Colour — dark polygonal or rounded spots, 
which are separated by narrow light lines or interspaces on the 
head, body, and fins ; most or all of the spots are wider than the 
intervening areas. 

Hah, Prom the east coast of Africa and the Mauritius, through 
the seas of India to the Malay Archipelago, and China. 

81. (9.) MursBna fimbriata. 

Mursena fimbriata, Bennett^ P. Z. S. 1831, p. 168 j JDay, Fish, India, 
p. 670, pi. clxxii, fig. 1 (see synon.), 

Chuhapdm, Tel. 

Length of head 3 to 3| in the distance between the end of the 
snout and the vent ; tail one third longer than the trunk. Eye — 
rather nearer the angle of the mouth than the end of the narrow 
snout, from which last it is distant from If to 2 diameters. Extent 
of cleft of mouth equal to one third of the length of the head. 
G-iU-opening smaller than the eye. Teeth — pointed, and in a single 
row, "without any basal lobe, occasionally there are 2 or 3 teeth 
in a second inner maxillary row. Colour — olive-brown, with a 
few black spots on the head, and numerous irregularly formed ones 
on the body, dorsal and anal fins; many of the spots take a 
vertical direction, and a few are larger than the eye. Pins with a 
white edge. In some examples the spots are in 2 or 3 regular 
longitudinal rows. 

Hoh, Madagascar, Coromandel Coast of India, Andaman Islands 
to the Malay Archipelago. 

82. (10.) Muraena pseudothyrsoidea. 

Murssna pseudothyrsoidea, Bleekei', Batavia, Hat. Tijdschr. iii, p. 778, 
and Murcen, p. 44 ; Day, Fish. India, p. 670, pi. clxxiii, fig, 3 (see 
synon.). 

Hesdl, Marathi. 

Length of head to 3f in the distance between the end of the 
snout and the vent ; tail a little shorter than the trunk. Eyes — 
nearer end of snout than angle of mouth, If to 2 diameters in the 
length of the snout, and 1-^ apart. Cleft of mouth 2| in the length 
of the head. The giU-opening about one third wider than the 
eye. Teeth — in a single row, about 18 or 20 on each side of 
the mandible, the 2 anterior being canines and of moderate 
size ; one or two teeth of anterior vomerine series subulate and 
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larger than those in the premaxiUaries. The mouth can be com- 
pletely shut. Colour — brownish, covered with fine dark spots on 
the head and body, intermixed with reticulated yellow lines, most 
distinct in the caudal region. Sometimes a white edge to fins. 
Grill-opening usually surrounded by a black spot. 

Hab* Coasts of Sind and India to the Malay Archipelago. 

83. (11.) Murasna undulata. 

Murasnophis undulata, Laciphde, K, N, Poiss. v, pp. 629, 644. 

Muraena imdnlafca, Dap, Fish, India, p. 671, pi. clxxi, fig. 6 (young), 
& pi. clxxiii, fig. 2 (adult) (see s^on.). 

Length of head 3| to 3^ in the distance between the end of the 
snout and the vent ; tail a little longer than the trunk. Eyes — 
If to 2 diameters from the end of the snout, and about midway 
between the angle of the mouth and the end of the snout. Length 
of cleft of mouth 2^ to 2^ in the length of the head. G-ill-opening 
about as wide as the eye. Anterior nasal tube short. The mouth 
cannot be completely shut ; snout pointed. Teeth — ^in a single row, 
occasionally one or two additional, forming an inner row in the 
maxiUa ; normally 4 pairs of canines in the mandibles, and 18 to 
20 teeth in either ramus of mandible ; two canines in the maxilla. 
Colour — light brownish, covered with irregularly sized blotches, 
and usually with light reticulated lines over the body, most distinct 
posteriorly ; no black spot at gill-opening ; no white edge to fins. 

Hah. !l^d Sea, east coast of Afirica-, seas of India to the Malay 
Archipelago and Pacific Ocean. 

84. (12.) Mursena fiavimarginata. 

Miiraena flavimarginata, Riippdl, Atl, p. 119, pi. xxx, fig. 3 ; Bay, 
Fish, India, p. 671 (see synon.). 

Length of head 3| to 4 in the distance between the end of the 
snout and the vent : tail rather shorter than the trunk. Eyes — 
small, from 2 to 2| diameters in the length of the snout, and 
situated about midway between the angle of the mouth and the end 
of the snout. Anterior nasal tubes very short: snout rather 
elevated. Length of cleft of mouth 2| in the length of the head. 
The mouth can be completely closed. Grill-opening wider than the 
ep. Teeth — in a single row, except the vomerine band, which is 
bifurcated anteriorly; canines of moderate size. Colour — light 
brown or yellowish brown, marbled or spotted with darker ; the 
head and end of tail nearly black. Grill-opening in a black spot. 
Pins usually with a light edge. 

Hah, Eed Sea, Seychelles Archipelago, Bourbon, Mauritius, and 
seas of India to the Malay Archipelago. 

85. (13.) lEuraena afra. 

Gymnothorax afer, Bloch, Ausl, Fische, t. 417. 

Miirsena afra, Bay, Fish, India, p. 671 (see synon.). 
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Length o£ head 3| in the distance between tlie end of the snout 
and the vent ; tail slightly longer than the trunk. diameter 

about half the length of the snout; situated slightly nearer to angle 
of mouth than to end of snout. Length of cleft of mouth about 
2| in the length of the head. Snout pointed ; anterior nasal tubes 
about half as long as the orbit. Grill-opening not quite so wide as 
the eye. Teeth — ^in old examples in one row, hut in the young 
usually in two rows in both jaws. Colour — % light ground, blotched 
and marked all over with brown, or of a general browmish black. 

Hah. Eecorded from Tranquebar (Bl. Schn.), Indian Ocean, 
Australia, and tropical parts of the Atlantic. 

86. (14.) Jlffurana macmra. (Fig. 32.) 

Muriena macrurus, Bleeher, Batama^NaL Tijdsch. vii, p. 324; Day^ 
Fish, India, p. 672, pi. clxx, fig. 5 (see syhon.). 

Sera7ii panihij Tamil 

Length of head from snout to gill-opening one fourth of the 
distance between the end of the snout and the vent ; tail from 1| 
to twice as long as the trunk. Eyes — ^situated in the front half of 



Fig. 32 . — Muram Tnaerum and upper teetb. 


the distance between the angle of the mouth and the end of the 
snout, about 2 diameters from end of snout. Teeth — pointed, those 
in the maxilla and mandible in two rows : canines badly developed. 
Fins — the dorsal anteriorly is low and densely enveloped in skin ; 
it commences midway between the gape of the mouth and the gill- 
opening. Colour — uniform brown, the fi.ns tinged with black. 

Tbe variety longissima, Kaup, has the body comparatively longer 
than in macrura. 

Hah, Seas of India to the Malay Archipelago. It attains upwards 
of 10 feet in length. 


87. (15) MuraBna thyrsoidea. 

Muraena thyrsoidea, Richardson, Voy, Sulphur, Ich. p. Ill, pi. xlcx, 
fig. 1; Day, Fisk, India, p. 672, pi. clxxii, fig. 3 (see synon.). 

G 
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Length o£ head 3^ in the distance between the' end of the snout 
and the vent; tail from one sixth to one third longer than the- 
trunk. Byes — diameters from end of snout, to which they are 
nearer than to the angle of the mouth. Anterior nasal tubes 
e<iual in length to two thirds of the vertical diameter of the eye. 
Length of cleft of mouth 3^ in the length of the head. Gill- 
openings rather larger than the eye. Teeth — conical and laterally 
biserial on the maxilla; about 23 on each ramus of the mandible; 
vomerine teeth globular and in two rows ; no large canines ; the 
mouth cannot be completely shut. Fins — dorsal more than two 
thirds as high as the body. Colour — light brown, covered all over 
with closel 3 ’’-set purplish spots, amongst which are light lines 
forming a network; gill-opening vsometimes with a black mark 
around it ; no white edge to tins. 

Hob, Andamans and Burma to the Malay Archipelago, China 
and the Tonga Islands. 


88. (16.) Murasna picta. 

Murasna picta, Ahl, Be Mur. et Ophich. in Thunb. Bm, iii, p. 6, t. ii, 
fig. 2 ; Bay, Fish. India, p. 672, pi. clxxii, fig. 4 (see synon.). 

Length of head 3| in the distance between the end of the snout 
and the vent ; tail about as long as the trunk. small, about 

2 diameters from the end of the snout, and situated over about the 
centre of the cleft of mouth, which latter is about one third of the 
length of the head : the mouth cannot be completely closed. Ante- 
rior nasal tube not quite so long as the vertical diameter of the orbit. 
Gill-opening about as large as the orbit. Teei/i— maxillary and 
premaxillary teeth in a single row; vomerine ones posteriorly 
rounded and generally anteriorly bifurcated in a row ; the anterior 
2 or 3 vomerine teeth are rather curved, sharp, not subulate, and 
about the same size as those in the pi'emaxiUaries. Mandibular teeth 
in one row, except anteriorly where it is double. CoZowr— there are 
many different forms of colour, usually the ground tint is grey or 
greyish yellow covered with black spots, which are connected together 
by a network of dark lines, causing the fish to appear marbled. 

Hah, East coast of Africa, Madagascar, Bourbon, and seas of 
India to the Malay Archipelago and beyonL 


89. (17.) Muraena zebra. 

Gymnomursena zebra, Shaw, Gen. Zool. iv, p. 31. . 

Mursena zebra, Bay, Fish. India, p. 673 (see synon.). 

Length of head to 7^ in the distance between the end of the 
snout and the vent ; tail one third of the total length. small, 

and rather nearer the end of the snout than to the angle of the 
mouth. consist of bands of obtuse molars. CoZoziT*— rich 

dark brown, ornamented with from 80 to 100 narrow white or 
yellow rings, which are sometimes incomplete. 
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Hab, E«d Sea and east coast of Africa, through the seas of India 
to the Malay Archipelago and the Pacific, This species attains a 
large size. 


90. (18.) MTiraena nehnlosa. (Eig. 33.) 

Murjena nebulosa, Ahl, Da Mw\ et Opliich. p. 5, t, i, fig. 2 ; Day^ 
Fish. Litlia^ p. G73, pi. clxxii, fig. 2 (see synon.). 

Saiilinga Pain, Tel. < 

Length of head 4| to 4| in the distance between the end of the 
snout and the vent ; tail a little shorter than the trunk. Eyes — 
nearly 2 diameters from end of snout and situated midway between 
it and cleft of mouth, which last equals about one third of the 
length of the head. Grill-opening rather smaller than the eye. 
Teeth — ^most of the teeth obtuse or molariform. Fins — ^vertical 
ones rather well developed and commencing a little in front of gill- 
opening. Colour — ^brownish or olive, darkest along the back. A 



Eig. 33 — Murtma nebulosa and upper teeth. 

row of from 20 to 25 black blotches along the upper surface of the 
head and back extending on to the dorsal fin, and nearly as wide 
as the ground-colour ; there are some white spots in the centre of 
each. A similar row of blotches along the abdominal surface. 
Intermediate ground-colour of fish covered with small black stars, 
spots, or vermiculated lines. Yertebrse 65/57. 

Eab, Eed Sea, Madagascar, Bourbon, Seychelles Archipelago, 
through the Indian and Pacific Oceans. It is said to attain 5 feet 
in length. 


91. (19.) Mursena polyzona. 

jMursena polyzona, Picha7'dso7i, Voy. Sulphur^ Ich. p. 112, pi. Iv, 
figs. 11-14 ; Day, Fish. Lidia, p. 673, pi. clxix, fig. 5 (erroneously 
marked ilf. schicltzei) (see synon.). 

Budide pdm, Tam. 

Length of head one fourth of the distance between the end of 
the snout and the vent; tail about one third longer than body. 
Eyes — of moderate size, placed about midway between angle of 
mouth and end of the snout. Length of cleft of mouth 3| in the 
length of the head. Gill-opening small, scarcely so large as the eye. 
Teeth— 'with rounded crowns, their form changing considerably with 
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age. Fim — dorsal rudiaientary, commencing a little beMnd the 
vertical from the branchial opening. Golowr — deep brown, encircled 
with 25-30 fine narrow (yellow) whole or half bands, which 
usually increase in width as they descend. 

Hah. Bed Sea, through the seas of India to the Malay Archipelago 
and the Pacific. 


92. (20.) Murasna nigra. 

Muraena nigra, Day, J. Z. S, 1870, p. 702, and Fish. India, p. 674, 
pi. clxxi, tig. 3. 

Length of head 4| in the distance between the end of the snout 
and the vent; tail nearly one half of the total length. Eyes — 
situated nearer to the snout than to the angle of the mouth, small, 
diameter half that of the snout ; anterior tubular nostril of moderate 
length. Gill-opening about as wide as the eye. Cleft of mouth 
equals one third of length of the head; the mouth cannot be 
completely closed. Teeih — ^biserial, except in the mandible, where 
there are three rows in some places ; all are obtuse except those of 
the inner maxillary row, which are pointed and finer than the outer 
row; premaxillary and vomerine teeth of equal size and with 
globular heads ; mandible with about 20 teeth on each side. Fins — 
dorsal and anal moderately developed; the former commencing 
just behind a vertical line from the gill-opening, and half as high 
as the body. Golour — ^uniform black, no light edge to the fins. 

Hah. Andamans. The specimen, 16 inches long, was discovered 
alive under a large stone at low water at Port Blair. 

2. Genus GYHNOMURJENA, LacepMe. 

Syu. Muraenolilenna, Lac^p. ; Ickthyophis, Lesson ; TJroyUrygius 
Kiipp. ; Channomurcenaf Kichardson. 

Gill-openings of moderate width or narrow. Two pairs of 
nostrils on the upper surface of the snout, the posterior being a 
round foramen, or with a short tube. Teeth small, pointed, and 
numerous. Fins absent, except a rudimentary one round the end 
of the tail. Scales absent. 

Geographical Distrihution. Indian and Pacific Oceans. 


Synopsis of Indian Spedes. 

Tail nearly twice as long as trunk. Brownish, 

with dark blotches 1. Q. tigrina, g. B4t. 

Tail rather longer than trunk. Grey, marbled 

with arborescent dark lines 2. G. mannorata, p. 85. 


93. (1.) Gynmomurma tigrina, 

Ichth^oj>his tigrinus. Lesson, Mem. Soc. d'Hist. Hat. Fans, iv, 


Gymnomursena tigrina, Lay, Fish. India, p. 674 (see synon.). 
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Length of head 4| in the distance between the end of the snout 
and the vent ; tail nearly twice as long as the body, small. 

Posterior nostril slightly tubular in the adult. Extent of cleft of 
mouth 2^ in the length of the head. Teetk-^no distinct canines ; 
the maxiflary and anterior mandibular teeth in two rows, Gohur — 
brownish, with various sized irregularly shaped or rounded black 
spots and blotches. 

Hah, East coast of Africa, seas of India to the Malay Archi- 
pelago and beyond. An example in the British Museum from the 
Mauritius is 4 feet in length. 

94. (2.) Gymnomursena marmorata* (Eig. 34.) 

Gymnomursena marmorata, LaeepMe, H, N. Foias, v, pp. 648, 650 ; 

Bay, Fiah, India, p. 674, pL clxxii, fig. 5 (see synon.), 

Length of head 4 to 4^ in the distance between the end of the 
snout and the vent ; tail rather longer than the trunk. Eyes — 
small, about or diameters from the end of the snout, to 



Fig. 34. — GymnomuT(Bna marmorata, 

which they are nearer than to the angle of the mouth. Extent of 
cleft of mouth from 2^ to 2f in the length of the head. The gill- 
opening wider than the eye. Anterior nasal tubes short, the 
posterior nostrils with a raised edge in adults. Teeth — pointed, in 
a band in each jaw, the inner row the larger ; no large canines ; 
in a single row in the vomer, the anterior two rather enlarged and 
acicular. Fins—th& vertical fins only exist round the end of the 
tan, the fiin-rays beingrudimentary. Colour — brownish grey, marbled 
all over with arborescent dark lines. The variety G, xanthopterus 
has the fins yellow. 

Hah. Andamans to the Malay Archipelago. 
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Second group. UVl^MNIDM PLATTSOHTST^. 

3. Genus ANGUILLA, Cuvier. 

SjTi Murcsna (sp.), Artedi ; Terpolepis (pt.), McClelland ; ^aranginlla^ 
Bleeker. 

Gill-openings of moderate extent, situated near the base of the 
pectoral fins. Upper jaw not projecting beyond the lower. 
Teeth small and in bands. The dorsal fin comm ences at some distance 
behind the nape ; pectorals present. Small scales present, which 
are imbedded in the skin. 

Geographical Distribution, Pishes of this genus appear to be 
distributed in fresh waters throughout the habitable globe, being 
reputed to be only absent in the Arctic regions, and probably in 
cold districts such as Turkestan. 

Numerous species have been recorded and more are almost 
yearly being added to the present, mass of synonyms. There 
appear to be two distinct forms in India, but they are subject to 
variation in the relative position of the origin of the dorsal fin to 
the vent ; and likewise, but to a minor extent, in the character of 
the bands of teeth and the position of the eye. The comparative 
size of the bodies of these fish also varies with age and the existence 
of suitable food in the localities they inhabit. 

Eels attain a large size in India, but not the immense length 
(300 feet) attributed to those of the Ganges by Pliny. Being 
seldom eaten except by the lower classes, there is but little demand 
for them. “ The natives have an easy w^ay of taking them. They 
leave small-mouthed earthen pots with a bit of sheepskin in each 
over night, and draw them up in the morning, with, their fish lying 
coiled up most comfortably in them ” (Thomas, ‘ Tank Angling in 
India,® p. 100). In Java the eel, according to Bleeker, is considered 
by the natives to be a serpent, and they say it attacks small goats 
and even children. It migrates overland from one river to another 
when desirous of change. 


Synopsis of Indian Species, 

Origin of dorsal fin situated about midway 
between the gill-opening and origin of 

anal fin 1. A, hmgalenm^ p. 80. 

Origin of dorsal fin situated above, rather in 

front of, or slightly behind the vent .... 2. Ucolor, p. 87. 


95. (1.) Anguilla bengalensis. (Fig. 35.) 

Muraena anguilla, Bam, Bvch. Fish, Ganges, p. 22. 

Muraena bengalensis, Gray ^ Baidxo, III Ind, Zool {from IL 
MSS,), 

'Anguilla bengalensis, Bay, Fish, India, p. 650, pi. elxviii, fig. 1 (see 
synon.). 

AAzr, Marathi j Fe/ta <700, Tamil ; Arracan ; Salaistaidi 

CucMa^ Chittagong, 
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B. xii. D. 250-305. P. 18. A. 220-250. C. 10-12, 

Lengfcli of head 3 to 3-^ in the distance between the snout and 
the vent ; length of tail three sevenths more than that of the 
trunk. The distance between the gill-opening and the origin of 
the dorsal tin is one third or one fourth more than the length of 
the head ; that between the origin of dorsal and anal tins equals 



Pig 35. — Anguilla, hmgaUnm and upper teeth. 


the length of the head. Head rather broader than the body; 
snout not broad. Lower jaw prominent. The cleft of the mouth 
is nearly or quite one third as long as the head, and extends 
behind the posterior edge of the orbit ; diameter of latter 2^ in 
the length of the snout. Lips well developed. T&eth — the vomerine 
band does not extend posteriorly so far as the maxillary one, the 
mandibular teeth divided by a longitudinal groo\'e. Fins — ^pec- 
toral equals about two sevenths of the length of the head. Colour 
— brownish above, becoming yellowish on the sides and beneath ; 
the w'hole of the upper sux'face of the body, in some examples, 
covered with black spots and blotches, occasionally continued on 
to the dorsal hn, w’hich has a light edging; anal with a dark mar- 
ginal band and a light outer edging. 

It is an irritable creature, swelling its head whenever angered ; 
and constantly, when it can, buries itself in putrescent carcases.” 
{Ham, Buch.) 

Hah, Islands in the Indian Ocean, continent of India and 
Burma. This eel is common at the Andaman Islands. It probably 
ranges to the Malay Archipelago, Formosa, and the Pacific. It 
attains four feet and upwards in length, and is much rarer on the 
hills than in the plains. 

96. (3.) AnguiUa bicolor. 

Anguilla bicolor, McClelland, Cal. Joum, Nat. Hist, v, p. 178, t. 6, 

' fig. 1 ; Bay, Fish, India, p. 660, pi. clxvii, fig. 3, pi. clxviii, fig, 2. 

Jee-tdh-dah, Andamanese. 

' B. xii. D, 220-245. P.18. A. 200-220, C. 10-12. 

Length of head 31 to 3-^ in the distance between the snout and 
the vent ; length of tail one fourth to one sixth more than that of 
the trunk. Eyes — rather variable in size, usually about 2|- dia- 
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meters in tho length of the snout. Head very slightly broader than 
the body ; snout rather broad ; lower jaw scarcely longer than the 
upper. Extent of cleft of mouth equal to rather above one third 
of the length of the head, and extending to at least one diameter of 
the orbit behind the eye in the adult, to below it in the imma- 
ture. Lips thick. TeetJi — bands of nearly equal width, the 
vomerine reaching nearly as far backwards as those on the maxilla. 
Fins — dorsal commences above the vent or slightly before or behind 
it. Colour — of a dark olive above, becoming yellowish beneath. 

Eal, Coasts of India to the Andamans and the Malay Archi- 
pelago. 


4. Genus CONaEOMUEJElJA, Kaup. 

Syn. GnathopJiis^ Kaup j Ophisoma and Ariosoma, Swainson, 

Gill-openings wide. Eyes large. Cleft of mouth not extending 
behind the middle of the eye. Bones in fore part of head with 
large mucous canals. Posterior nostril patent and opposite the 
middle of the front edge of the eye ; the anterior nostril tubular. 
Teeth small and pointed, forming bands, those in the jaws not con- 
stituting a cutting-edge; vomerine band elongated and narrow. 
Dorsal fin commencing nearly opposite the gill-opening ; the 
pectoral and also the vertical fins (which are continuous round the 
tail) well developed. Scaleless. 

Oeor/rapMcal Distribution, Tropical and subtropical seas. 

97. (1.) Ccngromuraena anago. (Eig. 36,) 

Conger anago, Temm, ^ Scldeg, Fauna Jai^on,, Fisces^ p. 259, pi. 11 3, 
fig- 1. 

Congromxir^na anago, Day, Fisk India^ p. 660, pi. clxix, fig. 2 (see 
synon.). 

B. viii. P.14. D. 170-196. A. 122-145. C. 10. 

Length of head 2J to 2| in the distance between the end of the 
snout and the vent ; length of trunk about one third less than that 
of the tail. Cleft of mouth 3 to 3| in the length of the head, 



Pig. 36.— Congromurma anago and upper teeth. 


terminating below the middle of the eye. %^jf™large, 1 to 1^ 
diameters in the length of the snout, and two thirds ot a diameter 
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apart. Lips rather thick ; upper jaw the longer. Teeth— ‘oi about 
equal size i the vomerine band extending backwards to about half 
the length of the maxillary band, dorsal commences slightly 

behind the gill-opening ; pectoral nearly half as long as the head. 
Colour — brownish along the back, becoming dull white beneath. 
Lins yellow, the vertical ones with a narrow black edging. Upper 
half of pectoral occasionally stained with black. 

Hah^ Coromandel coast of India to the Malay Archipelago. 

5. Genus TTEOCOUQ-ER, Kaup. 

Syn. Congerodon^ Kaup, 

Gill-openings rather wide. Muciferous cavities on jaws mode- 
rately developed. Hind nostril in the form of a slit opposite the 
upper third of the orbit ; front nostril not tubular. Eyes rather 
large. Cleft of mouth reaching to rather behind the middle of 
the orbit. Teeth fine, conical, and subequal in size ; those in the 
jaws biserial ; the vomerine teeth in a single elongated row and 
small. The dorsal fin commences above the root of the pectoral : all 
the fins well developed. Scaleless. 

Geographical Distrilution , — Seas of India to the Malay Archi- 
pelago, China, and the Philippines. 

98. (1.) Uroconger lepturus, (Fig. 37.) 

Congrus lepturus, Richardson, Voy. Sulphur, Ich. p. 106, pi. 66, figs. 

Uroconger lepturus, Day, Fish, India, p. 661, pi. clxx, fig. 1 (see 
synon.). 

TolaJca, Marathi. 

B.ix. P. 10. D, 200-220. 0.10. A. 120-150. 

Length of head 2^ to 2| in the distance between the end of the 
snout and the vent ; length of trunk about half that of the taiL 
Cleft of mouth rather oblique, and ceasing below the hind edge of 
the eye ; the extent equals about two fifths of the length of the head. 



Fig. 37. — TJrocong&r leptunis and upper teeth. 


Eyes — 2 to 2| diameters in the length of the snout, and 1 to 1| 
diameters apart. Snout depressed, with a row of slit-like openings 
above the edge of the upper lip. Teeth — rather large and unequal 
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in size; those in ,the 3 a^^s in two rows, placed a slight distance 
apart, the inner row somewhat the larger ; vomerine teetli in 
a single pointed row about equal in size to the inner maxillary 
row, one o£ the anterior teeth is sometimes enlarged. 2An$ — the 
dorsal commences above the base of the pectoral, which latter 
equals about one fourth of the length of the head. Colour — 
brownish above, becoming dull white beneath : a row of w^hite- 
edged glandular openings along the lateral line. Vertical fins 
edged with black. 

Hah, Seas of India to the Malay Archipelago and China. 

. 6. Genus MUR-ffiNESOX, McClelland. 

, Syn. CynopontieuSj Costa, and Bnichy conger , Bleeher. 

GiU-openings wide, approximating to the abdomen. Snout 
rather elongated, the upper jaw the longer. Two pairs of nostrils, 
the posterior of which are opposite to the upper part or centre of 
the orbit. Teeth in the jaws rather fi.ne, with some canines 
anteriorly ; vomer with several row's of teeth, the middle of which 
are large and conical or compressed. Dorsal fin commencing 
above the gill-opening; it, the anal, caudal, and pectoral w'ell 
developed. Vent a long distance from the gill-opening. Scaleless* 

The comparative proportions of the parts in these fishes \ary 
considerably w ith age, season, and food. 

QeogrcvpMcal Distribution, Tropical Seas. 

Synopsis of Indian Species. 

Vomeiiue teeth large, and without basal lobes. 1. M. talalon^ p. 00. 
Vomerine teeth slender, the posteiior ones with 
basal lobes ; the external mandibular row 

directed outw^ards 2. AT. talabonoides^ p. 01. 

Vomerine teetli large, and having a basal lobe ; 
external mandibular row not directed out- 
wards 3. M. einereusj p. 91. 

99. (1.) l[i\raenesox talabon. (Fig. 38.) 

Miirsena talabon, Cmw'^ liegm An. ed. 2, ii, p. 350, note 4, 
Muraenesox talabon, Day, IXsh. India, p. 061, pi. clxviii, fig. 5 
(see syn on,). 

Tala-bon and Culim-}min, Tel. ; Kotah or K%divi-pamlo<>, Tamil ; Thong- 
hontOi Arracan j Eyla nmtihee, Chittagong ; Nga themhau lotck, Burmese. 

B. xvii-xix. P. 15-10. D. 270-285. C. 10, A. 195-210. 

Length of head one third of the distance hetw'een end of snout 
and vent ; length of trunk about one fourth less than that of the 
tail. Extent of cleft of mouth about half of length of hc^ad. Ege .^ — 
diameter one third of length of snout, distance apart 1 diametc»i\ 
Teeth-^on the vomerconsisting of a row' of moderatcdy hirgts lanceo- 
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Jate, widely set ones, without any basal lobes; mandibular teeth 
‘much smaller than the vomerine, and those in the external row 
not directed outwards. Pins — the dorsal commences a short distance 
before the base of the pectoral; the anal under about the fifty-fifth 
dorsal ray, just posterior to the vent. Colour — upper surface of 



Fig. 38. — Muroiiesoa: talahooi. 

back and head olive, becoming brown posteriorly; abdomen dull 
while, becoming silvery iriferiorly. The throat, cheeks, and gill- 
covers with golden reflections.; vertical fins with dark margins. 

Hah, Seas of India to the Malay Archipelago ; attaining ten feet 
or more in length. 


100. (2.) ICursenesox talabonoides. 

Conger talahonoides, Bleeket^ Bataviaj Verhand, Nat. Ver. xxv, Mur. 

p. 20. 

Munenesox talabonoides, JDay^ Bhh. Pndia^ p. GG2, pi. clxviii, fig. 8 
(see synon.). 

B.xviii-xix. P.15. D. 245-250. 0.10. A. 200-205. 

Length of head one third of the distance between end of snout and 
vent*; length of trunk rather less than that of the tail. Extent of 
the cleft of the mouth about half of the length of the head. Eyes— 
diameter to ' S-J in the length of the snout, and 1 diameter 
apart. Teeth — the anterior on the vomer are straight, slender; 
compressed, and elongated, v^bile the posterior have a small basal 
lobe in front and behind; the outer mandibular' teeth ar-e directed 
outwards. Pins — the dorsal commences in advance of the base of 
the pectoral, the latter fin contained 3f times in the length of the 
head. Colour — silvery, becoming whitQ on the abdomen ; vertical 
fins yellowish, with a narrow black outer border. 

Hah. Seas and estuaries of India to the Malay Archipelago. 
This is the rarest of the three forms of this genus found in India.' 


101. (3.) Mursenesox cinereus. 

Mursena cinerea, Ebrs/c. pp. X and 22. 

Muraenesox cinereus, Hay, PisJi. India, p. CG2, pi. elxviii, fig. 4 
(see synon.). 

B.^xx-xxii. P.14-16. 0.230-270. C. 10. ' A. 190-220, 

Length of head 2| to 2| times in the distance between end of 
snout and vent ; length of trunk rather less than that of the .tail. 
Extent *of cleft of mouth equals rather less than half the length of 
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the head. Eyes — 2^ to 2-| diameters in the length of the snout, 
and 1 diameter apart. Teeth — the vomerine are straight, com- 
pressed, and with a basal lobe anteriorly and posteriorly: the 
mandibular teeth are very much smaller than the vomerine, and 
those in the external row are not bent outwards (as in M, ialaho- 
noides). Fins — dorsal commences slightly in advance of the gill- 
opening ; ^ pectoral contained 3^ times in the length of head. 
Colour — silvery, becoming white on the abdomen; vertical fins 
yellowish, with either a narrow or wide outer black edge; pectoral 
yellow or black. 

Hah, Eed Sea, seas and estuaries of India to the Malay Archi- 
pelago and Australia. This is the most common species of the genus 
in the seas of India. 


7. Genus SAUEENCHELYS, Peters. 

^Gill-openings of a moderate width. Snout much produced. 
Nostrils lateral, the front one near the end of snout, the hind one 
close in front of orbit. Teeth rather small and in several rows. 
Pectoral fins absent ; vertical fins well developed. Air-bladder and 
pyloric appendages absent. Scaleless. 

Geographical Distribution, Coromandel coast of India and the 
Mediterranean. 

102. (1.) Saurenchelys petersi. (Pig. 89.) 

Saurenchelys petersi, Day^ Fish, India^ p. 663, pi. clxviii, fig. 6. 

Length of head 2| times between end of snout and vent ; length 
of trunk 3-| times in that of the tail ; extent of the cleft of the 
mouth half the length of the head. Eyes — 3 diameters in the 





length of the^ snout, and one diameter apart. Teeth — canines 
present anteriorly ; the vomerine teeth large, compressed, but 
without any basal lobes. Fins — the dorsal commences a short dis- 
tance behind the gill-opening; itislowanteriorly,becominggradually 
more developed, and is continuous posteriorly with the anal. Pec- 
torals absent. CoZowr— -dorsal fin with a dark edge ; it and the 
anal become almost black in the last one fourth of their extent. 

Hah, The single example was taken from the sea in Orissa. 


8. Genus MTTEjENICHTHYS, Sleeker. 

elongated and cylindrical. Gill-openings narrow. Eyes 
small. Nostrils on the edge of the upper jaw. Dorsal fin low 
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or rudimentary, commencing a long distance posterior to the gill- 
opening ; caudal continued round the end of tail. Pectorals absent. 
Scaleless. 

GeograjpMeal Distribution, Seas of India to the Malay Archi- 
pelago. 


Synopsis of Indian Species, 

Dorsal fin commences before the vent l. M, echudtzeiy p. 93. 

Dorsal fin commences behind the vent ...... 2. ilf. vermiformisj p. 93. 


103. (1.) Murmnichthys schultzei. (Pig. 40.) 

Muraenichthys schultzei, Bleaker , Batama^ Nat, Tijdsch, xiii; p. 368 ,* 
Visch, Batav, p. 506 ; Day, Fish, India, p. 66*3, pi. clxix, fig. 3 * (see 
synon.). 

Length of head 2| to 3 in the distance between the end of the 
snout and the vent ; length of the trunk three fifths that of the 
tad. Extent of cleft of mouth equals one third of the length of 



Fig, 40 . — Murankhthys schuUzei and upper teeth. 


the head. Eyes — of moderate size, situated midway between the 
angle of the mouth and the end of the snout. Upper jaw some- 
what the longer. Teeth — ^in jaws pointed, in three rows, the inner 
the larger ; the palatine teeth in two rows, with obtuse crowns. 
Fins — ^the dorsal low, commencing in the last sixth of the distance 
between the gill-opening and the vent. Pectorals absent. Colour 
— brownish along the back, becoming of a yellowish green on the 
sides and below. 

Hah. Andaman Islands to the Malay Archipelago. 

104. (2.) Murseniehthys vermiformis. 

Ohilorhinus (Murssnichthys) vermiformis, Feters, MB, Ah, Wise, 
Berl, 1866, p. 624. 

Muxaenichthys vermiformis. Day, Fish, India, p. 663 (see synon.). 

Angle of the mouth slightly posterior to the eye. Teeth in the 
jaws and on the vomer in a single row. The origin of the dorsal 
fin behind the vent. 

Hah. Ceylon. 

* A mistake has been made in the plate quoted. The name given for fig. 3, 
Mwrana yolyzona (ante, p. 83), belong to fig. 6 and vke vend. 
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9, Genus OPHICHTHYS, AhL 

Syn. OphisuruSf Poacilocephalm^ and Coaoilia, Lac(Sp. ; CcBoula, Vahl^ 
8phagehranchuSf Bl. Schn. ; MureBnopsis^ Lesneur ; DalopMs^ Baf. ; Lep-- 
tognathusj Swainsonj Apterichthys, Dumerilj LeptorhynchviSj Smith; 
lohtkyapus^ Bris. de Barneville ; Cerdrurophis, PcB(ydQcephalu^^ Mict'odo^ 
nophiSf Coscilopis, HerpetoichthySy Brachysomophis, Elapsopis, Mystriophis,, 
Echiophis, Scytalophis, LeptorJiinophisy Pmodonoplm^ Lamnodoma, Angui- 
sums, Cirrhimurcena, Callechelys, Ichthjapus, Ophisur aphis, Crotalopsis, 
Kaup; Achirophichthys,WLQQ}Lpx \^Macrodonophis and UianichthySjPoQj. 

' The gill-openings may be' 6ldse together. Snout greatly of mode- 
rately produced. Cleft of mouth wide or of medium width ; lips 
may or may not be fringed. Teeth in jaws and on yomer, either 
pointed and granular, or small and conical ; in the maxilla they may 
be in from one to four rows or in bands, while in the mandibles they 
may be in one or two rows ; canines present or absent. Dorsal fin, 
when present, commences either in advance of or nearly above the 
gill-opening, or behind the root of the pectoral ; the pectorals, when 
present, may be rudimentary, or only developed in the adult, or else 
of moderate size; anal present gr absent. Extremity of -tail 
free. 

This genus has been regarded by some authors as a Family; 
in all the species the extremity of the tail is free, and there are 
vomerine teeth. 


Synopsis of Indian Speoies, 

k. Teeth obtuse or granular. Pectorals present 
or absent. 

Head to 4 times in length of trunk; body 

neaily two thirds of total length 1. 0. horo, p. 94. 

Plead 7-1 to 8 times in length of trunk; body 
rather above a third of the total length . . 2. 0. microcephalus, p. 95. 
Head 8 to 9 times in length of trunk; body 
about half of total length. Body sur- 
rounded by brown rings, between which 

' are sometimes spots 3. 0. coluhnnus, p. 90. 

B. Teeth pointed and in a single row. Pec- 
torals absent. 

Head 3 J to 4 times in length of trunk ; body 

half of total length 4. 0. orientahs, p. 9(). 

Head 7^ in length of trunk ; body about as 
long as tail. 16 to 17 large dark spots 

along the lateral line 5. 0. ornatkmnus, p. 07. 

. 105. (1.) OpMchthys boro. (Fig. 41.) 

Ophisurus boio, Ham, Birch , Fish Gan<f, p 20, t. v, fig. 5. 
Ophichthys boro. Bay, FtsJi. India, p. 064, pi. clxxi, fig. 2 fsee 
synon.). ^ 

B. xxix-xxxi. D. 320-400. P. 13. A. 250-270. 

Length of head (to gill-opening) from 3^ to 4 times in the dis- 
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lance betvt'een the snout and the vent ; length of trunk nearly two 
thirds of the total. Eyes — ^froin 2 to or even 3 diameters from 
end of snout, and slightly nearer angle of mouth than end of snout. 
Upper jaw the longer; cleft of mouth extending some distance 



rig. 41 . — Ojphichthys boro and upper teeth. 


behind the eye. Snout rather depressed in the young and obtuse 
in the adult. Teeth — granular, in a large patch on maxilla, and in 
‘Several smaller rows on premaxi llaries ; large and in several rows 
pn the vomer ; two outer granular rows in mandible, with an inner 
pointed row. The form of the teeth is subject to considerable 
variation ; thus they are usually conical in the young, which cha- 
racter v.iay be retained in the adult age (D. hyala) ; or the young in 
some h ..stances have globular-headed teeth ; the number of rows ot* 
teeth is not constant. Fins — dorsal low ; it commences about the 
length of the pectoral behind the posterior margin of that fin, and 
does not quite reach the tip of the tail. Pectoral rounded or 
pointed, its length equals about one fourth of the distance between 
the snout and its base. Anal low, not extending to the tip of 
the tail. Colour — greenish olive above, with many minute black 
spots, becoming greenish white below ; the dorsal fin with a dark 
edging. ^ 

The natives in some parts of Bengal imagine that this fish 
proceeds from the ear of a porpoise. Sir Walter Elliot was informed 
that in some parts of Madras those captured in salt-water creeks 
were eaten by the natives as a remedy for weakness or pains in the 
loins. 

When breathing this fish distends its gill-cavities with air taken 
ill at the mouth, while it can also respire that contained in the 
water. If its gill-openings are kept firmly closed, it takes in air 
by its mouth ; should its mouth be kept shut it struggles ^until 
released so as to be able to respire. If the gills are exposed by 
removing the gill-membranes, it slowly. moves its branchiae, and is 
able to respire without taking in air by the mouth. 

Hah, Seas and estuaries of India and Malay Archipelago, 
ascending large rivers to far above tidal reach. It attains to at 
deast 24 inches in length. 

106. (2.) OpMchthys microcephalus. 

Ophichthys microcephalus, Day, Fish. India^ p. 665 pi. clxx, fig. 2. 

Length of head from 7| to 8 in the distance between the end pf 
the snout and the vent ; tail nearly twice as long as trunk (l|). 
Eyes — of moderate size, situated behind the middle of the distance 
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between the snout and the angle of the mouth. Extent of cleft of 
mouth from end of snout in the length of the head. Anterior 
tubular nostrils well developed. Teeth — obtusely conical and in 
three rows. Fins — low, the dorsal commences over the last third 
of the pectoral fin, neither the dorsal nor anal is continued round 
the end of the tail. Pectoral 3| to 3§ in the length of the head. 
Colour — olive above, becoming of a dull yellow on the sides and 
beneath j fins externally stained with black. 

Hah^ Three examples, none less than 25 inches in length, were 
captured in Malabar. 

107. (3.) OpMchthys colubrinus. 

Miirsena coluhrina, BoddaeH, Pallas's Neue Nord, Beytr. ii, 1781, 
p. 56, pi. 2, fig. 3. 

O^ichtliys colubrinus, Bayj Fish. Indla^ p. 665, pi. clxvii, fig. 4 
(see synon.). 

‘‘ B. XXV. cire. B. 510, circ. A. 318, circ. P. 10, circ.’’ — ^Bleeker. 

Length of head 8 to 9 times in the distance between the end of 
the snout and the vent ; length of trunk about equal to that of the 
tail ; snout projecting. Extent of cleft of mouth equals about f 
to I of the length of the head. Fyes — rather small, situated 
behind the middle of the cleft of the mouth. Snout rather pointed. 
Teeth — with rounded crowns and in two rows. Fms — ^tho dorsal 
fin commences in front of the gill-opening, just behind the nape ; 
it and the anal are rather low ; pectoral rudimentary. Colour — 
numerous (25 to 35) brown rings surround the body. In some 
examples a dark round spot exists in the interspace between each 
ring on the body. 

Edb. Bed Sea, Andamans to the Malay Archipelago, and beyond. 


108. (4.) Ophichthys orientalis. 

Dalophis orientalis, McClelland^ Cal. Joum. Nat. Hist. 1845, v,p, 213. 

Ophichthys orientalis. Bay, Fish. India, p. CG5, pi. clxxi, fig. 1 (see 
synon.). 

Manti-lukaro-paumhu, Tel. 

Length of head 3J to 4 in the distance between the end of the 
snout and the anus ; tail as long as the trunk. Eyes — small, placed 
rather behind the middle of the length of the head. The gill- 
openings are longitudinal slits almost parallel one to the other. 
Snout projecting, extending beyond the lower jaw, and the openings 
of the nostrils ai'e on the lower surface. Teeth — pointed and in a 
single row, Fim — the dorsal commences at a short distance behind 
the gill-openings, it and the anal being low; pectorals absent. 
Colmr — olive, becoming lightest beneath ; one or two rows of 
round whitish spots across the occiput, having a short line of 
similar spots directed forward on either side. 
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“ Yery common at Madras. The boys catch it at the edge of 
the surf by bruising a crab in their hands and throw-ing it into the 
water, then walking about over the spot, and when they feel an 
eel about their feet they stoop down and suddenly dash it on to 
the sand with both hands. If thrown on the moist sand they bur- 
row themselves, tail foremost, almost instantaneously.’^ (Jerdon,) 
Eoh, Seas and estuaries of Ceylon and up the Eay of Beng^, 
certainly as high as Orissa. It attains at least a foot in length. 


109. (5.) OpMchthys omatissimus. 

Herpetoichthys omatissimus, Kaujp, Cat, Apodal Fish. p. 7, fig. 4. 

Ophichthys omatissimus, JDay, Fish. India, p. 665 (see synon.}^. 

Length of head from snout to gill-opening 7| in the length of 
the trunk ; length of tail rather less than that of the trunk. Head 
depressed. Eyes — near end of snout. Jaws of nearly equal length. 
Teeth — pointed, those on the maxilla and front of the vomer in a 
double, the remainder in a single row. Fins — dorsal low, com- 
mencing behind the end of the pectoral, the latter with 24 rays 
and about one fourth the length of the head. Colour — irregular dark 
spots on the head. One transverse and two longitudinal rows of 
white spots on the occiput ; two curved whitish lines between the 
eyes; sixteen to seventeen large, round, black spots along the 
lateral line, which are separated by another hand of spots of dif- 
ferent sizes. Dorsal fin with black marginal spots and stripes. 

Hah. Malabar, whence an example 20*8 inches long was brought 
by Dussumier. 


10. Genus MOBIIIGrUA, Gray. 

Syn. Maitahorua, Gray; FtyolranchuSfMxid^.*, Swainson ; 

AphthalmichthySj Kaup ; Fsmdomoringua, Bleeker. 

Body subcylindrical, wdth the trunk considerably longer than 
the tail. Gill-openings rather narrow and inferior ; heart far pos- 
terior to the branchiae. Cleft of mouth narrow. The posterior 
nostril situated in front of the eye. Teeth in a single row. Vertical 
fins limited to the tail ; pectorals, if present, smaU. Scales absent. 

Geographical Distribution. Seas of India to the Malay Archipelago 
and Japan. 


Synopsis of Indian Species. 

Length of head 6 to 6^ in that of the trunk ; 

trunk longer than the tail .......... 1. M. raitahorua, p, 98. 

Length of head 5} in that of the trunk ; 

trunk at least f longer than the tail . . 2. Jf. macrocephala, p, 98. 

H 
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110. (1.) Moringua raitaborua. (Fig. 42.) 

MuraBna raitalDoriia, ffam. Buch. Fish. Ganges, pp. 25, 364. 

Moringua raitaborua, Bay^ Fish. India, p. 666, pi. clxx, fig. 3 (see 
synon.). 

Length oE head from snout to gill-opening 6 to in the distance 
from snout to yent ; length of tail from two fifths to three eighths 
of the entire length. Height of body equals one third of length 
of head. Eyes — rather high up, and 2 to 3 diameters from end of 
snout ; jaws of equal length in front, or the lower slightly the longer. 



Fig. 42 . — Moringua raitahorua and upper teeth. 


Cleft of mouth extends above 1 diameter of the orbit behind its pos- 
terior margin. Grill-opening a slit at the side of the pectoral fin. 
Teeth — ^in a single row directed backwards, pointed. Fins — dorsal 
slightly developed, it commences about the length of the head pos- 
terior to the anus ; the anal arises a short distance behind the 
anus j both fins are interrupted in the middle, but posteriorly de- 
veloped and join the caudal. Pectoral equals about one sixth of 
its distance from the snout. Lateral line — distinct. Colour — 
coppery, oli^e, or even purplish above, becoming silvery under- 
neath; some black dots. Vertebrae 90-fl4. 

Eah. Estuaries of tlie Ganges to the Malay Archipelago ; attain- 
ing at least 22 inches in length. 


111. (2.) ICoringua macrocephala. 

Aphthalmichthys macrocephalus, Bleeher, Atl, Ich. iv, p. 17, 1. 147, 
fig. 2. 

Moringua macrocephala, Bay, Fish. India, p, 666 (see synon.). 

Length of head from snout to gill-opening 5| in the distance 
from snout to vent ; trunk at least two thirds longer than tail. 
Cleft of mouth about one fifth of the length of the head. Fins — a 
few rays at the end of the tail, otherwise the vertical and pectoral 
fins are reduced to mere cutaneous folds. 

Hah. India and the Malay Archipelago. 
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Family III. SILUKIDiE. 

Margin of the upper jaw formed mainly by the premaxillaries ; 
the maxilla rudimentary, often constituting the base of a barbel ; 
no subopercle. The rayed dorsal fin or the adipose dorsal may be 
present or absent. Skin scaleless, and either smooth or covered 
with osseous plates, or scattered tubercles. Air-bladder, when 
present, either free in the abdominal cavity or more or less enclosed 
in bone ; it communicates with the organs of hearing by means of 
the auditory bones. Caecal appendages absent. 

The Siluroid, or scaleless, fishes are popularly termed Cat-fishes, 
owing to most of them being provided with feelers or long barbels 
arranged around the mouth. They mostly prefer muddy to clear 
water, and the more developed the barbels, the more these fishes 
appear to be adapted for an inland or muddy freshwater residence. 

The wider and deeper the rivers, the more suited they are for 
the Siluridce, consequently the larger forms are comparatively rare 
in the south of India, whilst they abound in the Indus, J umna, and 
Granges, also in the Irrawaddy and other Burmese rivers. 

Owing to their usual resort, these fishes appear to employ their 
feelers in moving about in muddy places, and consequently have 
less use for their eyes than forms that reside in clear pieces of 
water. This is one reason why the size of the eye as compared 
with the length of the head is much greater in the young than in 
the adult. The eye in fact atrophies, it does not increase in size 
in proportion with the remainder of the head. In some species, 
the skin of the head passes over the eye without any trace of a 
free orbital margin. 

In the genus Arius and some allied marine forms, the males 
appear to carry the ova in their mouths perhaps until the young 
are produced. 

Many of these fishes are credited with causing poisonous wounds, 
and w^e frequently find such cases admitted into hospitals. The 
injuries may be divided into two classes, (1) those in which the 
wounds are of a distinctly venomous description, (2) those in which 
the jagged spines occasion intense inflammation often of a dangerous 
character. 

The respiration of these fishes is effected in two ways, and it may 
be appropriate here to refer to the amphibious fishes of India, as 
the LahynntJiid and Ophiocephalidce, Eespiration in fishes is 
carried out normally, (1) by their using the air which is in solution 
in the water to oxygenate the blood at their gills, (2) by taking in 
atmospheric air direct, which is employed at a special organ, where 
it oxygenates the blood, which can be returned for use into the gen- 
eral circulation without going through the gills. The true amphi- 
bious fishes respire by the latter method. No doubt we observe 
that fishes which normally oxygenate their blood solely at their 
gills, do rise to the surface in very hot weather, when the water is 
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foul, or insufficiently charged with air, and take in air by the mouth ; 
likewise we find that those which mainly take in atmospheric air 
direct by the mouth may, to a certain extent, be able to use their 
gills. If fishes having these two different modes of respiration are 
placed in a globe of w^ater, across which a diaphragm of net is in- 
serted below the surface, so as to prevent their obtaining access to 
the atmosphere, those of the first class which oxygenate their blood 
at the gills are unaffected, whereas those which have accessory 
breathing-organs and take in air direct, or amphibious fishes, die 
from blood-poisoning. 

Amongst the Stluriclce, Glarias has a dendritic apparatus attached 
to the branchisB (see fig. 48, p. 114), and Baccohranchus has a long 
air or respiratory sac passing backwards amongst the muscles of 
the back from behind the gill-cavity proper. The blood from the 
heart goes up the bulbus arteriosus, and divides into branches on 
either side, one of which goes to each respiratory air-sac, the 
anterior on the right, the posterior on the left side. The one 
on the right goes along the upper wall of the sac, whilst that 
on the left traverses the lower w^all, giving off numerous lateral 
branches. Trom this respiratory air-sac the purified blood is 
returned by a vessel which conveys it direct to the aorta. 

It is thus evident that blood can be purified at these respiratory 
air-sacs, and these fishes can be kept alive hours, and even days, 
without being in water, thus enabling them to traverse considerable 
distances w^here aquatic respiration would be impossible. They are 
also able, when in water, to depurate some of the blood at the gills, 
if occasion should render it necessary for them to do so. 

The air- or swim-bladder (not respiratory air-sac) exists in two 
forms amongst the Siluridce* In marine species it is thick and not 
enclosed in bone, likewise in most of the freshwater forms found 
in the waters of the plains ; but as we approach the hills a, change 
occurs, and in most of the genera the air-bladder possesses an 
osseous covering. 

Geographical Distribution. Tropical and subtropical seas and 
rivers. Pishes of this family are very abundant in the fresh 
waters of India, likewise iu the estuaries and sea; they are not so 
common, however, in the clear waters around the Andamans, and 
are nearly absent from the Eed Sea. 

Uses. As a rule (excluding Pseudeutropius^ Gallichrous^ and Ailia\ 
the Siluroids are more eaten by the poorer than by the richer 
classes, and for two reasons — ^first, they are forbidden to Jews 
and Mahomedans, and secondly, they are very foul feeders. Sacco- 
hranchus and Glarias, however, are deemed nourishing and often 
prescribed for patients recovering from illness. The air-bladders 
of the marine forms are collected for export to China, as they 
afford a coarse isinglass. 
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Synopsis of Indian Genera. 

First group. HiPOSTOMATirrA. 

Gill-membranes confluent with tbe skin of the isthmus ; gill-openings 
small The rayed dorsal fin, if present, belongs to the abdominal 
portion of the vertebral column, being in advance of the ventrals. 
Adipose dorsal present. Pectorals and ventrals horizontal Air- 
bladder partially or -wholly enclosed in bone. 

Osseous plates along the back. The adipose fin 
in the form of a short spine. Upper 


caudal ray very elongate 1. Sisor. 

An adipose fin. An adhesive apparatus form- 
ed of transverse folds of skin situated on 
the chest between the bases of the pec- 
toral fins 2. PSEUnECHENElS. 

No long caudal ray, osseous dorsal plates, nor 

adhesive apparatus. A lo-w adipose fin . . 3. Exostoma. 


Second group. Chacixa. 

Gill-membranes confluent with the skin of the isthmus ; gill-openings 
small. Rayed dorsal and anal fins consisting each of two portions ; 
a strong serrated spine in front of the first dorsal fin, while the 
posterior portions of both fins are confluent with the caudal No 
adipose fin. Ventral with six rays. Air-bladder not enclosed in 
bone. 

Mouth very wide. Eyes rudimentary 4. Chao a 

Third group. Plotosika. 

Gill-membranes not confluent with the skin of the isthmus ; gill-open- 
ings wide. Rayed dorsal fin in two portions j the anteiior with 
few rays, and armed with a pungent spine, the posterior long and 
confluent with the caudal, as is also the long anal No adipose 
dorsal Ventral many (12) rayed. A dendritic post-anal organ. 
Air-bladder not enclosed in bone. 

Teeth on the palate. Pectoral with a spine. 5. Plotosus. 

Fourth group. Claeiina. 

Gill-membranes not confluent -with the skin of the isthmus ; gill-open- 
ings wide. Rayed dorsal fibn single, spineless and elongated, pos- 
teriorly neither it nor the anal confluent with the caudal No adi- 
pose dorsal A dendritic accessory branchial apparatus attached 
to the convex side of some of the branchial arches, and received 
into a recess above and behind the true gill-cavity. Air-bladder 
transverse, lobed, and enclosed in bone. 

Teeth on the palate. A pectoral spine. Ventral 

with six rays 6. Clarias, 

Fifth group. Silurina. 

Gill-membranes more or less separate from the isthmus, which they 
overlap, their hind edges being free even if united to one another. 
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The rayed dorsal fin, if present, belongs to the abdominal portion 
of the vertebral column, being in advance of the ventrals. Adipose 
fin present or absent. 

«. Length of the anal fin nearly equal to that of the caudal portion of 
the vertebral column. Gill-openings wide. 

Teeth on the palate. Barbels four or six. 

Rayed dorsal fin without spine ; no 
adipose fin. Pectoral with a spine. Ven- 
tral with eight or more rays ; anal with 
from sixty to ninety rays. Air- 
bladder free 7. Silubus. 

Teeth on the palate. Barbels eight. Rayed 
dorsal fin with a short spine, an adipose 
fin 5 no pectoral spine. Ventral with 
six, anal with from fifteen to about 
twenty-three rays. Caudal rounded or 
lanceolate. Air-bladder free 8. Olyra. 

No teeth on the palate. Barbels eight. Dor- 
sal fin with one spine and six rays ; a 
small pectoral spine. Anal rather short 
(eleven to twelve rays). Ventral with 
six rays ; caudal forked. Air-bladder 
enclosed in bone 9. Amblyceps. 

Teeth on the palate. Barbels eight. A short 
spineless dorsal, also an ampose fin ; an 
elongated anal one (sixty to eighty rays). 

A strong pectoral spine. Ventral with 
six rays. An elongated respiratory air- 
sac, extending backwards amongst the 
muscles of the back on either side of the 
neural spines. Air-bladder enclosed in 
bone 10. SACCOBRANCHrs. 

Cleft of mouth deep, extending to behind 
the eyes. Teeth on the vomer. Barbels 
four. Rayed dorsal fiu short, spineless ; 
no adipose fin, A pectoral spine. Ven- 
tral with nine or ten rays ; anal with 
sixty-five to ninety-five rays. Air- 
bladder free 11. Wall AGO. 

Teeth on the palate. Barbels eight. A short 
dorsal fin with a spine, also an adipose 
fin. A pectoral spine ; an elongated anal 
fin (forty-seven to fifty rays). Ventral 
with six rays. Air-bladder partially 
protected by bone 12. Eutropiichtixys. 

Cleft of mouth does not extend to the eye. 

Teeth on the vomer. Barbels two or 
four Rayed dorsal fin when present 
small j no adipose fin. A pectoral spine. 

Ventral with ten or less rays ; anal with 
from about forty-five to ninety-five rays. . 

Air-bladder free 13. Callichrous. 

Teeth on the palate. Barbels eight. No 
rayed dorsal, but an adipose fin. Pec- 
toral with a spine ; an elongated anal 
(sixty to seventy-five rays) j a pectoral 



SILTJRID.^;, 


103 


C Ventral with six rays. Air- 

er partially protected by bone .... 14. Ailia. 

Similar to A4ia but destitute of ventral fins. . 15. AiLiiCHrHYS, 

Teeth present on the palate. Barbels 
eight. Dorsal and pectoral spines. An 
adipose dorsal. Ventral with six or eight 
rays; anal with from about twenty- 
seven to fifty-five rays. Air-bladder free. 16. Pseudeutropius. 
Teeth present on the palate. Barbels four. 

Dorsal and pectoral spines ; an adipose 
dorsal. Ventral with six, anal with from 
about twenty-nine to thirty-nine rays. 

Air-bladder free *. 17. Pangasius. 

Teeth on the palate. Barbels two or four. 

A short dorsal having a spine, also an 
adipose fin ; an elongated anal (forty or 
fifty rays). A pectoral spine. Ven- 
tral with six rays. Air-bladder partially 
protected by bone 18. Siltjndia. 

J. Length of the anal fin much less than the caudal portion of the 
vertebral column. 

Gill-openings very wide, the membranes not 
confluent with the shin of the isthmus, 
but overlapping one another, being cleft 
nearly to the cMn. Teeth present on the 
palate. Barbels eight. Dorsal and pec- 
toral spines; an adipose fin. Ventral 
with six, anal with from about eight or 
nine to twenty or more rays. Air- 

bladder free 19. Macboj^ies. 

Gill-openings very wide, the membranes not 
confluent with the skin of the isthmus, 
but overlapping one another, being cleft 
nearly to the chin. Teeth present on the 
palate. Barbels six or eight. Dorsal and 
pectoral spines ; an adipose fin. Ventral 
with six, anal with from about fifteen to 

twenty ra}s. Air-bladder free 20. Lio cassis. 

Gill-openings wide, the membranes not con- 
fluent with the sMn of the isthmus, and 
scarcely or not notched. Teeth present 
on the palate. Barbels six or eight. 

Strong dorsal and pectoral spines, an 
adipose fin. Ventral with seven or eight 
rays, anal with twelve to thirteen. Air- 

bladder free 21. PtlTA. 

Gill-openings wide, the membranes not con- 
fluent with the skin of the isthmus, and 
scarcely or not notched. Teeth present 
or absent on the palate. Barbels six. 

Dorsal and pectoral spines; an adipose 
flu. Ventral with six, anal with from 
about fourteen to at least twenty-four 

rays. Air-bladder free 22. xIeifs. 

Gill-openings wide, the membranes not con- 
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fluent with the skin of the isthmus, and 
not notched. No teeth on the palate. 

Barbels six. Dorsal and pectoral spines ; 
an adipose fin. Yentral with dx, anal 
with about twenty rays. Air-bladder 
free 23. Ketengus. 

Gill-openings very wide, the membr^es not 
confluent with the skin of the isthmus, 
but overlapping one another, being 
notched. Teeth on the palate. Barbels, 
one semi-osseous maxillary pair. Dorsal 
and pectoral spines ; an adipose fin. Ven- 
tral with six, anal with from about 
nineteen to twenty-four rays. Air- 
bladder free 24. Osteqgkniosus. 

Gill-openings wide, the membranes not con- 
fluent with the skin of the isthmus, and 
not notch ed. Teeth present on the palate. 

Barbels two. Dorsal and pectoral spines ; 
an adipose fin. Ventral with six, anal 
with about twenty rays. Air-bladder 

free 25. Batrachocephalus. 

Gill-openings of moderate width, not con- 
fluent with the skin of the isthmus. No 
palatine teeth, Barbels eight. Dorsal 
and pectoral spines j an adipose fin. Ven- 
tral with six, anal with few (8-10) rays . 26. Akysis. 

Gill-openings wide, the membranes confluent 
with the skin of the isthmus. No teeth 
on the palate.^ Barbels eight. Dorsal 
fin with one spine and six rays. A pec- 
toral spine ; an adipose fin ; anal rather 
short. Ventral with six rays. Air- 
bladder enclosed in bone 27. Bagarius. 

Gill-openings wide, the membranes confluent 
with the skin of the isthmus. No teeth 
on the palate. Barbels eight. Dorsal 
fin with one spine and six or seven rays ; 
an adipose fin. A pectoral spine. Anal 
short. Ventral with six raj^s. An ad- 
hesive apparatus formed of longitudinal 
plaits of skin, situated on the chest 
between the bases of the pectoral fins. 

Air-bladder enclosed in bone 28. Glypto sternum. 

As in last genus but having palatine teeth . . 29, Euglyptosternum. 

Gill-openings narrow, the membranes being 
confluent with the skin of the isthmus. 

Mouth narrow. Occipital, scapular, and 
humeral processes well developed. No 
palatine teeth. Barbels eight. Dorsal 
and pectoral spines present; an adipose 
fin. Ventral with six, anal with about 
ten rays Air-bladder free 30. Erethistes. 

Gill-openings rather narrow, the membranes 
being confluent with the skin of the 
isthmus. No teeth on the palate. 



SILimiDiE. 


105 


Barbels six or eight, the two mandibular 
pairs arising on a transverse line. Dorsid 
with one spine and six rays ; an adipose 
fin ; a pectoral spine. Anal rather short. 

Ventral with six rays. Air-bladder en- 
closed in bone 31. Gagata. 

Gill-membranes not confiiient with the skin 
of the isthmus, or only slightly adherent. 

No palatine teeth. Barbels eight, the 
two mandibular pairs not arising on a 
transverse line. iJorsal fin with one spine 
and six to eight rays; an adipose fin. 

Anal rather short. Ventral vdth six rays. 

Air-bladder enclosed in bone 32, Nangba. 


Krst group. HTPOSTOMATINA. 

1. G-enus SISOB^ Hamilton Buchanan. 

Branchiostegals four. Gill-openings narrow and mostly lateral, 
the gill-membranes confluent with the skin of the isthmus. Head 
and anterior portion of the trunk broad and depressed. Eyes 
small. Mouth small, transverse, the upper jaw the longer. 
Nostrils round and approximating, but separated by a valve. One 
maxillary pair of barbels with broad bases, and about five mandi- 
bular pairs. Teeth absent. A short dorsal fin destitute of a 
distinct spine; pectoral with a strong spine. Ventral having 
seven rays, and situated below the last portion of the dorsal fin. 
Upper portion of body covered with bony plates. Anal with six 
rays. Caudal with its upper ray very prolonged. Air-bladder 
enclosed in a bony capsule. An axillary pore, 

Geograjphical Bistrihution, Indus and upper portions of the 
Jumna and Ganges rivers. 

112. (1.) Sisor rhahdophorxts. (Eig. 43.) 

Sisor rhabdophorus, Sam, Buch, Msh. Ganges^ pp. 208, 379 ; Bay, 
Fish. India, p. 491, pi. cxv, figs. 1, la, lb (see synon.). 

Chennuah, Hind. ; Kir-ri-dee, Sind. 

B.iv. D. 1/6. P.1/8. V,7. A. 6(2/4). 0.11. 

Length of head 6|, of caudal 11, height of body contained 11 
times in the total length, excluding the caudal filament, which in 
some specimens equals the length of the body. Eyes — small, 
nearer the gill-opening than the end of the snout, which is rather 
pointed. A median longitudinal groove on the head reaches to the 
base of the occipital process. The greatest width of the head 
equals two thirds of its length. Numerous rough ridges exist on 
the head, which is covered by very thin skin. The basal bone of 
the dorsal fin has an anterior and two lateral processes covered 
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with rough ridges. Mouth small, transverse, inferior, the upper 
jaw the longer. Barbels~^t\\e> maxillary reach the pectoral spine, 
and are dilated at their bases. Prom the lower lip there is a sort 
of flap, having a rather long barbel at either side, which reaches 
the gill-opening; and two more intermediate but shorter ones; 
between these flaps are several short barbels on a transverse line 
across the chin. There are five plates on either side of the base of 



Fig. 43.-- Svsor rhahdophorm. 


the dorsal fin, behind which the back has six elevated scale-like 
plates along the median line ; the last forms a spine before the 
Vertical from the anal fin. The last half of the body is covered by 
12 osseous rings, having a sharp edge above and on each side, as 
is seen in the pipe-fishes. The lateral line has also a series of 
smaller rough bony plates. Fins — dorsal rather higher than long, 
its first undivided ray weak, and finely serrated anteriorly. 
Pectoral spine compressed, not quite so long as the head, serrated 
on both edges, but in general strongly so externally. The ventrals 
arise under the posterior dorsal rays. The anal commences behind 
the vertical from the spine on the back. Upper caudal ray with a 
long prolongation. Colour — blackish above, lighter below. 

£fab. Indus, 8ind, Ganges, and Jumna rivers in Northern India, 
Bengal, and Behar ; the largest I have seen w’as about 8 inches long, 
excluding the caudal filament. Not uncommon at Delhi. This 
fish is only eaten by the lowest and poorest classes. It is said to 
lie under stones when young. 


2. Genus PSEUDECHENEIS, Blyth. 

Gill-openings small, not extending on to the lower surface of 
the head, the gill-membranes being attached to a very broad 
isthmus. Body somewhat elongate ; head rather depressed. An 
adhesive apparatus formed of transverse folds of skin situated on 
the thorax between the bases of the pectoral fins. Eyes small, 
subcutaneous, on the upper surface of the head. Mouth trans- 
verse, small, inferior. Nostrils on either side approximating, 
divided by a barbel Barbels eight, the maxillary pair with broad 
bases.. Teeth villiform in the jaws, palate edentulous. Dorsal 
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fin with one spine and six rajs ; the adipose of moderate extent. 
JPectoral with its inner third vertical, its lower two thirds horizontal, 
its spine feeblj serrated. Ventral horizontal, having six rays, and 
situated below the dorsal. Caudal emarginate. Air-bladder in 
rounded lateral portions enclosed in bone. 

This genus is evidently adapted for an existence in rapids. 


113. (1.) Psendecheneis sulcatus. (Fig. 44.) 

Glyptosternon sulcatus, McCldland; Cal Journ, Nat, Hist, ii, p. 587, 
P^* vi. , 

Pseudecheneis sulcatus, -Day, Msh. India, p. 500, pi. cxvi, fig. 1 
(see synon.). 

D. 1/6 1 0. P. 1/13. V. 6. A. 11-13 (2-4/7-9). C. 17. 

Length of head 7 of caudal fin 6, height of body 6 in the total 
length. Eyes — small, situated midway between the hind edge of 
the opercle and the nostrils ; the width of the interorbital space 3| 
in the length of the head. Lower surface of the head with 
numerous papillae, especially near the symphysis. The width of 



Fig. 44 ^Pseudechmets 


the head equals its length. Barbels — the maxillary pair equal to 
about one third of the length of the head. Bins — spine of anterior 
dorsal broad, weak, crenulated posteriorly; base of the adipose dorsal 
as long as the interspace between the two dorsal fins. Pectoral 
large and extending to above the base or first third of the ventral ; 
pectoral spine broad, finely ctenoid externally in its lower half, 
crenulated internally, especially in its posterior soft termination. 
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In some specimens the under surface of the pectoral spine and first 
ventral ray are striated. Caudal emarginate, lower lobe the longer. 
The thoracic sucker has about 14 transverse folds. The free portion 
of the tail about three times as long as deep at its base. Colour — 
blackish, with some large, irregular, yellowish blotches. Tins 
yellow, with black bands. 

Hob, Darjeeling and Khasi hills, attaining 7 to 8 inches in 
length. 


3. Genus EXOSTOMA, Blyth. 

Syn. ChimarricTithys, Sauvage. 

Gill-openings narrow, the membranes confluent with the skin of 
a broad isthmus. Head depressed and covered superiorly with soft 
skin. Ho thoracic adhesive apparatus. Mouth inferior, with the 
lips reflected around the whole or most of its circumference, and 
usually covered with tubercles. Nostrils close together, separated 
by a barbel. Eight barbels. Teeth in the jaws in several rows ; 
palate edentulous. Anterior dorsal fin with a rudimentary spine 
and six rays ; adipose fin long and low. Pectorals vertical in their 
upper, horizontal in their lower half, the spine enclosed in skin. 
Ventral composed of six rays, inserted some distance behind the 
rayed dorsal, shaped like the pectoral. Caudal square, emarginate 
or forked. Air-bladder enclosed in bone. 

This peculiar mountain genus has its lips adapted for a sucker, 
the chest likewise appears to form a flat adhesive surface, bounded 
by the striated rays of the pectoral and ventral fins. 

GeograjpUcal Distribution. From the upper waters of the Indus, 
along the Himalayas and the Mishmee Mountains in East Assam, 
to Eastern Tibet on the confines of China; also in Tenasserim. 


Synopsis of Indian Sjpecies. 

Lower labial fold uninterrupted. Anal com- 
mences much nearer the base of the caudal 

than that of the ventral 1. JS. labiatumj p. 108, 

Lower labial fold interrupted. And com- 
mences in last third of the distance between 

ventral and base of caudal 2. D. hlytUL p. 100 

Snout more pointed, ^ Caudal forked B. herdmorei p. ioO, 

Lower labid fold interrupted. Anal com- ^ 

mences nearer the base of the ventral than 
that of the caudal 4. stoliczhs, p. 110 


114. (1.) Exostoma labiatum. 

Glyptostemon labiatus, McOMl C. J. N. IL ii, p. 688. 
E?s:ostoma labiatum, Day, Fish. India, p. 601 (see synoiu). 
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D. 1/6 ! 0. P. 1/11-12. V. 6. A. 1/5. C. 17. 

Length of head 5, of pectoral 5, of caudal fin 5, height of body 
8 in the total length, thjes — small, situated in the posterior two 
fifths of the head. Mouth small, inferior, transverse : jaws in the 
form of a double crescent or oc-shape. Lips broad, with a median 
and a lateral lobe on either side, having a barbel between. Nasal 
barbels reach the end of the snout : the maxillary extend to the 
pectoral fin. Fins — as in the next species. Caudal slightly forked. 
Gohur — ^uniform. 

Hah, Mishmi Mountains, East Assam. 


115. (2.) Exostoma blythii. 

Exostoma blythii, Bay, Fish, India, p. 601, pi. cxvii, fig. 2. 

D. 1/6 1 0. P. 1/17. V. 6, A. 8 (2/6). C. 13. 

Length of head 4|, of caudd fin 6|, height of body 5 in the total 
length. Eyes — small, situated on the upper surface of the head : 
the width of the interorbital space nearly equals the length of the 
snout, which is broad and depressed. Mouth inferior and trans- 
verse, sulcus behind lower lip interrupted. Gill-openings not 
continued on to the lower surface of the head. Barhels — the nasal 
about three times as long as the orbit ,* a fleshy appendage to the 
maxilla having a rudimentary barbel ; two pairs behind the lower 
lip arising on a transverse line. Teeth — none on the palate. 
Fins — pectoral subhorizontal, its rays plaited below; base of 
adipose more than twice as long as that of the rayed fin. Dorsal 
arising slightly in advance of theventrals, its spine weak. Ventrals 
subhorizontal. Caudal with its outer rays slightly produced, 
rendering it almost lunated. Air-hladder — small, in two rounded 
lobes, both enclosed in a bony capsule. Colour — yellowish brown. 

Hah, Eivers below Darjeeling ; up to at least 3^ inches long. 


116. (3.) Exostoma berdmorei. 

Exostoma berdmorei, JBlyth, J. A. JS, B. xxix, 1860, p, 166 ; Bay, 
Fish, India, p. 602 (see synon.), 

D. 1/6 i 0. P. 1/10. Y. 6. A. 6. C. 14. 

Maxillary barbels reach the base of the pectoral fin. The snout 
is much more pointed than in the other species. Fins — caudal 
rather deeply forked. Colour — “ dingy olive-brown, with obscure 
dark broad bands, presenting more or less of a clouded appearance ; 
the fins mostly darker, below pale.’^ 

Hah, Tenasserim. The typical specimen (4 inches long) in the 
Calcutta Museum is in such a very bad state of preservation that 
I am unable to add to Blythes description. 
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/ 117. <4.) .Exoatoma stolicziae. (Fig. 45.) 

Exostoma stoliczlrse, Ba^/, F. Z. jS. 1876, p. 782, and Fish. India^ 
p. 502, pi. cxYii, fig. 3. 

D. 1/6 I 0. P. 1/12. V. 6. A. 6. 0. 15. 

Length of head from 4 in the young to 5| in the adult, of 
caudal fin 8, height of body 7| in the total length. Fnjes — minute, 
situated in the middle of the length of the head : the width of the 
interorbital space equals half the length of the snout, or the distance 
between the eye and the front nostril. Plead depressed, as broad 
as long, and obtusely rounded. Mouth inferior: lips thick, and 
studded with small tubercular elevations ; the upper and lower 
lips continuous at the angle of the mouth, but the transverse fold 
across the lower jaw is interrupted in the middle. Nostrils close 
together, the anterior round and patent, the posterior tubular ; a 
barbel divides the two nostrils. Barbels — the nasal reach the hind 
edge of the eye ; the maxillary have broad basal attachments, and 
reach the root of the pectoral. Of the mandibular barbels the 
anterior are situated just behind the inner end of the lower labial 
fold ; they are shorter than the outer pair, which latter extend to 
the gill-opening. Oili-opening situated on the side of the head in 
front of and above the base of the pectoral fin. Teeth — several 
rows of pointed ones in each jaw, of which the outer are slightly 
the larger, rather ss ide apart, and with rather obtuse summits. 



Fig. 45 . — Exostorm stoliczkm. 


the dorsal arises midway between the snout and the com- 
mencement of the adipose fin ; its greatest height is one tliird 
more than the length of its base ; its spine is rudimentary and 
enveloped in skin. Adipose dorsal very long aud low, posteriorly 
in some instances it is free, in others it almost appears to decrease 
in height and join the free portion of the tail. Pectoral nearly as 
long as the head, having the outer half horizontal and the inner 
vertical ; the spine rudimentary, with a broad, striated, cutaneous 
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covering. Ventral o£ a similar form to the pectoral; its first and 
a portion of its second ray also with a striated cutaneous covering; 
the fin commences on a vertical line falling just behind the base of 
the dorsal fin, is rather nearer the snout than the posterior end 
of the adipose dorsal, and commences midway between the bases 
of the ventral and caudal fins ; it is half higher than long. Caudal 
cut almost square. Tree portion of the tail one half higher than 
long. BTcin — tuberculated from the head along the lower surface 
of the body to nearly as far as the bases of the ventrals. Colour — 
of a dull yellowish green, becoming lightest along the abdomen. 
Pins yellowish, with dark edges or bands. 

Hah. Lek or Ladak, and along the head -waters of the Indus 
it attains to about 7 indies in length. 


Second group. OHAOINA. 

4. Grenus CHAGA, Cuvier and Valenciennes. 

Branchiostegals six to eight. Head large, depressed. Gape of 
mouth very wide ; lower jaw prominent. Gill-openings somewhat 
contracted, the membranes confluent with the skin of the isthmus. 
Barbels six^, one maxillary and two mandibular pairs. Teeth 
villiform in both jaws, palate edentulous. Two rayed dorsal fins, 
the first having one strong spine and three or four rays, the 
second confluent with the caudal. Two rayed anal fins, the first 
with from eight to ten rays, the second somewhat longer and con- 
fluent with the caudal. Ventral with six rays, and situated behind 
the first dorsal. Air-bladder rather large, somewhat cardiform in 
shape, concave anteriorly, lying across the bodies of the anterior 
vertebras and not enclosed in bone. No axillary pore. 

Geographical Distrihution. Large rivers of Bengal, Assam, and 
Burma, and sluggish fresh waters in their vicinity. It extends as 
far as the Malay Archipelago. 

118. (1.) Chaca lopMoides. (Pig. 46.) 

Platystacus chaca, Ham, Buck. Fish. Ganges, pp. 140, 374, pi. 28, 
fig. 43. 

Chaca lophioides, Bay, Fish. India, p. 481, pi. cxii, fig. 2 (see syuon.). 

Coor-cur-riah, Ooriah ; Femd, Bh%alpur (Ham. Buch.) ; Godir, 
Marathi. 

B. vi. D. 1/3-4 I 19-25. P. 1/5. V. 6. A. 8-10 | 8-12. C. 11. 

Length of head 3, of caudal fin 6 to 8, height of body 6 in the 
total length. Eyes — small, in the anterior fourth of the head ; the 
wddth of the interorbital space equals half the length of the head, 
and along it runs a deep central groove. Head strongly depressed, 


* Eight, if there is a nasal pair. 
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its width equals its length behind the angle of the mouth. Mouth 
very wide. Head and body in specimens from India having short 
tentacles, with a ring of them round the eyes, and several along 
the edge of the lower jaw, but such were not present in a specimen 
I captured in the Irrawaddy. Fhis — dorsal spines slightly serrated 
on both sides, pectoral spine serrated internally. A few tentacles 
along the lateral line. Colour — ^brownish, marbled darker. 



Fig. 46 . — Chaca lophioides. 


Ham, Buchanan observed, “ Of all the horrid animals of this 
tribe the GJtalca of this district is the most disagreeable to behold. 
It has the habit of the fishes called by Lacepede Umnosco 2 :)e ^nd 
Cette, that is, it conceals itself among the mud from which, by its 
lurid appearance, and a number of loose filamentous substances on 
its skin, it is scarcely distinguishable, and with an immense open 
mouth it is ready to seize any small prey that is passing along. 
In order that it may see what is approaching, tlie eyes are placed 
on the crown of the head. All persons turn away from it with 
loathing.^’ 

Bah Brahmaputra, Ganges, and Irrawaddy rivers, and tanks in 
connection with them ; also some fresh waters of Bombay. This 
species attains to at least 8 inches in length. 

Third group. PLOTOSHSTA. 

5. Genus PLOTOSUS, Lacepede. 

Syn. Flatystaeiis, Bloch ; Copidoglanis, Gunther. 

Branchiostegals nine to twelve. Gill-openings wide, the mem- 
branes separated by a deep notch, and not being confluent with the 
skin of the isthmus. Head depressed, covered with thin skin. 
Eyes with a free circular margin. Nostrils remote from one 
another. Barbels eight. Teeth conical in the upper, mixed in the 
lower jaw ; molariform on the vomer. Two rayed dorsal fins, the 
first with one spine and four or five rays ; the second many-rayed 
and confluent with the caudal, as is also the anal. A pectoral 
spine. Ventral fin many-rayed (12). Air-bladder of moderate 
size, and not enclosed in bone. A dendritic post-anal apparatus. 

Oeograjpkical Distribution, From the east coast of Africa througli 
the seas and estuaries of India and Burma to Polyn(‘sia and 
Australia. 
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Synopsis of Indian Species. 

D* 1/5, 2 D+0+ A 242-271. Uniform ‘brownish. . 1. P. canim, p. llS. 
D. 1/4^, 2 D+O+A 169-190. Brown, with two 

longitudinal white hands 2. P. arab, p, 113. 

119. (1.) PlotosBS camus. (Pig. 47.) 

Plotosus canius, Haon, Buck, Fish. Ganges^ pp. 142, 374, pi. xv, 
fig. 44; Day, Fish, India, p. 482, pi. cxii, fig. 3 (see synon.). 
Irung-kelleitee, Tamil; Ndrshingld, Mardthi; Nga hhoo hhyoung, 
Arracan; Khagoon, Chittagong. 

B. xi-xiii. B. 1/5. 2I)+C+A242-271. P.1/10-11, 
y. 12. Yert. 15/65. 

Length of head 4| to 5|, height of body 7 to 7| in the total 
length. Fyes — diameter 10 to 11 in the length of the head, the 
width of the interorbital space to 2| in the length of the head. 
The width of the head equals its length behind the angle of the 
mouth. Barbels — the nasal nearly reach the nape, the maxillary 
the end of the opercle or base of the pectoral, whilst the outer 
mandibular pair are slightly longer than the inner. Fins — dorsal 



Pig. 47 . — Plotosus camus. 


spine serrated on both edges, and equal to two fifths of the length 
of the head ; pectoral spine similar and equal to one third the 
length of the head. Colour — brown, the vertical fins edged with 
black. 

Bleeker observed that the Malays at Batavia believed the fiesh 
of this fish to possess emmenagogue properties. 

Hah. Estuaries of India and Burma to the Malay Archipelago. 
Attains to 3 feet and upvs ards in length. 

120. (2.) Plotosus arab. 

Silurus arab, ForsJc, Descr. Anim. p. xvi, no. 36* 

Plotosus arab, Day, Fish. India, p. 483, pi. cxii, fig. 4 (see synon.). 

Moorghee, Mai. 

B.xi. D. 1/4^5. 2 D+C+A 169-190. P.1/11. V.12, 
Yert. 12/35. 

Length of head 5 to 5|, height of body 7 to 8 in the total length. 
Eyes — diameter 5 to 6^ in length of head and situated in the 
Iniddle of the same ; the width of the interorbital space equals one 
third of the length of the head. Greatest width of the head 
equal to its length behind the angle of the mouth. Upper jaw 

r 
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sligTitly tbe longer, the width of the gape of the mouth equalling 
two fifths of the length of the head. Barbels — the nasal reach the 
hind edge of the eyes, the maxillary one half to two thirds as 
long as the head, the mandibular shorter. dorsal spine 

rather strong, one third as long as the head and serrated on 
both sides. chestnut-brown, with two bluish-white longi- 

tudinal bands, the superior proceeding from above the eye along 
the base of the dorsal fin, the inferior from the maxilla along the 
middle of the side of* the body. Bleeker observed that these 
bands entirely disappear in adults. Vertical fins with black edges. 

Wounds from the pectoral spines of this fish are much dreaded 
by the natives of India and are said to cause severe inflammation 
or even tetanus. 

Eah. Erom the Eed Sea and east coast of Africa through the 
seas of India to Japan and Polynesia. 

Pourth group. CLAEIINA. 

6. Genus CLAEIAS, Gronovius. 

Syii. Macro^tero7iotm, Lac^pede ; Cossyphus and Phago’i'm, McClelland. 

Branchiostegals seven to nine. Gill-openings wide, the mem- 
branes not being confluent with the skin of the isthmus, and 
separated by a deep notch. A dendritic accessory brancliial ap- 
paratus, attached to the convex side of the second, third, and 
fourth branchial arches, is received into a recess above and behind 
the usual gill-cavity. Head depressed, gape of mouth of moderate 



Fig. 48 . — Clanas magur, showing accessory branchial apparatus. 

extent, anterior and transverse. Eyes small, with a free circular 
margin. Barbels eight. Teeth viUiform in the jaws and in a 
band across the vomer. Dorsal fin long and spineless, extending 
from the neck to the caudal fin, with which it is continuous : no 
adipose fin. Ventral with six rays. Pectoral with a spine. Air- 
bladder sinall, transverse, lobed, and enclosed in bone. 
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Mr. Kitchen Parker, P.K.S. (on the shoulder-girdle, Eay Society, 
1868, p. 29), observed of the air-bladder and its surroundings in 
Olarias : — “ The remarkable trumpet-shaped cavities belong to the 
atlas and axis vertebrae, and they are strongly attached to the 
post-temporals and clavicles at their point of junction ; they lodge 
the later^ cornua of the three-lobed air-bladder. These cavities 
are very imperfect below ; but this deficiency is largely supple- 
mented by a transverse splint on each side, attached below to the 
anterior edge of the great cylinder of the atlas. There is a smaller 
splint in each cavity, and two smaller splints eke out the mouth of 
each of thesfe trumpets. The large obliquely transverse splints 
(they are sometimes turned backwards) meet within a line and a 
half below the centrum of the atlas, between and behind the splints. 
This and the next centrum are deeply grooved,” 

Oeogra^liical Distribution, Throughout Africa and Western Asia 
to India, Ceylon, Burma, Siam, the Malay Archipelago, Hong Kong, 
the Philippines and beyond. These fish being amphibious, live for 
some time after removal from their native element. 

Uses, Considered b}'' the natives of India as exceedingly wholesome 
and invigorating. 


Synoj^sis of Indian Sjgecies, 

D. 62-76, A. 45-58. Vomerine teeth villiform. 1. C. magur^ p. 115. 

1). 70-77 f A. 53-63. Vomerine teeth obtuse. 2. C. teysmanm^ p, 116. 
D. C9-70, A, 50-59. Pectoral spine externally 

serrated. Vomerine teeth very obtuse. ... 3. C. dmsumieri, p. 117. 
D. 64-68, A. 46-50. Vomerine teeth obtuse 

and in two pyriform bands 4. C. assamensis, 1\7 . 

Macropteronotus jagur of Hamilton Buchanan, Fish. Ganges, 
pp. 145,374, appears to be a monstrosity of Olarias magur, in 
which the last few vertebrse have been at cidentally lost or removed, 
and the new caudal fin has become continuous with the dorsal fin 
superiorly and the anal interiorly. 

121. (1.) Olarias magut. (Figs. 48, 49.) 

Macropteronotus magur, Ham. Buck, Fish. Ganges^ pp. 146, 374, 
pi. xxvi, hg. 45. 

Olarias magur, Day^ Fish. India, p. 485, pi. cxii, fig. 6 (see synon.). 

Kug-ga, Punj. ; Mah-gur, Beng. ; Magurah, Ooriah ; Nga-lzhoo, Bur- 
mese and Hugh, j Mdngri, Patna, and Monghir, H. Buch, ” ; Marpoo, 
Tel. 


B. ix. D. 62-76. P. 1/8-11. V. 6. A. 45-58. C. 15-17. 

Length of head to end of gill-covers 5|, of caudal fin 8:J, height 
of body to 7g in the total length. Eyes — diameter 8 in the 
length of the head, 2 to 2| diameters from the end of the snout, 
the width of the interorbital space equals one half the length of 
the head. The greatest width of the head equals its length. 

I 2 
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ITpp^r jaw the longer, the width of the gape of the mouth equals 
four ninths of the length of the head. Head shagreened superiorly’ 
and covered with fine granules. QVo depressions on the head, 
the anterior oblong and situated so that its first fourth is between 
the eyes; the posterior oval and placed midway between the 
posterior extremity of the anterior fossa and the end of the occipital 
process. Occipital process rounded behind, the width of its base 



Pig. 4Q.—Clarias magur. 


rather above twice its length. Barbels — the nasal reach the base 
of the occipital process ; the maxillary the base or middle of the 
pectoral fin, the mandibular are shorter. Teeth — on IJie vomer 
villiforin, not so fine as those in the jaws and becoming a little 
blunted with age, they form an uninterrupted band which in its 
centre is as wide as the premaxillary band or rather narrower. 
Fins — pectoral fin reaching to below the commencement of the 
dorsal ; pectoral spine finely serrated, but covered with skin. Caudal 
free. Colour — dingy green or brownish superiorly, becoming lighter 
beneath ; the vertical fins usually with reddish margins. 

Ifah. Tresh and brackish waters of tlie plains of India, Burma, 
Ceylon, and the Malay Archipelago. This fish lives long after its" 
removal from its native element, being amphibious. It attains at 
least a foot and a half in length. As food it is deemed highly 
nourishing. 


122. (2.) Clarias teysmaimi. 

Olarias teysmanni, Bleeker, Batavia, Nat Tijdsch, xiii, p, 844; 

Bag, Fish. India, p. 484 (see synon.). 

B.ix. D. 70-77. P.1/7-10. 7.6. A. 53-63. 0.17. Tert. 16/41. 

Length of head to end of opercle 5 to 5 height of body 6| to 7| 
in the total length. Eyes — situated in the commencement of the 
second third of the total length of the head to the end of the 
occipital process. The greatest width of the head equals its length 
to hind edge of opercle. Head nearly smooth. Occipital process 
two thirds as long as wide at its base. the nasal as long 

as the head, the maxillary reach the end of the pectoral fin, the man- 
dibular are shorter.^ Teeth — those on the vomer somewhat obtuse, 
farming a crescentic baud which in its centre is about equal in 
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width to the premaxillary band. Fins — the pectoral extends 
nearly to below the origin of the dorsal ; spine of pectoral modei'ately 
strong, more than two thirds the length of the fin, rugose or finely 
serrated along its outer edge, serrated internally. Caudal free. 
Gohur — ^brownish. 

Hah, Ceylon and Java. 

123. (3.) Clarias dnssnmieri. 

Clarias dussumieri, Cuv, ^ Val, H N, Foiss, xVj p. 382 ; Bay^ Fish. 

India, p. 484 (see synon.). 

B.ix. D. 69-70. P.1/8. V. 6. A. 50-59. C. 16. 

Length of head to end of gill-cover 6, of caudal fin 9, height of 
body 8| in the total length. Eyes — ^in the commencement of the 
front third of the distance between the end of the occipital process 
and the snout ; the width of the interorbital space equal to half 
the length of the head. The greatest width of the head equals its 
length ; its upper surface finely shagreened and covered with skin ; 
on it are two depressions — the anterior, which is oblong, extends to 
opposite the front margin of the eyes ; the posterior, which is oval, 
is midway between the posterior end of the anterior depression 
and that of the occipital process, which last is scarcely produced 
and 3^ times as wide at its base as it is long. Barhels — the nasal 
reach the hind edge of the eye, the maxillary the base of the 
pectoral fin, those on the lower jaw are shorter. Teeth — those 
on the palate with globular heads and in an uninterrupted curved 
band, which is rather \sdder than that on the premaxillaries. Fi ns — 
pectoral spine rather strong ; its length equals half the distance 
between the base of the occipital process and the end of the snout ; 
it is rather strongly serrated externally with a few recurved spines 
near its extremity, more feebly internally, whilst the length of the 
fin only equals half the distance between its base and that of the 
ventral, it does not quite reach to below the origin of the dorsal. 
Caudal distinct from the other vertical fins. 

Hah, Malabar and Pondicherry to the Malay Archipelago. 

124. (4.) Clarias assamensis. 

Clarias assamensis, Bay, Fish. India, p. 485. 

Mah-gur, Assamese. 

B.ix. D. 64-68. P.1/8-11. V. 6. A. 46-50. 0.14. 

Length of head to end of opercle 5| to 6J, of caudal fin 8^, height 
of body 6§ to 7 in the total length. F/yes~-m the commencement 
of the anterior third of the total length of the head, width of the 
interorbital space equal to two fifths of the total length of the head. 
The greatest width of the head equals its length between the 
snout and the hind edge of the opercle ; the width of the gape of 
the mouth equals one third of the total length of the head. Upper 
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surface of the head very finely shagreened and covered with thin 
skin ; two depressions on the head — the anterior oblong and reaching 
forwards to between the middle of the eyes ; the posterior oval 
and commencing midway between the posterior end of the anterior 
fossa and the end of the occipital process, which latter is rounded, 
and twice as broad at its base as it is long. Barhdls — the nasal 
reach to the base of the occipital process, the maxillary to the end 
of the pectoral spine, the mandibular are shorter. Teeth — those 
on the vomer globular and arranged in two pyriform bands, the 
widest end internal and exceeding the width of the premaxillary 
band. Fins — pectoral reaches to below the commencement of the 
dorsal fin and halfway to the base of the ventral, its spine strong, 
one third of the total length of the head, rough externally, serrated 
internally. Ventral reaches anal. Vertical fins not confluent 
with the caudal. Colour — greenish brown, vertical fins edged with 
red. 

This fish appears to take the place of G, ma^ur in Assam, and I 
have procured it from Goalpara and as high as Sadiya. Its teeth 
distiugnish this from other species or possibly varieties. 

Hah. Upper and Lower Assam. 


Fifth group. SILUEINA. 

7. Genus SILUEUS, Artedi. 

Syn, ParasiluruSj pt., Bleeker. 

Dorsal profile nearly horizontal; head covered with soft skin. 
Gill-openings wide, the gill-membranes not confluent with the skin 
of the isthmus, and deeply notched. Mouth transverse. Eyes 
without free orbital margins, situated above the level of the angle 
of the transversely placed mouth. Nostrils remote from one 
another. Barbels six (Silurus, Bleeker) : or four {Panmlurm^ 
Bleeker) ; one pair being maxillary, and one or two pairs mandi- 
bular. Teeth cardiform or villiform in the jaws, in one or two 
transverse bands on the vomer, none on the palatines. One very 
short and spineless first dorsal but no adipose fin ; anal teinninates 
close to the caudal, but is not usually continuous with it ; venirals 
situated posterior to the dorsal, and consisting of eight or more 
rays. Air-bladder not enclosed in bone. 

Geographical Distribution. Eastern Europe, Central and South- 
eastern Asia. In India and Burma this genus is represented in 
the ghiits on the Western coast; along the Himalayas from 
Afghanistan to Darjeeling, also in the hills above Akyab and the 
Tenasserim provinces, in Cochin China and beyond. These fishes, 
so far as I know, have not been recorded from waters of the plains 
of India, 
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Sj/nojpsis of Indian B])ecies, 

A. With six barbels. (^Silurus,) 

A. 58-62. Vomerine band of teeth in- 
terrupted. Leaden, shot with purple. 1. 3. wmaadensisj p. 119. 

B. With lour barbels. (Farasilunis,) 

A. 70-78. Vomerine band of teeth un- 
interrupted. Purplish brown 2, 3. afghana, p. 119. 

A. 62-64. Vomerine band of teeth in- 
terrupted, Leaden, shot with purple . 3. 3. cocMnchinensis^ p. 120. 


125. (1.) Silurus wynaadensis. (Pig. 50.) 

Silurus wynaadensis, Dag, P. Z, 3. 1873, p. 237 ,• and Fish India^ 
p. 480, pL cxi, fig. 6 (see synon.). 

B,xii-xiv. D. 5. P. 1/10. V.8. A. 58-62 (2/58-60). C. 19. 

Length o£ head 6 to 7, of caudal fin 10, height of body 8 to 8| 
in the total length. Eyes — small, situated just above the angle of 
the mouth, from 2| to 3 diameters from the end of snout, and 5 
apart. The greatest width of the head equals its length behind 



Pig 50 . — Sdurus wynaadensis, 

the nostrils ; lower jaw slightly the shorter and rather elevated in 
the centre. Width of the gape of the mouth equals the postorbital 
length of the head. A row of large open pores along the lower 
jaw and across the cheeks. the maxillary nearly twice as 

long as the head, the mandibular pair on each side situated one 
anterior to the other at a distance equalling one diameter of the 
orbit, both extend nearly to the base of the pectoral fin. Teeth — 
two oval patches on the vomer divided by a short interspace. 
Fins — dorsal small, situated anterior to the origin of the ventral. 
Pectoral with a short but strong spine ending in a soft termina- 
tion. Ventrals reach the origin of the anal, the latter is divided 
from the rounded caudal by a notch. Golour — leaden, becoming 
purplish beneath and covered all over with small black points ; 
some specimens have a dark finger-mark on the shoulder. 

Hah. W ynaad, in a stream about 3000 feet above the level of 
the sea. Said never to exceed 12 inches in length. 


126. (2.) Silurus afghana. 

Silurus afghana, Gunther, Catal. v, p. 34 ; Bay, Fish India, p. 481, 
pL cxii, fig. 1 (see synon.). 
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D.2. P.1/13-14. T. 10. A. 70-78. C. 10. 

Length of head 6 to 6|, of caudal fin 9 to 12, height of body 9 
to 12 in the total length. Eyes — small, situated above and behind 
the angle of the mouth and in the anterior half of the head ; the 
width of the interorbital space rather exceeds half the length of the 
head. Tipper jaw slightly the longer. Barbels — ^four, the maxil- 
lary reach the base of the ventral, the single mandibular pair as 
long as the head. A single row of six widely separated open 
glands under the mandible. Teeth — ^in a single uninterrupted 
horseshoe-shaped band on the vomer. Fins — ^the pectoral as long 
as the head behind the eyes, rounded, its spine moderately strong, 
short, entire, and having a soft termination ; dorsal fin rudimentary, 
and in the anterior third of the total length excluding the caudal 
fin ; anal and caudal scarcely united. Colour — uniform, purplish 
black or brown. 

Hah, The Himalayas ; Griffith is said to have sent this fish from 
Afghanistan, but some Khasi hill specimens were unfortunately 
mixed with his Afghan collections. I received several specimens 
from Dr. Duka, who obtained them at Darjeeling, and Jerdon pre- 
sented some to the British Museum, the largest of which is about 
7‘2 inches in length ; the locality was not stated, but the specimens 
probably came from either the Kashmir or Assam regions. 

127. (3.) Silurns cocMnchinensis. 

Silurus cochinchinensis, Cm, ^ Val. IL N. Pom, xiv, p. 3o2 ; Day, 
Fish, India, p. 481, pi. cxiii, fig. 2 (see syuon.). 

B.xiv~xv. D.4. P.1/11. V.IO. A. 62-G4 (2/60-.62). 0.17. 

Length of head 6 to 6^, of caudal fin 7J, height of body in 
the total length. Eyes — minute, situated in the commencement of 
the anterior half of the head, and above the angle of the mouth. 
Tipper jaw slightly the longer. The width of the head equals its 
length behind the nostrils. Barbels — the maxillary a!K)ut twice 
the length of the head, the mandibular pair rather shorter than the 
head. Teeth — in two oval spots on the vomer divided by a 
smooth interspace. Fins — dorsal arises before the origin of the 
ventral. Pectoral with a short but strong and scarcely seiTated 
spine; ventrals extend to the origin of the anal, which last is 
slightly joined to the caudal, the latter being rounfiod. Colour — 
leaden, purplish below, and covered all over with minute black 
points, which sometimes form an irregular finger-mark on the 
shoulder. Caudal sometimes yellow. 

Hah, The hill-ranges above Akyab, Tenasserim, and Cochin 
China. 


8. Genus OLYEA, McClelland. 

Syn. BrancMostem, GiU, 

Body elongate and low, the dorsal profile nearly horizontal ; 
head depressed and covered above with soft skin. Gill-openings 
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wide, the gill-moxnbranes not being confluent with the skin of the 
isthmus, but notched nearly to the chin. Mouth terminal and 
transverse ; jaws of about equal length, or the lower the longer, 
l^ostrils remote from one another, the posterior provided with a 
barbel. Barbels eight. Eyes small. Villiform teeth in the jaws 
and on the palate. First dorsal fin without a spine, and with from 
six to eight rays ; adipose dorsal long and low. Anal of moderate 
length (15 to 23 rays); ventrals inserted below the dorsal and 
with five or six rays ; caudal lanceolate or rounded. Air-bladder 
not enclosed in bone. Skin smooth^ 

Grill subdivided the genus into those species which have the 
jaws subeqiial in length, the anal with more than 20 rays, and the 
caudal lanceolate (Olyra ) ; and those in which the lower jaw 
projects, the anal has less than 20 rays, and the caudal is rounded 
(Branohiosteiis), 

Geographical Blstrihution. Small fishes from the Khasi hills and 
British Burma. 


Synopsis of Indian Species, 

I). 7/0, A. 18-23. Jaws of equal length. Cau- 
dal lanceolate 1. 0. longicaudata^ p. 121. 

D. 8/0, A. 16. Jaws of equal length. Caudal 

lanceolate 2. 0 . hurmanica^ p. 121. 

D. 6/0, A. 16. Lower jaw the longer. Caudal 

rounded 3. 0. laticeps, p. 122. 

128. (1.) Olyra longicaudata. 

Olyra longicaudata, McClelland, Calc. Jour. N. M. ii, p. 688, pi. xxi, 
fig. 1 ; Bay, Fish. India, p. 476, and Supplement, p. 806 (see synon.), 

B. vi. D. 7/0. P.1/4. V.5. A. 18-23. C. 12. 

Length of head 7, height of body 14 in the total length. Eyes — ■ 
behind the angle of the mouth and above its level, small, the 
diameter of each^ equal to half the length of the snout ; they are 
two diameters apart. Barlels — eight, the maxillary reaclidng the 
base of the pectoral fin, the remainder short. Fins — rayed dorsal 
as high as the body, the adipose very low. Pectoral spine strong 
and serrated, the fin being as long as the ventral, the latter arises 
below the commencement of the dorsal and nearer the vent than 
the gill-opening. Anal scarcely so high as the body above it. 
Caudal lanceolate, its upper rays being prolonged. 

Bob. A small species obtained from the Khasi hills and Tenas- 
serim. 


129. (2.) Olyra burmanica. (Fig. 51.) 

Olyra burmanica, Bay, Fish, India, p. 476, pi. cxi, fig, 6. 

D.8/0. P.1/4, y. 7. A. 16 (3/13). C. 17. 

Length of head 7|, of caudal fin 3, height of body 7^ in the total 
length. Eyes — small, subcutaneous, and in the anterior half of 
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the head, aboA^e the level of the angle of the mouth. ^ Jaws oi 
nearly equal length, head depressed. Nostrils patent, wide apiiiit, 
the posterior with a barbel in front of it, the anterior just ov^er t;!ie 



Fig 51. — Ol^rahurmmnca. 


snout, but not in front of it. Gill-openings wide, not coiilluos'iit 
with the isthmus, and extending laterally to opposite the end of 
the opercle. Barheh — eight, not dilated at their bases, the max il- 
lary the longest, almost extending to the base of the ventral fi a, 
the external mandibular as long as the head. Teeih—nlliiom da 
both jaws, those in the outer row slightly the longest j inaix uriinf esr- 
rupted horseshoe-shaped band across the palate. Ltaieral lim — 
present. Skin smooth. Air-^hladclcr — large, tliin, and inthea.> 
dominal cavity. Fins — dorsal without any spine, its first ray fbio 
shortest, it arises opposite the ventral; adipose dorsal very low 
and long. Pectoral spine rather strong, slightly serrated exteriiaU y, 
coarsely so internally, the fin only extends halfway to tlie veutraaL 
The anal rays increase in length to the last* Caudal with its c enbc-ii] 
rays strongest and elongated, making the fiin one third o£ the tetsii] 
length. Colour — dark brown. 

Hah. Pegu Yoma or Mountains. 

130. (3.) Olyra laticeps, 

Olyra laticeps, Calc. Jour, N. 11,% p.5d8, pi. xxi, %. S; 

JDay^ Fish, India, p. 475 (see synon.). 

B.xiii. D. 6/0. P.1/9. 7,7(6?), A 15. 0-18- 

i5?/es--7small and .vertical. Head much depressed at the snoot. 
Lower jaw longer than the upper. Six or eight slender batrbels. 
Teeth — villiform in the jaw's, palate edeiituloxis. Flm — ^Ihe ami 
rays gradually increase in length from the commencement of tlie 
fin. Caudal entire, 

Eah. Khasi hills. 


9, Genus AMBLYCEPS, Blyth. 

Branchiostegals twelve. Gill-openings wide, the gill-ineml>rani*cs 
not confluent with the skin of the isthmus, notched as far forwartls 
as the chin. No thoracic adhesive surface. Head covered with 
soft skin. Eyes small, subcutaneous. Mouth anterior ; gape* wide. 
Nostrils close together, the posterior having a barbel. Teeth nji 
jaws villiform ; palate edentulous. Anterior dorsal fn enveloped 
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in skin, having one spine and six rajs. Pectoral with a concealed 
spine. Ventral with six rajs, inserted behind the vertical from 
the posterior margin of the rajed doi’sal. Anal rather short (9 to 
12 rajs). Caudal forked. Air-bladder almost entirelj enclosed 
in bone. No axillarj pore. 

Geographical Distribution. Small fishes inhabiting the fresh 
waters of India and Burma, usuallj on or near hills. Griffith 
observed (Cal. Journ. N. Hist; ii, p. 561) respecting certain fish 
from the Mjdan vallej in Afghanistan, “ the most remarkable fish 
is a dark-coioured loach-like Silurus, which is not uncommon about 
J ulraiz.” 

I have a large series of this fish, and thej show such diversities 
that it appears to me that all are varieties of one species. 

131. (1.) Amblyceps mangois. (Pig. 52.) 

Pimelodus mangois, Ham Buck. Fish. Ganges, pp. 199, 379. 

Amhljceps mangois, Day, Fish. India, p. 490, pi. cii, fig. 6, and 
pi. cxvii, fig. 1 (see sjnon.). 

Billi, a cat,” and Sudaal, Punj. 

B. xii. D. 1/6 I 0. P. 1/7. y. 6. A. 9-12 (2-3/7-9). C. 19. 

Vert. 12/23. 

Length of head 6|,.of caudal fin 6, height of bodj 7 to 9 in the 
total length. Eyes — small, situated in the anterior two fifths of 
the head. Mouth wide, lower jaw somewhat the longer. Barbels 
— ^nasal as long as the head, and equalling the internal mandibular 
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pair, the maxillarj reach the end of the pectoral spine, while the 
outer mandibular are not quite so long. Fins — dorsal not so 
high as the bodj, and situated in the commencement of the second 
fifth of its total length, dorsal spine about half as high as the 
rajs the latter are partlj enveloped in skin, as are also those of the 
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anal. Adipose dorsal low, the length of its base equalling that of 
the rayed fin, and two thirds of the interspace between the two fins. 
Pectoral scarcely extending halfway to the base of the ventral, 
which latter does not reach the anal. Caudal deeply forked, its 
upper lobe the longer. Caudal peduncle as high as long. Lateral 
line — absent. Air-hladder — has a small rounded lobe on either 
side of the body of the second vertebra, and all but a small portion 
of its front surface enclosed in bone. Colour — olive-brown, lightest 
beneath, In some a dark line commences opposite the opercles 
and soon subdivides — one branch going to the centre of the base 
of the caudal, the other to the base of the anal. 

Hah. The Himalayas ; found in the Jumna for some considerable 
distance from the hills, also through Burma to Moulmein. This 
fish does not appear to exceed 5 inches in length. When captured 
it bites most viciously, and lives for some time after its removal 
from the water. 


10. Genus SAGCOBEAHCHHS, Cuvier and Valenciennes. 

Syn. Heteropneustesj Muller. 

Branchiostegals seven. Gill-openings wide, the membranes not 
being confluent with the skin of the isthmus, and separated by a 
deep notch. Gill-cavity having an accessory posterior sac, which 
extends backwards on either side of the neui*al spines amongst the 
muscles of the abdominal and part of the caudal region. Head 
depressed, covered with very thin skin ; mouth transverse. Eyes 
with a free circular margin. Barbels eight. Teeth present in the 
jaws and on the vomer. Dorsal fin short and spineless ; ventral 
with six rays situated under the dorsal. Anal long and confluent 
with the caudal or separated from it by a notch. Air-bladder 
placed transversely across the bodies of the anterior vertebrm, 
where it is enclosed by bone; two ducts pass upwards, one from 
either side of the air-vessel, unite, and open into the inferior 
surface of the pharynx. 

Geographical Distrihution. Fresh waters of India, Ceylon, and 
Burma, extending to Cochin China, but not found in the Malay 
Archipelago. Fishes of this genus can live long after their 
removal from the water. 

Uses, Considered exceedingly wholesome and invigorating by the 
natives of India, but in some places deemed by the Brahmins to be 
impure. 


Synopsis of Indian Species, 

Anal fin united to the candal. D. 8, A. 70. 

Eyes small h S. fnicrops, p. 120. 

Anal fin separated from the caudal by a notch. 

D. 6-8; A. 60r-79 2, S. fossilis^ p, 125. 
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132. (1.) Saccolranchus microps. 

Saccol)ranchus microps, OUnther, Catal. v, p. 31 : Dat/, Fish. India, 
p. 486. 

D.8. P.1/6. A. 70. 

Length of head 7|, height of body 8 in the total length. Etje ^ — 
much smaller than in S.fossilis, and less than one third the length 
of the snout. Barhels — the nasal reach the end of the pectoral, 
the maxillary the root of the ventral fin. Teeth — the vomerine 
band is interrupted in its centre. Fins — origin of the dorsal is 
two sevenths of the length (excluding the caudal fin) from the end 
of the snout. Pectoral spine feebly serrated, two thirds as long as 
head. Ventral fin reaching the anal, which last is united with the 
caudal. Colour — brown. 

Hah. Ceylon, growing to 6 inches in length. 

133. (2.) Saccohranchus fossilis. (Fig. 53.) 

Silurus fossilis, BlocJi^ IcJi, t 370, fig. 2. 

Saccohranchus fossilis, Bay, Fish. India, p. 486, pi. cxiv, fig. 1 
(see synon.). 

Bitchu ha mntchee and Singi, Hind. ; Bingee and Bheenroe, Assam. 
Thay-lee, Tam. j Mar-pu, Tel. ; Binges, Ooriah, Beng. and N. W. Prov. ; 
Ffga-gyee and Nga-hhoo, Burmese and Mugh. j Lahoord (young), Nulke 
(adult), Punj. ; Kahree-mem, Mai. ; Zo-kar, Sind. (Kamacha slnggi, 
Bhagalpur, H. B.). 

B. vii. D. 6-7. P. 1/7. V. 6. A. 60-79. C. 19. 

Length of head from 5^ to 7, of caudal fin from about 9 to 14, 
height of body (greatly depending upon food or season; from 5 to 
8 in the total length. The width of the head equals its length, 
and that of the gape of the mouth is contained 2| to 2| times in 
the length of the head. Eyes — ^from 2 to 3 diameters from end of 
snout. Barhels — the maxillary extend to the middle of the pectoral, 
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or even the commencement of the ventral fins. Teeth — those 
on the vomer in a pyriform patch on either side, converging ante- 
riorly, widely divergent posteriorly. Fim — the dorsal commences 
rather before the anterior third of the body ; the ventrals reach to 
the third or fourth anal ray or just to the origin of that fin. 
Pectoral spine serrated internally, it usually has a few ser- 
rations externally at its anterior end; it is from two thirds to 
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three fourths as long as the head. Anal and caudal separated by 
a more or less distinct notch. Colour — leaden, sometimes with 
two longitudinal yellowish bands. The young are occasionally 
reddish. 

Wounds from the pectoral spine of this fish are dreaded in 
India, as they are reputed to be very poisonous, even occasioning 
tetanus. As soon as captured, the ofensive spine is broken ofE by 
blows with a stake, consequently it is difficult to procure large and 
perfect specimens. Fishermen dread this fish so much that they 
would prefer cutting the meshes of their nets and allowing it to 
escape than endeavour to remove it uninjured. As food the flesh 
is esteemed for its invigorating qualities, and tanks are frequently 
stocked with these fishes during the rainy season. When food is 
plentiful they fatten well ; if the reverse they become lanky, thus 
altering the comparative height of the body to that of its length. 

In a specimen captured at Bezwada, September 12th, 1868, the 
ova were fully developed ; the colour of the eggs was of a pea-green. 

Hah» Fresh waters of Sind, India, Ceylon, Burma, and Cochin 
China ; attaining a foot or more in length. 


11. Genus WALLAGO, Bleeker. 

Branchiostegals from fifteen to twenty-one. Gill-openings wide, 
the membrane not being confluent with the skin of the isthmus, 
and being rather deeply notched. Body elongated and compressed, 
the dorsal profile being nearly straight. Head covered v\ith soft 
skin. Cleft of mouth deep, extending to l)elow or even behind the 
e}es. Snout rather produced; lower jaw a little the longer. 
Nostrils some distance apart, the posterior small and patent, the 
anterior slightly tubular. Barbels four, one maxillary and one 
mandibular pair. Eyes above the level of the angle of the xnouth, 
and not covered with skin. Teeth numerous and cardiform in 
both jaws, and in an oblique patch on either side of the vomer, 
none on the palatines. A short spineless dorsal, situated above or 
slightly before the ventrals ; no adipose fin ; anal long, terminating 
near the caudal, which last consists of two rounded Iok»s, Ventrals 
with from eight to eleven rays. Air-bladder heart-shaped, situated 
in the abdomen, and attached to the bodies of the second, third, and 
fourth vertebra?. Axillary pore, if present, minute. 

Geographical ^Distribution. Fresh waters of India, Burma, and 
the East Indian Archipelago. 

Uses. Good eating: thrives w’ell in tanks, especially if they 
have grassy margins; but it destroys vast numbers of other fish. 


134. (1.) WaUago attu. (Fig. 54.) 

Silurus attu, Bl. Schn. iSgst. Ich, p. 378, t. 75. 

Wallago attii, Dag, Fish. India, p, 479, pi. cxi, fig. 4 (see aynon.). 

Wah'-lah, Mai. and Tam.; Mud-la and Fi-i-hee and Jer-i-hee, Sind.; 
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Boyarif Beng. ; Shivada and Fan^ Mard,thi ; BcaJli, Ooiiali ; Foil, Chitta- 
gong j Njya hat, Burmese. 

B. xix-xxi. D. 5. P. 1/13-15. V. 8-10. A. 86-93 (4/82-89). 
0.17. Yert. 13/56. 

' Length of head 5 to 5|-, of caudal fin 9, height of body 6| in the 
total length. Eye ^ — with free lids, diameter two fifteenths of 
length of head, 2 diameters from end of snout. Width of head 
rather less than its length, and half its height. Snout rather 
produced. Cleft of mouth extending to about 1 diameter beliind 
the orbit, the lower jaw being slightly the longer. Barheh—t^xe 
maxillary twice as long as the head, mandih dar as long as the 



Fig. 54 —WaUago aftu. 


snout. Teeth — generic. Fins — ^the dorsal nearly as long as the 
pectoral, which last equals in length the depth of the cleft of 
the mouth. Pectoral spine finely serrated internally. Anal not 
confluent with the caudal, which last consists of two lobes. 
AirMaMer — of moderate size, somewhat heart-shaped, situated 
in the front portion of the abdomen, and attached to the anterior 
vertebras. Colour — ^uniform, fins sometimes covered with fine dots. 

Edh, Fresh waters throughout India, Ceylon, and Burma, and 
sometimes, according to Col. Tickell, within tidal influence. 
Attains at least six feet in length, and is good eating, but is a 
voracious and not very cleanly feeder, said to mostly feed at nights 
time. 


12. Genus EUTEOPIICHTHYS, Sleeker* 

Branchiostegals eleven. Gill-openings wide, the membranes 
not being confluent with the sldii of the isthmus, but separated by 
a deep notch. Body and head compressed. Head covered with 
soft skin. Eyes with broad adipose lids. Cleft of mouth deep, 
extending to below the eyes; upper jaw slightly the longer. 
Nostrils wide and patent, the anterior and outer one being at the^ 
side of the snout. Eight barbels. Teeth in jaws sharp ; and in a 
brdad band acro&s the vomer and palatines. First dorsal short,, 
having one spine and seven rays; the adipose short. Pectoral 
with a spine. Ventral with six rays, and situated below the rayed' 
dorsal. Anal long (47-50 rays). Caudal forked. Air-bladder 
externally protected by bone. No axillary pore. 
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135. (1.) Eutropiiclitliys vacha. (Pig. 65.) 

Pimelodus vacha, Ham. JBiickFiskGang. pp. 196, 378, pi. 19, fig. 64. 

Eutropiichthys vaclia, Bay, Fish, India, p. 490, pi. cxiv, fig. 6 (see 
synon.). 

Bxdehua and Nandi hutehua, Ooriali ; Chel-lee, Sind. ; Nee^much, N.W . 
Prov. ; Vdchd, Beng, ; Nga-myen-houhan, Xatlwrhoung, and Nga'-myee-xjing, 
Burmese. 

B. xi. D. 1/7 I 0. P. 1/13-16. V. 6. A. 3-4/41-47. 0. 17. 

Length of head 5| to 5|-, of caudal fin 5, height of body 5 to 6| in 
the total length. Eyes — with bz’oad adipose lids, diameter 3^ to 31- 
in the length of the head, 1 diameter from the end of snout, and 
1 to 1| apart. Width of the head equals its length behind the 
middle of the eyes. Cleft of mouth rather oblique, its extent 
being one fourth more than the width of the gape; the angle 
situated under the middle or hind third of the eyes ; snout com- 
pressed and pointed, the upper jaw being slightly the longer. 
Barbels — ^the nasal pair reaching to the hind edge of the head or 
even slightly farther ; maxillary ones to the end of preopercle, or 
they may be even as long as the head; the mandibular ones, which 



arise on a transverse line across the chin, are rather shorter. 
Teeth — sharp in the jaws, in a pyriform band on the palatines, the 
latter with those on the vomer forming an uninterrupted band, 
that nearly touches the band on the upper jaw. F%m — dorsal 
spine thin, serrated posteriorly, and usually as long as the head, 
excluding the snout. Pectoral fin reaching the base of the ventral ; 
pectoral spine rough externally, serrated internally, and as long as 
that of the dorsal. Ventral situated under the posterior dorsal 
rays, and only extending halfway to the anal. Pree portion of 
the tail as high as long. Colour — silvery, greyish along the back ; 
pectoral and caudal usually edged wuth black. 

Variety Eutropiichthys burmannims has A. 4/55, and its nasal 
barbels almost reach to the dorsal fin, the maxillary to the middle 
of the pectoral spine, whilst all the others are longer than the head. 
The pectoral spine is serrated externally, and reaches the anal fin. 

Eah, Prom the Punjab through the large rivers of Sind, Bengal, 
and Orissa, and variety E, burmannims in Burma. This species 
attains upwards of a foot in length. It is good eating. 
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13. Greaus CALLICHEOIXS, HamHton Baehanan^ 

Syn. Ompok^ Lac^p. j KryptoptemSj KryptoptencMhySj Micromma, 
TTi'ilacronotm^ Hemmluru^, SilurodeSy PseudosiluriiS} and SilurieMIiySj 
Bleekerj Plero&yptiSj Peters. 

Braneliiostegals twelve to fifteen. G-ill-openings wide ; the 
membranes not confluent with the skin of the isthmus, deeply 
notched and overlapping. Head covered with skin. CJeft of mouth 
oblique, not extending so far as the front of the eyes ; the lower 
jaw the longer. Eyes subcutaneous, situated behind and opposite 
the angle of the mouth, lateral or sometimes partially on the lower 
surface of the head. Barbels four or two, one pair maxillary, and 
some distance behind the symphysis a mandibular pair, the latter 
sometimes being rudimentary or even absent, l^ostrils remote 
from one another. Teeth villiform in the jaws, in an uninterrupted 
(Silurodes^ Bleeber) or interrupted (GalliGhrous^ Bleeker) band on 
the vomer, none on the palatines. Dorsal fin spineless, short, 
rudimentary, or absent, when present anterior to the ventrals ; no 
adipose fin. Pectoral with a spine. Anal long, continuous with 
(Pterocryptis^ Peters) or terminating close to the caudal, the latter 
being forked, emarginate or rounded. Ventral with eight to ten 
rays. Air-bladder rather small, attached to the lower surfaces of 
the second to the fourth vertebrae, and not enclosed in bone. No 
axillary pore. 

Geographical Distribution, Sind, India, Ceylon, Burma, through 
Siam, to the Malay Archipelago and China. 

Uses. Although rarely exceeding a foot in length, these fishes are 
usually excellent as food, and from their quality have been termed 
“ Butter-fish ” by Europeans in Bengal, and are generally known as 
“ Pvffta” Hind. 


Synopsis of Indian Species, 


A. Anal fin united to the caudal. 

Teeth on the palate in an uninterrupted 
hand. D. 2, A. 76. Maxillary barbels 
not quite so long as the head . .... 

Vomerine teeth in two separate patches. 
D. 4, A. 47. Maxillary barbels 
reach middle of pectoral fin 

B. Anal fin distinct from the caudal. 

A. 60-76, V. 8, Maxillary barbels 
reach ventral fin. Pectoral not so long 
as head, spine smooth or serrated . . 

A. 66-71, V. 9-10. Maxillary barbels 
shorter than the head. Pectoral 
spine feebly serrated 

A. 69-73, V. 8. Eyes large. Maxil- 
lary barbels reach middle of fish. 
Pectoral fin reaches fourth or fifth 
anal ray 


1. C, gangeticus^ p. 130. 


2. C, sindensiSj p. 130. 


3. C, himaculatuSj p. 131. 

4. C, palOj p. 132. 


6. C. macrophthalmus, p. 132 
K 
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A, 01-69, V. 8. Maxillary barbels 
reach anal fin ; of a purplish-brown 

colour 6. C, malabaricusj p. 133. 

A. 54-60, V. 8. Maxillary barbels 
reach middle or end of pectoral fin. 7. C, pahda, p. 133. 

136. (1.) Callichrous gangeticus. 

Pterocryptis gangetica, Peters, MB. Ah. Berl. 1861, p. 712. 
Callichrous gangeticus, Day, Fish. India, p. 476 (see synon.). 

B. xii. D. 2. P. 1/12. V. 10. A. 75. 

Length of head nearly one seventh, height of body two nineteenths 
of the total length. Maxillary barbels do not quite reach the 
pectorals, whilst the mandibular ones reach the edge of the gill- 
membrane. Yomerine teeth in an uninterrupted band. Ftris — 
pectoral spine feebly serrated ; anal united with the caudal. 

Hah, Ganges. 1 have not procured this species in India, my 
nearest approach to it being 0, sindensis. 


137. (2.) CaUichroxLS sindensis. (Pig. 56.) 

Callichrous sindensis, Day, Fish, India, p. 476, pi. cx, fig. 1 . 

B. xii. D. 4. P. 1/12. Y. 8. A. 47 (2/45). C. 13. 

Length of head 4f , of caudal fin 7, height of body 4f in the total 
length. Byes — diameter 4| in the length of head, 1 diameter from 
end of snout, and 2 apart. The dorsal profile rather elevated, and 
a little concave over the orbits. The greatest width of the head 
equals its height, or its length excluding the snout. Cleft of mouth 
very oblique, the lower jaw prominent, and the eye situated rather 



Pig. 56 — Calkchrous sindensis. 

above the angle of the mouth. Barbels — the maxillary reach to the 
middle of the pectoral fin ; the mandibular are thin and nearly half 
as long as the head. Teeth — in two small oval patches on the vomer 
not confluent in the median line. Fms — dorsal narrow^ at its base. 
Pectoral spine as long as the head behind the middle of the eyes and 
finely serrated internally ; the fin reaches to nearly above the com- 
mencement of the anal. Yentral reaches the first anal ray. Aanl 
united to the caudal. Colour — silvery, with a black spot behind 
the gill-opening and above the base of the pectoral fin ; body 
and fins with numerous cloudy 'dark markings. 

Hah, Sind from the Indus. 
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138. (3.) Calliclirous bimaculatus. (Fig. 57.) 

Silurus bimaculatiis, Bloch^ Ich. t 364. 

Callichrous bimaculatus, Day^ Fish. India, p. 476, pi. ex, figs. 4 & 6 
(see synon.). 

Ddka-ditmdj Tel. ; Godla, Canarese ; Bimmon, Sind. ; Chotah-- or 
CMla-xmhlah, Tam. ; F6b-ta\ Ooriab ; Fah-hoJi, Assam.; Fufta, Goongwah, 
and Fallu, Pnnj.; Goong-wah-ree and Puf-ta, N.W. Provinces; Gugli, 
Marathi; Kanee rahda, Nga noothan, 

B. xii. D. 4. P. 1/13. Y. 8. A. 60-75 (2-3/58-72). C. 17. 

Length of head 5 to 7, of caudal fiu 6| to 7, height of body 5^ 
to 5J in the total length. Fges — situated opposite the angle of the 
mouth ; diameter 4 to 5| in the length of the head, 1 to If diameters 
from the end of snout, and 2| to 8| apart. The greatest width of 
the head equals its length behind the angle of the mouth. The 
lower jaw very prominent, the width of the gape of tjie mouth 
equals the postorbital length of the head or its length to behind 
the middle of the eyes. Barhels — the maxillary pair reach the 
middle of the pectoral or the commencement of the anal. Teeth — 
in two small oval patches, one on either side of the vomer, and not 
continuous. Fins — dorsal arises in the commencement of the 
second two sevenths of the body, it is narrow and two thirds as high 



as the body. Pectoral as long as the head behind the angle of the 
mouth, its spine of moderate strength, as long as the head behind 
the middle of the eyes, and strongly or feebly serrated on the inner 
side, or even entire. Anal ceases close to, but is not continuous 
with, the forked caudal. Colour — silvery shot with purple, a black 
spot on the shoulder behind the gill-opening and above the middle of 
the pectoral fin ; in some specimens this black spot is much better 
defined than in others. Occasionally the caudal fin is tipped with 
black. 

The character of the pectoral spine, whether smooth or serrated, 
is not a specific distinction. 

Hah. The fresh waters of Sind, and from the Punjab throughout 
India, Ceylon, and Assam to the Malay Archipelago and beyond. 
Sometimes observed in Burma, according to Ool. Tickell, within 
tidal influence. Attains at least a foot and a half in length. 


* At Triclnnopoly I opened eight specimens having entire pectoral spines ; 
all were females, one had 47,844 eggs. 

k2 
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139. (4.) Calliclirous pabo. 

Silums pabo, Ham. Bmh. Fish. Ganges, pp. 153, 375, pi. 22, fig 48. 

Oallicbrous pabo, Dag, Msh. India, p. 477, pi. cx, fig. 6 (see synon.). 

B. xii. D. 5, P, 1/14. Y. 9-10. A. 66-71 (3/63-66). C. 17. 

Lengbb o£ head 5 to 5|, of caudal fia 8 |, height of body 5 to 5| 
in the total length. Fy&s — diameter 4 to 4| in the length of the 
head, I 5 diameters from the end of snout, and 2 | apart. The 
greatest width of the head equals its length behind the middle of the 
eyes. The lower jaw slightly in advance of the upper ; the width of 
the gape of the mouth equals half the length of the head. Barbels — 
the maxillary reach the hind edge of the eye or a little further ; 
the mandibular are fine and short. Teeth — ^in two short trans- 
verse patches rather distant from one another in the median line. 
Fins — the dorsal situated in the commencement of the second third 
of the length of the body. Pectoral fin as long as the head behind the 
angle of the mouth, the spine feebly serrated (entire in Burma) 
and half as long as the head. Yentral with ten rays in India, nine 
in Burma. Colour — silvery, with a badly marked shoulder-spot. 

I found in Burma a variety of this fish, clouded all over with 
fine dark spots ; it had black tips to the caudal lobes, and nine 
ventral rays. 

Hah. Jumna and Ganges rivers, also Burma. Ham. Buchanan 
observed that it was termed at Patna TdmhUlhjd pdpta, or Oallichrous 
resembling a betel-leaf. 

140. (5.) CaUichroxLS macrophthalmus. 

Pseudosilurus macrophthalmos, Blgth, J. A. S. B. xxix, 18(30, p. 15(5. 

Oallichrous macrophthalmus, Day, Fish. India, p. 478, pi. cx, figs. 2 
& 3 (see synon.). 

B. XV. D. 4. P. 1/12-15. Y. 8 . A. 69-73 (2-3/66-70). 0. 18. 

Length of head 5| to 6 , of caudal fin 6 to 7, height of body 5 to 6 
in the total length. diameter 3f to 4 in the length of head, 

1 to 1^ diameters from end of snout, and 2 to 21 apart. The 
greatest width of the head equals its length excluding the snout. 
Cleft of the mouth descends to opposite the upper third of the 
eye ; the width of the gape equals one half to four ninths of the 
length of the head. Barbels — the maxillary pair reach to opposite 
the eighth or tenth anal ray; the mandibular are nearly one 
half the length of the head- Teeth — in a very narrow oblong 
patch on either side of the vomer, and not continuous in the 
median line. Fim — the dorsal half as high as the body, narrow 
(especially in Madras specimens), and situated in the commence- 
ment of the second third of the length of the fish excluding 
the snout. Yentrals equal diameters of the eye. Anal not 
united to the caudal, the latter deeply forked. Cb?ozt 7 *—— silvery, 
a dark round shoulder-spot over the middle of the pectoral spine ; 
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this mark is very indistinct in Madras specimens, but exceedingly 
dark in those from Burma. 

The only objection to uniting the Madras with the Assam and 
Burmese form is that the former hasP. 1/12-13, the latter P. 1/15, 
The shoulder-spot is not so well marked, and the dorsal fin not so 
developed in the Madras variety. This fish is closely allied to 
G, himaculatus, but has a larger eye, a narrow band of palatine 
teeth, much longer pectoral fins and maxillary barbels. The Bur- 
mese form (0. notatus) is more elongated. 

Hcib, Madras, Assam, ajid Burma. 

141. (6.) CaUichrons malabaricus. 

Silurus malabaricus, Cuv. ^ Val, H. N. Foiss, siv, p. 353. 

Callichrous malabaricus, Day, Fish, India, p. 478, pi. cxi, fig. 1 (see 
synon.), 

Marathi; Mimgee TFhAfeA, Mai, 

B. XV. D. 4. P. 1/13-14. y. 8. A. 61-69 (3/58-66). 0. 17. 

Length of head 5 to 5§, of caudal fin 7, height of body 6 in the 
total length. Eyes — opposite the angle of the mouth, diameter 5| 
in the length of head, 1| diameters &om the end of snout, and 3 
apart. The greatest width of the head equals its length excluding 
the snout. Lower jaw strongly prominent. Barhels — the maxil- 
lary reach to above the commencement of the anal fin, the mandi- 
bular are short. TeetJi — in an interrupted band across the vomer. 
Fins — dorsal narrow. Pectoral rounded, as long as the head ex- 
cluding the snout; the spine strong, nearly one half as long as the 
head, and rather strongly serrated internally. A notch between 
the end of the anal and the base of the caudal, the last being deeply 
forked with the upper lobe the longer. Colour — of a deep greyish 
brown shot with purple, fin-membranes densely spotted with 
black. 

Specimens captured to the south of Canara or in the Cochin 
district show the most anal rays, a more elongated body, and 
longer mandibular barbels. 

Hah, Malabar coast of India as high as Canara. These fish reach 
20 inches in length, 

142. (7.) Callichrous pabda. 

Silurus pabda, Ham, Buck, Fish, Ganges, pp. 160, 374, t. xxv, fig. 47 

Callichrous pabda. Day, Fish, India, p. 479, pi, cxi, figs. 2 & 3 
(see synon.). 

Fallu, Punj. ; Fahda, Beng. 

B.xii-xiv. D,4-6. P.1/11-13, y.8. A. 54-60 (2/52-58). 0.18. 

Length of head 5 to 5|, of caudal fin 8, height of body 5 to 5| 
in the total length. Eyes — diameter 5 in the length of head, IJ to 

diameters from end of snout, and 2| to 3 apart. The greatest 
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width of the head equals its length excluding the snout. The 
width of the gape of the mouth equals half the length of the head. 
Lower jaw very prominent. Barbels — the maxillary reach the 
middle or end of the pectoral fin, the mandibular the hind edge of 
the orbit. Teeth — vomerine in two small oval patches, not con- 
fluent together. Fins — pectoral spine as long as tho head behind 
the middle of the eyes, serrated internally, sometimes rather 
strongly, at other times feebly, or entirely smooth. Anal not con- 
fluent with the caudal. Colour — this varies considerably, usually 
silvery glossed with gold, having a dark shoulder-spot above the 
middle of the pectoral fin, and usually another close to the base of 
the tail. In some specimens the body is covered with brownish 
blotches. At Jubbiilpore I took specimens having a dark band 
along the upper portion of the back, and a second along the 
lateral line, leaving a light line from the gill-opening to the upper 
portion of the caudal fin. 

Hah. Punjab in the affluents of the Indus and along that river 
to its termination; at Hardwar where the Ganges emerges fj'om 
the Himalayas and along its waters in the Gangetic provinces; 
also Orissa, Darjeeling, and the Brahmaputra in Assam. 

14, Genus AILIA, Gray. 

Branchiostegals eight. Gill-openings wide, the gill-membranes 
not confluent w ith the skin of the isthmus. Body elongated and 
strongly compressed. Head covered with thin skin. Byes nearly 
or quite behind the angle of tho mouth, and with adipose lids. 
Upper jaw slightly the longer. Nostrils patent, those on either 
side approximating, the anterior in front of the snout. Eight 
barbels, Yilliform teeth in the jaws and in tw’o minute patches 
on the vomer. No anterior dorsal, but a small adipose lin pos- 
teriorly. Pectoral with a spine. Ventral with six rays. Anal 
long (59-75 rays). Caudal forked. Air-bladder tubifonn, lying 
across the body of an anterior vertebra, and externally protected 
by bone. No axillary pore. 

Geographical JDistrihution. Sind, the larger rivers of the Punjab, 
N.W. Provinces, Bengal, Assam, and Orissa. 

143. (1.) Ailia co!la. (Fig. 58.) 

Malaptemius coila, Ham, Buck, Fish. Ganges, pp. 158, 375. 

Ailia coila, Bay, Fish. India, p. 488, pi. cxiv, fig. 4 (see synon.). 

Tuttuli and Bounse putti, Bamboo leaf,” Ooriah; Mungleeahner, 
Sind, ; Vella halada, Telugu ; KagoU, Rangpur, Basanguti, Gorakpur, 
Bdtuusij Bhagulpur,” H. Buch. 

B. viii. P. 1/14. V. 6. A. 59-75, C. iS. 

Length of head 6 to 7, of caudal fin 5^ to 8, height of body 5| to 6 
in the total length. Eyes — diameter 3^ to 3| in the length of the 
head, 1^ diameters from the end of snout, and 1 apart. The 
greatest width of the head equals its length excluding the snout ; 



SIIiUEIDiE. 


135 


the width of the gape of the mouth equals one third of the length 
of the head. Upper jaw the longer, and ra^fcher overhung by the 
snout. Cleft of the mouth reaclnng halfway to the orbit opposite 
the centre of the eye. Barbels — extend to the first one third or 
middle of the length of the fish excluding its caudal fin. Teeth — 
generic. Fiiis — ^pectoral spine slender and about as long as the 



Fig. 58. —Ailia coila* 


head. Ventral short. Anal with from 59 to 75 rays in my 
specimens, and most oi the intermediate numbers may be found. 
Caudal forked. In many specimens the neural spines appear just 
above the skin along the back. Colour — silvery, some of the fins 
often stained grey at their margins. The caudal, especially in 
Orissa specimens, is commonly orange edged with black. 

The fish is excellent eating and much esteemed as food. 

Hah, From the Kistna and Orissa ; throughout the Indus 
Jumna, and Ganges, from the hills to their terminations; also 
Assam. Attains at least 7 inches in length. 


15. Genus AILIICHTHYS, Day. 

Similar to Ailia except that the ventral fins are absent, 

144. (1.) Ailiichthys pxmctatus. (Fig. 59.) 

Ailiichthys punctata, Hay, P,Z,S. 1871, p. 713; and Fish India, 
p. 489, pi. cxiv, fig. 5. 

PuUtas-'si and Fut-tu~ah, Punj. 

P.1/12. A. 76-90. 0.17. 

Length of head 6 to 7, of caudal fin 6, height of body 5| in the 
total length. Eyes — situated more than half below the angle of the 
mouth, being partly on the lower side of the head, diameter four 
elevenths to one third of length of head, one half to two thirds of 
a diameter from end of snout, 1 diameter apart. Body com- 
pressed, upper profile of the head slightly concave. Width of 
the head equals its postorbital length. Width of the gape of the 
mouth equals one third of the length of the head. Upper jaw 
somewhat the longer, the cleft of the mouth only extends about 
halfway to the anterior margin of the eye, and to opposite its 
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centre. Barbels — subequal in length and extend to the middle of 
the length of the fish. Teeth — villiform in the jaws, adi- 

pose dorsal minute. Pectoral spine nearly as long as the head ; 



Fig. 59. —Ailiuhthhi/s 2 Mncfatus» 

ventrals absent. Caudal forked, lower lobe the longer. Colour — 
silvery, upper surface of head nearly black, a large black spot 
before the base of the caudal fin. 

Hah, Jumna below Delhi, also from the Indus in Sind, where I 
obtained numerous specimens up to 4 inches in length. 


16. Genus PSEUDEUTEOPIUS, Bleoker. 

Syn. Clupmma, Swainson ; SoMleicJithys, Bleeker. 

Braiiehiostegals from six to ten. Gill-openings wide, the mem- 
branes not confluent with the skin of the isthmus and rather 
deeply notched. Body elongated and compressed. Head covered 
with soft skin. Eyes large, with or without broad adipose lids, 
and situated behind as well as a little below the angle of the 
mouth, being usually partly on the inferior surface of the head. 
Upper jaw, as a rule, the longer. Nostrils patent, the posterior 
ones transverse and as near together as they are to the anterior 
pair, Barbels eight — one nasal pair, one maxillary and two man- 
dibular pairs, these last commencing in a transverse line close to 
the hind margin of the lower hp. Teeth villiform on the jaws and 
palate. Dorsal fin short, with one spine and six to eight rays ; a 
verv small adipose dorsal which may be absorbed in the adult 
{BMheiclithjs ) ; pectoral with a serrated spine ; anal long, ter- 
minating at some distance from a forked caudal. Ventral with 
from 6 to 8 rays. Air-bladder rather small, somewhat heart- 
shaped, with a notch at its anterior edge, and closely attached to 
the front surfaces of the vertebrm. An axillary pore generally 
present. 

Geographical Distribution, Eresh waters of Sind, India, Ceylon, 
and Burma to the Malay Archipelago, where according to Bleeker 
it appears to have a single representative. 

Uses, These fishes are all excellent as food, but in some localities 
are to be avoided as they consume offal. 
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Synopsis of Indian Species^ 

A, 54. Nasal "barlDels reach the dorsal, max- 
illary barbels the anal fin ; the mandibular 
are about as long as the head. Cleft of 

mouth to below first third of eye 1. P. goongioaree, p. 137. 

A. 43-52. Maxillary barbels reach middle of 
pectoral fin, the mandibular shorter than 

the head 2. P. taakree, p. 138. 

A. 42-46. Snout projecting, and covered 
beneath with teeth which are ptirely in 
advance of those of the lower jaw. The 
maxillary barbels reach the anal fin, the 

mandibular are as long as the head .... 3. P. acutlrostnSf p. 139. 
A. 38-43. MaxiUary barbels as long as head, 

the others shorter 4. P. mw'ius, p. 139. 

A. 35-37. Maxillary barbels reach the ventral 
fin, mandibular as lon^ at the head. Teeth 
on the palate in two distinct patches .... 5. P. syJcesiij p. 140, 

A. 33-41. Maxillary barbels reach the anal 
fin, mandibular longer than the head. 

Dark bands along the body, and a spot at 

the base of the caudal 6. P. atherinoideSf p. 141. 

A. 29-36. Maxillary barbels reach the ventral 
fin, mandibular about as long as the head. 

Adipose dorsal absent in adults 7. P. gama, p. 141. 

145. (1.) Pseudeutropitis goongwaree. (Pig. 60.) 

Hypophthalmus goongwaree, Sybes^ Tr, Z, S» ii, p. 360, pi. G4, fig. 3. 
Pseudeutropius goongwaree. Day, Fish. India^ p. 471, pi. cix, fig. 3 
(see synou.). 


Fga myeen yeeng^ Burmese. 



Fjg 60. — Pseud^utroyius goongwaree and upper dentition. 


B. vi. D. 1/7 1 0. P. 1/13. V. 6. A. 54 (3/51). C. 17. 

Length of head 5, of caudal fin 5, height of body 5 in the total 
length. Fyes — with a very broad circular adipose lid, situated 
partially on the lower surface of the head, diameter 2| in the 
length of head, | to 1 diameter from the end of snout, and 1 
apart. The median longitudinal groove on the head reaches the 
base of the occipital process, which latter is narrow, especially 
at its base. Width of head rather above half its length. Upper 
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jaw the longei' ; width of gape of mouth equals the diameter of the 
eye ; cleft extends to below first third of the eye. Barbels — the 
nasal pair reach the base of the dorsal fin, the maxillary the anal 
fin, and the mandibular are about as long as the head. Teeth — ^in a 
wide pyriform band, ider than those in the jaws ; the vomerine 
and palatine groups touching, but the two vomerine patches 
having a short interspace between them. Fins — dorsal spine 
somewhat slender, nearly as long as the head and very finely 
serrated posteriorly. Pectoral spine slightly longer, stronger, 
and rather strongly denticulated internally. Ventral fin not 
quite half as long as the head, and under the centre of the dorsal 
fin. Caudal forked. Free portion of the tail rather higher at its 
base than it is long. Colour — silvery, darkest superiorly. 

Hah, Elvers of the Deccan, Bengal, and Burma ; attaining about 
a foot in length. 

146. (2.) Pseudeutropius taakree. 

Hypophthalmus taakree, Sykes, Tt\ Z, S. ii, p. 300, pi. 04, fig. 4. 

Pseudeutropius taakree, Hay, Fish, India, p. 471, pi. cix, fig. 4 (see 
synon,). 

Waidi and Vdyadi, Marathi ; Salava jella, Telugu ; Kya than yyih, 
Burmese. 

B. vi. D. I 0. P. 1/10-11. V. 6. A. 43-62 (J^). 0. 17. 

Length of head 6 to 6^, of caudal fin 0, height of body 5 to 6 
in the total length. Eyes — situated behind the angle of the mouth 
and partly on the under surface of the head, having broad circular 
adipose lids ; diameter 2| to 3 in the length of the head, | to 1 
diameter from end of snout aud 1 apart. The greatest width 
of the head equals half its length, the width of the gape of the 
mouth two fifths ; the cleft of the mouth exteiulb to opposite the 
middle of the front edge of the eye. Occipital process long and 
slender, scarcely reaching the basal bone of the dorsal fin. Median 
longitudinal groove on the head shallow and reaching to the 
occipital process. Barbels — the nasal half as long as the head, the 
maxillaries reach the anal, whilst the mandibular are a little longer 
than the head. Teeth — the vomerine and palatine in a distinct 
patch. Fins — dorsal spine smooth anteriorly, serrated posteriorly, 
as long as the head without the snout, l^ectoral spine stronger, 
serrated internally aud almost as long as the head. Ventral rather 
above half as long as the head and reaching the anal. Free portion 
of the tail about as high at its base as it is long. Oohur — silvery, 
with a gloss of green along the back ; caudal stained with grey at 
its edges. 

1 have obtained in Burma, as high as Mandalay, specimens 
which 1 am unable to separate from this species, except that in 
some the pectoral spine is slightly shorter, in others the adipose 
fin is almost or quite absent. 

Eah, Poona, the Deccan, the rivers Kistnaand Jumna. Attains 
upw^ards of a foot and a half in length, and is good eating. 
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147. (3.) Pseudeutropins acutirostris. 

Pseudeutropius acutirostris, Day, P, Z, S, 1869, p. 618 ; and Fisk* 
India, p. 472, pi. ciz, fig. 1 (see synon.) 

B. vi. D. 1/6 I 0. P. 1/7. Y. 6. A. 42-46 (2/40-44). 0. 17, 

Length of head 4| to 5, of caudal fin 5, height of body 5 in 
the total length. Eyes — without adipose lids, situated behind the 
cleft of the mouth, diameter one third of the length of the head, 
one diameter from the end of snout, and also apart. The greatest 
width of the head equals half its length. Upper surface of the 
head flat and rugose. Upper jaw elongated, and projecting con- 
siderably beyond the lower. The median longitudinal groove on 
the head reaches the base of the occipital process, which is narrow 
and two sevenths as wide at its base as it is long. Barbels — the 
nasal rather longer than the head, the maxillary reach the base of 
the anal fin, the mandibular as long as the head. Teeth — ^the 
whole under surface of the snout toothed, the premaxillaries 
being entirely in advance of the lower jaw, in two minute 
patches on the vomer, and of the same character on the palatines, 
the latter not continuous with those on the vomer. Fins — 
dorsal spine as long as the head behind the angle of the mouth, 
finely serrated posteriorly. Pectoral spine strong, rough ex- 
ternally, and with about ten strong teeth internally ; it is as long 
as the head excluding the snout. Ventral arising somewhat 
behind the base of the dorsal fin ; caudal deeply forked. Colour — 
silvery, a black spot on the occiput, and a black blotch at the base 
of the dorsal fin. 

Hah, The Irrawaddi and other large Burmese rivex’s. It does 
not appear to attain a large size. 


148. (4.) Pseudeutropius murius. 

Pimelodus murius, JTam. BucK Fish, Ganges, pp. 195, 378. 

Pseudeutropius murius, Day, P. Z. S, 1869, p. 306 ; and Fisk, India, 
p. 472, pi. cviii, fig. 6 (see synon.). 

Muri-mcka, Ooriah and Bengali ; Motusi, Beng. ; Butchua, Hind. ; 
Ke-raad, Punj ; ChhotM vdehoyd, of the Kusi (H. B.). 

B. V. B. 1/7 1 0. P. 1/10. y. 6. A. 38-43 (3/35-40). C. 17. 

Length of head 5 J to 6, of caudal fin 5| to 6, height of body 5| 
to 6 in the total length. Eyes — lateral and very slightly on the 
lower sui’f ace of the head ; each with a broad, circular, adipose lid, 
diameter 3 to 3| in the length of head, J of a diameter from 
end of snout, and 1 apart. The greatest width of the head is 
rather above two thirds of its length. Jaws compressed, the 
upper slightly the longer, the cleft I'eaches nearly or quite to 
below the front edge of the eye ; the width of the gape equals 
one third of the length of the head. The median longitudinal 
groove on the head extends to the end of the occipital process, 
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which is naiTOw, short, half as wide at its base as it is long, 
and with a long interspace between it and the basal bone of the 
dorsal fin. Barheh-^ih.^ nasal reach to a short distance behind 
the posterior edge of the orbit ; the maxillary to the base of the 
pectoral fin, whilst the two mandibular pairs are a little longer 
than the head. Teeth — on the vomer and palate form an almost 
uninterrupted semilunar band. Fins — dorsal spine nearly as long 
as the first ray, or as the head excluding the snout, weak, very 
finely serrated in front, more coarsely behind. Pectoral spine 
weak, nearly or quite as long as the head, rough externally, serrated 
internally. Ventral small, one third as long as the head. Caudal 
deeply forked. Caudal peduncle as long as deep at its base. 
Colour — silvery, lightest along the sides and below ; dorsal, pectoral, 
and caudal fins darkest at their margins. 

In the form called P. megalojps the maxillary barbels extend to 
beyond the origin of the anal fin, but I do not see any other 
difference. 

Bah, Eivers of Sind, Orissa, the Jumna, and rivers of Bengal 
and Assam. Attaining about 6 or 8 inches in length. 

149. (5.) Pseudeutropius sykesii. 

Schilbe sykesii, Jerdim^ Mad, Jour, L, Sc. xv, 1849, p. 335. 

Pseudeutropius sykesii, Fish. India^ p. 473, pi. cix, fig. 5 (see 
synon.). 

JNahJtelletee} Tam. 

B.viii-ix. D. 1/7 10. P.1/9. V.6. A. 35-37 (3/32^34). C. 17. 

Length of head 6, of caudal fin 0, height of body 6 in tho total 
length, Fye ,^ — diameter 3 to 34 in length of head, 1 diameter 
from end of snout, and 1| apart. Head rather higher than wide, 
its greatest width equals its length excluding the snout. The 
angle of the mouth is on a level with the lower edge of the orbit. 
Upper jaw slightly the longer ; posteriorly it reaches two thirds of 
the distance between the snout and front edge of the orbit. The 
median longitudinal groove on the upper surface of the head 
reaches to the base of the occipital process, which is nari'ow. 
Barbels — the nasal pair reach to the front edge of tho orbit, the 
maxillary pair to the end of the pectoral or middle of the ventral ; 
the mandibular are as long as, or a little longer than the head. 
Teeth — ^those on the palate in two distinct patches. Ftns — 
dorsal spine slender, as long as the head excluding the snout, and 
finely serrated posteriorly; adipose fin small. Pectoral spine 
stronger and slightly longer than that of the dorsal, smooth 
externally, denticulated internally with about twenty-two teeth. 
Ventral commences just behind the vertical from the last dorsal 
ray ; caudal forked, lower lobe slightly the longer. Colour — bluish 
silvery along the back, becoming silvery w’hite on the sides and 
below. Dorsal and caudal grey, the other fins white. 

Bah, Vrestern coast of India in fresh water ; attaining about 0 
inches in length. 
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150. (6.) Pseudeutropins atherinoides. 

Silurus atherinoides, Blocks Ich. t. 371, fig. 1. 

Pseudeutropius atherinoides^ Bay, Fish. India, p. 473; pi. cix, fig. 2 
(see synon.), 

Fat-tul, and Chd-lee, Punj. ; Ak-hee, Sind, ; FaMah-re, N. W. Prov. ; 
Akkuryellaj Tel.; Battuli and Bi-potassi, Ooriah; Boh-du-ah {Fdtdsi, and 
Boyd, H. B.); Assam. 

B.vi. D. 1/5-6 I 0. P.1/7. Y. 6. A. 33-41 (3/30-38). 0.17. 

Length of head 5 to 5|, of caudal fin 5, height of body 4| to 5 J in 
the total length. Byes — with free orbital margins, no adipose lids, 
situated partially on the lower surface of the head ; diameter 2| 
to 3 in the length of head, and about half a diameter from end 
of snout. The greatest width of the head equals two thirds of its 
length. Upper jaw a little the longer. The median longitudinal 
groove on the head broad, shallow, and reaching to the base of the 
occipital process, which is four times as long as broad at its base 
and extends to the basal bone of the dorsal fin. Barbels — ^the 
nasal slightly longer than the head, the maxillary reach the base of 
the anal (in some Madras specimens only to the ventral) fin, the 
mandibular pair are rather longer than the head. Teeth — in the 
premaxillaries usually anterior to those in the mandibles ; in a 
narrow, uninterrupted, crescentic band across the palate. Fins — 
dorsal spine two thirds as long as the head, anteriorly rugose, 
finely serrated posteriorly. Pectoral spine rather longer and 
stronger than that of the dorsal, with about ten denticulations 
internally. Ventral half as long as the head. Caudal deeply 
forked. Colour — silvery, greenish along the back, and with three 
or four bands along the sides formed by black spots. Occiput and 
anterior portion of dorsal fin dark-coloured. 

Hah. Throughout Sind, India (excluding the western coast), and 
Assam ; rarely attaining to above 4 or 5 inches in length. The form 
called P. uTua is said to come from rivers and ponds in the northern 
parts of Bengal. 


151. (7.) Pseudeutropins garua. 

Siliu’us garua. Ham, Buck. Fish. Ganges, pp. 156, 375, pi. 21, fig. 50. 

Pseudeutropius garua. Bay, Fish, hidia, p. 474, pi. cix, fig. 6 (see 
synon.). 

Fuma bucJiun, Ooriah; Futtosi, Beng. ; BucJma, Hind.; Bhonrga-nu. 
Sind.; H. B.). 

D. vi. D. 1/7. P. 1/11. Y. 6. A. 29-36 (3/26-33). C. 17. 

Length of head 5 J to 6|, of caudal fin 4J, height of body to 7 
in the total length. Eyes — situated partly on the lower surface of 
the head, haying a broad, circular, adipose lid ; diameter 3| to 4 iii 
the length of the head, 1| diameters from the end of snout, and 2^ 
apart. The greatest width of the head equals its length excluding 
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the snout. Upper jaw the longer, the width of the gape of the 
mouth is two fifths the length of the head. Occipital process 
about four times as long as it is wide at its base, and not quite 
reaching the basal bone. Barbels — ^nasal from one third to one 
half as long as the head ; the maxillary extend to the middle or end 
of the ventral fin, the two mandibular pairs are about as long as 
the head. Teeth — in a semilunar band across the palate, those of 
the vomer contiguous to those of the palatines, and each patch 
being semicircular internally : sometimes the two vomerine 
patches have an interspace between them. Fins — dorsal spine 
rather slender, rugose anteriorly and feebly serrated posteriorly, 
as long as the head behind the nostrils, while the pectoral is of 
equal length or a little longer, stronger, and denticulated internally. 
The adipose dorsal generally only exists in the immature, and 
becomes almost imperceptible in the adult : as its non-existence 
forms the chief distinction of the genus Bcfiilheichthys from that of 
Bseuchutro^ius, whilst its absence is merely the result of age, I 
have not adopted the former designation. Lower caudjil lobe the 
longer. Air-Fladder — small, somewhat heart-shaped, and closely 
attached to the anterior surface of the front vertebrso. Colour — 
silvery, fins stained wdth grey. 

JETaS. Found generally throughout the larger rivers of Sind, 
India, Assam, and Burma. Attains upwards of two feet in length. 

17. G-enus PABTflASIXIS, Cuvier and Valenciennes. 

Syn. Pseudopangasius and Ilelioophagm^ Bleeker. 

Branchiostegals from about seven to twelve. Gill-openings 
wide, the membranes not confluent with the skin of the isthmus 
and rather deeply notched. Upper jaw the longer. Eye with a 
free orbital margin. Nostrils at some distance apart, both patent, 
the anterior situated in front, or on the upper edge, of the snout. 
Four slender barbels, one pair maxillary and a pair behind the 
chin. Teeth villiform, intermixed with conical ones in the jaw^s ; 
those in the vomer, if present, distinct from those on the palatines. 
Dorsal fin inserted in front of ventral and with one spine and 
seven rays 5 adipose fin short. Ventral with six rays. Pectoral 
with a spine. Anal rather elongate (29 to 39 rays), not confluent 
with the caudal. Air-bladder in the abdominal cavity, and not 
enclosed in bone. One or more axillary pores. 

Geographical Distribution. Large rivers and estuaries of India 
and Burma to the Malay Archipelago. 

152. ( 1 .) Pangasius buchanani. (Fig. 61.) 

Pimelodus pangasiiis, Ham, Buck. Fish, Ganges^ pp. 103, 376, pi, 33, 
flg. 52. 

Pangasius buchanani, Cue, ^ Val. H. N. Poiss, xv, p. 45, pi. 425; 
Day, Fish, India, p, 470, pi. cviii, fig. 5 (see synon.}. 

Jellum, Ooriah; Coola KeUette, Tamil; Nga dan, Bumiese. 
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B.ix^x. D.l/7|0. P.1/12. Y.6. A. 31-34 (4-5/27-29). 0.19. 

Length of head 5| to 6, of caudal fin 5 to 5^, height of body 4 
to 5 in the total length. Eyes — ^partly on the lower surface of the 
head, and rather nearer the snout than the occiput, the width of 
the interorbital space equalling the length of the head excluding 
the snout. The greatest width of the head equals its length 
behind the angle of the mouth. Upper jaw the longer ; width of 
the gape of the mouth equals three sevenths of the length of the 
head, its cleft reaches to below the hind nostril, and is opposite 
the centre of the front edge of the eye. Upper surface of the 
head smooth in small specimens, rather lineated in large ones, 
especially along the occipital process, which is from 2^ to 3 



Fig. 61 . — Pangasiits hmhamni and upper dentition. 


times as long as wide at its base. Barbels — ^the maxillary reach 
the base of the pectoral fin ; ihe mandibular are half as long as the 
head. Teeth — on the palate in a crescentic row, the vomerine 
patches being either distinct from or just confluent with those on 
the palate. Fins — dorsal spine of moderate strength, as long as 
the head behind the angle of the mouth, slightly serrated anteriorly, 
in its entire length posteriorly. Pectoral spine rather stronger 
than that of the dorsal, in some specimens of the same length ; in 
others as long as the head, denticulated internally. Caudal deeply 
forked. Colour — silvery, darkest along the back and glossed with 
purple on the sides ; cheeks and under surface of the head shot 
with gold. Air-bladder — large, its anterior portion occupies about 
half the length of the abdominal cavity, and is then divided by a 
constriction from the second portion, which is narrowed and 
divides into two small continuations, one of which extends on 
either side amongst the muscles covering the haemal spines, as far 
as to above the middle of the anal fin. The anterior portion of 
the air-bladder has a large pyramidal and cellular cavity, the base 
of which IS anterior; on either side of this cellular cavity is a 
pyriform smooth chamber, the two communicating anteriorly. 
The remainder of the air-bladder is cellular or, rather, furnished 
with valviilar-formed folds. 

Eah, Large rivers and estuaries of India, Assam, Burma, and 
perhaps the Malay Archipelago This species attains upwards 
of four feet in length, and is a foul feeder. 
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18. G-enus SILUlirMA, Cuvier and Valenciennes. 

Branchiostegals eleven to twelve. Gill-openings wide, the gill- 
membranes overlapping, but not confluent with the skin of the 
isthmus. Body elongated and compressed. Head covered with 
soft skin. Eyes lateral, with narrow adipose lids. Mouth rather 
wide, not cleft to so far as the eyes ; lower jaw the longer. 
Nostrils, those on either side approximating, the anterior pair in 
front of the snout and a little external to the posterior pair. 
A pair of maxillary and sometimes also a pair of mandibular 
barbels. Villiform 'teeth in the jaws, and in an uninterrupted 
band on the palate. Eirst dorsal fin with one spine and seven 
rays ; the adipose short. Anal long (40-50 rays). Ventral with 
six rays, placed below or just behind the adipose dorsal. Air- 
bladder kidney-shaped, convex anteriorly, lying across the body of 
an anterior vertebra, from which it is separated by the aorta, 
having its lateral margins protected by bone. An axillary pore. 

Geographical Distribution, Throughout the larger rivers of India 
and Burma. 


Sympsis of Indian Species, 

A. 44-50. Maxillary and mandibular barbels .... 1. sylcesiij p. 144. 
A. 40-46. A pair of short maxillary barbels only. 2. S, yangetka^ p. 145. 


153. ( 1 .) Silxindia sykesii. 

Silundia sykesii, Day^ Jour. L. S, Zool. xii, p. 5G9 5 and Fish, India, 
p. 487, pi. cxiv, fig. 2 (see synon.). 

Wd-Mie kel-le-tee (slippery silnroid) and Poo-nat-tee, Tam. ; Wanfou, 
Tel. 

B.xii. D. 1/7|0. P.1/12. V. 6 . 1.44-50(2-3/42-47). C. 19. 

Length of head 5|, of caudal fin 4|, height of body 5| in the total 
length. Eyes — with a narrow, free, adipose lid ; diameter 3| in the 
length of the head, 1 diameter from the end of snout, and l| apart. 
The greatest width of the head equals its length behind the middle 
of the eyes ; lower jaw the longer, curved upwards in the middle ; 
snout rather broad ; the width of the gape of the mouth equals four 
elevenths of the length of the head. Barbels — the maxillary pair 
reach the opercle or even the base of the pectoral fin ; the mandi- 
bular pair equal one diameter of the eye in length. Teeth — 
villiform in the jaws, in a crescentic band across the palate. 
Emis— dorsal spine weak, roughened anteriorly, finely serrated 
posteriorly and as long as the head excluding the snout ; pectoral 
spine stronger, as long as the head behind the angle of the mouth, 
and reaching to above the ventral. Ventral arising behind 
the vertical from the last dorsal ray, and reaching to the anal. 
Caudal forked, the lower lobe rather the longer. Free portion 
of the tail nearly as high as long. bluish superiorly, 
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becoming white on the sides and beneath, the fins stained exter- 
nally with grey. 

Sykes says his Ageneiosus childreni is termed Purree, Mahr., and 
JSillun in the Deccan, that it is without cirri, and also that the first 
bony ray is “ serrated on the anterior edge,” this being also shown 
in the figure. The long maxillary barbels of this species serve to 
distinguish it from S, gangetica, 

Hal, Eivers of the Deccan and the Enstna and G-odavery to 
their terminations. 


154 (2.) Silttudia gangetica. (Fig. 62.) 

Pimelodus silondia, Ham. JBueh. Pish. Ganges, pp. 160, 375; pL 7, 
fig. 50. 

Silimdia gangetica, Ciiv. ^ Val. H. P. Poiss. xv, p. 49, pi. 426 ; JDag, 
Fish. India, p. 488, pi. cxiv, fig. 3 (see synon.). 

SiJond, Punj. ; Ji-lung and Silond, Ooriah and Bengali ; Wanjou, Telugu j 
Poomdte or WallaM kelletti (^‘slippery siluroid ”), Tamil ; Nga mrang, 
Arracanj Basa or Baclia, Chittagong; Nga mee nyeeng, Burm, 

B. xi-xii. D, 1/7 I 0. P.1/11-13. V. 6. A. 40-46(4/36-44). 0. 17. 

Length of head SJ, of caudal fin 5^ to 6, height of body 5 to 5| 
in the total length. Eyes — with narrow anterior ^and posterior 
adipose lids; diameter 4 to 4|- in the length of head, 1^ to 1| 
diameters from the end of snout, and 2 apart. The width of the 
head equals its length excluding the snout, whilst its height is 
rather less. Lower jaw the longer, snout rather broad, the width 
of the gape of the mouth exceeding half the length of the head. 
Barbels — a pair of minute maxillary, but no mandibular ones. 
Teeth — ^in the jaws villiform, and in a crescentic band across the 
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palate. Fins — dorsal spine rather w’-eak, as long as the head 
behind the middle of the eye, anteriorly smooth or rugose, pos- 
teriorly finely serrated in its upper portion. Pectoral spine 
stronger, as long as head without the snout, and serrated in- 
ternally. Yentral fin arising under the posterior dorsal rays, and 
nearly reaching the anal. Air-hladder — small, with its lateral 
edges protected by a short osseous process from either side of the 
vertebra, but it cannot be said to be enclosed in bone. The air- 
bladder itself, when opened, is found to consist of two oval chambers, 
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having a communicating canal, and in the young is almost sur- 
rounded by high osseous sides. Colour — bluish along the back, 
becoming silvery on the sides, fins stained with grey. 

Hah, Estuaries of India and Burma, ascending the larger rivers 
nearly to their sources. gamjetica attains 6 feet or more in 
length, and is called “ a shark ” by the natives. It is very voracious. 


19. Genus MACEONES, Dumeril. 

Syn. Bag'imsj pt, Cuv. & VaL; Hypselohagncs, Hemihagnis, Pseudo- 
hagrmf and Aspidohagi-us, Bleeker. 

Branchiostegals from six to twelve. Mouth terminal, transverse. 
Upper jaw generallv the longer. Gill-openings wide, the gill-mem- 
branes overlapping the isthmus and being separate to the chin. 
Eyes with free circular lids. Barbels eight — one nasal, one maxil- 
lary, and two mandibular pairs, A distinct and separate interneural 
shield on the nape, closely connected to the basal bone of the 
dorsal fin ; or no such shield. Villiform teeth in the jaws, and in 
a more or less uninterrupted curved band across the palate. Bayed 
dorsal fin with one spine and seven rays ; adipose dorsal of varying 
length ; pectoral with a strong serrated spine ; anal short or of 
moderate length ; ventral with six rays ; caudal forked. Air- 
bladder of moderate or large size, atl ached to the under surface of the 
bodies of the anterior vcrtebrm. An axillary pore generally present. 

The ova of these fishes are small, consequently very different to 
those of their marine relatives, Arius and its allied genera. 

Geographical Distribution, These fishes extend through most 
parts of Asia, and are numerous in the fresh waters of India and 
Ceylon, one species (if. yuUo) often being captured in the sea. 

Uses. Employed as food by the poorer natives, but of inferior 
quality and rather insipid. 


Synopsis of Indian Species, 

A. 26-28. Golden, with a large black 

shoulder-spot h M, chryseus, p. 148. 

A. 12-13. Maxillary barbels reach cau- 
dal fin. A black spot on adipose 

4 t * ■ ; P- ^ 

A. 11-12. Maxillary barbels reach hind 

edge of first dorsal fin 3. M. seenr/hala, p. 100. 

A. 12. Maxillary barbels reach front 
edge of eye. A dark shoulder-spot, 
another on the adipose dorsal j body 
with indistinct cross hands 

A. 12-15. Occiph al process half longer 
than wide at its base, a long inter- 
space between it and basal bone of 
dorsal fin. Length of base of adipose 
dorsal equal to half that of the inter- 
space between the two dorsal fins. . 


4. M, hlythii, p. 151. 


5. if. p. 151. 
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A. 11-13. Upper surface of the head 
almost smooth. 'Occipital process 
very narrow, a long interspace be- 
tween it and basal bone. Brown, 
with some black spots along the 

sides 6. AT. punctafus, p. 153. 

A. 11-13. Upper surface of the head 
roughened. Occipital process short, 
with a long interspace between it 
and the basal bone. Brown with 
some black spots along the sides , . 7, M, cormla, p. 153. 

A. 12. Occipital process short, with a 
long interspace between it and the 
basal bone. Dorsal spine smooth, 
weak, articulated in its upper three 

fourths 8. M. mimpliihalmns, p. 154. 

A. 11-13. Occipital process reaches 
basal bone. Maxillary barbels reach 
caudal fin. Adipose dorsal long, 
commencing just behind the rayed 
fin. Dorsal spine entire. Silvery, 
often with a black spot at base of 
dorsal spine, and fins stained with 

dark 9. A/, camsius, p. 155. 

A. 11-13. Median groove on head 
reaches base of occipital process, 
which latter reaches the basal bone. 

Golden, with a b^ack shoulder-spot 
and about five longitudinal dark 
bands 10. if. tengara^ p. 156. 

A. 11-13. Eye 3 to 3| in length of 
head j occipital process reaches basal 
bone. Maxillary barbels reach 
middle of anal fin. Base of adipose 
dorsal as long as that of the rayed 
fin. Dark spot anteriorly at base of 


dorsal fin 11. M* oculatus^ p. 156* 

A. 9-12. Median gToove on head does 
not reach the base of the occipital 
process, which latter reaches the 

basal bone 12, M. vittatus, p. 157. 

A. 11-12. Maxillary barbels reach anal 
fin. Purplish black, with some 

white spots 13. M. leticophastSj p. 158. 


A. 12, Head 5 in the total length. 

Median groove on head does not 
reach occipital process, which last 
extends to the basal bone. Maxil- 
lary barbels reach anal fin. A dark 
shoulder-maik, a light band along 
the body, and dark spot at base of 

caudal 14. AT. montanus^ p. 159. 

A. 9-10. Head 4§ in the total length. 

Median ^oove on head does not 
reach occipital process, which last 
does not quite reach the basal bone. 

Ii2 
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Maxillary barbels reach middle of 
anal fin. A large pre-anal papilla. 

A dark shoulder-mark. 15. M. kdettus^ p. IGO. 

A. 10-11. Head 4J to 6^ in the total 
length. Median groove on the 
head does not reach base of 
occipital process, which last has a 
long interspace between it and the 
basal bone. Maxillary barbels reach 
middle or end of ventral fin. A 
dark shoulder-spot, another at base 

of caudal fin 16. M, malabaricuSj p. 100. 

A. 11. Head 5^ in the total length. 

Median groove on the head almost 
reaches the base of the occipital 
process, which last reaches the basal 
bone. Maxillary barbels reach end 
of ventral fin. A dark blotch at 

base of caudal fin 17. 3L armatus, p IGl. 

A . 9-10. Head to 6 J in the total 
length. Median groove on the head 
reaches the base of the occipital 
process, which last reaches the basal 
bone. Maxillary barbels reach the 
anal fin. Two light longitudinal 
bands, and sometimes a dark shoul- 
der-spot 18. 3L hleelerij p. 1G2. 

155. (1.) Macrones chryseus. (Fig. 63.) 

PseudobagTus chryseus, Day, Fiifh, 3falahar^ p. 185, pi. xiii, fig. 2. 
Macrones chryseus. Day, Fidi, India, p. 446, pi. xcix, fig 3. 

Mungil yata, Mai. ; Neela katumae, Hind. 

B. X. D. 1/7 1 0. P. 1/6. V. 6. A. 26-28. 0. 17-19. 
Length of head 4^ to 4|, of caudal fin 5, height of body 5 in the 



Fig. 63. — 3facrones chrymis. 


total leagth. diameter 4 to 5 in the length of head, 1 1 dior- 

meters from the end of snout, and 2 to 2| apart. Greatest width 
of the head equals four fifths of its length. Upper jaw slightly 
the longer. "Width of gape of mouth nearly equal to half the length 
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of the head. Upper surface of head, opercles, and humeral process 
with smooth ridges. Occipital process twice as long as wide at its 
base, no interspace between it and tbe basal bone. The superior lon- 
gitudinal grooye on the head shallow, reaching to opposite the hind 
edge of the eye. Barleh — ^the nasal rather above half the length 
of the head, the maxillary slightly longer, the external mandibular 
reach the base of the pectoral fin, the internal pair are one fourth 
shorter. Teeth — in a narrow uninterrupted semilunar band across 
the palate. Fins — dorsal spine as long as the head behind the 
middle of the eyes, strong, with about ten denticulations posteriorly, 
and three or four anteriorly near its summit ; it ends in a soft 
prolongation; adipose fin short, commencing over the last fourth 
of the anal. Pectoral reaches the ventral ; pectoral spine stronger 
than that of the dorsal and as long as the head excluding the snout, 
serrated externally and with 16 or 18 strong teeth internally. 
Ventral rather above half as long as the pectoral and reaching the 
anal; base of anal equal to the length of the head; the fin is 
highest anteriorly. Caudal slightly or deeply lunated or even 
forked. Pree portion of tail rather higher than long. Colour — 
back greenish yellow, sides golden ; a large round black mark on 
the shoulder surrounded by a light yellow ring. Dorsal and anal 
fins yellowish orange, stained with darker at their margins. Caudal 
yellow, with a black base and dark edges. 

Hah. Eivers in Canara and Malabar, preferring the deepest 
pools. Longest specimen obtained 8 inches, but double that size is 
said to be attained. Wounds from the spines of this fish are deemed 
venomous by the natives. 

156, (2.) ICacrones aor. 

Pimelodus aor, Ham. Bueli. Fish. Ganges^ pp. 205, 379, pi. 20, fig. 68. 

Maerones aor, Bay^ Fish. India, p. 444. 

MuMl-jellah, Tel. ; Cumboo Jcellefee, Tam. ; Nga^oung and Nga uiy, 
Bnrm. ; Seengala and Sang-go-ah, Punj. ; Singhdrce, Sind. ; Alii or 
Addi, Ooriah. 

B.xii. D.l/7|0. P. 1/9-10. y.6. A. 12-13 (3-4/9). C. 17. 

Length of head 4J to 5, of caudal fin 4, height of body 6 in the 
total length . Eyes — transversely oval, diameter 5 to 8 in the length 
of the head, 2| to 3 diameters from the end of snout, and 1| to 2 
apart. Snout broad, depressed, the width of the gape being equal 
to from two fifths to three sevenths of the length of the head, while 
the cleft does not extend halfway to the orbit. The upper 
jaw the longer. Width of the head three fifths of its length, 
its upper surface rugose in tuherculated ridges. Occipital process 
not extending halfw^ay to the basal bone of the dorsal, while an 
intermediate interneural shield exists, which is usually wider 
than th.e occipital process. The width of this bone is subject to 
great variation : thus in some old specimens it is only twice as long 
as broad, whilst in others and in some immature it is four times 
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as long as wide. The longitudinal furrow on the head extends to 
the base of the occipital process. maxillary extend 

to, or even beyond, the base of the caudal fin ; the nasal halfway 
to the orbit ; the outer mandibular to the base of the pectoral, and 
the inner two-thirds of that distance. Teeth — in an uninterrupted 
semilunar band across the palate. Fins — dorsal spine rather weak, 
nearly or quite as long as the head (in the young occasionally 
shorter), finely serrated posteriorly. Pectoral as long as the head 
excluding the snout, and reaching four sevenths of the distance to 
the ventral ; pectoral spine stronger than dorsal but shorter, being 
from one half to three fifths of the length of the head, it is rugose 
or finely serrated externally and denticulated internally. The 
adipose dorsal commences above the last third or end of the ven- 
tral, and its base equals about that of the rayed fin or even a little 
more, whilst the extent of the interspace between the two fins 
equals half the length of that of the rayed dorsal fin. Ventral 
does not reach the anal. Caudal with deeply pointed lobes, the 
three outer rays in the upper lobe being produced. Air-Uadder — 
large and pyriform. Colour — bluish leaden superiorly, becoming 
white beneath j fins yellowish, stained with dark externally in both 
the dorsal and caudal. A black spot about equal to the diameter 
of the eye on the posterior and inferior portion of the soft dorsal. 

Eah. Throughout Sind and India to Burma. Said to attain 
6 feet ; a specimen in Calcutta is 3 feet long. 


167. (3.) KCacrones seenghala. 

Platystoma seenghala, Sijhes, Ti\ Z. S. ii, p. 371, pi. C5, fig. 2. 

Macrones seeughala, JDay^ Fish, Indla^ p, 444, pi, xcix, fig. 1 (see 
synon.). 

Teng-ga-ra, Piuij. ; Muti-jellah^ Seenghala^ and Shengal^ Telugu. 

B. xii. D. 1/7 I 0. P. 1/9. V. G. A. 11-12 (3/8-9). C. 19-21. 

Length of head 4|, of caudal fin 4|, height of body 7| to 8 in 
the total length. Eyes — diameter 7 to 8 in the length of head, 2 to 
2^ diameters from the end of snout, and l.J to 2 apart. The greatest 
width of the head equals one half to four ninths of its length ; 
snout spatulate ; upper jaw rather tho longer ; the width of the 
gape equals one third of the length of the head, the cleft shallow. 
Upper surface of the head granulated in ridges, its median longi- 
tudinal groove reaches the base of the occipital process, which is 
twice as long as wide at its base, between its posterior extremity 
and the basal bone of the dorsal fin is a separate iuterneural shield 
from four times as long as broad in the young, to twice as long 
in the adult. Barbels — the maxillary extend to the middle or just 
'beyond the hind margin of the dorsal fin, the nasal to opposite the 
middle of the orbit, the external mandibular to the base of the 
pectoral, whilst the internal are one third shorter. Teeth — on the 
palate in an uninterrupted crescentic band. Fim — dorsal one 
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third to one half higher than the body, its spine rather weak, 
anteriorly rugose, indistinctly serrated posteriorly, and as long as 
the head excluding the snout ; the length of the base of the 
adipose dorsal equals or exceeds that of the rayed fin, while the 
intermediate distance is of the same length. Pectoral extends 
rather above halfway to the ventral ; pectoral spine is stronger 
than dorsal and half as long as the head, roughened externally, 
denticulated internall^^. Ventral extending tw'o thirds of the dis- 
tance to the anal. Caudal deeply forked, upper lobe the longer. 
Air-hladder — large, pear-shaped, and not enclosed in bone. Colo ur 
— brownish along the back, silvery on the sides and beneath, a 
round black spot at the posterior end of the base of the adipose 
dorsal fin. 

Very closely allied to M, aor^ and chiefly distinguished by its 
much shorter maxillary barbels. 

Hah, The Indus, salt-ranges of the Punjab, Jumna, and Ganges 
certainly as low as Delhi, also the Deccan, Xistna river to its 
termination, and Assam. This species attains a considerable size. 

158. (4.) ICacrones blsrthii. 

Batasio affinis, Blyth^ J, A. S, JB, xxix, 1860, p. 150 {not Bagrus 
afiinis, Jerdo% 1849). 

Macrones blythii, FhK Indian p. 445 (see synon.). 

D.l/no. P.l/7. V.6. A. 12(3/9). C. 17. 

Length of head nearly 5, of pectoral fin 6, of caudal 6, height of 
body 5 in the total length. Eyes — diameter 3| in the length of 
head, 1 diameter from end of snout and 1| apart. Snout projecting. 
Median longitudinal groove on head indistinct, but reaching the 
base of the occipital process, which is narrow, twice as long as wide 
at its base, and separated from the basal bone of the dorsal fin by 
an interneural shield. Barhels—%\xQ maxillary, which are the 
hmgest, only reach the anterior margin of the orbit. Teeth — in an 
uninterrupted crescentic band across the palate. Fins — dorsal 
spine moderately strong, slightly serrated posteriorly in its upper 
fourth, and rather above half the length of the head. Pectoral 
spine slightly longer and stronger than that of the dorsal, and 
denticulated internally. Adipose dorsal commencing not far from 
the hind edge of the first dorsal, while the base is a little longer 
than that of the anal. Caudal forked, the lobes of nearly equal 
length. Colour — a dark spot on the shoulder, a second on the 
base of the adipose dorsal fin ; body with indistinct cross bands. 

Hah. Tenasserim provinces, whence one specimen 3*5 inches 
long wms sent to the Calcutta Museum. 

159. (5.) Macrones gulio. (Pig. 64.) 

Pimelodus gulio. Ham. Buck, Fish, Ganges^ pp. 201, 379, pi. 23, 
fig. 66. 

Macrones gulio, Day, Fish, India, p. 445, pi. xcix, fig. 2 (see synon.)» 

Nuna tmggara, Beng. } Fgajerung, Arracan. 
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B.ix. D. 1/7 10. P.1/8-9. V.6. A. 12-15 (3-4/9-11). 0.17. 

Length oE head ^ to 4|, of caudal fin 4|, height of body 5 to 5| 
in the total length. diameter 5 to 6 in the length of head, 

Ij diameters from the end of snout, and 2 diameters apart. 
Snout broad and slightly depressed, upper jaw somewhat the 
longer. Greatest width of head equal to its length excluding the 
snout, and one fourth broader than high. Upper surface of the 
head granulated, its median longitudinal groove lanceolate, ex- 
tending to opposite the hind edge of the orbit. Occipital process 
rounded posteriorly and half longer than wide at its base, a con- 
siderable interspace between it and the basal bone of the dorsal fin. 



Fig. 6 k — Maerones gulio. 


Barbels — ^nasal shorter than the head, the maxillary roach to the 
middle or nearly the end of the ventral fin, the external mandi- 
bular are longer than the head or than the internal pair. Teeth — 
in a narrow, uninterrupted, crescentic band across the palate. 
Fins — dorsal spine half as long as the head, strong, anteriorly with 
one or two teeth at its upper extremity, serrated posteriorly. 
Anterior rays longer than the spine. Adipose dorsal with a short 
base equalling about half of the interspace between the two fins. 
Pectoral spine as long as the head excluding the snout, strong, 
and denticulated internally. The ventral fin does not reach the 
anal. Upper caudal lobe the longer, inferior sometimes rounded. 
Air-bladder — heart-shaped, divided along its centre by a strong 
partition, having a communicating orifice in its upper back part, 
while the whole has many subdivisions internally. Colour — lurid 
bluish brown on the back, becoming dull white beneath ; fins, 
especially on their outer halves, usually black ; maxillary barbels 
mostly black, fish from fresh waters sometimes have them whitish 
or white-tipped. 

. As in the rest of the genus Macrones, the ova in this species are 
» small. Some specimens from the Hooghly have 1 1 branched anal 
Vays, and the maxillary barbels only reach the end of the pectoral 
fin. 
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~ Hah. Seas, estuaries, and tidal waters from Sind ’ aud Bombay, 
throughout India and Burma to the Malay Archipelago. There 
are stuffed specimens in the Calcutta Museum 18 inches in length. 

160. (6.) Macrones pxinctatus. 

Bagrus punctatus, lerdon, Mad, Jour, L, Sc. xv, 1849, p. 339. 

Macroues punctatus, Day, Fish, India^ p. 445, pi. c, fig. 3 (see synon.), 

Sholang ItelleU^ Tam. 

B. xi. B. 1/7 10. P.1/7. V. 6. A. 11-13 (3-4/8-9). C. 17. 

Length of head 4| in the young to 5, of caudal fin 5|, height of 
body 6 1 in the total length. Eyes — diameter 6 to 7 in the length 
of head, 2 diameters from end of snout, and 2^ apart. Greatest 
w idth of head equals its length behind the nostrils ; width of the 
gape of mouth equals two fifths of length of head. Tipper jaw 
slightly the longer. Interorbital space rather convex and equal to 
the length of the snout ; upper surface of the head and shoulder- 
bones furrowed, but without any tuberculated ridges. Median 
longitudinal groove very indistinct, lanceolate, and extending almost 
to the base of the occipital process, which is narrow and has an in- 
terval equal to twice its length between it and the basal bone. 
Barbels — the nasal reach the hinder edge of the orbit, the maxillary 
the base or middle of the ventral fin, the external mandibular the 
base of the pectoral, the internal are one third shorter. Teeth — 
on the palate in an uninterrupted crescentic band. Fhis — dorsal 
spine of moderate strength, serrated posteriorly in its upper third, 
it is one half as long as the head but shorter than the first ray ; 
adipose dorsal with a short base, equalling half the distance of the 
interspace between it and the first dorsal fin. Pectoral spine 
longer and stronger than that of the dorsal, equal in length to the 
head excluding the snout, rugose externally, denticulated internally. 
The ventrals arise on a vertical line just posterior to the last dorsal 
ray. Tipper caudal lobe the longer. Colour — head and back 
dark greyish olive, becoming yellow on the abdomen ; about ten 
black, rounded spots along the lateral line ; fins dusky, except the 
ventrals, which are yellowish. 

This fish is closely allied to M, cormla, but its head is much 
shorter in the adult, its upper surface is almost smooth, and its 
snout is not so fiat. 

Eah, Bhavani river at base of Nilgiri hills ; attaining at least 
18 inches in length. 

161. (7.) Macroues corsula. 

Pimelodus corsula. Ham. Buch. Fish. Ganges, pi. i, fig. 72. 

Macrones corsula. Day, Fish. India, p. 446, pi. c, fig. 5 (see synon.). 

. Funjah-gagah, Ooriah ; Kala shmgd, Marathi. 

B. X. D. 1/7|0. P.1/9. V. 6. A. 11-13(3-5/8). C. 17. 

Length of head 4 to 4^, of caudal fin 5 to 6, height of body 6 in 
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the total length. Eyes — diameter 5| to 7 in the length of head, 
2 diameters from the end of snout, and 2 to 2^ apart • interorbital 
space nearly flat. The greatest width of the head equals its length 
excluding the snout. Tipper jaw the longer. Median longitudinal 
groove on the head extending to the base of the occipital process 
ill the young, not so far in the adult. Occipital process very long 
and narrow, the width of its base being hardly equal to one fifth 
of its length ; but in old specimens tlie anterior portion of this bone 
becomes concealed by skin, and appears to be very short, a very 
slight interspace exists between it and the basal bone of the dorsal 
fin. Extent of gape of the mouth equals three eighths of length of 
head. Upper surface of the head, opercles, and shoulder-bone 
roughened by the presence of tubercular ridges. Barbels — the nasal 
extend to below the middle of the orbit ; the maxillary to nearly 
or quite the base of the anal ; the external mandibular to the base 
of the pectoral, and the internal to opposite the posterior extremity 
of the preopercle. Teeth — in an uninterrupted semilunar band 
across the palate. Fins — dorsal spine slender, serrated posteriorly 
in its upper half, half as long as the head ; base of adipose dorsal 
varying in length, usually as long as, or longer than, that of the 
rayed fin. Pectoral spine strong, compressed, rugose externally, 
denticulated along its whole extent internally ; it is as long as the 
head excluding the snout, and slightly longer than that of the dorsal. 
Ventral half as long as the head, and not reaching the anal ; in 
some specimens the upper caudal lobe is prolonged. Eree portion 
of the tail rather longer than high. Colour — above greyish brown, 
below dull white. Fins greyish, stained v’lith black. Several 
vertical black spots along the anterior portion of the latei'al lino. 

Blyth observed that this is “a very mucous fish, and those 
brought to the bazaar are commonly much clotted over with an 
adhesive clayey mud, as if they had burrowed into it, and they are 
mostly brought many together, appearing as if dug out from the 
mud of ponds more or less dried up.’^ 

Hob. From Orissa through Bengal and Assam ; attaining a foot 
or more in length. 

1G2. (8.) Macrones microphthalnnis. 

Macrones microphthalmus, Day, Fish. India, p. 446, pL c, fig. 4. 

Nga-iJee, Burmese. 

B,x, D. 1/7 10. P.1/9. V.G. A. 12(3/9). 0.17. 

Length of head 4, of caudal fin 5|, height of body G|- in the total 
length (excluding the filamentous prolongation of the caudal fin), 
j^^—diameter 6 in the length of head, 2 diameters from the end 
of snout, and 2| apart. The greatest viidth of the head equals its 
length excluding the snout. Upper jaw the longer, snout spatulate. 
Median longitudinal groove on the head reaching nearly to the 
base of the occipital process, which is pointed, scarcely longer than 
wide at its base, ana with a long interspace between it aud the 
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basal bone of the dorsal fin. Upper surface of the head nearl7 
smooth, the few ridges not being tuberculated. Barhek — ^nasal 
reaching the hinder third of the eje, maxiUary the base of the caudal, 
external mandibular the first third of the pectoral, while the inner 
pair are shorter. Teeth — in an uninterrupted semilunar band 
across the palate. Fim — dorsal as high as the body, its spine very 
slender, only osseous at its base and articulated in its upper two 
thirds ; len^h of base of adipose dorsal equal to that of the rayed 
fin, whilst the interspace between the two fins is of the same length. 
Pectoral as long as the postorbital portion of the head, the spine 
moderately strong and one half as long as the head, denticulated 
internally. Ventral nearly one half as long as head and just ex- 
tending to the anal. Upper caudal lobe with a filamentous pro- 
longation. Pree portion of tad one half longer than high. Colour 
— of a light brown, shot with purple ; fins darkest externally. 

Possibly all these three last forms are local races of one species. 

Hah, Burma, along the valley of the Irrawaddi. 

16B. (9.) Macrones cavasius. 

Pimelodus cavasius, Ham, JBiicJi. Fish, Ganges, pp. 203, 379, pi. xi, 
fig. 67. 

Macrones cavasius, JDay, Fish. India, p. 447, pi. c, fig. 1 (see synon.). 

Vella helletee and Cutta, Tam. ; Nahra jellay Tel. ; Guntea, Ooriah ; 
Kaoasi tengara, Beng. ] Nga-zm-zuie, Burmese ; Bhingti and IShingata, 
Marathi. 

B. vi. D. 1/7 1 0. P. 1/8, V. 6. A. 11-13 (4/7-9). C. 16. 

Length of head 6 to 6|, of caudal fin 6, height of body 5^ in the 
total length. Eyes — diameter 3| to 3J in the length of head, 1 to 
1^ diameters from the end of snout, and I5 apart. The greatest 
width of the head equal to its length excluding the snout. Snout 
rather obtuse, upper jaw a little the longer ; width of the gape 
equal to two fifths of the lengl-h of the head ; the cleft extends 
halfway to below the orbit. Upper surface of the head slightly 
roughened, its median longitudini groove rather wide and extending 
to the base of the occipital process, which last is narrow and three 
or four times as long as wide at its base, and with a shallow groove 
along its last half or two thirds ; no interspace between its pos- 
terior extremity and the basal bone of the dorsal fin. Barbels 
— the nasal nearly or quite as long as the head, the maxillary ex- 
tending to beyond the base of the caudal fin, the external mandi- 
bular almost to the base of the ventral, while the internal are as 
long as the head. Teeth — on the palate in an uninterrupted cres- 
centic band. Fins — dorsal spine eak, entire, and nearly or quite 
as long as the head excluding the snout, the fin is rather higher 
than the body and pointed; the adipose dorsal commences just 
behind the rayed one, and the length of its base is three times 
as long. Pectoral spine as long as, but stronger than, the dorsal, 
smooth externally, denticulated internally. Ventral arising just 
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posterior to the vertical from the last dorsal ray. Caudal pointed, 
upper lobe the longer. Colour — leaden superiorly, becoming yel- 
lowish along the abdomen and cheeks. Maxillary barbels, dorsal 
and caudal fins dusky; pectoral, ventral, and anal dull white. 
There is usually a black spot covering the basal bone of the dorsal 
fin. Occasionally there is a bluish band along the lateral line. 

Hah, Irom Sind, throughout India, Assam, and Burma; at- 
taining at least ] 8 inches in length. 

164, (10.) Macrones tengara. 

Pimelodus tengara, Ham, Buck, Fish.Ganges^ pp. 183, 377, and Pime- 
lodus batasius, pi. 23, fig. 60. 

Macrones tengara, Hay, Fish. India, p. 447, pi. ci, fig. 5 (see synon.). 

Kuttahrah, Hind, j Ting-ga-rah, Assam and Piiiij ; Karaal, Punj.j 
Bihuntia, Ooriah. 

B.x. D. 1/7 10. P.1/8. V. 6. A. 11-13(2-3/9-10). 0.19. 

Length of head 4§, of caudal fin 4§, height of body 4^ in the total 
length. Eyes — diameter in the length of the head, | to 1 diameter 
from the end of snout, and 1^ apart. Greatest width ot the head 
equal to its length excluding the snout. ^ Gape of mouth equal to 
two fifths of the length ot the head. Upper jaw slightly the 
longer. Median longitudinal groove extending to the base of the 
occipital process, which latter (as well as the upper surface of the 
head) is corrugated and aboiit thrice as long as it is wide at its 
base, it reaches the basal bone of the dorsal fin. Barbels — the 
nasal are nearly as long as the head, the maxillary reach the base 
of the ventral, the external mandibular the base of the pectoral, 
while the internal are shorter. Teeth — in a narrow uninterrupted 
band across the palate. Fins — dorsal spine as long as the head 
excluding the snout, slightly serrated anteriorly in its upper third, 
and posteriorly in its whole extent ; the length of the base of the 
adipose dorsal one third less than that of the rayed fin, and equal 
to one half the length of the interspace between the tvim fins ; in 
some specimens it is much longer. Pectoral spine nearly as long 
as the head, stronger than that of the dorsal, smooth externally, and 
with about 13 denticulations internally. Ventrals arising on a 
vertical line just behind the last dorsal ray. Caudal forked, upper 
lobe the longer. Colour — brilliant yellow, with a black shoulder- 
spot and about five black longitudinal lines. In some specimens 
the mandibular barbels are wdiite wdth a black streak. 

Hah, Northern India, the Punjab and Assam ; attaining 3 to 4 
inches in length. 


165. (11.) Macrones oculatus. 

Bagrus oculatus, Cm. ^ Val, H, N, Foiss, xiv, p. 424. 

Macrones oculatus, Hay, Fish, India, p, 448, pi. xcviii, fig. 4 (see 
synon.). 

B. X. D. 1/7 I 0. P. 1/6. V. 6. A. 11-13 (3-4/8-9). C. 15. 
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Length of head 5|, of caudal fin 41, height of body 5 in the total 
length. Eyes — diameter 3 to 3| in the length of head, about one 
diameter from end of snout and also apart. Profile from snout to 
dorsal fin rather elevated. Greatest width of the head equal to, 
its length excluding the snout; upper jaw slightly the longer.* 
Summit of the head rough ; median longitudinal groove extending 
nearly to the base of the occipital process, which last is three times 
as long as wide at its base, whilst there is no interspace between 
it and the basal bone of the dorsal fin. Barbels — the nasal half as 
long as the head, the maxillary reach the middle of the anal fin, the 
outer mandibular the middle of the pectoral, whilst the inner are 
rather shorter. Teeth — in an uninterrupted crescentic band across 
the palate. Fins — dorsal spine of moderate strength, as long as 
the head excluding the snout, two or three teeth anteriorly, serrated 
posteriorly ; the length of the base of the adipose dorsal equal to 
that of the rayed fin, but about one fourth less than the interspace 
between the two fins. Pectoral spine stronger than the dorsal, as 
long as the head behind the angle of the mouth, and with about 
ten very strong teeth internally. Caudal deeply forked, the upper 
lobe being the longer. Colour — silvery, lightest beneath, a dark spot 
at the commencement of the base of the dorsal fin, which is also 
black-tipped, a darkish band along the middle of the fin. 

Hah, Malabar coast and the Coimbatore district. This species 
attains 5 or 6 inches in length. 

166. (12.) Macrones vittatus. 

Silurus vittatus, Bloch, Ich. t. 371, fig. 2. 

Macrones vittatus, Day, Fish, India, p. 448, pi. xcviii, fig. 3 & 
pi. xcix, fig. 4 (see synon.). 

Chivana, Marathi; Tenyra, B&ng. ; Kuggur, Hind.; Tam. ; 

Sukiijellah, Tel.; Euntia, Ooriah; Mulker and Fvggur, Sind.; Sin-go- 
rah, Assam ; Nga-sa-ring, Mugh. ; Nga-zin-yine, Burmese. 

B. X. D. 1/7 1 0. P. 1/9. y. 6. A. 9-12 (2-3y7-9). C. 17. 

Length of head 4f to 5, of caudal fin 5|, height of body 5 in the 
total length. Eyes — diameter 4| to 6 in the length of head, 1| to 
2 diameters from end of snout, and 1| to 2 apart. The greatest 
width of the head equal to its length excluding the snout or behind 
the angle of the mouth, and very little more than its height ; in 
some specimens there is a considerable rise to base of the first 
dorsal fin. Upper surface of the head roughened in tubercles 
hardly forming lines, median longitudinal groove reaching to mid- 
way behind the hind edge of the eye and the base of the occipital 
process, which is rough, three times as long as wide at its base, and 
a short (if any) interspace exists between it and the basal bone of 
the dorsal fin ; radiating rough lines on the opercle ; shoulder-bone 
with its triangular portion a little longer than wide at its base, and 
roughened m raised lines. Barbels — the maxillary reach the ven«- 
trals, the nasal the opercle, the external mandibular the first third 
of the pectoral spine, whilst the internal are shorter. Teeth-^in 
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an uninterrupted semilunar band across the palate. Fhis — dorsal 
two thirds as high as the body, its spine halt* as long as the head, 
with two or three teeth anteriorly in the young, while it is finely 
serrated posteriorly; length of the base of the adipose dorsal 
variable, in some specimens it is equal to that of the interspace 
between the two fins, and a little more than the length of the rayed 
fin. Pectoral spine strong, as long as the head excluding the snout, 
denticulated internally with about 16 coarse teeth. Ventral reach- 
ing from half to two thirds of the distance to the base of the anal. 
Upper caudal lobe the longer. Colour -silyery or golden; old 
specimens at Madras have a light bluish band along the middle of 
the side, and a narrow light one above and below it, a dark shoulder- 
sxjot, and sometimes another near the base of the caudal fin. More 
to the eastward, as in Orissa and Bengal, the colours are more vivid, 
usually of a golden hue, with a black shoulder-spot, a narrow black 
band along either side of the lateral line, a lighter parallel one 
below, and two wider ones abo\e. Sometimes these fish appear 
to be dark, with five longitudinal silvery bands. Tips of fins 
usually dark. 

This fish is termed the fiddler” in Mysore; I touched one 
which was on the wet ground, at which it appeared to become very 
irate, erecting its dorsal fin and making a noise resembling the 
buzzing of a bee, evidently a sign of auger. "When I put some 
small carp into an aquarium containing one of these fishes it 
rushed at a small example, seized it by the middle of its buck and 
shook it like a dog killing a rat ; at this time the barbels of the 
Macrones w'ere stifened out laterally like a cat’s whiskers. 

Eah, Throughout Sind, the continent of India, Assam, Burma, 
Siam, also Ceylon ; attaining 7 or 8 inches in length. 

167. (13.) Macrones leucophasis. 

Bagrus leucophasis, J, A. B. xxix, 1860, p. 148. 

Macrones leucophasis, Day, Fish, lyidia, p. 449, pi. c, fig, 2 (see 
synon.). 

F(ja-^et4eh and Nga^nouh-thawa^ Burmese (signifies topsy-turvy,” as 
the iish is believed to swim in that position). Also NgapuUhj or pd4ey 
at Moulmein. 

B. xi. D. 1/7 I 0. P, 1/8-10. V. 6. A. 11-12 (8/8-9). C. 17. 

Length of head 4| to 5, of caudal fin 8^ to 4iJ, height of body 4^ in 
the total length. Eyes — diameter 4 to 5 in the length of the head, 
to 2 diameters from the end of snout, and 1 to 1| apart. The 
greatest width of the head equal to its length behind the nostrils. 
Snout rounded, the upper jaw slightly the longer. Median longi- 
tudinal groove on the head does not quite reach the base of the 
occipital process, w'hich last is twice as long as wdde at its base, 
while between it and the basal bone of the dorsal fin is a pyriform 
bone about twice as long as wide. Upper surface of the head 
rather rugose. BarUh-~ihQ nasal reach to the front edge or the 
middle of the eye, the maxillary to the anal fin, the external man- 
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dibular to the middle of the pectoral, and the internal to the gill- 
openings. Teeth — in an uninterrupted crescentic band across the 
palate. Fim — dorsal spine moderately strong, as long as the head 
posterior to the nostrils or angle of the mouth, finely serrated 
posteriorly in the upper fourth ; the adipose fin commences just 
behind the first dorsal, and -the length of the base is from twice 
to two and a half times that of the base of the first dorsal. Pectoral 
spine much stronger than that of the dorsal, a little shorter, and 
denticulated internally. Caudal deeply forked, the lobes having 
filamentous prolongations. Air-hladder — ^large. Golour — when 
alive the lower surface is olive-green or yellow and the head white, 
but after death it becomes purplish black over the body and fins ; 
some white dots exist on the body. 

Eah, Eivers of Burma j attaining a foot or more in length. 

168. (14.) Macrones montanus. 

Bagrus montanus, Jerdon, Mad. Jour. L. Sc. xv, 1849, p. S37. 

Macrones montanus, Day, Fish, hidia, p. 449, pi. ci, fig. 4. 

B. X. D. 1/7 I 0. P. 1/6. Y. 6. A. 12 (3/9). C. 19. 

Length of head 5, of caudal fin 5, height of body 6 in the total 
length. diameter 3^ to 4 in the length of the head, rather 

above 1 diameter from the end of snout, and 1-J- apart. A very 
slight rise in the profile from snout to base ot* first dorsal fin. 
Greatest width of the head equal to its length behind the angle of 
the mouth. Upper jaw slightly the longer; the width of the 
mouth equal to two fifths of the length of the head. Upper surface 
of the head roughened in granulated lines which extend on to the 
occipital process. Median longitudinal groove extending to mid- 
way between the eye and the base of the occipital process, which 
is narrow, about four times as long as wide at its base, and reach- 
ing the basal bone of the dorsal fin; opercle with roughened 
radiating lines ; shoulder-bone rather longer than deep at its base 
and with roughened lines. Barbels — ^the nasal extend to rather 
behind the hinder edge of the eye, the maxillary to the anal fin, 
the external mandibular to the end of the pectoral, the internal 
are shorter. Teeth — in an uninterrupted crescentic band across 
the palate. Fins — dorsal nearly as high as the body, its spine 
rather weak, half as long as the head and posteriorly serrated ; 
length of base of adipose dorsal one third more than that of rayed 
fin, which equals that of the interspace. Pectoral spine strong, as 
long as the head excluding the snout, and with about 16 strong 
denticulations internally. Ventral does not reach anal; upper 
caudal lobe the longer. Colour — silvery superiorly, with a tinge 
of yellow on the under surface of the head and along the abdomen, 
a bluish shoulder-spot, and a silvery line along the side ending in 
a dark spot at the base of the caudal fin, one or two light bands 
along the side above the lateral line ; fins tinged with green. 

Hah. Wynaad range of hills and Manantoddy. 
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169. (15.) Macrones keletius. 

Bagrus keletius, Cuv. ^ VaL H. N, Foiss, xiv, p. 411. ^ ^ 

Macrones keletius, Fish, India, p. 449, pi. xcviii, fig. 5 (see 
synon.). 

Tmgali, Marathi. 

B. X. D. 1/7 I 0. P. 1/10. V. 6. A. 9-10 (2-3/7-8). C. 17. 

Length o£ head 4|, of caudal fin 5 to 5|, height of body 6 to 
in the total length. Eyes — diameter 4^ in the length of the head, 
1 1 diameters from the end of snout, and 2 apart. The greatest 
width of the head equal to its length excluding the snout. Upper 
jaw slightly the longer. The upper surface of the head roughened 
in closely set tubercular lines continued on to the occipital process, 
operqle likewise striated with similar lines. Median longitudinal 
groove rather constricted in its centre, it reaches to opposite the 
hind border of the preopercle. Occipital process narrow, three 
times as long as wide at its base, and not quite reaching the basal 
bone. Barbels — the nasal reach the opercle, the maxillary the 
middle of the anal fin, the external mandibular the end of the 
pectqral spine, while the internal are shorter. Humeral process 
rather short and pointed. Teeth — ^in an uninterrupted crescentic 
band across the palate. Fins — dorsal as high as body, its spine 
with two or three teeth anteriorly near its summit and serrated 
posteriorly, it equals three sevenths of the length of the head ; 
length of the base of the adipose dorsal equal to that of the rayed 
fin or of the interspace between the two. Pectoral reaching two 
thirds of the w^ay to the ventral ; pectoral spine stronger than that 
of the dorsal, and equal to the length of the head excluding the 
snout. The ventral does not reach the anal. Upper caudal lobe 
the longer. A well-marked pre-anal papilla. Colour — silvery 
along the back, becoming dull white beneath. A dark shoulder- 
spot, a light band along the lateral line, and a silvery one above 
and another below it ; dorsal and caudal black-tipped, anterior half 
of anal dark. 

Hah. Madras to Pondicherry and inland to Coimbatore, also 
Ceylon ; attaining about 4 inches in length. Jordon observed that 
this species is also found in Mysore. 

170. (16.) Macrones malabaricus. 

Bagrus umlaharicus, J&'don, Mad, Jour. X. Bq, xv, 1840, p. 338. 

Macrones malabaricus, Hay, Fush, Ifidia, p. 450, pi. ci, fig. 2 (see 
synon.). 

B. X. D. 1/7 I 0. P. 1/9. V. 6. A. 10-11 (2-3/8). C. 18. 

Length of head 4| in a "Wynaad specimen to 5^, of pectoral 6 
to 7, of caudal fin 5 to 6, height of body 6 to 7 in the total length. 
Eyes — diameter 4 to 4| in the length of head, 1| diameters 
from the end of snout, and 1| apart, Scarcely any rise in the 
dorsal profile from the snout tp the base of the dorsal fin. 
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Greatest width of the head equal to its length behind the angle of 
the mouth. Upper surface of the head nearly smooth. Median 
longitudinal groove extending to midway between hind edge of 
the eye and the base of the occipital process, which last is about 
twice as long as wide, whilst there exists a considerable interspace 
between it and the basal bone of the dorsal fin. The triangular 
portion of the shoulder-bone curves rather upwards, and is one 
fourth longer than deep at its base. Barbels — the nasal reach to 
a little behind the orbit, the maxillary to the middle or end of the 
ventral fin, the external mandibular to the end of the pectoral, 
while the internal are a little shorter. Teeth — ^in an uninterrupted 
crescentic band across the palate. Fins — dorsal nearly as high as 
the body ; the spine weak, finely serrated or almost entire pos- 
teriorly, with one denticulation anteriorly near the summit, the 
lengijh of the spine equal to that of the postorbital portion of the 
head ; length of base of adipose dorsal one third more than that of 
the rayed fin, or of the interspace between the two fins. Pectoral 
spine strong and equal to the length of the head excluding the 
snout, internally with about eight or ten strong denticulations, 
roughened externally. Upper caudal lobe the longer. Colour — 
deep leaden, usually with a dark blotch on the shoulder surrounded 
by a lighter edge, another at the base of the caudal fin ; a dark 
band along the lateral line ; abdomen of a dull white. Fins with 
minute dark spots, making the upper portion of the dorsal and 
the lower third of the anal blackish. 

Ifab, Malabar coast of India and the Wynaad ; attaining up- 
wards of 6 inches in length. 

171. (17.) Macrones armatus, 

Hypselohagrus armatus, P. Z, JS. 1865, p. 289. 

Macrones armatus, Msh, India, p, 450, pi. ci, fig. 3, 

Ouaree, Mai. 

B.x. D. l/7!0. P.1/9. V. 6. A. 11(3/8). 0.17. 

Length of head 5|, of caudal fin 5§, height of body in the total 
length. — diameter 5 in the length of the head, from end 
of snout, and 2 apart. A considerable rise from the snout to the 
base of the dorsal fin. The greatest width of the head equals its 
height or its length excluding the snout. Upper surface of the 
head roughened, the median longitudinal groove almost reaching 
the base of the occipital process, which last is about three times as 
long as wide, and reaches the basal bone of the dorsal fin ; shoulder- 
bone roughened in lines and half longer than deep at its base. 
Barbels — the nasal nearly reach the opercle, the maxillary the end 
of ventral fin, the outer mandibular the end of pectoral spine, 
while the internal are shorter. Teeth — in an uninterrupted cre- 
scentic band across the palate. Fins — dorsal as high as the body 
below it, its spine very finely serrated posteriorly, or entire, and 
four ninths of the length of the head ; length of base of adipose 
dorsal exceeding that of the rayed fin, or of the interspace betv een 

M 
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the two. Pectoral spine strong, as long as the head excluding the 
snout, and having from ten to fourteen strong denticulations in- 
ternally. Upp©r caudal lobe the longer. An anal papilla before 
the fin. Colour — leaden or brown superiorly, lighter beneath, 
with or without a brown band along the side, and a dark blotch at 
the base of the caudal fin. Upper half of dorsal fin darkish, and a 
dark band along the anal. 

Hcib, Malabar and the "W^ynaad range of hills. 

172 . ( 18 .) Macrones bleekeri. 

Bagriis keletius, Bleeler^ Batav. Genootsch. Verliand. xxv, Ich, Beng. 
p. 115 {not Cuv, Val,), 

Macrones bleekeri, Bay, Fish. India, p. 451, pi. ci, fig. 1 (see syiioii.). 
B. X. D. 1/7 1 0. P. 1/9-10. V. 6. A. 9-10 (3/6-7). C. 17. 

Length of head 5^ to 5§, of caudal fin 5|, height of body 5 in 
the total length. Eyes — diameter 4| in length of head, nearly 2 
diameters from end of snout, and 1| apart. The greatest width 
of the bead equals its length behind the hind nostril. Snout some- 
what obtuse. Width of the gape of the mouth nearly equals 
half the length of the head. Upper surface of head, opercles, 
occipital bone, and humeral process granulated. Median longi- 
tudinal groove on the head shallow, and reaching to the base of 
the occipital process, which is twice as long as broad at its base, 
and reaches the basal bone of tlie dorsal fin. Occipital process 
not grooved, but with ridged lines. Barbels — nasal reaching the 
hind edge of the eye, maxillaiw the anal fin, external mandibular 
the base of the pectoral, internal a little shorter. Teeth — on the 
palate in an uninterrupted semilunar band. Fins — dorsal fin 
rounded, not so high as the body, the spine smooth and equal to 
half the length of the head (in Sind specimens the spine is slightly 
serrated posteriorly, and I once saw a specimen that had eight 
branched dorsal rays) ; adipose dorsal commencing just behind the 
rayed fin, and having its base twice the length of the head. Pec- 
toral spine stronger than that of the dorsal, and as long as the 
head excluding the snout ; denticulated internally. Caudal with 
pointed lobes, the upper being the longer. Colour — brownish- 
grey, with two light longitudinal bands, one above the other, below 
the lateral line ; some specimens have a dark shoulder-spot and a 
dark band along the middle of the anal fin. The fins are mostly 
darkest at their edges. In a specimen from Burma there is a dark 
spot at the end of the lateral line and light longitudinal body-bands. 

Hah, Sind, Jumna, upper waters of the Ganges, and Burma, 
not attaining to a large size. It descends the rivers as low as 
Bengal. 

20. Genus LIOCASSIS, Bleeker. 

Syn. Bama, Bleeker; Maoj^ones, pi,, Gunther. 

Branchiostegals six. Gill-openings very wide, the membrane 
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not being confluent with the skin of the isthmus, and notched as 
far as the chin. Mouth of moderate size, anterior, the upper jaw 
the longer. J^ostrils distant one from the other. Barbels con- 
sisting of a short maxillary pair, and either two pairs or none on 
the mandible. Teeth villiform in both jaws, and in an uninter- 
rupted band across the palate. One spine and six rays in the first 
dorsal ; adipose fin present, it and the anal of moderate length. 
Ventral with six rays, situated behind the base of the dorsal; 
caudal forked. Air-bladder not enclosed in bone. 

Geographical Listrihuiion. Eastern Bengal, Assam and Burma, 
to the Malay Archipelago. 


Synopsis of Indian Species, 

A. 16. A dark shoulder-mark. Body with short 

vertical dark marks. 3 pairs of barbels. ... 1. L, rama^ p. 163. 

A. 11, Two black blotches on the lateral line. A 

pair of maxillary barbels only 2, L,flumatilis, p, 164. 

173. (1.) Liocassis rama. (Fig. 65.) 

Pimelodus rama, Ham. Buck. Fish. Ganges, pp. 176, 377, pi. 3, 
fig. 55. 

Leiocassis rama, Day, Fish. India, p. 451, pi. cxv, fig. 2 (see synon.). 

B. vi. E. 1/6 1 0. P. 1/9. V. 6. A. 16 (3/13). C. 18. 
Length of head 4 to 4J, of caudal fin 4|, height of body 4| to 5 
in the total length. Eyes — subcutaneous, diameter 3 to 3| in the 
length of the head, 1 diameter from the end of the snout, and also 
apart. The greatest width of the head equal to its length excluding 
the snout. There is a considerable rise in the dorsal profile to the 
base of the rayed fin. Upper jaw the longer. Upper surface of 



Fig. 65 . — Liocassis rania. 


the head covered with skin ; a rather wide median longitudinal 
groove extends up the first third of the occipital process, which 
is twice as long as Mide at its base, and a distinct oval interneural 
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shield exists between the process and the basal bone of the dorsa 
fin. Scapular process well developed; bumero-cubital process 
rather longer than high at its base. Barlels — a short maxiUary 
pair, two pairs behind the symphysis of the lower jaw. Teeth — in 
an uninterrupted, semicircular villiform baud across the palate. 
Colour — dull yellow, with short, vertical, brown marks and a dark 
shoulder-spot. 

Ifah. Eastern Bengal and Assam. This fish appears not to 
exceed 2 or 3 inches in length. The figure is twice the natural 
size. 


174, (2.) Liocassis fluviatilis. 

Liocassis fiuviatilis, Dciy^ Fishes of India j Supplement , 1888, p. 805. 

^ B. vi. D, 1/7 i 0. P. 1/7. V. 6. A. 11. 0. 18. 

Length of head 4|, of caudal fin height of body 5 in the 
total length. Eyes — rather small, high up and in the anterior half 
of the head. The greatest width of the head equal to two thirds 
of its length. There is a moderate rise from the snout to the base 
of the dorsal fin. Upper jaw the longer ; upper surface of head 
smooth. Barbels — a maxillary pair reaching to the posterior edge 
of the orbit, no others were detected. Teeth — in an uninterrupted 
villiform band across the palate. Fim — dox’sal spine smooth and 
nearly as long as the fourth ray, which is four fifths as high as the 
body below it. Adipose dorsal rather long, commencing a short 
distance behind the base of the rayed fin. Pectoral spine denticu- 
latecl internally. Colour — ^yellowish horny, with darker shades of 
olive-brown on the snout and along the back, also some cloudy 
markings. A large black blotch on the lateral line above the anal 
fin, another between the pectoral and first dorsal. Tip of dorsal 
and ends of both caudal lobes black. 

Hah. Col. Tickell obtained four examples, the largest inches 
long, from the Anin, a stream rising near Weywoon, Wagroo, in 
the Tenasserim Provinces. 


21. Genus BITA, Bleeker. 


Syn. Oogi'ius^ Day. 

Branchiostegals eight. Gill-openings with a free posterior edge 
and not confluent with the skin of the isthmus. Mouth transverse, 
upper jaw the longer ; nostrils on either side subcontiguous, but 
the pair on one side widely separated from that on the other. 
Eyes subcutaneous, without free circular margins. Barbels six, a 
minute pair at the posterior nostrils, a maxillary and a mandibular 
pair. Teeth villiform in both jaws or mixed with molariform ones 
in the mandibles, molariform on the palate. One strong spine and 
six rays in first dorsal fin, the adipose and the anal of moderate 
length. Ventral posterior to the base of the dorsal, and having 
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seyen or eight rays ; caudal forked. Air-bladder not enclosed in 
bone, with or without a posterior prolongation. The ova are much 
larger than in Mac7vne$, but very much smaller than in Artus and 
its allies. A strong cubito-humeral process protects the pectoral 
spine when it is flexed along the side of the body. 

Geogra^Jiical Distrihutmi, Large rivers of Sind, India (except 
its southern portions), and Burma far above Mandalay. 

Uses, Eood for the lower classes. These fishes retain life long 
after their removal from water, and can be conveyed fresh for long 
distances. 


Synojpsis of Indian Sjpedes. 

A. Some of the posterior teeth in the lower 

jaw molarimrm. 

Eye 8 to 10 diameters in length of head. 

Patches of teeth in palate wide apart. 

Dorsal spine in the adult as long as 

the head or longer, entire anteriorly . . 1. J2. huchanam, p. 165. 

Eye 5| to 6 diameters in length of head. 

Patches of teeth in palate close to- 
gether. Dorsal spine as long as head 

excluding the snout, entire anteriorly 2. JR. pavmentata, p. 167. 
Eye 4 diameters in the length of head. 

Patches of teeth in palate close to- 
gether in their front halves. Dorsal 
spine longer than the head, coarsely 
serrated anteriorly in its whole extent 3, R. chrysea, p. 167. 

B. Teeth in lower jaw villifbrm or cardi- 

form. 

Eye 4 J to 5 diameters in length of head. 

Patches of teeth in palate wide apart. 

Dorsal spine as long as the head or 
longer, sen’ated anteriorly in its lower 
third 4. R. hastata, p. 168. 


175. (1.) Rita buchanani. (Eig. 66.) 

Pimelodns rita, JSam. Ruck. Fish, Ganges^ pp. 165, 376 pi. xxiv, fig. 53. 

Rita buchanani, Bleeker^ Bafav. Gmootsch, Verhand. xxv, loh. Be^tg. 
p 123, t. 3, fig. 1 ; Bayf Fish. India, p. 454, pi. ciii, fig. 1 (semi- 
adult), fig, 2 (immature), and pi. civ, fig. 2 (young) (see synon.). 

Nga-htway, Burmese. 

B.viii. D.l/6|0. P.1/10, V.8. A. 12-13 (4-5/9). 0.19. 

Length of head 4 to 4^, of caudal flu 5, height of body 5^ to 6 
in the total length. Eyes — diameter 8 to 10 in the length of head, 
3 diameters from the end of snout and 4^ apart. The greatest 
width of the head equal to its length behind the nostrils, whilst 
its height is a little less. Upper surface of the head covered with 
skin except a strip anterior to the base of the occipital process, 
that bone, the scapular and cubito-humeral processes granulated ; 
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the occipital process nearly as long as wide at its base, notched 
antei'iorly to receive the basal bone of the dorsal fin, which is nearly 
as long as the occipital process. Upper jaw the longer ; width of 
the mouth nearly equal to half the length of the head. Cubito- 
huraeral process more pointed in young than in adult specimens 
and about three fourths the length of the head. Barbels — the nasal 
short ; the maxillary nearly reaching the end of the head, and the 
mandibular almost as far. Teeth — villiforni in the upper jaw, also 
in the anterior portion of the mandible, and in an outer row along 
either ramus, while internally are two or three rows of rounded 
teeth, the posterior of which are the largest ; two elliptical patches 
of rounded teeth on the palate, which are wide asunder along the 
median line but coalesce anteriorly. Fins — dorsal spine very 
strong, and slightly serrated posteriorly in its upper portion ; its 
length vai'ies, being shortest in the immature, it is generally as 
long as the head (except in the young) or even one third longer in 
adults, especially in those from the Indus ; base of adipose fin 
half or two thirds that of the rayed fin, or of the interspace between 
the two fins. Pectoral spine (except in the very young) somewhat 
shorter than that of the dor^ and denticulated on both edges. 
Ventrals arising just behind the vertical from the last dorsal ray* 



Anal one half higher thm its base is long. Colour— green, 
lightest below, and the hind edge of the dorsal sometimes blackish. 
Air-bladder ^with a thick outer covering, and of an almost quad- 
rangular form, whilst posteriorly it is continued into two horn-like 
prolongations nearly as long as the abdominal cavity, the right one 
generally passing over to the left side and curving across the com- 
mencement of its fellow, whereas the left one passes backwards, 
and IS then as a rule recurved on itself. On the inferior wall 
being removed a longitudinal median partition is seen in the 
posterior half, dividing it into two lateral chambers which anteriorly 
communicate together, while posteriorly they are continued down 
the two horn-like processes. 

iTaJ. Indus and affluent rivers, Jumna and Ganges, also the 
Irrawaddy; attaining at least 4 feet in length. This fish is 
esteemed as food by the natives, but is a very foul feeder. 
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176. (2.) Rita pavimentata. 

Arius pavimenlatu^*, Val. Jaeqiiemo^itj Voy, Ind., Atlas, 2: Foiss. 
pi. 

Rita pavimentata; Fay, Fish, India, p. 455, pi, ciii, fig. 3 (see s}Tion.). 

JBanki yeddu, Tel. ,• Filah-goTaindu, Hind, j Gliogra, Marathi. 

B viii. D. 1/6 [ 0. P. 1/10. V. 8. A. 12-13 (4/8-9). 0. 17. 

Length of head 3| to 4, of caudal fin 6^, height of body 6 in the 
total length. Eyes — covered by skin which, however, forms a rather 
free margin along their lower edges ; diameter 5| to 6 in the length 
of head, 2 to 2| diameters from the end of snout and 2J apart. 
Greatest width of the head equal to its length behind the angle of 
the mouth. Upper jaw the longer, the width of the mouth equal 
to three tenths of the length of the head. Upper surface of the 
head and occipital process smooth, covered by skin. Occipital 
process rather more than twice as long as wide at its base, it is 
notched anteriorly to receive the V-shaped basal bone. “ Scapular 
process short, the cubito-humeral one pointed, as long as the head 
behind the middle of the eyes, or even a little longer, and rough- 
ened in lines. Barbels — the maxillary do not quite reach the poste- 
rior end of the head, the mandibular pair extend a little further ; the 
nasal are very short. Teeth — ^in villiform or cardiform rows in both 
jaws ; the posterior rows in the lower jaw, commencing behind the 
symphysis, with rounded crowns, their size augmenting laterally. 
Those ill the palate in two semi-elliptical patches of rounded ones, 
which are almost continuous along the median line, the posterior 
being much the largest. Fins — dorsal spine of moderate strength, as 
long as the head excluding the snout, and finely serrated posteriorly 
in almost its entire extent ; length of the base of the adipose three 
fourths of that of the rayed fin and nearly equal to the extent of the 
interspace between the two fins . Pectoral spine stronger and a little 
longer than that of the dorsal, denticulated on both edges, not 
reaching so far as the ventral fin. Anal rays appear to be sometimes 
deficient in number. Gohur — of a duU yellowish colour, with dark 
or even black fins. 

A drawing and description of this species exists amongst 
Sir W. EllioPs collection ; the locality is not given, but w^as probably 
the Kistna ; the fish is termed “ Qhogra^ 

Hab, Prom Poona and the rivers in the Deccan and affluents of 
the Kistna. 


177. (3.) Rita chrysea. 

Rita chrysea, Day, Fish, India, p. 465, pi. civ, fig. 1. 

B. viii. D. 1/6 1 0. P. 1/9. V. 8. A. 12 (2/10). C. 18. 

Length of head 4|, of caudal fin 4^, height of body 6 in the total 
length. Eyes — covered by the skin, which, however, is a little 
reflected along its lower edge, diameter 4 in the length of the head, 
1| diameters from the end of snout, and 1 apart. The greatest 
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width of the head equals its length excluding the snout, its height 
is slightly less. Upper jaw the longer, the width of the mouth 
equals four thirteenths of the length of the head. Upper surface 
of the head mesially and posteriorly, also the occipital and scapular 
processes, rough. Occipital process as wide at its base as it is lojig, 
notched anteriorly to receive the basal bone. Oubito-humeral 
process as long as the head excluding the snout. Barbels — nasal 
short, the maxillary reach the base of the pectoral fin, the man- 
dibular slightly shorter. Teeth — villifonn in both jaws, and two or 
three of the inner rows in the mandibles with globular crowns ; 
two patches of globular-headed teeth on the palate converge an- 
teriorly so as to touch one another in their front half. Fins — 
dorsal spine strong, reaching to about the middle of the adipose fin 
and nearly one half longer than the head, coarsely serrated an- 
teriorly in its whole extent, and very finely serrated posteriorly. 
Pectoral spine rather longer than tho head, and denticulated on 
both sides. Caudal deeply forked<, Colour — ^yellowish, the ends 
of the fins stained greyish. 

Hah, Orissa, where a single specimen was captured. 


178. (4:,) Eitahastata. 

Arius hastatus, Val Jacqxiemontj Voy, Ind.^ Atlas, Pom, pi. 18, fig. 2. 

Eita hastata, JDay, Fish. India, p. 456, pL ciii, fig. 4 (see synon ). 

Kurdti, Mar^ithi ; 3fussayah?d, Ooriah. 

B.viii. D.l/6|0. P.1/10, V.7-8. A. 13-14(5/8-9). 0.17. 

Length of head 4| to 4|, of caudal fin 5 to 6, height of body 6 in 
the total length. Byes — covered with skin, pupil oval, diameter 4| 
to 5 in the length of head, 1| diameters from the end of snout, 
and 1 apart. Greatest width of the head equal to its length 
behind the angle of the mouth ; upper jaw the longer ; the width 
of the mouth three eighths of the length of the head. Upper sur- 
face of the head (except just anterior to the occipital process) 
covered with skin, the portion in front of the occipital process and 
the process itself with roughened lines, the latter half longer than 
wide at its base, anteriorly emarginate to receive the basal bone of 
the dorsal fin. Scapular process rough but not elongated. Cubito- 
huiTieral process as long as the head, sharply pointed posteriorly, 
and rugose in lines. Barheh — ^the maxillary reaching the base of 
the pectoral fin, the mandibular to below the hind edge of the eye ; 
the nasal short. Teeth — in villiform or cardiform rows in both 
jaws : in two elliptical patches on the palate, converging anteriorly, 
and widely asunder along the median line, they consist of pointed 
ones anteriorly and more granular ones behind, dorsal 

spine of moderate strength, as long as, or even longer than, the 
head,^ finely serrated posteriorly in its upper portion, and also 
anteriorly along its lower third ; length of the base of the adipose 
dorsal two thirds of that of the rayed fin ; pectoral spine stronger 
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and a little longer than that of the dorsal, denticulated on both 
edges ; caudal forked. Colour — ^brownish along the back, silvery 
on the sides. 

Hah. Deccan, Poona, Tungabhadra and Kistna rivers. 


22. G-enus AEIUS, Cuvier and Valenciennes. 

Syn. SciadeSj sp., and Ariodes, Miill. & Trosch. ; Hemneinatiehthj/s, 
Guiritingay Hemiarius, Cephalocassis, Netama, and Fseudarivsy Bleeker. 

Branchiostegals from five to six. Gill-membranes not confluent 
with the skin of the isthmus, and scarcely or not notched. Head 
osseous superiorly, or covered with very thin skin. Eyes with free 
orbital margins. Houth anterior ; upper jaw generally the longer. 
Anterior and posterior nostrils placed close together, the latter 
being provided with a valve. Barbels six — one maxillary, and two 
mandibular pairs. Teeth in the jaws villiform ; there are nearly 
always palatine, and sometimes vomerine teeth, these may be villi- 
form or granular. Pirst dorsal with one spine and seven rays ; 
the adipose of moderate length or short ; pectoral spine strong and 
serrated ; ventral fin with six rays, situated behind the vertical 
from the posterior margin of the rayed dorsal fin ; caudal forked 
or emarginate. An axillary pore. Air-bladder not enclosed in 
bone. 

Considerable stress has been laid in this genus upon the charac- 
ter of the teeth, and whether they are villiform or granular forms 
a good method of division. Further subdivisions, dependent upon 
the groups being continuous or not, appear unadvisable, because 
in some species the size of the patches of palatine teeth increases 
with age, thus altering their original conformation, and causing 
one patch to impinge on its neighbour. 

There is likewise another question regarding the palatine teeth 
in these fishes ,• in Arius jatius there are usually two small patches 
of palatine teeth widely separated along the median line, but in 
some specimens they are entirely absent as was stated by Hamilton 
Buchanan, but subsequently denied by others. Consequently the 
genus HemipimeloduSy Bleeker, has representatives in India, but 
they are abnormal specimens in which either the palatine teeth 
were absent from birth, or else have become lost through age. Such 
species would appear to be amongst those having globular teeth. 

The air-bladder is not enclosed in bone, is large, heart-shaped, 
and internally subdivided into five chambers, v^hich communicate 
together anteriorly : the front one, which is the largest, occupies the 
anterior portion ; behind this a median septum divides the bladder 
down the centre, and lateral partitions subdivide the posterior 
chambers into four. (See A. gagorcty p. 185.) 

The breeding of these fishes is peculiar and deserves attention. 
The eggs of Arius are large, averaging about 0*5 ta 0*6 of an inch 
in diameter, and I have found many males of the genus, and also 
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of Oateoc/enlosus, with from 15 to 20 eggs in their mouths. Some 
of these eggs were in an early stage of development, others nearly 
ready to be hatched ; while in the mouth of one specimen was a 
hatched fry having the yolk-bag still adherent. The eggs filled the 
cavity of the mouth and extended far back to the branchiae. 

In the female organs of generation the eggs seemed to curne to 
maturity in batches of perhaps 50 at a time. On examining the 
conformation of the ventral fins, those of the females appeared to 
be larger than those of the males ; the rays were thickened by a 
deposit of fat, whilst the innermost one had a large pad attached 
to its posterior edge. These fins can be expanded into a cup-like 
surface, the use of which may be to receive the eggs as extruded, 
which may be vivified there by the male. 

Whether the male carries about these eggs in his mouth until 
hatched or only removes them when daiiger is imminent from some 
spot where he is guarding them is questionable, but in none of the 
specimens which I examined did I fi.nd a trace of food in the 
intestines of the males which had been engaged in this interesting 
occupation. 

This has been observed likewise elsewhere by Mr. Boake in 
Ceylon, and Dr. Hensel has recorded the same of a Brazil species, 
A, commersonii ; Dr. Gunther of Ai'iits Jissus from Cayenne ; and 
the same facts have been remarked in other Siluroid fishes. 

Geographical Dishnhution, Seas and estuaries of tropical regions, 
ascending to within tidal influence or even entering fresh waters. 
Arim appears to be almost as unknown in the Bed Sea as the 
Scicenidm, and probably from the same cause. 

ITm. As food of an inferior quality- On the western coast of 
India species of this’ genus are largely salted and a considei'able 
amount of coarse isinglass is procured for export to China by 
drying their air-bladders. 


Synopsis of Indian Species. 

A. Villiform teeth on the palate. 

A. 19-22. Head to in total length. 

Eye 7 to 8J in length of head. Mouth 
spatulate. One patch of teeth not as 

large as eye on either side of palate 1. A. hm'inaniaus, p. 173. 

A. 19. Head 4J- in total. Eye 6 in length 
of head. Maxillary barbels reach last 
third of pectoral fin. Two biangular 
patches of teeth approximating superi- 
orly. Dorsal spine as long as head. 

Dull yellow, fins blackish 2. A. nenya^ p. 173. 

A. 19. Head 4J to 4| in total. Eye 6 to 
9 in length of head. Maxillary barbels 
reach middle of pectoral fin. Two some- 
what triangular patches of teeth, approxi- 
mating anteriorly. Dorsal spine about 
as long as head 3.-4. cmlatus, p. 174. 
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A. 19, Head 3J in total. E3'e 7 in length 
of head. Snout much produced. Max- 
illary barbels reach hind edge of eye. 

Teeth in two obliquely ovaite, diverging , 
patches. Dorsal spine half as long as 

head 4. A. aciitirostris^ p. 175. 

A. 18-19. Head to 4J in total. Eye 
5 in length of head. Maxillary barbels 
reach end of head. Palatine teeth in 
two triangular patches diyerging poste- 
riorly. Dorsal spine not so long as head 5. A. swnatmnusj p. 17(1. 

A. 18-19. Head in total.. . Eye ,4J in, 
length of head. Maxillary barbels reach 
base of pectoral fin. Teeth on palate in 
triangular patches as large as the eye, as 
broad as long. Dorsal spine as long as 

the head behind the angle of the m>uth. 6. A. venosus, p. 176 . 

A. 19. Head 4| in total. Eye 5|in length 
of head. Maxillary barbels reach the 
end of the pectoral iui. Palatine teeth in 
two pear-shaped patches, the small ends 
forwards and converging, widely diverg- 
ing posteriorly. Dorsal spine nearly as 

long as the head 7. A. ^armj^innis, p. 177. 

A. 17-20. Head to 4 in total. Eye 5 
to 6 in length of head, and 2J to 3 dia- 
meters from end of snout. Maxillary 
barbels do not quite reach the eye. Teeth 
on the palate in a patch on either side 
not longer than the eye, and wide asunder. 

Dorsal spine rather above half as long 

as head 8, A, p. 178. 

A, 17-19, Head,4i to 4| in totaL , Eye 
to 7 m length of head. Head very 
broad ; basal bone of dorsal fin large and 
butterfly-shaped. Maxillary barbels reach 
middle or end of pectoral spine. Teeth 
in two confluent patches on either side 
meeting anteriorly. Dorsal spine as long 
as the head excluding the snout 9. A. p. 178. 

A. 17. Head 4 in. total. Eye 7 to 9 in 
length of head. Maxillary barbels reach 
end of head. Palatine teeth on either 
side in a large triangular patch, emargi- 
nate posteriori}’’, and anteriorly conjoined 
by a small vomerine patch. Dorsal spine 
as long as head excludmg snout 10. A. sona^ p. 179. 

A. 16. Head 5^ in total. Eye 4J in 
length of head. Maxillary barbels reach 
middle of pectoral fin. Teeth on vomer 
and palatines in three patches on either 
side converging in median line anteriorly. 

Dorsal spine as long as head behind 

middle of ey’es 11. A. sermius, p. 180: 

A. 16-17. Head 4^ to o in total. Eye 5 
in length of head. Maxillary barbels 
reach case of pectoral fin. Teeth on 
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vomer and palatines in three patches on 
either side j oining anteriorly in the median 
line. Dorsal spine nearly or q[uite as 

long as the head * 12, A, thalassinus, p. 181, 

B. Globular teeth on the palate. 

A. 22. Head 4f in total. Eye 7 to 8 1 in 
length of head. Maxillary barbels reach 
first third of pectoral spine. Teeth on 
palate in two oval patches placed far 
back. Dorsal spine as long as head be- 
hind angle of mouth ................ 13. -4. huchanani^ p. 181. 

A. 18-20. Head 4 to 6 in total. Eye 
to 6 in length of head. Maxillary barbels 
reach end of head. Teeth on palate in 
two semi-triangular patches, parallel 
along median line. Dorsal spine as long 

as head excluding snout 14. A. fahariiis, p. 182. 

A. 20. Head 4^ in total. Eye 6^ in length 
of head. Gape of mouth two fifths of 
length of head. Maxillary barbels as long 
as head. Teeth on palate in two oval 
patches well forwards and slightly con- 
vergent anteriorly. Dorsal spine as long 

as head behind angle of mouth 15. .4. malabai icusj p. 183. 

A. 19. Head 4 in total. Eye 7 in length 
of head. Width of gape of mouth four 
sevenths of length of head. Maxillair 
barbels reach just beyondbase of pectoral. 

Teeth on palate in a pyriform band, 
placed well forw^ard, slightly converging 
anteriorly. Dorsal spine as long as head 

excluding snout , 16, A. plafijstomusj p. 183. 

A. 19. Eyes small, in front half of head . 17. A, 9tella, p. 184. 

A. 18-19. Head 4 to in total. Eye 6^ 
to 6 in length of head. Maxillary barbels 
reach middle of pectoral spine. Teeth 
on palate in a pyriform band, placed well 
forwards, and widely divergent poste- 
riorly. Dorsal spine as long as head [p. 184. 

ehind nostrils 18. A. niaeronotacanthus, 

A. 18. Head 4 to 4^ in total. Eye 7 to 8 
in len gth of head. M axillary barbels not 
j^uite so long as head. Teeth on palate 
in a large semi-ovate patch on either side. 

Dorsal spine as long as the post-orbital 

portion of the head 19. A. gagora^ p. 185. 

A. 18. Head 4^ in total length. Eye 4| 
to 5 in length of head . Maxillary barbek 
shorter than head. Teeth in a small 
ovate patch posteriorly on either aide or 
else absent. Dorsal spine as long as head 
excluding snout 20. A. jatim, p. 186. 

A. 1 8. Head 3| in total. Eye 7 in length 
of head. Maxillary barbels as long as 
head. Teeth on palate absent (? two 

pear-shaped globular patches normally) . 21. A. t&nuuinnis^ p. 187. 



SILTTBIBiE. 


173 


A. 17-18, Head 4f in total. Eye 6 in 
length of head. Maxillary barbels nearly 
as long as head. Teeth on palate in two 
convex, oblong ovate patches, rather 
convergent behind. Dorsal spine as long 
as head excluding snout 22. A.Jella, p. 187 

A. 14-16. Head 4 to 4J in total. Eye 6^ 
in length of head. Maxillary barbels 
rather longer than bead. Teeth on 
p^ate in two patches on each side. 

Dorsal spine as long as head excluding 

snout 23. -4. dmsumierif p. 188. 

179. (1.) Arius burmanicus. 

Alius burmanicus, Day^ P, Z, JS, 1869, p. 618, and Fish. India, 
p. 468, pL cv, fig. 4. 

Nga~kyoung, Burmese. 

B. vi. D. 1/7 1 0. P. 1/10. Y. 6. A. 19-22 (4-6/15-16). C. 15. 

Length of head 3| to 3|, of caudal fin 5, height of body 7 in the 
total length. Byes — without free orbital edges, diameter 7 to 
in the length of head, 2| to 3 diameters from the end of snout, 
and IJ to 2 apart. Head depressed, snout spatulate, upper jaw 
the longer ; the greatest width of head equals two fifths of its 
length, while its height is less. The median longitudinal groove 
on the head narrow and not extending so far as to the base of the 
occipital process, which is keeled and rather wider at its base than 
it is long, while superiorly it reaches a Y-shaped basal bone. 
Upper surface of the head with roughened lines, which are closest 
together at the posterior end of the median groove and on the 
occipital process. Barbels — short, the maxillary do not quite 

reach the base of the pectoral fin, the outer mandibular are nearly 
as long. Teeth — those on the palate villiform in two small, oval, 
obliquely set patches (not so large as the eye) diverging poste- 
riorly. Fins — the dorsal half as high again as the body, its spine 
strong, half as long as the head, and serrated anteriorly and pos- 
teriorly ; base of adipose dorsal about as long as that of the rayed 
fin. Pectoral spine of the same length as the dorsal, stronger, 
serrated on both edges. Yentral nearly reaching the anal. Colour 
— purplish, dashed with copper, becoming dull white on the sides 
and beneath. Both dorsal fins externally stained with black. 

Hah.. Tidal rivers of Burma ; attaining at least a foot in length. 

180. (2.) Arius nenga. (Pig. 67.) 

Pimelodus nenga, Ham. Buck. Fish. Ganges, pp. 171, 376. 

Arius nenga. Day, Fish, India, p. 468, pi. civ, fig. 3 (see synon.). 

Shingdlpetdda, Marathi. 

B. vi. D. 1/7 1 0. P. 1/10. Y. 6. A. 19 (6/13). 0. 17. 

Length of head 4|, of caudal fin 5, height of body 5 in the total 
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length, ^jes — diameter 6 in the length of head, 2| diameters 
from the end of snout, and 3 apart. The greatest width of the 
head exceeds its height by one third, and is one sixth less than its 
length. Upper jaw the longer, the width of the gape of the mouth 



equal to half the length of the head. The median longitudinal 
groove on the head is shallow anteriorly, but becomes narrow pos- 
teriorly and does not quite extend to the base of the occipital 
process, which is keeled, nearly as broad at its base as it is long ; 
basal bone of dorsal fin narrow and crescent-shaped. Upper 
surface of the head, almost as far forward as the eyes, and the 
occipital process studded \^ith coarse granules. Barheh — the 
maxillary pair reach the postenor third of the pectoral fin, whilst 
the outer mandibular pair are as long as the head. Teeth — on the 
palate villiform in two ti'iangular patches, approximating superiorly 
and parallel along the meman line. Fins — dorsal much higher 
than the body, the dorsal spine strong, as long as the bead, and 
having an elongated soft prolongation, it is granulated anteriorly 
in its lower half, serrated in its upper, and also posteriorly ; base 
of adipose dorsal nearly as long as that of the rayed fin. Pectoral 
fin almost reaching the ventral ; pectoral spine nearly as long as the 
head, rough, granulated externally and denticulated internally. 
Upper caudal lobe the longer. Colour — dull yellow, the fins being 
externally stained with black. 

This species is closely allied to -4. caelatus^ its maxillary barbel is 
longer, the dorsal spine more produced, and the colours different. 
It may be only a variety. 

Bah, Hooghly at Calcutta. Blyth says this fish attains 12 or 
13 iuches in length. 


181. (3.) Arms cselatus. 

Arius cselatus, Cue, ^ Val, H, N, Torn, xv, p. 66 ; Fish, India^ 
p. 459, pi. cv, fig. 6 (see synon.), 

B. vi. D. 3/7 1 0. P. 1/9. V. 6. A. 19 (5-6/13-14). C. 15. 

Length of head 4^ to 4|, of caudal fin 5 to 6, height of body 6^ 
in the total length. diameter 6 to 9 in the length of the 
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head, 2 to 2^ diameters from the end of snout, and from 3 to 4 
apart. Head broader than high, its greatest width being equal to 
its length behind the nostrils, the width of the mouth equals the 
postorbital length of the head or a little more. Upper jaw the 
longer, the angle of the mouth does not extend so far posteriorly 
as to below the orbit. Upper surface of the head and occipital 
process strongly granulated, the median longitudinal groove nar- 
row and deep posteriorly and not quite reaching the base of the 
occipital process, which is a little keeled, as broad at its base as it 
is long or slightly broader, its anterior extremity slightly concave 
and extending to the basal bone, which is Y-shaped and rather 
narrow. Barbels — the maxillary reach the middle of the pectoral 
fin, whilst the external mandibular pair are one fifth shorter. 
Teeth — villiform in two somewhat widely separated triangular 
patches, the vomerine being confluent with the palatine. Fins — 
dorsal spine very strong especially in its lower half, which is 
granulated both laterally and anteriorly, serrated in its upper 
portion, also posteriorly in its whole extent, it is nearly or quite 
as long as the head and has a soft prolongation ; base of adipose 
dorsal shorter than that of the rayed fin, and equal to about half 
the extent of the interspace between the two fins. Pectoral spine 
as strong as, but rarher shorter than, that of the dorsal, granu- 
lated externally, serrated internally. Ventral not reaching the 
anal. Upper caudal lobe sometimes the longer. Golour — bluish 
along the back and sides, becoming white beneath. Adipose dorsal 
black, with its inferior and posterior margins yellow. Superior 
portion of dorsal, the end of the pectoral and ventrals black, as is 
also the anterior part of the anal. 

H(ib. Prom Bombay through the Indian Seas to the Malay 
Archipelago, not uncommon at Calcutta ; attaining to a consider- 
able size. 


182. (4.) Arius acutirostris. 

Arius acutirostris, Bay, Fish India, p. 459, pi. cvii, fig. 1. 

B. V. U. 1/7 I 0. P. 1/10. Y. 6. A. 19 (5/14). C. 17. 

Length of head 3j, of caudal fin 6, height of body 7 in the total 
length. Eyes — diameter 7 in the length of head, 3| diameters 
from the end of snout, and 2 apart. The greatest width of the 
head equals about half its length, and is one sixth more than its 
height. Snout fleshy and elongated, extending some distance 
beyond the mouth ; mouth inferior, the extent of its gape equalling 
one third of the length of the head. Upper surface of the head 
granulated, or with roughened lines. Median longitudinal groove on 
head not extending to the base of the occipital process, which is slightly 
keeled, is rather longer than wide at its base, and reaches the 
narrow Y-shaped basal bone of the dorsal fin. Barbels — short, 
the maxillary reach beyond the hind edge of the eye ; the outer 
mandibular are about one third of the length of the head; the 
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inner are shorter. Teeth — the villiform band in the premax- 
illaries is about one thud as deep as wide ; those on the palate 
likewise villiform m two somewhat obliquely oval patches diverg- 
ing anteriorly. Fins — dorsal spine rather strong, half as long as 
the head and serrated on both sides ; the base of the adipose fin 
is two thirds as long as that of the rayed fin. Pectoral spine of 
about the same length as the dorsal and serrated on both edges ; 
the fin reaches two thirds of the distance to the ventral; the 
latter does not extend to the anal. Colour — upper portion of 
rayed and upper two thirds of adipose dorsal black ; pectoral, 
ventral, and anal stained grey. 

Mah, The Salween river at Moulmein in Burma. Tickoll ob- 
served that this species was one of the commonest fishes in the 
Moulmein bazaar. It attains a foot or more in length, 

183. (5.) Arms sumatranus. 

Bagrus sumatranus, Bennett^ Life of Sir S. Baffles^ p. G91. 

Anus sumatranus, Day, Fish, India, p. 4G0, pi. cvii, fig. G (see 
synon.). 

B.vi. D. 1/7 10. P.1/10. V. 6. A. 18-19 (5/13-14). 0.17. 

Length of head 4| to 4§, of caudal fin 5^, height of body 5^ in 
the total length. Eyes — diameter 5 in the length of head, 1| dia- 
meters from the end of snout, and 2 apart. The greatest width of 
the head exceeds its height and equals its length behind the angle 
of the mouth. Upper surface of the head with scattered granu- 
lations, which are more lineated on the occipital process. Median 
longitudinal groove narrow posteriorly, nearly reaching the base 
of the occipital process, the edges in the last portion of the groove 
are raised. Occipital process slightly keeled, as broad at its base 
as it is long ; basal bone crescent-shaped and narrow. Barbels — 
the maxillary reach end of head, the outer mandibular the base of 
the pectoral fin. Teeth — in palate villiform, in two triangular 
patches diverging posteriorly. Fim — dorsal spine as long as the 
head behind the angle of the mouth, and serrated on both edges ; 
base of adipose dorsal two thirds of that of the rayed fin. Pectoral 
spine as long as the head excluding the snout, externally roughened 
in the lower, serrated in the upper portion, internally denticulated, 
not reaching the ventral. Ventral extending two thirds of the w'ay 
to the anal. Colour — ^bluish green above, becoming lighter on the 
sides and beneath ; edges of fins stained grey, very little black on 
adipose dorsal. 

Hah, Andamans to the Malay Archipelago. 

184. (6.) Anus venosus. 

Arius venosus, Cuv. ^ Val, H, N, Boiss, xv, p, GO ; Bay, Fish, India, 
p. 460, pi. evi, fig. 2 (see synon.). 

B. vi. D. 1/7 1 0. P. 1/10. V. 6. A. 18-19 (5-G/13). C. 17. 

Length of head 5-^, of caudal fin 6, height of body 6 in the total 
length. Dyes— diameter 4| in the length of head, 1| diameters 
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from the end of snout, and 2 apart. Snout rather obtuse, and the 
upper jaw the longer,* the width of the gape of the mouth equal 
to one half the length of the head. The greatest width of the 
head equal to its length excluding the snout, and slightly exceeding 
its height. Upper surface of the head with scattered granulations, 
which are more numerous on the occipital process. Median longi- 
tudinal groove on the head shallow except in its posterior portion, 
which is narrow and deep as far as the base of the occipital process, 
this is keeled and as broad at its base as it is long. Basal bone 
V-shaped, and laterally narrow. Bctrhels — the maxillary extend to 
the base of the pectoral fin, the outer mandibular are shorter. 
Teeth — villiform on the palate, in two triangular patches, the 
points of which are directed backwards, the patches are about as 
large as the eye, as broad as long, and approximate somewhat 
anteriorly. Fins — the dorsal as high as the body, its spine rather 
strong and as long as the head behind the angle of the mouth ; an- 
teriorly the spine is serrated in its upper, granulated in its lower 
half, posteriorly it is serrated ; base of adipose dorsal equal to half 
that of the rayed fin. Pectoral spine as long as that of the dorsal, 
granulated and serrated externally, denticulated internally. The 
ventral reaches the anal ; upper caudal lobe the longer. Golour — 
bluish. 

Hah, From Burma to the Malay Archipelago. 

185. (7.) Arius parvipinids. 

Alius paivipinnis, Bay, Fish, India, p. 460, pL cxiii, fig. 1 (see 
synon.). 

ChintajeUa, Tel. 

B. vi. D. 1/7 1 0. P. 1/10. y. 6. A. 19 (5/14). C. 18. 

Length of head 4|, of caudal fin 4^, height of body 6 in the total 
length. Eyes — ^in anterior half of the head, diameter 5| in the 
length of the head. If diameters from the end of snout, and 3 
apart. G-reatest width of the head equal to its length behind the 
nostrils, and exceeding its height by one fourth. Upper jaw 
somewhat the longer ; the width of the gape of the mouth equal to 
that of the postorbital length of the head. Upper surface of the 
head and occipital process studded with coarse granulations. 
Median longitudinal groove on head well marked, lanceolate, its 
last portion deep and not extending so far as the base of the 
occipital process, which has a granulated keel along its centre, is 
as long as wide, and reaches a narrow crescentic basal bone. 
Barbels — ^the maxillary reach the end of the pectoral fin. Teeth — 
villiform in two pear-shaped crescentic patches placed well for- 
wards, diverging, and their small end anterior. Fhis — dorsal 
spine strong, laterally roughened, serrated anteriorly in its upper 
half, also posteriorly, as long as the head behind the angle of the 
mouth. Pectoral spine stronger tnan the dorsal, of the same length, 
and serrated on both edges, it reaches two thirds of the distance to 
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the yentral ; the latter is very small, a little above half as long as 
the pectoral, and does not reach the anal. Caudal deeply lobed, 
vdth its upper lobe rather produced. Golour — on the upper surface 
dull leaden, sides and abdomen whitish, adipose dorsal with a black 
blotch I pectoral, ventral, and outer half of anal dark. 

Eab, Coromandel coast of India. 

186. (8.) Arms subrostratus. 

Aldus subrostratus, Ciiv, Sf VaL H. N, Foiss. xv, p. 62 ; Day, Fish. 

Lidia, p. 461, pi. cvi, fig. 6 (see synon.). 

B. vi. D. 1/7|0. P.1/9. V. 6. A. 17-20 (5-6/12-14). C. 17. 

Length of head to 4, of caudal fin 6 to 7, height of body 5 in 
the total length. Eyes — diameter 5 to 6 in length of head, 2| to 3 
diameters from the end of snout, and 2 to 2^ apart. The greatest 
width of the head rather exceeds its height and equals four sevenths 
of its length. Snout elongated and a little depressed, the upper 
jaw the longer, the width of the gape equals two sevenths of the 
length of the head, cleft short, extending one third of the distance 
to the orbit ; median longitudinal groove on the head shallow, an- 
teriorly becoming narrow, and posterdoidy deep, extending nearly 
to the base of the occipital process. Upper surface of the head 
behind the middle of the orbit granulated, as is also the occipital 
process, which is rather wider at its base than it is long, has nearly 
straight lateral edges, and reaches the narrow basal bone of the 
dorsal fin. Barbels — short, the maxillary pair do not quite reach 
the eye, the outer mandibular are still shorter, and the internal the 
shorteKst. Teeth — ^those on the palate villiforni, in two small 
patches wide asunder, one on either side of the palate, not longer 
than the diameter of the eye. Fim — dorsal one fourth higher 
than the body, its spine not very strong, rather above half as long 
as the head, rugose anteriorly, serrated posteriorly ; length of the 
base of the adipose dorsal equal to t\A’o thirds of that of the rayed 
fin. Pectoral scarcely reaching the ventral ; pectoral spine as long 
as that of the dorsal, or a little longer, serrated internally. 
Ventral reaching the anal; caudal forked. Colour — silvery leaden 
along the back when fresh, a series of about fifteen minutely spotted 
vertical bands seen on the body. Fins stained with grey* 

Eab. Malabar coast of India ; attaining to a foot in length. 

187. (9.) Arius sagor, 

Pimelodus sagor, Earn, Buch. Fish. Ganges, pp. 1 69, 376. 

Arius sagor, Bay, Fish. India, p. 461, pi. cv, fig. 1 (see synon.). 

B.vi. I).l/7|0. P.1/10. V.6. A. 17-19 (3-4/14-15). C. 15. 

Length of bead 4| to 4|, of caudal fin 5 to 6, height of body 5 
in the total length. Eyes — diameter 6^ to 7 in the length of head, 

2 diameters from end of snout, and 3^ apart. Head depressed, 
much broader than high, its width equal to its length or a little 
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less. Upper jaw the longer, the width of the gape of the mouth 
half the length of the head. The median longitudinal groove on 
the head shallow, extending to a little behind the posterior edge of 
the eye. Upper surface of the head granulated in radiating lines. 
Occipital process one half wider at its base than it is long, its 
posterior extremity rounded where it meets the basal bone of the 
dorsal fin, which is large and somewhat butterfl 3 ’’~shaped. Barhels — 
the maxillary reach to the middle or end of the pectoral spine, the 
outer mandibular to its base or middle. Teeth — on the palate in 
two^ confluent villiform patches on either side, meeting in the 
mesial line, each of these patches has a convex inner edge. Fins — 
dorsal higher than the body, the spine strong and as long as the 
head excluding the snout, granulated or serrated anteriorly, serrated 
posteriorly ; the base of the adipose nearly as long as that of the 
rayed fin. Pectoral spine stronger than that of the dorsal and 
equally long, serrated externally along its outer fourth and denticu- 
lated internally, its outer ray often prolonged. Ventral nearly 
reaching the anal. Upper caudal lobe the longer. Colour — greenish 
brown, becoming lighter on the abdomen; some specimens have 
narrow vertical bands of spots on the body. Pins tinged with 
dark. 

Rah. From Bombay through the seas and estuaries of India to 
the Malay Archipelago. Said to be very common at Batavia, 
where it is largely consumed. This species attains to at least 3 
feet in length. 

188. (10.) Arius sona. 

Pimelodus sona, Ram. Buck Fish. Ganges, pp. 172, 376. 

Arius sona, Dag, Fish. India, p. 462, pi. cv, hg 2 (see synon.). 

B. vi. U. 1/7 I 0. P. 1/12. V. 6. A. 17 (6/11). 0. 17. 

Length of head 4, of caudal fin 5 to 6, height of body 6 in the 
total length. Eyes — diameter 7 to 9 in the length of head, 2| to 
3 diameters from end of snout, and 3| to 4| apart. Head one 
half broader than high, and almost as wide as long. Upper jaw 
the longer; the extent of the gape of the mouth equal to two 
thirds of the length of the head. Median longitudinal groove on 
the head wide, but not extending so far as the base of the occipital 
process ; the latter keeled, convex at its posterior extremity where 
it reaches the basal bone of the dorsal fin which is somewhat narrow, 
especially in its centre, while each side is slightly bent into an 8- 
shaped form. The occipital process is as wide at its base as it is 
long or rather wider ; it and also the crown of the head from behind 
the eyes aie granulated, these granulations have somewhat of a 
radiating direction. Barhels — ^the maxillary reach to the end of 
the head, the outer mandibular are shorter. Teeth — on palate 
villiform, those on each palatine in a large somewhat triangular 
patch w'hich is emarginate posteriorly, anteriorly two small patches 
on the vomer connect the two palatine ones together. Fins — 
dorsal spine strong, granulated anteriorly, serrated posteriorly, and 
as long as the head excluding the snout, but not so high as the 
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rays, which are higher than the body ; length of the base of the 
adipose dorsal equal to that of the rayed fin. Pectoral spine 
stronger and usually slightly shorter than that of the dorsal, rough 
externally, sometimes even with a few serrations near its tip, 
serrated internally. Ventrals not reaching the anal. Caudal 
forked. CoZowr— brownish above, bluish on the sides where it is 
glossed with gold, and of a dull white beneath. Pins with a bluish- 
black tinge. Toung specimens are of a brownish colour, superiorly 
glossed with purplish and yellow, the fins nearly black. 

Hah. Prom Bombay through the seas of India, entering estuaries 
and tidal rivers ; attaining at least 3 feet in length. 

189. (11.) Arins serratns. 

Arius serratus, Bay, Fish. India, p. 462, pi. cv, fig. 3. 

B. vi, B. 1/7 I 0. P. 1/10. V, 6. A. 16 (5/11). C. 17. 

Length of head 5|, of caudal fin 4|, height of body 6| in the total 
length. Eyes — diameter 4^ in the length of head, 1| diameters 
from end of snout, and 2 apart. The greatest width of the head 
equals its length behind the angle of the mouth. Upper jaw the 
longer, the width of the gape of the mouth equal to half the length 
of the head. Upper surface of the head granulated or with rough 
lines, most distinct on the occipital process. The median longi- 
tudinal groove on the head does not quite reach posteriorly to 
above the hind edge of the opercle ; from the groove commences a 
serrated ridge, which is continued along the occipital process. 
Occipital process with a serrated keel, a little longer than wide at 
its base. Basal bone narrow and crescent-shaped. Barbels — the 
maxillary reach to the middle of the pectoral fin, the outer man- 
dibular to the gill-opening. Teeth — in the palate villiform in three 
distinct patches on either side, the two vomerine patches round, 
small, and with an interspace between them, outside each there is 
another rather longer oval patch ; the third or posterior patch is 
parallel to the one on the opposite side. Fins — dorsal higher than 
the body ; its spine, which is serrated on both edges, is as long as 
the head behind the middle of the eyes, and has a soft termination ; 
the length of the base of the adipose half that of the rayed fin. 
Pectoral reaching rather above halfway to the ventral; pectoral 
spine stronger than that of the dorsal, but not quite so long; 
externally the former is rough in its lower, serrated in its outer 
half, internally it is denticulated. The ventral does not reach the 
anal. Upper caudal lobe the longer. Colour — upper surface of 
the head copper-coloured shot with gold, sides silvery. Pins 
yellowish, rayed dorsal stained with dark in its outer half ; adipose 
fin with a black spot ; a dark band, edged with white, along the 
outer half of the anal ; both caudal lobes dark at their extremities. 

This fish is neazdy allied to A, tJialassinus, but has much shorter 
pectoral fins and longer maxillary barbels. Whether the serrations 
along the occipital ridge are merely due to the specimen being 
young is questionable. 

Hah. Sind, 
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190. (12.) Arins tialassmus. 

Bagrus thaJassinus, N» W, Fische, p. 75, t. 20, fig*. 2. 

Arius thalassinus, 2)ay, Fish. India, p. 463^ pi. civ, fig-. 4, and pL cvi, 
fig. 1 (see synon.). 

B. vi. D. 1/7 I 0. P. 1/12. Y. 6. A. 15-17 (3-5/12-13). C. 17. 

Length of head to 5, of caudal fin 5, height of body 5| to 6 
in the total length. Flyes — longest diameter obliquely transverse, 
5 in the length of the head, 1| to 1| diameters from end of snout, 
and 2J to 3 apart. Width of head equal to its length behind the 
angle of the mouth, breadth exceeding the height. Upper surface 
of the head granulated ,* the median longitudinal groove, which is 
narrow posteriorly, extends to opposite the hind edge of the opercle. 
The occipital process is granulated, keeled, rather longer than wide 
at its base, and extends to the basal bone of the dorsal fin, which 
is small and crescentic in shape. Bartels — ^the maxillary extend 
nearly or quite to the base of the pectoral fin, the outer mandibular 
are a little shorter. Teeth — on the palate villiform, those of each 
side forming a triangle composed of three patches, two in front and 
a larger one behind. Fins — dorsal spine as long as the head without 
the snout, or even a little longer, granulated anteriorly (with some 
serrations in the young), serrated posteriorly ; base of adipose dorsal 
two fifths of that of the rayed fin. Pectoral spine strong, but a little 
shorter than the dorsal, rough externally, feebly serrated internally ; 
caudal with the upper lobe usually the longer. Colour — silvery, 
darkest superiorly ; the upper half of the adipose dorsal black. In 
some specimens the dorsal surface is of a rich brown, and each of 
the granules on the head appears to be tipped with gold. 

Hah. Prom the Eed Sea, through the seas of Africa and India to 
the Malay Archipelago and beyond, entering tidal rivers. Attains 
a large size. 


191. (13.) Arius buchanani. 

Pimelodus arius, Ham. Buch. Fish. Ganges, pp. 170, 376. 

Arius buchanani, Bay, Fish. India, p. 463, pi. cv, fig. 6. 

B. vi. D. 1/7 I 0. P. 1/10. Y. 6. A. 22 (6/16). C. 17. 

Length of head 4|, of caudal fin 5|, height of body 5| in the 
total length. Eyes — diameter 5| in the length of head. If diameters 
from end of snout, and 2| apart. Greatest width of the head 
equal to its length behind the angle of the mouth. Upper jaw the 
longer, width of gape of mouth three eighths of the length of the 
head. Median longitudinal groove on the head rather shallow, and 
not reaching the base of the occipital process. Upper surface of 
the head lineated in roughened lines, which are rather close together 
on the occipital process ; the latter is scarcely keeled, and as wide 
at its base as it is long. Opercle higher than wide. Barhels — the 
maxillary extend to the first third of the pectoral fin, the outer 
mandibular almost to its base. Teeth — on the palate in two oval 
patches, one on either side, each as large as the eye, placed far 
back and parallel to one another, the teeth have large globular 
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heads. Fins — dorsal higher than the body, its spine as long as the 
head behind the angle o£ the mouth, anteriorly roughened in its 
lower two thirds, and serrated in its upper, posteriorly very feebly 
serrated; base of the adipose dorsal three fourths of that of the 
rayed bn. Pectoral reaching the base of the ventral, the spine 
stronger than that of the dorsal but of equal length, serrated on 
both sides. Ventral almost, reaching the anal; upper caudal lobe 
the longer. Colour — silvery along the back, lighter on the sides 
and below, pectoral and dorsal edged posteriorly with blackish ; 
adipose dorsal uith a well-defined black spot. 

hah, Hooghly at Calcutta ; also in Burma. 

192. (14.) Arius falcarius. 

Aldus falcarius, Fichardson^ Voy. Sulphur^ IcJi. p. 134, pi. Ixii, 
figs. 7-9 ; Dayj Fish, IndiUy p. 463, pi. c%i, lig. 6 (see synon.). 

B.vi. D.l/7|0. P.1/10. Y.6. A. 18-20 (5-6/13-14). 0.17. 

Length of head 4 to 5, of caudal fin 6, height of body 5^ to 6 in 
the total length. Eyes — diameter 5| to G in the length of head, 
2J diameters from end of snout, and 3 to 3|- apart. The greatest 
width of the head equals its length behind the angle of the mouth, 
and exceeds its height by about one sixth. Upper jaw the longer, 
the width of the gape of the mouth equal to three sevenths of the 
length of the head. The median longitudinal groove on the head, 
which is wide anteriorly, becomes suddenly narrow midway between 
the front edge of the eye and the hind edge of the opercle, and 
does not quite reach the base of the occipital process, which is 
keeled, rather longer than wide at its base, and reaches the basal 
hone of the dorsal fin, which is Y-shaped, narrow, and short. 
Upper surface of the head behind the eyes (except in the groove) 
strongly granulated, as is also the occipital process. Barbels — the 
maxillary pair, which are black, reach to the hind edge of the head, 
the outer mandibular to the gill-opening, while the inner are 
shorter. Teeth — the villiform band in the premaxillaries four times 
as long as wide ; those on the palate granular anteriorly, becoming 
globular posteriorly, in two elongated subtriangular patches, longer 
than wide, parallel to one another along the median line, their 
external edge is convex, anteriorly they nearly reach the pre- 
maxillary teeth. Fim — dorsal higher than the body, its spine 
usually ending in a soft point, it equals the length of the head 
excluding the snout, anteriorly it is serrated in its upper, rough 
in its lower half, and serrated posteriorly ; the base of the adipose 
fin equals three sevenths of that of the rayed fin. Pectoral spine 
a little^ longer than the dorsal, serrated externally in its outer half, 
rough in its lower ; externally it is denticulated ; it nearly reaches 
the ventral, whilst the latter extends to the anal or even to as far 
as the third ray of that fin. Colour — ^bluish grey above, becoming 
dull white beneath ; fins greyish, dorsal black-tipped ; a black blotch 
on the adipose dorsal, and sometimes one on the anal. 

Hah, Calcutta, and seas of India, to China. Very numerous 
along the Malabar coast. 
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193. (15.) Arius malal)arictis. 

Arius malabariciis, Day, Fish, India, p. 464, pL cvii, fig. 4. 

B. yi. D. 1/7 I 0. P, 1/10. V. 6. A. 20 (6/14). 0. 17. 

Length of head 4|, of caudal fin 51 height of body 5 in the total 
length. Eyes — diameter 6|- in the length of head, 2J diameters 
from the end of snout, and 3|- apart. The greatest width of the 
head equals its length behind the nostrils, it is rather wider than 
high. Upper jaw the longer, the width of the gape of the mouth 
equals two fifths of the length of the head. Upper surface of the 
head sparingly granulated. The median longitudinal groove on the 
head commences opposite the hind edge of the eyes, it is very narrow 
and deep, and is continued nearly to the base of the occipital process, 
which latter is slightly keeled and granulated, as broad at its base 
as it is long, and emarginate posteriorly to receive the Y-shaped 
basal bone of the dorsal fin. Barbels — the maxillary pair black 
and as long as the head, the outer mandibular pair rather shorter. . 
Teeth — in the upper jaw one fourth as wide as long, those on the 
palate granular and in two elongated o\al patches which reach far 
forwards, and are slightly convergent anteriorly, they extend some 
distance posteriorly. Fins — dorsal spine of moderate strength, as 
long as the head behind the angle of the mouth, anteriorly granu- 
lated in its lower, serrated in its upper portion, posteriorly serrated ; 
base of soft dorsal rather short. Pectoral spine nearly as long as 
the head, denticulated internally, and extending to below the last 
dorsal ray. Ventral not quite reaching the anal. Colour — silvery, 
glossed with gold below \ adipose dorsal with a black spot in its 
upper half. 

Eoh, Canara. 


194. (16.) Arius platystomus. 

Arius platystomus, Bay, Fish, India, p. 464, pi. cvii, fig. 3. 

B. vi. D. 1/7 I 0. P. 1/10. Y. 6. A. 19 (5/14). 0. 17. 

Length of head 4, of caudal fin 5|, height of body 5 in the total 
length. Eyes — diameter 7 in the length of head, 2 diameters from 
the end of snout, and 4 apart. The greatest width of the head 
exceeds its height by one third, and is as long as the head without 
the snout. Upper jaw the longer ; the width of the gape of the 
mouth equal to four sevenths of the length of the head. Median 
longitudinal groove on head becommg narrow posteriorly, where it 
just reaches the base of the occipital process, which is strongly 
keeled, rather longer than wide at its base, with straight lateral 
edges, and extending to the basal bone of the dorsal fin, which is 
rather narrow and S-shaped. A very few scattered granulations over 
the posterior half of the head and the occipital process. Barbels — 
the maxillary reach just beyond the base of the pectoral, the outer 
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mandibular are not quite so long. Teeth — the villiform band in 
the premaxillaries is six times longer than wide ; obtusely conical 
in the palate in two pyriform patches, rather longer than broad, each 
placed well forward, and largest anteriorly where the two slightly 
converge, the interspace equal to two thirds of the diameter of the 
eye. Fins — the dorsal about as high as the body, its spine as long 
as the head excluding the snout, anteriorly its upper halt is serrated, 
its lower roughened, the whole is serrated posteriorly : the length 
of the base of the adipose dorsal nearly equals that of the rayed 
fin. Pectoral spine rather shorter than the dorsal, externally 
serrated in its anterior, rough in its posterior half, internally it is 
denticulated, it reaches three fourths of the distance to the ventral. 
The ventral just reaches the anal. Colour — bluish along the back, 
becoming lighter on the sides and beneath ; dorsal, pectoral, and 
ventral with a slight tinge of grey. No black mark upon the 
adipose dorsal. 
llab, Canara. 


195. (17.) Alius neUa. 

Pimelodus (?) nella, Cuv, ^ Val H. F. Porn, xv, p. 162. 

Arms nella, Fish. India, p. 465 (see synon.). 

Nallah jellah, Tel. 

D. 1/7 I 0. P. 1/10. V. 6. A. 19. C. 19. 

Head broad, depressed. Eyes — small, in front half of the head. 
Teeth — on palate, globular. Barbels — the maxillary reach to the 
middle of pectoral fin. Fins — caudal sublunate. Colour — head 
and back bluish leaden ; belly, throat, and hinder part of the tail 
a dull white. The whole trunk strewed with small, obscure, dusky 
dots. Dorsal, ventral, and anal with blackish margins. Pectoral 
and caudal glossy with a faint yellowish tinge. 

This fish has been placed by Cuvier and Valenciennes amongst 
those having no teeth in the palate, in consequence of their having 
misunderstood EusselTs description. 

Eab, Coromandel coast ; growing to 9^ inches in length. 

196. (18.) Arius macronotacanthus. 

Arms macronotacauthus, Bleeher, Ail. Ich. ii, p. 32, t. 55 ; Day, Fish. 

India, p. 465, pi. cxiii, fig. 1 (see synon.). 

B. vi. D. 1/7 1 0. P. 1/9. Y, 6. A. 18-19 (6-7/12-13). C. 15. 

Length of head 4 to 4-^, of caudal fin 6|, height of body 5| in 
the total length. diameter 5| to 6 in the length of head, 

IJ diameters from end of snout, and 2| apart. The width of the 
head exceeds its height, and equals its length excluding the snout. 
Extent of the gape of the mouth equal to four ninths of the length 
of the head. The median longitudinal groove is wide between the 
eyes, becomes pointed both anteriorly and posteriorly, and does not 
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reach so far as the base of the occipital process, which latter is as 
\wide at its base as it is long, and reaches a narrow Y-shaped basal 
bone. Upper surface of the head granulated in groups, the occipital 
process densely so in lines. JBarhels — the maxillary reach the middle 
of the pectoral spine, the outer mandibular its base. Teeth — on the 
palate obtusely conical or granular, placed in two pear-shaped patches, 
each as long as the eye, the large ends posterior and divergent, the 
anterior terminating near the band on the premaxillaries. Fws — 
dorsal spine strong, very rugose laterally, as long as the head behind 
the nostrils, and serrated both anteriorly and posteriorly, it has a sofii 
termination ; the length of the base of the adipose equals two thirds 
of that of the rayed fin. Pectoral spine as long as the head excluding 
the snout, roughened and serrated externally, denticulated internally, 
it reaches two thirds the distance to the ventral, which does not 
reach the anal. Colour — base of dorsal darkish, a large black 
blotch on the adipose fin. 

Eab, India to Java, Sumatra, and Pinang, 

197. (19.) Arius gagora. 

Pimelodns gagora, Earn. BucK Fish Ganges, pp, 167, 376, pL 10, 
fig. 54. 

Arius gagora, Bay, Fish India, p. 465, pi. cvii, fig. 2 (see synon.). 

NgC’-youn, Burmese. 

B. vi. D. 1/7 1 0. P. 1/10. Y. 6. A. 18 (5-6/13-12). 0. 17. 

Length of head 4 to 4^, of caudal fin 5^ to 5|, height of body 6f 
in the total length. Eyes — diameter 7 to 8 in the length of head, 
2|- diameters from the end of snout, and 3 to apart. Head 
one fourth wider than high, its width equal to its length excluding 
the snout. Upper jaw the longer, the width of the gape of the 
mouth four elevenths of the length of the head. Most of the 
occiput and the whole of the occipital process granulated. Median 
longitudinal groove on the head narrow, rather deep, and reaching 
nearly to the base of the occipital process, which is keeled, very 
slightly longer than wide at its base and extending to a narrow Y- 
shaped basal bone. 0 percle higher than wide. Barbels — ^the maxil- 
lary not quite so long as the head, the outer mandibular reach the 
gill-opening. Teeth — those on the palate with globular heads, in large 
semi- ovate patches : considerable variation in size and direction of 
these patches of teeth exists, as it not unfrequently happens that 
some are wanting. Ftns — dorsal rather higher than the body, the 
spine of moderate strength, anteriorly serrated in its upper, rough 
in its lower half, posteriorly serrated, it is as long as the postorbital 
portion of the head ; length of the base of the adipose dorsal two 
thirds of that of the rayed fin. Pectoral reaching two thirds of the 
distance to the ventral ; pectoral spine rather stronger than the 
dorsal, which it equals in length, externally it is serrated, internally 
denticulated. The ventral does not extend so far as the anah 
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Upper caudal loTje the longer. Colour — purplish superiorly, 
becoming dull white beneath ; fins externally stained with grey or 
blach, and a blackish spot on the adipose dorsal. Air-hladder — 
large and somewhat heart-shaped. On removing its lower wall a 
longitudinal septum is seen in its posterior half but not anteriorly. 
It has three transverse subdivisions, forming it into five chambers, 
the anterior of which is nearly half the size of the entire organ, 
and has no longitudinal septum. The four lateral chambers com- 
municate freely with each other on both sides, also anteriorly with 
the large chamber. 

Hob. Seas, estuaries, and tidal rivers of Orissa and Bengal to 
Siam. It attains feet (or according to Hamilton Buchanan 
8 feet) or more in length ; it is commonly seen about 8 or 10 inches 
long. 


198. (20.) Arius jatins. 

Pimelodus jatius, Hum. Buck. Fish. Gant/es, pp. 171, 376. 

Arius jatius, Day, Fish. India, p. 406, pi. cvi, hg. 4 (see syuon.), 

Nga^youn and Nya-yeh, Burmese. 

B. vi. D. 1/7 I 0. P. 1/10. Y. 6. A. 18 (5/13). C. 17. 

Length of head 41, of caudal fin 5, height of body 5^ in the total 
length. Eyes — diameter to 5 in the length of head, 1| diameters 
from the end of snout, and 1| to 2 apart. Height of head nearly 
equal to its width, the latter equal to its length excluding 
the snout. Upper jaw the longer; the extent of the gape 
of the mouth equals one third of the length of the head. 
Summit of the posterior portion of the head sparingly granulated, 
the occipital process more thickly so. The median longitudinal 
groove on the head narrow, and continued almost to the base of the 
occipital process, which latter is keeled, as wide at its base as long, 
and reaches the narrow Y-shaped basal bone of the dorsal fin. 
Opercle wider than high. Barbels — short, the maxillary pair 
shorter than the head, the outer mandibular pair just reach the 
gill-opening. Teeth — villiform, in a band six times as long as wide 
in the premaxillaries ; on the palate globular, in a small oval patch 
posteriorly, scarcely exceeding half the diameter of the eye ; they 
may be entnely absent. Fins — dorsal as high as the body ; dorsal 
spine strong, as long as the head excluding the snout, serrated on 
both sides ; the base of the adipose dorsal four fifths of that of the 
rayed fin. Pectoral spine as long as that of the dorsal, serrated 
externally, denticulated internally, reaching as far as the ventral 
fin. The latter extends to the anal. Colour — dark bluish along 
the back, becoming lighter on the sides and beneath. Pins yellowish, 
lower half of dorsal stained with grey. Upper edge deep black. 
A deep black spot on the upper half of the adipose fin; caudal 
edged with black, and anal with a dark spot on its edge near the 
middle. 

Hab, Estuaries and rivers of Bengal and Burma, ascending far 
above tidal reach, and attaining a foot or more in length. 
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199, (21,) Arius tentiispinis. 

Arius tenuispinis, Day^ Fish. India, p. 466, pi. cvii, fig. 5 (see synon.). 
B. vi. D. 1/7 1 0. P. 1/10. V. 6. A. 18 (5/13). C. 17. 

Length of head 3|, of caudal fin 4 height of body 5| in the total 
length. Eyes — diameter 7 in the length of head, 2| diameters from 
end of snout, and 3| apart. The greatest width of the head equals 
its length excluding the snout. The extent of the gape of the 
mouth equal to one third of the length of the head. Median 
longitudinal groove on the head narrow, and not quite reaching 
the base of the occipital process, which has a slight keel, is a little 
loDger than wide at its base, and rather convex posteriorly, where 
it reaches the narrow and Y-shaped basal bone of the dorsal fin. A 
few granulations on the top of the head, also along the middle of the 
occipital process. Barbels — the maxillary reach the end of the head, 
the outer mandibular are one third shorter. Teeth — none on palate. 
Fms — dorsal spine very weak and thin, nearly as long as the head 
excluding the snout, serrated posteriorly ; base of the adipose equal 
to half that of the rayed dorsal fin. Pectoral spine as long as the 
dorsal, but slightly stronger, roughened externally, serrated inter- 
nally. Caudal forked. Colour — silvery along the back, becoming 
lighter on the sides and beneath. 

Hah. Bombay, and perhaps Ceylon. 

200. (22.) Arius jella. 

Arius jella, Day, Fish. India, p. 467, pi. cvi, fig. 3 (see synon.J. 

Deddi Jellah, Tel. 

B. vi. D. 1/7 I 0. P, 1/10. Y. 6. A. 17-18 (4-5/13). 0. 19. 

Length of head 4|, of caudal fin 5^, height of dorsal fin 5^, of 
body 6| in the total length. Eyes — diameter 6 in the length of head, 
2 to 2-^ diameter^ from the end of snout, and 3 apart. G-reatest 
width of the head one sixth more than its height, and equal to its 
length behind the nostrils. Upper jaw the longer, the extent of 
the gape of the mouth three eighths of the length of the head. 
The median longitudinal groove becomes narrow and deep pos- 
teriorly, and reaches nearly to the base of the occipital process, 
which is slightly keeled, has nearly straight sides and is slightly 
longer than broad, posteriorly it is a little eraarginate and reaches 
the narrow basal bone of the dorsal fin. Most of the occiput and the 
occipital process are closely granulated. Barbels — the maxillary 
are nearly as long as the head, the outer mandibular almost reach 
the gill-opening, the inner are shorter. Teeth — globular on the 
palate in two convex, oblong-ovate patches, which are slightly 
convergent behind; none on the vomer. Fhis — dorsal spine of 
moderate strength, as long as the head excluding the snout, some- 
times with a very long soft termination, slightly serrated anteriorly, 
or merely rough in large specimens, strongly serrated posteriorly. 
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Pectoral spine stronger than dorsal and rather longer, roughened 
and slightly serrated externally, denticulated internally. Base of 
adipose dorsal slightly shorter than that of the rayed fin. Ventral 
scarcely reaching the anal. Upper caudal lobe the longer. Golom 
— greyish silvery, becoming white on the sides and below. Pins 
stained grey, with a white outer edge to the anal. Adipose dorsal 
with a dark blotch. 

JETai. Coasts of India. 

201. (23.) Anus dussumieri. 

Arius dussumieri, Cuv. ^ Val. If. V. Poiss, xv, p. 84 ; i)«y, Fish, 
India, p. 467, pi. cvii. fig. 7 (see synon.). 

B.vi. D. 1/7 10. P.1/12, y. 6. A. 14-16 (4-5/10-11). 0.17. 

Length of head 4 to 4 of caudal fin 5, height of body 5 in the 
total length. Eyes — diameter 6| in the length of head, 2^ dia- 
meters from the end of snout, and 4 apart. Head one fourth wider 
than high, its width equals its length excluding the snout, or even 
behind the angle of the mouth. Upper jaw the longer, the width 
of the gape of the mouth equals four ninths of the length of the 
head. Median longitudinal groove shallow, becoming most distinct 
posteriorly, where it reaches the base of the occipital process, 
which is strongly keeled and nearly (or quite) as wide at its base as 
it is long, its lateral edges are nearly straight, and it extends to 
the basal bone, which is narrow and S-shaped. A few scattered 
granulations on the posterior portion of the head and over the 
base of the occipital process. Barbels — the maxillary reach just 
beyond the base of the pectoral, the external mandibular are not 
quite so long. Teeth — obtusely conical on the palate, in four 
widely separated patches, those on either side of the vomer being 
smaller than the palatine patches. Fins — the dorsal as high as the 
body, its spine as long as the head excluding the snout, anteriorly 
in the upper half serrated, in the lower roughened, posteriorly 
sei'rated throughout ; the length of the base of the adipose dorsal 
equals half of that of the rayed fin. Pectoral spine rather shorter 
than that of the dorsal, externally it is serrated in its anterior 
half, rough in its posterior, internally it is serrated ; it reaches 
two thirds of the way to the ventral. Ventral just reaching 
the anal. Colour — ^bluish along the back, becoming lighter on the 
sides and below, fins blackish externally. 

JIah. Malabar coast of India and Ceylon. 


23, Genus KETENaUS, Bleeker. 

Branchiostegals five. Gill-membranes united, not confluent 
with the isthmus, but having a free posterior edge, which is 
notched. Upper surface of head osseous. Eyelids with a free 
circular margin. Cleft of mouth deep ; upper jaw the longer. 
Barbels six, small, no nasal ones, l^ostrils approximating, the 
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posterior provided with a valve. A single row of compressed teeth, 
which are subtruncated or almost tricuspid in the jaws; palate 
edentulous. Dorsal fin with one spine and seven rays, inserted 
nearer the snout than the venfcrals are ; adipose fin short ; anal of 
moderate length and not continuous with the caudal, which latter 
is forked. Yentral with six rays. Air-bladder not enclosed in 
bone. An axillary pore. 

Qeograj^Mcdl Distribution. Andamans to the Malay Archipelago. 

202. (1.) Ketengus typus. (Pig. 68.) 

Ketengiis typus, Bleaker ^ Atl. leh. ii, p. 44, t. 82, fig. 1 ; Day, Fish. 

India, p. 468, pi. cviii, fig. 2 (see synon.). 

B. V. D. 1/7 I 0. P. 1/7-8. V. 6. A. 19-20 (5-6/14). 0. 15. 

Length of head 4|, of caudal fin 5|, height of body 5| in the total 
length. diameter 5^ in the length of head. If diameters 

from end of snout, and 2f apart. The greatest width of the head 
equals its length excluding the snout. Upper surface of the head, 
occipital process, and basal bone of the dorsal fin densely granulated. 



Pig ^S.—Keteiigm typus. 


The width of the gape of the mouth equals the length of the head 
excluding the snout. Longitudinal groove along the upper surface 
of the head deep but narrow, commencing on the snout it is not 
continued so far as to the base of the occipital process which is as 
long as wide at its base. Teeth — as defined in the genus. Fins — 
dorsal spine as long as the head and serrated on both edges ; base 
of the adipose nearly as long as that of the rayed fin. Pectoral 
spine a little shorter than that of the dorsal and serrated on both 
edges. Colour — silvery. 

Hoh. The Andamans to the Malay Archipelago. 


24. Genus OSTEOaENIOSUS, Bleeker. 

Branchiostegals five. Gill-membranes united at the throat, 
emarginate and overlapping the isthmus but not confluent with it; 
upper surface of the head covered with very thin skin; mouth 
anterior; upper jaw the longer. 'N'ostrils approximating, the 
posterior provided with a valve. Barbels, a single semi-osseous 
maxillary pair. Teeth in the jaws villiform ; obtusely conical on 
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the palate, where they form two widely separated patches. Dorsal 
with one spine and seven rays, inserted anterioidy to the ventrals ; 
adipose fin short. Anal of moderate length, not united with the 
caudal, which is forked. Yentral with six rays. Air-bladder not 
enclosed in bone. An axillary pore. 

Geographical Distribution. Seas and estuaries of India to the 
Malay Archipelago, sometimes entering rivers. 

Uses. Eaten by the poorer classes. A coarse isinglass is made 
from the air-bladder. 

Synopsis of Indian Species. 

A. 19-22. Length of head to 4^ in the 
total length. Greatest width of head 
equals its length behind the angle of the 
mouth 1. 0. p. 190. 

A. 20. Length of head 41 in the total length. 

Greatest width of head equals half its 

length 0, sthenocejyhaluSj^.l^l. 

203. (1.) Osteogexdosns militaris. (Fig. 69.) 

Silurus militaris, Linn. Syst. Nat. i, p. 503. 

Osteogeniosus militaris, Day, Fish. India, p. 469, pi. cviii, fig. 4 (see 
synon.). 

Poni heliti, Tam. 

B. V. D. 1/7 I 0. P. 1/10-11. V. 6. A. 19-22 (4-5/16-17). 

0. 17. Yert. 18-29. 

Length of head 4| to 4|, of caudal fin 7§, height of body 6| to 
6^ in the total length. Eyes — diameter 7 in the length of head, 2 
diameters from the end of snout, and 4 apart. The greatest width 
of the head equals its length behind the angle of the mouth ; its 
height'jtwo thirds of its length ; the width of the gape of the 



mouth equals half the length of the head. Occipital process 2| 
times as long as wide at its base, and its length equals one third of 
that of the head. Median longitudinal groove of moderate width, 
not extending so far as the base of the occipital process. Dpper 
surface of the head almost or quite smooth, a few granulations 
generally present between the posterior end of the median longi- 
tudinal groove and the base of the occipital process, which last is 
roughened in ridges which are sometimes granular; there also 
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usually exists a patch of granulations above the upper edge of the 
opercle on the head. Barleh — ^rather longer than the head. 
Teeth — on the palate in two somewhat crescentic patches con- 
verging anteriorly. ^ Fim — dorsal spine as long as the head 
excluding the snout, serrated in the upper portion anteriorly and 
in the whole extent posteriorly. Pectoral spine somewhat stronger 
than that of the dorsal, the fin reaches about halfway to the 
ventral. Anal highest anteriorly, where its height is eq^ual to half 
the length of the head. Gohur — ^silvery, darkish superiorly, fins 
tinged with red. 

Hah. Seas, estuaries, and tidal rivers of India to the Malay 
Archipelago- A specimen in the Calcutta Museum is 14 inches 
long. 


204. (2.) Osteogeniosus sthenocephalus. 

Osteogeniosus sthenocephalus, Day, Fish. India^ p. 469, pi. cviii, 
fig. 3. 

B. V. D. 1/7 I 0. P. 1/9. V. 6. A. 20 (5/15). 0. 17. 

Length of head 4f , of caudal fin 5|, height of body 7| in the total 
length. Eyes — diameter in the len^h of head, 2 diameters 

from the end of snout, and 3 apart. The greatest width of the 
head equals half its length ; the width of the gape of the mouth 
equals half the length of the head. Occipital process three times 
as long as wide at its base, its length equals one third of that of the 
head. Median longitudinal groove rather wide and does not 
extend quite to the base of the occipital process. Upper surface 
of the head with a few granulations between the posterior end of 
the median groove and the base of the occipital process, which last 
is roughened in ridges. Barbels — as long as the head. Fim — as 
in the last species, except that the anterior portion of the anal fin 
is as deep as the head (excluding the snout) is long. Golour — 
silvery, darkest superiorly. 

Hah. A single specimen captured at Moulmein. 


25. Genus BATRACHOCEPHALTJS, Bleeker. 

Branchiostegals five. Gill-membranes united at the. throat, 
without a notch, not confluent with the skin of the isthmus. Cleft 
of mouth wide ; lower jaw the longer. Eyes with a free circular 
margin. Nostrils approximating, the posterior provided with a 
valve. Barbels two, rudimentary, and inserted at the chin. Teeth 
obtusely conical in either jaw, with an interspace between the 
outer and the inner rows, in a broad longitudinal band on the 
palate ; none on the vomer. Dorsal fin with one spme and seven 
rays, inserted in advance of the ventrals ; adipose fin short. Anal 
of moderate length, not confluent with the caudal, which is forked. 
Ventral with six rays. Air-bladder not enclosed by bone. An 
axillary pore. 
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Geograj^Tiical Distribution^ From BelucHistan through the seas, 
estuaries, and tidal rivers of India to tlie Malay Archipelago and 
beyond. 

205. (1.) Batrachocephalus mino. (Fig. 70.) 

Ageneiosus mino, JEFam. Buch, Fish, Ganges ^ pp. 159, 376* 

Batrachocephalus mino, Day, Fish, India, p. pi. cviii, fig. 1 (see 
synon.). 

B. v. D. 1/7 I 0. P. 1/7. Y. 6. A. 20 (5/15). C. 15. 

Length of head 4|, of caudal fin 5, height of body 6 in the total 
length. Eyes — diameter 4 in the length of head, ^ a diameter from 
the end of snout, and If apart. The greatest width of the head 
equals its length behind the middle of the eyes. Grape of mouth 
wide, the cleft of the mouth reaches to below the centre of the orbit. 
Occipital process rather longer than wide at its base, and lineated 



Fig. 70 . — Batrachocephalus m%m. 


in roughened lines. Basal bone crescentic and narrow. Barbels — 
minute. Teeth — in a broad longitudinal band on the palate. Fins — 
dorsal spine of moderate strength, as long as the head behind the 
middle of the eyes ; base of the adipose dorsal equal to half that of 
the rayed fin. Dorsal and pectoral spines serrated on both edges. 
Upper caudal lobe a little the longer. Colour — silvery, darkest 
along the back and upper lobe of the caudal fin. 

Bab, Seas, estuaries, and tidal rivers of India and Burma to the 
Malay Archipelago. Not common, and held in no esteem as food. 

26. Genus AKYSIS. 

Body somewhat elongated; head broad and covered with soft 
skin. Gillyopenings of moderate vddth, the membrane stretching 
across the isthmus and being slightly notched posteriorly. Mouth 
terminal, the upper jaw slightly the longer. Anterior nostrils 
tubular and widely separated from one another and from the pos- 
terior nostrils. Barbels eight. Eyes small. Yilliform teeth in the 
jaws, none on the palate. A short dorsal fin with one spine and 
five rays ; pectorals horizontal, ventral with six rays, caudal emar- 
ginate or forked. Lateral line present. Skin tubercular. 

Geograjghioal Distribution, These small freshwater forms extend 
from the Tenasserim Provinces to the Malay Archipelago, 
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206. (1.) Akysis pictus. 

Akysis pictus, Gunther, A, M, N, JS. (6) xi. 1883^ p. 138; Day, Fish, 
India, Supplement, 1888, p. 806. 

D. 1/6 I 0. P. 1/7. Y. 6. A. 9. 

Head broader than deep. Eyes — ^twice as far from the giU- opening 
as from the end of the snout. The distance of the anterior nostrils 
apart equals about half the length of the snout, while the interspace 
between the anterior and posterior nostril equals half that between 
the front pau\ Barbels — ^nasal half as long as the head, maxillary 
reaching to the origin of the dorsal fin, the outer mandibular to 
the axil of the pectoral, the inner are shorter. Fins — dorsal com- 
mencing midway between the snout and the adipose fin, its spine 
comparatively strong. Anal arising nearer to the root of the caudal 
than to that of the pectoral. Caudal emarginate ; pectoral extend- 
ing a little beyond the origin of the dorsal, its spine strong and 
entire ; ventrals reaching the vent. Colour — head greyish, with 
minute black spots ; body anteriorly black ; this colour is contracted 
behind into an irregular band that runs along the middle of the 
posterior part of the body and tail. Dorsal fin with a black band 
covering all but its front corner and upper edge; caudal and 
pectoral banded. 

Hah, Tenasserim ; growing to 45 millim. long (1*8 inches). 

27. G-enus BAGAEITJS, Sleeker. 

Branchiostegals twelve. G-iU-membranes not confluent with the 
skin of the isthmus, having a free posterior edge and notched half- 
way to the chin. Head depressed, its upper surface osseous. 
Mouth anterior; upper jaw the longer. Eyes with free orbital 
margins. Nostrils approximating, the posterior provided with a 
barbel. Barbels eight — one nasal, one maxillary, and two man- 
dibular pairs. Teeth in jaws pointed and of unequal size ; palate 
edentulous. Thorax destitute of any adhesive apparatus. Eirst 
dorsal fin in advance of the ventrals, having one spine and six 
rays ; adipose fin present. Yentral with six rays. Anal of moderate 
length. Caudal deeply forked. Ar-bladder small, consisting of 
two rounded portions enclosed in bone. An axillary pore. 

The air- or swim-bladder of this fish is present, but small. Taylor 
(‘Grleanings in Science,’ ii, p. 172) remarks that the P, hacjharia 
{Bagarius yarrellii) “has also two air-bladders, which closely 
resemble the former {Saccohranelms, &c.) in the argentine tendinous 
texture of the external coat, and in having no communication with 
each other or with the alimentary canal. They are situated one on 
each side of the body, in a deep groove or furrow of the con- 
solidated transverse processes of the cervical vertebrae, and are 
extremely small in proportion to the bulk of the fish ; each of them, 
in an individual weighing 10 lbs., not exceeding a large garden-pea 

o 
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in size ; they are placed in the middle of the grooves at about^ an 
equal distance from the common integuments (immediately behind 
the pectoral fins) and the vertebral column : the spiice between each 
of them and the former being filled up with adipose substance, 
Avhilst that next to the spine is occupied by the malleus.” 

Geographical Bistrihutidn, Throughout the course of the larger 
rivers of the Punjab, India, and Burma, and extending to Ihe 
Malay Archipelago. 

207. (1.) Bagarius yarrellii. (Fig. 71.) 

Pimelodua bagarius, Jffccm. Buck. Fish. Ganges^ pp. 186, 378, pi. 7, 
%. 62. 

Bagriis yarrellii, Syhesy Tr. Z. S. ii, p. 370, pi. 65, fig. 1. 

Bagarius yarrellii, Day^ Fish. India^ p. 495, pi. cxv, fig. 3 (see 
synon.). 

Boonch or Goonch^ Hind. (N. W. P.) ; Goi'eah^ Assam : Bahti jellah 
Tel. ; Sah-lwiy Ooriah ; Mutaiida and Tharota, Marathi. 



Pig. 7 i . — Bagarius yarreUit. 


B. xii. D. 1/6 1 0. P.a/12, V. 6. A. 13-15 (3/10-12), C. 17. 

Length of head 3|, of caudal fin 4^, height of body 5 in the total 
length excluding the prolonged caudal ray. Eyes — small, situated 
in the middle of the length of the head. The greatest width of 
the head equals from two thirds of its length in the young to its 
entire length in the adult, its upper surface is rugose in irregular 
bands and lines. Upper jaw the longer, the extent of the gape 
of the mouth equal to four sevenths of the length of the head. 
Barlels — ^the maxillary with broad bases and rather longer than the 
head ; the nasal pair short. Teeth — sharp, and of unequal size in 
the jaws, an outer widely separated row of larger ones in the man- 
dibles. Flm — dorsal spme smooth, with an elongated soft termi- 
nation, the osseous portion as long as the head excluding the 
snout ; length of the base of the adipose dorsal as long as that of 
the raj’-ed fin. Pectoral spine stronger than that of the dorsal and 
equally long, serrated internally, and having a soft prolongation. 
Caudal deeply forked, its upper lobe prolonged. ^Tcm — somewhat 
scabrous over the summit ot the head, and slightly so on the body. 
CoZowr— body grey or yellowish, with large, irregular, brown or 
black markings and cross bands. A black base to all the fins, and 
generally also a dark band across each. 

Hah, Large rivers of India and Java, descending to the estuaries. 
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It attains 6 feet or more in length, and is often termed a “ fresh- 
water shark/’ partly on account of its voracity, and partly because 
of its^ underhung mouth and general ugliness. 

This fish takes a live-bait, but is difficult to kill ; it is sluggish, 
goes to the bottom, and it generally escapes by destroying the 
tackle. Mr. Van Cortland, at the end of 1875, angling at the Okla 
weir, a few miles below Delhi, killed one which was 5 feet long 
and weighed 136 lbs. 

28. Genus dLYPTOSTERlSrUM, McClelland. 

Syn. GlyptotkoraXj Blyth. 

Branchiostegals from six to about ten. Gill-openings rather 
wide; gill-membranes confluent with the skin of the isthmus, but 
with their posterior margin remaining free. Head rather depressed 
and covered with soft skin. Eyes small, subcutaneous. Mouth 
inferior, transverse, with, the upper jaw the longer. Nostrils close 
together, separated by a barbel. Barbels eight — one nasal, one 
maxillary, and two mandibular pairs, the maxillary with broad 
bases. ViHiform teeth in the jaws ; palate edentulous. Dox‘sal fin 
with a spine and six or seven rays ; an adipose fin present. Pectoral 
horizontal, with a strong spine, some ot its rays being occasionally 
plaited interiorly. An adhesive apparatus, composed of longitu- 
dinal plaits, exists between the bases of the two pectoral fins on 
the chest. Ventral with six rays, situated posterior to the dorsal. 
Anal with a moderate (9-12) number of rays. Caudal forked. 
Air-bladder in two lateral portions more or less enclosed in 
bone. 

Geogra^liioal Distribution, These fishes are found along the 
Himalayas and the rivers at their bases from Afghanistan to the 
extreme east of Assam, also in the Malay Archipelago. They are 
also present in some rivers in the plains of India, but usually not 
far removed from hills. They appear especially adapted for strong 
streams and those of hilly districts. 

It is open to question whether some of the following might not 
more properly be termed varieties than species. Eoughness of the 
external edge of the pectoral spine may exist in species in which 
the spine is normally smooth. 

Synopsis of Indian Species, 

A. 11-13. Length of head 5 to in the 
total. Maxillary barbels reach pec- 
toral fin. Pectoral spine rough or 
smooth externally. Dorsal spine 
smooth. Brown, with black marks. 1. G, lonah, p. 196. 

A. 13. Length of head 6 in the total. 

Maxillary barbels reach the pectoral 
fin. Chestnut-brown, with two 

light longitudinal bands 2. 6r. trilinecdumj p. 197. 

o2 
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A. 11-12. Widtii of head two thirds of 
its length. Adhesive apparatus 
rather elongated and narrow.* Max- 
illary harhels reach middle of pec- 
toral fin 

A. 11-12. Pupil of eyes transversely 
oval. Maxillary barbels reach to 
below the hind edge of the eye. SMn 
roughened with small spinate tube- 
rosities 

A. 11. Pupil of eyes circular. Maxil- 
lary barbels reach to below the hind 
edge of the eyes. Skin looks as if 

it had scales imbedded in it 

A. 11. Head 4| in the total length. 
Maxillary barbels reach first third of 

the pectorals 

A, lO-ll. Maxillary barbels reach base 
of pectoral fin. Dorsal spine with 

serrations on both edges 

A. 9-11. Width of head nearly equals 
its length. Maxillary barbels reach 
base of pectoral spine. Adhesive 

apparatus wider than long 

A. 9. Upper surface of head with ele- 
vated spots. Maxillary barbels as 
long as the head 


3. 6r. eonirostrej p, 198. 

4. G, hotiumf p 198. 

5. G, telchitta, p. 199. 

6. G, Btriatvbm^ p. 200. 

7. G madraspatamm, p. 200. 

8. G* pectinopte^'umj p. 201. 

9. G, cama, p. 202. 


208. (1.) (jlyptosternum lonah. (Fig. 72.) 

Bagrus lonah, Syhesj Tr Z, S. ii, p. 371, 

Glyptosternum lonah, Bay^ FisK India^ p. 490, pi. cxiii, fig. 5 (see 
synon.). 

D. 1/6 I 0. P, 1/9. y. 6. A. 11-13 (3-4/8-10). 0. 15-17. 

Length of head 5 to 5|, of caudal fin 5, height of body 7 in the 
total length. Eyes — slightly behind the middle of the length of 
the head, the width of the interorbital space equals one third to 
two sevenths of the length of the head. Width of head nearly or 
quite equals its length; upper surface rough. Width of gape of 
mouth 2| to 3 in the length of the head. Lips not fringed. 
Occipital process nearly or quite four times as long as broad. 
Thoracic adhesive apparatus rather elongated, reaching to the 
first third of the pectoral spine, its plaits are scarcely branched. 
Barbels — the nasal reach halfway to the orbit, the maxillary extend 
to the base or first third of the pectoral, the outer mandibular 
pair to the gill-opening, the inner are shorter. Fins — dorsal 
higher than the body, its spine rather slender, enveloped in skin, 
If to 2| in the length of the head ; adipose dorsal with its base 
longer than that of the first dorsal, and equal to half the interspace 
between the two fins. Pectoral spine moderately broad, internally 
strongly denticulated, externally roughened in some specimens, 
smooth in others, the fin does not nearly reach the ventral. 
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Caudal forked. Qavdal jpeduncle — ^twice as long as high in the 
young, two thirds in the adxdt. Colour — ^yellowish brown, banded 
with blackish; fins yellow; dorsal, caudal, and anal with black 
bands. 



Fig, 72 . — Qlyptostermm onak 


Hcib. Deccan, attaining at least 6 inches in length. I have 
taken this species at Poona, and also in the head-waters of the 
Jumna. 


209. (3.) Glyptosternum trilineatum. 

Glyptothorax tnlineatus, Blyth, J, A, S. B, xxix, 1860, p. 154. 

Glyptosternum trilineatum, Day, Fish, India, p. 497, pi, cxvi, fig. B 
(see synon.). 

D. 1/6 10. P.1/10. V. 6. A. 13 (3/10). 0.19. 

Length of head 6, of caudal fin 5J, height of body 6 in the total 
length. small, behind or in the middle of the length of 

the head. Head about as long as broad and covered with soft skin, 
snout obtuse. Lips not fringed. Occipital process nearly three 
times as long as broad. Barbels — the maxillary reach to the end 
of the head ; nasal barbels nearly to the orbit ; the external man- 
dibular pair longer than the internal, and reaching to the base of 
the pectoral fin. Thoracic adhesive apparatus rather large. Teeth — 
villiform in the jaws, none on the palate. Fins — dorsal fin as high 
as the body, its spine weak, slightly serrated posteriorly, and its 
bony portion rather above half the length of the head; adipose 
dorsal of moderate height, its base being equal to more than that 
of the first dorsal, and to about half the distance between the two 
fins. Pectoral spine rather broad, denticulated internally, smooth 
externally, reaching two thirds of the distance to the base of the 
ventral. Caudal deeply forked. Skin smooth. Caudal pedu7icle — 
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twice as long as high. Colour — chestnut-brown, with a light streak 
along the back, another along the lateral line, and a third near the 
abdominal margin. 

Ecib. Burma, Tenasserim, and I^epal; attaining 12 inches or 
more in length. 

210. (3.) Glyptosternum conirostre. 

Glyptosternum conirostre, Steindachner, Sitzungsh. Ah. JVtss. Wzen^ 
It, Abth. 1867, p. 632, pis. v, vi, figs 2 ; JDag, Fish. India, p. 497, 
pi. cxvi, fig. 6. 

D, 1/6 j 0. P. 1/9. V. 6. A. 11-12 (2/9-10). C. 17. 

Length of head 6|, of caudal fin 5i, height of body 5| in the 
total length. Byes — slightly behind the middle of the length of 
the head, the width of the interorbital space equals one fourth of 
the length of the head. The width of the head equals two thirds 
of its length. Upper jaw the longer; the width of the gape of the 
mouth equals half of the length of the head. Lips not fringed. 
Occipital process three times as long as wide. Barbels — the 
maxillary have broad bases and extend to the middle of the pectoral 
fin ; the nasal, which have a very wide fringe, reach the hinder 
edge of the eye ; the outer mandibular, which are also broad, to 
the gill-openings ; the inner are shorter. Teeth — generic. Fins — 
dorsal as high as the body or rather higher, its spine strong, as long 
as the head behind the nostrils and smooth, serrated posteriorly in 
some specimens ; length of the base of the adipose dorsal exceeding 
that of the rayed fin, and equal to two thirds of the extent of the 
interspace between the two fins. Pectoral reaching neaidy to the 
ventral, the spine strong, as long as that of the dorsal, not striated 
inferiorly, and having about 13 denticulations internally. Ventral 
does not quite reach the anal. Caudal forked. Adhesive apparatus 
in the chest rather broad, horseshoe-shaped, convex in front, with 
a large smooth space inside. Caudal peduncle about as high at 
its base as it is long. Colour — ^brownish, fins yellow, stained with 
black. 

This fish has a considerable similarity to G. pectinopterum, but 
possesses a wider mouth, a narrower head, broader barbels, a 
higher caudal peduncle, and a more elongated adhesive apparatus. 

iTah., Himalayan streams. Specimens from Kapgra have the 
pectoral spine serrated externally. 

211. (4.) Glyptosternum hotium. 

Pimelodus hotius, Earn. Buck. Fish. Ganges, pp. 192, 378. 

Glyptosternum hotia, Bay, Fish. India, p. 49/, pi. cxiii, fig. 4 (see 
synon.). 

B. vi. D. 1/6 1 0. P, 1/8. V. 6. A. 11-12 (2/9-10). 0. 18. 

Length of head 5|, of caudal fin 4|, height of body ^ in the 
total length. pupils transversely oval, small, situated in 

the commencement of the front half of the head ; the width of the 
interorhital space, which is convex, equal to one third of the length 
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of the head* The greatest width of the head equals its length 
excluding the snout. Upper jaw the longer; the width of the 
mouth equals one third of the length of the head. Barbels — eight, 
the maxillarj reach to below the hind edge of the eyes, the nasal 
halfway to the orbits, the mandibular pairs are short. Teeth — 
villiform in the jaws. Fins — dorsal spine smooth, as long as the 
head excluding the snout; length of the base of the adipose 
fin equal to one third of the interspace between the tw^o fins. 
Pectoml reaching two thirds of the distance to the ventral, the 
spine strong, as long as the head excluding the snout, and with 
about tw^enty strong teeth internally. Ventral reaching the anal. 
Caudal deeply lobed, lobes of equal length. Adhesive apparatus 
well-marked. roughened with small spiny tuberosities 

arranged in longitudinal rows all over the body. Free portion of 
the tail twice as long as high at its base. Colour — brownish, 
intermixed with yellow, and blotched with blackish. Fins yellow 
with black marks and spots. 

This fish very closely resembles G. telcliitta^ but has a more 
roughened skin, whilst the profile of the eye is transversely oval. 
Hamilton Buchanan (MSS.) observes of this species in the Eangpur 
district, “ the Bhot Mdgur of the Hharka if possible is still uglier 
(than the Erethistes conia). The people of Bhutan are said to be 
remarkably fond of it, from ^vhence its name is derived. The people 
of Behar will not eat it.’’ 

Hah. It is common at Delhi. Hamilton Buchanan observed 
that it was from the northern rivers of Bengal, and attained 
6 inches in length. 

212. (5.) Crlyptostennun telchitta. 

Pimelodus telchitta, JSam. Buck, Fish. Ganges, pp. 185, 378. 

Glyptosternxim telchitta, Bay, Fish. India, p. 498, pL cxvi, fig. 2 
(see synon,), 

Gooaeherah, Beng. ; TeUiah, Hind. (K. W. P.). 

B. vi. D. 1/6 I 0. P. 1/8. Y. 6. A. 11 (2/9). 0. 17. 

Length of head to 5f, of caudal fin 5f , height of body 7| to 8 in 
the total length. Eyes — small, with, a circular pupil situated in the 
middle of the length or in the commencement of the posterior half 
of the head ; interorbital space flat, its vddth 3^ to 4 in the length of 
the head. The greatest width of the head equals three fourths of 
its length. Upper jaw the longer, the width of the gape of the 
mouth equals one third of the length of the head ; lips not fringed. 
Opercle ends posteriorly in an elongated pointed termination; 
occipital process three times as long as wide at its base. Barbels — 
the nasal very short, the maxillary reach to rather behind the 
posterior edge of the orbit ; the outer mandibular pair reach the 
gill-opening, the internal are shorter. Teeth — generic. Fins — 
dorsal nearly as high as the body, the spine, which is four sevenths 
as long as the head, has a soft continuation, is slightly enveloped 
in skin and entire ; adipose dorsal of moderate height, the extent 
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o£ its base equal to that of the rayed flu, or half that of the inter- 
space between the two fins. Pectoral spine broad, reaching two 
thirds of the distance to the base of the ventral, smooth externally, 
bearing from 13 to 14 teeth internally, and not plaited below. 
Caudal deeply forked. Thoracic adhesive apparatus rather large, 
its plaits nearly longitudinal. Skin everywhere covered with small 
longitudinal elevations, like scales, imbedded in it. Free portion 
of the tail twice as long as high at its base. Colour — blackish- 
brown, fins yellow with black bands ; caudal blackish, with a yellow 
edge. 

Eah. Punjab, N.W. Provinces, Bengal, and Behar. This species 
attains 5 or 6 inches in length. 

213. (6.) GHyptosternum striatum. 

Glyptosternum striatum, MeCleUandy Calc, Jour, N, H, ii, p. 687 ; 
JDay^ Fish, India, p. 498 (see synon,). 

B. vl. D. 1/6 1 0. P. 1/11. V. 6. A. 11 (2/9). C. 15. 

Length of head 4f , of caudal 5, height of body 6 in the total 
length. Eyes — situated in about the middle of the length of the 
head, the width of the interorbital space equal to one third of the 
length of the head. Head nearly as broad as long. Upper jaw 
the longer, the width of the gape of the mouth equals half the 
length of the head. Lips not fringed. Occipital process three 
times as long as wide at its base. Barbels — the ’maxillary reach 
beyond the base of the pectoral fin. Fins — dorsal higher than the 
body, its spine slender, half as long as the head and enveloped in 
skin ; length of the base of the adipose dorsal two thirds of that 
of the interspace between the two fins. Pectoral spine much 
stronger than that of the dorsal, with about twenty fine denticu- 
lations internally and striated along the under surface. Free 
portion of the tail twice as long as high at its base. Colour — 
uniform brown. 

Hal, Khasi hills in Assam; attaining at least 8i inches in 
length. 

214, (7.) Grlyptosternum madraspatanum. 

Glyptosternum madraspatanum, Bay, Jour. L, S, xi, p. 626 ; Fish, 
India, p. 498, pi. cxvi, fig. 4. 

B. vi. B. 1/6 I 0. P, 1/10. y. 6. A. 10-11 (2-3/8-9). 0. 17. 

Length of head 5 to 5J, of caudal 4^ to 4|, height of body 6| 
in the total length. Eyes — small, situated in the middle or the 
commencement of the posterior half of the head, the distance 
between the eyes equals two sevenths of the length of the head. 
The greatest width of the head equals its length behind the front 
nostrils. Upper surface of the head rather rough, upper jaw the 
longer ; the width of the mouth equals two fifths of the length of 
the head; lips not fringed. Occipital process very narrow, four 
times as long as wide at its base. Barbels — ^the maxillary reach 
the base of the pectoral, the nasal two thirds to three fourths of 
the distance to the orbit ; the outer mandibular to the gill- 
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openings, wHlst the internal are a little shorter. Teeth — generic. 
Fins — ^dorsal spine rather strong, not enveloped in skin, serrated 
posteriorly, and in some specimens anteriorly in its upper third. 
It is as long as the head behind the angle o£ the mouth ; base o£ 
adipose leather longer than that of the rayed dorsal fin. Pectoral 
almost reaches the \’entral, pectoral spine not plaited, moderately 
strong and three fourths as long as the head. Gaudal ^edmxde — 
half as high as long. Skin smooth. Colour — ^yellowish, with 
dark bands; fins also yellow, with black bands. Air-hladcler — 
apparently absent. 

Hob. Bhavani river at the foot of the iN'ilgiri hills, where I 
obtained 16 specimens up to 5 inches in length, 

216. (8.) Glyptosternum pectinoptemm. 

Glyptosteraum pectinopterum, McClelland, Calc. Jour. N. M. ii, 
p. 687 ; Bay, Fish. India, p. 499, pi. cxvi, fig. 6 (see synon.). 

Juppah, Punjabi (at Cliiimba) ; Ktmg’-grare, Punj. in Beas R., if small, 
Kuggar, if large ; No-xcoo, Punj. at Kangra. 

B.x. D4 I 0. P.1/8-9. V.6. A. 9-11 (J^). 0.17. Vert. 15-17.^ 

Length of head 4| to 6, of caudal 5| to 6. height of body 6 in 
the total length. Eyes — in the middle of the length of the head, 
the width of the interorbital space equals 3f in the length of the 
head. The width of the head nearly or quite equals its length. 
Upper jaw the longer, the width of the gape of the mouth 2| to 3 
in the length of the head. Lips not fringed. Occipital process 
three times as long as wide at its base. Barbels — the maxillary 
extend nearly to the middle of the pectoral fin ; the nasal reach 
the orbit ; the outer mandibular to the base of the pectoral, whilst 
the inner are rather shorter. Teeth — generic. Fhis — dorsal 
nearly as high as the body, the spine rather slender, and more 
than half as long as the head ; in many specimens up to three or 
four inches in length the soft termination of the spine is continuous 
with it, and on bending it appears as if there were numerous 
points anteriorly, this appearance is usually lost in the adult fish ; 
base of the adipose dorsal rather longer than that of the rayed fin 
and equal to four fifths of the interspace between the two fins. 
Pectoral extends three fifths of the distance to the ventral; 
pectoral spine flattened, strong, as long as the head excluding the 
snout, and having coarse denticulations internally. The outer 
rays of the ventral and pectoral are plaited inferiorly; this 
appearance is usually lost in specimens preserved in spirit unless 
the alcohol was very strong at the commencement. OaxMlal 
peduncle-- third to twice as long as high at its base. Adhesive 
apparatus well marked. Colour — uniform brown, with a yellowish 
mark along the back ; fins yellow, stained with black. Air-bladder — 
in two lateral portions, partially enclosed in bony capsules formed 
by a trumpet-shaped process from the anterior vertebra. 

Hal. Himalayas throughout the Punjab, and at Hangra, Simla, 
and Darjeeling. 
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216. (9.) G^lyptosteruum cavia. 

Pimelodus cavia, Ham. Buck. Msh Ganges^ pp. 188, 378. 

Glyptosterniim cavia, Bay, Fish. Indian p. 499 (see synon.). 

Kanya tenggara^ Hind. 

D.l/6|0. P.1/8. Y. 6. A. 9(3/6). 0.17. 

It is flattened before, conical behind, and all its upper parts 
are scabrous from elevated spots.” “Head very large, a good 
deal flattened, blunt, and covered above with bony plates, forming 
various ridges.” Tipper jaw the longer. Barbels — nasal very 
short, the maxillary as long as the head, the two mandibular pairs 
shorter. Teeth — none on the palate. Fins — dorsal spine blunt, 
rough, but not serrated on the anterior surface ; adipose fin small 
and rough ; pectoral spine serrated on both edges ; lower caudal 
lobe the longer. doZowr— “ lurid, and the back is variegated with 
brown dots, collected into cloud-like marks, while the sides have a 
gloss like silver, changing into the hue of copper. The abdomen 
is of a dirty livid appearance. Across the tail are two transverse 
bars, and on the tail-fin a third, all of which have fewer dots than 
the adjacent parts. The eyes are white.” 

* Hah. Eivers of Northern Bengal, where this fish attains about 
6 inches in length. 

29. Q-enus ETOLYPTOSTERNIJM:, Bleeker. 

Syn. Aelyptostenorij Bleeker. 

Dorsal profile nearly horizontal ; head covered with soft skin. 
Q-ill-openings rather wide ; the gill-membranes confluent with the 
skin of the isthmus, but with a free posterior margin. Mouth 
transverse, upper jaw the longer. Eyes small, subcutaneous. 
Nostrils close together, separated by a barbel. Barbels eight. 
Teeth villiform in the jaws and on the palate. Dorsal fin with a 
spine and^ six rays ; an adipose dorsal present. Pectorals hori- 
zontal, with an adhesive apparatus on the chest formed by 
longitudinal plaits of skin. Anal short (11 to 13 rays), not 
continuous with the caudal, which is forked. Yentrals situated 
behind the dorsal, and consisting of six rays. Air-hladcler in two 
lateral portions, enclosed in bone. 

Geographical JDistrihution. Biver Coic near Aleppo, Dpper 
Assam, and the Jumna river. 

217. (1.) Euglyptostermim lineatum. (Fig. 73.) 

Euglyptostemum lineatum, Bay, Fish. India, p. 500, pi. cxvi, fig:. 7. 

B. 1/6 I 0. P. 1/10. y. 6. A. 12-13 (3/9-10). 0. 17. 

Length of head 4|, of caudal 5| to 6, height of body 6 to 7 in 
the total length, ^es — small, situated about 2 diameters behind 
or else in the middle of the length of the head, the width of the 
interorhital space one fourth of the length of the head. Head 
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rather flattened, its greatest width equals its length behind the 
nostrils. Upper jaw the longer, the width of the gape of the 
mouth equals half the length of the head. Lips smooth. Occi- 
pital process three times as long as wide at its base. Barbels — 
the nasal nearly reach to the orbit ,* the maxillary pair are as long 
as the head, the outer mandibular reach the gill-opening, the inner 
are shorter. Teeth — yilliform in the jaws, and in one large patch 




extending across Ihe palate, and so closely approximating to the 
premaxillary teeth that they appear like a single large band. 
Adhesive apparatus on the thorax distinct. Fins — the dorsal as 
high as the body; its spine strong,- entire, and about half the 
length of the head ,* adipose dorsal of moderate height, the length 
of its base equalling that of the rayed fin, or half the interspace 
between the two fins. Pectoral spine very strong, smooth ex- 
ternally, denticulated internally with about 9 or 10 teeth, and 
reaching two thirds of the distance to the base of the ventral. 
Caudal deeply forked. Skin smooth. Caudal ‘peduncle — twice as long 
as high. Colour — brown, with a narrow light band along the side. 

Hah, The Jumna river, and also near Sadiya ni Upper Assam ; 
growing to 12*5 inches in length. 

30. Genus EEETHISTES% Muller and Troschel. 

Syn. HarUj Blyth. 

Head osseous above, somewhat depressed. Mouth small, sub- 


* See P. A, S. B. 1872, p. 122, “ On the identity of the Siluroid Genera 
Erethistes and Ham” by Francis Day. 
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inferior ; besides the occipital and bumero-cubital processes there is 
a strong scapular one, none of the processes are covered by skin, 
Grili-openings narrow, the membranes being confluent ^ with^ the 
skin of the isthmus. Eyes small, without a free orbital edge. 
Nostrils close together, separated by a small barbel. Barbels 
eight, the maxillary with broad bases. Yilliform teeth in the jaws ; 
palate edentulous. First dorsal fin arising slightly in front of the 
ventrals, having a serrated spine and five or six branched rays : 
adipose dorsal present. Ventral with six rays. Pectoral with a 
serrated spine. Air-bladder not enclosed in bone. 

Geograjphical Bistrlhution. From the Mahanadi river in the 
West to the Salween in British Burma. This genus extends inland 
to the Mor river at Beerbhoom in Bengal, to Assam (where in the 
Brahmaputra and waters in its vicinity the finest specimens are 
procured), and also as high as Mandalay in Upper Burma. It has 
been reported from Chusan by McClelland. 

Synojms of Indian Bj^ecies, 

Blunt spiny ossicles in the skin. Serrations on 
outer edge of pectoral spine, directed alter- 
nately forwards and backwards. No elongate 

caudal ray 1. p, 204. 

Sldn tuberculate. Serrations on outer edge of 
pectoral spine directed backwards, upper 

caudal ray elongate 2. E, conta, p. 205, 

Skin smooth. Serrations on outer edge of pectoral 
spine directed backwards. Spine elongated. 

No prolonged caudal ray 3. E,jerdonij p. 200. 

Skin tuberculate. Head in the total length, 

Dorsal spine serrated on both edges. Both 

caudal lobes elongated 4t. E, elongatus^ p. 207, 

218. (1.) Erethistes hara. (Fig. 74.) 

Pimelodus hara, Ham. Buck. Fish. Ganges^ pp. 190, 378. 

Erethistes hara. Bay. Fish, India, p, 452, pi. cii, fig 1 (adult), fig. 2 
(half-grown) (see synon.). 

Nga-hymik’-^ah, Burmese, 

D. 1/6 1 0. P. 1/6, Y. 6, A. 10-11 (3/7-8). 0. 15. 

Length of head 4 to 4|, of caudal 5, height of body 4^ to 5 in 
the total length. Fycs — diameter about 10 in the length of head, 
situated in the commencement of the hind half of the head, 3 
diameters apart. The greatest width of the head equals its length, 
and one third or a fourth more than its height. Upper jaw 
slightly the longer, the width of the mouth equal to one third of 
the length of the head. A semilunar subcutaneous bone surrounds 
the anterior and lower margins of the nasal orifices, which are close 
together but divided by a barbel. Median longitudinal groove on 
the head shallow and reaching to opposite the hind edge of the eye 
Occipital process from twice in the adult to about three times in 
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the young as long as it is wide at its base ; humero-eubital process 
elongated and rugose, having two rounded osseous projections 
postoiorly; between the humero-eubital and occipital processes 
is a third intermediate one, the scapular, directed somewhat down- 
wards ; the basal bone of the dorsal fin considerably dilated 
externally. Barbels — the nasal slibrt, the maxillary reach the base 
of the pectoral fin, the’ mandibular arise on a transverse line, the 
external reach the gill-openings, whilst the internal are shorter. 
Teeth — none on the palate. Fim — dorsal spine stout, from three 
fourths to nearly as long as the head (in the adult comparatively 
longest, as is also the pectoral spine), serrated posteriorly, and 
sometimes rugose anteriorly ; length of the base of the adipose 
dorsal four sevenths of that of the rayed fin, and equal to the length 
of the interspace between the two fins : the adipose fin is one third 
longer than high. Pectoral spine from as long as, to one fourth 



Pig. 74 . — Erethistes hara, 

longer than, the head, strong, flattened, denticulated internally and 
serrated externally, each alternate tooth (in many, especially small 
specimens) being &ected anteriorly or posteriorly ; the pectoral fin 
reaches the ventral, and the latter the anal, this last being highest 
anteriorly. Caudal forked. — covered with small, pointed 

elevations, which in the posterior part of the body are arranged in 
parallel lines, they are also seen on the cheeks. When the fish is 
captured the secretion from each of these orifices forms over it 
a rounded incrustation, causing the skin to appear tuberculated. 
Air-bladder — large and not enclosed in bone. Golour — yellowish 
brown, banded or blotched darker ; fins with black bands or mark- 
ings ; all the barbels annulated with black. 

Rah. Rivers and contiguous pieces of water, from Orissa, through 
Bengal, Assam, and Burma ; attaining at least 5| inches in length. 
Specimens from the T7aga hills are more deeply coloured, and the 
under surface of the chest is covered with the oiufices of numerous 
glands. 

219, (2.) Erethistes conta. 

Pimelodus conta, Ram, Buck, Fish, Ganges^ pp. 191, 878. 

Erethistes conta, Fish. India, p. 458, pi. cii, fig. 4 (see synon.). 

Nga-that-to (Upper Burma) ; Nga-houh-thwa (Bassein), Burmese. 
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J}. 1/6 I 0. P. 1/6. Y. 6. A. 11 (3/8). 0. 17. 

Length of head 5, of caudal 4|, height of body 4| in the total 
length (excluding the filamentous prolongation of the upper lobe of 
the caudal fin). Eyes — situated slightly behind the middle of the 
length of the head, diameter 8 in the length of the head, and 
diameters apart. The greatest width of the head rather less than its 
length. Upper jaw slightly the longer, median longitudinal groove 
on the head rather deep and extending to the base of the occipital pro- 
cess, which latter is three times as long as wide at its base ; humero- 
cubital process elongated, rough, and with two rounded osseous 
projections posteriorly ; between the humero-cubital and occipital 
process is a third intermediate one, the scapular, directed some- 
what do w wards ; basal bone of the dorsal fin not dilated externally. 
Barbds — the nasal short, the maxillary as long as the head, the 
mandibular, which arise on a transverse line, shorter. Elm — 
dorsal spine strong, nearly as long as the head, rugose anteriorly, 
denticulated posteriorly ; length of the base of the adipose dorsal 
equal to that of the Arst dorsal fin, or the interspace between the 
two fins ; the adipose fin is one third as high as long. Pectoral 
spine rather shorter than the head, denticulated internally, and 
with backwardly directed serrations externally. Caudal forked, 
its upper lobe having a filamentous prolongation. Blcm — covered 
with smooth tubercles, most of which are on a rounded base. 
Colour — as in E, hara^ except that the mandibular barbels do not 
appear ever to be annulated with black, and sometimes even the 
maxillary pair are destitute of colour. 

Hal, Eastern Bengal, Assam, Burma as far as the Tenasserim 
provinces, whence Majpr Berdmore sent 5 or 6 specimens to the 
Calcutta Museum. This species is found as high up the Irrawaddy 
as Prome, and I have also taken it at Bassein. 

220. (3.) Erethistes jerdoni. 

Hara jerdoni, Day, J. A, S, B. xxxix, 1870, pt. 2, p. 89. 

Erethistes jerdoni, Day, Fish, India, p. 453, pi. cii, fig. 3 (see synon.). 

D. 1/5 1 0. P. 1/6. Y. 6. A. 10. 0. 12. 

Length of head Sf, of caudal 6, height of body 4 in the total 
length. Eyes — ^in the anterior half of the head, 3 diameters from 
end of snout. Head one half wider than high opposite the opercles. 
Median longitudinal groove extends nearly to the base of the 
occipital process, where it terminates in a small depression. Oc- 
cipital process half longer than wide at its base \ cubito-humeral 
process of an elongated triangular shape, having two prominent 
ossicles posterior to it ; between these two processes is a third. 
Barbels — ^the maxillary reach the gill-opening, the others are 
shorter. Fins — dorsal spine half as long as the head, serrated 
posteriorly ; the length of the base of the adipose dorsal is two 
thirds of that of the rayed fin. Pectoral spine flattened and rather 
longer than the distance between the suout and the base of the 
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dorsal fin ; when laid flat it reaches as far as the posterior end of 
the ventrals, it has 12 strong deiiticulations internally, 26 smaller 
ones, directed backwards, externally. All the caudal rays elongate, 
outer rays not produced. Skin — smooth. Colour — brownish, iiTe- 
gularly banded, barbels annulated with black. 

Eai, Sylhet district, growing to at least 1*5 inches in length. 


22L (A.) Erathistes elongatus, 

Hara elongata. Bay, P. Z. S. 1871, p. 7d4. 

Erethistes elongata, Bay, FisK India, p. 468, pi. cii fig. 5. 

E. 1/6 [ 0. P. 1/6.- ■ Y. 6. ' A. 10 (3/7). C. 17. 

Length of head 6|, of caudal 4, height of body 7 in the total 
length. Eyes — small, situated in the posterior half of the head. 
Occipital process three times as long as it is wide at its base. The 
scapular and cubito-humeral processes well developed, the last 
having an oval ossicle posterior to it. Fins — dorsal spine stout, 
as long as the liead, anteriorly strongly denticulated, the teeth 
being directed downwards, also slightly serrated posteriorly. 
Pectoral spme one fourth longer than that of the dorsal and 
serrated on both edges, most strongly internally. Ventral ex- 
tending two thirds of the distance to the anal; caudal deeply 
forked, its outer rays being prolonged. Skin — covered with 
tubular pores. Colour — brownish, banded with darker ; fins yellow 
with black bands, 

Eah, ITaga Hills, whence a single specimen was procured. 


31, G-enus GrAGrATA, Bleeker. 

Syn. Batado, pt., Bly th ; Callomystaoc, Gunther. 

Branchiostegals five to se^ en. Gill-openings rather narrow, the 
gill-membranes being confluent with the skin of the isthmus. 
Thorax smooth. Upper surface of the head with sharp longitu- 
dinal ridges, and covered by thin skin. Eyes subcutaneous. 
Snout overhanging the mouth. Nostrils close together, the 
anterior rounded, the posterior provided with a valve and usually 
with a barbel. Barbels eight, one pair nasal (sometimes rudi- 
mentary), one maxillary, and two mandibular pairs arising on a 
transverse line behind the chin, and usually with stiff bases. 
Yilliform teeth in jaws ; palate edentulous. Eirst dorsal with one 
spine and six or seven rays ; adipose of moderate length. Pectoral 
spine strong. Ventral with six rays and situated farther back 
than the dorsal fin. Anal with a moderate (11-16) number of 
rays. Caudal forked. Air-bladder in two rounded portions, each 
of which is enclosed in an osseous cup. 

Geograjyhical Bistrihution, Eivers of Sind, India (except Madras), 
and Burma. 
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Synojpsis of Indian Species, 


D. A. 14-16. Six ’barbels and a rudimentary 
nasal pair. Copper coloured, witli dark 
blotches and banded fins in the young ; dull 

grey, with black fins in the adult 

D, <J, A. 12-14. Eight barbels. Copper 

coloured with dark ‘blotches 

D. A. 16. Eight barbels. Body with two 

dotted stripes 

D. A. 14, Eight barbels. A dark blotch 
above the pectoral fin, another on the crown 
of the head. Dorsal and caudal dotted, 
edges nearly black 


1. G. cenittf p. 208. 

2. 6r. itcliheea, p. 209. 

3. G^ hatasioj p. 209. 


4. G, tengana^ p. 210. 


222. (1.) Gagata cenia. (Pig. 75.) 

Pimelodus gagata, lEam. Buch,Fi8k,Gange8^ pp. 197, 379, pi. 39, fig. 65. 
Pimelodus cenia, JSam, Buck, h c. p. 174, pi. 31, fig. 57. 

Gagata cenia, Bay, Fish, India, p. 492, pi. cxv, figs. 4 (adult), 5 
(young) (see synon.). 

Jmgla, Bengali; Cenia, Sind; Nga-nanfoimg, Burmese; Buttah 
cJiettah, Ooriah. 

B.v-vi. D.l/6|0. P.1/9. V. 6. A. 14-16(3-4/11-12). C.19. 

Length of head 4| to 5, of caudal 4| to 5, height of body 5 to 7 
in the total length. Eyes — diameter 4 to 4| in the length of 
head (3 in the young), 1 to 1| diameters from the end of snout, 
and 1 apart. Head one fourth higher than wide ; snout some- 
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what compressed, overhanging the mouth. The median longitu- 
dinal groove on the head deep, and extending to the posterior end 
of the occipital process, which is narrow and almost touches the 
basal bone of the dorsal fin. Barbels — ^nasal rudimentary ; the 
maxillary pair reach to the base of the pectoral spine, or a little 
more ; the two mandibular pairs arise on a transverse line across 
the chin, the outer are half as long as the head. jPtns---the dorsal 
higher than the body, its first two rays being the longest, spine 
moderately strong, as long as, to one fourth longer than, the head ; 
it is serrated anteriorly in its upper fourth in the young. Pectoral 
reaches to above the ventral ; the spine is stronger, longer or 
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shorter than that of the dorsal, strongly denticulated internally, 
serrated externally in its outer fourth. Base of the adipose dorsal 
as long as that of the ra^^ed fin. Air-Uadder — in two lateral portions, 
enclosed in bony capsules. Golour — dull grey, the outer two 
thirds of the pectoral, the outer halves of both dorsals, ventral and 
anal black ; caudal whitish. The young are of a yellowish-bronze 
colour, becoming silvery on the abdomen; they have three dark 
bands over the head, and four more over the back, descending as 
low as the lateral line. Caudal with a semilunar black band, or a 
black blotch on each lobe ; a dark mark across the dorsal fin. 

Hah. Eivers of Bengal and Orissa, the Jumna, Ganges, and 
Indus, also Burma; attaining a foot in length. 

223. (2.) Gagata itchkeea. 

Phractocephalus itchkeea, SyTces^ Tr. Z, S. ii, p. 373, t. 67, fig. 1. 

Gagata itchkeea, Hay, Fisk. India, p. 492, pi. cxv, fig. 6 (see 
synon.), 

D. 1/6 1 0. P. 1/8. Y. 6. A. 12-14 (3-4/9-10). C. 19. 

Length of head 5, of caudal fin 4J, height of body 6 in the total 
length. Fyes—dmneter 3 in the length of head, 1 diameter from 
the end of snout, and the same apart. Snout overhanging the 
mouth. Median longitudinal groove on the head reaching to the 
base of the occipital process ; a lateral process proceeds from the 
occiput, curving rather outwards and downwards ; the process at 
the shoulder pointed, and as long as the head exdluding the snout. 
Barbels — ^the nasal reach to the front third of the eye, the maxil- 
lary to the middle of the pectoral spine, whilst the two mandibular 
pairs (which arise on a transverse line behind the lower lip) are 
longer than the head. Teeth — ^villiform in jaws; none on the 
palate. dorsal spine smooth, as long as the head posterior 

to the nostrils ; pectoral spine equally long and denticulated inter- 
nally. Air-bladder — ^in a lobe on either side, bounded superiorly 
and partly laterally by the auditory ossicles. Colour — yellowish 
bronze, becoming silvery on the sides and abdomen ; some dark 
blotches along the back descending to halfway down the sides. 
A black blotch on either lobe of the caudal, and another on the 
dorsal fin. 

Hah. Eivers of the Deccan. This appears to be a small species. 


224. (3.) Gagata batasio. 


Pimelodus batasio. Ham. Buck. Fisk. Ganges, pp. 179, 377. 

Gagata batasio, Hay, Fisk. India, p. 493, pi. xeix, fig. 5 (see synon.). 


D. 1/7 I 0. B. 1/?. Y. 6. A. 16, 0. 20. 

Head small, as is also the mouth. Eyes — small and high u 
EarSeZ®— eight, shorter than the head. Fins — dorsal spi^ 



210 


TELEOSTEI. — PHYSOSTOMI. 


©ntire ; psctoral spin© strong and serrated internally ; ^ caudal 
lobed. body diapbanous, having along either side two 

stripes spotted with black. 

Judging from tbe mandibular barbels and general structure of 
this fish, it would appear to be a Qagatci^ whilst it is observed 
“ there is no slit under the throat/’ 

Hal, Eiver Teesta : attaining 3 inches in length. 

225. (4.) Gagata tengana. 

Pimelodus tengana, Ham, Buck, Fish, Ganges^ pp. 176, 377, pi. xxxix, 
fig. 58. 

Gagata tengana, Day, Fish, India, p. 493 (see synon.). 

B. vi. D. 1/7 I 0. P. 1/8. V. 6. A. 14 (4/10). 0. 15. 

Length of head 4, of caudal fin 4, and height of body 4 in the 
total length. Fges — of moderate size, -situated nearer to the snout 
than to the posterior end of the opercle. Back rather prominent. 
Width of the head equal to its height, or to its length excluding 
the snout. Mouth small, upper jaw slightly the longer. Median 
longitudinal groove on the head lanceolate and extending to the 
base of the occipital process, which is twice as long as it is wide at 
the base, and reaches the basal bone of the dorsal fin. Barlels — 
the nasal reach the hind edge of the orbit, and all the remainder 
are shorter than the head. Fins — ^the first dorsal cut obliquely, 
its spine smooth. Pectoral spine serrated internally. Colour — 
body diaphanous,' having a gloss of gold on the sides. On the back 
are many black dots which are collected into a blotch above the 
pectoral fin, and another blotch exists on the crown of the head. 
Dorsal and caudal fins dotted, edges nearly black. 

This fish, which is found in Assam, agrees with G, cenia except 
that the nasal barbels are described and shown as being much 
longer, and the colour differs. 

Hah, Brahmaputra river ; attaining to about 3 inches in length. 


32. Genus NAISTGRA, Day. 

Branchiostegals five or six. GiU-openings rather wide, and not 
adherent or only slightly adherent to the skin of the isthmus. 
Thorax smooth. Upper surface of the head with sharp longitu- 
dinal ridges and covered by thin skin. Eyes subcutaneous. Snout 
overhanging the mouth, which is transverse. ISTostrils close to- 
gether, the anterior rounded, the posterior with a barbel. Barbels 
eight — one pah nasal (which may be rudimentary), one maxillary 
and two mandibular pairs, the inner of which last are anterior to 
the external pair. Villiform teeth in jaws; palate edentulous. 
Pirst dorsal fin with one spine and six to eight rays ; adipose of 
'SfiJJloderate length. A pectoral spine. Ventral with six rays situ- 
reacfi^aEther back than the dorsal. Anal with a moderate number 
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of rajs ( 10 - 12 ). Caudal forked. Air-bladder in two rounded 
portions each of which is enclosed in bone. 

GeograpJiioal Distribution, Small fishes found in the Indus, 
Jumna, Ganges, and Bengal rivers. 

This genus differs from Gagata in its barbels not being placed 
in a transverse line behind the chin ; and in its gill-membranes 
not being confluent with a broad isthmus but rather deeply notched. 
It is allied in some respects to Maerones^ but has no teeth on the 
palate, whilst its air-bladder is enclosed in bone. 

Synopsis of Indian Species, 

D. A. 10-11. Muddy colour 1. Ai huchanani, p. 211. 

D. J-, A. 11-12. Coppery, glossed with gold 

and having blacfi blotches 2 . AI punctata j p. 212. 

D. I, A. 11. Two greenish bands descend 

from the back 3. A. viridescens, p. 212. 

226. (1.) Nangra buchanani. 

Pinielodus nangra, Ham, JBuch, Fish, Ganges, pp. 193, 378, pi. xi, 
tig. 63. 

Nangra buchanani. Day, Fish, India, p. 494, pi. cxiii, fig. 3 (see 

SJTLOn.). 

D. 1/8 I 0. P. 1/9. V. 6. A. 10-11 (2-3/8-9). 0. 17. 

Length of head and caudal fin from 4| to 5, height of body 6 in 
the total length. Eyes — rather high up, in the anterior half of 
the head and covered with skin, I 5 diameters from the end of 
snout. The greatest width of the head equals its length excluding 
the snout, tipper jaw considerably the longer, snout rather de- 
pressed, mouth wide. Median longitudinal groove deep, ex- 
tending to the occipital process up which it is continued; the 
occipital process three times longer than wide at its base and 
extending to the basal bone of the dorsal fin. Barbels — ^the nasal 
longer than the head, the maxillary reach the vent, or even the end 
of the anal fin, the outer mandibular the base of the ventral 
and the inner (which arise farther forward than the outer pair) 
the base of the pectoral. Teeth — ^none on the palate. Fins — 
dorsal spine weak and entire, half as long as the head in the 
very young, longer in larger specimens ; the length of the base of 
the adipose dorsal equals that of the anal, or the interspace 
between the commencement of the adipose and the end of the base 
of the rayed fin; pectoral spine moderately strong, with nine 
coarse denticulations internally, and as long as the head without 
the snout ; caudal deeply forked, lobes of equal length and pointed. 
AirFladder — ^in two oval portions, each of which is enclosed in a 
thin bony capsule which has a round orifice on the outer side. 
Colour — ^muddy, with three indistinct vertical greenish half- 
bands. 

Hah, Ganges, Jumna, and Indus ; attaining two inche^mjm0^ 
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227. (2.) Nangra punctata. (Fig. 76.) 

Nangra punctata; Bay, Fish India, p. 494, pi. cxv, fig. 8. 

B. V. B. 1/6 I 0. P. 1/8. V. 6. A. 11-12 (3-4/8). 0. 18. 

Length of head 4, of caudal 5|, height of body 6 J in the total 
length. Eyes — diameter 4| in the length of head, IJ diameters 
from the end of snout, and 1| apart. The greatest width of the 
head is equal to its length behind the angle of the mouth. Snout 
compressed, overhanging the mouth, which is transverse. Gill- 



Fig. punctata. 


openings rather wide, the sMn not confluent with that of the 
isthmus. The median longitudinal groove on the head deep, with 
raised sides, extending to the base of occipital process, w^hich is 
four times as long as wide, and almost reaches the basal bone. 
Osseous processes from back of skull and above base of pectoral 
fin well developed. Barbels — the maxillary reach the base of the 
pectoral spine ; the mandibular are shorter than the head, the 
internal pair placed anterior to the external pair. The nasal 
pair are rudimentary or wanting Teeth— those in the upper jaw 
placed in front of those in the lower jaw. Fins — dorsal spine 
strong, smooth, half as long as the head. Pectoral spine very 
strong, as long as the head behind the angle of the mouth, and 
with about twelve dentieulations internally ; it is roughened in its 
lower half externally. Colour — coppery, glossed with gold on the 
sides ; a black blotch on the occiput, and three or four along the 
back descending halfway down the sides. A black band on the 
dorsal, and some black markings on the caudal. 

This fish in appearance is very similar to the young of Oaaata 
cenia, but may be at once recognized by the position of the barbels 
and the broader head. 

Hob, The Sone river at Beerbhoom, in Bengal. 


228. (3.) Nangra yiridescens. 

Pimelodus viridescens, mm. Buck. Fish Ganges, nn. 173 377 
pi. XI, tig. 56. ' ^ f U//, 

^an^^^viridescens; Bay, Fish India, p. 494, pi. cxv, fig. 7 (see 
Huddah, Hind. 


^ D. 1/6 I 0. P. 1/8. V. 6. A. 11 (2/9). C. 21. 
Lesgt^of head 4 to 4^, of caudal 5, height of body 6 in the 
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total length. Eyes — diameter 4 in the length of the head, IJ 
diameters from the end of snout, and 1 apart. The greatest width 
of the head equals its length behind the angle of the mouth. 
Snout overhanging the mouth, which is transverse. Gill-openings 
wide, the membranes being notched. Median longitudinal groove 
on the head deep, having raised edges, and reaching the base of the 
occipital process, which latter is three times as long as wide, and 
does not quite reach the basal bone. Osseous processes from 
occiput and over base of pectoral fin well developed. Barbels — 
the maxillary reach the root of the pectoral spines the inner 
mandibular pair are anterior to the external pair. Teeth — ^none 
on the palate. Fins — dorsal spine strong, smooth, and half as long 
as the head. Pectoral spine strong, externally rough in its lower 
half, denticulated internally. Colour — ^glossy greenish brown on 
the back, with two very light green bands, passing one from the 
base of each dorsal fin to the middle of the depth of the body. A 
dark band on the dorsal fin, and spots on either lobe of the caudal. 
Bah, Eivers of Northern Bengal, not uncommon in the Jumna 
at Delhi, and also found at Poona in the Deccan. 


Family IV. CYPEINIDiE. 

Branchiostegals three ; pseudobranchise generally present. Body 
oblong or elongate ; abdomen usually rounded, but, if compressed 
and cutting, destitute of ossicles. Margin of the upper jaw 
formed by the premaxillaries. Opercles in four pieces. Mouth 
toothless, but from one to three rows of teeth in the inferior 
pharyngeal bones, which latter are strong, free, and parallel to the 
branchial arches. A single, rayed dorsal fin. Head scaleless; 
body scaled or scaleiess, never covered by osseous plates. No 
“ cul-de-sac ” to the stomach, nor pyloric appendages. Air-bladder, 
if present, large; it may be divided into tw^o lateral portions 
partially or entirely enclosed in a bony capsule (Cohitidince) ; or 
by a constriction into an anterior and posterior portion, neither of 
which is enclosed by bone {Gy;prinince), 

GeograjpMcal Distribution, Presh waters of the Old World and 
North America. 

Carps {Cyprinidce) are well represented in the fresh waters and 
estuaries ot India, Ceylon, and Burma, as they and the Bilundcs 
compose the great mass of fish residing there, especially if we omit 
the migratory Qlupeidoe, Whereas Silurbids, as a rule, appear to 
prefer muddy water, carps thrive best in those which are clear ; still 
many species of this family obtain their subsistence in dirty waters, 
for which purpose their barbels may prove of considerable assistance. 
There are few members of this family which are such foul feeders 
as the Siluroids, consequently carps may be deemed more whole- 
some and would be greatly preferable as food were it not for the 
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numerous bones with wbich they are provided. INTatives, however, 
do not seem to object much to this, and as these fish are very 
abundant in places, they enter largely into the diet of the 
indigenous population. 

Indian carps do not appear to restrict themselves so much to a 
vegetable diet as do those in Europe. Those which prey upon 
their neighbours, as might be anticipated, are largely represented ; 
whilst those small forms that were apparently produced to be 
preyed upon are the most prolific. 

Synopsis of Indian Subfamilies. 

Air-bladder enclosed partially or entirely in a bony 

capsule Cobitidince. 

Air-bladder not enclosed in bone, and sometimes 

absent Gyprinince. 


A. Subfamily COBITIDINAE. 

PseudobranchisB absent. Body elongate, oblong, compressed, or 
cylindrical, but never depressed. Snout and lips fleshy. Mouth 
small, inferior, and furnished with from six to twelve barbels. 
Pharyngeal teeth few, and in one row. Vertical fins spineless. 
Dorsal fin with a varying number of rays (8-30) ; anal with few 
(7-8) ; ventrals present or absent. Scales small and cycloid when 
present, and usually immersed in mucus ; rarely present on the 
head^. Lateral line single. Air-bladder entirely or partially 
enclosed in a bony capsule. 

GeograpMccd Distribution, Loaches are found in tanks and rivers 
throughout the hills and plains of India and Burma, but apparently 
are absent from the Andaman Islands. These fish are mostly 
taken by baling out tanks commencing to dry up, but as they move 
about in the mud, they are usually difficult to capture. 


Synopsis of Indian Genera. 

A. An erectile spine near the orbit. 

Barbels 6 to 8 ; 4 rostral, 2 maxUlary, and 
sometimes 2 mandibular. Spine 
suborbital. Dorsal fin (10 to 15 
rays) commencing before the ven- 
tral; caudal forked 1. Botia. 

Barbels 8; 2 mandibular. Spine before 

the orbit. Dorsal fin (12 rays) oppo- 
site the ventrals ; caudal forked 2. Acanthopsis. 


* L^do^halwUhys ias scales upon its sub- and post-orbital regions as 
wcU as on the upper portion of the operdes. «gions, as 
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Barbels 6 ; none on mandibles. Eyes pro- 
minent. Spine suborbital. Dorsal 
fin (10 rays) commences slightly 
bebindtbeventralSj- caudal entire. , 3 , Somileptes. 

Barbels 8 or more 5 4 rostral, 2 maxillary, 
tbe rest mandibular. Spine sub- 
orbital. Dorsal fin short, commenc- 
ing nearly opposite the ventrals^ 
caudal entire or slightly emarginate. 

Scales on the head 4. Lepidocephaeichthys. 

Barbels 6; 1 rostral and 2 maxillary 
pairs. Spine suborbital. Dorsal fin 
short, in the last third of the body, 

but before the anal j ventrals present. 6. Acanthophthalmus. 

Barbels 8 ; 1 rostral, 2 maxillary, and 1 
mandibular pairs. Spine suborbital. 

Dorsal fin short (8 rays), in the last 
third of the body, but before the 
anal ; no ventrals 6, Aptta. 

Barbels 8, 2 being mandibular. Spine 
suborbital. Dorsal fin long (30 rays), 
commencing before tbe ventral .... 7 . Jerdonia. 


B. No erectile spine near the orbit. 

Barbels 6 ; 2 pairs rostral, 1 maxillary. 

Snout elongate. Eyes elevated. 

Dorsal fin of moderate length (13 
rays), above the ventrals; caudal 

forked 8. Nemachilichthys. 

Barbels G ; 2 pairs rostral, 1 maxillary. 

Dorsal of moderate length or short 
(8 to 17 rays), commencing opposite 
the ventrals 9. Nemachiltjs. 


1 . Genus BOIIA, Gray. 

Syn. Bjymmo^hym and Schistura, McClelland; Diacanthm, Swainson; 
Syncrosms^ Blyth. 

Body oblong, compressed, mtb the dorsal profile more or less 
elevated. Eye with a free, circular eyehd. Barbels six to eight ; 
four on the snout united at their bases, two on the upper jaw ; 
when there are eight the extra pair are on the mandibles. A bifid, 
erectile, suborbital spine present. Dorsal fin commencing before 
the root of the ventral ; caudal forked. No scales on the head. Air- 
bladder in two divisions, the anterior partially enclosed in a bony 
capsule, whilst the posterior portion is free in the abdominal cavity. 

Qeogra;phical Bistrihution, Eound throughout the valley of the 
Ganges, the Sind hills, the Himalayas, Assam, and Burma to the 
Malay Archipelago. 
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Synoj^sis of Indian Sjpecies, 


D, 15. A. 7. Barbels 6 .... 
D. 12-13. A. 7-8. Barbels 8 
D. 12. A. 7. Barbels 8 .... 
D. 11-12. A. 7-8. Barbels 8 
D. 13-15. A. 7. Barbels 8.. 
D. 10. A. 7. Barbels 8 .... 


1. j5. nehtdosa, p. 216. 

2. B. dario, p. 216. 

3. J?. getOf p. 216. 

4. J?. almorhcB, p. 217, 

b, B. herdmorei, p. 217. 

6. histrionica, p, 218. 


229. (1.) Botia nebnlosa. 

Botia nebulosa, Blyt\ /. A. /SI B^ xxix, 1860, p. 165 ; Bay^ Fish. 

India, p. 606 (see synon,). 

B.iii. D. 16(3/12). P.13. Y. 8. A. 7 (2/5). C. 17. 

Length of head 5, of caudal fin 5, height of body 5 in the total 
length. Eyes — ^in middle of length of head, 2 diameters from end 
of snout and the same apart. Barbels — two rostral pairs extending 
to the anterior margin of the orbit; the maxillary are slightly 
longer. Fins — caudal lobes slightly rounded. Scales — small. 
Oo7owr— brownish, with a leaden band along the side. Dorsal and 
caudal barred in spots. An ocellus at the upper margin of the 
base of the caudal fin. 

Efab, Darjeeling. 


230. (2.) Botia dario. 

Cobitis dario, Ham. Btich. Fish. Ganges, pp. 354, 394, pi. xxix, fig. 95. 

Botia dario, Bay, Ftsh. India, p. 600, pi. cliv, fig. 1 (see synon,). 

Sahinga, Punj. ; Buchtea, Hind. 

B.iii. D. 12-13 (3/9-10). P.14. V. 8. A.7-S(2lo-6). 0.19. 

Length of head 4| to 5, of caudal fin 5, height of body 4J to 5 in 
the total length. Eyes — in about the middle of length of head, 
5 diameters in the length of the head, 2 to 2| diameters from the 
end of snout, and 2 apart. Suborbital spine reaching to below 
the hind edge of the eye. Barbels — eight. Scales — ^very in- 
distinct. OoZowr— seven or eight oblique bands descend from the 
back to the abdomen, and two or three, or even more, cross the 
lobes of the caudal fin. 

Hab, Bengal, N.’W. Provinces, Assam, and Cachar. 


231. (3.) Botiageto. (Pig. 77.) 

Cobitis geto. Ham. Buck Ihk Ganges, pp. 365, 394, pi. xi, fig. 96. 
Botia geto, Bay, Fish. India, p. 606, pi. cliv, fig. 2 (see synon.). 
Shee-nharo, Sind. 

B. iii. D. 12 (3/9). P. 14. Y. 8. A. 7 (2/5). C. 19. 
Length of head 5|, of caudal fin 5, height of body 5 to 5^ in the 
total length. Eyes— diameter 7 in the length of head, 4 diameters 
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Fig. geto. 


confluent brown cross bands, wMch enclose variously sized round 
yellowisb or blulsb spots. Ventral fin with two, the other fins 
and each lobe of the caudal with three black cross bands. In 
the young the bands on tbe body form arches, four or five in 
number, passing over a dark vertical band or mark. 

EaK From Sind, through the Punjab, Himalayas, valley of the 
Ganges, Jumna, and Sone rivers to Assam. 

232. (4.) Botia almorlise. 

Botia almorhas, Grfay, Zool Mm. 1831, p. 8; Boy, Fisk India j 
p. 607, pi. cliv, fig. 5 (see synon.). 

B.iiL D, 11-12 (2/940). P.14. Y.8. A. 7-8 (2/5-6). 0.19. 

Length of head 4|, of caudal fin 5, height of body 5 to 5| in the 
total length. %fis— rather behind the middle of the length of the 
head. Farhels— eight. body reticulated with grey on a 

yellow ground; fins yellow; the dorsal, pectoral, and anal with 
four transverse dark bands, the pectoral and each caudal lobe with 
five. Sometimes examples are vertically banded, each band being 
reticulated. 

Kashmir, Almora, and Khasi hills; attaming 6 inches 
in length. 


233. (5.) Botia berdmorei 

SyucroBSus bevdmorei, L A. 8. B. xxk, 1860, p. 166. 

Botia berdmorei, Day, Fisk India, p. 007, pi. cliv, fig. 3 (see 
syuou.), 

Nga4Jia4ay^doh and Shoay-zagay, Burmese. 

B. 1345 (2/1143). P.13. Y.8. L1{2lb). 0.17. 

Length of head 4| to 5, of caudal fin 5, height of body 5 to 5^ in 
the total length. about the middle of the length of the 

head. eight, the four rostral united at the base. OoZour— 

bufi, with 10 or 11 vertical darkish bands, extending from the back 
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to the abdomen. Head likewise banded, and a dark line from the 
eye to the snout. Numerous oblong blotches over the body, 
sometimes commencing opposite the orbit and ceasing about the 
end of the pectoral fin, in other examples continued all over the 
body. Dorsal fin with three or four rows of spots, and some- 
times a large one at the base of the last three or four rays ; caudal 
with five or six ; anal with two. 

Hob, The Irrawaddy river in Burma, and waters in its vicinity, 
certainly as high as Mandalay ; also Tenasserim. 

234. (6.) Botia Mstrionica. 

Botia histrionica, Blyth^ B A. JS. B, xxix, 1860, p. 166 ; Ba^j Fish, 
India^ p. 607, pi. c'liv, fig. 4 (see synon.). 

B.iii. D, 10(2/8). P.15. V. 8. A. 7 (2/5), C. 19. 
Length of head 5, of caudal fin 5, height of body 4| in the total 
length. Eyes — small, diameter one sixth of length of head, 2-| 
diameters from end of snout, 2 diameters apart. Barbels — eight. 
Fins — caudal deeply forked. Colour — olive, with five dark vertical 
bands on the body, and two on the head. All the fins with two 
broad brown bars. 

Eab. Burma. 

2. Genus ACANTHOPSIS, v. Hasselt. 

Syn. FrostheacanthuSj Blyth, 

^ Body very elongate, snout long and compressed. Barbels 
eight, two being mandibular. A small, bifid, erectile spine, 
situated in advance of the orbit. Dorsal fin opposite to the 
ventrals; caudal forked. 

Qeograjyliical Distribution, Burma to the Malay Archipelago. 

235. (1.) Acanthopsis chcerorhynchus. (Pig. 78.) 

Cobitis choirorhyrchos, Bleaker, Batavia, Nat, Tijdsch, vii, p. 95. 
Acanthopsis choiroirhynchus. Day, Fish, India, p. 608, pi. elv, 
fig. 1 (see synon.), 

Nga-thorlay-doh, Burmese, 

D. 11 (2/9). P.ll. V.7. A. 8(3/5). 0.11. 
Length of head 6, of caudal 6, height of body 9 in the total 



Pig. 78 . — Acanthopsis ckarorhynchus. 

length. diameter one sixth of the length of head, 4 dia- 

meters from the end of snout. Barhels — eight, all short. Mm— 
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dorsal commences slightly in advance of tlie ventral. Caudal 
lobed, the lower slightly the longer. Golmr — ^brownish, with 12 
bands across the back, and the same number of blotches along the 
lateral line,* two rows of blotches along the dorsal, and three 
across the anal fin, 

HaK Burma, and the eastern portion of Sumatra. Col. Tickell 
says it attains a foot in length in the hill-streams of Burma. 


3. Genus SOMILEFTES (Swainson), Bleeker. 

Body elongate and compressed, dorsal profile nearly horizontal; 
snout elongate. Eyes prominent. Six barbels — four on the 
snout, and two on the upper jaw, A small erectile, bifid, sub- 
orbital spine. Dorsal fin inserted slightly behind the ventral; 
caudal entire. 

GeograjpMcal Distribution. From Orissa through Bengal to Assam. 

236. (1.) Somileptes gongota. (Fig. 79.) 

Cobitis gongota, JSa7n, Buck. Fish. Gang. pp. 851, 394. 

Somileptes gongota, Day, Fisk India, p. 608, pL civ, fig. 2 (see 
synon.). 

Beetah, Assam. 

B.iii. D. 10 (2/8). P. 10. V.7. A. 7 (2/6). C. 16. 

Length of head in the total length. rather behind 

the middle of the length of the head. Snout with its upper edge 
rather concave, it and the rest of the head covered with fine warty 
excrescences. Barbels — rather short, extending nearly halfuay to 



Fig. Somileptes gongota. 


below the eyes. Ftns — caudal entire. Colour — an undulating 
band along the side of the body, giving ofi vertical bars towards 
the back, or else oblique blotches with light edges descending from 
the back or placed irregularly on the body. Dorsal and caudal 
fins with transverse rows of blackish dots. 

Eab. Beerhhoom, Assam, and Ehasi hills. 
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4. Genus LEPIDOCEPHALICHTHYS, Bleeker, 

Syn. Platacanthus^ Day j MisgttrnuSy sp , Gunther. 

Body elongate and moderately compressed, back not elevated. 
Six or eight barbels, four of which belong to the mandibles. A 
large, erectile, bifid, suborbital spine. The sub- and post-orbital 
regions, and also the upper part of the opercle scaled. Dorsal fin 
short, commencing opposite, or nearly so, to the ventral; the 
internal ray of the pectoral fin may be modified into a flat osseous 
spine ; caudal truncate or slightly emarginate. 

This genus is separated from Gohitis not only by the mandibular 
flap being provided with barbels, but also by the existence of scales 
on the head, in the sub- and post-opercular regions. 

Geographical Distribution, India, Burma, Ceylon, and the Malay 
Archipelago. 


Synopsis of Indian Species, 

26 to 80 rows of scales between the base 

of the anal fin and hack 1. L guntea^ p. 220. 

30 to 40 rows of scales between base of anal 

fin and back 2. L. thermalis, p. 221. 

About 40 rows of scales between base of anal 

fin and back .... 3. X. herdmorei, p. 221. 


237. (1.) Lepidocephalichthys guntea. (Eig. 80.) 

Cobitis guntea, Sam. Buch, Fish, Ganges^ pp. 353, 394, 
Lepidocephalichthys guntea, Day, Fish. India, p. 609, pi. civ, fig. 4 

Kondaturi and Jupkari^ Ooriah. 

B. iii. D. 8-9 (2/6-7), P.8. 7.7-8. A. 7 (2/5). 0.16. L.l.ca. 115. 

Length of head to 6|, height of body 5| to 6^ in the total 
length. Eyes — diameter one fifth of length of head, diameters 



from end of snout, and 1 diameter apart. Barbels— -tv 70 rostral 
and one maxillary pair, all longer than the orbit. EVws— caudal 
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generally entire, its median rays, however, may be somewhat 
shortened or even lengthened. Inner pectoral ray sometimes 
modified into a flat spine having a branched termination. Scales — 
25 to SO rows between the base o£ the anal fin and the back. 
Gohur — ^generally dirty yellowish, with a light band extending 
from the centre of the snout, and ending in a black ocellus above 
the middle of the base of the caudal fin ; below this band are a 
series of dark blotches festooned inferiorly, whilst the back is simi- 
larly marked. Dorsal and caudal with numerous rows of dark 
spots, but only about four on the caudal in Deccan examples, and 
often two rows on the anal fin. 

The variety, L, halgara (Pishes of India, pi. clvi, fig. 12), 
{Juhhi cowri, Ooriah), closely resembles the above, but has its body 
a little more elongated, and its caudal fin is sometimes cut rather 
more square; in a few examples the ventral fin is slightly in 
advance of the dorsal, but not so in others. 

Hah, Punjab, throughout India (except Mysore and south of 
the Kistna, and also the Malabar coast). I have specimens from 
Darjeeling, and several localities on the Himalayas. 


238. (2.) Lepidocephalichthys thermalis. 


Oobitis thermalis, Cuv, ^ Val. H, N, Foiss, xviii, p. 78. 
Lepidocephalichthys thermalis, Fish, India, p. 610, pi. civ, 
ng. 8 (see synon.), 

AssareCj Tam. ; Juhhi cowri, Ooriah ; JSdlu, Hind, j Chickani and 
Mura, Marathi. 


B.iii. D. 8(2/6). P.7. Y. 7. A., 7 {21b), C. 16. 

Length of head in the total length. Eyes — almost entirely 
in the anterior half of the head. Barbels — eight, the longest ex- 
tending to below the anterior margin of the orbit. Fins — caudal 
slightly emarginate. The inner pectoral ray is modified in some 
adult males into a flat osseous spine which is used for diving down 
into the mud. Scales — distinct, about 30 rows between the base 
of the anal fin and the back. Colour — sandy, with irregular 
blotches on the lateral line, and others along the back ; a black 
spot generally exists at the base of the upper half of the caudal fin. 
Dorsal fin with black spots or bars, caudal with four bands. A 
dark streak often extends from the eye to the end of the snout. 

Hah, Southern India, the Malabar coast, the Wynaad, and 
Ceylon. 


239. (3.) Lepidocephalichthys berdmorei. 

Acanthopsis berdmorei, Blyth, J. A, S. B. xxiv, 1860, p. 168. 
Lepidocephalichthys berdmorei, Hay, Fish, India, p. 610, pi. cliii, 
fig. 3 (see synon.). 

Fga-thaJay^doh, Burmese, 
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B.iii. D.8(2/6). RIO, V. 8. A. 7-8 (2/5-6). C. 17. 

Length of head 6 to in the total length. Ejjes — situated just 
before the middle of the length of head. Barbels — two pairs of 
rostral and a maxillary pair extending to below the hind edge of 
the orbit. Fins — the caudal is slightly emarginate. The pectoral 
does not reach quite halfway to the ventral. Seales — smalh about 
40 rows between the anal fin and the back ; several rows (about 
12) along the suborbital ring of bones. Golom — of a rich yellow- 
ish brown, with a dark line along the body composed of spots, 
upper surface of body covered with fine markings ; a black spot at 
the base of the caudal fin. Dorsal and caudal fins lineated with 
fine spots ; some also on the outer portions of pectoral, ventral, 
and anal. 

H.ih, Moulmein in Burma, where it is common. 


5. Genus ACANTHOPHTHALMUS, v. Hasselt. 

Syn. Fangio^ Blyth. 

Body elongate and strongly compressed. An erectile, bifid, 
suborbital spine. Six barbels, one rostral and two maxillary pairs. 
Dorsal fin situated in the posterior third of the body, anterior to 
the anal, but posterior to the ventrals. 

240. (1.) Acanthophthalmns pangia. (Rg. 81.) 

Cobitis pangia, Ham, Bach, Fish, Ganges, pp. 355, 394. 
Acanthophthalmus pangia, Dag, Fish, India, p. 610, pi. civ, fig. 5 
(see syuon.). 

Pangya, Beng. ; Nga-tha~lay-doh, Burmese. 

B.iii. D. 8(2/6). P. 10. Y. 6-7. A. 7(2/5). C. 17. 
Length of head 7^ to 8 in the total length. Fyes — minute. 
Barbels six, the longest about two filths of the length of the head, 
caudal entire. Seales — distinct. Colour — light cinnamon. 



Fig, 81 . — Acantkophthalmns pangia. 

Hah, North-east Bengal, the northern portions of Pegu and 
L^pper Burma, 


6. Genus APUA, Blyth. 

Body elongate_ and compressed. A small, erectile, bifid, sub- 
orbital spine. Eight barbels — one rostral pair, one maxillary pair, 
and two mandibular pairs. Dorsal fin in the posterior third'of the 
body, but anterior to the anal. Ventral fins absent. 
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241. (1.) Apua fosca. 

Apua fusca, Bli/thf J. A, S. B. xxix, I860, p. 169 ,* Dmj, Fish, India^ 
p. 611, pi. civ, fig. 6 (see synon.). 

B.m. D. 8(2/6). P. 11. A. 8(2/6). C. 16. 

Length o£ head 7| to 8 in the total length. Eyes — ^small. 
Barbels — six, the longest one third the length of the head. Fins — 
caudal rounded. Scales — minute. Golour — ^brownish, with a 
longitudinal darker band. 

Hah. Pegu in Burma ; attaining at least 2| inches in length. 


7. Genus JEEDONIA, Day. 

Syn. FMachrithus^ sp.. Bay. 

Body elongate and moderately compressed. Eight barbels, 
two of which are mandibular. A free, erectile, bifid, suborbital 
spine. Dorsal fin long (twenty-seven branched rays), commencing 
before the ventrals ; the internal ray of the pectoral fin modified 
into a flat osseous spine ; caudal slightly emarginate. 

243, (1.) Jerdonia macnlata. (Pig. 82.) 

Platacanthus macuiatus, Bay, P. Z, S. 1867, p. 941. 

Jerdonia maculata, Bay, P. Z, S. 1870, p. 700, note : id. Fish. India, 
p. 611, pi. chv, fig. 6. 

B.iii. D. 30 (3/27). P.5/1. Y. 8. A. 9(3/6). C. 21. 

Length of head two elevenths of the total length. Eyes — 
diameter one sixth of length of head, 2 diameters from end of 



Fig. 82 . — Jerdonia rmcidata. 

snout. Scales — small, but distinct. Colour — greyish, becoming 
dirty white along the abdomen. A dark lateral band extends 
from the eye to the tail ; along its first half are three black spots, 
whilst the whole extent of the back is irregularly lineated. Pins 
yellow. Dorsal with four black bands. Caudal with three 
bands and a dark margin. A black mark at the base of the tail, 
with a smaller one above and another below it. 

Hah. Madras. 


8. Genus NEMACHILICHTHyS, Day. 

Body* elongate. Dorsal profile not elevated. Snout rather 
compressed and elongate. Eyes rather prominent. Barbels six, 
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two rostral and one maxillary pairs. No spine on the head. 
Dorsal fin of moderate length, commencing somewhat in advance 
of the ventrals. Caudal forked. 

The appearance of this form is very similar to jLcctntJiojpsis^ 
except that there is no spine on the head. 

243. (1.) NemachHichthys rueppelK. (Fig. 83.) 

Cohitis riippelli, Si/kes, Ti\ Z, S, ii, p. 366, pi. 64, fig. 1. 

Nemachilichthys ruppelli, Day^ Fish, India, p. 612^ pi. civ, fig. 7 
(see synon.). 

B.iii. D. 13(2/11). P.13. Y. 8. A. 7(2/5). 0.19. 

Length of head 5| in the total length. slightly behind 

the middle of the length of the head. Barbels — two well-developed 
rostral pairs, also a maxillary pair. Seales — moderately developed. 



Pig. 83 . — JSfemachiliohthys rueppelli. 


Colour — ^greenish yellow except on the abdomen, which is white ; 
short brown bars along the lateral line, and the rays of the dorsal 
and anal barred. Caudal with four posteriorly directed Y-shaped 
brown bars. A black spot at the base of the upper caudal lobe. 
J3[ah. Deccan. 

9. Genus NEMACHILUS, van Hasselt. 

Syn. Acoura and Acourus, Swains.; Acanthocobitis, Peters; Oreias, 
Sauvage ; Diplophysa, Kessler. 

Body elongate. Dorsal profile nearly horizontal. Barbels 
eight or six, when the former number is present, the extra pair 
belongs to the posterior nostrils; none on the mandibles. No 
spine on the head. Dorsal fin of moderate length, or short, situated 
opposite the ventrals. 

Geographical Distribution, Fresh waters of Europe and Asia; 
inhabiting India, Ceylon, Burma, and the Malay Archipelago. 

Synopsis of Indian Species, 

A. Barbels 8. 

D. 9. Greenish, with small dark blotches. 1. N, evezardi, n. 226. 

B. Barbels 6. ^ 

D. 16-20. Body barred; caudal slightly 

notched. ^ ^ 2. N, pavonaceus, p. 226. 


CTPRUrn)-®, — CX>BITIDIN^, 


225 


D. 15-16. Body with 12 to 15 hands,* 

Caudal emai^inate 6^ -ZV. rubidipinnis, p. 226. 

D. 11-14. Body iiTegqljirly . blotched. 

Caudal entire or slightly, ^ijiarginate , . 4, JV. hotiusj p. 227, 

B. 12. Caudal and dorsal fins barred. 

Caudal rounded 5. N, inonoceros^ p. 227, 

D. 12. Caudal forked. Yellow blotches 

on body. Fins barred 6. Y. pulcheUuSj p, 228. 

D. 10-11. Caudal cut square. Vertical 
brown bands, with shorter intermediate 

ones. Dorsal and caudal barred 7. iV. simatus, p. 223. 

D. ,10-11. Reticulated with brown. 

Caudal forked 8. JV. ffuentherij p. 228. 

D. 10-11. Irregular s^ts and bars on the 

body and fins. Caudal forked 9, 2^,semiarmatteSf'p,229» 

B. 10.' About 13 blotches along the side. 

Caudal forked 10. N, corxca^ p. 229* 

D. 9-11. Eleven to 17 brown bands on 
the body, as wide as the ground-colour 
or wider. Dorsal and caudal banded or 

spotted. Caudal forked 11. Y. rupicola^ p, 229. 

D. 9-10. Eleven or 12 vertical bands. 

Caudal emarginate 12. JV*. mmianm^ p. 230. 

D. 10-12. Sixteen to 20 vertical bands, 
wider than the ground-colour. Caudal 

emarginate 13. iV'. striatus, p. 230. 

D. 10. Snout compressed, eye small j nu- 
merous vertical bands, widest in last half 

of body. Caudal lobed 14. bf^,muUifa8ciatic8jp.2Sl, 

D. 10. Mouth of moderate width. Nine 
to 12 vertical bands wider than the 

ground-colour. Caudal lobed 15, N, denisomi, p. 231. 

D. 10. Snout compressed; eye of mode- 
rate size. Ten to 14 vertical bands wider 

than the ground-colour. Caudal lobed. 16. N. notostigma^ p. 232. 
D. 11. Ten or 11 vertical bands, with 
intermediate ones superiorly. Dorsal 

and caudal spotted. Caudal entire .... 17, iV”. zonaltemans, p. 232. 
D. 10. Sixteen to 18 interrupted and 
sinuous bands. Caudal lobed or emar- 
ginate 18. iV. hdacmsis, p. 232. 

D. 9. Eleven to 15 dark zones encircle the 
body, which are not half the width of 
the ground-colour. Caudal forked .... 19. iV”. zonatuSj p. 233. 

D. 1 0. Ten brown zones encircle the body, 
usually wider than the ground-colour. 

Caudal slightly forked 20. N, cincticaudaj p. 233. 

D. 10. Seven black-edged angular bands 

on the body. Caudal emarginate 21. N, triangularis^ p, 234. 

D. 10-11. Ten to 12 very narrow white 
bands. Caudal slightly emarginate .... 22. N. savonuy p. 234. 

D. 10. Dark bands, wider than the inter- 
spaces, Caudal forked 23. N. leavani, p. 234 

D. 9-10. Eleven to 15 irregular bands. 

Caudal slightly emarginate 24:. N. spihpterusy p. 235. 

D. 9. Mottled ' with brown. Caudal 

entire 25. N. marmoraUts, p. 235i 

Q 
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D. 9^ MarHed witli brownisli black 
Oaudal emarginate r . . . « * w ^ . . . i » ^ t 26.' N» stoUczkcBj p. 235. 

D. 9. Brownish. Oaudal forked 27, N. Uythii, p. 236. 

B. 9s Oaudal rounded 28. butanensis, p. 236. 

D. 9. Brownish. Oaudal emarginate. ... 29. N, gracilis, p. 237. - 

B. 8(10?). Spotted and blotched. Oaudal ' — 
emarginate 30. iV” turio, p. 237. 

D. 8, Bark blotches. Caudal entire . . t < 31. N. guttatus, p. 237. 

244. (1.) l^emacHlus evezardi. 

Nemacheilus evezardi, Bay, Fish. India, p. 613, pi. cliii, fig. 11. 
B.iii. D. 9(2/7). B. 12'. Yls: A. 7 ‘(2/5). C. 17. 

Length of head 5g in the^ total length, JEJyes — just before the 
middle of the length. of the head and rather minute. Barbels — 
well developed, one phir n'asal, i*eaching t6 opposite hind edge of 
the eye; two pair rostral, and one maxillary pair. Fins — upper 
edge of dorsal fin slightly convex. Caudal rounded. Colour — 
greenish, with small dark blatches having a vertical direction, a 
dark spot at the base of the caudal fin, which has four V-shaped 
bands ; tone spots on dorsal Jin ; outer half* of pectoral dark. 

Hab. Poona. 


245. (2 .) ‘ KtoacMts paVdiiaceii's. 

Cobitis pavonacea, McClelland, As. Bes. xix, pt. 2, Bid, Cyp. pp. 305, 
:437,pL52,fig.l. . ! , ’ 

Nemacheilus pavonaceus, Bay^ Fish. India, p. 613, pi. cliii, fig. 12 
(see synou.). 

B.iii. B. 16-20 (2-3/14-18). V..8. A. 7 {215). C. 19. 

Length of head 5^ in the total length. Eyes — in the middle of 
the length of the head. In some specimens the preorbital forms 
a blunt spine. Fins — dorsal commences nearer to the snout than 
to the base of the caudal, which latter is slightly emarginate. 
Colour body crossed by about twenty half-bars of a darkish grey ; 
a dark ocellus surrounded by a light margin exists upon the upper 
portion of the base of .the .caudal fin. . .Dorsal and caudal barred. 

Hab, Assam, 


246. (3.) Kemachilns rubidipiimis. 

Cobitis rubidipinnis, Blyth, J. A. 8. B. xxix, 1860, p. 170. 

‘ JNemacbeilus rubidipinnis, Bay, ‘Fish.^ India, p. 614, pi. cliii, fig. 4 
(see synon.). ' ^ ^ 

D. 1&-16 (2/l?-14); P.14. V. 8. A. 7(2/5). 0.19. 

Length of head in the total length. Eyes—in the middle of 
the length of the head. Barbels— the two rostral pairs reach' to 
below the front edge of the eve; • The maxillary pair are of about 
the same length. Fins — dorsal ‘commences rather neater to tJhe 
snout than tol.he base of the*caudalfin. S€ales--^15 rows between 
the.Jater^l Jme and base qf the ventral fi.n, ^ Ciipd.al. nearly entire. 
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Colour — reddish brown, with 12 to 16 irregular darkish bands 
descending from the back and ending in dark spots below the 
lateral line; 4 to 6 oblique bands on the dorsal dn; 6 to 8 
irregular vertical bars on the caudal, which has a black ocellus on 
the upper half o£ its base, 

Hd>, Tenasserim. 

247. (4.) Nemachilus botius. 

Cohitis hotia, Sam. BucJi. Fish. Ganges^ pp, 350, 394, 

Nemacheilus hotia, Bay j Fish. India, 614, pL clvi, fig. 5 (see synon.). 

Bil-turi and Balli'-potiah, Assam; Boon-da’^lee, Punj. ; Teti-mura, 
Mardthi. 

B,iii. D. 12-14 (2/10-12). P. 11. Y.8. A. 7 (2/5). C. 17. 

Length of head 4| to 5-^ in the total length. Eyes — diameter 
3| to 4 in the length of head, 1-^ to 1| dmmeters from end of 
snout and 1| apart. The preorbital has in some specimens 
a projection, which is movable, below the orbit {N. hotius), whilst 
in others it is entirely concealed by the skin (N. lilturio). Barleh — 
long, tlie maxillary pair reaching to below the posterior edge of 
the eye. Fins — dorsal commences rather nearer to the snout than 
to the base of the caudal fin, its upper edge nearly straight ; caudal 
slightly notched. Scales — distinct. Lateral line — complete, 12 
rows of scales between it and the base of the ventral fin. Colour — 
greyish, with from 10 to 14 short bars on the lateral line, and a 
number of irregular blotches above it, son}etimes forming bands 
over the back. Dorsal fin orange and with rows of black spots ; 
caudal with about seven irregidar bars bent at an angle, and a 
black ocellus on the upper portion of the base of the fin. 

Variety FemacJiilus aureus. Pishes of India, p. 614, pi. clvi, fig. 4. 
D. 1 1-12 (2/9-10). Dorsal fin of much less extent than in N. hotiiis. 
Lateral line ceases opposite the posterior end of the dorsal fin. 

Bob. Sind, Punjab, and throughout India (except the Malabar 
coast and south of the Eiver K.istna) and Ceylon; common in 
Assam. Although the variety N. aureus is found in Assam, it is 
more abundant than iV. botius in the upper portion of the Ganges 
and Jumna. It is also the form in the l^erbudda, and throughout 
the Deccan, where the JV. botius is likewise to be obtained. 

248. (5.) Nemachilus monoceros. 

Cohitis moDOcera, McClell. Ind. Cyp. pp. 305, 438, pi. 52, fig. 2. 

Nemacheilus monoceros, Bay, Fisk. India, p. 615 (see s^non.). 

B.iii. D. 12. P.12. V. 8. A. 6. 0.18. 

Length of head one fourth of the total without the caudal fin. 
Eyes — situated behind the middle of the length of the head. 
Fins — caudal rounded. Colour — body greenish yellow with a 
silvery lustre; opercles tinged with green. Caudal and dorsal 
streaked with numerous small brown bars. 

Bab. Assam. - . - 

Q 2 
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249. (6.) Nemaclulus pulchellus. 

Nemaclieilus pulclielliis, Bay^ Journ. L, S. xi, p. 528 ; Fish. Indtaj 
p. 615, pi. clvi, fig. 7. 

B. iii. B. 12 (2/10). P. 15. V. 9. A. 7 (2/5). C. 21. 

Length of head 5| in the total length. Eyes-- rather small, in 
the middle of the length of the head. Barbels — six, the rostral 
thicker than the maxillary pair. Fim — dorsal equals the 
height of the body below it. Colour — this beautiful little loach is 
of greyish colour, becoming whitish below; there are along the 
side between the head and middle of the dorsal fin two rows of 
large, vertical, canary-yellow spots, having deep black margins; 
posterior to the dorsal they become wide vertical bands two thirds 
as wide as the ground-colour. Caudal with three or four oblique 
black bands, and a deep black spot at the centre of its base. 
Dorsal yellowish orange at its upper anterior portion, two wide 
black bars along its centre, and one across the anal. 

Hab. Bhavdni Eiver ; growing to 2§ inches in length. 

250. (7.) 'Nemacliilus sinuatus. 

Nemacheilus sinuatus, JDay^ P. Z. S. 1870, p. 371 ; Fish. India^ p. 615, 
pi. clvi, fig. 8. 

B.iii. D. 10-11 (2/8-9). P.12. V. 8. A.Y(2/5). 0.18. 

^ Length of head 5 in the total length. F>yes — situated slightly 
before the middle of the length of the head. Barbels — ^long and 
thin. Fim — dorsal arising slightly in advance of the ventrals; 
caudal cut square. Beales — distinct; 10 rows between the lateral 
line and the base o£ the ventral fin. Lateral line — ceases opposite 
the middle or end of the dorsal fin. Colour — olive, with irregular 
vertical brown bands, having shorter intermediate ones. A black 
ocellus at the upper portion of the base of the caudal fin. Dorsal 
yellow, with three or four rows of black spots. Caudal orange, 
with four angulate bars, the angle in each of which is directed 
backwards. 

Eab, Wynaad. 


251. (8.) ITemacliilxis guentheri, 

Nemacheilus guentheri, Bay, P, Z 8. 1867, p. 286: Fish. India, 
p. 615, pi. clvi, fig. 10. ^ ^ 

B. iii. D. 10-11 (2/7-8). P. 11, Y. 7. A. 7 (2/5). " C. 19. 

Length of head 5^ in the total length. Eyes — situated just 
before the middle of the length of the head. Fi 7 is—thQ dorsal fin 
commences about midway between the end of the snout and the 
base of the caudal, which is lobed. Beales — small, but distinct. 
Lateral line — ^incomplete. Colour — pinkish, coarsely reticulated 
with olive-brown martogs, leaving three rows of large spots along 
the side; a black band at the base of the caudal fin, which has two 
indistinct dark bands across both lobes, the extremities of which are 
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stained. Two rows of fine black dots along the dorsal fin, and one 
across the anal. 

EaK Eivers along the lower slopes and base of the Nilgiri 
hills. 


252. (9.) Nemachiltis semiarmatus. 

Nemacheilus semiarmatus, Bay, P. Z, S, 1867, p. 286 ; Fish, India, 
p. 616, pi. clvi, fig. 11 (see synon.). 

B.iii. D. 10-11 (2-3/8). P.12. Y. 7. A. 7 (2/5). 0.18. 

Length of head 5J in the total length. Eyes — diameter in 
the length of head, 1^ diameters from end of snout, 1 diameter 
apart. The greatest width of the head equals its length excluding 
the snout. Ftns — origin of dorsal midway between the snout 
and the base of the caudal. Caudal lobed in its last half. Lateral 
line — complete. Colour — light brown, with numerous irregularly 
shaped spots and bars proceeding from the back towards the lateral 
line ; head brownish, with a dark line from the snout through the 
orbit. Dorsal fin with about three rows of dark spots; caudal 
irregularly barred ; a dark line runs along the centre of the back. 

Eal, Bhavani and Sigur rivers along the base of the Nilgiri 
hills ; also imported into tanks on those mountains, 

253. (10.) NemacMlus corica. 

Cobitis corica, Earn. Buck, Fisk Ganyes, pp. 359, 395. 

Nemacheilus corica, Bay, Fisk India, p. 616, pL chi, fig. 1 (see 
synon.). 

FJhorika, Beng. 

B.iii. D. 10(2/8), P.13. T.8. 0.17. 

Length of head 5^ in the total length. Eyes — ^in the middle of 
the length of the head. Barbels — ^thin, the external rostral pair 
longer than the orbit. Fins — ^the dorsal commences anterior to 
the ventral and nearer to the snout than to the base of the caudal, 
which last is lobed in its posterior half. visible in the 

posterior half of the body. (7o?owr— bluish, with about thirteen 
black blotches along the middle of the side, and smaller ones above 
and descending to between them ; usually a silvery band along the 
middle of the side. 

Eab* N.E. Bengal, Punjab, and Assam. 

254. (11.) Nemachilus rupicola. 

Schistura riipecula, McCelland, J. A. 8. B, vii, p. 948, pL 55, fig. 3. " 

Nemacheilus rupicola, Bay, Fish. India, p. 616, pi. cliii, fig. 9 (see 
synon.). 

Saant-al, Punj. 

B.iii. D.9-11 (2-3/7-8). P. 10. Y. 8. A. 7(2/5). C. 18. 

Length of head 5^ in the total length. Eyes — ^in the middle of 
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tlie length of the head. dorsal commences midway between 

the nostrils and the base of the caudal fin. Caudal emarginate. 
^S'caZ^—absent, or minufce in the posterior half of the body. Lateral 

line complete. Golour — yellowish, with 12 to 17 vertical brown 

bands, much narrower than the intermediate ground-colour, and 
decreasing in width below the lateral hue, they are sometimes 
incomplete ; a wide dark band across the base of the caudal, which 
fin as well as the dorsal has several rows of spots forming bands ; 
a dark mark at the base of the anterior dorsal rays, sometimes 
another at the base of the middle ones. 

Hah. Himalayas and ? Tibet at 16,000 feet above the sea. 

255, (12.) Nemachilus montanus. 

Schistura montana, McOelland, As. Jtes. %ix, pt. 2 j Ind, Cyp. pp. 307, 
440, t. 67, fig. 1. 

Nemacheilua montanus, Day, Fish, India, p. 616, pi. cliii, fig. 6 
(see synon.). 

8aant-al, Punj. 

B.iii. D. 9^10 (2/7-8). P. 10. V.7. A. 7 (2/5). C. 19. 

Length of head 5| to 5| in the total length. Eyes — small, 
situated before the middle of the length of the head. The pre- 
orbital is in the form of an obtuse movable projection, which is 
sometimes covered by skin. Barbels — short; but stout. Fins — 
dorsal commences midway between the posterior margin of the 
orbit and the base of the caudal fin. Caudal lobed. Eoales — 
minute. Colour — eleven or twelve vertical brown bands, each from 
nearly as wide to three times as broad as the buff interspaces. 
Caudal with a black band at its base and a bar across each lobe. 
Dorsal with a black base and a Hack mark at the base of its two 
first rays, and a dark bar across its centre. 

Hah. Himalayas ; attaining at least 4J inches in length. 

256. (13.) Nemachilus striatus. 

Nemacheilus striatus, Day, F. Z,8, 1867, p. 847 ; Fish. India, p. 617, 
pi. cliii, fig. 8 (see synon.). 

Culrvnm and KnUnahara, Tamil, 

B.iii. D. n-12 (2/9-10). P.ll. T. 8. A. 7 (2/5). C. 17. 

Length of head 5^ to 7 in the total length. Eyes — in the middle 
of the length of the head. Barbels — well developed. Fins — dorsal 
arises slightly in advance of the ventrals ; caudal slightly lohed. 
Scales — 15 rows between the lateral line and the base of the ventral 
fin. Lateral line — well marked. GoIouq — light reddish brown, with 
narrow vertical bands darker than the ground-colour, and most 
distinct in the posterior portion of the body, where there are from 12 
to 16 behind the commencement of the dorsal fin, and several more 
between that and the head, which last is marked all over with black 
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lines and spots. A black band Et the base of the caudal fin. 
Dorsal brilliant orange, with a black edge having a light external 
'margin and a dark base ; or else one or two rows of spots. Anal 
orange, with some dull black spots ; caudal likewise yellow and 
spotted in two rows. 

Hah. Vynaad at 3000 feet elevation; it attains 2| inches in 
length. 


257. (14.) Nemachilus multifasciatus. 

Nemacheilus multifasciatus, Bay, FisL India, p. 617, pi, cliii, fig. 7 
(see synon.). 

B.iii. D. 10(2/8). P.ll. Y. 9. A.7{2Jd). 0.18. 

Length of head 5^ in the total length. situated partly 

before the middle of the length of the head, JBarhels — ^the max- 
illary pair rather longer than the eye, the two rostral pairs slightly 
shorter. Fitis — caudal lobed in its last fourth. Pectoral reaches 
halfway to the ventral. Seales — small. Lateral line — complete. 
Oolour — vertical bands, as wide as the ground-colour, pass from the 
back to the lower surface of the abdomen ; those between the head 
and the dorsal fin are numerous, whilst there are about fi^\ e pos- 
terior to the latter ; in some examples the anterior bands coalesce. 
A dark band at the base of the caudal and dark marks on the head 
radiating from the eye* Pins yellow, the dorsal .with four bands 
of spots and an equal number or more on the caudal. Tentraland 
anal with two bands each. 

Hal. Darjeeling and Assam, 


258. (15.) Nemachilns denisonii. 

Nemacheilus denisonii, Bay, F. Z. S. 1867, p. 287 ; Fish. India, p, 617, 
pi. cliii, fig. 5 (see synon.). 

B. iii. D. 10 (2/8). P. 11. Y. 7. A. 7 (2/5). 0. 17. 

Length of head 5 to 5| in the total length. situated in 

the anterior hah* of the head. Barbels — ^the maxillary extend to 
the opercle, the rostral pairs are shorter. Fins — dorsal commences 
midway between end of *snout and base of caudal, which last is 
lobed. Pectoral extends rather above one half the distance to the 
ventrals. Scales — minute. Lateral line — complete. Oolour— 
reddish brown, having from nine to twelve dark vertical zones, 
those anterior to the dorsal fin sometimes coalescing rather irre- 
gularly across the back. Dorsal fin with three rows of fine black 
spots and a black base. Caudal irregularly spotted in bands. 
Some dull spots on the ventral and anal fins. Most of the head 
marbled with black dots. 

Hah. Nilgiri and Coorg hiUs, and rivers at their bases ; Mysore 
and the Deccan. 
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259. (16.) Kemachilus notostigma. 

Nemacliilus notostigma, Bleeker^ Verh, Holt Maatseh, RaaH, 1864, 
CoUt* et Cyp, Ceylon^ p. 5, t. i, fig. 2 ; Day^ Fish. Indiaj p. 618 (see 
synon.). 

B.iu. D. 10 (2/8). V.7, P.13. A. 7-8 (2-3/5). 0.19. 

Lengtli of head 5^ to 6 in the total length. diameter 5 

in length of head, 2 diameters from end of snout, 1| apart. 
Barbels — alh rather longer than the eye. Fins — dorsal arises a 
little in advance of the ventrals; it is not quite so high as the 
body below it. Pectoral nearly as long as the head. Caudal lobed 
in its posterior third. Scales — ^indistinct. Gohwr — ten to four- 
teen vertical ‘bands on the^body, broader than the interspaces. A 
dark mark at the base of the caudal, which is banded, A black 
spot at the base of the anterior dorsal rays, and a bar across the 
lower portion of the fin in its last half, a single band across its 
centre. 

Eah. Ceylon. 

260. (17.) Kemachilns zonaltemans. 

Oobitia zonaltemans, Blyth^ J. A. S. B. xxix, 1860, p. 172. 

Nemacheilus zonaltemans, Fish. India^ p. 618 (see synon.). 

B.iii. D. 11 (2/9). P. 11. Y. 9. A. 7(2/5). 0.19. 

Eyes — of moderate size, rather above one diameter from end of 
snout. Fins — dorsal arises anterior to the insertion of the ventral ; 
caudal entire. ScaJes^-distmot, Colour— fen or eleven bars 
descend down the lower two thirds of the body to the abdomen, 
with intermediate half-bands superiorly between them. Dorsal 
and caudal fins spotted in bands. 

Eah* Tenasserim Provinces, 

261. (18.) Nemachilus ladacensis, 

Nemacheilus ladacensis, Gunther. Catal. vii, p. 356: Day, Fish. India, 
p. 618 (see synon.). ^ , 

B.iii. D. 10 (2/8). y. 9. A, 8 (2/6). 0.19. 

Length of head 5 in the total length. Eyes — diameter 5 to 5| 
in length of head, 2^ diameters from end of snout and 2 apart. 
Barbels — of moderate length. Fins — dorsal commences halfway 
between the front edge of the eye and the root of the caudal, 
which latter is emarginate. Pectoral extends rather above half- 
way to the base of the ventral. Scales — absent. Colour — of a 
light fawn, with 16 or 18 interrupted darker and sinuous bands 
^ssing from the back down the sides; a silvery lateral band, 
Dorsal and caudal finely spotted in lines ; a darkish band on pec-* 
toral, ventral, and anal fins. 

Eah, Tibet, whence two specimens were procured. 
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262. (19.) Hemacliilus zonatns. 

Schistura zonata, MeCklL A$» Ite$. six, pt. Lid, Cyp, pp, 308, 
441, pi. 63, fig. 1. 

Nemacneilus zonatus, Day, Fish India^ p. 618, pi. clvi, fig. 2 (see 

, syaon.). 

Mugah^ Beng. 

B.m. D.9(2/7). P.ll. V.8. A. 7-8 (2/5-6). 0.17. L. 1.110. 

Length of head 5 in the total length, diameter one fifth 

of length of head, 2 diameters from end of snout, 1| diameters 
apart. Barleh — all about as long as the eye. i^m-r-dorsal arises 
midway between snout and base of caudal, its upper margin is 
straight ; pectorals extend a little above halfway to the base of 
ventrals; caudal forked. small, but distinct. Lateral 

line — commences by two roots, which soon coalesce ; it is continued 
to the base of the caudal. Ooloxvr — ^yellowish, with a green tinge ; 
about fifteen brown bands, one third as wide as the groundTColour, 
pass across the back and descend on either side below the lateral 
line ; a few near the head, and some in the posterior third of the body 
are interrupted. *' Upper surface of head marbled with black. Fins 
immaculate, but the first two anal rays are black anteriorly, and 
there are also slight black marks near the end of the ventrals and 
on the outer side of the pectorals. Eostral barbels orange. The 
young have a wide silvery band along the side, ending in a dark 
mark at the base of the caudal fin. 

Hal. Throughout the Jumna and Q-anges rivers and their 
affluents, Beerbhoom, Assam, and Orissa ; attaining at least two 
inches in length. 

263. (20.) Kemachilns cincticauda, 

Cobitis cincticauda, Blythj J. A, S, B, xxix, 1860, p. 172. 

Nemacheilus cincticauda, Day, Fisk India, p. 619, pi. cl\d, fig. 6 (see 
synon.). 

B.iii. D. 10 (2/8). P.ll. V. 8. A. 7 (2/5). 0.19. 

Length of head 5| in the total length. Byes — situated in the 
middle of the length of the head. Barhels — well developed. Fim — 
dorsal arises nearer to the snout than to the base of the caudal, which 
last is slightly forked wdth pointed lobes. Scales — minute. Colour 
— yellowish, with ten regular brown zones encircling the body, and 
sometimes but not always broader than the ^ound-colour, or the 
bands may be broken up and irregular ; a dark bar at the base of 
the caudal and a dark band between the eye and the snout; occa- 
sionally a dark mark on the opercle. Dorsal with some black 
spots. 

Mak Burma, 
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264. (31.) Nemacliilus triangularis. 

Nemaclieilus triangularis^ P. Z, S. 1865, ■ p. 295, and Fish. India, 
p. 619, pi. cliii, tig. 10. 

B. iii. D. 10 (2/8). P. 11. V. 9. A. 7 (2/5). 0. 19.^ 

Length of head 5^ in the total length. Eyes — diameter 4| in 
length of head, 2 diameters from end of snout and 1 apart. 
’BarSels — of moderate length. Mns — dorsal commences midway 
between the end of the snout and the base of the caudal, which 
latter is emarginate. JScales — small but distinct in the last portion 
of the body. Lateral line — complete. Colour — ^yellowish,- with 
about seven black-edged bands on the body and head, each bent 
angularly at the lateral hne. Dorsal with three irregular rows of 
black spots. Pectoral, ventral, and anal unspotted, but stained 
at -their margins. Several obliq[ue bars across each lobe of the 
icaudal, which has a black mark at its base. 

Hah, Travancore hills. 

265. (23.) NemacMlus savona. 

Oobitis savona. Ham. Buck. Fish. Canges, pp. 357, 394. 

Nemacheilus savona. Hay, Fish. India, p. 619, pi. clv^ fig. 8, 

Savonrkhorha, Beng. j Mura, Marathi. 

B.iii. D. 10-11 (2-3/8). ’ P. 10. V. 7. A. 7 (2/5). C. 18. 

' Length of head 4 J to 4^ in the total length. Eyes — ^rather large, 
rather behind the middle of the length of the head. Barbels — 
long. Fvns — dorsal arises before the origin of the ventrals. Caudal 
very slightly emarginate, its lobes being rounded. Lateral line — 
incomplete. Beales — small. "CbZour—purplisb, becoming lighter 
on the abdomen, with from ten to twelve very narrow vertical 
white bands, not above one eighth to one sixth as wide as the ground- 
colour a black band at the root of the caudal fin ; a black blotch 
at the base of the first few dorsal rays, on to which the white body- 
bands are continued, and four or five rows of dark spots on the fin. 
Caudal with narrow bands of dark spots ; two bands also on the 
ventral and anal fins. 

Hah. Bengal and N.W. Provinces. 

266. (23.) Nemachilus beavani. 

Nemachilus beavani, Gunther, Catal. vii,p. 350: Dau. Fish. India. 
p. 620, pi. clvi, fig. 8. ; 

B.iii. D. 10 (2/8).- P. 11. Y.7, A. 7 (2/5). C. 19. 

Length of head 5 in the total length. Eyes — small, just before 
the middle of the length of the head. Barbels— Mns — dorsal 
arises slightly nearer end of snout than base of caudal. Caudal 
lobed. minute. Colour— hoHj with nine dark cross bands, 
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broader than the lighter interspaces, a black streak across the root 
of the caudal. Dorsal and caudal rays with blackish dots. The 
bands* appear to be absent in some specimens. 

. Hah, Bhavani river in Madras and Mysore, also Orissa. 


267. (24.) NemacMlus spilopterus. 

Cobitis spiloptera, Cuv. ^ Val, H N. Poiss. xviii, p. 27, pi. 522. 
Nemacheilus spilopterus, JDai/j Fish. India, p. 620, pi. clvi, fig. 9 (see 
synon.). 

B.iii. D. 9-10 (2/7-8). P.15. V. 7. A. 7(2/5). C. 19. 

, Length of head 5-| to 6 in the total length. Eyes — ^near the 
summit of the head and in or rather before the middle of its length. 
Barbels — short. Fms — dorsal commences midway between end of 
snout and root of caudal. Caudal slightly emarginate. Scales — 
absent. Colour — greenish yellow, with from eleven to fifteen irre- 
gular bands crossing the back, and a black band across the root of 
the caudal fin. A black blotch at the base of the first three dorsal 
rays, two bands along the fin, another along its base, and three on 
caudal. 

Hah, Himalayas, Assam, and Cochin China. ’ 


268. (25.) Kemachilus marmoratus. 

Cobitis marmorata, HecTcel, Fisch. Caschmir, p. 76, t. 12, figs. 1, 2. 

Nemacheilus marmoratus. Bay, Fish, India, p. 620, pi. civ, fig. 9 (see 
synon.). 

B.iii. D.9(2/7). P. 11. V. 7. A. 7 (2/5). C. 17. 

Length of head 4|- to 5 in the total length. Eyes — situated in the 
middle of the length of the head. Fins — dorsd commencing mid- 
way between the end of the snout and the root of the caudal, which 
latter is somewhat convex or cut s<][uare at its extremity. Scales-^ 
absent. Colour — marbled or irregularly blotched and mottled with 
brown. Pins more or less spotted. In some specimens a dark 
band exists along the body and some bars over the back of the 
tail. 

Hah, Kashmir Lake. 

269. (26.) NemacMlus stoliczkse. (Pig. 84.J 

Cobitis stoliczkai, Steindachner, Verh, z,-b. Ges. Wien, 18^, p. 793. ’ 

Nemacheilus stoliczkae, Bay, Fish, India, p. 620, pi. civ, fig. 10 (see 
synon.). 

B.iii. D. 9(2/7). P.13, y. 8. A. 7 (2/5). C. 15. 

Length of head 6 in the total length. Eyes — diameter 8 in 
length of the head, 3 diameters from end of snout^ and 2 apart. 
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Barleh — the maxillary are the longest, and reach to below the hinder 
edge of the eye. Fins — origin of dorsal nearer root of caudal 
than end of snout. Caudal slightly emarginate. Beales — absent. 



Fig. 84 . — NemacUlm stoUczJccB, 


Colour — greyish along the back, becoming lighter beneath, marbled 
all over with dark green or black spots or bands. Dorsal, caudal, 
and sometimes outer pectoral rays barred. 

Hal, Leh or Ladak and waters going directly into the Indus 
near its source, and Tibet; also Tarkand where the streams go 
into the Tarkand river. 

270. (27.) Nemacldlns hlythii. 

Nemacheilus hlythii, Bay^ P, Z, S, 1869/ p, 662, and Fish, India, 

p. 621. 

B. iii. D. 9 (2/7> Y. 9. A. 7 (2/5). 0. 19, 

Length of head 5, of caudal 5, height of body 6| in the total 
length. Eyes — diameter two ninths of length of head, 1 diameter 
from end of snout, 1^ apart, BarleJs — longer than the orbit. Fins 
—dorsal commences midway between snout and base of caudal fin, 
which latter has sharp lobes. Scales — minute. Colour — brownish, 
becoming lighter on the abdomen; a dark band at the base of the 
caudal. 

Hah, Doubtful. Two specimens, 3 inches long, exist in the 
Calcutta Museum, ^ ' 

271, (28.) N’emachilus hutanensis. 

Oobitis boutanensis, McCIeU. Calc, Jour. N. H. ii, p. 686. 

Nemacheilus hutanensis, Bay, Fish, India, p. 621 (see synon.). 

B. iii. D. 9. Y. 7. A. 7. 

Len^h of head 5^, of caudal 54 in the total length. Eyes — 
small, in the middle of the length of the head. Fins — dorsal com- 
mences nearer to end of snout than to root of caudal, which latter 
is grounded. Scales — distinct. Colour — doubtful, 
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Hah Bhutan, where it attains 5 inches in length. McClelland’s 
type in the British Museum is in a bad state. 

272., (29.) Nemachilus gracilis. 

Nemacheilus gracilis, Hay, F,Z. 8, 1876, p. 798; Yarh. Miss, Fish. 
pi. iv, fig. 6, and Fish. India, p. 621 (see synon.), 

B.iii. D. 9(2/7). P.13. V. 8 . A. 8 ( 2 / 6 ). 0.17. 

Length of head 5|, of caudal 65 in the total length. Eyes — 
diameter 11 in length of head, 4 diameters from end of snout^ 
and 2 |- apart. BaiHels — ^the maxillary about twice as long as the 
eye, the outer rosti'al pair reach the hind nostril, the inner are* 
shorter. Fins — dorsal commences midway between eye and base, 
of caudal fin. Caudal slightly emarginate. Scales — ^absent. Colour 
— brownish along the back, becoming yellowish beneath; dorsal 
and caudal with duH spots. 

Bah. Basgo, on the head-waters of the Indus. 

273. (30.) Nemachilns turio. 

Cobitis turio, Ham. Buck. Fish. Ganges, pp. 358, 395. 

Nemacheilus turio, Hay, Fish. India, p. 621 (see synon.). 

Tun, Assam. 

B.iii. L. 8 (10?). P.12. Y. 8 . A. 7. 0.19. 

Length of head about ^ of the total length. Eyes — of moderate 
size. Back elevated. Fins — dorsal commences midway between’ 
the end Of the snout and the base of the caudal fin; pectoral 
nearly reaches the ventral. Caudal emarginate. Colour — body 
irregularly spotted and blotched. 

Hah. Assam, said to have been taken at G-oalpara. 

274 . (31.) Nemachilus guttatus. 

Cobitis guttata, MoClell. As. Bes. xix, pt. 2 ; Ind. Cyp. pp. 305, 438, 
pi. 62, figs. 5, 6. 

Nemacheilus guttatus, Hay, Fish. India, p. 622 (see synon.), 

B. iii. D. 8 . 

This species is said to have only four barbels. Colour — light 
green with dark blotches. 

Hah. Jorhat in Upper Assam. 


m 
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' B. Subfamily CYPBININiB. 

Air-bladder \\hen present (it is absent in Eomaloptera) not 
enclosed in bone. 

In the subfamily Cy^rtnmoe, as existing in Asia, considerable 
difficulty arises in dividing the genera into groups. 

In forming such, a. very distinctive characteristic may be found 
by observing whether the scaled edge or margin of the abdomen is 
rounded or cutting, for in the majority of the Indian CyjprinincB 
the abdominal edge is rounded or smooth, even \Ahen somewhat 
compressed ; whilst in a few genera the abdominal edge posterior 
to the ventral hn is compressed, cutting, and may even, be carinated 
as in the Clupeidce : this trenchant edge is in some continued in 
front of the ventral fins along the thorax. 

The mouth is variously formed ; it may be transverse and inferior, 
with or without a sucker ; the latter, if present, may occur either on 
the lower lip or on both ; it may be narrow, of medium size, or 
wide : anterior, and either antero-laterahor oblique. The lower jaw 
again may be prominent, sharp or rounded, shorter than the upper, or 
sometimes provided with a knob at the symphysis ; a movable 
articulation may exist there, or there may be lateral prominences on 
the mandibles. 

The lips may be exceedingly, moderately, or but slightly developed, 
sometimes absent from one of the javi s, or closely investing both, or 
reflected from ofi one, or either. There may be an uninterrupted 
labial fold across the mandible, or portions of the lip may be much 
developed, fringed, or crenulated. In some genera a horny or 
cartilaginous covering to one or both lips is invariably or generally 
present, especially in forms from the bills. 

The existence of a transverse groove across the snout can 
scarcely be distinctive of a species, much less of a genus. Thus 
in Discognathiis'lamta we find examples with rounded and smooth 
snouts, and all intermediate forms to those wdth very deep trans- 
verse grooves. The same may be seen in Lahep nuTcia and several 
fishes of that genus, and even in some species of BarluLS^ as B. 
dorsalis. The nearer the hills the more is the groove developed. 

The number of barbels, though not in itself character enough 
for defining a" genus, is frequently sufficient to distinguish sub- 
genera : good examples of ‘ this may be seen in the genus Barbus, 
Gv- Barilius. On. the other hand, in some species these appen- 
dage smay be abnormally absent, as in Danio ; consequently sub- 
divisions of the genus founded solely on this character would 
lead to erroneous results. 

Groups founded on the position of the fins have for convenience’ 
sake been adopted in the following synopsis. 

The last undivided dorsal ray is variously formed, being articu- 
lated or osseous, and in the latter case may be smooth or den- 
ticulated; but all these varieties are present in a single genus, as 
Barbus, The anal fin sometimes shows peculiarities, as in the 
Barbus apogon, C. & Y., where the undivided rays are spiny. 
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The size of scales cantiot by itself be depended upon for dis- 
tinguishing genera, because large, moderate, and small-sized scales 
are all occasionally found represented in a single genus.- But 
certain modifications may exist, as in the mountain barbels, SchizO’- 
thoTooc and its allies, where a row of tile-like scales encloses the 
excretory outlets and the ba§e of the anal fin ; or portions of the 
body may be naturally left scaleless. 

The pharyngeal teeth are in from one to three series, but 
these numbers alone do not always suffice for the definition even 
of genera ; thus in Ghela some species have teeth in two and 
others in three rows. Even the form of the teeth is not invariably 
similar in all the species of th'e same ‘genus: thus in the Rohtee 
microlejpis^ Bljth, tlie teeth have serrations on their edges, and the 
two largest of the anterior row are molariform, whereas crooked 
and pointed teeth are the rule in the genus. likewise the teeth 
are deciduous, being constantly shed and replaced ; they may be- 
come blunted with age, although they had at first been sharp and 
pointed. 

I have not retained the subfamily Ecmialoptermce, or carps des- 
titute of an air-bladder, because PdhrhyncJius links it very naturally 
with Discognathus. The principal distinctive characters consist of 
the single row of pharyngeal teeth and the absence of tbe -air- 
bladder. Ill many families these are deemed insufficient even to 
characterize genera. Homalojptera leads very naturally from some 
of tbe mountain silm'oids fo the true carps on the one hand, and to 
the loaches on the other. 

Bleeker observed that tl^e subfamily of Eomaloptennce is well dis- 
iinguisbed from other cyprinoids by the central position of the 
mouth on the lower surface of the head, and the character of the 
pectoral ray. 


Synojgsis of Indian Genera, 

A. Abdomen rounded, not cutting, 

a. Dorsal fin ’commencing ‘nearly opposite 
the ventrals. Anm" short (5 to 7 
branched rays). 

Anterior portion . of body depressed ; 
snout spatulate ; mouth on lower sur- 
face of head 5 6 barbels. Pharyngeal 
teeth in one row. Outer pectoral rays 
unhranched or simply bifurcated. 

Scales small 1. Homalopteea. 

Anterior portion of body somewhat de- ^ 
pressed j snout rather spatulate. Mouth 
inferior; no barbels. Outer pectoral _ ... 

rays imbrancbed. Scales of moderate 

size - . » 2. PSILOEHVNCHUS. . 

Mouth inferior, with a suctorial disk on 
the chin ; 4 barbels. Pharyngeal teeth 
in 3 rows. Scales of moderate size. 

Pectoral fins subhorizontal, .* 3. IksgpGNATHue,/ 
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Moiith inferior, with the mandibles loosely 
joined together; a suctorial disk on 
the chin ; 4 barbels. Pharyngeal teeth 
in 3 rows. Scales small, with the vent 
and base of anal fin enclosed by a tile- 
like row. Last undivided dorsal ray 
osseous, sometimes serrated 4. 

Mouth inferior ; mandibles with a sharp 
horny covering.^ No barbels. Pharyn- 
geal teeth in 2 rows. A serrated 
dorsal ray. Scales present in scapular 
region, a tile-like row enclosing vent 
and base of anal fin 6. 

Mouth antero-inferior j 4 barbels. 
Pharyngeal teeth in 3 rows. A 
serrated dorsal ray. Scales small, 
yent and base of anal fin enclosed in a 
tile-like row 6. 

Mouth anterior or inferior; 2 barbels. 
Pharyngeal teeth in 2 rows. Dorsal 
with or without a feeble osseous ray, 
which is sometimes serrated. Scales 
small; vent and base of anal fin en- 
closed in a tile-like row 7. 

Mouth inferior ; lower jaw with a homy 
covering ; 2 barbels. Pharyngeal teeth 
in 2 rows. Dorsal fin without any 
osseous ray. Scales small, not im- 
bricated ; a sheath to vent and base of 
anal fin 8. 

Mouth anterior or inferior; lips thick, 
those of the two jaws continu- 
oip at the angle, and one or both 
with an inner fold ; sometimes a lateral 
lobe to the snout ; barbels 4, 2, or none. 
Pharyngeal teeth in 3 rows. Dorsal 
fin rather or very elongated and with- 
out any osseous ray. Scales large, of 
moderate size, or small 9, 

Differs from Ldbeo in its lips being re- 
flected from off the mandible, leaving 
it imcovered as a sharp, hard, trans- 
verse prominence 10. 

Snout somewhat depressed ; mouth more 
or less^ inferior; upper lip fringed; 
lower jaw sharp, covered by a thin 
lip, and with a tubercle above the 
symphysis ; barbels d^er 2*. Pbaryn- ^ , 
geal teeth in 3 rows. Dorsal fin elon- 
gated and without any osseous ray. 
Scales large, of moderate size, or 
small 11 . 

Mouth transverse; snout somewhat de- 
pressed; lips thin, those of the two 
jaws not continuous, a small tubercle 
above the symphysis of the lower jaw. 
Barbels 4, 2, or none. Pharyngeal teeth 


Obbinus. 


SCHIZOPYGOPSIS, 


SCHIZOTHOBAX. 


Ptychobabbus. 


Diptychus. 


Labbo* 


OSTEOCHILUS. 


Dangila 
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in 3 rows. Dorsal fin short or of mo- 
derate length, without any osseous ray. 

Scales large, of moderate size, or small. 12. Cibrhtna, 

Snout thick; mouth inferior, with a 
knob at the symphysis; no barbels. 

' Pharyngeal teeth in 3 rows. Dorsal 
fin long, with a strong osseous ray that 
is serrated or entire. Scales large .... 13. SEMipnoTUS. 

Snout rounded; mouth transverse, .in- 
ferior ; a homy layer inside lower jaw 
which is not covered by lip ; 4,2, or no 
barbels. Pharyngeal teeth in 3 rows. 

Dorsal fin of moderate extent, with its 
last undivided ray articulated, or else 
osseous and serrated, or entire. Scales 
of varying size 14, Scaphiodon. 

Head broad; snout with thin integu- 
ments; lower lip with a continuous 
transverse fold ; lower jaw with a 
movable articulation at the sym- 
physis ; gill-rakers long ; no barbels. 

Ph*aryngeal teeth in 3 rows. Dorsal 
rather long, without any osseous ray. 

Scales of moderate size 16. Catla. 

Upper lip absent ; mouth antero-lateral ; 
no barbels. Phar^geal teeth molari- 
form, compressed, and in 3 rows. 

Dorsal fin without any osseous ray and 
inserted opposite the ventral. Scales 
small. Lateral line complete 16. Thynnichthts. 

Differs from ThynnicJithys in having the 
crowns of its pharyngeal teeth flat or 
concave; the dorsal fin extending to 
nearly or quite above the anal; and 

the lateral line incomplete 17. Amblyphabyngopon. 

Month inferior ; jaws closely invested by 
lips ; no barbels. Dorsal fin short, its 
last undivided ray osseous and serrated ; 
a forwardly directed spine at the base 
of the fin. Scales of moderate size. 

Lateral line complete 18, Matsya. 

Mouth anterior or inferior ; jaws closely 
invested by lips, which may or may not 
have leathery lobes. Pharyngeal teeth 
in 3 rows. Dorsal fin short. Scales 
of large, moderate, or small size. 

Lateral line complete or incomplete . . 19, Barbus. 

h. Dorsal fin commencing very distinctly 
posterior to the ventrals, but not ex- 
tending to above the anal, which last 
is short or of moderate length (6 to 
11 branched rays). 

Mouth narrow, directed obliquely up- 
wards; 4 barbels, the maxillary pair 
very long. Pharyngeal teeth in 1 row. 

Dorsal fin without osseous ray. Scales 
of moderate size 20. Nuria. 

R 
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Mouth oblique, lower jaw with 1 central 
and on either side a lateral prominence 
fittinginto corresponding emarginations 
in the upper jaw ; a pair of rostral 
barbels or none. Pharyngeal teeth in 
3 rows. Dorsal fin without any osseous 
ray. Scales large or of moderate size. 21. Rasboba. 

Mouth small, inferior ; lower jaw with a 
sharp crescentic edge but no lip ,• no bar- 
bels. Pharyngeal teeth in 2 or 3 rows. 

Dorsal fin with out osseous ray. Scales 

of moderate size 22. Aspidopabia 

0 , Dorsal fin commencing above the inter- 
space between the ventral and the anal, 
generally extending to over the latter, 
which is of moderate length or elon* 
gated (7 to 33 branched rays). 

Mouth anterior ; lips thin. Pharyngeal 
teeth in 3 rows. Dorsal fin with 
an osseous seirated ray ; anal elongated. 

Scales small 23, Rohtee. 

Mouth anterior or oblique, with a deep 
cleft; jaws compressed. Pharyngeal 
teeth in 2 or 8 rows. Dorsal fin with- 
out osseous ray. Scales of moderate or 
of small size. Lateral line concave . . 24. Babiltus. 

Mouth directed obliquely upwards ; cleft 
shallow ; mandibles rather broad. 

Pharyngeal teeth in 3 rows. Dorsal 
fin without osseous ray and extending 
to above a long anal. Scales of 
moderate size. Lateral line concave. . 25. Danio. 

B. A portion or the whole of the abdominal 

edge cutting. 

Mouth directed obliquely upwards ; no 
barbels Pharyngeal teeth in 3 rows. 

Dorsal fin without osseous ray, inserted 
over the anterior anal rays. Scales of 
moderate size. Lateral line concave. . 20. Peeilampus. 

Mouth directed upwards with a Ijnob 
above the symphysis of the lower jaw ; 
no barbels. Pbar}mgeal teeth in 2 or 
3 rows. Dorsal tin without osseous 
ray, a portion or the whole situated 
above the anal ; pectorals long. Scales 
of moderate or small size. Lateral line 
concave 27 , Chela, 

1. Genus HOMALOPTERA, v. Hasselt. 

Syn. JBdlitovay Gray; I^lcutycccrcij McClelland; Octoncvncij Martens, 

Head and anterior part of body depressed ; snout more or less 
spatulate. Mouth small, inferior, with two pairs of rostral barbels, 
and one or two af either angle of the mouth. Pharyngeal teeth 
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small, from 5 to 16, in one row. Pectoral and ventra fins with 
many rays, the outer of which are simple. Dorsal short, situated 
opposite to the ventrals ; anal likewise short. s 

QeograjpJiical Distribution. Through some of the hilly districts of 
the Himalayas to the "Wynaad and Bhavani river in the Madras 
Presidency ; also found in the fresh waters of Java and Sumatra, 

Synopsis of Indian Sjpecies. 

D. 8/8, A. 2/o, L. L 70. Lower caudal lobe 
“the longer. Brown, blotched with a darker 

tinge 1. JS. hrucd, p. 243. 

D. 10, A. 2/5, L. 1. 78 ±11. viamlata, p. 243 

D. 9, A. 6. Horizontal bands 3. H. hUmeata^ p. 244. 

275. (1.) Homaloptera hrucei. (Pig. 85.) 

Balitora hrucei, Gray and Hardw. III. Ind. Zool. i, pi. 88, fig. 1. 
Homaloptera hrucei, Day, Fish. Indian p. 526, pi. cxxii, fig. 1 (see 
synon.). 

Cul-cundee, Tamil, Stone Carp.” 

B.iii. D. 11 (3/8). P.21. Y.ll. A. 7(2/5). 0.17. L.1.70. 
L. tr. 10/7. 

Length of head in the total length. Eyes — 2^ diameters 
from end of snout, 1 diameter from end of opercle. Snout broad 
and depressed, with sharp margins ; rostral and maxillary barbels 
small. Teeth — pharyngeal, conical, 15 in one row. Fins — 



Fig. 85. — Bhmcdoyt&ra hrucd. 


pectoral nearly reaches the ventral, its anterior nine rays are 
unbranched, as are also the first two of the ventral. Lower caudal 
lobe much the longer. BoaXes — ^absent from chest and abdomen as 
far back as the posterior margin of the base of the ventrals. Colour 
— dark brown with darker blotches ; caudal banded. 

J3ah. "Wynaad and Bhavani river in Madras, Himalayas from 
about Darjeeling through Bhutan, Assam, and the Khasi Hills. 

276. (2.) Homaloptera macnlata. 

Balitora maculata, Gray and Hardw. III. Ind. Zool. i, pi. 88, fig. 2. 
Homaloptera maculata, Day^ Fish. India, p. 526, pi. cxxii, fig. 2 
(see synou.). 

B.iii. D. 10(2/8). P.19. Y. 9. A. 7(2/5). 0.17. L.1.70. 
Length of head 5f to 6 in the totallength. Eyes— diameter one 

E 2 
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fifth of length of head, 3 diameters from end of snout, 2 diameters 
apart. Lips fringed. Eostral barbels short, the pair at the angles 
of the mouth thicker and slightly longer. Teeth — pharyngeal, 5, in 
one row. Mm — dorsal arising rather nearer end of snout than 
base of caudal. Pectoral nearly reaching the ventral, its outer 8 
rays unbranched. Two outer ventral rays simple. Caudal lobed 
in its posterior third, lobes equal. Beales — cycloid. Lateral line — 
complete. Colour — dull olive, becoming yellowish beneath. Large 
brown blotches on the body. Dorsal fin with three rows of dull 
spots; pectoral and ventral with three or four, anal with two, 
caudal with three irregular bands, and black tips. 

Hah, Wynaad, the Bhavani river, also the Himalayas. 

277. (3.) Homaloptera bilineata. 

Homaloptera bilineata, Blythy J, A, S. B, xxix, 1860, p. 172 ; Hay, 
Fish, India, p. 626, pi. cxxi, fig. 8 (see synon.). 

B. iii. D. 10(2/8). P.17. V. 9. A. 7 (2/5). C. 19. L.l.e4. 
L. tr. 12/17. 

Length 'of head one fifth of the total length. Eyes — small, 
behind the middle of the length of the head. Snout pointed. 
Barbels — short, six in number. Fins — dorsal arises slightly in 
advance of the ventrals. Pectoral has its five outer rays un- 
branched; it reaches two thirds of the distance to the ventral, 
and the latter above halfway to the anal. Caudal deeply emar- 
ginate, its lobes pointed. Lateral line — complete. Air-Madder — 
absent. Colour — brownish, with a wide dark chestnut band 
passing from the snout through the orbit to the base of the dorsal 
fin, which last has a black centre. Caudal deep brown with white 
margins. A black bar across the base of the ventrals. 

Hah, l^orthern Bengal and the Tenasserim provinces. 

2. G-enus PSILORHYlSrCHUS, McClelland. 

Back somewhat elevated, head moderately depressed ; snout 
more or less spatulate. Mouth -small, transverse, inferior. Lips 
entire, not continuous, reflected from off both jaws, and studded 
with glands. Barbels absent. Dorsal fin with few rays, commencing 
opposite the ventrals. Pectorals horizontal, with their outer rays 
unbranched. Anal short. Scales of moderate size, none on the 
chest. Lateral line complete, continued direct to the centre of the 
base of the caudal fin. Air-bladder present, 

278. (1.) Psilorhynchus balitora. (Pig. 86.) 

Cyprinus balitora, Ham, Buck, Fish, Ganges, pp, 348, 394. 

Psilorhynchus balitora, Hay, Fish, India, p. 627, pi, cxxi, fig, 7, and 
pi. cxxii, fig. 3 (see synon.). 

B. iii, D. 9-10 (2/7-8). P, 17. V. 9. A. 7 (2/5). 0. 18. 

L. 1. 35. L. tr. 4^/4|. 
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Length of head 5| in the total length. Eyes — diameter 4^ in 
the length of head, 1| diameters from end of snout, and also apart. 
Head somewhat depressed. Edges of lips covered with round 
hard pores. Some fine pores dso on the cheeks and snout. 

dorsal commences in advance of the ventrals; pectorals and 
ventrals nearly horizontal, the outer seven rays of the former and 



Eig. 86. — I^silorTiynohics halUora, 


two of the latter unbranched; caudal forked. Scales — 2| rows 
between the lateral line and base of the ventral fin. Air-hladder — 
rather large, divided by a constriction into an anterior and 
posterior portion, and not enclosed by bone. Colour — ^reddish 
brown, with irregular black blotches forming badly-defined bands, 
in places passing over the back. Three bars on the caudal and 
some black on the anterior half of the dorsal. 

Hah. Hill-streams and rapids in iN’.E. Bengal and Assam. 

3. Genus DISCOGNATHTJS, Heckel. 

Garra^ Ham, Buch. ; Elatycara^ McClelland; DiscognathichfJiys 
et Juissorhy^ichus, Bleeker; Mayoa^ Bay. 

Body elongated, subcylindrical. Mouth transverse, semi- 
circular, and Merior ; upper and lower lips continuous ; no lateral 
lobes to snout, which projects beyond the mouth. A suctorial 
disk on the chin, formed on the lower lip; upper lip fringed. 
Barbels four {Garra^ Ham. Buch.), or one pair only at each angle 
of the mouth {DiscognatJms^ Heckel). Pharyngeal teeth uncinate 
and in three closely approximating rows, 2, 4, 5/5, 4, 2, or 5, 3, 1/1, 
3, 5. Dorsal fin with few rays, commencing slightly in advance 
of the ventrals, its base scaleless ; pectoral horizontal ; anal short. 
Scales of moderate size, no enlarged anal row. Lateral line 
continued to the centre ofc‘ the base of the caudal fin. Gill-rakers 
few, short, and widely-set. Air-bladder small. 

Geograjyhical Distribution, Eivers, more especially mountain- 
streams, of Asia and Abyssinia; extending throughout India, 
Ceylon, and the Tenasserim Provinces. 

Synopsis of Indian Swedes, 

D. 11, A. 7, L. 1. 33-36. 4 barbels. Inter- 
orbital space convex. Head to in 
the total length. A black spot behind ^ill- 
opening and generally a band along the side. 1. D. 246. 
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D. 10, A, 7, L. 1. 36. 4 barbels. Interorbital 
space concave. Head 6^ to 6| in the total 

length 2. B.jerAoni, p. 247. 

D. 10, A. 6, L. .1. 35. 4 barbels. Laterorbital 

space flat j 5 outer pectoral rays unbranched 3. jD. modestus, p. 247. 

279. (1.) Discognathus lamta. (Pig. 87.) 

Oyprinus lamta, Ham. Biicli. Fish. Ganges^ pp. 343, 393 
Discognathus lamta, Day, Fish. India, p. 527, pi. cxxii, fig. 4, and 
pi. cxxiii, fig. 1 (see synon.). 

Kul horava, Tam. ; The stone Ophiocephalus, Fandi~-pakhee, Can.” ; 
Korqfl-lmohjTLmdL. (Mysore); Ihitter-‘CheUah,llm.di. (N.W. Provinces); 
Choah-si, Beng. ; Dhoguru and Kliooha, Piinj. ; Malavya, Marathi. 

B. iii. D. 11 (3-2/8-9). P. 15. V.’ 9. Y. 7 (2/5). 0. 17. 
L. 1. 32-36. L. -tr. 4-41/5. . Vert. 18-14. 

Length of head 5 to 5| in the total length. Eyes — situated in 
the commencement of the last half of the head, more rarely in its 
centre ; diameter 5 to 8 in the length of head, 2^ to 3 diameters 
apart. Interorbital space convex. Snout very diversified, either 
smooth ©recovered with pores, and having or not having a deep 



Fig. 87 . — Discognathus lamta 


transverse depression ; in some specimens, as from the Salt Eange 
in^ the Punjab, or from the Chumba State, there is a regular 
spiny covering to a gland on either side of the snout ; in some all 
the glands are thus constructed. Fins — ^the dorsal arises anteriorly 
to the origin of the ventral, and is usually less in height than the 
body. The pectoral shorter than the head. In some forms, and 
those mostly from rapid streams, the five outer pectoral rays are 
thickened by a wide layer of skin, the ray itself being either 
undivided or branched out just at its outer extremity or near to it : 
caudal sli^tly lobed. AirMadder — small, its posterior portion 
minute. Ova small, numerous. greenish, with a bluish- 

greau band along the centre of the body, and extending along the 
middle of the caudal fin. Grenerally a dark spot behind the gill- 
opening Abdomen yellowish green. Pins yellowish, stained 
darker at their margins. In some specimens a black spot exists at 
the b^e of each dorsal ray, and all the fins are occasionally tipped 
vath black. Li Malabar and Canara some have a dark band along 
the side, with an orange one above and another below it. 
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JEfah, Erom Syria^ throughout India and Ceylon to the Tenas- 
serim Provinces, and likewise found in Abyssinia and at Aden. It 
attains at least 8 inches in length. 

280. (2.) Discognatlms jerdoni. 

Discognathus jerdoni, Day, Fish. India, p. 528, pi. cxxii, fig. 6 (see 
synon.). 

B.iii. D. 10 (2/8). P.16. V. 9. A. 7 (2/5). C.17. L.1.36. 

L. tr. 4J/2|. 

LengMi of head 6^ to in the total length. Eyes — diameter 
3| to 4 in the length of the head, 3 diameter from end of snout, 
and 2 diameters apart. Interorbital space rather deeply concave. 
Snout in the young smooth, bat in larger specimens it has a 
depression across it and some pores. Barbels — two pairs. Fins — 
dorsal arising about midway between the end of snout and com- 
mencement of the origin of the anal fin. The pectoral is rather 
longer than the head, but does not quite reach the ventral, which 
is equally long. Anal does not quite reach the caudal, which is 
deeply forked. Colour — olivaceous, becoming yellowish on the 
sides and beneath. A black spot behind the gill-opening. Pectoml 
and ventral fins yellowish, with the outer portion dark grey 
margined ^ith orange. Dorsal, anal, and caudal yellowish, with 
grey markings ; the lower caudal lobe grey, with a light outer edge. 

Eah, Bhavani river at foot of MIgiris in the Madras Presidency, 
also the Wynaad. 

281, (3.) Discognathus modestus. 

Mayoa modesta, Day, P. Z. S. 1869, p. 553. 

Discognathus modestus, Day, Fish. India, p. 528, pi. exxii, fig. 5. 

B.iii. D. 10 (2/8), P.15. ‘Y. 9. A. 6 (1/5). C.19. L.L35. 

L. tr. 4|/3|. 

Length of head 5| in the total length. Byes — ^near the upper 
surface of the head, diameter one fourth of length of head, 2 dia- 
meters from end of snout, 2 diameters apart. Head broad, depressed. 
Interorbital space flat. Lower surface of head and chest flat. The 
snout overhangs the mouth, which is rather small, transverse, and 
nearl}^ semilunar in shape. The lips are reflected from off both 
jaws, and have a tuberculated surface. Barbels — four. Teeth — 
pharyngeal, uncinate, 5, 3, 1/1, 3, 5. Fins — pectorals and ventrals 
horizontal, the former extending to the latter, which reaches the 
anal, Pirst five outer pectoral rays simple. Dorsal arises in 
advance of the ventral. Caudal slightly foiied. Soales — none on 
the chest. Colour — ^greenish brown, with no marJts except a dark 
blotch under the dorsal fin and a mark at the base of the caudal. 

Hah. Probably Northern Indian two specimens exist in the 
Calcutta Museum, the longest measuring 3§ inches. 
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4. Genus OEEINTJS, McClelland. 

ScMzothoraX) Sect. and Sclvkopygej sp., Heckel. 

Abdomen rounded. Snout rounded ; mouth inferior and trans- 
verse, mandibles short, broad, and flat, loosely joined together at 
the symphysis ; margin of the lower jaw having a hard, horny 
covering, thickest internally, and a thick fringed lower lip with^ a 
free posterior edge, forming a sucker. Barbels four. Dorsal fin 
rather short and arising opposite the ventrals, its last undivided 
ray osseous or articulated, serrated or entire ; anal short. Scales 
very small ; the vent and base of the anal fin in a sheath covered 
by an enlarged imbricate row of scales. Lateral line passing to the 
centre of the base of the caudal fin. 

Geographical DistribuUon, Eivers and some lakes in the Hima- 
layan and sub-Himalayan region, extending to the confines of 
Ckna. These fishes are rarely found in the rivers of the plains at 
any distance from the base of the mountain-ranges. 

The present and the four succeeding genera, Schizopygopsis^ 
Schizothoraos^ Ptycobarbus, and Diptychus, consist of carps scale- 
less or more or less covered vdth minute scales. A membranous 
slit exists anterior to the anal fin, which is laterally bounded by a 
row of vertically-placed scales, like eave-tiles, continued along the 
base of the anal fin. These genera form the ScMzothoracince of 
McClelland. 


Synopsis of Indian Species. 

D. 4/7, A, 3/5. Anal scales about half as 

large as orbit. Black spots on body 1. 0. sinuatusy p. 248. 

D. 3/8, A. 3/5. Anal scales two thirds as large 

as orbit. Colours uniform 2. 0. richardsomiy p. 250. 

D. 3/8, A. 3/6. Anal scales about as large as 
orbit. Osseous dorsal ray weak. Colours 

^form 3. O.plagiostomusy-^.^^^. 

282. (1.) Oreinus sinuatus. (Fig. 88.) 

Schizothorax sinuatus, HocMy Fisch. Caschmivy p. 21, t. 2. 

Oreinus sinuatus. Day, Fish. India, p. 529, pi. cxxiv, fig. 4 (see 
synon.). 

Goolrgoolli and Saul, Punj, ; Jis, Cash. 

B. iii. D. 3-4/8. P. 17. Y. 10. A. 2-3/5. C. 19. L. 1. 105, 
Vert. 24/23. 

Length of head 5J to 6 in the total length. Eyes — diameter 
two ninths to one sixth of length of head, 2 to 2J diameters apart, 
and almost entirely situated in the front half of the head. Inter- 
orbital space rather convex; snout rounded, with a very slight 
appearance of pores. ^ Mouth inferior, transverse ; lower lip well 
dei^eloped, rugose, entire, having a free posterior edge, and forming 
an adhesive sucker. The posterior edge may be concave or 
slightly lobed in the middle or even straight. Inner side of lower 
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lip covered with cartilage, which is extended on to the inferior 
surface, where, however, it is not so horny. Barlels — of about 



Fig, 88 . — Oreinm dmiafus. 


equal length, and not quite so long as the eye. Preopercle with 
an emarginate posterior border. Teeth — pharyngeal, 5, 3, 2/2, 3, 
5, crooked, pointed. Fins — dorsal commences a little l 3 efore the 
ventrals, and slightly nearer to the snout than to the base of the 
caudal fin; its spine is rather strong, moderately serrated, and 
rather longer than the head without the snout ; the fin is rather 
higher than the body below it. Pectoral four fifths as long as the 
head, and extending above halfway to the ventral, which last 
reaches two thirds of the distance to the anal, its last ray divided 
to its base. The anal has a narrow base and its length slightly 
varies, reaching, when laid flat, the whole or only three fourths of 
the distance to the base of the caudal, which is lobed in its 
posterior half. Free portion of tail slightly longer than deep. 
Scales — rows above the lateral line about equal in size to those of 
the pierced row, rather smaller below it; about 16 to 20 rows 
between the lateral line and base of ventral fin, and 21 to 25 
between it and base of dorsal ; tile-like row to vent minute, each 
scale in it being from one third to half the diameter of the orbit. 
In May (at Chumba) the ova of these fish inhabiting the main 
stream were almost fully developed, being numerous and of a 
large size. Colour — greyish, becoming white below, preopercle 
dashed with golden ; lower fins tinged red. After death two or 
three rows of dark grey blotches appear above the lateral line. 
Some have scattered black and occasionally red spots, and these 
have been termed Trout. 

Hob. Afghanistan, Himalayan rivers, but not extending in the 
plains to far from the base of the mountains. This fish adheres to 
rocks by means of its sucker, and is thus enabled to reside in 
mountain rapids. It attains at least 2 feet in length, is pretty 
good eating, but bony ; it is too rich for some people, but does not 
deleteriously aSect those used to it. 
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283. (2.) Oreinus richardsonii. 

Oyprinus lichardscmii^ Gray ^ JECardio, III. Ind. ZooL i, pi. 94, fig 2. 

Oreinus richardsonii, Day^ Fish. Indian p. 530, pi. cxxv, fig. 4 (see 
synon.). 

Kemaon Trout,” Asia, Nepaul. 

B. iii. 1). 11 (3/8). P. 17. V. 10. A. 7 (2/5). C. 19. 

L. 1. 98-100. L. r. 140. 

Length of head 4 to 6 in the total length. Eyes — in the middle 
or rather before the middle of the length of the head, diameter 5 
to 6^ in the length of head ; width of interorbital space in adults 
almost flat, and nearly equal to one half length of bead. A well- 
deyeloped lower lip, which has its posterior free edge straight or 
convex. Barbels — about one half as long as eye. Teeth — ^pharyn- 
geal, 4, 4, 2/2, 4, 4, crooked, pomted. Fins — dorsal commencing 
about midway between the snout and base of the caudal, its spine 
moderately strong, toothed, becoming nearly smo)th in large 
specimens, and as long as the head excluding the snout. Pectoral 
four fifths as long as the head. Ventral not reaching anal, nor the 
latter the caudal. Beales — 24 rows between the lateral line and 
base of the dorsal fin, and 1 9 between lateral line and ventral ; the 
scales of the tile-like row equal two thirds of the diameter of the 
eye in the young, and are as high as the diameter of orbit in adults. 
Pree portion of the tail as long as deep. Colour — bluish along the 
back, becoming silvery shot with gold on the sides and beneath. 
Head likewise glossed with purple and gold. In some specimens 
there are black spots on the sides and bead. 

Hah. Nepal, Bhutan, and the sub-Hiinalayan range. 

284. (3.) Oreinus plagiostomus. 

Schizothorax plagiostomus, Heckel, Fisch. Caschmir, p. 16, pi. 1. 

Oreinus plagiostomus, Day, Fish, India, p. 630 (see synon.). 

B, iii. D. 10-11 (2-3/8). P. 17. V. 11. A. 7 (2/5). C. 19. 

L. 1.110. L.r. 170. 

Length of head 5| to 6 in the total length. Eyes — diameter 4^ 
to 8 in the length of head, and in or rather before the middle of 
the length of the head. Literorbital space nearly flat, and 
equalling about oije half length of head ; lower lip with a nearly 
straight and free posterior margin, and studded with glands ,* some 
specimens have glands on the snout. Barbels — ^not so long as the 
eye. Teeth — ^pharyngeal, crooked, pointed, 5, 4, 2/2, 4, 5. Fins — 
dorsal osseous ray weak, its stiff portion as long as the head 
without the suout, its serrature feeble, almost absent in adults ; 
the fin is not so high as the body, it commences midway between 
the end of the snout and the root of the caudal ; anal when laid 
fiat reaches the base of the caudal ; the scales along its base well 
developed, the largest being about the size of the orbit m the 
young, exceeding it in the adult. Colour — uniform silvery, or 
with black spots. 

Hah, Afghanistan, Kashmir, and Bhutan. 
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5. ,Geiius SCHIZOPYGOPSIS, Steindachner. 

' Abdomen rounded. Snout obtusely conical. Month trans^verse, 
inferior, with a slight cleft ; mandible with a sharp auterior edge, 
having a horny covering, and the upper lip continuous with a short 
lateral one. Barbels absent. Phai’yngeal teeth compressed, 4 or 
3, 3/3, 3 or 4. Dorsal fin short, with a serrated ray, and situated 
nearly opposite to the ventrals; anal short. Scales small, few, 
and only present in the scapular region, except a scaled sheath to 
the vent and along the base of the anal fin. Lateral line continued 
to the centre of the base of the caudal. Ova comparatively large. 

285. (1.) ScMzopygopsis stoliczkae. (Pig. 89.) 

Schizopygopsis stoliczkse, Steind. Verb, s.-S. Ge$. Wien, 1866, 
' p. 786 ; Day, Fish. India, p. 531, pi. cxxiv, fig. 2. 

B. iii. D. 10-11 (3-4/7-8). P. 13. V. 11. ^ 7 (2/5). G. 19. 

Length of head 5 to 5| in the total length. E^es — diameter 4 
to 5 in the length of the head, 1 to 1^ diameters from the end of 
the snout, and 1^ to 2 apart. The greatest width of the head 
equals its length behind the middle of the eyes, and its height 
equals its length excluding the snout. The maxilla reaches to 
below the front edge of the eye. An anterior, sharp, horny edge 



Kg, 89. — Schizopygopsis stoliczkce, 

to the mandible. Fins — ^the dorsal as high as the body, it com- 
mences about midway between the end of the snout and the root 
of the caudal fin, its last undi^dded ray osseous and finely serrated. 
Pectoral not quite so long as the head, and reaching rather above 
halfway to the ventral, which latter arises below the middle of the 
dorsal and does not reach the anal. Anal rather above twice as 
high as its base is long, it extends to the caudal when laid flat. 
Caudal deeply forked. Colour — olive superiorly, becoming white 
on the sides and beneath, the whole covered with irregular blackish 
spots. ■ 

Eccb, Leh and head-waters of Indus, also tributaries of the 
Yarkand and Oxus pivers-. 
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6. Genus SCHIZOTHORAX, HeckeP. 

Sjn. Sckizopygef sp., Heckel } IRacoma, sp., McOlelL ,* OpistocJieilm, pt., 
Bleeker, 

Abdomen rounded. Snout conically rounded, and laterally 
somewhat compressed, with the mouth arched and antero-inferior ; 
mandible neither broad, flattened, nor with a sharp margin, its 
edge sometimes having a thin, deciduous horny covering. Barbels 
four. Pharyngeal teeth pointed, hooked, 5, 3, 2/2, 3, 5. Dorsal 
fin rather short, with a strong, osseous, serrated ray, and arising 
opposite the ventrals ; anal short. Scales very small, the vent and 
base of the anal fin in a sheath, covered by an enlarged row ar- 
ranged like tiles. Lateral line passing to the centre of the base of 
the caudal fin. 

Geographical Distrilution, Mountain-streams and rivers of the 
Himalayan regioi;, also Afghanistan and Turkestan. 


* The following species of this genus have also been recorded : — 

A. Lower labial fold uninterrupted, 

a. Dorsal spine strong, serrated. 

1. Sohizothorax harbaUiSi McClelland, Oalc, Jour. N. H. ii, p. 680. — ^Afghan- 
istan. 

b. Dorsal spine feeble, serrated. 

2. 8, rttoheam, McClelland, 1. o, p. 680 — ^Afghanistan. 

3. 8. edeniana, McClelland, L <?. p. 579. — Oabul river. 

B. Lower labial fold interrupted. Dorsal spine strong^ serrated, 

4. 8. niger, Heckel, Pisehe aus Caschmir,p. 29, pi. v. — ^Kashmir. 

5. 8.ptcnGtatusj Day, P. Z. S. 1876, p. 785, — Kashmir. 

6. 8, micropogonf Heckel, 1. o, p. 41, t. viii, fig. 1. — Kashmir. 

7. 8. plamfrons, Heckel, ^ c, p 44, t viii, fig. 2 — Kashmir. 

8. 8, Jmegehi, Heckel, I, c, p. 36, pi. vn. —Kashmir. 

9 8, curvfrons, Heckel, 1. c, p. 25, pi. iii. — Kashmir. 

10. 8. intmnedius, McClelland, I c, p. 579 ; Day, 1. c, p 786, pi. exxiv, fig. 1. — 
Afghanistan and Turkestan. 

11. 8. nasus, Heckel, 1. c. p. 32, pi. vi.— Kashmir.’ 

12. 8, mterocephcdus, Day, 1. o, p, 787, pi. cxxv, fig. 2. — From a tributary of 
the Oxus Panja. 

13. 8 longipinnis, Heckel, 1. c. p. 27, t. iv.— Kashmir. 

14. 8, chrysocMonis, Day, L o. p. 784 ; Raooma ckrysochlora^ McClelland, 
I, c, p. 677, t. XV, fig. 3 ; 5 biddulph, Gliinther, A. M. N . H. ser. 4, xvii, 1876, 
p. 400. — ^Afghanistan and Turkestan 

15. 8, nobilis ; Baeoma nobilzs, McClelland, 1. o, p. 677, t. xv, fig. 4. — Afghan- 
istan. 

16. 8. labiatus, McClelland, I, c. p. 578, t. xv, fig. 1. — ^Afghanistan. 

17. 8. gobimdes ; Baeoma gobtoides, McClelland, I, o. p. 576, t. xv, fig. 3 — Af- 
ghanistan. 

18. 8. brevis , Baeoma brems, McClelland, I, e. p. 578. — ^Afghanistan. 

Amongst the foregoing 18 species it is most probable that several will turn 

out to be synonyms ; some of those described by McClelland may belong to the 
genus Oreinus. 
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Synopsis of Indian Spedes, 

B. 11-12, A. 7, L. 1. 150. Snout elongate. 

Lower lip with a free posterior edge 1, S. progastm, p. 253. 

D. 12, A. 7. Lower labial fold interrupted. ... 2. /SI esocinusj p. 254. 

286. (1.) ScMzothorax prog^astus. (Pig. 90.) 

Oreinus progastus, Me dell As, JRes, xix, pt. 2 j Ind, Cyp, pp. 274, 
S43, pi. 40, fig. 4. 

Sehizothorax progastus, Day, Fish, India, p. 532, pi. cxxii, fig. 7 
(see sjnon.). 

Bmnawah, N. W. Prov. ; Adoee and Loh-one, Assamese. 

B. iii. D. 11-12 (3/8-9). P. 19. T. 11. A. 2/5. 0. 19. 

L. 1. 150-160. 

Length of head 5| to 5i in the total length. Eyes — from 4| 
to 6 diameters in the length of the head and situated in its middle. 
Snout pointed. Depth of cleft of mouth equals the width of the 
gape. ^ Upper jaw projecting ; lip thick and fleshy, having a free 
posterior edge in its whole circumference, upper lip elevated in the 
centre, lower with a central lobe and a lateral one on either side. 
Lips internally covered with a thin, deciduous, cartilaginous layer. 
Barbels — four, the rostral about as long as the orbit, the maxillary 
pair rather shorter, dorsal commences midway between 



Pig. 90 . — Schizothorax progastus. 

end of snout and root of caudal fin, its osseous ray strong, coarsely 
serrated, and as long as the head behind the angle of the mouth. 
The pectoral does not reach the ventral, nor the latter the anal. 
Anal when laid flat nearly reaches the base of the caudal, which is 
deeply forked. Scales — in tile-like rows but little developed, the 
largest not being half as broad as the orbit. About 18 rows 
between the lateral line and base of ventral fin. Colour — uniform 
silvery, sometimes having a few fine spots; fins with darkish 
edges. 

I{ah. Himalayas, from the head-waters of the Ganges to Sadiya 
in Upper Assam. Common at Hardwar, where the Ganges de- 
bouches into the plains. It attains at least 20 inches in length. 


254 


TJJ.EOSXEI.t“ PHYSOSTOMI; 


287. (2.) Schizotliorax esocinns. 

Schizothorax esocinus, Hechel, FiscJi, Caschnir^ p. 48, t. ix ; Day^ 
Fish India, p. 533) pL cxxiii, Hg. 4 (see synon.). 

B. iii. D. ia(4/8)‘ ; ; P. 20. V. 10. A. 7 (2/5). C. 20. 

Length of head 4^ to 4^ in the total length. Fyes — diameter 

in the length of head, 2 diameters from the end of snout, and 
also apart. The upper jaw the longer ; the maxilla reaches to 
nearly below the front edge of the eye. Lower labial fold inter- 
rupted in the middle. A horny covering to inside of the lower 
jaw. Barhels — the rostral more than half longer than the eye, the 
maxillary a little shorter. Fins — the dorsal as high as the body, 
commencing slightly nearer to the base of the caudal than to the 
end of the snout; its last undivided ray osseous, coarsely serrated 
posteriorly, 'whilst its bony portion is as long as the head excluding 
the snout. The pectoral does not quite reach the ventral; the 
latter, which arises beneath the second or third undivided dorsal 
rav, extends tv o thirds of the distance to the anal. Length of base 
of anal about three sevenths of its height, when laid flat the anal 
reaches the caudal, which is deeply forked- Tree portion of the 
tail as high at its base as it is long. Colour — silvery, wdth nume- 
rous black spots, most distinct in the upper half of the body. 

Hah, Leh or Ladak and head-waters of the Indus, also Kashmir 
and Afghanistan, 

7. Genus PTYCHOBAEBUS, Steindachner. 

Abdomen rounded; snout conical; mouth arched, anterior or 
inferior. Two maxillary barbels. Pharyngeal teeth compressed 
4. 3/3, 4, Dorsal fin situated opposite the ventrals, without or 
with a feeble osseous ray, which is smooth or serrated ; anal short. 
Scales small, covering the body, and forming a sheath at the base 
of the vent and anal fin. Lateral line continued to the centre of 
the base of the caudal. 

Geographical Distribuimi, Head-waters of the Indus, Tibet and 
Kashgar. 

288. (1.) Ptychobarbus conirostris. (Pig. 91.) 

Ptychohaibus conirostris, Steind, Verh, Ges. Wien, 1866, p. 790, 
pi. 17, fig. 4 ; Fay, FtnL India, p. 533, pi. cxxv, fig. 3. 

B.iii. D. 10(2/8). P.22. Y. 10. A. 7-8. C. 19. 

L. 1. 95. L. tr. 24/—. 

Length of head 4| to 5 in total length. Fyes — diameter from 
4| to 5| in the length of head, 2 diameters from the end of snout, 
and apart. Mouth rdther overhung by the snout ; the maxilla 
reaches to below^ the front edge of the orbit. Lower labial fold 
very broad, uninterrupted. Barhels — a maxillary pair, which in 
the adult reach to the hind edge of the preopercle. Fins — the 
dorsal, situated midway between the snout and the base of the 
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caudal fin, has no osseous ray, and is as high as the body below it- 
The pectoral is as long as the head behind the nostril, and does not 
quite reach the ventral, which latter arises beneath the last few 
dorsal rays, and extends two thirds of the distance to the base q£ 
the anal. Anal when laid flat reaches the base of the caudal, its 



Eig. 91. — Ft^chobarbus comrostris. 


base is 2^ in its height. Scales — ^the tile-like row small, not one 
third the diameter of the eye. Colour — silvery, darkest on the 
back and upper half of the body, where most of the scales have 
dark edges. Upper surface of the head spotted with black. Some 
dark spots on the dorsal fin, and sometimes a few light ones on 
the caudal. 

Hal, Head-waters of the Indus and Tibet. 

8. Grenus DIPTYCHUS, Steindachner. 

Abdomen rounded; snout obtuse; mouth inferior, transverse, 
curved ; lower jaw^ sharp, with an internal homy covering ; lips 
continuous and having an uninterrupted labial fold across the 
mandible- Two maxillaiy barbels. G-ill-opening narrow'. Pha- 
ryngeal teeth compressed 4, 3/3, 4. Dorsal fin without osseous ray, 
commencing anterior to the ventrals ; anal short ; caudal forked. 
Scales small, not imbricate but scattered along the upper two 
thirds of the body, the thoracic region, the sides and the tail, also 
a scaly sheath to the vent and base of the anal fin. Lateral line 
continued to the centre of the base of the caudal. 

289. (1.) Diptychus maculatus. (Pig. 92.) 

Diptychus macTilatus, Verh,z,'-l, Ges, TFzew, 1866, p. 788, 1. 13, 

fig. 5 ; Bay, Fish, IndiUj p 534, pi. cxxiv, fig. 3 (see synon.). 

B. iii. D. 10-11 (2-3/8-9). P. 19. Y. 9. A. 7 (2/5). 

C. 19. L. 1. 80-90. 

Length of head 5 to 6 in the total length. Eyes — diameter 4^ 
ill the young to 6 in the adult in the length of the head, 1 J to 2 
diameters from the end of the snout, and 1-J- apart. Lower labial 
fold interrupted in the middle, Barlds — a pair on the maxilla 
hardly so long as the eye. Fins — dorsal as high as the body, 
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arising rather nearer the snout than the base of the caudal fin, the 
last undivided raj articulated. Pectoral not quite so long as the 
head and reaching rather above halfway to the ventral, which 
latter commencing below the last dorsal raj extends halfway to 



Fig. 92. — Bvj^tyckm mamlatus. 


the anal. Height of anal nearly three times the length of its base, 
laid fiat the anal reaches the caudal. Scales — scattered over the 
upper two thirds of the body and pectoral region. Tile-like row 
well developed. Free portion of tail one half longer than l\igh at 
its base. Colour — bluish, lightest interiorly, indistinctly blotched 
and spotted in the upper half of the body ; often a narrow dull 
band along the lateral line, and a second below it. In some spe- 
cimens the dorsal and caudal fins are much spotted. 

Hah, Head-waters of the Indus, Tibet, Nepal, and afiluents of 
the Yarkand river. 


9. Genus LABEO, Cuvier. 

S^. Bangana, pt,, Ham. Buck, ; Bohita^ pt., Ouv. and Val. ; Tylognathits, 
Heckel; Nandina, Gray^ Hypselolarhm, DiplocheiluSj Biplocheilichtkys^ 
LohocheiluSj Bohtichthys, MoruliuSy 8ch%smator7iynchuSj and GohionichthySj 
Bleeker ; Gohioharhus^ Dyhowski ; ParalytognatMis, Sauvage. 

Body moderately elongated, abdomen rounded; mouth sometimes 
anterior but mostly inferior, transverse, and semi-oval. Lips thick, 
covering the Jaws, continuous at the angle of the mouth, and one 
or both having an inner transverse fold. A soft and movable 
horny covering, with a sharp margin on the inner side of one or 
both lips. Snout rounded, generally projecting beyond the mouth, 
mostly covered with tubercles, and sometimes having a lateral 
lobe or projection. Barbels, when present, four or two ; if there is 
only one pair they are on the maxilla, the second being on the 
snout. Pharyngeal teeth hooked and in three rows, generally 5, 
4, 2/2, 4, 5. Dorsal fin of moderate length or elongate, destitute 
of any osseous ray, and arising anterior to the commencement of 
the ventral. Anal short. Scales of large, moderate, or small size. 
Lateral line running along the middle of the side of the tail. Gill- 
rakers usually short. 
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The horny la 3 ’-erj \^hich is so common inside of the lips of the 
ScMzothoracince, is still perceptible in the fishes of this genus, but 
in many of those of the plains takes on the character more of a thin 
cartilaginous than of a hornj covering. The snout has sometimes a 
deep depi*ession across it as observed in Discognathjs, The fins 
frequently increase in height and length more rapidly than do the 
proportions of the body ; in adults the upper edge of the dorsal fin is 
often more concave than in the j^'oung. The largest species are found 
near the coldest hills, pointing to their probable Palaearctic origin. 
In some species having the least number of dorsal ra} s, the lips are 
much thinner than in the typical Laheos ; should such have only 
tv\ 0 barbels these are maxillary, whereas in Girrhina they would 
be rostral. 

Geograjghical Distribution. Tropical Africa, Syria, throughout the 
fresh waters of India, Ceylon, and Burma, to the Malay Archi- 
pelago, <fec. 

Synojpsis of Indian SjgeGies. 

D. 24 -26, L. 1. 42-44, L. tr. 6-7/8. 4 bar- 
bels 

D. 19-22, L. 1. 44-47, L. tr. 9-10/8-9. 4 

barbels 

D. 17-18, L. 1. 66, L, tr. 6/7. 4 barbels. 

Nearly black 

D. 16-18/L. 1. 40-44, L. tr. 7J/8. 4 bar- 
bels. Slate-colour 

D. 17, L. 1. 46-47. 2 maxillary barbels. 

Dark grey 

D. 15-17, L. 1. 71-84, L. tr. 16/17. 4 

barbels 

D. 15-16, L. 1. 63-55, L. tr. 8-9/9. 4 

barbels 

D. 15-16, L. 1. 40-42, L. tr. 6^/9. 4 bar- 
bels 

D. 15-16, L. 1. 39, L. tr. 7/8. 4 barbels . . 

D. 14, L. 1. 39-40, L. tr. 8/7. A pair of 

maxillary barbels 10. Z. potail, 264. 

D. 15-16, L.*'!. 38-41, L. tr. 7/8. 4 bar- 
bels 11. Z. p. 264. 

D. 14, L. 1. 40, L. tr. 6/11. 2 barbels. ... 12. Z. ccei’uleuSj p. 265. 

D, 13, L. 1. 41-44, L. tr. 8/9. Mouth wide. 

2 barbels 13. i. diplostomiis^ p 265. 

D. 13, L. 1. 43, L. tr. 8J/7J. 2 barbels . . 14. Z. dyochilus, p. 266. 

D. 13, L. 1. 40-42, L. tr. 7^/8. 2 barbels . 15. Z. pangusia, p. 266. 

D. 12-13, L. 1. 42, L. tr. 7/8. 2 or 4 bar- 
bels 16. i. angi'a, p. 267. 

D. 11-12, L. 1. 37-40, L. tr. 7/7. 2 bar- 
bels 17. i. bataj p. 268. 

D. 12-13, L. 1 41-43, L. tr. 8/9. 2 bar- 
bels 18. Z.microphthalmuSj-p, 26S. 

D. 12, L. 1. 60, L. tr. 12-14. One pair of 

maxillary barbels 19. X. hoggut. p. 269. 

D. 11-12, L 1 37-39, L. tr. 7/7. One pair 

of small maxillary barbels. Silvery. , 20. Z. bog a, p. 269. 

s 


1. Z. nandina^ p. 258. 

2. X Jind)riatu6,^. 25S. 

3. X. mgrescmsj p. 259. 

4. X. calhasUj p. 259. 

5. X. stoliczkcB, p. 260. 

6. X. gonius^ p. 261. 

7. X. dussumieri, p. 262. 

8. X. rohita, p. 262. 

9. X. porceUus^ p. 263. 
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D. 11, L. 1. 38, L. tr. 8/9. One pair of 
maxillarj 'barbels j a deep groove 

across snout 21. I/, nulda^ p. 270. 

D. 11, L.l. 40-42, L. tr. 8/8. 2 barbels. . 22. L. nignpinnis, p. 271. 

D. 12-13, L. 1. 43, L. tr. 8/9. 2 barbels. . 23. X. smdemis, p. 271. 

D. 11, L. 1. 38, L. tr. 7/8. 2 barbels .... 24 X. ar^za, p. 272. 

D. 11, L. 1. 38, L. tr. 6/6. 2 barbels .... 25. X. hawrus, p. 272, 

290. (1.) Labeo nandina. 

Oyprinus nandina, Ham, BueTi, Fish. Ganges, pp. 300, 388, pi viii, 
fig. 84. 

Labeo nandina, Bay, Fish. India, p. 635, pi cxxvi, figs. 1 & 2 
(variety maoronotus) (see synon ). 

Nandin, Beng. ; Nga-ohn-don, Nga-net-pyah, Nga-yin-pounsa, and 
Nga-thyn, Burmese. 

B. iii. D. 24-26 (2-3/22-24). P. 15. V. 9. A. 7 (2/5). 0. 19. 
L. 1,42-44. L.tr. 6-7/8. 

Length of head 4| to 5, of caudal fin 4J to 4|, height of body 4 
in the total length. Eyes — diameter 4J to 5 in length of head, 
diameters from end of snout, and 24 apart. Dorsal profile rather 
concave above the eyes j interorbital space flat ; the width of the 
mouth one third of the length of the head. Snout obtuse, slightly 
projecting beyond the jaws, no lateral lobe ; a few fine pores on snout. 
Lips thick and fringed, with a distinct inner fold above and below. 
Barlels — four, short. Fms — the dorsal commences midway be- 
tween the snout and the end of the base of the anal fin ; its 
upper edge is somewhat convex. Caudal deeply forked. Ecales — 
five rows between the lateral Ime and base of ventral fin. Colour 
—dark greenish above, becoming lighter on the sides and beneath ; 
a few cloudy blotches along the sides ; the centre of many of the 
scales reddish. 

Hah. Bengal, Assam, and Burma. I have obtained this species 
as high up the Irrawaddy as Mandalay. Said to attain 3 feet in 
length, and 30 or 40 pounds in weight. 

291. (2.) Labeo fimbriatus. 

Oyprinus fimbriatus, Bloch, Ich, xii, p. 50, pi. 409 j Bl. Schn. Syst, 
Ich. p. 441. 

Labeo fimbriatus, Bay, Fish. India, p. 536, pi. cxxvi, fig. 3 (see 
synon.). 

Shaal, Tam. ; Buchu and Gandurnenu, Tel. ; Bdkrum, Ooriah ; Tambra, 
Marathi. 

B. iii. D. 19-22 (3-4/15-18). P. 17. Y. 9. A. 7 (2/5). 0. 19. 
L. 1. 44-47. L. tr. 9-10/8. 

Length of head 6^ to 6^ in the total length. Eyes — diameter 
3| to 4| in length of head, 1| to 1^ diameters from end of snout, 
and 2 apart. Dorsal profile more convex than that of the abdomen. 
The mouth slightly overhung by the snout, which is obtuse, rather 
swollen, and studded with minute pores, but destitute of a lateral 
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lobe. Lips thick, continuous, and having an inner foW above and 
below, both fringed. Barhds — ^rostral and maxillary pairs short. 
Teeth — pharyngeal, 5, 3, 2/2, 3, 5. Fins — dorsal commences some- 
what nearer to the snout than to the base of the caudal, it is two 
thirds as high as the body, its upper edge concave. Pectoral nearly 
as long as the head, it does not reach the ventral. The ventral 
nearly extends to the anal, and the latter to the caudal- Caudal 
deeply forked. Beales — 6 or 7 rows between the lateral line 
and the base of the ventral fin. Colour — silvery along the back, 
becoming lighter on the sides and beneath. Pins, more especially 
the ventral, anal, and lower caudal lobe, stained with black. 
Sometimes a diffused dark blotch, almost invariably present in 
the young, at the base of the caudal. 

Hah. Sind, Punjab, the Deccan, and probably N.E. Bengal; 
also Southern India at least to Orissa, not recorded from Malabar 
or Canara. Attains a foot and a half in length, and is good eating, 
but bony. 

292. (3.) Labeo nigrescens. 

Laheo nigrescens, T>ay^ P. Z S. 1870, p. 371 ; Fisk. India, p. 636, 
pi. cxxvii, fig. 2 (see synon ). 

Mulrvel and Kurri-minu, Oanarese. 

B. ill. D. 17-18 (2-3/14-15). P, 19. A. 7 (2/5). C. 19-21. 
L. 1. 36. L.tr. 6/7. 

Length of head 5 in the total len^h. Eyes — diameter 4 to 5 
in the length of head, 2 diameters from the end of snout and 
also apart. Snout rather swollen and rounded, and somewhat 
projecting over the lower jaw ; a small lateral lobe ; glands over 
the whole of the snout. A very distinct labial fold both above 
and below ; a deep transverse groove across the chin ; lower lip 
deeply fringed. Barbels — maxillary as long as the orbit, rostral 
rather shorter. Fins — dorsal commences midway between front 
end of snout and posterior end of base of anal fin. The pectoral 
reaches to above the ventral ; the latter, which is inserted beneath 
the fourth dorsal rav, reaches to the anal. Anal rather elongated 
anteriorly, being three fifths higher than its base is long; if 
laid backwards it reaches the base of the caudal, which latter fin is 
deeply forked. Beales — 4.^- rows between the lateral line and base 
of the ventral fin. Colour — deep brown, each scale with a black 
spot at its base. Pins black. 

Hah. Mangalore and South Canara ; said to attain 18 inches in 
length. 

293. (4.) Labeo calbasu. (Pig. 93.) 

Cypriniis calbasu, Ham. Buck. Fish. Gang. pp. 297, 387, pi. ii, 

fig- S3. . ^ 

Labeo calbasu, Bay, Fish. India, p. 636, pi, cxxvi, fig. 4 (see synon ). 

Hulla-gandu~m&nu, Telugu ; Kalhasu and Kundna, Beng., and 
(Soane) ; Mahlee, Assam ; Kala~beim&, Ooriah and Hind. ; 1 unj ; 

S dl 
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Bi-hee, Sind.; XdnosM, Mardtli; Bai, Outoh; Kuiri-minu, Oanarese ; 
Nga-nekrpya, Nga-noo-than, Nga-ot^-tonj, and Nga-gyem-boo, Burmese. 

B. iii. B. 16-18 (3/13-15). P. 19. V. 9. A. 7 (2/5). 0. 19. 
L. 1.40-44, L.tr.7i/8. 

Length of head 5 to 6 in the total length. diameter 4 to 

5 m the length of the head, 1^ to 2 diameters from end of snout, 
and 2.^ apart. Mouth rather narrow ; snout obtuse and depressed, 
destitute of a lateral lobe but vith pores. Lips thick, fringed 
(more especially the lower one), and each having a distinct inner 
fold. Barbeh—iovii, the rostral slightly the longer, and about 
equal in length to the dninieter of the orbit. Teeth — pharyngeal, 
crooked, 5, 4, 2/2, 4, 5. Fins — dorsal commences in advance of the 



Fig 93. — Labeo calbasu. 

ventrals, and midway between the snout and the base o£ the caudal, 
its upper margin somewhat concave. Ventral commences below 
tbe tourtb or fifth dorsal ray. Caudal deeply forked. Scales — 
5-| to 6 rows between the lateral line and the base of the ventral 
fin. In some districts, adults have very elongated fins, the jfirst 
few dorsal rays reach even to the base of the caudal, the ventral 
extends to the end of the base of the anal, whilst the anal when 
laid flat reaches the middle of the caudal. Colour — blackish ; some- 
times, especially in examples from clear streams, many of the scales 
have a scarlet centre. Fins black, occasionally the end of the upper 
lobe of the caudal white. 

Hah, Punjab, Sind, Cuteh, Deccan, Southern India and Malabar, 
from the Kistna through Orissa, Bengal, and Burma. It grows to 
3 feet in length ; were it not for its numerous bones, it would be 
excellent eating. 


294. (6.) Labeo stoliczkae. 

Labeo stoliczkse, Sfeindachner^Sttzvngsb h k.Ahad TT''«ew,lxi, Abth. 1, 
1870, p. 634 ; Day, Fish. Indiaj p. 537, pi. cxxxv, fig. 1 (^see synou.). 
Ffga-ihyny^ Burm. 
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B. iii. D. 15-16 (3/12-13). P. 19. V. 9. A. 7 (2/5). C. 19. 
L.1.44. L.tr.9/13. 

Length of head 4^ in the total length. Eyes — diameter 3^ to 
4 in the length of head, about 1 diameter from end of snout, and 
2 apart. Snout not swollen, destitute of a lateral lobe, and not 
overhanging the upper jaw. A deep groove across the chin, with 
a distinct labial fold. Lower lip very finely fringed. Pores on the 
snout. Barbels — very short maxillary pair concealed in the 
labial fold. Fins — upper edge of dorsal fin concave, the fin com- 
mences midway between the end of the snout and the posterior 
extremity of the base of the anal fin ; it is two thirds as high as the 
body below it, and the length of its base equals its greatest height. 
Pectoral as long as the head excluding the snout ; ventral inserted 
below the fifth dorsal ray. Anal laid fl^at does not reach the caudal, 
which is forked. Lateral Ihie — ^ to 8 rows of scales between it 
and the base of the ventral fin. Colour — of a deep leaden silvery 
along the upper half of the body, w'hite sliot with gold beneath. 

A black mark behind the gill-openings, and in the young another 
on the side of the tail. 

Hah, Irrawaddy ri\er, and also Moulmein. 


295. (6.) Labeo gonius. 

Cyprinus gonius, Ham. Buck. Fishes of Ganges^ pp. 292, 387,1 

Labeo gonius, Bay^ Fuh^ India^ p. 537, pi, cxxvii, fig. 1 (see 
synon.). 

Mosoo^ Tel. j Cursua^ Ooriah ; Kwrehi and Goni^ Beng. \ Cursa and 
Colloose, Hind. ; Cotme and Bahtoor, Assam ; Cir-re-oh, Sind ; Wga-^dane 
and Nga-Jioo^ Bui‘mese \ Fga^-pay, Tenasserim. 

B. iii. D, 15-17 (2-3/13-14). P.17. Y. 9. A. 7 (2/5). 
0.19. L. 1.71-84. L.tr. 16/17. 

Length of head 5 to 5| in the total length. Eyes — diameter 4| 
to 5 in the length of the head, 1 J diameters from the end of snout, 
2| apart. Dorsal profile more convex than that of the abdomen. 
Mouth rather narrow, its width equalling 8J in the length of the 
head ; no lateral lobe, hut numerous pores on the snout. Lips 
thick, and with a distinct inner fold in their entire circumference, 
both fringed. Barbels — ^rostral and maxillary present but short. 
Teeth — pharyngeal, plough- shaped, 5, 4, 2/2, 4, 5, Fins — the 
dorsal commences much nearer the snout than the base of the 
caudal fin ; it is two thirds as high as the body, and its upper edge 
is concave. Pectoral nearly or quite as long as the head. Ventral 
commences under the middle of the dorsal. Caudal deeply forked. 
Beales — from 9 to 13 rows between the lateral line and the base 
of the ventral fin. Colour — greenish along the back, becomiog 
lighter on the sides ; scales darkest at their margins, many having 
red lunules on them. 

This fish is extensively used for the purpose of stocking tanks. 
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At Calcutta the form L. gonim is most common with D. 2/13, but 
I have seen two specimens with D. 2/14 from the locality. In 
Orissa and Ganjam the rows of scales along the lateral line are 
about 74, with only about 9 rows of scales between the lateral line 
and base of the ventral fin. To the north, as at Saharanpur, the 
scales along the lateral line only number 71, \vbile there are 10 
or 11 rows between it and the base of the ventral fin. In the 
Brahmaputra the form L, gonius is found as high as Gauhati, 
where it mostly has D. 2/14 ; with it is another variety (L. cursis) 
with D. 2/14, a rather higher body than is normal, the scales 
in rather irregular rows, some red spots on the sides, and about 
15 rows of scales between the lateral line and base of the ventral 
fin. 

ffah, Indus in Sind, through the N.W. Provinces, Bengal, and 
Orissa to Ganjam, as low as the Kistna ; Assam and Burma. This 
species attains nearly 5 feet in length. 

296. (7.) Labeo dussumieri. 

Rohita dussumieri, Cuv. ^ Val H. N. Foiss xvi, p. 258, pi. 475. 

Labeo dussumieri, Fish, Indiuj p. 538, pi. cxxvi, tig. 5 ( see 
synon.). 

Tooke, Mai. 

B.iii. D. 15-16 (3/12-13). P.17. V. 9. A, 7 (215). 
0.19. L. 1.53-60. L.tr. 8-9/9. 

Length of head 5j to 7 in the total length. Eyes — diameter 4 
to 4-^ m length of head, 1| diameters from end of snout, and 3 
apart. Body elongated and compressed, the abdominal profile 
rather more convex than the dorsal. Mouth of moderate width 
and somewhat inferior, surrounded by fleshy, fringed lips, having 
a distinct inner fold above and below, but no lateral lobe. Some- 
times numerous pores on the snout, extending posteriorly as far as 
the orbits, and below the nostrils. Barbels — four, minute. Fins — 
dorsal commences midway between the end of the snout and end 
of base of anal fin ; its upper edge concave. Caudal very deeply 
forked, Beales — 5 or 5\ rows between the lateral line and the 
base of the ventral fin. Golour — greyish, lightest beneath ; scales 
with a reddish centre, edged with a darker shade. IJsually a dull 
dififused dark spot on either side of the tail. Pins dusky. 

Eab. Rivers of South Malabar, Ceylon, and perhaps Bombay ; 
attaining at least 13 inches in length. 

297. (8.) Labeo roMta. 

Cyprinus rohita, Ham. Biech. Fish. Ganges.^ pp 301, 388, pi. 36, fig. 85. 

Laheo rohita, Bay^ Fish. India, p. 538, pi. cxx\ii. fig. 4 (see synon.). 

BuhUi Ooriah ,* Buee, Beog. ; JSfga-myit-ckin , 'Nga-myiirtsan-nee, and 
Nga-thyn, Burmese ; Bum-bra, Sind. 

B. iii. B. 15-16 (3/12-13). P. 17. V. 9. A. 7 (2/5). C. 19. 

L. 1,40-42. L.tr. 6^/9. 
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Length of head 4| to 5 in the total length. Eyes — diameter 4 
to 6 in the length of the head, i-| to 2 diameters from end of snout, 
and 3 apart. Dorsal profile more convex than that of the abdo- 
men, somewhat concave over the orbit. Snout obtuse, depressed, 
not or scarcely swollen, but projecting beyond the jaws ; no lateral 
lobe; lips rather thick, fringed, and with a distinct inner fold 
above and below. Barbels — a short and thin maxillary pair; a 
rostral pair said to be sometimes present. Teeth — pharyngeal, 
plough-shaped, 5, 4, 3/3, 4, 5. Fim — the dorsal arises about 
midway between the snout and the base of the caudal fi[n ; it is not 
quite so high as the body, and its upper edge is moderately 
concave. Pectoral as long as the head excluding the snout. 
Ventral inserted below the third or fourth dorsal ray. Caudal 
deeply forked. Beales — 6 to 6-|- rows between lateral line and base 
of ventral fin. Colour — bluish or brownish along the back, be- 
coming silvery on the sides and beneath ; sometimes there is a red 
mark on each scale. In some specimens the fins are black. 

Hal, Presh waters of Sind, and from the Punjab through India 
and Assam to Burma. Not found in Madras nor on the Western 
coast. . This fish attains 3 feet or more in length. It is esteemed 
excellent as food, and propagated with care in ponds in Bengal. 

298. (9.) Laheo porcellns. 

Tylognathus porcellns, Heelcel, in HvgeVs Xashmir^ iv, p. 385. 

Labeo porcellns, Bay, Fish, India, p. 539, pi. cxxviii, fig. 1 (see 
synon.). 

B.iii. D. 15-16 (2/13-14). P.17. Y. 9. A. 7 (2/5). 0.19. 
L. 1. 39. L.tr. 7/8. 

Length of head 6 in the total length. Eyes — diameter 5 in the 
length of head, 2 diameters from the end of snout and also apart. 
Dorsal profile rather more convex than that of the abdomen. 
Snout rather projecting. lips thick, with a distinct inner fold to 
both jaws, which have each a thin cartilaginous internal covering. 
Gill-rakers small and rather closely set. Barbels — ^four, the 
maxillary rather longer than the rostral pair. Fins — dorsal not 
quite so high as the body ; it commences midway between the snout 
and the posterior end of the base of the anal fin, its upper edge is 
rather concave. Pectoral as long as the head; ventral rather 
shorter. Beales — 5 rows between the lateral line and the base of 
the ventral fin. Colour — greyish superiorly, becoming dull white 
on the sides and beneath ; most of the scales darkest at their edges. 
A dark spot usually present at the base of the caudal fin. Be- 
hind the centre of the opercle is a bluish spot, which may be 
continued on to the shoulder. Pins greyish, darkest along their 
centres. 

Hab, Poona and Bombay. Pound also in Ceylon (Baly), 



264 


ajELEOSTEI. — ^PHTSOSTOMI. 


299. (10.) Laleo potail. 

Cyprinus potail, Syhes, Tr. Z S. ii, p. 354. 

Labeo potail, Bay, Fish, India, p. 6S9, pi. cxxvii, fig. 3 (see sj^non ). 

Botondi, Malir. 

B. iii. D. 13-14 (2/11-12). P. 17. V. 9. A. 7 (2/5). 0. 19. 

L. 1.39-40. L.tr. 8/7. 

Length of head 6^ in the total length. Eyes — situated in the 
commencement of the posterior half of the head, from 4 to 6 
diameters in the length of the head. Dorsal profile rather more 
convex than that of the abdomen. Mouth narrow. Snout over- 
hanging the mouth, with a slightly produced lateral lobe ; lower 
labial fold entire, a deep groove existing across the chin. Snout 
smooth, or with fine pores. A cartilaginous layer to inner side 
of both jaws. Barbels — a maxillary pair. Fins — dorsal commences 
rather nearer^ the snout than the base of caudal fin, its upper 
margin is a little concave ; the height of the fin two thirds that of 
the body. Pectoral nearly as long as the head, and equal to the 
ventral in length. Anal much highest anteriorly ; caudal deeply 
forked, upper lobe the longer. Scales — 5^ rows between lateral 
line and base of ventral. Colour — ^greyish, each scale with a red 
lunule ; fins stained grey along their edges, and dorsal along its 
centre. 

Hab, Deccan, from Poona to Tungabhadra river. 


300. (11.) Laheo kontius. 

Cyprinus kontius, Jerdon, Mad, Jour. L. S xv, p. 302 (1849). 

Labeo kontius, Bay, Fish, India, p. 539, pi. cxxvii, fig, 5 (see synon.). 

Own'umunnee condee and Curoo-moolee-candee, Tam. 

B. iii. D. 15-16 (3-4/12-13). P. 15. V. 10. A. 7 (2/5). 

C. 19. L. 1.38-41. L.tr. 7/8. 

Length of head 6 to 7 in the total length. Eyes — ^in the imma- 
ture usually in the middle of the length of the head, in the adult 
in the commencement of its last half, diameter 4| to 5 in the 
length of the head. Profile above the eyes rather concave. Dorsal 
profile more convex than the abdominal. Muzzle blunt truncated, 
covered with pores, and having a short fleshy lateral prolongation. 
Width of mouth 2^ in the length of the head. Lips thick, with a 
distinct inner fold below ; the lower one is fringed. Snout over- 
hanging the mouth. Barbels— iom, short. pharyngeal, 

plough-shaped, 5, 4, 2/2, 4, 5. Fins — dorsal commences midway 
between snout and hind end of base^of anal, its upper margin is 
concave. Pectoral reaches to nearly above the ventral ; the latter 
does not reach the anal. Caudal deeply forked. Scales — 5 rows 
between lateral line and base of ventral. Colour — a general 
reddish or fleshy tinge, darkest along the back. In most of the 
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specimens obtained from the Coleroon river, each scale had a red 
centre. 

Hah. Eivers along the base of the Nilgiris, and the Cauvery and 
Coleroon in all their branches down to the coast. Grows to two 
feet in length. 


301, (12.) Labeo carulens. 

Labeo caeruleus, Bay, Fish. India, p. 540, pi. cxxix, fig. 3. 

B. iii. D. 14(2/12). P.18. V. 9. A. 7 (2/5). 0,19. 

L. 1. 40. L. tr. 6/11. 

Length of head 4 J in the total length. Byes — 4 diameters in the 
length of head, 1 diameter from the end of snout, and 2 apart. Mouth 
narrow, its width equalling two sevenths of the length of the head. 
Snout overhanging the mouth ; no lateral lobe. Lips continuous, 
and having a distinct inner fold in their entire circumference ; both 
lips fringed. A horny inner covering to either lip. Barlets—o, 
short pair to the maxilla, dorsal arises anteriorly to the 

ventral, and slightly nearer to the end of the snout than to the 
base of the caudal fin, in front it is two thirds as high as the body, 
its upper edge concave. Pectoral as long as the head excluding the 
snout, it docs not reach the ventral nor the latter the anal. Anal 
w^hen laid flat reaches the base of the caudal, which is deeply 
forked. Scales — 6 rows between lateral line and base of ventral 
fin. Colour — ^bluish, with a yellowish tinge on the sides and be- 
neath. Outer half of anal nearly black, and a blackish lunule on 
the caudal. 

Hah. Eiver at the base of the Sind Hills. 

302. (13.) Labeo diplostomns, 

Yaricorhinus diplostomus, Heekel, Fisch. Caschmir, p. G7, pi. xi. 

Labeo diplostomus, Day^ Fish. India, p. 540, pi. cxxix, fig. 2 (see 
s^mon.). 

Nepura, Assam ; Kul-ka-hatta, Beng. ; Gid and Giddah, Punj, j 
Mohaylee, Ebnd. (Hurdwar), and Gaywah, Saharanpur. 

B.iiL L. 12-13 (2-3/9-10). P.17. V. 9. A. 7 {215). C. 19. 

L. 1.41-44. L. tr. 8/9. 

Length of head 5^ to in the total length. Eyes — situated 
either in or (in the young) rather before the middle of the length 
of the head, diameter 5 to 6|- in the total length of head, and 24 
to 3 diameters apart. Dorsal profile more convex than that of the 
abdomen. Mouth rather narrow; snout overhanging the jaws, 
generally with a groove across it, and covered with pores ; no 
lateral lobe. Lips thick and continuous, but the fold across the 
lower jaw is interruped. A cartilaginous layer on inside of both 
lips. Gill-rakers closely set, about one third as long as the eye. 
Barbels — a small maxillary pair. Teeth — pharyngeal, plough-shaped, 
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5, 4, 2/2, 4, 5. Fins — dorsal arises midway between the front of 
the snout and the end of the base of the anal fin ; its upper edge is 
slightly, concave in the young, becoming deeply so in the adult. 
The pectoral does not extend to the ventral, nor the latter to the 
anal. Caudal deeply forked, the upper lobe the longer. Scales- 
six or seven rows between lateral line and base of ventral fin. 
Colour — greyish, darkest along the back, each scale tinged with 
red ; a darkish band along the side, or short grey bars passing to 
the lateral line. Pins with a faint reddish hue. Outer edge of 
dorsal rather stained. 

Ecib. Along the Siiid hills and Himalayas, also in the Brahma- 
putra in Assam. 


303. (14.) Labeo dyochilns. 

Cyprinus dyocheilua, McClelland^ As. Res. xix, pt. 2,* Ind. Cyp. 
pp. 268, 330, pi. 37, £g. 1. 

Labeo dyocheilus, Lay, Fish. India, p. 540, pi. cxxx, fig. 1 (see 
synon.). 

Boalla, Hind, j Heeirgorya, Assamese ; Nu-ga~dee, Sind. 

B.iii. D. 13(2/11). P.17. Y. 9. A. 7(2/5). C. 19. 

L. 1. 43. L.tr. 8l/7|. 

Length of head 5 to 5| in the total length. Eyes — situated in 
the commencement of the posterior half of the head in the young, 
still further back in the adult ; diameter from 6 to 9 in the length 
of the head, and from 3| to 5 apart. Width of head equals two 
thirds of its length j its lower surface being very broad and flat. 
Snout conical, projecting, and with a distinct lateral lobe. Mouth 
wide, its gape equal to one half to two fifths the length of the head, 
it is directed downwards when the upper jaw is protruded. Lips 
of both jaws continuous, the fold across the lower jaw interrupted. 
A horny inner covering to both lips. Pores on snout. Barhels — 
one short maxillary pair. Teeth — pharyngeal, plough-shaped, 
5, 4, 3/3, 4, 5. Fms — dorsal commences midway betw^een end of 
snout and posterior end of base of anal fin; its upper margin con- 
cave, especially in the adult. The pectoral reaches the ventral, 
and the latter the base of the anal. Caudal deeply forked, its 
inner rays about one third of the length of the outer. Scales — 
five rows between lateral line and base of ventral fin. Colour — 
dull green, darkest above ; fins darkest in the centre. 

Eah. Sind hills and along the Himalayas to Sikkim and Assam. 
Common in Assam. Attains at least 3 feet in length. 

304. (15.) Labeo pangusia. 

Cyprinus pangusia, Ham. Bueh. Fish. Ganges, pp. 285, 386. 

Labeo pangusia, Lay, Fish. India, p. 541, pi. cxxxi, fig. 1 (see 
synon.). 

Loannee, Beng. 
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B.iiL D. 13 (2/11). P.15. V. A. 7 (2/5). 0.19. 

L. 1.40-42. L. tr. 7^/8. 

Length of head 5f to 6, of caudal 4^ to 5, height of body 4J in 
the total length. JSyes — in or rather behind the middle of the 
length of the head ; diameter 4^ to 5^ in the length of the head. 
Dorsal profile more convex than that of the abdomen. The greatest 
width of the head equals two thirds of its length. Suborbital ring 
of bones narrow, about one fifth the diameter of the eye. Mouth 
narrow, its width 3| in the length of the head. Snout obtuse, 
projecting over the jaws, and having a very distinct lateral lobe. 
Lips not fringed, but thick, with a distinct inner fold, which is 
not continued across the lower jaw. Snout covered with large 
pores. A cartilaginous covering to inner surface of both lips. 
Barbels — a short maxillary pair, concealed in the labial fold. Teeth 
— pharyngeal, plough-shaped, 5, 4, 3/3, 4, 5. Fins — dorsal com- 
mences nearer the snout than the base of the caudal ; it is nearly 
or quite as high as the body, and in the adult its upper edge is 
concave. The pectoral does not quite reach the ventral, nor the 
latter the anal. Caudal deeply forked. Soales — 5^ to 6 rows 
between lateral line and base of ventral fin. Goloitr — of a dull 
green, becoming lighter on the sides and beneath, sometimes the 
base of each scale has a dark mark. 

Hah. Himalavan range and generally throughout Sind, the 
Deccan, and N.W. Provinces, to Bengal, Cachar, and Assam. 

305. (16.) Labeo aiigra. 

Cyprinus angra, Ham. BttcTi. Fish. Ganges, pp. 331, 391. 

Labeo angra, Fkh. Bidia, p. 541, pi. cxxviii, fig. 2 (see synon.). 

Nga-loo, Burmese ; {FJidrsd^ Hind, at Purneah ; Mochhna on the Ma- 
hanadi, H.B.’s MSS.). 

B. iii. D. 12-13 (2-3/10). P. 16. Y. 9. A. 7 (2/5). C. 19. 

L.1.42. L.tr.7/8. 

Length of head 5-J in the total length. Eyes — diameter 3^ to 
4|- in the length of the head, to 1| diameters from the end of 
the snout, and 2 to 2^ apart. Dorsal profile a little more convex 
than that of the abdomen. Snout overhanging the jaws, having a 
distinct lateral lobe on either side, and studded with pores. Mouth 
rather narrow, ^ the lips continuous and with a deep groove across 
the chin ; both lips fimbriated. Barbels — a short maxillary pair. 
Fins — dorsal as high as the body, arising rather nearer the snout 
than the base of the caudal fin, its upper edge concave. Pectoral ' 
nearly as long as the head. Ventral inserted beneath the first 
third of the dorsal. Caudal deeply forked. Beales — 5J rows 
between lateral line and base of ventral fin. Colour — brownish 
along the back, with a black or bluish stripe passing from the eyes 
to the base of the caudal fin, where it ends in a black blotch. In 
Burmese examples the black lateral band is wanting, but the blotch 
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at the side of the tail is present, and some have a second blotch at 
the commencement of the lateral line. Instead of a maxillary 
barbel there exists a fleshy flap inside the groove. 

Ecib. Assam, Bengal, and Orissa. Also Mandalay in Upper, 
and Sittoung in Lower Burma. 

306. (17.) Laheobata. 

Cyprinus bata, Ham. Buck. Fish. Ganges, pp 283, 386. 

Labeo bata, Day, Fish. India, p. 642, pL cxxix, fig. 5 (see synon.). 

Dunguda^porah, Ooriahj Dommarci-^batta, Beng. j Gootellah, Hind.; 
Bango, N.W. Prov. j Chim, Cutch j Boyddi and Tambte, Marathi. 

B. hi. D. 11-12 (2-3/9-1 0). P. 18. Y. 9. A. 7 (2/5). C. 19. 
L. 1.37-40. L.tr. 7/6-7. 

Length of head 5 J to 5-| in the total length. Eyes — diameter 4 
to 4| in the length of head, 1| to li diameters from the end of 
snout, 2 to 2^ apart. The dorsal profile more convex than that of 
the abdomont The width of the mouth 3^ in the length of the 
head, and in the adult about three times the depth of the cleft ; 
snout slightly in advance of the jaws in the young, but hardly so in 
the adult, in which it is often covered with pores. Lips thin, con- 
tinuous, the lower reflected from off the mandible, and with a 
shallow groove along its hind edge. No homy covering inside 
jaws. Barbels — a very short maxillary pair. Teeth — pharyngeal, 
plough-shaped or molariform, 5, 3, 2/2, 3, 6. FUis — the dorsal as 
high as the head is long, and with a concave upper edge ; it com- 
mences slightly nearer the end of the snout than the base of the 
caudal fin. Pectoral about as long as the head and reaching the 
ventral, which is rather shorter. Beales — rows betv^ een lateral 
line and base of ventral fin. Colour — ^varying with the age of the 
fish ; generally silvery, darkest along the back, and with the lo\^ er 
fins stained orange ; fine black dots on all the fins. In specimens 
about four inches long there are three or four small black spots 
on the fifth and sixth scales of the lateral line, which gradually 
and almost entirely fade as age advances. 

Hab. Prom the Kistna and Grod4vari rivers through Orissa, 
Lower Bengal, and Assam. This fish (which attains nearly o 
feet in length) is extensively used for stocking tanks. 

307. (18.) Labeo microphthalmus. 

Labeo microphthalmus^ Day, Fish, India, p. 642, pi. cxxxii, fig. 4 
(see synon.) 

B. iii. D. 13(3/10). P.18, t.9. A. 7(2/5). C. 19. 

L. 1.41-43. L. tr. 8/9. 

Length of head 6 in the total length. diameter 5^ in 

length of head, 2 diameters from, end of snout, and 2J apart. 
Dorsal profile more convex than that of the abdomen. Snout 
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overliaDging the mouth, but not swollen, having a very indistinct 
lateral lobe ; some specimens have a few small pores on the snout. 
Lips continuous; the groove across the lower jaw interrupted; 
mouth transverse, inferior ; a cartilaginous or horny covering to 
inside of the lower jaw. The suborbital ring of bones compara- 
tively wide, being two thirds the width of the orbit. Barlels — a 
short maxillary pair. Teeth — ^pharyngeal, plough-shaped, 5, 4, 2/2, 
4, 5. Fins — ^the height of the dorsal equals or exceeds the length 
of the head, its upper edge is very concave, it arises midway 
between the end of the snout and the posterior extremity of the 
base of the anal fin. The pectoral does not reach the ventral. 
Scales — rows between lateral line and base of ventral fin. The 
scales covering the thorax are very small. Golour — silvery, darkest 
in the upper half of the body; sometimes the scales are marked 
with red. 

Hah. Himalayas, from the Punjab, Murree, and Kangra, also 
Kashmir. 

308. (19.) Labeo hoggut, 

Chondrostoma hoggut, Syhes^ Tr. Z. 8. ii, p. 359. 

Labeo hoggut, Bay, Fish. India, p. 642, pi. cxxviii,fig. 4 (see syuon.). 

8ande and Kolees, Mahr. ; Loi, Cutch. 

B. iii. H. 11-12 (3/8-9). P. 17. V. 9. A. 7 (2/5). 0. 19. 
L. 1. 60-65. L. tr. 11-12/14. 

Length of head 54 to 6 in the total length. Eyes — diameter 
4^ to 5 in length of head, 1-^ to If diameters from end of snout, 
and 2 apart. Dorsal profile rather more convex than that of the 
abdomen. Snout thick, somewhat projecting beyond the jaws, but 
without any lateral lobe. A few pores ou the snout. Lower labial 
fold complete ; lower lip fimbriated ; a horny covering to the inside 
of the lower lip. Barbels — a short maxillary pair. the 

dorsal commences nearer to the snout than to the root of the caudal, 
it is as high as the body, its upper edge concave. The pectoral is 
nearly as long as the head and does not reach the ventral ; the latter 
is inserted under the middle dorsal rays. The ventral does not 
extend to the anal, nor the latter to the caudal, which is deeply 
forked. Scales — 8 or 9 rows between lateral line and base of 
ventral fin. Golour — silvery, darkest superiorly. Pins orange. 
In some specimens a few light lines run along the sides, or a bluish 
band along the body. A dark spot usually present near the base 
of the caudal, and sometimes a smaller one on the lateral line above 
the last third of the pectoral fin. 

Hah. Bengal, the Punjab, Central Provinces, Bombay, the Deccan, 
common at Jubbulpore and in Cutch, also found at Madras. It 
attains at least 7-|- inches in length. 

309. (20.) Labeo boga. 

Cyprinus hoga, Ham. Buck. Fish. Ganges, pp. 286, 386, pL 28, fig. 80. 

Labeo boga, Bay, Fish. India, p. 543, pi. cxxviii, fig. 3, and pi. cxxxi, 
fig. 4 (see synoii.). 
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Kinda-meen, and CoaUavinza-candee, Tam. ; Arim, Tel. ; Kala-hattaliy 
Ooriah; Bangum-hatta^ Beng j Morah^ Punj. j Kyouk-nya-loo^ Burm. 

B. lii. B. 11-13 (2-3/9-10). P. 16. Y. 9. A. 7 (2/5). 0. 19. 

L. 1.37-39. L.tr. 61-7/7. Vert. 17-15. 

Length of head 5^ to SJ in the total length. %^s~so]nevvhat 
before the middle of the head, 3|- to 4 diameters in length of head. 
Dorsal profile rather more convex than that of the abdomen. Mouth 
rather narrow, its width equalling one third of the length of the 
head. Snout projecting moderately beyond the jaws, no lateral lobe. 
Lips rather thick. A thin layer of cartilage to inner surface of 
lower lip. Snout occasionally covered with large pores. Barbels — 
a minute maxillary pair. Teeth — pharyngeal, 5, 4, 3/3, 4, 5, plough- 
shaped. Mns — origin of dorsal commences nearer the snout than 
the base of the caudal, upper margin concave ; caudal deeply forked, 
lobes of equal length. Scales — 5 rows between lateral line and base 
of ventral fin. Colour — orange, with the fins of a reddish tinge ; 
sometimes a dark spot on the shoulder. 

Hab, Bivers of Gangetic Provinces, Madras, and Burma ; said 
to attain a foot in length. PI. cxxviii, fig. 3, ‘ Pishes of India,' is 
from a Burmese specimen, and PI. cxxxi, fig. 4, is from an example 
from the Jumna. 


310. (21.) Labeo nakta. 

Cyprinus nukta, Sykes, Tr. Z. S ii, p. 355. 

Labeo nukta, Bay, Fish. India j p. 543, pi cxxviii, fig. 6 (see synon.). 

Nakta and Nankiashendva, Marathi. 

B. iii. D. 11(2/9). P.15. Y.9. A. I {2/5). C. 19. 

L. 1.37-38. L.tr. 6/9. 

Length of head 5 to 6| in the total length. Byes — diameter 6 
in the length of the head, 2^ diameters from the end of snout, and 
also apart. Snout projecting over the mouth, and having a deep 
groo^ e passing from one orbit to the opposite one, thus presenting 
the appearance of a blunt compressed knob between and before the 
orbits. Mouth of moderate width ; the snout with a well-developed 
lateral lobe and a distinct inner fold to the lips at the angle of the 
mouth, extending across the outer third of the lower jaw, from 
which the lip is reflected and studded with pores, but neither lip 
is fringed. Both lips with a thin deciduous horny layer internally. 
Some large pores on snout, on forehead, and in the rostral groove. 
Barbels — a rudimentary maxillary pair. Lateral line — badly marked, 
41 rows of scales between it and the base of the ventral fin. Fins — 
dorsal arises midway between the snout and the posterior extremity 
of the base of the anal fin, its anterior three rays are much elevated 
and higher than the body, the last besides being divided to its root 
is also somewhat prolonged, making the upper margin of the fin 
concave : the ventral arises under the middle of the dorsal and 
scarcely reaches the anal, which fin is much higher anteriorly. 
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Pectoral as long as the head. Caudal deeply forked. A row of 
scales along the base of the dorsal. Colour — silvery, with some red 
marks on the scales. Pins reddish, caudal edged with grey. 

Hah, Poona and rivers of the Deccan ; attaining at least 12 
inches in length. 

311. (22.) Laheo nigripinnis. 

Laheo nigripinnis, Day, Fish, India, p. 544, pi. cxxxii, fig. 3. 

B. iii. D. 11 (2/9). P. 17. V. 9. A. 7 (2/5). 0. 19. 

L.L 40-42. L. tr. 8/8. 

Length of head 5 to 5| in the total length. Eyes — situated in 
the middle of the length of the head in the young, rather before 
it in the adult, diameter 4^ in the length of the head. Dorsal 
profile somewhat elevated, abdominal nearly straight. Snout pro- 
jecting over the mouth, which is inferior, and the width of which 
equals one third of the length of the head ; the lips continuous at 
the angle of the mouth ; the lower lip thin and reflected from off 
the mandible, which has a thin cartilaginous covering. Large pores 
on the snout, which in some specimens has a groove across it. 
Barbels — a minute maxillary pair. Fins — dorsal commences mid- 
way between the end of the snout and the posterior extremity of 
the base of the anal fin ; it is as high as the body and has a concave 
upper edge. Pectoral as long as the head excluding the snout, or 
even a little more. Yentral commences below the first third of the 
dorsal. Caudal deeply forked. Beales — from 5 to 5| rows between 
the lateral line and base of ventral fin. Colour — bluish along the 
back, becoming dull white on the sides and beneath. In some 
specimens the bases of the scales are dark coloured, some have a 
dull band along the side. Pins black in the adult, not always so 
in the young. 

Hah. Sind hills and rivers at their bases. 

312. (23.) Iiabeo sindensis. 

Oirrhina sindensis, Day, J, A, S. B. xli, pt. 2, 1872, p. 319. 

Laheo sindensis, Day, Fisk, India, p. 544, pi. cxxxii, tig. 2. 

B.iii. D. 12-13 (2-3/10). P.18. Y. 9. A. 7 (2/5), C. 19, 
L,l,43, L.tr. 8/9, 

Length of head in the total length. Eyes — ^I'ather nearer to 
snout than to hind edge of opercles, diameter 5.^ in the length of 
the head, 2 diameters from the end of snout, and apart. Dorsal 
profile rather more convex than that of the abdomen. Snout 
rather overhanging the mouth. No lateral lobe to snout, which in 
some specimens has a deep groove across it, and is covered with 
glands. Lips continuous at the angle of the mouth ; the lower lip 
thin with a smooth edge, and reflected from off the mandible, which 
has a thin cartilaginous covering. Barbels — a short maxillary pair. 
Fins — dorsal commences midway between the end of the snout and 
the posterior extremity of the base of the anal, it is rather higher 
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than the hoclj, its upper edge concave. Pectoral as long as the 
head excludijig the snout. Ventral inserted under the middle of 
the dorsal fin. Caudal deeply forked. Scales — 6-|- to 7 rows between 
the lateral line and the base of the ventral fin. Colour — silvery, 
vith a reddish tinge, the bases of the scales darkest; fins reddish. 

Hah, Sind, the Punjab (at Lahore and Hardwar), also the Dec- 
can at Poona. This species attains at least 8 inches in length. 

313. (24.) Labeo ariza. 

Oypi’inus ariza, Buchanan, Journey Mysore, iii, p. 344, pi. 31. 

Labeo ariza, Day^ Fish. India, p. 644, pi. cxxxii, fig. 5 (see synon.). 

KavdashUf Marathi ; and Coal, Tamil. 

B. iii. D. 11(2/9). P.18. Y. 9. A. 7-8 (2-3/5). 0.19. 

L.l. 38. L.tr. 6-7/8. 

Length of head 5| to 5| in the total length. Eyes—voX^ev 
nearer snout than hind edge of opercle, diameter 5^ in the length 
of the head, 2 diameters from the end of snout, and 2i apart. 
Dorsal profile slightly more convex than tliat of the abdomen. 
The width of the mouth equals one third of the length of the head. 
Lips smooth, with a thin cartilaginous covering inside the lower 
jaw. A few pores on snout. Barheh — a very short maxillary pair. 
Fins — dorsal commences slightly nearer the snout than the base of 
-the caudal fin, it is three fourths as high as the body, and has a 
concave upper margin. Pectoral nearly as long as the head. Ventral 
inserted below anterior third of dorsal fin, and not so long as the 
pectoral. Caudal deeply forked. Scales — rows between the 
lateral line and base of ventral fin. Colour — leaden grey above, 
becoming silvery on the sides and beneath. 

Hah. Wynaad, the Bhavani river at the foot of the Nilgiri hills 
in Madras, and the Cauvery river. This fish attains to about 
inches in length. 


314. (25.) Labeo kawrus. 

Ohondrostoma kawrus, Syhes, Tr. Z. S. ii, p. 368, pL Ixii, fig. 2. 

Labeo kawrus, Bay, Fish. India, p. 546, pi. cxxxi, fig. 5 (see synon.). 

B. iii. D. 11 (2/9). P. 17. V. 9. A. 7 (2/5). 0. 19. 

L. 1. 38. L. tr. 6/6. 

Length of head 6 1 to 6 in the total length. Eyes — diameter 3-^ 
to 3j m the length of the head, 1 diameter from the end of snout, 
and 1-^ apart. Dorsal and abdominal profiles about equally convex. 
Snout very obtuse and not overhanging the jaws. Lips continuous 
at the angle of the mouth, the lower one very thin and reflected off 
the mandible, which is rounded and has a thin cartilaginous covering; 
edges of lips smooth. Barheh — a minute maxillary pair. Teeth — 
pharyngeal, plough-shaped, 5, 4, 3/3, 4, 5. Fins — dorsal commences 
midway between end of snout and posterior extremity of base of 
anal fin ; it is rather higher than the head is long, its upper edge is 
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concave. Pectoral nearlj as long as tlie head. Caudal deeplv 
forked. Scales — 4^ rows between lateral line and base of ventral 
fin. CoZowry-silvery, dorsal and caudal fins externally stained with 
grey ; sometimes a dark blotch on the scales near the commence- 
ment of the lateral line. 

Hah, Poona and the Deccan. 


10. Genus 0STE0CHIL17S, Gunther. 

Syn. BoMta, sp., Cuv. & Val. ** 

Abdomen rounded. Mouth of moderate width, directed more 
or less downwards ; lips thickened, continuous, fringed or crenu- 
lated, the lower being reflected from off the mandible, leaving it 
uncovered in the form of a sharp and hard, transverse, prominence. 
No tubercle at symphysis. Snout obtusely rounded. Barbels 
four or two. Pharyngeal teeth usually 5, 4, 2/2, 4, 5, Dorsal fin 
without osseous ray, with a moderate number of branched rays 
(10 to about 20), commencing in advance of the ventrals. Anal 
with few rays. Scales of moderate or small size ; no tile-like row 
at base of anal fin. Lateral line passing to the centre of the base 
of the caudal fin. Gill-rakers short, 

Geograjphical Distrihution, Burma and the Malay Archipelago. 

Symjpsi^ of Indian Sjpecies. 

D. 2/18, A. 3/5, L. 1. 64. Four barbels. 

Colours uniform 1. 0. dhalybeatiis^ p. 273. 

D. 2-3/15-16, A. 2/5, L. 1. 34. Four barbels. 

A darkish band near commencement of 
lateral Ime, and a dark mark before base 

of caudal fin 2. 0. neilU, p. 274. 

D. 3/13, A. 3/6, L. 1. 40. Two barbels. 

Colours uniform 3. O. cepTialm, p. 275. 

315. (1.) OsteocMlus chalybeatus. 

Eohita chalybeata, Cuv, <§* Val. H. N, Potss. xvi, p. 271. 

Osteochilus chalybeatus, Papj Fish. India, p, 545, pi. cxxix, fig*. 1 
(see synon.), 

FgaAeh, Burmese. 

B.iii. D. 20(2/18). P.18. Y. 9. A, 7 (2/5). C. 19. 

L. 1. 54. L. tr. 8/10. 

Length of head 5, height of body 4^ in total length. Eyes— 
diameter 4 in length of head, 1| diameters from end of snout, and 
2 apart. Snout overhanging the jaws and without any lateral 
lobe. Mouth rather narrow, its width being about one third of 
length of head. Lips thick and fringed, with an inner fold above 
and below. Barhels — the maxillary pair half as long as the orbit, 
the rostral shorter. Mns — the dorsal commences midway between 

T 
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the end of the snout and the posterior margin of the base of the 
anal fin, its upper edge is straight. Pectoral rather longer than 
the head excluding the snout; it does not reach the ventral, nor the 
latter the anal. Anal laid flat just reaches the caudal, which is 
moderately forked. Scales — six rows between the lateral line and 
base of the ventral fin. Colour— 'grey^ becoming lighter below, 
narrow dark lines along the body ; fins black. 

Hah. Irrawaddy and Salween rivers in Burma. 

316. (2.) Osteochilns neilli. (Fig. 94.) ' 

Labeo neilli, Day, P. Z. S. 1870, p. 99. 

Osteochilus neilli. Day, Fish. India, p. 545, pi. cxxx, fig. 2. 

B. iii. D. 17-18 (2-3/15-16). P. 15. Y. 9. A. 7 (2/5). 

0,19. L.L34. L. tr. 5ji/6J. 

Length of head 5|, height of body 3J in total length. Eyes — 
diameter 3| in length of head, 1| diameters from end of snout, 
and 2 apart. Snout rounded and smooth, it scarcely overlaps the 
mouth, which is of moderate width ; no lateral lobe. Both lips 
fringed with tv^ o, three, or more rov s of well-developed papillae 
internally; groove across the mandible not complete; a cartila- 
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ginous covering internally to the lower jaw. Barbels — the rostral 
do not reach the orbit, the maxillary extend to' beneath its centre. 
Teeth — pharyngeal, 'jjlough-shaped, 5, 4, 3/3, 4, 5. Fins — the 
dorsal commences before the ventral, and much nearer to the snout 
than to the base of the caudal, its upper border is somewhat con- 
cave ; caudal deeply forked. Scales — 4 rows between lateral line 
and base of ventral fin. Colour — greyish yellow, deepest supe- 
riorly, every scale being darkest at its base. A dull spot near the 
root of the caudal fin, and another ill-defined one near the com- 
mencement of the lateral line. Fins yellowish orange, dorsal 
darkest at its basal half. 
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Bah, Sittoung, BilEng, and Eangoon in Burnaa, The largest 
specimen, out of seven, measured six inches in length. 

317. (3.) OsteochilTis cephalns. 

Laheo cephalus, Ckv, ^ VaL H, N. Poiss, xvi, p. 347, pL 487. 

Osteochilus cephalus, Bay^ JEh^, India, p. 646. 

B.iii. D. 16(3/13). P.20. V. 9. A. 9 (3/6). 0.19. 
L.1.40. L.tr.7/7. 

Length of head 4^, height of body 4 in the total length. Eyes — 
one fifth of length of head, two diameters from end of snout. The 
snout projects beyond the jaws, it is rather swollen and has many 
pores opening on its surface ; the mandible has a transverse free 
edge, with thick lip, both the upper and lower lips fringed. 
Barhels — one short maxillary pair. Fins — the dorsal commences 
midway betv een the snout and base of caudal, and in advance ot* 
the ventrals, its upper border is concave. The anal laid flat 
reaches the caudal. Scales — 4| rows between the lateral line and 
base of ventral fin. CoZowr— greenish, with the base of each scale 
darkest. 

Hah, Pegu, attaining one foot in length. 

11. Genus DANGILA, Cuvier & Yalenciennes. 

Syn. Oyrene, sp., Heckel. 

Abdomen rounded. Snout moderately depressed and obtusely 
rounded. Mouth transverse, more or less inferior. Lower jaw 
sharp, covered with a thin lip, and having a tubercle above the 
symphysis ; upper lip fringed. Barbels small, one maxillary and 
one mandibular pair. Pharyngeal teeth, 5, 4 or 3, 3 or 2/2 or 3, 
3 or 4, 5. Dorsal fin rather long, without any osseous ray, and 
commencing in advance of the ventrals. Anal short, without a 
tile-like row of scales. Scales of large, small, or moderate size. 
Lateral line continuous, passing to the centre of the base of the 
caudal fin. GiU-rakers short. 

This genus, which differs from CirrJiina in possessing a few 
more rays in the dorsal fin, does not appear to extend into India 
proper. 

GeograjpMcal Distribution, Burma to the Malay Archipelago. 

Synopsis of Indian Species, 

D. 26-38, L. 1 39-40, L. tr. 7/9. . . 1. D. hirmanica, p. 275. 

D. 26, L. 1. 31, L. tr. 6/ ? 2. D, heidmcn-ei, p. 276. 

318. (1.) Dangila burmanica. (Pig. 95.) 

Dangila hurniauica, Day, Fish, India, p. 546, pi. cxxxi, fig. 2 (see 
synon.). 

B.iii. D. 26-28 (2-3/24-25). P.16. Y. 9. A. 7(2/5). 

C. 19. L. 1.39-40. L.tr. 7/9. 

T 2 
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Length of head 7, height of body 4| to 5 in the total length. 
Eyes—^i 2 ,m^t&s 3 in length of head, 1 diameter from end of snout, 
and apart. Mouth transverse, with the snout slightly depressed 
and rounded ; upper lip fringed ; a small tubercle inside the lower 
jaw above the symphysis. Barbels — the maxillary pair as long as 



Fig 95 . — Baiigila hurmanica 

the eye, the rostral pair shorter. Teeth — pharyngeal, 5, 4, 3/3, 4, 5. 
Fins — dorsal commences above the ninth scale of the lateral line, 
its upper edge concave, and its highest rays four fifths of the height 
of the body. Pectoral nearly as long as the head, not reaching the 
ventral. Tipper caudal lobe the longer. Bailes — five rows between 
lateral line and base of ventral fin. Colour — silvery, some of the 
scales with dark spots at their bases forming rows or horizontal 
bands. Fins orange, the edges of the caudal stained. 

Bab. Moulmein and Tavoy (where it does not seem to be un- 
common) ] several specimens obtained measured up to 10 inches in 
length. 


319. (2.) Dangila berdmorei. 

Daiigila berdmorei, Blythy J, A. 8, B. xxix, 1860, p. 162 ; JDay, Fish. 
India, p. 646. 

B.iii, D. 2(3(3/23). Y. 9. A. 7 (2/5). L. 1. 31. L. tr. 6/? 

Length of head 5, height of body 4 in the total length. Eyes — 
diameter two fifths of length of head, three fourths of a diameter 
from end of snout. Pores on front of snout large. A distinct 
tubercle above symphysis. Lower lip rather thick, not fringed. 
Barbels — rostral equal to the length of the orbit. Flns^iovso]. 
arises in commencement of second third of total length; the 
pectoral does not quite reach the ventral. Caudal deeply forked. 
Beales— 3^ rows between lateral line and base of ventral fin. 
Colour — imiforin in spirit. According to Blyth's description each 
scale is tipped by a black spot. 

Bab. Tenasserim Provinces of British Burma. 
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12. Genus CIERHIITA, Cuvier. 

Syn. Bangam, pt , Ham. Buch. ; Dangila^ sp., Cuv. & Val . , Cyrem, 
sp., Hectel 5 Mrigala, sp., Bleeker j Crossoehilus, pt., Gunther. 

Abdomen rounded. Snout depressed and obtusely rounded, 
with the soft coverings extremely thin. Mouth broad, transverse. 
Upper lip fringed or entire, and not continuous with the lower lip. 
Lower jaw rather sharp, without any lip or with a thin one, 
generally destitute of any horny covering, but having a small 
tubercle above the mandibular symphysis. Barbels small, four, 
two, or none. Dorsal fin rather short or of moderate length, 
without any osseous ray, and commencing in advance of the ven- 
trals. Anal fin short, without a row of tile-like scales. Scales of 
large, small, or moderate size. Lateral line continuous, passing to 
the centre of the base of the caudal fin. Gill-rakers short. 

Geograjgihical Distribution. Fresh waters of Baluchistan, Sind, 
India, generally throughout Burma, and the East Indian Archi- 
pelago. 


Synopsis of Indian Species. 

D. 17-19, L. 1. 42-44. Four barbels. Upper lip 
entire . . » . » • 

D. 15-16, L. i. 40-45. Two barbels. Upper lip 

entire • 

D. 10-11, L. 1. 38-40. Four barbels. Upper hp 

hinged 

D. 10-11, L. 1. 35-38. One pair of short rostral 
barbels. Upper lip indistinctly fringed or 

0Ui;11^0 ••• 

D. 10, L. 1. 48. Two barbels 


1. C cirrhosa, p. 277, 

2. C. mrigala, p. 278. 

3. C. latia, p. 279. 

4. C. reha, p. 279. 

5. C. fidungee, p, 280. 


320. (1.) Cirrhina cirrhosa. 

Cyprinus cirrhosus, Bloch, Ich. xii, p. 52, 1. 411 5 Bloch Schn. Sgst. 
IcJi. p. 450. 

Cirrhina cirrhosa. Day, Fish. India, p. 547, pi. cxxxi, fig. *3 (see 
synon.). 

Ven-candi, Tam. 3 Aruzu, Tel. 

B. iii. D. 17-19 (3-4/14-15). P. 19. V. 9. A. 8 (3/5). 

C. 19. L. 1. 42-44. L. tr. 8/9. Vert. 21/17. 

Length of head 5| to 6, height of body 4^ to 5 in the total 
length. Eyes — diameter 3^ in the length of the head, 1 diameter 
from end of snout, and 14 apart. Doi-sal profile more copex than 
that of the abdomen. Width of mouth equals one third of the 
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length of the head. Usuallj some fine pores on the snout, which 
does not project beyond the jaws. Barbels — ^the maxillary are 
about one third as long as the eye, the rostral pair are rather longer. 
Teeth — pharyngeal, plough-shaped and with the sides of the 
outer ones roughened, 5, 4, 3/3, 4, 5. Fins — ^the dorsal as high as 
the body, it arises considerably in advance of the ventrals, and mid- 
way between the snout and the posterior portion of the base of the 
anal fin, its upper margin concave ; in some large specimens the 
first few rays are very elongated. Caudal deeply forked or 
lunated. Scales — 5| to rows between lateral line and base of 
ventral fin. Colour — silvery, every scale having a red centre, 
except along the abdomen, where they are of a dull yellowish white. 
Dorsal and caudal stained wdth grey, also the outer end of the 
anal and pectoral. 

Hab. Godavari, Kistna, and Cauvery rivers, and generally in 
Southern India. Grows to feet in length. Is a very active fish 
and fair eating but bony. 


321. (2.) Cirrhina mrigala. 

Cypritms mrigala, Sam. Bueh. Ftsh. Ganges, pp. 279, 386, pi. 6, fig. 79. 

O’irrhina mrigala, Day, Fish. India, p. 347, pi. cxxix, fig. 4 (see synon.). 

Mirrgah, Ooriah j Mrigala, Beng. and Hind. ,* Naim, Hind. (N. W. P.) ? 
Ngorhyin and Nga'-gyein, Biirm. ; Mor-ah-hee, Sind and Outch. 

B.iii. D. 15-16 (3/12-13). P.15. Y. 9. A. 8 (3/5). C. 15. 

L. 1. 40-45. L. tr. 6^-7/8^. 

Length of head 5 to 5|, height of body 4 to in the total 
length. Eyes — in the anterior half of the head, diameter 3^ to 4 
in the length of the head, 1 to 1 J diameters from the end of snout, 
and 2 apart. Width of the mouth equals two fifths of the length 
of the head. Pores present or absent on the snout. ‘ Teeth — 
pharyngeal, plough-shaped, 5, 4, 2/2, 4, 5. Fim — dorsal nearly 
as high as the body, it arises rather nearer to the snout than to 
the base of the caudal fin, and opposite the twelfth scale of tlie 
lateral line; upper margin of fin slightly concave, in Sind examples 
deeply so. Pectoral as long as the head excluding the snout, not 
reaching the ventral. Caudal vdth sharp and deeply forked lobes, 
which have convex edges internally. Scales — 5^ to 6 rows between 
lateral line and base of ventral. Colour — silvery, dark grey along 
the back, sometimes having a coppery tinge ; the pectoral, ventral, 
and anal orange stained with black. Eyes golden. 

Eab. Rivers and tanks in Bengal, Deccan, N.W. Provinces, 
Punjab, Sind, Cutch, and Burma, growing to 3 feet in length. It 
is an excellent species for stocking tanks with. I have taken it in 
Rangoon 18 pounds in weight. 
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322. (3.) CirrMna latia. 

Cyprinus latiiis, Ham. Bxich. Fkh. Ganges, pp. 345, 393. 

Cirrhina latia, Day, Fish. Lidia, p. 548, pi. cxxx, tig. 4 (see synon.) . 

Kala'-hatta, Bengali and Ooriah; Behrah and Tellarree, Punj. ; Carru, 
Sind. 

B.iii. D. 10-11 (3/7-8). P.15. Y. 9. A. 7 (2/5). 0.19. 
L. 1. 38-40. L.tr. 6/6. Yert. 15/17. 

Length o£ head 6 to 6-J-, height of body 51 to 7 in the total 
length. Eyes — rather behind the middle of the head in the adult ; 
diameter 3i to 5 in the length of the head, about 2 diameters from 
end of snout, and also apart. Upper surface of the head rather 
broad ; snout overhanging the jaws and having a small lateral lobe. 
Upper lip deeply indented on the edge, and each indentation (in 
some specimens) having a tricuspid termination ; this is most seen 
in examples from Calcutta and Orissa, least so in those from Sind, 
the Punjab, and Central Provinces ; the surface rough as in Dis- 
eoynathus. Lower lip with a strong sharp horny covering, the lip 
at the angle having a sort of pendulous lobe ; the under surface of 
the jaw with a round, callous, and rather elevated spot, w hieh in 
the adult has a free anterior edge. Barhels — a rostral pair and 
sometimes a short maxillary pair. Teeth — pharyngeal, crooked, 5, 
4, 2/2, 4, 5. Fins — dorsal commences about midway between the 
end of the snout and base of the caudal fin in the young, but rather 
nearer the snout in the adult. Pectoral as long as the head, its 
outer three or four rays rather thickened. Caudal deeply forked, 
upper lobe sometimes the longer. Beales — 34 to 44 row's between 
lateral line and base of ventral fin. Cotour — browmish olive, 
irregularly spotted with black marks. Dorsal and caudal fins 
yellowdsh, stained with grey, the others orange. 

This fish has much the character of a loach or of a Biscognathus, 
adhering to stones in the bed^ of rivers. 

Hah. Sind, Orissa, Bengal, N.W. Provinces, Punjab, Deccan, 
and along the Himalayas ; attaimug 8 inches in length. 

323. (4.) Cirrhina reha. (Pig. 96.) 

Cyprinns reba, Haxn. Buck. Fish. Ganges, pp. 280, 38G. 

cirrhina reba, Day, Fish. India, p. 549, pi. cxxx, fig. 3 (see synon ) 

Felemose and Chittahri, Tel, ; Fil aringam, Tamil ; Chetchuor-porah, 
Ooriah; Bengali, Hind ; Punj. and Sind; Lasseem, 

Assam. 

B. iii. D. 10-11 (2-3/8-9). P. 16. Y. 9. A. 8 (3/5). 0, 19, 
L. 1.35-38. L.tr. 7/9. 

Length of head 6 to 6|, height of body 4 to 4| in the total 
length. Eyes — diameter 4 in the length of head, 1 to 1^ diameters 
from the end of snout, and nearly 2 apart. Snout slightly pro^ 
jeering, more distinctly in the immature. Upper lip fringed in the 
young, sometimes entire in the adult. A thin cartilaginous layer 
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covering inside of lower jaw. Pores on snout present or absent. 
Barbels — ^a short rostral pair, which may be absent ; none on the 
TT'a.Tina.. pharyngeal, 5, 4, 1/1, 4, 5. dorsal com- 

mences anteriorly to the ventral, upper margin of the fin concave. 
Pectoral nearly as long as head. Caudal with deep, sharp lobes. 



Fig. 96 . — Cirrhma reha 


Scales — ^bexagonal ; five or six rows between lateral line and base 
of ventral fin.- Colour — silvery, scales generally darkest at 
their edges, forming bluish longitudinal bands above the lateral 
line. The young have sometimes a leaden-coloured band along the 
side, or even a black tip to the dorsal fin. 

Hah, Throughout India, attaining a foot in length. 

324. (6.) Cirrhina fulungee. 

Chondrostoma fulungee, St/keSj Tr, Z, S, ii, p. 358. 

Cirrhina fulungee, JDay, Fish, India, p. 549, pi. cxxxii, fig. 1 (see 
synon.), also Supplement, p. 807. 

B. iii. D. 10 (2/8). P. 15. Y. 9. A. 7 (2/5). 0. 10. 

L. 1.44-48. L. tr. 8/9. 

Length of head 5|-, height of body 5| in the total length. 
Eyes — diameter 3 in the length of head, two thirds of a diameter 
from the end of snout, and 1 to apart. Snout slightly over- 
hanging the mouth. The upper lip scarcely fimbriated, the two 
lips not continuous ; the lower is reflected from off the mandible, 
which is transverse, sharp, having a tubercle above the symphysis, 
but no cartilaginous covering. Barbels — a very short rostral pair ; 
none on the maxilla. Fim — ^the dorsal nearly as high as the 
body, its upper edge concave, it commences midway between the 
end of the snout and the posterior end of the base of the anal fin. 
Pectoral almost as long as the head, ventral of equal length. 
Caudal deeply forked. Scales — 6-|- rows between lateral line and 
base of ventral fin. Colour — brownish along the back, divided by 
a light bluish band from a silvery abdomen ; dorsal and caudal 
stained with grey. 

Hah, Poona and the Deccan. 
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13. Genus SEMIPLOTUS, Sleeker. 

Abdomen rounded. Snout thick and prominent. Mouth wide, 
transverse, inferior, with a knob at the symphysis. No barbels. 
Pharyngeal teeth plough-shaped, 4, 3, 2/2, 3, 4. Dorsal fin long, 
its last undivided ray strong, osseous, and either serrated or 
entire. Anal rather short. Scales large ; no tile-like row at the 
base of the anal fin. Lateral line passing to the centre of the base 
of the caudal fin. Gill-rakers short. 

Geographical Distribution. Assam and Chittasronff Hill-ranges, as 
weU as Burma. 

JSgno^sis of Indian Species. 

D. 24, A. 9-10, L. 1. 32-34. Last undivided 

dorsal ray serrated 1. /S', modestus, p. 28L 

D. 27-28, A. 9, L. 1. 27. Last undivided dorsal 

ray entire 2. S. maeclellandi, p. 281. 

325. (1.) Semiplotus modestus. 

Semiplotus modestus, Bay, P. Z. 8. 1870, p. 101 j and Fish. India, 
p. 550, pi. cxxxiii, fig. 1. 

B. iii. D. 24 (4/20). P. 15. V. 9. A. 9-10 (3/6-7). C. 19. 
L. 1.32-34. L.tr.7i/7f 

Length of head 5;^ to 5|, height of body nearly 3 in the total 
length. Eyes — diameter 3 to 3|- in the length of head, 1 diameter 
from end of snout, 1-| diameters apart. Snout broad, obtuse, 
overhanging the mouth ; several open pores on either side. Mouth 
inferior, transverse, a thm cartilaginous covering to the lower jaw. 
A small knob at the symphysis. The posterior extremity of the 
maxilla extends to beneath the middle of the orbit. Barbels — 
absent. Fins — dorsal commences anteriorly to the origin of the 
ventral, and extends to above the anal ; its last undivided ray is 
osseous, serrated, and as long as the head excluding the snout. 
The pectoral reaches the venti^ and the latter the anal. Caudal 
forked. Scales — 3^ rows between lateral line and base of ventral fin. 
Colour — silvery, darkest in the upper half of the body. Ventrals 
and anal tipped with orange. 

Hab. Hill-ranges near Akyab ; two specimens obtained, up to 5^ 
inches in length. 

326. (2.) Semiplotus macclellandi. (Pig. 97.) 

Oyprinus semiplotus, McClell. As. Fes. xix, pt. 2 j Ind. Cyp. pp. 274, 
346, pi. xxxvii, fig. 2. 

Semiplotus macclellandi, Bleeker, Atl. Ich. iii, Oyp. p. 25 ; Day, Fish. 
India, p. 650, pi. cxxxiii, fig. 4 (see syuon.). 

Sundaree, Sentoree, and Lah-bo-e, Assam. 

B.iii. D. 27-28 (3/24-25). P, 16. V. 10. A. 9 (2/7). C. 19. 
L, 1. 27-33. L. tr. 6/6. 
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Length of head 5| to 6, height of body 3i in the total length. 
Eyes — in the middle of the length of the head, diameter from 4 to 
6 in the length of head, the width of the interorbital space eqaalling 
rather above half the length of the head. Snout obtuse and 
thickened, with a row of about 6 open pores passing across it and 
towards the orbit. A horny covering to lower jaw. Barhek — 



Fig. 97.— Semijplotm vnacoldlandu 


absent. Fim — dorsal commences midway between the end of the 
snout and the end of the base of the anal fin, its height slightly 
exceeding half of that of the body ; its last undivided ray strong, 
osseous, entire, and rather longer than the head excluding the 
snout. Pectoral nearly as long as the head ; it reaches to above 
the ventral, which is inserted below the fourth or fifth dorsal ray. 
Anal laid flat nearly reaches the base of the caudal, which latter is 
deeply forked. Lateral line — nearly straight, rows oE scales 
between it and the base of the ventral fin. Colour — leaden silver, 
darkest superiorly ; the pectoral, ventral, and anal orange. 

Griffith observes that the smaller examples are usually found 
near rapids, the larger in deeper water, where of an evening they 
are seen rising, but refuse all baits. McClelland states that this 
fish is reckoned the most delicious in Assam. 1 can, however, 
record from personal observation that it is rich and very liable to 
set up intestinal irritation. 

Hah, Eivers in Assam, especially in the upper portions of that 
district, but found as low as Goalpara ; also Burma. This species 
is often termed EajaJi-mas, or “ kings’ fish,” in Upper Assam, as it 
is asserted that when captured it had to be taken to the Eajahs for 
their own consumption. As it is very common, this explanation 
is improbable. More likely a tax was levied on its capture. It 
attains at least two feet in length. 
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14. Genus SCAPHIODON* Heckel. 

Sjn. Capoeta, sp., and CJiondro^toTm^ sp.j Cuv. & Val. 5 DiUonia^ Gymno- 
stomus, sp., Heckel. 

Abdomen rounded.' Snout rbunded. Mouth transverse, in- 
ferior, with the mandibular edge nearly straight and sharp ; without 
any knob above the symphysis. The mandibles angularly bent 
inw’ards. A horny layer inside the lower iaw, which is not 
covered by lip. No lower labial fold. Barbels four, two, or 
absent. Pharyngeal teeth plough-shaped, 5 or 4, 3, 2 / 2 , 3, 4 or 5. 
Dorsal fin of moderate extent, its last undivided ray being osseous 
and serrated or entire, or else articulated. Anal rather short. 
Scales large, of moderate or small size, and sometimes irregularly 
disposed. Lateral line passing to the centre of the base of the 
caudal fin. 

Geographical Distribution, Eivers of Western Asia extending 
from those of Eastern Arabia to those in Sind and along the 
Western Ghats, as low as the Nilgiri hills and rivers at their base. 


Synopsis of Indian Species, 

A. A pair of maxillary barbels. Last undivided 
dorsal ray osseous, serrated. 

D. 13, L. 1 . 33, L. tr. 6/6 1. loatsom, p. 284. 

D. 13, L. 1. 36, L. tr. 9/9 . 2. S. it regularise p. 284. 


B. Barbels absent. 

D. 14-15, L. 1. 39. Last undivided dorsal ray 
articulated. Silvery 3. S. thomassi, p. 285. 


* Genus CAEASSIUS, Nilsson. 

Abdomen rounded. Snout obtuse and rounded. Mouth anterior, arched, 
and rather narrow ; lips thin. No barbels. Pharyngeal teeth compressed and 
♦ in a single series, 4/4. Dorsal fin long, commencing opposite the.ventxals, and 
having its last undivided ray osseous and serrated : last undivided anal ray 
osseous and normally serrated. Scales of moderate size. Lateral line complete. 

Geographical Bistrihution, Temperate portions of Europe and Asia. 


Carassius auratus 

Cj prinus auratus, Linn, Syst, Liat. voL i, p 527. 

Carassius auratus. Day, Fish India, p. 552 (see synon.). 

P. Ill D. 19-21 (3/16-18). P. 17. Y. 9. A. 8 (3/5). 0. 19. L. 1 27-29. 
L tr. 6^/10. Yert. 18/13. 

The gold carp is too well known to require any detailed description 
Domesticated forms exhibit almost endless variation. 

Mr. Masters is said to have sent three adult specimens from Bombay to the 
British Museum. Dr. J. Anderson brought examples from high up in Upper 
Burma, or rather within the borders of China. I doubt whether this fish has 
ever been found wild in India or Burma. 
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D. 14-16, L. 1. 40-43. Last undivided dorsal 
ray articulated. A black band along the side ; 
fins with black marks 4. S. nashii, p. 285. 

D. 14, L. 1. 40. I^ast undivided dorsal ray 
osseous, entire. Silvery 6. /S hremdorsalis,^,^^^. 

327. (1.) ScapModon watsoni, 

Scaphiodon watsoni, Bayj J, A. S. B. xli, pt. 2, 1872, p. 324 , Fish. 

India, p. 551, pi. cxxxv, fig. 2 (see synon.). 

B.iii. D. 13 (3/10). P.15. V.8. A. 9 (2/7). 0.19. L.1.33. 

L. tr. 0/6. 

Length of head one fifth, height of body two ninths of the total 
length. Eyes — situated in the last part of the anterior half of the 
head, diameter two ninths of length of head, 1| diameters from 
end of snout. Interorbital space rather convex. Snout rounded, 
rather overhanging the mouth, and covered with glands j mouth 
transverse, inferior; mandibles sharp, not enveloped by lip, and 
having a horny layer inside. Barbels — a maxillary pair as long as 
the eye. Teeth — pharyngeal, plough-shaped, 4, 3, 2/2, 3, 4. Ftns — 
dorsal commences rather in front of the ventrals, its last undivided 
ray strong, osseous, serrated, as long as the head without the snout, 
and nearly as long as the branched rays, which are t \\'0 thirds 
as high as the body. Pectoral as long as the head excluding the 
snout, but not reaching the ventrals. Caudal forked. Lateral 
line — very shghtly curved, 3| rows of scales between it and ventral 
fin. Colour — silvery, dashed with gold ; lightest on the abdomen. 
Various and very irregular black spots on the body. 

Hah. Eivers on Sind hills and Salt Eange of the Punjab. 

328. (2.) ScapModon irregularis. 

Scaphiodon irregularis, Day^ J. A. S. B. xli, pt. 2, p. 324 ; Fish. 

Lidia, p. 551, pi. cxxxv, fig 3 : also Svppl. p. 807. 

B. iii. D. 13 (3/10). P. 17. V. 8. A. 2/7. 0. 19. L. 1. 36. 

L. tr. 9/9. 

Length of head one fifth, height of body one fifth of the total 
length. Eyes — situated rather before the middle of the length of 
head,' 1^ diameters from end of snout, and also apart. Inter- 
orbiial space nearly fiat. Snout somewhat rounded, covered with 
glands and having a depression across it from eye to eye. Mouth 
transverse; upper jaw slightly the longer. Barbels’— maxillary 
pair nearly as long as the eye. Firis — dorsal commences rather 
before the ventrals ; its third undivided ray is osseous, weak, and 
serrated, nearly half as long as the head, whilst the fin is three 
fourths as high as the body. Pectoral nearly as long as the head 
Caudal forked, its lower lobe the longer. Boales — two or three 
rows above the lateral line are of a large oblong form, above these 
are numerous little irregular ones continued forwards to the head ; 
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4| rows between the lateral line and tbe base o£ the ventral fin. 
Colour — oKve, shot with gold. 

Hah, Sind hills to 3500 feet elevation. 

329. (3.) ScapHodon thomassi. 

Scaphiodon thomassi, Dai/, Fish, India^ p. 551, pi. cxxxiv, fig. 1. 

B. iii. D. 14-15 (3/11-12). P. 16. V. 9. A. 8 (2/6). C. 19. 
L.l. 39. L. tr. 7/7. 

Length of head 5} to 6, height of body 3^ in the total length. 
Eyes — diameter 4^ in the length of the he^, 2 to 2| diameters 
from the end of snout, and 2 apart. Height of head almost equals 
its length ,• its width is much less. Snout obtuse, overhanging the 
mouth, which is transverse ,* its width equalling that of the head 
behind the middle of the eyes. Mandible anteriorly with a horny 
covering. Lips not continuous; the upper one fringed. Large 
pores on the snout and upper lip, and a line of them continued to 
under the eye. Barbels — absent. Fins — dorsal arises slightly 
nearer to the snout than to the base of the caudal; it is three 
fourths as high as the body, its last undivided ray weak, articulated. 
Pectoral as long as the head. Ventral arises under the fourth or 
fifth dorsal ray ; it does not quite reach the anal ; the latter when 
laid flat extends to the caudal, which is deeply forked. Beales — 
44 rows between the lateral line and the base of the ventral fin. 
Colour — of a dull silvery colour along the back, with an indistinct 
sEvery band along the side, and of a dull white beneath. A dark 
band along the dorsal fin, and caudal with a dark outer edge. 

Hah. South Canara, 

330. (4.) Scaphiodon nasMi. 

Bfirbus nashii, Day, P. Z, 8. 1868, p. 584. 

Scaphiodon nashii. Day, Fish. Indka, p. 552, pi. cxxxiii, fig. 3. 

B. iii. D. 14-15 (2-3/11-12). P.15. V. 9. A. 7 (2/5). C.20. 
L. 1.40-43. L.tr. 7/7. 

Length of head 5| to 6, height of body 4 to 5 in the total length. 
Eyes — diameter 3 to 4 in the length of the head, 1 to l-^ diameters 
from the end of snout, and 1-|- to 1|- apart. Mouth broad, inferior, 
transverse, and overhung by the snout. In the young the jaws 
are compressed, each \\ ith a cartilaginous covering ; the lips at the 
angle are thick and continuous, not continued across the chin. 
As age increases the mouth widens, the cartilaginous covering 
becomes more horny, and the colours of the fish alter. Lips thin, 
without any transverse fold across the lower one. Snout in the 
adult covered by papillae. A thick horny covering inside the lower 
jaw in adults. Barbels — absent. Teeth — pharyngeal, crooked, 
sharp, 5, 4, 3/3, 4, 5. Ptws— dorsal commences nearer to the snout 
than to the base of the caudal ; it is three fourths as high as the body, 
its upper edge concave ; no osseous ray. Pectoral about as long as 
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the head. Yentral arises below the middle of the dorsal fin, and 
does not quite reach the anal, nor the latter the caudal, which ils 
deeply forked. Scales — rows between lateral line and base of 
ventral fin. Colour — reddish brown along the back; abdomen 
silvery. A black band passes from the eye to the centre of the 
caudal fin. A dark band along the middle third of the dorsal, 
which is edged above by scarlet; a dark band on anal having a 
light anterior edge; a dark edging to the caudal. The young are 
silvery grey along the back, becoming silvery on the sides; the 
lateral band terminates in a black blotch at the base of the 
caudal fin. 

Eah, Coorg, hill-streams of South Canara, and the Wynaad. 


331. (5.) ScapModon brevidorsalis. (Fig. 98.) 

Semiplotus brevidorsalis, JDayt P. Z, S. 1873, p 239. 

Scaphiodon brevidorsalis, Pay, Fish, India, p. 662, pi. cxxxiii, fig 2. 

Mean-candee, Tamil. 

B.iii. D. 14(3/11). Y. 9. A. 7. L. 1. 39-40. L. tr. 7-8/9. 

Length of head 6, height of body 3^ in the total length. Byes — 
diameter 3 to 4 in the length of head, and situated in or rather 
before the middle of its length, and 2^ diameters apart. Dorsal 
profile much more convex than that of the abdomen. Snout 



Tig. 98 . — JScaphlodon brevidorsalis. 


swollen, overhanging the jaws; mouth inferior, transverse ; three 
rows of large pores across the snout, and extending on to the pre- 
orbital bone; knob at symphysis badly developed: a thin car- 
tilaginous covering to both jav s. Tipper lip crenulated. Barbels — 
absent. Fms — last undivided dorsal ray osseous, very strong, 
entire, longer than the head by a distance equal to one diameter of 
the orbit. Dorsal fin commences mid v ay between the snout and the 
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base of the caudal ; the fin two thirds as high as the body below it. 
Pectoral laleiform, extending to over the ventral, which last is long, 
reaching to the anal; caudal deeply forked. Beetles — rows 
between lateral line and base of central fin. Golmr — silvery, 
darkest along the back, fins stained with grey. 

Rah, Elvers below the Nilgiri hilis in the Madras Presidency. 


15. Genus CATLA, Cuvier and Yalenciennes. 

Syn. Gibelion^ Heckel ; RypselobarhuSj Bleeker. 

Head broad; snout with very thin integuments, upper lip 
absent, the lower moderately thdek, having a continuous and free 
posterior margin. The lower jaw with a movable articulation at 
the symphysis, but destitute of any prominent tubercle. Ho 
barbels. Gilhrakers long, fine, and closely set. Eyes with free 
orbital margins. Pharyngeal teeth plough-shaped, 5, 3, 2/2, 3, 5. 
Dorsal fin rather long, without osseous ray, commencing some\^ hat 
in advance of the ventrals ; anal short ; caudal 'forked. Scales of 
moderate size, no tile-like row along the base of the anal fin. 
Lateral line continuous to the centre of the base of the caudal fin. 


332. (1.) Catla buchanani. (Pig. 99.) 

Cyprinus catla, Ram, Buck, Fish, Ganges, pp. 287, 387, pi. 13, fig. 81. 

Catla buchanani, Cav, ^ Val. xvii, p, 411, pi. 516 ; JDag, Fish, 
India, p. 653, pi. cxxxiv, fig. 5 (see synon.). 

Botchee, Teliigu ; Catla, Bengal, Hind, and Punj. ; Bai'hnr, Ooriah ; 
Nqa-thamg, Burmese; Tambra, Hind, in Bombay; Boaosa, Hind, in 
N.W. Provinces ; T ay-lee, Sind. 

B.iii. D. 17-19 (3-4/14-16). P.21. Y. 9. A. 8 (3/5). 0.19. 

L. 1.40-43. L.tr.7i/9. Yert. 17/18. 

Length of head 4| to 4|, height of body 3 to 3| in the total 
length. Eyes — in the anterior half of the length of the head, 
diameter 6 to 7 in the length of the head, 2 diameters from the 
end of the snout, and 3 apart. Mouth vide, lower jaw prominent; 
in large specimens some pores on the snout. Fins — dorsal com- 
mences in ad\ance of the ventrals, is two thirds as high as the body, 
and has a concave upper edge. Pectoral extends to the \ entral, and 
the latter, in males, to the anal Anal laid flat reaches to beyond 
the commencement of* the caudal. The fins in some specimens are 
much elongated. Bcal's — from to 6| rows between lateral line 
and base ot ventral fin. Colour — gre\ ish above, becoming silvery 
on the sides and beneath. Bins dark-coloured, in some specimens 
nearly black. 

This fish is largely employed for stocking tanks. In May 1875, 
Mr. Mitchell had a tank, 65 x 58 feet and 13 feet deep, dug upon 
his gTOUud at Garden Eeach, near Calcutta ; into it were put some 
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fry of this species, from ^ to 1 inch or less in length, Sep- 
tember 22Dd the tank was netted, and several dozens captured, 
one of the largest weighing 14 oz. and measuring 11 inches in 
length ; the others were 1 or 2 oz. lighter. (‘ Nature,^ Dec. 9th, 
1875, xiii, p. 107.) 



Hoh, Sind, Punjab, throughout India to the Kistna, and east- 
wards through Bengal, and Burma to Siam ; not known to occur 
in India south of the Kistna, nor in Tenasserim. This fish attains 
at least 6 feet in length, and is much esteemed as food when not 
exceeding 2 feet, larger ones are coarse. It resides in fresh or 
brackish water, being found within tidal influence. “ It is a very 
strong active animal, and often leaps over the seine of the fisher- 
men, on which account, when fishing for the Gatla, they usually 
follow the net in canoes, and make a noise by shouting and 
splashing with their paddles (Ham, Buchanan), 


16 . Genus THYNNICHTHYS, Bleeker. 

Syn, Mola, pt., Blyth. 

PseudobranchisB present. Abdomen rounded. Head somewhat 
compressed ; integuments over snout thin ; upper lip absent ; only 
a short labial fold on the side of the mandible. Mouth rather 
wide, autero-lateral, with the lower jaw somewhat prominent. 
No barbels. Gill-rakers short or absent. Eyes in the middle of 
the depth of the head, and without any adipose lid. Pharyngeal 
teeth molariform, compressed, close together, 5, 3 or 4, 2 or 3/3 
or 2, 4 or 3, 5. Dorsal fin, short, without osseous ray ; ventral 
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eommeneing below the dorsal ; anal short and entirely posterior 
to the dorsal. Scales small. Lateral line complete, running to the 
centre of the base of the caudal fin or a little below. Intestinal 
tract narrow, and with numerous conyolutions. 

Geographical Distribution, The Kistna and Godavari rivers from 
the Deccan to their terminations ; also the Malay Archipelago. 

333. (1.) Thynnichthys sandkhol. (Fig. 100.) 

Leuciscus sandkhol, Sykes, Tr, Z, 8. ii, p. 363. 

Thynnichthys sandkhol, Day, Fish. India, p. 664, pL cxxxiv, fig. 2 
(see synon.). 

Kala-tala and Akhu-ehappah, Tel, ; Bareing, Ooriah. 

B.iii. D. 12(3/9), P.19. V. 9. A. 8 (3/5). 0.19. 

L. r. 120. L. tr. 25-30/25. 

Length of head 4 to 4-|, height of body 3| to 4 in the total 
length. Eyes — diameter 3 to 5 in the length of the head, 1 to I 5 
diameters from the end of snout, and 1 -|- to 21 apart. The width 
of the head equals one half, and the height four fifths, of its length. 
Teeth — pharyngeal 5, 4, 3/3, 4, 5. Fins — dorsal three fourths as high 



Fig. 100 , — Thynnichthys sandkhol. 


as the body, its upper edge concave, its origin slightly in advance of 
that of the ventral, and about midway between the snout and the base 
of the caudal fin, which latter is deeply lobed, the lower lobe being 
the longer. Anal at some distance behind the vertical from the pos- 
terior end of the dorsal. Scales — 17 to 19 rows between lateral line 
and base of ventral fin. Colour — silvery ; head purplish. 

Hob, Godavari and Xistna rivers, also the adjacent tanks; 
attaining above 18 inches in length. 
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17. Genus AMBLYPHARYNGODON, Sleeker. 

Syn. Mohj Heckel and Blytk ; Bracliygrammaj Day. 

Pseudobranclii 00 present. Abdomen rounded. Head somewhat 
compressed ; integuments over snout thin ; upper lip absent ; only 
a short labial fold on the side of the mandible. Mouth rather 
wide, antero-lateral, with the lower jaw prominent. No barbels. 
Gill-rakers short or absent. Eyes in the middle of the depth of 
the head, and without any adipose membrane. Pharyngeal teeth 
molariform, with the crowns flat or concave, 3, 2, 1/1, 2, 3. 
Dorsal fin short, without osseous ray, and extending to nearly or 
quite above the commencement of the anal ; ventral in advance of 
the dorsal. Seales small. Lateral line incomplete. 

OeograpMcal Distributwn, Prom Sind throughout the plains of 
India, Ceylon, and Burma, 

Synopsis of Indian Spem^, 

D. 9-10, L. 1. 65-66. 9 or 10 rows of scales 
between lateral line and base of ventral 

fin. Height of body 3-| in the total length 1. A. athinsomij p. 290. 
D. 9, L. 1. 65-75. 9 or 10 rows of scales 
between lateral line and base of ventral 
fin. Height of body 4 to 4 J in the total 

length 2. A. mola, p. 291. 

D. 9, L. 1. 65-60. Five rows of scales between 
lateral line and base of ventral fin. Pleight 
of body 4f to 5 in the total length ... . A. microlepis, p, £01. 
D. 9-10, L. 1. 60-57. Pour rows of scales 
between lateral line and base of ventral fin. 

Height of body 6 to 6J in the total length. 4. A. melettmus, p. 292. 

334. (1.) Amblypharyngodon atkinsonii. 

Mola atkinsonii, JBlyth, I, A. S. B. xxix, 1860, p. 164. 
Amblypharyngodon athinsonii, Bay, Fisk Indta, p, 655, pi. cxxxiv, 
fig. 4 (see synon.). 

Nga-pan-ma, Burmese. 

B.iii. D. 9-10 (2-3/7). P.15. V. 9. A. 8 (2/6). C. 19. 

L. 1.65-65. L.tr. 14/12. 

Len^h of head 4 to 4|, height of body 3^ in the total length. 
Eyes—m the front half of the head, 4 to A\ diameters in the length 
of the head, 1 diameter from end of snout, and 1| apart. Abdo- 
minal and dorsal profiles about equally convex. Fins — dorsal two 
thirds as high as the body, its upper edge concave, it commences 
slightly behind the origin of the ventral. Anal arising on the vertical 
just posterior to the end of the dorsal. Lateral line — ceases after 
19 scales; there are 9 or 10 rows between it and the base of the 
ventral fin. CoZowr— silvery, with a golden gloss about the head. 
Bab, Throughout Burma; attaining at least 6 inches in length. 
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335. (2.) Amblypharyugodon mala. (Fig. 101.) 

Cyprinus niola, Ham. Buch. Fish. Ganges, pp, 384, 892, pi. 88, fig. 02. 

Ambljphanngodon mola, Hay, Fish. India, p. 555, pi. cxxxv, 
fig. "4 (see sjnon.). 

Talla-maya, Tel. ; Moram, Oorialx j Moali, Assam ; MnTmi, Pimj. ; 
Nga-heh-'hyoo and Nga-zefti~zap, Burmese. 

B. iii. D. 9 (2/7). P. 15. V. 9. A. 7 (2/5). C. 19. 

L. 1. 65-75. L. tr. 12/12. 

Length of head about 5, height of body 4 to 4| in the total 
length. Eyes — diameter 3T to 4 in length of head, | to 1 dia- 
meter from end of snout, and 1| apart. Dorsal profile more 
convex than that of the abdomen. Fins — origin of dorsal behind 



Fig. 101. — Awblypharyngodon mola. 

the insertion of the ventral, upper edge conca\ e. Caudal deeply 
forked. Lateral line — extends along about 15 scales, and there 
are 9 or 10 ro\\s betx^een it and the base of the ventral fin. 
Colour — a silvery lateral band, and usually dark markings on the 
dorsal, caudal, and anal fins. 

Hah, From Sind throughout India (except the Malabar coast), 
Assam and Burma. 

336. (3.) Amblypharyngodon microlepis. 

Leuciscus microlepis, Bleehet', Batav. Genootsch. Verhand.XKY, Beng 
en Hind. 1A\. 

Amblypharyngodon microlepis, Hay, Fish. India, p. 555, pi. cxxxv, 
fig. *^5 (see synon.l. 

B. iii. D. 9 (2/7). P. 14. Y. 9. A. 7 (2/5). C. 19. L, 1. 55-60. 

L. tr. 11/8. 

Length of bead 4-|- to 5, height of body 4-|- to 5 in the total 
length. Eyes — diameter 3-| to 4 in length of bead, less than 1 dia- 
meter from end of snont. Dorsal proj&e rather more convex than 
that of the abdomen. E%ns — origin of dorsal slightly behind the 
origin of the ventral, its npper edge concave, its last ray divided 
to its base ; caudal forked, lower lobe the longer. Lateral line — 
ceases after a few scales, 5 rows between it and base of ventral 
fin. Colour — a rather broad silvery lateral band. 

Hah. From the Hooghly through Orissa and down the Coro- 
mandel coast to Madras. 

ti2 
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837. (4.) Amblypharyngodon melettina. 

Leuciscus melettina, Cud. ^ Val H. N. Poiss. xvii, p. 304, pi. 501. ^ 
Amblypharyngodon melettmus, Day, Fish. India, p. 555, pi. cxxxiv, 
fig, 3 (see synon.). 

Wumhoo, Mai. *, Oolaree, Tam. ; Kah-korafi, Hind. ; Paraga, Can. 

B. iii. D. 9-10 (2-3/7). P. 15. Y. 9. A. 7-8 (2-3/5). C. 19. 
L. 1. 50-57. L. tr. 10/8. 

Length of head 5 to 5J, height of body 5 to 5| in the total 
length. Eyes — 4 diameters in the length of the head, 1 diameter 
from, end of snout, and 1| apart. Teeth — pharyngeal, with rather 
concave summits. Fins — origin of dorsal behind the insertion of 
the ventral, its upper edge concave ; caudal rather deeply forked. 
Lateral Ime — extends along 15 to 20 rows of scales, 4 rows 
between it and the base of the ventral fin. Colour — greenish along 
the back, becoming silvery on the sides and beneath ; a bright 
greenish-yellow band divides the colours of the back from a silvery 
line passing along the side. 

Hah, (Bombay, according to Guv. and Val.) Malabar coast, and 
Southern India, from the Nilgiris to Madras, also Ceylon. 

18. G-enus MATSYA, gen. nov, 

Syn. Aoanthonotus, Tickell, neo Bloch & Schneider. 

Mouth arched, anterior j barbels absent, eyes without adipose 
lids. Dorsal fin rather short, commencing slightly in front of the 
root of the ventral, its osseous ray strong, serrated and preceded 



Fig. 102 . — Matsya argentea. 


at its base by a small forwardly directed spine ; anal short. Scales 
large, no enlarged row at base of anal fin. Lateral line complete 
and continued to opposite the centre of the base of the caudal. 


CrPEXNIDJE. — CYPEINIlfiE. 


293 


338. (1.) lyCatsya argentea. (Fig. 102.) 

Acanthonotus argenteus, Tiekell, 3£SS. ,* Day, Fish. Lidia^ Siip^he^ 
mentj p. 807. 

D. 9 (1/8). P. 14. V. 8. A. 7. C. 18. L. 1. 30. 

Length of head as delineated 6, height of body 3^ in the total 
length. Eyes — diameter 3| in the length of the head, 1 diameter 
from the end of the snout. Snout blunt, rather overhanging the 
mouth, body compressed ; profile with a considerable rise from snout 
to base of dorsal fin. Fhis — dorsal spine strong and posteriorly 
serrated, caudal deeply forked, its lobes acutely pointed. A small 
horizontal spine in front of the dorsal fin pointing forwards and 
scarcely protruding from beneath the skin. Lateral line — complete. 
Colour — brilliant silvery, with lilac and blue shades and a tinge of 
olive-yellow on the back. Dorsal fin orange-scarlet, superiorly 
bordered with black except on the last two rays, the other fins 
lemon-yellow. Dorsal ridge black in its upper portion.^ 

Hah, Very common in the streams of the interior of the 
Tenasserim district, the largest obtained being about 5*4 inches in 
length. 


19, Grenus BARBUS, Cuvier &> Valenciennes. 

Syn. Buntius, pt, Ham. Buch. ; Laheobarhus,Varico)'hmas,^t., Rupp. ; 
Systomus, pt., McClell. j Capoeta, sp., Cuv. & V^. ; F&eiidoharbas, ; 
Luciobarbus, Heckel; Cheilobarhus^ sp., Smith; BalantiocheiluSy Hemi- 
harbus, CyclocheilioUhys, Siaja, Anematiclithjs, Hypselobarbus, Gmoprok- 
topterus, Gnathopogohiy Hampala, sp., Bleeker ; Entero7nms, sp , Cope. 

Mouth arched, and anterior or inferior ; jaws closely mvested 
by the lips, which may have leathery lobes, but no horny covering 
Barbels four {Barbodes, Bleeker); or two {Gapoeta, Cuv. & Val.); 
or none {Puntivs, H. Buch.). Byes without adipose lids. Pharyn- 
geal teeth 5 or 4, 3 or 4, 2 or 3/3 or 2, 3 or 4, 4 or 5. Dorsal ^ 
rather short, commencing nearly opposite the root of the ventral ; 
its last undivided ray either ossified and serrated or entire, or 
articulated and not osseous ; anal rather short, in some species its 
second ray ossified, or its last undivided ray may even be serrated 
(B. prodozyson, Bleeker). Scales large, of moderate or small size ; 
anal scales not enlarged. Lateral line complete or incomplete f, 
when complete it is continued to opposite the centre of the base 
of the caudal fin. 

Bcirhus mahecola, C. \ ., which has two barbels, is very similar to 


* Barbus lithopid os Q3X QTLCGptiou. 

t The number of rows of scales between the lateral line and insertion of the 
Tentral fin, in species in which the former is incomplete, is counted from the 
row of scales on which the lateral Ime would have existed had it been 


complete. 
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B,Jilamentosus, C. V., with none. If a number of examples are 
examined, it will be found that in some these appendages are 
minute, the barbels being as a rule smallest in specimens obtained 
furthest from the hills. In South Oanara, the Wynaad, and base 
of the Nilgiris, where the barbels are large, the B. maheeola abounds ; 
towards Cochin and up the Coromandel coast as far as Madras that 
species is small or absent, and the B. filamentosus is the type. 
Here, undoubtedly, the question must force itself on one’s notice, 
Are we dealing with two distinct species, or one in a state of 
transition ? The adults of Barbus punctatus and B, phutunio are 
often exactly similar, but in the immature form the first retains its 
original colour, not so the second. Barbus chola and B, tetrarupugus 
are similar, except as to the presence of a black spot behind the 
opercle in the latter; whilst Barbus ticto shows considerable 
variations. Q-reat changes evidently occur in some species if they 
are removed to another locality : thus Barbus conchonius, which has 
been imported from the plains and introduced into the Naini Tal 
lake, is evidently losing the serrature of its dorsal spine ; in time, 
if this change goes on, the species will become more like 5. torio 
than the original form. 

The majority of those species which constitute the subgenus 
Barbocles (4 barbels), provided they are soberly coloured, attain a 
large size ; the brilliantly coloured forms are mostly residents in clear 
and rapid mountain-streams or rivers contiguous to hills and are 
generally small, A strong dorsal spine is usually (if not invariably) 
a sign that the species lives in the vicinity of high mountains, up 
the streams of which it ascends to breed ; an exception, however, 
has to be made of those forms having serrated dorsal spines, and 
which are usually residents of waters of the plains. Considerable 
individual variations exist as to the comparative length and size of 
the dorsal spine ; as a rule it increases in strength in the adult. 

ISpecies of the subgenus Oapoeta (2 barbels) never attain the size 
reached by many of the Barbocles ; some, more especially when 
residing in mountain-streams, have vivid colours. The species of 
the subgenus Punhus are mostly of small size ; a few are brilliantly 
coloured. 

Geographical Distribution. Europe, and throughout Asia and 
Africa. Eepresentatives of this genus exist in most, if not all, 
Indian and Burmese rivers and tanks, the larger species being 
generally termed Mahseers. Some attain an enormous size, as 
much as 90 lb. and upwards ; these are more frequently residents 
in rivers along the bases of lulls or in large rapids, but a few have 
a more extended range. The number of species appears to di- 
minish as the Malay Archipelago is approached, whilst those forms 
having 4 barbels and also an osseous and serrated dorsal ray increase 
largely in proportion to the others. 
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Synopsis of Indian Species, 

A. With four barbels. {Barlodes.) 

a. Last undivided dorsal ray osseous and 
serrated. 

D. 3/8, A. 8/5, L. L 44-47. Pores on 
snout and head. Colour uniform . . 1. cliagunxo, p. 299. 

D. 3/8, A. 8/5, L. 1. 42. Pores on 
snout. Colour uniform ± B. clavatiis, p. 300, 

D. 3^/8, A 3/5, L 1. 32-34. Colour 
uniform ; in Burma the caudal has 
a dark inner edge. 3. B, sarana, p. 300. 

D. 4/8, A. 3/5, L. 1. 28-30. A dark 
lateral blotch 4. i?. chrysopoma^ p. 301. 

D. 3/8, A. ^16, L. 1. 29^30. A black 
lateral blotch, fins orange 6, B, pinnauratus, p. 301. 

B. 3/8, A. 3/5, L. 1. 28. ‘ A black band 
from eye to middle of tail Q, B, pleurotcenia^ p. 302. 

D. 3/8, A. 2/5, L. 1. 24. Serrated 
dorsal ray weak. Colour uniform. . 7, B, gomosoma,^, Z02. 

D. 3/8, A. 2/5, L. 1. 22. Caudal, anal, 
and ventrals red 8. 1?. roseipitmiSf p. 803. 

5. Last undivided dorsal ray osseous and 
entire. 

I). 4/9, A. 2/6, L. 1. 42. No pores bn 
snout, 5 scales between I. 1. and 
ventral. Dorsal spine strong, nearly 
as long as head 9. B, dubius^ p. 303. 

D. 4/9, A. 2-3/5, L 1. 39-41. Dorsal 
spine strong, a little longer than 
head, 3 scales between 1. 1. and 

ventral 10. B. mkropogon^ p. 304. 

D. 3/7-8, A. 2/5, L. 1. 32-35. Lower 
lip with a continuous transverse fold. 

Dorsal spine strong, 3 scales be- 
tween 1. 1. and ventral 11. B, chUmoideSy p. 304. 

D. 4/8, A. 2/5, L. 1. 30-32. Lower 
labial fold interrupted. Dorsal 
spine strong. 3J scales between 1, 

1. and ventral 12, B, carmticuSy p. 305. 

D. 3/9, A. 3/5, L. 1. 28-31. Lower 
lal3ial told interrupted. Dorsal 
spine strong, as long as the head 
excluding the snout. 2J scales be- 
tween 1. 1. and ventral 13. B, JiexagonolepiSy p. 305. 

D. 4/9, A. 2/5, L. 1. 28-29. Lower 
labial fold interrupted. Large pores 
on cheeks. Dorsal spine strong, as 
long as head excluding the snout. 

24 scales between 1 1. and ventral 14. B, dukaiy p. 306. 

D. 3/9, A. 2/5, L. 1. 25-27. .Dorsal 
spine strong, as long as the head 
excluding the snout. Upper jaw 
the longer, lips lobed. 2| scales 
between 1. 1, and ventral. 15. J?. tor, p. 307. 
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D. 3-4/9, A. 2 / 6 - 6 , L. 1. 25-26. Dorsal 
spine strong. 2 J scales between 1 . 1 . 

and ventral 16. hexastichus. p. 308. 

D. 3/9, A. 3/5, L. 1. 24-26. Lower 
labial fold entire. Dorsal spine of 
moderate strength and as long as the 
bead excluding the snout. 2 | scales 

between 1. 1. and ventral 17. B, hovamcusj p. 308. 

D. 3/9, A. 2/6, L. 1. 25. Dorsal spine 
weak, 2 | scales between 1 . 1 . and 

ventral 18. jB. sophore. p. 309. 

D. 2/9, A. 2/5, L. 1. 23. Dorsal spine 
strong. 2 i scales between 1 . 1 . and 

ventral 19. htrackeyij p. 309. 

e. Last undivided ray articulated, or if 
osseous very weak. 

D. 3/9, A. 3/5, L. 1. 41. 3J scales be- 
tween 1 . 1 . and ventral 20 . 5 . curmuca, p. 310. 

D. 3/9, A. 3/6, L. 1. 38-39. 4 seal es 
between 1. 1. and ventral. Of a slate 

colour 21 . .B. litlioptdos, p. 310. 

D. 3-4/9, A. 3/6, L. 31/34. 2^ scales 
between 1 . 1 . and ventral. Each 


scale with a red mark 5 dorsal and 

caudal fins lake colour 

D. 3/9, A. 3/7 

D. 3/9, A . 2/6, L. 1. 30-32. 3| scales 
between 1. 1. and ventral. Upper 
half of body dark; a light band 

from eye to tail 

D. 8-4/9, A. 3/6, L. 1. 30-32. Length 
of head 6 in total. 3| scales between 

1 . 1 . and ventral ..7 

D. 8/9, A. 3/6, L. 1. 27-28. Length 
of head 6 to 6 i in total. 2 J to 3 J 
scales between 1 . 1 . and ventral .... 
D. 4/9, A. 3/5, L, 1 . 26-28. 2| to 3 
scales between 1 . 1 . and ventral .... 
D. 3/9, A. 3/6, L. 1 . 27. 2 | scales be- 
tween 1 , 1 . and ventral 

D. 4/9, A. 3/5, L. 1 . 24-26. Sf scales 

between 1 . 1 . and ventral 

D. 3-4/9, A. 3/5, L. 1 24. 1 | scales 

between 1 . 1 . and ventral 

D. 3/9, A. 2/6, L. 1. 24. 8 scales be- 
tween 1 . 1 . and ventral 

D. 3/9, A. 3/6, L. 1. 22. 3 ^ scales be- 
tween 1 . 1 . and ventral 

D. 3/9, A. 3/6, L. 1 . 22. 2^ scales be- 
tween 1 . 1 . and ventral 

D. d /8 A. 2/6, L. 1 . 20, 2 scales be- 
tween 1. 1 . and ventral. Red, with 
three vertical black bands 


22. B. thomasdj p. 311. 

23. B. spinulosusy p. 311. 

24. B. ptdchellusj p. 311. 

25. B, dohsoni, p. 312. 

26. B.jerdonij p. 312. 

27. B. wynaademiSy p. 313 

28. B. stevemotiiiy p. 313. 

29. B. ndlli, p. 314. 

30. B. malabaricusj p 314. 

31. B. innominatusy p. 316, 

32. B. compresszfSy p. 316. 

33. B. hlyihiiy p. 316. 

34. B, melanarwpyxy p. 316. 
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B. With two barbels. {Capoeta,) 
a. Last undivided dorsal ray osseous, 
serrated. 

D. 4/8, A. 2/5, L. 1. 26. 2J scales 

between 1. 1. and ventral 35. macrolepidoUiSj p. 316. 

h. Last undivided dorsal ray osseous, 
entire. 

D. 3/8, A. 2/5, L. 1. 26-28. Narrow 
suborbitals. 3 to 3| scales between 
1. 1. and ventral. A lateral blotch, 
and two bands on dorsal fin ..... 36. JB, chola, p. 817. 

D. 3/8, A. 3/5, L. 1. 25. Wide sub- 
orbitals. 3^ scales between 1. 1. and 
ventral. A dark lateral blotch. ... 37. B, parrahj p. 317. 

D. 4/8, A. 2/5, L. 1. 26. 2 scales 

between 1. 1. and ventral ........ 33. B. hurmanieus, p. 318. 

D. 2-3/8, A. 2/5, L. 1. 24-26. 3J 
scales between 1. 1. and ventraL A 
black spot behind giU-opening, a 
second near base of caudal finj a 

band on dorsal fin 39. jS. tetranipagtiSj p. 318. 

D. 3-4/8, A. 3/5, L. 1 24-25 2| 

scales between 1. 1. and ventral. A 
black spot at end of base of dorsal fin. 40. B, dorsalis^ p. 319. 
c. Last undivided dorsal ray articulated, 
or if osseous very weak. 

D. 3-4/9, A. 3/5, L. 1. 40-43. 4 to 5 

scales between 1. 1. and ventral 41. B. holus, p. 819. 

D. 2-3/8, A. 8/5, L. 1. 28. 2i scales 
between 1. 1. and ventral. Body 

longitudinally banded 42. denisonuj p. 320. 

D. 2/8, A. 2/5. 3 scales between 1. 1. 
and ventral. A light band along the 

side ,* a deep black lateral blotch . . 43. B, melanostigma^ p. 820. 
D. 2/8, A. 3/5, L. 1. 26. SJ scales 

between 1. 1. and ventral 44 B. arertatuSy p. 321, 

D. 2/7, A. 8/5, L. 1. 24. 2i scales 
between 1. 1. and ventral. A black 
mark along base of dorsal. A dark 

lateral blotch sometimes present . . 46. B, puckeUij p. 321. 

D. 2-3/8, A. 2/5, L. 1. 23-24. 2 scales 
between 1. 1. and ventral. A dark 

lateral blotch sometimes present . . 46. B. ampMhms^ p. 322. 

D. 3/8, A. 2/5, L. 1. 23. 2^ scales 
between 1. 1. and ventral. Body 

vertically banded 47. B, arulius^ p. 322. 

D. 3/8, A. 2/5, L. 1. 21. 2J scales 
between 1. 1. and ventral. A deep 

lateral blotch 48. .B. mahecola, p. 323. 

0. Without barbels. 
a. Last undivided dorsal ray osseous, 
serrated. 

D. 4/8, L. 1. 36, complete. 5| scales 
between 1. 1. and ventral. Each 

scale with a dark base 49. .B. apogorij p. 324. 

D. 3/8, L. 1. 36, incomnlete. 6 scales 
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between 1. 1. and ventral. A black 
lateral blotch, another at base of 

anterior dorsal rays 50. B, amhassis, p. 324. 

1). 3/8, L. 1. 26, incomplete. 4J scales 
between 1. 1. and ventral. A black 

spot on side over anal fin 51. J?. conchoniusy p, 325. 

D. 3/8, L. 1. 23-26, incomplete. Two 
black spots, one at commencement 
of 1. L, another at aide of tail .... 62, B. ticto, p. 325. 

D. 2-3/8, L. 1. 25, complete. Two black 

marKs on lateral line 53. j5. stoliozhanuSf p. 326. 

D. 3/8, L. 1. 23, complete Two black 
spots, one below commencement of 

1. 1., the other near its termination. . 64. B. punetatas, p. 326. 

D. 2-3/8, L. 1. 23-24, incomplete. A 
black hand over tail, a black spot 
across the bases of the first six dorsal 
rays, and another over base of anal . 55. B, gelim, p. 327. 

D. 2-3/8, L. 1. 20-23, incomplete. 

Tour vertical black bands on a brown 
body, and a dark one down the 

centre of the dorsal fin ' 56. B, phutunio, p. 827. 

D. 3/8, A. 3/5, L. 1. 21, incomplete. 

3 scales between 1. 1. and ventral. 

Two dark "vertical bands •*.... 57. B, cummgii^ p. 328. 

D. 3/8, L. 1. 20, complete. Three vei*- 

tical black bands on body 58. B, nigrofasciatus, p. 328. 

D. 2/8, L. 1. incomplete 59. .S. giiganio^ p. 32^ 

h. Lastundivided dorsalray osseous, entire. 

D. 3/8, L 1. 23-26, complete. A dark 
mark near posterior extremity of 
1. 1., another across base of middle 

dorsal rays 60. JB. stigma, p. 329, 

D. 3/8, L.*'!. 23-25, complete. Fins 

black-tipped 61. 27. chrysopterus, p. 329. 

D 3/8, A. 3/6, L, 24, incomplete. 3^ 
scales between 1. 1. and ventral. A 

dark mark at side of base of tail . 62. B, thermolis, p. 330. 

D. 3/8, L. 1. 22-23, incomplete. A 
black mark on side above anal, some- 
times continued by a band to the 
caudal, a second indistinct one under 

posterior end of dorsal 63. JB. terio, p. 330. 

c.' Last undivided dorsal ray articulated, 
or if osseous very weak. 

D. 3/8, L. 1. 43, incomplete. A silvery 
band along side, a black spot atbase of 

caudal, andtwo first dorsal rays black. 64. B, punjahensis, p. 331. 

D. 3/8, L. 1. 24, incomplete. A black 
mark at base of each dorsal ray. . . 66. B, unimaculatus, p. 331. 

D. 2-3/8, A. 2/5, L. 1. 23, incomplete. 

A lateral blotch 66. B, ivaagemi, p. 332. 

I). 3/8, L 1. 22, incomplete. Uniform, 
a dark spot across middle of anterior 

dorsal rays 67.-5. cosuatis, p. 332. 

D, 2/8, L. 1, 20-22, incomplete. Four 
black spots on side, and a black streak 

down dorsal fin 68. -5. vittatus, p. 333. 
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D. 3/8, L. 1. 21, complete. Branclied 
dorsal rays elongated. A black mark 
near posterior end of 1. L, and each 

caudal lobe with a black exbremity. 69. B.filwnentosus, p. 333, 

D. 3/8, L. 1. 23, incomplete. A black 
band encircles tbe free portion of the 
tail 70. B.pimtioj p. 334. 

A. With four barbels {Barbodes), 

339. (1.) Barbus cbaguuio. (Fig. 103.) 

Oyprinus chagnnio, JELam, Bmh. Fish. Ganges^ pp. 295, 387. 

Barbus chagunio, Bay^ Fish. India, p. 559, pi. cxzxvi, fig. 1 (variety 
spilopholm), and pi. cxl, fig. 2 (see synon.). 

Jermah, Beng. ; Chaguni, Behar. ; Bootee keintah, Assam. 

B. iii. D. 11 (3/8). P. 15. y.-9. A. 8 (3/5). 0. 19. 

L. 1. 44-47. L. tr. 11/9. 

Length of bead 4| to 5, height of body 4 to 4| in the total 
length. Eyes — diameter 5 to 6 J- in length of head, 2 to 3 diameters 
from end of snout, 1^ diameters apart. Suborbital region, cheeks, 
and anterior upper margin of the orbit usually covered, with 
numerous pores. Barhds — ^both pairs rather longer than the 
orbit. Fins — dorsal commences midway between tbe end of the 
snout and the base of the caudal fin, its last undivided ray is 
osseous, strong, with coarse teeth : some of the last few anal rays 
in large specimens may be elongated {B, spilophilm), but more 



Fig 103 . — Barhm chagunio. 


frequently are not so. Lateral line — complete, with from 5J to 
rows of scales between it and the base of the ventral ; 15 rows 
before the dorsal fin. Free portion of the tail as high as long. 
Colour — uniform silvery, with a pinkish tinge, the scales towards 
the back sometimes being darkest at their bases ; fins reddish with 
light outer edges, the summit of the dorsal fin sometimes black. 
The young have a silvery band along the side. 
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Mah, From Orissa, throughout Beogal, Assam, Behar, and the 
N.'W. Provinces to the Punjab, but not recorded from Sind, the 
Deccan, Western coast, Mysore, Madras, or Burma. This species 
attains at least 18 inches in length. 

340. (2.) Barbus clavatus. 

Barbus clavatus, McClelland^ CaL Journ. N, JS, v, 1815, p. 280, 
pi. 21, fig. 2 ; Bay^ Fish. India, p. 560 (see synon.). 

B.iii. D. 11(3/8). P.16. Y. 10. A. 8 (3/5). 0.19. 

L. 1. 42. L. tr. 6/4. 

Height of the body one fourth of the length excluding the caudal 
fin. Eyes—lavge and in the middle of the length of the head. 
Snout covered \\'ith small thorny tubercles. Barbels — ^two well' 
developed pairs. Fins — last undivided dorsal ray osseous, strong, 
serrated, and as long as the body is high. Beales — 11| rows in an 
oblique line from the base of the ventral to the dorsal. The figure 
shows 4| rows between the lateral line and base of the ventral, 
which would give 6 J above the lateral line. Colour — blue superiorly, 
becoming white beneath : the fins pale bluish white. 

Hah. A single specimen (7 inches long) was obtained from a 
river at the base of the Sikhim mountains in Bengal. 

341. (3.) Barbus saraua. 

Cyprinus sarana, Ham. Bach. Fish. Ganges, pp. 307, 388. 

Barbus saranua. Bay, Fish. India, p. 560, pi. cxxxvi, fig 2 (see 
synon.). 

Pungella, Tam. ; Giddi-haoU, Burhie and Fotah, Hind ; Gid-pakke, 
Can. ; Kannaku,T ^, ; Sarana, Ooriah andBeng. ; landoori, Punj , Kudali 
and Pitule, Marathi j Poppree and Kuh-nah-mee, Sind. \ Sen-nee, Assam j 
Hga-khorv-mahrgyee and Nga-chong, Burmese. 

B.iii, D. 11 (3/8). P.15. Y.9. A. 8 (3/5). C.19. L. 1.32-34. 

L. tr. 5|-6/6. 

Length of head 5 to 5|, height of body 3| to 3| in the total 
length, diameter 4J to 4| in the length of head, 1 to 

diameters from the end of snout, and 2 diameters apart. IS^o pores 
on the snout. Barbels — the rostral pair about as long as the 

orbit, the maxillary pair longer, sometimes equalling 1^ diameters 
of the orbit. Fins — dorsal commences slightly nearer to the 

snout than to the base of the caudal fin, and opposite the insertion 
of the ventral ; its last undivided ray osseous, strong in the adult, 
finely serrated posteriorly, and with its stiff portion two thirds as 
long as the head, the fin is one half to two thirds as high as the 
body, with its upper edge concave. Lateral line — complete, from 
3^ to 4 rows of scales between it and the base of the ventral fin : 
10 to 11 rows before the dorsal fin. Colour — silvery, darkest 
superiorly, opercles shot with gold ; the young have occasionally a 
dull blotch on the lateral line before the base of the caudal fin. 
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Mostly some dark spots behind the opercle. When the fish is 
fresh there are sometimes horizontal bands along the rows of scales 
in the upper half of the body. Fins whitish or yellowish white, 
and externally stained with grey. 

Hob, Sind and the Punjab, throughout India, Assam, and Burma, 
in which latter country the caudal fin has sometimes a black upper 
and lower edge and a dark mark at the base of each scale. This 
fish attains at least a foot in length. 

342. (4.) Barbus cbrysopoma. 

Barbus chrysopoma, Cuv. ^ Val. JS. jPoiss. xvi, p. 165, pi. 466 } 
Day, FisK India, p. 561 (see synon.). 

Munduttee, Mai . } Fungela, Tamil. 

B. iii. B. 12(4/8). P.17. Y.9. A. 8 (3/5). 0.19. L. 1.28-30. 

L. tr. 6 / 6 . 

Length of head 4| to 5, height of body 8 | in the total length. 
^ 2 /g 5 -^diameter 3^ to 3| in the length of the head (in a specimen 2*6 
inches in length the eye is at least 2 ^ in the length of the head), 1 
diameter from the end of snout, and 1 to I 5 apart. Barbels the 
rostral very thin, not so long as the eye ; the maxillary as long as the 
oi'bit. Fins — dorsal commences midway between the front edge of 
the eye and the base of the caudal fin and opposite the insertion of 
the ventral; its last undivided ray osseous, of moderate strength, 
finely serrated posteriorly, and with its stiff portion as long as the 
head excluding the snout ; the height of the fin is two thirds to 
three fourths that of the body below it, the upper edge concave. 
Lateral complete, and a little more concave than in the next 
species, whilst it is sometimes sinuous in the last part of its 
course ; 4 rows of scales between it and the base of the ventral 
fin; 12 row^s before the base of the dorsal fin. CToZowr— dark 
silvWy, lightest beneath, opercles shot with purple and gold. A 
dark vertical band behind the opercles and a dull spot on the 
lateral line just anterior to the base of the caudal fin. Upper and 
low^er margins of tbe caudal greyish ; the other fins golden. 

The eyes in this species are larger than in B. sarana, and not so 

Fresh waters along the coasts of India from Cutch to 
Bengal, also the Deccan, Mysore, and Madras. I have likewise 
received this species from Darjeeling. 

343. (5.) Barbus pinnauratus. 

Puntius pinnauratus, Bay, Fish. Malabar, p. 209, pi. xy, fig. 2. 

Barhus pinnauratus, Bay, Fish. India, p. 561, pi. cxxxix, tig. 0 (see 
synon.). 

B. iii. D. 11 (3/8). P.17. T.S. A. 7 (2/5). C.19. L. 1.29-30. 

L.tr. 5 J- 6 / 6 . 

Length of head 5 to 5^, height of body 3| to 3J in the total 



302 


TELEOSTEI. — PHTSOSTOMI, 


length. Eyes--^\sim^iev 3^ in the length of head, nearly or 
quite 1 diameter from the end of snout, and to 1| apart. Body 
compressed. Barhels — the maxillary pair are one half longer than 
the orbit, the rostral pair a little shorter. Fins — dorsal commences 
slightly in advance of the insertion of the ventral, and two thirds 
as high as the body, having its upper edge concave, its last undi- 
vided ray osseous (weak in the young, but strengthening with age), 
as long as the head excluding the snout, and posteriorly serrated. 
Lateral line — complete, 3| or 4 rows of scales between it and the 
base of the ventral fin ; 10 rows before the dorsal fin. Colour — 
silvery along the hack and upper half of the body, becoming white 
shot with gold, beneath ; most of the scales with black bases. A 
dark band behind the opercles and a black blotch on the lateral 
line, commencing about the twenty-fourth scale. Opercles and 
fins orange, caudal with a black superior and inferior edge. 

Eah. Brom fresh waters at Cocanada down the East coast of 
India to Ceylon, and inland as far as the Nilgiris, also along the 
“Western ghats and rivers at their bases. The largest example 
obtained was 10| inches in length. 

344, (6.) Barbus pleurotsenia. 

Puntius (Barbed es) pleurotaenia, Bleeket', Cohit. et Cyp\ Ceylon, in 
Eaarlem, Nat Verh. Holland. Maatsch. xx, 18C4, p. 13, t. 3, fig. 2. 

Barbus pleurotaenia, Bay, Fish. India, p. 562 (see synoii.). 

B.iii. B. 11 (3/8). P.14. y,9. A. 8 (3/5). 0.19. L. 1.27-29. 

L. tr. 5/4|. 

Length of head about 5|, height of body 4 in the total length. 
Eyes — diameter two sevenths of length of head, 1 to 1| diameters 
from end of snout, and slightly more apart. Barhels — both pairs 
somewhat longer than the orbit. Fins — dorsal commences over 
the ventral, and midway between the end of the snout and the base 
*of the caudal ; its last undivided ray is osseous, very strong, ser- 
rated posteriorly, and as long as the head, the upper margin of the 
fin concave; caudal forked. Lateral line — complete, 2^ rows of 
scales between it and the root of the ventral; 10 rows before the 
dorsal fin. Colour — a black band extends from the eye to the ter- 
mination of the central caudal rays. 

Hah. Ceylon. 


345. (7.) Barbus goniosoma. 

Puntius (Barbodes) goniosoma, BUeker, Atl. Ich. iii, p. 105, t. 31, 
fig. 1. 

Barbus gcniosoma, Bay, Fish. India, p. 662, pi. cxxxvii, fig. 2 (see 
synon.). 


B. iii. D. 11 (3/8). P. 15. V. 8. A. 7 (2/5). C. 19. L. 1. 24. 
L. tr. 4|/4|. 

Length of head about 5, height of body 3^ in the total length. 
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Eyes — diameter two sevenths of length of head, 1 diameter from 
end of snout, and 1| apart. Body elevated to the base of dorsal 
fin, whilst it is strongly compressed. Eostral barbels extend to 
below the middle of the eye ; maxillary to opposite the posterior 
margin of the orbit. Fins — origin of dorsal slightly posterior to 
the insertion of the ventrals ; dorsal spine osseous, strong, as long 
as the head without the snout, and finely serrated posteriorly in 
its whole extent ; the fin is one half as high as the body. Caudal 
forked, the lower lobe the longer. Scales — 2 J rows between lateral 
line and base of ventral fin ; 9 rows before dorsal. silvery, 

fins orange. 

Hob, Mergui to Sumatra, growing to 6 inches in length. 

346. (8.) Barbus roseipinnis. 

Barbus roseipinnis, Cm. ^ Val. JJ. N. Foiss. xvi, p. 169 ; Day, Fish. 

India, p. 562 (see synon.). 

B.iii. B. 11(3/8J. A. 7(2/5). 0.20. L.1.22. 

Dorsal profile elevated. Eyes — large. Barbels — four, thin and 
long. Fins — dorsal with its last undivided ray osseous, of moderate 
strength and serrated. Colour — silvery ; ventral, anal, and caudal 
fins reddish, the lower border of the last tinged with black. 

Hab. Pondicherry, whence M. Belanger brought specimens 4| 
inches in length. 


347. (9.) Barbus dubius. 

Puntius (Barhodes) dubius, Bay, F. Z. S. 1867, p. 291. 

Barbus dubius, Bay, Fish. India, p. 562, pi. cxzxvii, fig. 1 (see 
synon.). 

Oolke-arwyean eandee, Tam, 

B.iii. D. 13(4/9). P.17. V. 9. A. 7(2/5). L. 1. 42-45. 
L. tr. 9/8. 

Length of head 5^, height of body 4| in the total length. Eyes — 
diameter 4^ in length of head, 1^ diameters apart, and also from end 
of snout. Barbels — rather short, the rostral pair being about equal 
to half the diameter of the orbit, whilst the maxillary are a Httle 
longer. Snout somewhat elevated. Fi'ns — dorsal spine osseous, 
smooth, and strong ; it is nearly as long as the head, the f n com- 
mences somewhat nearer to the end of the snout than to the base 
of the caudal, and a little in advance of the insertion of the ventral. 
Lateral -.complete, 4| to 5 rows of scales between it and the 
base of the ventral fin ; Id row^s before the dorsal fin. Colmr — 
uniform silvery, with the bases of the scales darkest. 

Edb. Bhavani river at the foot of the Nilgiris, 
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348. (10.) Barbus micropogon. 

Barbus micropogon, Cuv, ^ Val H. N, Foiss. xvi, I>ciy 

Fish. India, p. 663, pi. cxxxyi, fig. 3, and pi. cxxxviii, fig. 4 (see 
synon.). 

Coatee candee, Tamil. 

B.iii. D. 13(4/9). P.17. Y. 10. A. 7-8 (2-3/5). C. 19. 
L. 1. 39-41. L. tr. 6-7/7. 

Length of head 4| to 5|, height of body 4 to 4| in the total 
length. Eyes — in the middle of the length of the head, diameter 
31 to 4 | in length of head, 1 ^^ diameters apart and also from end 
of snout. Snout conically pointed, and adults have pores on the 
preorhital, and even all across the snout. Cleft of mouth extend- 
ing about half the distance to below the anterior margin of the 
orbit. Barbels — the rostral extend to below the anterior third of 
the orbit, the maxillary to below its posterior margin. Teeth — 
pharyngeal, crooked, pointed, 4, 3, 2j2, 3, 4. Ftns — dorsal com- 
mences slightly before insertion of ventrals, and midway between 
end of the snout and base of caudal fin ; its osseous ray is strong, 
smooth, and somewhat compressed, the stiiff portion being slightly 
longer than the head. Pectoral three fourths as long as the head. 
Caudal deeply forked. Lateral line — complete, but becomes lost 
in old specimens ; 3 to 3| row^s of scales between it and the ventral 
fin; 15 rows anterior to the dorsal fin. Colour — cheeks golden, 
body with a greenish tinge superiorly, becoming white tinged with 
gold below’' the lateral line, the base of each scale somewhat the 
darkest. Pins darkest along their centres. 

Hah, Eivers around the base of the Nilgiris, and Wynaad and 
South Canara range of hills, also Mysore, attaining a large size. 
Some were introduced by myself into the Ootacamund lake. The 
example figured in ‘ The Pishes of India/ on plate cxxxvi (7*5 inches 
in length), was from the Wynaad ; the specimen on plate cxxxviii 
(life size) was from the Bhavani. 

349. (11.) Barbus chilinoides. 

Barbus cheilynoides, McClelland, As. Hes. xix, pt. 2, Ind. Cyp. 
pu. 271, 340, pi. 67, fig, 6. 

Barbus chilinoides, Bay, Fish, India, p. 663, pi. cxxxix, fig. 6 (see 
synon.). 

Chit-rah^too, Punj. 

B.iii. D. 10-11 (3/7-8). P.17. Y. 9. A, 7 ( 2 / 6 ). C. 19. 

L, 1.32-35. L.tr.5|/6. 

Length of head 5, height of body 5| in the total length. E^es 
— diameter 4 to 5 in the length of head, 1^ diameters from end of 
snout, and 2 diameters apart. The snout overhangs the mouth. 
Some examples have a depression across the snout ; numerous fine 
glands oyer the cheeks and opercles ; lips moderately thick, the 
lower without a lobe, but with a continuous transverse fold. 
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Barheh — the rostral and maxillary pairs of about the same length, 
equal to 1| diameters of the orb’t. Fim — dorsal commences about 
midway between end of snout and base of caudal fin ; its last un- 
divided ray is osseous, very strong, entire, the stifE portion being 
about three fifths of the Jength of the head. Anal laid fiat reaches 
the base of the caudal, which is deeply forked. Lateral line — 
complete ; there are 3 rows of scales between it and the base of the 
caudal fin. Colour — golden above, becoming silvery beneath, the 
margins of the scales with numerous fine black dots ; a black mark 
behind the opercle. Kns reddish. 

Hah. Himalayas, as far to the east as Assam ; also found in the 
Ganges. This fish attains 2^ feet in length. 

350. (12.) Barbus camaticus. 

Barbus camaticus, Jerdon^ Mad. Jdur, L. 8. xv, 1849, p. 311 ; JOay, 
Fish, India, p. 5G3, pi. cxxxvii, fig. 3 (see synon.). 

Poaree candee, Saal candee, Shellee, Tamil; Giddi-haoli, Efind.; Gid- 
pakke^ Can. 

B. hi. D. 12(4/8). P.15. V. 9. A. 7 (2/5). 0.19. L. 1. 32. 

L. tr. 5/6. 

Length of head 5|, height of body 3 to 4 in total length. Eyes 
— diameter 3 to 4 in length of head," 1 diameter from end of snout, 
and to 2 apart. Teeih — pharyngeal, pointed, curved, 5, 3, 2/2, 
3, 5. Barheh — ^thin, both pairs shorter than the eye. Fins — the 
dorsal three fourths as high as the body, with a concave upper edge ; 
it commences in front of the insertion of the ventral, and midway 
between the snout and the base of the caudal fin ; its last undivided 
ray is a strong, broad, smooth spine, nearly as long as the head in 
the immature, and somet^'mes longer in the adult, especially in 
specimens from Oanara. Pectoral as long as the head or rather 
longer. Anal laid flat reaches the caudal. Lateral line — com- 
plete, 3^ rows of scales between it and the base of the ventral fin ; 
12 rows anterior to the dorsal fin- Colour — greenish brown along 
the back, becoming dull white glossed with gold on the sides and 
beneath. Pins greyish. Eyes golden. 

Hah. Kivers along the bases of the ISTHgiris, Wynaad, and South 
Canara hills, attaining at least 25 lbs. in weight. Some have been 
introduced into the Ootacamund lake. 


351. (13.) Barbus bexagonolepis. 

Barbus hexagonolepis, McClelland, As. Res. xix, pt. 2, Ind. Cyp. 
pp. 270, 336, pi. 41, tig. 3 ; Day, Fish, India, p. 664, pi. cxxxvii, 
fig. 4 (see synon.). 

Bohar and Boolooah, Assam. 

B.iii. D. 12(3/9). P.17. Y. 9. A, 7 (215), 0.19. 

L. 1.28-31. L. tr. 4^/4|. 


X 
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Length of head 5 to 6^, height of body 5 to 5^ in the total 
length. Eyes — diameter 5 to 6 in the length o£ the head, to 2 
diameters from the end of the snout, and 2^ apart. Lower labial 
fold interrupted. Sometimes pores on the cheeks. Barbels — the 
maxillary reach nearly to below the hind edge of the preopercle, 
the rostral are shorter. Fins — dorsal two thirds as high as the 
body, it commences somewhat in front of the insertion of the 
ventral ; its last undivided ray is strong, osseous, smooth, with its 
stiff portion as long as the head excluding the snout. Pectoral as 
long as the head excluding the snout, and not reaching the ventral. 
Anal laid flat does not extend to the base of the caudal, which is 
deeply forked. Lateral complete, 2 to 2^ rows of scales 
between it and the ventral; 10 to 11 rows before the dorsal. Ex- 
posed portion of scales somewhat hexagonal. Colour — deep bluish 
grey, fins darker, 

Hah. Assam in the larger rivers, and in those from the Hima- 
layas. This fish attains upwards of 2 feet in length, and takes a 
fly or bait freely. McClelland considered Gypriniis putitora. Ham. 
Buch., a variety of this species; it is said to attain 9 feet in 
length. 


352. (14.) Barbus dukai. 


Barbus dukai, JDay, Fish. India, p. 664, pL cxliii, fig. 3. 

B.iii. D. 13(4/9). P.15, y. 9. A. 7 (215). C. 19. 
L. 1.28-29. L. tr. 4/4. 


Length of head 4| to 5, height of body 4^ to 5 in the total 
length. Eyes — diameter 3| to 4 in the length of the head, 1| 
diameters from the end of snout and 1^ apart. Sides of snout 
and area below the eye with large open tubercles. Barbels — the 
rostral pair are slightly longer than the orbit, the maxillary almost 
reach the angle of the preopercle. Fins — ^the dorsal commences a 
little in advance of the insertion of the ventral ; its last undivided 
ray is strong, osseous, with its stiff portion as long as the head ex- 
cluding the snout ; the fin is three fourths as high as the body 
below it, having its upper edge very concave. Lateral line — com- 
plete, 2^ rows of scales between it and the base of the ventral fin ; 
9 rows before the dorsal flu. The scales covered with numerous 
horizontal striae. Colmr — of a leaden tinge along the upper por- 
tion of the body, becoming dull white shot with gold on the sides 
and beneath, edges of scales darkest. Pins yellow, with a dark 
band having a lighter outer edge along the upper and lower edge 
of the caudal fin. 


Eab. Teesta river, Darjeeling, whence Dr. Duka sent me several 
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353. (15.) Barl)iis tor. (Pig, 104.) 

Cyprinus tor, JECam, Buck, FisTi. Ganges, p. 305. 

Barbus tor, JDm/, Fish, India, p. 564, pi. cxxxvi, fig. 5, and pi. cxl, 
fig. 1 (see synon.). 

Burapatra, Assam; Tam. ; Faharm, Hind. ; PwMzoA, 

Punj.; Joon~gah, Petiah, and Kurreah^Sindi] Khadchi and Mdsta, Ma- 
ratM ; Cooriah, Layhcooriah or lAld, Ceylon. 

B.iii. D. 12 (3/9). P.19. V. 9. A. 7-8 (2-3/5). L. 1. 25-27. 

L. tr. 4/4. 

Length of head 4 to 5, height of body 4^ to 5| in the total 
length. Eyes — diameter 6| to 7g in the length of the head in 
moderately sized specimens, but much larger in the young (in 
specimens 3*5 inches long being 3| in the length of the head ; in 
those 5 inches long 4|), 2 to 2| diameters from the end of snout, 
and 2 apart. Lips thick, with an uninterrupted fold across the 
lower jaw, and with both the upper and lower lips in some spe- 
cimens produced in the mesial line. Barbels — the maxillary pair 



Pig. 104^— Barbus tor, 

longer than the rostral, and extending to below the last third of 
the eye. Fins — ^the dorsal arises opposite the rentral, and is three 
fourths as high as the body; its last undivided ray is smooth, 
osseous, strong, and of varying length and thickness. Himalayan, 
Bengal, and Central Lidian specimens generally have the spine 
strong, and from one half to two thirds the length of the head, it 
rarely exceeds this extent. In Canara, Malabar, and Southern 
India, where the lips are largely developed, the spine is very much 
stronger and as long as the head excluding the snout. Pectoral as 
long as the head excluding the snout; it reaches the ventral, which 
is little shorter. Anal laid flat does not reach the base of the 
caudal, which is deeply forked. Lateral line — complete, 2 to 2| 
rows of scales between it and the base of the ventral fin ; 9 rows 
before the dorsal. Colour — silvery or greenish along the upper 
half of the body, becoming silvery shot with gold on the sides and 
beneath. Lower fins reddish yellow. 
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This fish is the celebrated Maha seer ” (or Mahseer) of sportsmen 
in India. The various large barbels in Assam are termed 
^^Petiah” with a specific name prefixed to deopte the species 
alluded to, 

Eah. G-enerallj throughout India, but found of the largest size 
and in the greatest abundance in mountain-streams or those which 
are rocky ; also found in Oeylon. 

354. (16.) Barbus bexastichus. 

Barbus hexastichus, McClelland, As, Res, xix, pt. 2j Ind. Cyp, 
jjp. 269, 333, pi. 39, fig. 2,* Day, Fish, India, p. 665, pi. cxxxvi, 
fig. 4 (see synon.). 

Lohura, Assam. 

B. hi. B, 12^13 (3-4/9). P.17. V. 9. A. 7 (2/5). C. 19. 

L. 1. 25-26. L. tr. 4/5. 

Length of head 5 to 6, height of body 4| to 5 in the total 
length. Eyes — diameter one jfifth of length of head, diameters 
from end of snout, 2 diameters apart. Lips moderately thick, the 
lower one without or with a badly developed lobe, but having a 
shallow and continuous transverse fold. Sometimes pores on the 
cheeks. Barbels — ^longer than the eye. Fim — dorsal fin with its 
osseous ray strong, smooth, and from half as long as the head to 
as long as the head without the snout, it commences somewhat 
nearer the snout than the base of the caudal, the latter being 
deeply forked, with the lower lobe the longer. Pectoral as long as 
the head excluding the snout. Lateral Zmg— complete, 2 to 2| rows 
of scales between it and the base of the ventral fin; 10 rows before 
the dorsal fin. CoZour— brownish, tinged with green along the 
upper edge of the body, becoming dull white shot with yellow on 
the sides and below ; caudal and anal reddish. The fry have a 
black spot before the base of the caudal fin. 

Hab, Pi vers on and around Himalayas, Kashmir, Sikhiin, and 
Assam ; growing to 3 feet in length. Specimens from the plains 
appear to have the head comparatively longer than those from the 
hiHs. 


. 355. (17.) Barhus bovanicus. 

Barbus bovanicus, Day, Fish, India, p. 666, pi. cxxxviii, fig. 1. 

B.iii. D. 12 (3/9). P.17. V. 9. A. 8 (3/5). C. 19. 

L. 1, 24—26. L. tr, 4^/4^. 

Length of head 4f, height of body 3| in the total length. 
fi/es-^ameter 3| m the length of the head, 1 to 1| diameters 
from the end of snout, and 1| apart. Dorsal profile somewhat 
more convex than that of the abdomen. Lower labial fold in the 
adult complete, with a moderately developed median lobe, which 
IS not apparent ju the young. .Sarhefe— rostral pair extend to 
beneath the first third of the eye, the maxillary pair to the posterior 
edge of the preopercle. if'ins— dorsal two thirds as high as the 
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body, with a concave upper edge, it commences in front of the 
ventrals ; its last undivided ray is osseous, of moderate strength, 
its stifE portion being as long as the bead excluding the snout. 
Pectoral as long as the head posterior to the nostrils and longer 
than the ventral. Anal laid flat reaches the caudal. Lateral line — 
complete, rows of scales between it and the base of the ventral 
fin; 10 rows before the dorsal fin. Colour — greenish, with a 
golden tinge, darkest along the back. 

Hah, Bhavani (Bowany) river, at base of Nilgiri hills in Madras, 
The laj’gest specimen obtained was 5 inches in length. 


356. (18.) Barbus sopbore. 

C}mrinus sophore, Hatn. Buck, Fkh, Ganges, pp. 310, 389 (part), 
(pi. 19, fig. 86 is not the same species). 

Barbus sophore, Day, Fish, India, p. 566, pi. cxliii, fig. 4 (see synon.). 

B. iii D. 12 (3/9). P. 15. Y. 9, A. 7 (2/5). 

L. 1. 25. L. tr. 31/4^. 

Length of head 4^, height of body 3J in the total length. 
Eyes — 3 to in the length of the head, nearly 1 diameter from 
end of snout, and also apart. Barheh — long and thin, the maxillary 
pair one half longer than the eye ; the rostral pair slightly shorter. 
Fins — dorsal ray weak, osseous, entire, and as long as the head 
without the snout ; the fin arises slightly before the ventral, and 
midway between the end of the snout and the root of the caudal. 
Lateral line — complete, 2| rows between it and the base of the 
ventral; 9 rows before the dorsal fin. Scales — with numerous 
longitudinal strias. Colour — silvery, with a lateral blotch. 

Hah. Assam and Khasi hills. 


357- (19.) Barbus stracheyi, 

Barbus (Barbodes) stracheyi, Day,J, A. S. B, xl, 1871, p. 307. 

Barbus stracheyi. Day, Fish. India, p. 566, pi. cxxxix, fig. 4 (see 
synon.). 

B.iii. D. 11(2/9). P.17. T. 9. A. 7 (2/5). 0.17. 

L. 1. 23. L. tr.3|/5. 

Length of head 4J, height of body 4J in the total length. 
Exjes — diameter 5 in length of head, diameters from end of 
snout, 2| diameters apart. Mouth without enlarged lips ; lower 
labial fold interrupted. Barbels — ^long, the rostral pair reaching 
to below the centre of the orbit, and the maxillary pair to beneath 
its posterior margin. Fins — dorsal osseous ray strong, smooth, 
and as long as the head without the snout, the fin commences mid- 
way between the end of the snout and the base of the caudal fin. 
Lateral line — complete, 2| rows of scales between it and the base 
of the ventral fins. Colour — ^uniform silvery. 

Hah, Akyab and Moulmein. 
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358. (20.) Bartus curmuca. 

Cyprinus curmuca, Buchanan’s Journey in Mysore^ iii,p. 344, pi. xxx. 

Barbus curmuca, JQay, p. 666, pi. cxli, fig. 1 (see synon.). 

B. iii. D. 12 (3/9). P. 16. V. 9. A. 8 (3/5). C. 18. 

L.l. 41, L.tr. 8/7. 

LeBgth of liead 5, heiglit of body 5 in the total length. Eyes— 
diameter 4| in the length of the head, 1| diameters from the end 
of the snout, and also apart. Snout conical, head compressed, 
interorhital space transversely concave. Dorsal profile more convex 
than that of the abdomen. In adults there is a band of open pores 
from the preorbital along the cheek. Barlels—t-v^o maxillary pairs, 
the lower as long as the eye, the upper half as long.^ dorsal 

as high as the body, its upper edge concave, it arises in front of 
the insertion of the ventral, its last undivided ray weak and 
articulated. Lateral complete, rows of scales between it 
and the base of the ventral fin ; 10 rows anterior to the dorsal 
fin. Caudal deeply forked, its lobes pointed. Colour — silvery, 
lightest on the sides and beneath ; tips of the caudal blackish. In 
the young the middle third of the caudal is orange, and it is tipped 
with black. 

Eah. Western Ghats of India; attaining to at least 4 feet in 
length. 

359. (21.) Barbus lithopidos. 

Barbus (Barbodes) lithopidos, P. Z, S, 1873, p. 708. 

Barbus lithopidos, Day^ Fish. India, p. 667, pi. cxxxviii, fig. 2. 

Kun meen, Canarese. 

B.iii. D. 12(3/9). P.15. V, 10. A. 8 (3/5). 0.19. 

L.l. 38-39. L.tr. 7/7. 

Length of head 5| to 6^, height of body 4| in the total length. 
Eyes — 3| to 4| diameters in length of head, 1 to 1^ diameters 
from end of snout, and apart. Body compressed, dorsal and 
abdominal profiles equally and moderately convex. Lower labial 
fold interrupted ; a thin cartilaginous covering internally to either 
jaw. Large examples have pores on the preorbital. Barbels — 
both pairs thin, and about as long as the orbit. Fins — dorsal high 
in front, equalling the height of the body, its upper edge concave, 
its origin anterior to the insertion of the ventral, its last undivided 
ray weak and articulated. Pectoral and ventral of equal length, 
and as long as the head. Caudal very deeply forked. Lateral 
line — complete, 4 rows of scales between it and base of ventral fin ; 
14 rows before the dorsal. Free portion of the tail as high at its 
base as it is long. Colour — slaty, as are the fins, having their 
outer rays whitish. Pectoral yellowish, tail greenish. Adults are 
more yellow, with a grey band' behind the opercle, and some of the 
scales scarlet. 

Hal. South Canara, where it is not uncommon in the rivers, 
and attains 2 feet in length. 
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360. (22.) Barl)tis thomassi. 

Barbus (Barbodes) thomassi, Day^ P. Z. S, 1873, p. 707. 

Barbus tbomassi, Day^ Fish. India^ p. 567, pi. cxxxvii, fig. 6 (see 
synon.). 

Ke^n-yu-per-ru-wulj Canarese (Bed Mabaseer). 

B. iii. D. 12-13 (3-4/9). P. 17. Y. 10. A. 8 (3/5). C. 19. 
L. 1.31-34. L. tr. 6/6. 

Length o£ head 5|- to 6|, height of body 4 to 4^ in the total 
length. Byes — high up, diameter 3f to 4 in length of head, 1| 
diameters from end of snout, and also apart. Dorsal profile about 
equally convex with that of the abdomen. Lower labial fold 
interrupted. Barbels — thin, the maxillary not so long as the eye, 
the rostral pair shorter. Fvrvs — dorsal high anteriorly, equalling 
the height of the body; its origin is anterior to the insertion of 
the ventral; its upper edge very concave, and its last undivided 
ray weak and articulated. Pectoral and ventral of equal length, 
and four fifths as long as the head; caudal deeply forked, the 
upper lobe the longer. Lateral line — complete, 2-i- rows of scales 
between it and the base of the ventral fin ; 12 ro\\ s anterior to the 
dorsal. Colour — silvery along the back, each scale with a red 
lunule ; dorsal and caudal fins lake-colour, the last being usually 
edged with black. Ventral and anal also lake-colour, stained with 
greyish-black. Most of the scales with a dark base. 

Hah. South Canara ; attaining at least 3^ feet in length. 

361. (23.) Barbus spiiiTilosxis. 

Barbus spinulosus, McClelland, Cal. Journ. H. H. v, p 280, pi, 2], 
fig. 3 ; Bay, Fish. India, p. 567 (see synon.). 

B. iii. D. 12 (3/9). P. 15. Y. 9, A. 10 (3/7). C. 19. L. L 32. 

Length of head 5, height of body 4^ in the total length. Back 
a little elevated. Eyes — before the middle of the length of the 
head. Dorsal profile but slightly arched. Snout short. Fins — 
dorsal without osseous ray, commencing midw'ay between the end 
of the snout and the base of the caudal. Colour — greenish above, 
white below ; fins pale. 

Hah. Sikhim, whence a single specimen, 7 inches long, was 
obtained by McClelland. 

362. (24.) Barbus pulchellxis. 

Barbus (Barbodes) pulchellus. Bay, P. Z. S, 1870, p. 372. 

Barbus pulchellus, Bay. Fish. India, p. 568, pi. cxl, fig. 3 (see synon.). 

Bhatladi, Canarese ; Tulu, Mai. ; Bhudia, Maratbi. 

B. iii. D. 12 (3/9). P. 17. Y. 9. A. 7 (2/5). C. 19. 

L. 1. 30-32. L. tr. 5-6/5J. 

Length of head 6 to 6^, height of body 4 to 4|- in the total 
length. Eyes — diameter 3"^ in length of head, 1^ diameters from 
the end of the snout, and l|^ apart. Pores on the snout. Barbels — 
four, the maxillary pair being the longest, equalling one third of 
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the length o£ the head. Teeth — pharyngeal, crooked, pointed, 
4, 3, 2/2, 3, 4. FinB — dorsal arises slightly before the ventral; 
its upper border is concave, it is two thirds the height of the hody, 
having its last undivided ray weak, smooth, and articulated. 
Caudal deeply forked. Scales — 3^ rows between the lateral line 
and the base of the ventral fin. Colour— dM the scales above a line 
going direct from the eye to centre of the caudal fin are deep grey, 
with dark bases ; below all are silvery grey ; fins with dark edges. 

Hal. South Canara, frequenting the inland streams, attaining at 
least VI ^ inches in length. 

363, (35.) Barbus dobsoni. 

Barbus (Barbodes) dobsoni, Bay, Jour, L, S., Zool. xii, 1876, p. 574. 

Barbus dobsoni, Bay, Ftsh. India, p. 568, pi. cxxxix, fig. 6. 

B. iii. B. 12-13 (3-4/9). P. 14. V. 9. A. 8 (3/5). 0. 19. 

L. 1. 30-32. L. tr. 5^6/5§. 

Length of head 6, height of body 3^ to 3^ in the total length. 
Eyes — diameter 3^ in the length of the head, nearly 1 diameter 
from end of snout, and 1-^ apart. Snout a little obtuse. Mouth 
narrow. Lower labial fold interrupted. Barlels — thin, the 
maxillary as long as the eye, the rostral somewhat shorter. 

pharyngeal, crooked and pointed, 5, 3, 2/2, 3, 5. Fins — 
dorsal commences somewhat in advance of the insertion of the 
ventral ; it is about two thirds as high as the body, its last un- 
divided ray articulated and smooth. Pectoral as long as the head. 
Lateral line — complete, 3^ rows of scales between it and the 
ventral fin; 12 ifows anterior to the dorsal. Colour — bluish above, 
becoming lighter on the sides and beneath ; fins edged with grey, 
upper corner of dorsal and ends of caudal blackish. 

Hal. Deccan, 


364. (26.) Barbus jerdoni. 

Barbus (Barbodes) jerdoni. Bay, P.Z, S. 1870, p. 372. 

Barbus jerdoni. Bay, Ftsh. India, p. 568, pi. cxxxviii, fig, 5. 

Say-^een, Can. ; Cha-meen, Tel. ; Ta-meen, Mai. 

B. iii. D. 12 (3/9). P. 15. V. 9. A. 8 (3/5). 0. 19 
L. 1.27-28. L.tr. 6/4. 

Length of head 5 to 5|, height of body 4 in the total length. 
Ey^ diameter 3 to 3-^ in length of head, 1 to 1-^ diameters from 
end of snout, and 1-^ apart. A considerable rise to the com- 
mencement of the dorsal fin. Mouth narrow. Lower labial fold 
interrupted. Barbels — thin, the maxillary as long as the orbit, the 
rostral slightly shorter. Fins — last undivided dorsal ray arti- 
culated, weak and not enlarged; the fin, which is four fifths as 
high as the body below it, commences midway between the snout 
and the base of the caudal. Pectoral as long as the head 
and nearly reaching the ventral, which is of the same length. 
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Anal laid flat* reaches somewhat beyond the root of the caudal fin, 
which is deeply forked. Lateral line — complete, rather concave : 
^ to 3| rows of scales between it and the base of the ventral; 12 
rows before the dorsal fin. (7o?oitr-— silvery ; the fins have an 
orange tint, tipped with black. 

Hah. Eivers in Canara below the Ghats, attaining at least 18 
inches in length. 

365. (27.) Barbus wynaadensis. 

Barbus (Barbodes) wynaadensis, Day, Jour. L. S., Zool xi, 1873, 
p. 528, 

Barbus wynaadensis, Hay^ Fish. India, p. 568, pi. cxxxviii, fig. 3, and 
pi. cxxxiz, fig. 2. 

B. iii. D. 13 (4/9). P.17. Y. 9. A. 8 (3/5). 0.19. 

L. 1. 26-28. L. tr. 4/6. 

Length of head 4| to 5, height of body 4| to 5 in the total 
length. diameter 5 in length of head, IJ to 2 diameters 

from end of snout, and 1| apart. Snout conicS. Lower labial 
fold interrupted. Barbels — the maxillary pair as long as the orbit 
or longer, the rostral one fourth shorter. Fins — ^the dorsal two 
thirds as high as the body, its origin a little anterior to the 
insertion of the ventral ; its last undivided ray w^eak, osseous, with 
an articulated extremity. Lateral line — complete, 2| to 3 rows of 
scales between it and the base of the ventral fin : 10 rows before 
the dorsal fin. Colour — ^leaden silvery along the back, with a dark 
band running from behind the eye to the middle of the base of the 
caudal fin, where it sometimes ends in a round black blotch. 
Abdomen of a light orange colour. Fins stained with grey at 
their edges. 

Hah. Vithry in the Wynaad, w^here it is common in the larger 
streams, attaining at least 8 inches in length. 

366, (28.) Barbus stevensonii. 

Barbus (Barbodes) stevensonii, Bay, P. Z, 8. 1870, p. 100. 

Barbus stevensonii, Day, Fish. India, p. 669, pi. cxxxv, fig. 6, 

B.iii. D. 12(3/9). P.17. Y.9. A. 8 (3/5). C. 19. L.1.27. 

L. tr. 4|/5. 

Length of head 4^, height of body 4j in the total length. 
Eyes — diameter two sevenths of length of head, 1 diameter from 
end of snout and apart. Body elongated and compressed. Lower 
labial fold interrupted. Barbels— th& maxillary extend to below 
the posterior extremity of the orbit; the rostral are shorter. 
Fins — dorsal wdth a smooth, weak, osseous ray, as long as the 
head excluding the snout ; its height is rather less than that of the 
body, and it arises slightly in advance of the ventrals. Lateral 
line — complete, 2| rows of scales between it and the base of the 
ventral fin, and 9 before the dorsal fin. Colour — silvery, upper por- 
tion qf body darker ; numerous black specks along the side ; a black 
spot at the base of the caudal, and a dark band along the dorsal fin. 

Eab. Hills near Akyab. 
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367. (29.) Barbus neilli 

Barbus ueilli, Day^ F, Z. S, 1868, p. 581 ; and Fish India^ p. 569, 
pi. cxl, %. 4 (see synon.). 

B.iii. D. 13 (4/9). P.15. V.IO. A. 8 (3/5). C. 19. L. 1. 24-26. 

L. tr. 4|/4. 

Length, of head 4^ to 5, height of body 3| to 4 in the total 
length. li>yes—di\ 2 .mQt&:: 4^ to 5 in length of head, IJ diameters 
from end of snout and also apart. Dorsal and abdominal profiles 
about e<iually conyex. Snout conical. Lovser labial fold con- 
tinuous. Barbels — the rostral pair reach the front edge of the eye, 
the maxillary pair equal 1| diameters of the orbit. Teeth — 
pharyngeal, curved, 5, 3, 2/2, 3, 5. origin of dorsal 

anterior to the insertion of the ventral ; the fin is two thirds as 
high as the body, its upper edge concave, its last undivided ray 
osseous, entire, and very weak. Pectoral as long as the head 
excluding the snout, and longer than the ventral. Anal laid flat 
reaches the base of the caudal, which is forked. Lateral line — 
complete, 3J rows of scales between it and the ventral fin ; 9 rows 
anterior to the dorsal. Colour — silvery above the lateral line, wdth 
a tinge of yellow below it. Pins with a bluish tinge in some 
specimens, reddish in others. The young have a dark spot at the 
base of the caudal fin. Eyes golden. 

Hab, Elurnool on the Tungabhadra river. The largest specimen 
seen by myself was 38 lbs. in weight, but this species is said to 
attain to 50 or 60 lbs. 

368. (30.) Barbus malabaricus* 

Barbus malabaricus, Jerdouy Mad. Jour. L. S. xv, 1849, p. 312 ; 
jD«y, Fish. Indiaj p. 569, pi. cxxxviii, fig. *6. 

B. iii. D. 12-13 (3-4/9). P. 17. V. 9. A. 8 (3/5). 0. 19. 

L.1.24. L. tr. 4/4. 

Length of head 4| to 5, height of body 4^ to 4f in the total 
length. Byes — diameter 5 in length of head. If diameters from 
end of snout, and 2 apart. Dors^ and abdominal profiles about 
equally and moderately convex; lower labial fold complete, and 
with a median lobe. Barbels — the maxillary pair reach to below 
hind edge of eye; the rostral pair are shorter. Fms — dorsal 
two thirds as high as the body; its origin is anterior to the 
insertion of the ventral ; its upper edge concave, its last undivided 
ray osseous, weak, with its bony portion equalling the post orbital 
length of the head. Lateral line — complete, If rovs of scales 
between it and the ventral fin; 9 rows anterior to the dorsal. 
Colour — bluish, becoming white on the abdomen. Pins usually 
blue. Eyes red. Sometimes the fish is brown ; and the dorsal, 
pectoral, and ventral red; or the front edge of the dorsal and 
anal and upper and lower borders of the caudal may be dark. 

Hab. Prom South Canara down the Western Ghats to the 
Travancore hills ; attaining at least 18 inches in length. 
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369. (31.) Barbus iuuomiuatus. 

Barbus (Barbodes) innomiiiatus, Day, P. Z» S, 1869, p, 556. 

Barbus innominatus, Day, Fish, India, p. 570 (see sjnon.). 

B.iii. D. 12 (3/9). P.15. V. 9. A. 7 (2/5). 0.17. L.1.24. 
L. tr. 4i/4j. 

Length of head 3J, height of body 3| in the total length. 
Eyes — diameter 3^ in length of head, 1 diameter from end of 
snout and also apart. Barbels — ^the rostral nearly reach the orbit, 
the maxillary pair are shorter. Fxns — dorsal commences midway 
between the snout and the base of the caudal ; its last undivided 
ray osseous, weak, and entire. Caudal forked. Scales — 3 rows 
between iateral line and base of ventral fin. Colour — a black spot 
at the base of the caudal fin ; none now apparent on the dorsal. 

Hab, Ceylon, whence Mr. Blyth received specimens up to 1*1 
inches in length. 


370. (32.) Barbus compressus. 

Barbus (Barbodes) compressus, Day, P. Z, S. 1869, p. 555. 

Barbus compressus, Day, Fish, India, 670, 

B.iii. D. 12 (3/9). P.15. 'V.9. A. 8 (3/5). C. 17. L.1.22. 

L. tr. 4/5. 

Length of head 5, height of body 4 in the total length. Eye ^ — 
diameter two ninths of length of head, 1|- diameters from end of 
snout, and also apart. Head much compressed : the ^ hole of the 
cheeks covered v;dth pores. Bai-bels — the rostral reaches to 
beneath the centre of the orbit, the maxillary to the angle of the 
propercle. Fins — dorsal half as high as the body ; it arises midway 
between the snout and the base of the caudal, commencing slightly 
in advance of the ventrals ; its last undivided ray is osseous, not 
enlarged, and entire. Upper caudal lobe the longer. Lateral 
line — complete, 3^ rows of scales between it and the base of the 
ventral fin. Colour — silvery, fins stained darker. 

Hab, The native country of the type specimen is uncertain, but 
the fish was found in a bottle in the Calcutta Museum with an 
Oreinus labelled as from Kashmir. 

371. (33.) Barbus blythii. 

Barbus (Barbodes) blythii, Day, P. Z. S. 1869, p. 555. 

Barbus blythii, Day, Fish. India, p. 570 (see synon.). 

B.iii. D. 12(3/9). P,15. Y. 9. A. 8 (3/5). C. 17. L.1.22. 

L. tr. 4/5. 

Length of head 4, height of body 3^ in the total length, 

— diameter two fifths of length of head, three fourths of a 
diameter from the end of snout, and also apart. Preorbital 
covered with pores. Bai-hels — well developed, the rostral reaching 
the eye, and the maxillary to below the centre of the orbit. 
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Fins — dorsal arises midway between the snout and the base of the 
caudal, its last undivided ray articulated : it commences slightly in 
advance of the ventrals. Caudal deeply forked. Lateral line — 
complete, 24 rows between it and the base of the ventral fin. 
VolouT — ^uniform silvery in spirit. 

Hah. Tenasserim provinces. Specimen 2 inches long. 

372. (34.) Barbus melanampyx. 

Labeo melanampyx, Day, P. Z. S. 1865, p. 298. 

Barbus melanampyx, Day, Fish, India, p. 570, pL cxxxix, fig. 1 (see 
synon.). 

B.iii. D. 11(3/8). P.15. Y.8. A. 7 (2/5). 0.15. L.1.20. 

L. tr. 8J/3 j. 

Length of head 4J, height of body 3 to 3^ in the total length. 
Eyes — diameter 3 to in the length of head, from | to 1 diam- 
eter from end of snout, 1 diameter apart. Numerous pores on the 
snout. Lower labial fold interrupted. Barlels — rostral short, the 
maxillary equal in length to one diameter of the orbit. Teeth — 
pharyngeal, in three rows, curved, sharp, 5, 3, 2/2, 3, 5. Fins — 
dorsal scarcely higher than long, no osseous ray; it commences 
midway between the end of the snout and the base of the caudal 
fin, which latter is deeply^ forked. Lateral line — complete, 2 
rows of scales between it and the base of the ventral fin; 7 
rows before the dorsal fin. Colour — of a deep dull red, with three 
black cross bands, the first from below the whole of the base of the 
dorsal to just beneath the lateral line, the second commences four 
scales beyond the posterior extremity of the base of the dorsal and 
descends to one scale below the lateral line, whilst the last is just 
before the base of the caudal and often wanting. Fins pinkish, 
edged with black. 

Hah. The Wynaad, Nilgiri and Travancore ranges of hills and 
streams along their bases; also the Cauvery river. This fish 
rarely attains 3 inches in length. 

B. With two barbels (Ca^oeta). 

373. (35.) Barbus macrolepidotus. 

Capoeta macrolQpidota, Cuv. ^ Val, H. N, Foiss. xvi, p. 280, pi. 477. 

Barbus macrolepidotus. Day, Fish. India, p. 571, pi. cxlii, fig, 1 (see 
synou.). 

B. iii. D. 12 (4/8). P. 17. V. 9. A. 7(2/5). C. 19. L. 1. 26. 

L. tr. 5/5. 

Length of head 4|, height of body in the total length. Eyes 
— diameter 5 to 5| in length of head, 1^ diameters from end of 
snout and also apart. Snout pointed, without pores ; head com- 
pressed. Barlels — ^the maxillary as long as the orbit. Fins — 
dorsal commences slightly nearer the snout than the base of the 
caudal, and opposite the insertion of the ventrals, its last undivided 
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ray is weak (scarcely osseous), and finely serrated in nearly its 
whole extent. Caudal deeply forked. Soales — 2| rows between 
lateral line and base of rentral fin ; 10 rows before the dorsal fin. 
Golour — silvery, lightest on the sides and below; fins orange, 
anterior edge of the dorsal and outer margins of the caudal black. 
A badly developed darkish band from the dorsal to the ventral fin. 

Hah. Tavoy to the Malay Peninsula. 

374. (36.) Barbus chola. 

Cyprinus chola, Ham. Btich. Fish. Ganges, pp. 312, 389. 

Barbus chola, l>ay, Fish. India, p, 571, pL oxlii, fig. 4 (see synon.). 

Koroon, Tam. ; Kerrundiy Beng. ; Nga-hhon’-mi and Nga-hwah, 
Burmese ; Fittha-Jaermndi, bitter carp,^’ Ooiiah ; Chaddapaddaka, Tel. ; 
Katcha harawa, Hind. 

B. iii. D. 11 (3/8). P. 15. V. 9. A. 7 (2/5;. 0. 19. 

L. 1.26-28. L.tr. 5|/5. 

Length of head to 4|, height of body 85 to 3| in ‘the total 
length. Eyes — diameter to 4 in the length of the head, | to 1 
diameter from end of snout, and I5 apart. Suborbital ring of 
bones harrow, their depth not being one third of that of the 
uncovered portion of the cheek. Barbels — o, single maxillary pair 
not so long as one diameter of the orbit. Fz7is — dorsal three 
fifths as high as the body, it commences opposite the ventrals and 
midway between the end of the snout and the base of the caudal 
fin, its last undivided ray is osseous and smooth, with the stiff 
portion moderately strong and as long as the head excluding the 
snout. Lateral line — complete, from 3 to 3| rows of scales 
between it and the base of the ventral fin ; 10 to 12 rows before 
the dorsal fin. Golour — silvery, opercles shot with purple and 
gold. A dark blotch is usually present on the side of the free 
portion of the tail from the 23rd to the 25th stales of the lateral 
line ; in some Malabar examples this blotch is intensely black. A 
dark mark along the base of the anterior dorsal ray, and a row of 
dark spots along its centre. Occasionally there is a dark mark 
behind the gill-opening, especially in Bengal and Assam examples. 

Hah. Prom Malabar and the Wynaad, through Madras, Orissa, 
the Punjab, Bengal, and Gh.ngetic Provinces, the Central 
Provinces, Assam, also Akyab and Burma to Mergui. This fish 
grows to about 5 inches in length. As food it is bitter ; in some 
localities in Burma oil is obtained from it during the breeding- 
season. 

375. (37.) Barbus parrah. 

Puntius parrah, P. Z. S. I860, p. 301. 

Barbus parrah, Bag, Fish. India, p. 572, pi. cxlii, fig. 3 (see synon.). 

Fair ah perlee, Mai. ; Kutcha harawa, Hind. 

B. iii. D. 11(3/8). P.16. V. 9. A. 8 (3/5). C. 19. 

L. 1. 25-26. L. tr. 5/5. 

Length of head 5, height of body 8| to 4 in the total length. 
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Eyes — diameter 3 to in the length of the head, | to 1 diameter 
from end of snout, 1 J diameters apart. The third suborhital bone 
two thirds as deep as the uncovered portion of the cheek below it. 
Barhels — fine, and equal to two thirds of the length of the orbit. 
Fins — dorsal commences midway between the end of the snout and 
the base of the caudal fin ; its last undivided ray is osseous, weak 
in the young but strengthening with age, and as long as the head 
without the snout ; height of fin two thirds of that of the bod}’’. 
Lateral line — complete, 3^ rows of scales between it and the base 
of the ventral fin ; 8 rows before the dorsal fin. Colour — back 
greenish, divided from the silvery abdomen by a dark bluish line. 
Cheeks golden red. Pectoral, ventral, and anal tinged with 
yellow; dorsal and caudal dusky. A diffused black spot on the 
lateral line extending from the twentieth to the twenty-second 
scales. Eyes golden. 

Hob, Malabar, Mysore, and Madras ; attaining at least 6 inches 
in length. 

376- (38.) Barbus burmanicus. 

Barbus burmanicus, Bay^ Fish, India, p 572, pi. cxli, fig. 4. 

B. iii. D. 12(4/8). P.15. V. 9. A. 7(2/5). 0.17. 

L. 1. 26. L. tr. 4/4. 

Length of head 4^ to 5, height of body 3§ in the total length, 
diameter 3| to 3|- in the length of the head, 1 diameter 
from the end of snout, and 1| apart. A considerable rise from the 
snout to the base of the dorsal fin. Snout pointed. Lower labial 
fold interrupted. Barbels — a very short maxillary pair. Fim — 
dorsal two thirds as high as the body, it commences opposite the 
insertion of the ventral, its last undivided ray is osseous, strong, 
entire, and about as long as the head. Scales — 2 rows between 
lateral line and base of ventral fin ; 10 rows before dorsal fin. 
CoZowr—silvery along the back, becoming lighter on the sides and 
beneath; a dull blotch before the base of the caudal fin. Pins 
silvery, with a dull band down the centre of the dorsal. 

Hah, Burma. 


377. (39.) Barbus tetrarupagus. 

Systomus tetranipagus, McChll As, Bes, xix, pt. 2: Ind. Cyp, 
pp.285, 381,pl!44,tig.3, ^ a ^ 

Barbus tetrarupagus. Bay, Fish. India, p. 672, pi. cxlii, fig. 6 (see 
synon.). 

TO Bengali; JJora,'<ifee, Assamese ; Pe<-<oft-ee, Sind. 

B. iii. D. 10-11 (2-3/8). P. 17, Y. 9. A. 7 (2/5). 0. 19. 
L. 1. 24^26. L. tr. 5-5^6. 

Length of head 4 to 4^, height of body 3 to 3| in the total 
length. Eyes diameter ^ of length of head, 1 diameter from end 
of snout, and 1^ apart. Dorsal profile considerably elevated. 
Barbels— s. maxillary pair, thin, and e(iual to two thirds of the 
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length of the orbit. Fim — dorsal two thirds as high as the body, 
it commences opposite the insertion of the ventral ; osseous dorsal 
ray of moderate strength, and the stiff portion as long as the head 
excluding the snout. Lateral line — complete, 3| rows of scales 
between it and the base of the ventral ; 8 to 10 rows before the 
dorsal fin. Colour — a round black spot on the lateral line behind 
the gill-openings, and a second midway between end of anal and 
base of caudal fin, and rather more forward than in chola^ being 
on the 18th to 20th scales of the lateral line. Dorsal and anal 
tipped with black, sometimes the upper half of the former stained 
darkish, and a black band along its centre, most distinct anteriorly, 
and more so in Assam than in Bengal specimens. 

Hal, Orissa, Bengal, Assam, IST.W. Provinces, Punjab and Sind, 
also the Deccan ; attaining nearly 5 inches in length. 

378. (40.) Barbus dorsalis. 

Systomus dorsalis, Jei don. Mad. Jour. L. Sc. xv, 1849, p. 314. 

Barbus dorsalis, Day, Fish. Lidia j p. 573, pi. cxlii, fig. 2 (see synon.). 

Lamhi kaoli^ Hin. j Saal eandee, Tam. ; Mar-pahke^ Can. 

B. iii. D. 11-12 (3-4/8). P.15. V. 9. A. 8 (3/5). 0.19. 

L. 1.24-25. L.tr. 4i/4. 

Length of head 4|, height of body 4 to 4| in the total length. 
Eyes — diameter 4to4| in length of head, from 1| to 1|- diameters 
from end of snout, 1| diameters apart. Third suborbital bone as 
wide as the cheek below it. Snout pointed. Lower labial fold 
interrupted. Barlels — a maxillary pair two thirds as long as the 
eye. Teeth — pharyngeal, 5, 3, 2/2, 3, 5. Fins — dorsal commences 
rather in front of ventral, and nearly midway between the end of 
the snout and base of the caudal fin ; its last undivided ray is osseous, 
smooth, moderately strong, and the stiff portion of the ray as long 
as, or a little longer than, the head without the snout. Caudal 
forked. Lateral line — complete. Scales — 8 or 9 rows between 
occiput and base of dorsal fin ; 2| rows between lateral line and 
base of ventrals. Colour — uniform silvery, frequently the scales 
in the upper two thirds of the body with dark bases. A black 
spot at the posterior portion of the base of the dorsal, which dis- 
appears more or less in spirit. 

Hal. Kurnool, Mysore, throughout Madras as low as the 
Cauvery and Coleroon rivers, and Ceylon. This species does not 
attain a large size. 

379. (41.) Barbus kolus. 

Barbus kolus, Sykes, Tr. Z. S ii, p. 357, pi. 62, fig. 1 ; Day, Fish. 

India, p. 573/ pi. cxli, fig. 2 (see synon.). 

Nitusu, Telugu ; Kolis and Kolashi, Marathi. 

B. iii. D. 12-13 (3-4/9). P.15. Y. 9. A. 8 (3/5). 0,19, 
L. 1.40-43. L.tr. 10/8. 

Length of head 5| to 5^, height of body 4 to 4^ in the total 
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lengt-h. Eyes — upper margin near the profile, diameter 3| to 4 in 
the length of the head, 1| diameters from end of snout and also 
apart. Body compressed, a considerable rise in the profile from 
the occiput to the dorsal fin. Barbels — extend rather beyond the 
middle of the eye. Teeth — ^pharyngeal, pointed, uncinate, 5, 3, 
2/2, 3, 5. Fins — ^the dorsal three fourths as high as the body, 
inserted in advance of the ventral. Caudal deeply forked. Lateral 
line — complete, 4 or 5 rows of scales between it and the base of 
the ventral fin, Golour — silvery, with a tinge of yellow ; dorsal, 
caudal, and anal tipped with grey. 

Eah. Central Provinces, Deccan, and throughout the Kistna, 
Tungabhadra, and G-odavari rivers ; attaining upwards of a foot 
in length. 


380. (42.) Barbus denisonii. 

Laheo denisonii, Bay, P. Z. 8, 1866, p. 299. 

Barbus denisonii, Bay, Fish, India, p. 673, pi. cxliii, fig. 2 (see 
synon.X 

B.iii. 0.10-11(2-3/8). P.15. T. 9. A. 8 (3/5). 0.19. 

L. 1. 28. L. tr. 4|/4|. 

Length of head 6, height of body 5 in the total length. Eyes — 
diameter 3^ in the length of head, 1 diameter from end of snout, 
and IJ apart. Dorsal and abdominal profiles slightly and about 
equally convex. Snout obtuse. Barbels — a maxillary pair one 
third longer than the orbit. Teeth — pharyngeal, pointed and 
curved at their extremities, 4, 3, 2/2, 3, 4. Fins — dorsal arises 
rather before the ventrals, none of its rays osseous. Caudal deeply 
forked. Lateral line — complete, 2| rows of scales between it and 
ventral fin ; 9 rows before dorsal fin. Golour — silvery, with a black 
band, above which runs a horizontal scarlet siripe passing from the 
snout to the centre of the base of the caudal fin. Caudal with an 
oblique black band crossing the posterior third of each lobe. 

Bah, Mundikyum in the Travancore hill-ranges. This fish 
attains 6 inches in length. 

381. (43.) Barbus melanostigma. 

Barbus melanostigma, Bay, Fish, India, p. 673, pi. cxliii, JSg. 1 (see 
synon.). 

B.m. D. 10 (2/8). P.15. Y. 9. A. -7 (2/5). C. 19. 

L.l. 26. L.tr. 5/4. 

Length of head 4| to 4|, height of body 3| to 3| in the total 
length. diameter 3| in length of head, 1 diameter from 

end of snout, and 1 j apart. Mouth narrow ; lower labial fold 
interrupted. Third suborbital bone as deep as the uncovered 
portion of the cheek below it or rather deeper. Barbels — a 
maxillary pair about half as long as the orbit. Fins — dorsal three 
fourths as high as the body, having a concave upper edge, com- 
mencing rather in advance of the insertion of the ventral; last 
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undiYided dorsal ray very weak, osseous inferiorly, and articulated 
in its upper half. Caudal deeply forked. Lateral line — complete, 
very slightly concave ; 3 rows of scales between it and the base of 
the ventral fin i 8 rows before the dorsal. Colour — silvery above, 
becoming white on the sides and beneath, a light band along the 
side ; a deep black blotch on the side of the tail, commencing on 
the twenty-first or twenly-second scale ; dorsal and caudal stained 
with grey, sometimes a dark band along the side. 

Bab. Wynaad hills in Malabar. Jerdon also obtained specimens 
in the Bhavani river and from the Cauvery. 


382. (44.) Barbus arenatus. 

Barbus arenatus, Bay, Fish. India, p. 574, pi. cxlii, fig. 7. 

B. iii. D. 10 (2/8). P. 15. V. 9. A. 8 (3/5). 0* 19. 

L. 1. 26. L. tr. 4/6. 

Length of head 4|, height of body 4 in the total length. Fye<i- 
diameter 4| to 5 in the length of the head, 1| diameters from end 
of snout, and 2 apart. Suborbital ring of bones very narrow 
Body thick, its width equalling four sevenths of its height. 
Barbels — a single maxillary pair which reaches to beneath the first 
third of the eye. No pores on the head. Fins — last undivided 
dorsal ray fine, smooth, osseous inferiorly, becoming articulated 
superiorly ; the fin commences before the insertion of the ventral. 
Lateral line — complete, 3| rows of scales between it and the base 
of the ventral fin; 11 rows anterior to the dorsal fin. Colour — 
silvery, without any marldngs. In some examples a darkish band 
along the dorsal fin. 

Bab. Madras. 


383. (45.) Barbus puckelli. 

Puntius (Oapoeta) puckelli, Bay, F. Z. 8. 1868, p. 197. 

Barbus puckelli, Bay, Fish. India, p. 574, pi. cxliii, fig. 6. 

B.iii. D. 9(2/7). P.15, y. 9. A. 8 (3/5). 0.19. 

L. 1. 24. L.tr. 4/5, 

Length of head 5|, height of body 4J in the total length. 
Byes — diameter 3J in the length of head, two thirds of a diameter 
from end of snout, and IJ diameters apart. No pores on the 
head, its summit rather convex. Barbels — a thick maxillary pair, 
reaching to beneath the anterior edge of the eye. pharyn- 

geal, plough-shaped, 5, 3, 2/2, 3, 5. Fins — last undivided dorsal 
ray weak and cartilaginous, the fin commences before the ventral. 
Lateral line — complete, 2| rows of scales between it and the base 
of the ventral fin; 10 rows before the base of the dorsal fin. 
Colour — ^greenish yellow along the back, with a red mark on the 
opercle, and a scarlet stripe extending along the middle of the 
side. A deep black mark on the dorsal fin from the base of the 

X 
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third to that o£ the sixth branched ray. Very fine dark spots over 
the scales, especially at their bases. *An indistinct black mark on 
the lateral line from the nineteenth to the twenty-first scale. 

Hah, Bangalore, where it is said to be common. 

384. (46.) Barbus ampMbius. 

Capoeta amphibia, Onv, ^ Val, H. H, Poiss. xvi; p, 282, pi. 478. 

Bai'bus amphibius, l)ayj Fish. Lidia, p. 574, pi. cxlii, fig. 8 (see 
synon.). 

Oolee perlee, Mai. ; Bhondgi, Marathi. 

E. iii. D. 10-11 (2-3/8). P. 15. V. 9. A 7 (2/5). C. 10. 

L. 1,23-24. L. tr. 5/4. 

Length of head 4| to 5, height of body 4| ro 5 in the total 
length. Eyes — diameter 3| in the length of head, 1 diameter from 
end of snout, and 1| apart. Barbels — a thin maxillary pair reaching 
to below the centre of the eye. Fins — the dorsal two thirds as 
iiigh as the body, with its osseous ray feeble, smooth, and half as 
long as the head ; the fin arises somewhat in advance of the ventral s. 
Caudal fin deeply forked. Lateral line — complete, 2 rows of scales 
between it and the base of the ventral fin ; 8 rows before the 
dorsal. Colour — upper half of body steel-blue, becoming white 
tinged with golden on the sides and beneath. Sometimes a dark 
band along the side, and a black spot on either side of the tail 
anterior to the caudal fin, this becomes indistinct after specimens 
have been long macerated, but is very apparent in fresh ones, 
especially those from the Malabar coast ; it is not well-marked, and 
often absent, in those taken in Bombay. Pins yellowish, upper 
edge of dorsal usually stained with black. In the monsoon time a 
crimson band along the sides is sometimes present. 

Hal. Central India, Deccan, Bombay, and the Western coast of 
India, Madras and up the coast as high as Orissa ; attaining to 
at least 6 inches in length. 

385. (47.) Barbus arulius. 

Systomus arulius, Jerdon, Mad. Jour, L, S. xv, 1849, p. 817. 

Barbus arulius, Lay, Fish. India, p, 575, pi. cxlii, fig. 5 (see synon.). 

B.iii. D. 11(3/8). P.15. Y. 9. A, 7 (2/5), C. 18. 

L. 1.21-23. L. tr. 4i/4^. 

Length of head 4^ to 5, height of body 3| to 4 in the total 
length. Eyes — diameter 3^ in the length of the head, 1 diameter 
from end of snout and also apart. Barbels — a long maxillary 
pair. T'^^iJ/i^pharyngeal, 5, 3, 2/2, 3, 5, sharp and curved at 
their extremities. Fins — no osseous dorsal ray ; the fin, which is 
two thirds as high as the body, commences midv^ay between the 
end of the snout and the base of the caudal, which last is deeply 
emarginate. Lateral line — complete, 2J rows of scales between 
it and the base of the ventral fin; 9 rows before the base of the 
dorsal fin. Colour — olive-green on the back, becoming silvery 
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white dashed with reddish green over the abdomen. A black 
blotch, about two scales in width, passes from below the origin of 
the dorsal fin as low as the lateral line ; a second from just below 
the posterior extremity of the dorsal to the base of the anal ; and 
a third across the free portion of the tail before the caudal fin. 
Dorsal, caudal, and anal pinkish with a black bar across the summit 
of the first, whilst the caudal is stained at its edges. 

Hah. Wynaad and Nilgiri range of hills and the rivers at their 
bases, and at least as far south as Kotayam in Travancore ; also in the 
Cauvery, from whence this fish has been procured at Seringapatam, 
where it is termed ArvJi. It attains 4 inches or more in length. 

386. (48.) Barbus mahecola. (Pig. 105.) 

Leuciscus mahecola, Cuv. ^ Vcd. H. N. Poiss, xvii, p. 305, pi. 502 
(barbels omitted). 

Barbus mahecola, Bay, Fish. India, p 575, pi. cxl, fig. 5 {see synon.). 
B. iii. D. 11 (3/8). P. 15. V. 9. A. 7 (2/5). C. 19. 

L. 1.21. L. tr. 5/4. 

Length of head 4^ to 5, height of body 3| to 3| in the total 
length. Eyes — diameter 3J in the length of head, 1 diameter from 
end of snout, 1 1 diameters apart. In some specimens the snout is 
covered v ith large pores. Barhels — a thin maxillary pair extending 
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to below the centre of the orbit in some specimens, very minute 
in others (see remarks, p. 294). Fitis — last undivided dorsal ray 
articulated, smooth, feeble ; the branched rays are elongate in the 
adult ; the fin commences midway between the snout and the base 
of the caudal fin. Caudal deeply lobed. Lateral line — complete, 
2| rows of scales between it and the base of the ventral. Colour — 
silvery white, with a deep black oval mark on the lateral line from 
about the fourteenth to the eighteenth scale. A dark hand along 
the dorsal fin. Caudal red, tipped with black. 

Hah. Prom Canara clovn the "Western coast and along the base 
of the Nilgiris, and Travancore hills, also Ceylon ; attaining at 
least 6 inches in length. 

y2 
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0. Without barbels {Pmtius). 

887. (49.) Barbus apogon. 

Barbus apogon, (Kulil) Ctw. VaL H. N, Foiss. xvi, p. 392 ; l)ay^ 
Fish India, p. 575, pL cxli, fig. 3 (see synon.). 

Nga-ta-zee and Nga-lay-toun, Burmese. 

B.iii. D. 12(4/8). P.17. V. 10. A. 8 (3/5). 0.19. 

L. 1.36-37. L. tr. 7i/7. 

Length of head 5|, height of body 3| in the total length. Eyes 
— diameter 3^ to 4 in the length of the head, 1 to IJ diameters 
from the end of snout and also apart. Body strongly compressed, 
and rising abruptly from the nape to the base of the dorsal fin. 
Fim — dorsal arises rather behind the insertion of the ventral, its 
last undivided ray strong, serrated, and the stiff portion rather 
shorter than the head. Pirst three anal rays rather stiff. Caudal 
deeply forked. Lateral line — complete, (4 in some specimens) 
rows of scales between it and the ventral fin; 15 rows of scales 
before the base of the dorsal fin. Colour — silvery, each scale with 
a dark spot at its base. 

Hal. Tenasserim and throughout Burma (certainly as high as 
Mandalay) to the Malay Archipelago ; attaining at least 8 inches in 
length. 


388. (60.) Barbus ambassis. 

Barbus ambassis, Bay, P. Z. 8. 1868, p. 583, and Fish India, p. 576, 
pl.cxlv, fig. 1. 

Bunhiai, Ooriah. 

B.iii. D. 11 (3/8). P. 11. V, 9. A. 7 (2/5). 0.19. 

L.1.36. L.tr. 6/8. 

Length of head 5 to 5|, height of body 3| in the total length. 
Eyes — diameter nearly two fifths of length of head, § diameter 
from end of snout, 1 diameter apart. Te&tJi — ^pharyngeal, sharp, 
crooked, 5, 3, 2/2, 3, 5. Fins — dorsal spine osseous, strong, and 
posteriorly serrated, having about 15 teeth ; the fir^ commences 
slightly before the ventral, and midway between the end of the 
snout and the base of the caudal, which last is deeply lobed. 
Seales-^ — small and deciduous. Lateral line — incomplete, becoming 
indistinct in the posterior two thirds of the bodv, 6 rows of scales 
between it and the base of the ventral fin ; 15 rows before the 
dorsal fin. Colour — light greenish, with a silvery band along the 
side. A small black spot at the base of the anterior dorsal rays, 
and a black blotch at the side of the tail. 

Hal, Madras, Orissa, Bengal, and Assam at least as high as 
Sadiya ; attaining about 3 inches in length. 
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389. (61.) Barbns conchonius. 

Cyprimis conchonius, Kam. Buck, Fish. Ganges, pp. 817, 889. 

Barbus concbonius, Bay, Fish, India, p. 676, pi. cxliii, %. 7 (see 
sjnon.). 

Kunchon pungti, Bengali. 

B.iii. D. 11(3/8). P. 11 . y. 9. A, 7 (2/5). 0 . 19 . 

L. I. 24-26. L.tr. 5i/6i. 

^ Length o£ head 5, height of body 2| in the total length. Fyes — 
diameter one third of length of head, nearly 1 diameter from end 
of snout, and 1| apart. Mm — ^the dorsal three fifths as high as 
the body, its last undivided ray osseous, moderately strong and 
serrated, as long as the head without the snout ; the fin commences 
mther before the insertion of the ventral. Lateral line — ^incomplete, 
ceasing after 8 or 10 scales ; 4 to 4^ rows of scales between it and 
the base of the ventral fin ; 9 rows before dorsal fin. Colour — a 
large pund black spot on the middle of the side above the 
po^erior portion of the anal fin ; opercles lake-colour. Pins orange, 
dorsal with its upper half blackish. 

Naini Tal specimens have the dorsal spine much less coarsely 
serrated than those from the plains, from w^hence they w^ere 
introduced not many years since j they have also a darkish band 
along the side. 

Hah, Assam, Lower Bengal, Orissa, Behar, N.W. Provinces, 
Punjab, and the Deccan; attaining at least 5 inches in length. 

390. (52.) Barbus ticto. 

Cyprinus ticto, Ha7n. Buck. Fish. Ganges, pp. 814, 889, pi. 8, fig. 87. 

Barbus ticto, Bay, Fish, India, p. 676, pi. cxliv, fig. 7 (see synon.). 

Kaoli and Kotree, Hind. ,* Kah-nee potiah, Assam ; Wennatti, Tamil ; 
Kudgi-Tcerundi, Ooriah. 

B.iii. D. 11(3/8), P.15, y. 9. A. 7 (215). C. 19. 

L. 1.28-26. L.tr. 5-6/6. 

Length of head 5, height of body 3 to 3J in the total length. 
Eyes — diameter 3 in length of head, | of a diameter from end of 
snout, 1 diameter apart. Teeth — pharyngeal, crooked, pointed, 
5, 3, 212, 3, 5. Fins — osseous dorsal ray strong and serrated, 
three quarters as long as the head, fin half as high as the body. 
Caudal forked. Lateral line — incomplete, ceasing after 6 or 8 
scales ; 4 or 5 rows of scales between it and base of the ventral fin, 
and 11 before the dorsal fin. Colour — silvery, sometimes stained 
with red, a black spot on the side of the tail before the base of the 
caudal fin and immediately behind the anal ; a smaller one (fre- 
quency absent) at the commencement of the lateral line. Pins 
often black, sometimes orange. 

Hah. Sind, throughout India and Ceylon. This fish rarely 
exceeds 4 inches in length. 
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391. (53.) Barbus stoliczkanus. 

Baibus (Puntius) stoliczkanus, Bay, J. A. S. B, xl, 1871, pt. 2, p. 328. 

Bdi’bus stoliczkanus, Bay, Fish. India, p. 577, pi cxliv, fig. 8 (see 
synon.). 

B. iii. B. 10-11 (2-3/8). P.14. V. 9. A. 7 (2/5). 0.19. 

L.l. 25. L.tr. 5/6. 

Length of head one sixth, height of body one third of the total 
length. Eyes — diameter 3 in length of head, | to | of a diameter 
from end of snout, 1| apart. Teeth — pharyngeal, crooked, 5, 3, 
2/2, 3, 5. Fins — osseous dorsal ray nearly as long as the head ex- 
cluing the snout, serrated, but less strongly than in B. ticto, the 
serratnres are likewise rather irregular ; the fin commences midway 
between the snout and the base of the caudal, which latter is 
forked. Lateral line — complete, there are 3| rovis of scales 
between it and the base of the ventral fin; 9 rows before the 
dorsal fin. Colour — silvery, an oblong black mark on the lateral 
I ne about the third scale, and a deep black mark, yellow anteriorly, 
extending upwards almost to the back, above and a little behind 
the posterior extremity of the anal fin on the 18th and 19th scales. 
Pins orange. 

ijTab. Eastern Burma, where this species supersedes B. ticto. 
It attains 4 inches in length. 

392. (54.) Barbus punctatus. 

Puntius punctatus, Bay, P. Z. 8. 1865, p. 302. 

Barbus punctatus, Bay, Ftsh. India, p. 577, pi. cxliv, fig. 5 (see 
synon.). 

Butter perlee, Mai. 

B.iii. D. 11(3/8). P.15. V.9. A. 7 (2/5). C. 18. 

L. 1.23-24. L.tr. 5/5. 

Lmgth of head 5|, height of body 3 to 3| in the total length. 
Eyes — diameter 2^ in the length of head, | diameter from end of 
snout, and 1 diameter apart. Fim — dorsal fin commences over 
ventral and midway between end of snout and base of caudal, its 
upper border is slightly concave, its last undivided ray osseous, 
strong, serrated, and about as long as the head ; the fin two thirds 
as high as the body. Caudal forked. Lateral line — complete, 
3 rows of scales between it and the base of the ventral fin, 8 rows 
before the dorsal fin. Colour — olive-green superiorly, becoming 
white on the abdomen. A diffused black spot on the 20th and 
21st scales of the lateral line. The anterior half of the third or 
fourth scale from the opercle, in the row next below the lateral 
line, black. Pins yellowish, dorsal and anal tipped with orange. 
Dorsal \^ith two rows of black spots, and in Malabar examples a 
short intermediate one anteriorly. In some specimens there is a 
light edge round the caudal blotch, and a silvery band along the 
sides. 
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Hah. Malabar and Coromandel coast. This species does not 
appear to exceed 3 inches in length. 

393. (55.) Barbus gelius. 

Cyprinus gelius, Ha77i. Buclu Fish, Gang, pp. 320, 390. 

Barbus gelius, (Anther, Catal, vii, p. 154 ; l>ag, Fish. India, p. 577, 
pi. cxlv, fig. 3 (see synon.). 

Cutturpoh^ Ooriah ; Gill pungti, Beng. 

B. iii. D. 10-11 (2-3/8). P. 15. Y. 9. A. 8 (3/5). C. 19. 

L, 1.23-24. L. tr. 4/5. 

Length of head 4^ to 4J, height of body 3 to 3| in the total 
length. Eyes — diameter 2 J in the length of head, ^ diameter from 
end of snout, 1 diameter apart. Third suborbital bone broad. 
Fhis — dorsal arises slightly in advance of ventrals, its osseous ray 
is strong, rather coarsely serrated, and as long as the head 
excluding the snout, the fin two thirds as high as the body ; caudal 
deeply forked. Lateral line — ^incomplete, ceasing after 5 or 6 scales ; 

3 rows of scales between lateral line and base of ventral fin, 8 rows 
before the dorsal fin. Colour — reddish brown, with a black band 
over the tail a little before the base of the caudal fin, and another 
less distinct close to the base of that fin. A silvery band along 
the side. The peritoneum being black appears like an irregular 
dark blotch. A black spot passes across the base of the anteiior 
half of the dorsal, extending one third the distance up the rays. A 
black band over the base of the anal, highest in front. Occiput 
also black. 

Hah, Granjam, Orissa, Bengal, and Assam, attaining at least 
2 inches in length. 

394. (56.) Barbus phutunio, 

Cyprinus phutunio, Ham, Buck. Fish. Ganges, pp, 319, 390. 

Barbus phutunio. Hay, Fish. India, p. 578, pL cxlv, fig. 4 (see synon.). 

Kudji-kemndi, Ooriah ; Fhutuni pungti, Beng. 

B. iii. D. 10-11 (2-3/8). P.15, y. 9. A. 8 (3/5) 0.19. 

L. 1.20-23. L.tr. 8-10. 

Length of head 4 to 4J, height of body 3 to 3| in the total 
length. Eyes — diameter 2| in length of head, i to f diameter 
from end of snout, 1 diameter apart, —dorsal osseous ray 
serrated, the serratures often becoming indistinct in the adult ; the 
fin commences opposite the \entrals. Lateral line — incomplete, 
only extending along three or four scales ; from it to the base ot 
the ventral are 3 rows ; 9 rows before the dorsal fin. Colour — 
reddish brown, with a black band passing from the back to opposite 
the middle of the pectoral fin ; a second from the back to the 
posterior end of the base of the anal ; two other lighter bands pass 
downwards, one from the anterior, the other from the posterior 
extremity of the dorsal. A dark hand down the centre of the 
dorsal, another at the base of the caudal. The adult in its colours 
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becomes very similar to B, punctaius, the pectoral band decreases 
in size, whilst that on the dorsal fin breaks up into spots. 

Edb. Q-anjam, Orissa and throughout Bengal and Burma; 
attaining 3 inches in length. 

395. (67.) Barbus cnmingii. 

Barbus cumingii, Gunthet', Catal. vii, p. 155; Day, Fish. India, 
p. 578 (see synon.). 

B.iii. D. 11 (3/8). P.15. V.9. A. 8(3/5). 0.19. L.1.21. 

L. tr. 3|/3i. 

Length of head 5, height of body 3 in the total length. ’ Eyes — 
diameter 2| in the length of head, | diameter from the end 
of snout, and 1 apart. Suborbital bones very deep. F%7is — 
the dorsal commences opposite the insertion of the ventral, 
its last undivided ray is rather weak, osseous, and finely serrated. 
Pectoral reaches tho ventral. Anal rather small. Caudal deeply 
forked. Lateral line — incomplete, ceasing after 4 scales ; 3 rows 
of scales between the lateral line and base of the ventral fin, and 
9 before the base of the dorsal. Colour — two dark vertical bands, 
one descending to the pectoral fin : the second across the free 
portion of the tail. Each scale with a silvery vertical streak 
( ? a post-mortem appearance). 

Hah. Ceylon ; attaining to at least 2 inches in length. 

396. (58 ) Barbus nigrofasciatus. 

Barbus nigrofasciatus, Gunther, Catal. vii, p. 155; Bay, Fish. India, 
p. 578, pi. cxliv, fig. 6. 

B.iii. D. 11(3/8). P.16. V.9. A. 7 (2/5). C. 19. L. 1.20-21. 

Length of head 4|, height of body 2| in the total length. 
Eyes — diameter 3 to 3| in the length of head, 1 diameter from end 
of snout and also apart. Fins — dorsal lower than the body ; it 
commences opposite the ventrals, its osseous ray is strong and 
finely serrated. Caudal deeply forked. Lateral line — complete, 
3 rows of scales beween it and the base of the ventrals. Colour — 
reddish, with a black band passing from eye to eye : body with 
three vertical black bands, the first from the back to the middle of 
the pectoral fin, the second from the base of the dorsal to behind 
the base of the ventral, and the third across the free portion of the 
tail. Dorsal, anterior portion of ventral and outer edge of anal 
black. The bands are not in exactly the same position in all 
specimens. 

Hah. Southern Ceylon. 

397. (59.) Barbus guganio. 

Cyprinus guganio, Ham. Buch. Fish. Ganges, pp. 338, 392. 

Barbus guganio. Bay, Fish. India, p. 579. 

Gugani, Beng. 
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B.iii. D* 10 (2/8). P.12. V. 9. A. 7. 

“ Head oral, smaU, blunt and dotted. Mouth small. The jm s 
protrude in opening, the upper is the longest. . . . The eyes are 
far forwards on the sides of the head and large.'"’ Fins — the 
dorsal is near the middle, its osseous ray is strong and serrated, 
Scales — ^large and firmly adherent. Lateral line — incomplete. 
Colour — ^the back dotted. 

Hob, Gangetic provinces and Assam, scarcely exceeding an inch 
and a half in length. This species is evidently allied to Barbus 
amlassis, p. 324. 


398. (60.) Barbus stigma. 

Leuciscus stigma, Ouv, ^ Val. H. F, Poiss. xvii, p. 93, pL 489. 

Barbus stigma, Day, Fish. India, p. 679, pi. cxli, fig. 6 (see synon.). 

Chadvr^engi, Tel. ; Pcdia-herundi, Ooriah ; Katcharkaraioa and PoUiah, 
Hind. ; Katchrkaraim, Can ; Kudale, Mard^thi ; Nga-khom-ma, Burm. 

B. iii. D. 11-12 (3/8-9). P. 17. V. 9. A. 8 (3/5). 0. 19. 

L. 1. 28-26. L. tr. 4|-5/5. Yert. 15/14. 

Length of head 5, height of body 8| to 3f in the total length. 
Exjes — diameter 3J to 4 in length of head, ^ to 1 diameter from 
end of snout, 1| to 2 diameters apart. Teeth — phar 3 mgeal, crooked, 
5, 3, 2/2, 3, 5. Fins — dorsal half to two thirds as high as the 
body ; its last undivided ray osseous, rather weak or of moderate 
strength, entire, as long as the head without the snout, or even 
less ; the fin commences rather in advance of the insertion of the 
ventral, and midway between the end of the snout and the base of 
the caudal. Lateral line — complete, 3 to 3| rows of scales between 
it and the base of the ventral fin, 8 to 9 rows before the dorsal fin. 
Occasionally in the N.W. Provinces and Bengal specimens occur 
with 1. 1. 27. Colour — silvery, with a scarlet lateral band at some 
seasons, and a dark mark across the base of the middle dorsal rays, 
this last being occasionally absent. A round black blotch, more or 
less distinct, at the root of the caudal fin. 

Hab. Sind, throughout India and Burma as high as Mandalay. 
As food this fish is bitter. In January 1868 I found 1850 
developed ova in one female fish at Madras. It attains at least 
5 inches in length. 


399. (61.) Barbus chrysopterus. 

Systomus chrysopterus, MoCleU. As. Res. xix, pt. 2; Ind. Cgp. 

p. 286. 

Barbus chrysopterus, Day, Fish. Lidia, p. 679, pi. cxliii, fig. 6 
(see synon.). 

PoUiah, Punj. j Durru, Sind. 

B.iii. D. 11 (3/8). P.17. V.9. A. 7 (2/5). 0.19. L. 1.23-25. 

L. tr. 5/5. 

Length of head 5, height of body 3 in the total length. 
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E^es — diameter 3 to 3 1 in length o£ the head, f to 1 diameter 
from end of snout. Eody compressed. Third suborbital bone 
very narrow. JEms — dorsal arises over the ventral or slightly ]n 
advance of it, and midway between the end of the snout and 
the base of the caudal; its smooth osseous ray is not strong 
and is as long as the head without the snout; upper margin of the 
dorsal fin slightly concave ; the height is only slightly above one 
half of that of the body. The pectoral extends to the ventral, 
and the latter to the anal. Lower caudal lobe slightly the longer. 
Lateral line — complete, 3^ rows of scales between it and the base 
of the ventral fin ; 9 rows before the dorsal fin. Colour — dull 
silvery, darkest along the back, each scale having a dark base 
formed by fine black dots. Dorsal, ventral, and anal fins genei’ally 
stained with black spots at their extremities, but in some specimens 
only the anal. A dark mark at the base of third to seventh 
divided dorsal rays, sometimes a dark mark at base of the tail. 

Eah, Assam, Bengal, N.W. Provinces, and Punjab and Sind. 

400. (62.) Barbus thermalis. 

Leiiciscus thermalis, Cuv. <§• Val H, N. Pouss. x\ii, p 94, pi. 490. 

Barbus thermalis, Day, Ftbh, India, p. 580 (see synon ). 

B. iii. D. 11 (3/8). P. 15. T. 9. A. 8 (3/5). 0. 19. L. 1. 24. 

L. tr. 5i/5|. 

Length of head 4|, height of body 3^ in the total length. 
Eyes — diameter 3^ in length of head, 1 diameter from end of 
snout. Dorsal profile more convex than the abdominal. Body 
very compressed. Fins — dorsal commences nearer to end of snout 
than to base of caudal fin ; it is only two thirds as high as the body, 
its osseous ray moderately strong, rather longer than the head 
without the snout. Lateral line — ^incomplete, ceasing after eight 
scales. Colour — silvery, a round black finger-mark on either side 
of the free portion of the tail anterior to the base of the caudal fin, 
and a second at the base of the first few dorsal rays. 

Hah Prom a hot spring in Ceylon ; attaining at least 3 inches 
in length. 


401. (63.) Barbus terio, 

Cyprinua terio, Ham, Buck, :^k Gang, pp. 313, 389. 

Barbus terio, Day, Fish, India, p. 580, pi, cxliv, fig. 3 (see synon.). 

HaTtachia-Iierundi, Ooriah ; Teri^ungti, Beng. 

B.iii. D. 11 (3/8), P.15. Y. 9. A. 7 (2/5). C. 19. 

L. 1. 22-23. L. tr. 5/5. 

Length of head 4 to 4|, height of body 3 in the total length, 
diameter 2| to 3 in length of head, | to 1 diameter 
:^om end of snout, 1^ diameters apart. Body compressed, 
i^ms--dorsal arises slightly in advance of the ventrals, its last 
undivided ray is osseous, entire, moderately or very strong, and 
nearly as lopg as the head; the fin is almost as high as the body 
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below it. Lateral line — incomplete, ceasing after 3 or 4 scales ; 
3 rows between the lateral line and base of the ventral fin, 9 rows 
in front of the dorsal fin. Colour — silvery, greenish along the 
back, each scale having a number of fine black spots, most numerous 
at the anterior margin, A large black blotch in the middle of 
the side over the posterior extremity of the anal, sometimes 
extended in the median line as far as the tail. A very indistinct 
black blotch (most apparent in the immature) exists under the 
posterior extremity of the dorsal, passing downwards to the middle 
of the fish. Pins yellowish, their margins stained with black, the 
dorsal having a median bani 'In some specimens there is a dark 
mark at the bases of the scales. 

Hah, Orissa, Bengal to the Punjab ; attaining 3 or 4 inches in 
length. 


402. (64.) Barbus punjabensis. 

Barbus (Puntiiis) punjaiibensis, Day, J, A. S. B. xl, 1871, ^t. 2, p. 334. 

Barbus punjaubensis, Day, Fisk, India, p. 580, pi. cxlv, ng. 2. 

B.iii. D. 11 (3/8). Y.9. A. 7 (2/5). 0.19. L.1.43. L.tr.8/?. 

Length of head 5|, height of body 3} in the total length. 
Eyes — ^rather large, situated in the anterior half of the head, 
one third of a diameter from end of snout. Fins — dorsal two thirds 
as high as the body below it, arising midway between the snout and 
the base of the caudal fin; its last undivided ray weak and 
articulated. Caudal deeply forked, with pointed lobes. Lateral 
Urn — incomplete, 14 rows of scales before the base of the dorsal fin. 
Colour — silvery, with a burnished silvery stripe along the side, and 
a black spot at the base of the caudal fin. Two first dorsal rays 
and intermediate membrane deep black. 

Hah, Sind, Eavi river at Lahore; also Jubbulpore. A small 
species, attaining about 2 inches in length. 

403. (65.) Barbus unimaculatus. 

Systomus (?) unimaculatus, Blyth, J, A, S. B. xxix, 1860, p. 159. 

Barbus unimaculatus, Day, Msh, India, p. 581, pi. cxlv, fig. 5. 

B. iii. D. 11 (3/8). P. 11. ' Y. 8. A. 7 (2/5). C. 19. 

L. 1.24-25. L.tr. 41/4^. 

Length of head 3^, height of body 3 in the total length. Eyes — 
diameter 3 in the length of head, 1 diameter from the end of snout 
and also apart. dorsal with the last undivided ray osseous, 

entire, weak, and nearly as long as the head ; the fin commences mid- 
way between tbe snout and the base of the caudal fin. Lateral 
line — incomplete, becoming lost opposite the posterior extremity 
of the dorsal fin, 3 rows of scales between it and the base of the 
ventral fin ; 9 rows before the dorsal fiu. Colour — silvery, a black 
mark at tbe base of each dorsal ray. 

Hah. A number of fry up to Ij®^ inches in length from the 
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Sitang river in Burma are in the Calcutta Museum ; what they 
would be, when adults, it is difficult to determine, but as the 
lateral line is incomplete, they probably never would grow to large 
fish. The species is very similar to Barlus thermcdis, 0. V., but 
its head is a little longer, and the latter species is from Ceylon. 

404. (66.) Barbus waageni. 

Barbus (Puntiiis) waageni, Day, X A. S. B. xli, 1872, pt. 2, p. 825. 

Barbus waageni, Dayj Fish. India, p. 581, pi. cxliv, fig. 4. 

B. iii. D. 10-11 (2-3/8). P. 15, V. 9. A. 7 (2/5). 

0.20. L.l. 23. L. tr. 4/7. 

Length of head 4, height of body 3 to 3^ in the total length. 

— diameter 3| to 4 in the len^h of the head, to 1 diameter 
from end of snout, and 1 |- apart. Fvm — dorsal one half as high as 
the body below it ; it commences nearer to the base of the caudal fin 
than to the front end of the snout, its upper edge is straight ; last 
undivided ray articulated. Pectoral as long as the head excluding 
the snout. Caudal forked. Lateral line — incomplete, ceasing 
about the seventh scale 5 4^ rows between it and the base of the 
ventral fin, 12 rows anterior to the dorsal fin. Caudal peduncle 
as high at its base as it is long. Colour — silvery, darkest superiorly ; 
a dark blotch on the side of the tail on about the seventeenth and 
eighteenth rows of scales. 

Hah Choya Saidan Shah in the Punjab salt-range. 

405. (67.) Barbus cosuatis. 

Cyprinus cosuatis. Ham, Buck, Fish. Gang. pp. 838, 392. 

Barbus cosuatus, Bay, Fish. India, 581, pi. cxliv, fig. 1 (see synon.). 

Koswati, Beug. 

B.iii. D. 11(3/8). P.18. V. 9. A. 7 (215). 0.19. 

L.l. 22. L. tr. 3/3. 

Length of head 4 to 4^, height of body 3^ in the total length. 
Eyes — diameter 2 ^ to 2 |- in length of head, | diameter from 
end of snout, 1 diamet’er apart. Fins — dorsal vdthout any osseous 
ray; it commences midway between the end of the snout and the 
base of the caudal fin, its upper edge is oblique and its height exceeds 
that of the body below it. Lateral line — ^incomplete, the row of 
scales on which it is situated is larger than the others, 2 rows 
between it and the base of the ventral fin ; 8 or 9 rows before the 
base of the dorsal. Colour — silvery, the scales having dark bases ; 
a black band along the top of the dorsal, another across its middle, 
another on the anterior anal rays. 

Hah. Bengal, through the N.W. Provinces, the Deccan and 
Bombay, and down the Western coast as low^ as Kotayam in 
Travancore. This species attains 2 or 3 inches in length. 
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406. (68.) Barbus vittatus. 

Puntius vittatuS; Bay, P. Z. S. 1865, p. 303. 

Barbus yittatus, Bay, Fish, India, p. 582, pi. cxliy, fig. 2 (see synon.). 

EooU, Hind. 

D. 10(2/8). P.12. V.9. A. 7 (2/5), 0.20. 

L. 1. 20-22. L. tr. 3/4. 

Length 'o£ head 4-ta 4^, height of body 3t in the total length. 
Eyes — diameter from 2 to 3 in the adult in me length of the head, 
I of a diameter from end of snout, 1^ diameters apart. Fins — 
last undivided dorsal ray articulated, weak, and entire; the fin 
commences somewhat in adyance of the ventrals. Lateral line — 
incomplete, ceasing after about 5 scales ; 3 rows between it and 
the base of the ventral fin, 8 rows before the dorsal fin. Qolour — 
silvery, generally with four black spots in the adult, one just 
before the dorsal, one below its posterior margin, another at the 
base of the caudal, and a fourth at the base of the anal. The 
dorsal has a vertical black streak, and a black tip with orange 
markings. In the immature the colours vary : when the fish is 
about eight tenths of an inch long, a vertical stripe begins to show 
itself in the posterior third of the dorsal fin, the summit of which 
also becomes edged with black, whilst there are some irregular 
orange markings; in very young specimens the line of demarcation 
between the green of the back and the silvery abdomen appears 
like a white band running from the eye to the middle of the tail. 
In some specimens one or more of the spots are absent. 

Hah, Mysore, Madras, Wynaad, Malabar, Ceylon, and Outch ; 
attaining inches in length. 

407. (69.) Barbus filamentosus. 

Leuciscus filamentosus, Cm, f Val, H, Ff, Poiss, xvii, p. 96, pi. 492. 

Barbus filamentosus, Bay, Fish, India, p. 582 (see s^on.). 

CkevalU, Tamil. 

B.iii. B. 11(3/8). P.15. V. 9. A, 7 (215), C. 19. 

L.1.21. L.tr.4/4. 

Length of bead 5, height of body 3 to 3^ in the total length. 
Eyes — diameter in the length of the head, f to 1 diameter from 
end of snout, 1^ apart. Generally large pores over the snout. 
Phis — dorsal arises slightly neai*er to snout than to base of caudal 
fin ; its last undivided ray is osseous, smooth, and feeble, whilst the 
divided ones are aU more or less elongate in the adult. Lateral 
line — complete, 2 rows of scales between it and the base of the 
ventral; 7 rows before the dorsal fin. Qolour — silvery, each 
scale having a metallic green edging ; a more or less distinct black 
blotch exists on the lateral line, on the fourteenth and fifteenth 
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scales, and before the base of the caudal fin. A very curious 
change occurs in this fish immediately after death, the whole of 
its body becoming scarlet. Caudal red, tipped with black and 
edged with white ; dorsal and ventral nearly black. 

Hah, Western coast and Southern India; attaining 6 inches in 
length. This form is similar to B, mahecola except in wanting 
barbels. 


408. (70.) Barbus puutio. 

Oyprinus puntio, Ham. Buck. Fish. Ganges^ pp. 318, 889. 

Barbus puntio, Bay^ Fish. I'aMa, p. 582, pi. cxlv, fig. 6 (see synon.). 

B.iii. B. 11(3/8). P.15. V. 9. A. 1(21^). 0.21. 

L. ]. 23 L. tr. 5/4. 

Length of head 4 to 4^, height of body 3 to 3| in the total 
length. Eyes — diameter two fifths of length of head, ^ to f of a 
diameter from end of snout, 1 diameter apart. Fins — last undivided 
dorsal ray osseous and entire, the fin commences rather in advance 
of the ventrals. Lateral line — only extending distinctly for a few 
scales, but very indistinctly to the base of the caudal fin ; 2^ rows 
between it and the base of the ventral fin ; 8 rows befol'e the 
dorsal fin. Colour — silvery, a wide black band encircles the free 
portion of the tail, and includes the tip of the anal fin. Dorsal 
orange, tipped with black. 

Hah, Bengal and Burma, attaining about 3 inches in length. 


20. Genus NXJEIA, Cuv. & Val. 

Syn. EsomtcSj Swainson, 

Abdomen rounded. Pseudobranchise present. Mouth narrow^ 
directed obliquely upwards ; suborbitals broad. Barbels four, the 
rostral shorter than the maxillary pair ; pharyngeal teeth crooked, 
pointed, 5/5. Dorsal fin without osseous ray, and with but few 
branched ones ; it is inserted behind the ventral, but does not 
extend to over the anal ; the latter has but few branched rays or a 
moderate number. Scales of moderate size. Lateral line, when 
present, passing to the lower half of the base of the caudal fin. Gill- 
rakers short. 


409. (1.) Nuria danrica. (Pig. 106.) 

Oyprinus danrica. Ham. B^tck Fish. Ganges^ pp. 325, 390, pi. xvi, 
fig. 88. 

Nuria danrica, D«y, FUh. India, p. 683, pi. cxlv, fig. 7 (var. mala- 
oanca) and fig. 8 (var. alta) (see synon.). 

Danrica aad Jouma, Bang. ; Xwriah dahmee, Hind. ; DurrooMoo, Tamil ; 
Hmd. (N.W.Prov.); ChidrduUv., Punjabi; Mahr. 
and Ma/(-ioa,N.W.Prov.; Burmese. 
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B. iii. D. 8 (2/6). P. 15. V. 9. A. 8 (3/5). 

L. 1.30-34. L.tr. 5-6/3. 

Length of head 5-J- to 5^ in the total length. I^yes — diameter 
3^ to 3^ in the length of head, 1 diameter from end of snout and 
apart. Barbels — the rostral not so long as the head, the maxillary 
extend to the base of the ventral or even to that of the caudal 
fin. Fins — dorsal commences nearer to the base of the caudal than 



Fig. 106.— danrica^ var. alia, 

to the head ; pectoral varies with age, being generally proportion- 
ately longer in the immature ; sometimes the anal fin is higher than 
the dorsal, especially in the immature. Lateral line — usually 
present, entire ; 2 rows of scales between it and the base of the 
ventral, 18 before the dorsal fin. Coloxir — a broad black lateral 
band, sometimes absent. 

The variety Furia alta^ Blyth, is a Burmese form, which differs 
in the height of its body, being 4^ (instead of 5^) in the total 
length, and its anal fin is a little lower. 

Hah, India, Ceylon, Burma, and the Nicobars. Dr. Cumberland 
found this fish in a hot stream of 112° Pahr. at Pooree, M. Eegnaud 
in a hot stream at Cannia in Ceylon : it attains 5 inches in length. 


21. Genus BASBOEA, Bleeker, 

Syn. LeudsmSj sp,, Cuv. & Val, ; Megarashora, Gunther. 

Abdomen rounded. Pseudohranchise present. Cleft of mouth 
oblique, lower jaw slightly prominent, having one central and two 
lateral prominences, one on each side, fitting into corresponding 
emarginations in the upper jaw. Barbels two (rostral), or none. 
Eyes with free lids. Pharyngeal teeth 5, 3 or 4, 2/2, 3 or 4, 5. 
Dorsal fin without any osseous ray and few branched ones, inserted 
behind the origin of the ventral but not extending to above the 
anal, which is short. Scales large or of moderate size. Lateral 
line concave, continued to the middle or lower half of the caudal 
fin. Gill-raliers short and lanceolate. 

Geographical Distribution. Africa, India, Ceylon, Burma, to 
the Malay Archipelago. 
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a. Barbels present (Megarashora), 

D. 2/7, A. 2/6, L. 1. 40-44 

b. Barbels absent (Bashord). 

D. 2/7, A. 2-3/6, L. 1. 31-34. Generally a 

black lateral stripe 

D. '‘211, A. 2/5-6, L. 1. 26-29. Caudal black- 
edged 


1. jK. elanga, p 336. 


2. i2. daniconiusj p. 33G, 

3. i2. htchanani, p. 337. 


410. (1.) Easbora elanga. 

Oypriniis elanga, Ham. Buch.Fmh. Gang. pp. 281, 386. 

Easbora elanga, Bay, I\sh. India, p. 684, pi. cxlvi, fig. 1 (see synon.). 

Bahwiee, Hind. ] Elang, Assam. 

B.iii. D.9(2/7). P.15. Y. 8-9. A. 7(2/5). 0.19. 

L. 1.40-44. L.tr. 7-8/6. 

Length o£ head 5 to height of body 4| to 5 in the total 
length. diameter from 3 to 4 in the length of head,^ 1 dia- 

meter from end of snout, 1| diameters apart. Jaws of equal 
length, prominences and emarginations well-defined. Barbels — 
one short rostral pair. pharyngeal, 5, 4, 2/2, 4, 5. F%ns — 

dorsal commences midway between the posterior margin of the 
orbit and the base of the caudal fin. The pectoral, which is 
nearly as long as the head, does not reach the ventral. Caudal 
forked. Beales — 1§ to 2 rows between lateral line and base of 
ventral fin ; 14 rows before base of dorsal fin. Colour — silvery, 
with sometimes a leaden-coloured band along the upper portion 
of the side. 

Hal. Bengal, Assam, and Burma ; attaining at least 8 inches 
in length. 


411. (2.) Easbora daniconius. 

Cyprinus daniconius, Ham. Buck. Fisk. Gang. pp. 327, 391, pi. xv, 
fig. 89. 

Easbora daniconius, Bay, Fish, India, p. 684, pi. cxlvi, fig. 2, and 
fig. 3 (var. B. ndgJierriensis) (see synon.). 

Mile4o-ah,'N.W. Prov. j Ckin-do-lak, Baanrhaal-le and Chari, Punj.j 
Oanarese ; Ovaree candee and Burroovoo candee, Tamil; 
KoJianutchee, Mai.; Jilo, Ooriah; Banikonim(lAngjani,'Beng.‘, Bok-ni- 
ko-mah, Assam ; Ngordoung-zee and HgcHnauoh-^oun, Burm. ; Jonir, 
Dutch ; Bdndvan, Marathi. 

B.iii. D. 9(2/7). P.15. V. 9. A. 7 (2/5). C. 19. 

L. 1.31-34. L.tr.4J/5. Vert. 18/14. 

Length of head 4| to 5, height of body 4^ to 6| or even 6 in the 
total length. Eyes — diameter 8| to 4 in the length of head, 1 dia- 
meter from end of snout and also apart. Prominences and emar- 
ginations on jaws well-defined. Cleft of mouth extends to beneath 
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anterior margin of orbit. Teeth — pharyngeal, curved, sharp, 5, 3, 
2/2, 3, 5. Fins — dorsal commences rather nearer to origin of the 
ventral than to that of anal in some examples, at an equal distance 
from both in others. Lateral line — descends very gradually for 
the depth of 2 rows of scales ; 2 rows between it and ventral fin, 
14 rows in front of dorsal fin. Colour — a black band, more or less 
distinct, passes from the eye to the base of the caudal. Sometimes 
this band only exists just at its termination and thus forms a 
spot at the side of the base of the tail ; or in some young specimens 
a bright silvery band edged above with yellow is seen along the 
sides. Caudal occasionally with its lobes tipped with grey. 

Jffah. Continent of India, Ceylon, Burma, Malay Archipelago, 
and Zanzibar ; attaining 8 inches in length. Much more common 
than B. huchanani, 

412. (3.) Easbora huchanani. (Fig. 107.) 

Cyprinusiashora, Ham. Buck. Fish. Gatiffes, pp. 329, 391, pi. 2, fig. 90. 

Easbora huchanani, BleeTcer, Prod. Cyp. p. 451 ; Fish. India^ 
p. 584, pi. cxlv, fig. 10 (see synon ). 

B, iii. D. 9 (2/7). P 15. Y. 9. A. 7-8 (2/5-6). 0. 19. 

L. 1.26-29. L.tr. 4^/3. 

Length of head 5, height of body 4 in the total length. Eyes — 
diameter 3| in length of head, about 1 diameter from end of 
snout, and rather more apart. Prominences on jaws well-deve- 
loped. Fins — dorsal commences nearer to the base of the caudal 
than to the snout. Lateral line — concave, 2 rows of scales between 



Fig 107 . — Easbora Jmchoiiani. 

it and the base of the ventral fin ; 12 rows anterior to the base of 
the dorsal fin. Colour — silvery, a faint streak along the sides ; 
caudal usually tipped with black, especially in Burmese examples. 

Hah. Continent of India, Assam, Burma, and Pinang; in Inbia 
most common in the valley of the Granges and along the Coromandel 
coast. This species attains 4 or 5 inches in length. 

z 
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22. Genus ASPIDOPAEIA (Heokel), Bleeter. 

Syn. Morara^ Bleeker. 

Abdomen rounded. Mouth small, inferior, the lower jaw having 
a sharp crescentic edge destitute of lip. Barbels absent. Sub- 
orbital ring of bones of moderate width or broad. Dorsal fin 
without osseous and with rather few branched rays, commencing 
opposite to or behind the origin of the ventrals, but not extending 
to above the anal, which latter has a moderate number of rays 
(10 to 12). Scales of moderate size. Lateral line concave, and 
passing along the lower half of the base of the caudal fin. 

Geogra]^Tiical T)istTilution. Throughout Bengal, Assam, Bombay, 
and Orissa as far as the Kistna river, also Burma. 

Synojpsis of Indian Sjpedes. 

B. 9-10, A. 10-12, L. 1. 38-42 1. A. morar^ p. 838. 

B. 9, A. 9, L. 1. 62-60 2. A,jmjaj p. 389. 

413. (1.) Aspidoparia morar. (Big. 108.) 

Oyprinus morar, JSam, BuoTi, Fish. Ganges, pp. 264, 884, pi. 31, fig. 76. 
Aspidoparia morar, Day, Fish. India, p. 585, pi. cxlvi, fig. 4 (see 
synon.). 

Bayi, Ooriah ; Moran and Morar, Beng. ; Fa-o~char and Chihoa, 
Pun]. ; Ka'^reen'^re, Sind- j Amlee, Deccan ; Ckippuah, Chelluak, Hmd. 
(N.W. Prov.); and x4ssani ; Nga-hpyen^boo and Y&nr 

houng-za, Burmese. 

B. iii. D. 9-10 (2-3/7-8), P. 15. Y. 8. A. 10-12 (2/8-10). 
C. 19. L. 1.38-42. L.tr.5^/5. Vert. 14/21. 

Length of head 5 to 5|, height of body 4 to in the total 
length. diameter 3 to 3| in length of head, | to 1 diameter 

from end of snout, and 1 apart. Snout very obtuse. Upper jaw 



Pig. 108 . — Aspidopwria •mora/r. 

overiapping the lower. A broad suborbital ring of bones. Teeth 
pharyngeal, 5, 4, 2/2, 4, 5, plough-shaped, the outer row much 
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larger than the inner ones. Mns — dorsal higher than long, with a 
concave superior margin ; it arises midway between the posterior 
margin o£ the orbit and the base of the caudal ; pectoral as long as 
the head. Scales — to 3 rows between lateral line and base of 
ventral fin • 20 rows before base of dorsal fin. Oohur — back light 
brown, divided from the silvery side by a burnished streak. 

Hah, Sind, Punjab, Continent of India (except the Western 
coast, and localities south of the Enstna river), also Assam and 
Burma ; attaining at least 7 inches in length. 

414. (2.) Aspidoparia jaya. 

Cyprinus jaya, Ham, Buck. Fish, Ganges, pp. 333, 392. 

Aspidoparia jaya. Hay, Fish, India, p. 685, pi. exlv. fig. 9 (see 
synon.). 

Chola, Assam ; Fahruah, Hind. (N.W. Prov.). 

B. iii. D. 9 (2/7). P. 15. Y. 8. A. 9 (2/7). 0. 21. 

L. 1.52-60. L. tr. 7/10. 

Length of head 5|- to 5 height of body 5 in the total length. 
Eyes — diameter 3J in length of head, | to 1 diameter from end of 
snout, 1^ diameters apart. Mouth considerably overhung by the 
snout. Both the preorbital and first suborbital bones touch the 
upper lip j only about half the cheek is covered by the suborbital 
ring of bones. Teeth — pharyngeal, 4, 3/3, 4, the outer row 
plough-shaped and compressed, the inner consisting of very minute 
teeth. Fins — dorsal commences midway between the snout and 
the base of the caudal, and opposite the insertion of the ventral. 
Scales — deciduous. Lateral line — curving at its termination on to 
the lower half of the caudal fin ; rows of scales between it and 
the base of the ventral fin. Colour — silvery, back darkest. 

Hah, Hardwar on the Granges and Assam. 

23. Grenus EOHTEE, Sykes. 

Syn. Osteohrama, Heckel j Smiliogaster, Bleeker. 

Abdomen rounded. Pseudobranchiss present. Mouth anterior, 
lips thin. Barbels present or absent, sometimes quite rudimentary. 
Pharyngeal teeth, 6 or 5 or 4, 4 or 3, 2 or 3/3 or 2, 3 or 4, 4 or 5 
or 6. Dorsal fin short, having an osseous serrated spine, and 
commencing opposite the interspace between the bases of the ven- 
tral and anal fins, the latter of which has many rays. Scales 
small. Lateral line passing nearly to the centre of the base of the 
caudal fin. Gill-rakers short. 

Geographical Distribution, India generally and Burma. 

Synopsis of Indian Species, 

A. With four barbels. 

D. 11, A. 14, L. 1. 44 

J). 12, A. 20, L. 1. 59 


1. B, balceri, p. 340. 

2. B. neilli, p. 340. 

z 2 
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B. Witliout any, or with, only rudimentary barbels. 

D. 11-12; A. 29-36, L. L 65-70 B. H. cotio, p 340. 

D. 11, A. 25-28, L. 1. 75-80 4. i2. vifforsii, p. 341. 

D. 11-12, A. 20-21, L. 1. 68-73 5. JR. helangen, p. 342. 

D. 11, A. 16, L. 1. 55 6. i2. ogilhii, p. 342. 

D. 12, A. 30, L. 1. 44 7. i2. cunma, p. 343. 

415. (1.) Eobtee bakeri. 

Eobtee bakeri, Bay^ P. Z, 8. 1873, p. 240 j Fish, Indiuj p. 586, 
pi. cxlvii, fig. 1. 

B. iii. D. 11 (3/8). P. 13. V. 10. A. 14 (3/11). 

L. 1. 44. L. tr. 8/7. 

Length of head from 5 to 6, height of body from 4 to 4^ in the 
total length. Eyes — diameter two fifths of length of head, two 
thirds of a diameter from end of snout, and 1 apart. Profile over 
nape rather concave, a considerable rise to the base of the dorsal 
fin. Upper jaw the longer. Barbels — ^four, aU very short. Fins 
— dorsal rather higher than the body, its spine weak, as long as the 
head or rather longer, and serrated posteriorly in almost its whole 
extent. Caudal deeply forked. 8cales — rows between the 
lateral line and the base of the ventral fin ; IS'^rows before the base 
of the dorsal fin. Ooloicr — silvery, caudal and dorsal edged with 
black. 

Bab. Kotayam in Travancore, whence I received specimens up 
to 4| inches in length. 


416. (2.) Eobtee neilli. 

Eohtee neilli, Bay, P. Z. 8. 1873, p. 239 j Fish. India, p. 586. 
pi. cxlvi, fig 5. 

B. iii. D. 12 (4/8). P. 13. Y. 10. A. 20 (3/17). 0. 19. 

L.l. 59. L.tr. 12/18. 

Length of head 4|, height of body 3| in the total length. Eyes 
—diameter 2§ in the length of the head, § of a diameter from 
end of snout and also apart. Profile over nape concave, from 
thence a considerable rise to the base of the dorsal fin. Upper 
jaw somewhat the longer. Barbels— tvfo pairs, all about as long 
as the eye. Ptns— dorsal three fourths as high as the body, its 
last un^vided ray osseous, very strong, serrated, and as long as 
the head excluding the snout. Pectoral nearly as long as the head. 
Caudal deeply forked. Lateral line — strongly marked in its first 
few scales, the rows of scales nearly regular ; 8 rows between the 
lateral line and base of ventral fin. Pree portion of the tail as 
long as high. Colour — silvery, opercles golden. 

Hob. Btiavani river at base'of the Nilgiri hills. 


417. (3.) Eobtee cotio. (Pig. 109.) 


Cyprinus cotio, Phw JBuch.Fish, Ganges, xro, 
Eohtee cotio. Bay, Fish. India, p. 587* pi. cli, 
(var. P. alfrediana) (see synon.). 


339, 393, pi. 39, fig. 93. 
fig, 1, pi. cxlvii, fig. 2 
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Koti and Goonta, Eeng. ; Goordah, Chen-da-’lah and Muck-nee^ Hind. 
(N.W. Proy.^ ; Fvttoo and DuJi-riee, Sind ; Nga-hpanTmaj Bunn, j 6rw<i- 
ddni, Marathi ; Gunda, Oonah. 

B.iii. H. 11-12 (3-4/8). P.13. Y. 10. A. 29-36 (2-3/27-33). 
0.19. L. 1.55-70. L. tr. 9-15/14-21. 

Length of head 5J to 6, height of body 3 to 3^ in the total 
length. Eyes — diameter 2| to 3 in the length of head, one half a 
diameter from the end of the snout, and 1 to 1^ apart. Profile 
over nape concave, from thence a great rise to the base of the 
dorsal fin. Upper jaw slightly the longer. Barleh — absent or very 



Fig. 109.— cotio, var. cdfrediam. 


rudimentary. Fitls — dorsal with its osseous ray weak and serrated. 
Pectoral reaches to over ventral and the latter to the anal. 
Caudal lobed. Soales — vary in number along the lateral line, 
whilst in some specimens (var. cotio) the rows are very irregular in 
the last three fourths of the body below the lateral line. The 
number of rows between the lateral line and base of the ventral 
fin also varies, being most in the variety R, cotio (12-13), whereas 
in the variety E. alfrediana there are rarely more than 7 or 8 ; 24 
rows of scales before the base of the dorsal fin. CoZoier— silvery, 
darkest along the back and sometimes with a silveiy lateral band. 
Some have a black blotch before the base of the dorsal fin, and 
another on the nape. 

Eah, Prom Sind throughout India (except the Malabar coast 
and south of the Kistna) and Burma ; attaining at least 6 inches in 
length. 


418. (4.) EoMee vigorsii. 

Bohtee vigorsii, Sykes, Tr. Z. S. ii, 1841, p. 364, pi. 63, fig. 3 j Day, 
Fish. India, p. 587, pi. cxlvii, fig. 3 (see synon.). 

Gollwid, Ooriah ; Khira, Tel. j FJieh, Marathi. 
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B. iii. D. 11 (3/8). P. 19. V. 10. A. 25-28 (2-3/23-26). 

C. 19. L. 1. 75-80. L. tr. 16-18/21. 

Length of head 5, height of body 3 to 4 in the total length, 
diameter 3 to 3 1 in the length of head, 1 diameter from 
end of snout and also apart. Dorsal profile elevated, a concavity 
from the snout to over the nape. The lower jaw somewhat 
longer than the upper, whilst posteriorly the cleft o£ the mouth 
extends to below the anterior margin of the orbit. Preorbital 
nearly as high as broad, suborbitals very narrow. Barleh — absent ; 
or a very rudimentary maxillary pair. Teeth — pharyngeal, crooked, 
5, 4, 2/2, 4, 5. Fins — dorsal spine strong and deeply denticulated, 
its osseous portion not so long as the head. Pectoral as long as 
the head excluding the snout. Caudal deeply forked. Lateral line 
— ^most strongly developed in the first few scales ,* 11 rows between 
it and base of ventral fin ; 34 rows before base of dorsal fin. 
Golour — greenish superiorly, silvery beneath ; snout black ; the 
caudal fin slightly stained with grey. Tlie young have a silvery 
band along the side. 

Hah. Deccan, Kistna and Godavari rivers to their terminations. 
It attains at least 9 inches in length. 

419. (5.) Rohtee belangeri. 

Leuciscus belangeri, Cuv ^ Val H N, Poiss. xvii, p. 99 

Rohtee belangeri, Day, Fish. India^ p. 687, pi. cxlvii, fig. 4 (see 
synon.) 

Ngarhpeli-oung, Nga-neUhya^ and Hga-'p^hama^ Burm. 

B.iii. D. 11-12 (3-4/8). P.17. V. 9. A. 20-21 (3/17-18). 
0.17. L. 1.68-73. L.tr. 18/22. 

Length of head 5| to 6, height of body 3 to 3| in the total 
length. Byes — diameter 3 to 3^ in length of head, | of a 
diameter from end of snout, 1| diameters apart. Lower jaw 
slightly the shorter. Teeth — ^pharyngeal, 4, 3, 2/2, 3, 4, with the 
outer one in each row serrated on its edges. Fins — dorsal osseous 
ray strong and serrated posteriorly, the bony portion being as long 
as the head. Caudal deeply lobed. Beales — 14 rows between 
lateral line and base of ventral fin ; 25 rows before base of dorsal 
fin. Colour — silvery, back greyish, and the Indian variety is 
partially banded in the young. Sometimes, a dark streak from the 
shoulder to the base of the pectoral fin. The very young have a 
black band over the free portion of the tail. 

Hah. The Goddvari river, and throughout Burma, but the 
specimens from the latter locality are darker in colour and want 
the vertical bands. This species attains 15 inches and more in 
length. 


420. (6.) Rohtee ogilbii. 
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B. iii. D. 11 (3/8). P. 15. V. 10. A. 16 (3/13). C. 20. 

L.1.55. L.tr. 13/11. 

Length of head 5 to 6, height of body 3 to 3i in the total 
length. Eyes — diameter 2| to 3| in length of head, | to 1 
diameter from end of snout, 1| (hameters apart. Dorsal profile 
rather more convex than that of the abdomen. Lower jaw the 
shorter. Barbels — absent. Teeth — pharyngeal, curved, pointed, 
5, 4, 2/2, 4, 5, Fins — dorsal osseous ray strong and coarsely 
serrated. Caudal lobed in its last two thirds. Scales — ^niue or 
ten rows between lateral line and base of ventral fin. Colour — 
purplish silvery along the back, becoming silvery white from about 
four rows of scales above the lateral line. The young sometimes 
have a dark spot at the base of the caudal fin, and four or five 
narrow black bands descending from the back to the middle of the 
side. 

Hc(h, Deccan, the Enstna and Godavari rivers ; attaining 6 inches 
or more in length. 


421. (7.) Eohtee cunma. 

Abramis cunma, Tiekell^ MBS. 

Eohtee cunma, Bay^ Fish. India, Suppl. p. 807. 

Nga-koon-jna, Burmese. 

B.iii. D. 12(3/9). P.13. V. 10. A. 30. 0.18. L. 1. 44. 

Length of head 5|, height of body 3 in the total length. Eyes — 
diameter 3 in the length of the head, 1 diameter from the end of 
the snout and also apart. Profile over nape slightly concave, a 
considerable rise from snout to base of dorsal fin ; snout somewhat 
obtuse, upper jaw the longer. Fins — dorsal anteriorly two thirds 
as high as the body below it, commencmg somewhat nearer to the 
snout than to the base of the caudal fin, its spine weak and longer 
than the head, not serrated. Caudal deeply forked, lower lobe 
somewhat the longer. Lateral line — ^strongly marked in its first 
four scales. Colour — olive above, becoming silvery on the sides 
and below ; a brassy tinge along the lateral line and over the 
cheeks and gUl-covers. Pins amber; dorsal and caudal with a 
narrow black edge. 

Eab, Colonel Tickell procured this species at Moulmein, where 
he found it to be common. His figure is inches long. 

24. Genus BARILIUS, Hamilton Buchanan. 

Syn. Opsarim, sp., McClelland ; Fachystomus, Heckel ; Chedi'uSj 
Swains. ; Shacra, Bleeker j Opsaridium, Peters ; Fteropsarion and Bola 
(not H. B.), Gunther. 

Abdomen rounded. Pseudobranchise present. Mouth anterior, 
sometimes oblique, having a moderate or deep cleft. Jaws com- 
pressed, the lower usually with a knob above the symphysis, and an 
emargination to receive it in the upper jaw. Suborbital ring of 
bones generally broad, more especially the third, which may even 
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be entirely behind the vertical from the posterior margin of the 
orbit. Barbels four (PaGhystomus, “Heckel,’^ Bleeker), or two 
i^Bendilisis, Bleeker), or none (BanZiws, Ham. Buch.); occasionally 
very rudimentary ones are present. Pharyngeal teeth in two or 
three rows, hooked, 5, 3 or 4, 2 or 1/1 or 2, 4 or 3, 5 ; or else 5, 2 or 3, 
4/4, 3 or 2, 5. Dorsal fin without osseous ray, of moderate 
length, inserted posteriorly to the ventrals, sometimes extending 
to above the anal, which latter is somewhat elongated. Scales of 
moderate or small size. Lateral line concave, continued on to the 
middle or lower half of the caudal, or incomplete, or absent. 
G-ill-rakers very short or absent. 

The genera Barilius and Banio are somewhat difficult to diagnose 
apart ; the former, however, has the snout compressed, the mouth 
anterior, and usually spots or vertical bars on the body. In Banio 
the upper jaw is rather broad, the mouth directed obliquely 
upwards, the apex of the lower jaw being nearly or quite on a 
level with the dorsal profile ; the body with longitudinal bands. 
Adult specimens of Barilius have usually open pores or glands on 
the snout and jaws. 

Geographical Bistrihution, Presh waters of India, Ceylon, and 
Burma, extending to the Malay Archipelago ; also found in the 
Nile and East Africa. 


Synopsis of Indian Specm, 


A. With four harhels. {Fachystomus.') 

B. 9, A. 13-15, L. 1. 42-44, 10 vertical 
bars 1, B, vagra^ p. 345. 

D. 9, A. 12-13, L. 1. 43, Back dark, sides 
silvery % B, modestus, p. 345, 

D. 9, A. 12, L. I, 56-62. Silvery 3. P. radiolatusy p. 346. 

D. 9, A. 10, L. 1. 60-70, Twelve vertical 
bars 4.. B. shacra^ p. 846. 

D. 9, A. 9-10, L. 1. 40-43. Short vertical 
bars; each scale with a black spot in 
adults 5. B, hendelisisj p. 347. 


B With two barbels. (Bendtlisis) 


D. 9, A. 18-14, L. 1. 43-46. With 14 or 
16 vertical bars . 

C . W ithout or with only rudimentary barbels. 

(Bariliits.) 

D. 13, A. 16-17, L. 1. 38. A row of large 

spots 

D. 10-12, A. 16-17, L. 1. 40. 16 vertical 

bars 

D. 2-13, A. 14-16, L. 1. 38. Two rows 

of spots 

D. 9, A. 13-14, L. 1. 39-42. Nine vertical 

bands 

I). 9, A. 14, L. 1. 44-48. Two rows of 
spots 


6. B. hanla, p. 848. 

7. B. haherij p. 348. 

8. B. gatmsisj p, 349. 

9. B. canarensisj p. 350, 

10. B. harna, p. 350. 

11. B. guttatus^ p. 351. 
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D. 9, A. 13, L. L 70->75. Two rows of 


spots 12. tileOf p. 351, 

D, 9, A. 14-15, L. 1. 40. Silvery 13. euezardi, p. 352. 

D. 10-11, A. 13, L. 1. 88-94. Two rows 
of blotclies 14. B. hola, p. 362. 


422. (1.) Barilixisvagra. 

Cyprinus vagra, Ham. Budh. Fish. Ganges ^ pp. 269, 385. 

Barilius vagra, Dag, Fish. India, p. 589, pi. cjdviii, fig. 3 (see synon.). 

Lo-har-ree and Chari, Punj. ; Mon-e~o-ree, Assam. 

B. iii. D. 9 (2/7). P. 16. Y.9. A. 13-15 (2-3/11-12). 0. 19. 

L. 1.42-44. L.tr. 7-8/4. Yert. 16-23. 

Length of head 5 to 5|, height of body 5 to 6 in the total 
length. Eyes — diameter 3^ to 4 in length of head, 1 diameter 
from end of snout and 1| apart. The posterior extremity of the 
maxiUa extends to beneath the middle of the orbit; lower jaw 
slightly the longer. Third suborbital bone twice as deep as the 
uncovered portion of the cheek below it. Jaws of equal length 
anteriorly, the upper sometimes a little notched, the lower covered 
with large pores in the adult. Axillary process very short. 
Barbels — ^rostral nearly half as long as the head, maxillary pair 
very short. Teeth — ^pharyngeal, crooked, 5, 3, 2/2, 3, 5. Fins — 
dorsal commencing midway between the posterior edge of the 
orbit and the root of the caudal, its last two rays being over the 
anal ; pectoral not quite so long as the head ; caudal deeply forked. 
Scales — 2 to rows between lateral line and base of ventral fin ; 
20 rows before base of dorsal. Gohur — silvery, 10 to 14 dark bands 
(sometimes indistinct) descend from the back to the lateral line ; 
fins yellowish, the edge of the caudal stained greyish. 

Hah. Sind hills, rivers in the Himalayas and Sub-Himalayan 
range, Jumna and Ganges, also the Punjab, Assam, and Oeyion. 
This species attains above 5 inches in length. 

423. (2.) BarHius modestus. 

Barilius (Pacbystomus) modestus, Day, J. A. 8. B. xli, 1872, p. 4. 

Barilius modestus, Day, Fish. India, p. fe9, pi, cli, fig. 3 (see synon.). 

Laccya, Arabi. 

B. iii. D. 9 (2/7). P. 15. Y. 9. A. 12-13 (2/10-11). 0. 19. 

L.l. 43. L.tr. 6/4^. 

Length of head 5^, height of body 5| in the total length. Eyes 
— diameter 4 in the length of head and situated in its anterior 
half, 1 diameter from end of snout and also apart. Suborbital 
ring of bones wide, the third nearly touching the preopercular 
ridge. Upper jaw slightly the longer, and notched at its end in 
large examples. The posterior extremity of the maxilla reaches to 
below the middle of the orbit. Barbels — ^rostral extend to beneath 
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the froiMt margin of the eyes, maxillary pair minute. Axillary 
process short. Fins — dorsal commencing midway between the 
middle of the caudal lobes and the snout ; it is entirely, or all but 
the last ray, in advance of the anal. Pectoral nearly as long as 
the head, but not reaching the ventrals, which last extend halfway 
to the base of the anal. Lateral very slightly concave, two 
and a half rows of scales between it and the base of the ventral 
fin; 19 rows before the base of the dorsal fin. Golour — back 
brownish, strongly defined from the silvery sides ; caudal edged 
with dark; the other fins yellow ; a dark band along the dorsal. 

Hab. The Indus in Sind, and the Eavi river at Lahore ; attaining 
4 or 5 inches in length. 

424. (3.) Barilius radiolatus. 

Barilius radiolatus, Ganther, Cat. vii, p. 287 ; Day, Fish. India, 
p. 690. 

B.iii. D. 10(2/8). P.17. V. 9. A. 12 (2/10). 0.19. 

L. 1. 66-62. L. tr. 9-10/6. 

Length of head 4| to 4|, height of body 4| in the total length, 
excluding the caudal fin. Eyes — diameter 3 in length of head, 

I to 1 diameter from end of snout, and rather more apart. The 
posterior extremity of the maxilla extends to a little behind the 
front edge of the orbit; the lower jaw projects slightly when the 
mouth is closed. The third suborbital bone nearly reaches the 
preopercular ridge. Axillary process short. Barbels — two short 
pairs. Fim — ^the dorsal higher than long, commencing midway 
between the eye and the root of the caudal fin, its last ray not 
extending so far as to above the anal. The pectoral does not reach 
the ventral nor the latter the anal. Caudal apparently deeply 
forked. Beales — two rows between lateral line and base of ventral 
fin ; 24 rows before base of dorsal. The specimens in the British 
Museum are in a very bad state. 

Hab. Central India. 

425. (4.) Barilius shacra. 

Oyprinus shacra, Ham. Buck. Fish. Gang, pp. 271, 385. 

Barilius shacra, Day, Fish. lnd%a^ p. 690, pi. cxlviii, fig. 5 (see 
synon.). 

(TwrAa, Punj. 

B.iii. B.9(2/7). P.15. V. 8. A. 10 (2/8). C. 19. 

L. 1. 60-70. L. tr. 10-11/9. 

Length of head 5 to 5|, height of body 5 in the total length. 
Eyes — diameter 3| to 4 in length of head, 1 diameter from end of 
snout and also apart. Jaws of about equal length in front. 
Third suborbital bone two thirds as wide as the uncovered portion 
of the cheek below it. Barbels — ^the maxillary pair as long as the 
eye, the rostral slightly longer. Axillary process extends to rather 
behind origin of pectoral fin. pharyngeal, 5, 3/3, 5, crooked. 
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Fins — last dorsal ray over the first anal. The six outer pectoral 
rays strong, more especially in the adult. Caudal deeply forked. 
LaUral line — goes to the centre of the base of the caudal fin, about 
7 rows of scales between it and the base of the ventral fin; 25 
before the dorsal fin. Qolouir — ^back olive, rest of the body pinkish 
silvery ; about twelve incomplete bars from the back downwards 
towards the lateral line, a dark bar along the upper third of the 
dorsal fiLn. The lower two thirds of the vertical fins stained in 
some examples. 

Hah, Prom Hurd war down the valley of the Granges, the IST.W. 
Provinces, and Assam. The species is said to attain 5 inches in 
length. 


42d. (5.) Barilins bendelisis. 

Oyprmiis bendelisis, Ham, Buck, Journ. Mysore^ iii, p. 345, pi. 32. 

Barilius bendelisis, Bay, Fish, India, p. 690, pi. cxlviii, figs. 7, 8, 
and 9 (see synon.). 

Khohsa, Beng. ; FakAah, Kxin-nul, Bah-rah, Burreah, and Bach-wah- 
ret, Punj. ; Johra^ Mahr. ; Agushitti 2 i,TA. Marntan candee, Tam. ; Bahgra 
hahri, Ooriah ; Nga gyd, Burm. 

B.iii. D.9(2/7). P.15. V. 9. A. 9-10 (2-3/7-8), 0.18. 
L. 1.40-43. L.tr. 7-8/5. 

Length of head 4| to 5|, of caudal 5 to 5J, height of body 4J 
(to 5| in the young) in the total length. Hyes — diameter 4| to 
4| in length of head, 1| diameters from end of snout, and 1| apart. 
The maxilla reaches to below the first third of the orbit. The 
third suborbital bone -saries in depth from being equal to twice as 
high as the uncovered portion of the cheek below it. Open pores 
on the snout and lower jaw in the adult or even in the young in 
examples from hilly districts, sometimes pores on preorbital. 
Axillary process broad, lancet-shaped, and longer in some examples 
than in others. Barbels — four, generally short, the rostral pair 
occasionally absent. Teeth — pharyngeal, 5, 4, 2/2, 4, 5. Fins — 
dorsal higher than its base is long, it commences nearer to the base 
of the caudal fin than to the snout, and does not extend to over the 
anal. Pectoral may or may not reach the ventral ; its outer six 
rays are thickened and very stiff in some examples, especially males 
from the hills. The ventral in some does, in others does not reach 
the vent. Caudal forked, lower lobe usually slightly the longer. 
Beales — 2 J to 3| rows between lateral line and base of ventral fin ; 
20 rows before base of dorsal. Colour — silvery, shot with purple ; 
back of a slaty grey, descending in bars towards the lateral line, 
most distinct in immature specimens. In adults these bars become 
indistinct and sometimes lost. Each scale in adults with a black 
spot at its base, and two on each scale forming the lateral line, but 
no spots in the young. Pins whitish, tinged with orange. A grey 
margin to the dorsal and caudal, the lower lobe of which is some- 
times stained black. Shoulder-process black-edged. 
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This fish shows considerable alterations in colour and form as it 
gets older, there are likewise individual variations that have been 
considered species. 

Variety comi {Gyjprinus cocsa, Ham. Buch.) shows rather a deep 
third suborbital bone, the eyes a little larger ; the dorsal, pectoral, 
and ventral not so developed as in the next variety. The size of 
the axillary process and the presence or absence of bars on the 
back are subject to individual variation. 

Variety chedra (C7. chedra, Ham. Buch.) has the third suborbital 
less deep than in the preceding form, the dorsal, pectoral, and 
ventral more developed, and the axillary process larger. The outer 
pectoral rays are very stiff. 

The ova of this species are large ; I found the fish breeding at 
Cuttack, in the month of November. 

Hah. Assam and Himalayas, through the continent of India as 
far as the Western G-hats, not recorded from the coast of Malabar 
or Canara nor from Sind. Found also in Ceylon, whence Dr. 
Kelaart brought some specimens to the museum of the East-India 
Company. The species attains at least 6 inches in length. 

427. (6.) Barilius harila. 

Cypnnns harila, Ham, Buch, Fish. Gang. pp. 267, 384. 

Barilius harila, Hay^ Fish. India, p. 691, pi. cxlviii, fig. 4 (see 
synon,). 

Gilland and Caedra, Beng. j Fersce, Hind. 

B. iii. D. 9 (2/7). P. 13. V. 9. A. 13-14 (3/10-11). 0. 19. 

L. 1.43-46. L.tr. 7/5. 

Length of head 5 to 5^, height of body 5^ to 5J in the total 
length. diameter 3| to 4 in length of head, to 1 

diameter from end of snout and also apart. The posterior 
extremity of the maxilla reaches to below the anterior third of 
the orbit. Third suborbital bone wide and nearly touching the 
preopercular ridge. Barhels — a smaD rostral pair. Teeth — ^pharyn- 
geal, crooked, pointed, 5, 4, 3/3, 4, 5. Fitis — dorsal almost entirely 
in advance of anal. The pectoral is nearly as long as the head, but 
does not^ quite reach the ventral. Beales — 1 J to 2 rows between 
lateral line and base of ventral; 18 rows before the dorsal. 
Co^-^silvery, with 14 or 15 vertical blue bands in the middle 
third of the side of the fish. 

Hah, Delhi, N.W. and Central Provinces, Bengal, Orissa, and 
Lower Assam. Grows to 4 inches in length. 

428. (7.) Barilius hakeri. 

Baifiius bakeri, Hay, B.Z.8. 1866, p. 306 j Fish. India, p. 691, 
pi. ch, fig. 2 (see synon.). ' ^ ^ 

B.iii. D. 13(3/10). P.15. V. 9. A, 16-17 (2-3/14). C. 17. 

L. 1. 38. L- tr. 9/4. 
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Length of head 4| to 4|, height of body 3| to 3| in the total 
length. Eyes — diameter 4 in length of head, 1 diameter from end 
of snout, diameter apart. Lower jaw the longer, with a knob 
above the symphysis. The posterior extremity of the maxilla 
extends to nearly below the centre of the orbit. Suborbital ring 
of bones wide, the third almost entirely covering the cheek. 
Some pores exist along the margin of the lower lip, ou the snout, 
and on the anterior edge of the preorbital. Barbels — ^absent. 

pharyngeal, curved and pointed, 5, 4, 2/2, 4, 5. Fim — 
dorsal extending to above the fourth anal ray; caudal forked. 
Beales — 2 rows between lateral line and base of ventral fin. 
Colour — greyish, becoming white on the abdomen. A row of large 
bluish spots along the side. Dorsal, anal, and pectoral fins 
margined with white, and having dark grey bases. Caudal grey 
in the centre. 

Eab, Hill-ranges of Travancore. Attaining 6 inches in length. 


429. (8.) Barilius gatensis. 

Leuciscus gatensis, Guv. ^ VaL E, iV. Foies, xvii, p. 309, pi. 503 
Barilius gatensis, -Day, Fish. India, p. 592, pi. cxlix, fig. 2 (see 
synon.). 

Choaree (at Ooonoor) and Aart-candee (Bhavani), Tam. River 
carp.” 

B. iii. D. 10-12 (2-3/8-9). P. 15. V. 9. A. 15-17 (3/12-14). 

0.18. L. 1.39-40. L.tr. 8/5. 

Length of head 4^ to 4|, height of body 4 to 4| in the total 
length. Eyes — diameter 3 to 4| in the length of head, 1 to 1^ 
diameters from end of snout, 1| diameters apart. Cleft of mouth 
extending to below the centre of the orbit. The third suborbital 
is about three times as broad as the uncovered portion of the cheek 
below it. The anterior portion of the snout and the sides of the 
jaws covered with large glands ; there are likewise some on the 
lower jaw. Barbels — ^two very minute pairs, which appear to be 
sometimes wanting. Teeth — pharyngeal, crooked, pointed, 5, 3 or 
4, 2/2, 4 or 3, 5. Fins — dorsal commences midway between end 
of snout and middle of caudal fin, extending to above the third 
anal ray. Pectoral as long as the head excluding the snout, its 
outer ray stiff. Caudal moderately lobed. Beales — 2J rows 
between lateral line and base of ventral. Colour — silvery grey, 
with about 15 vertical bars descending from the back, and becoming 
more or less broken up in the adult. Dorsal and anal with dark 
bases and light margins. The females and young generally have 
smooth scales, whereas most of the adult males have one or more 
rough spots on each. 

Hob. Western Grhats of Malabar and Nilgiri hfils, up to about 
5000 feet above the level of the sea ; attaining at least 6 inches in 
length. 
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430. (9.) Bardins cauarensis. 

Opsarius cauarensis, Jerdon^ Mad, Jour, X. 8. xv, 1849, p. 329. 

Barilius canarensis, Bay, Fish, India^ p. 692, pi. czlix, fig. 1 (see 
synon.). 

B.iii. D. 12-13 (2/10-11). P.15. V. 9. A. 14-16 (2/12-14). 

0.21. L.l. 38. L. tr. 9/4. 

Length of head 4J to 4|, height of body 3J to 3f in the total 
length. Eyes — diameter 3| in length of head, 1 diameter from 
end of snout and also apart. Suborbitals nearly cover the cheek. 
The posterior extremity of the maxilla reaches to below the 
anterior third of the orbit. Barbels — absent. Fhis — dorsal com- 
mences midway between snout and base of caudal. Scales — 2| 
rows between lateral line and base of ventral ; 15 rows before 
dorsal. Grill-rakers distinct. Colour — greenish above, golden on 
the sides, a single or double row of large vertical green spots along 
the body. Pins grey, with broad white margins. 

iTaS. Canara and Malabar on the w^estern coast; attaining 
6 inches in length. 


431. (10.) Barilius bama. 

Oy])rinus harna, Ham, Buclx Fish. Ganges^ pp. 268, 384. 

Barilius barna, Bay^ Fish, IndiUj p. 592, pi. cxlviii, fig. 1 young, 
and fig. 2 adult (see synon.j. 

Bahriy Ooriah ; Balisundree and Oz-o-la, Assam. 

B.iii. D.9(2/7). P.15. Y. 9. A. 13-14 (3/10-11). 0.19. 
L. 1. 39-42. L. tr. 8-9/6. 

Length of head 4| to 5^, height of body 3| to 4 in the total 
length. Xt/es— diameter to 3^ in the length of the head, two 
thirds to one diameter from the end of snout, and 1^ apart. 
Third suborbital bone thrice as deep as the uncovered portion of 
the cheek below it. The maxilla reaches to beneath the first third 
of the orbit ; the adult has open pores on both jaws and snout. 
Axillary process reaches to above base of pectoral fin. Barbels — 
absent. Fins — dorsal varies considerably, commencing midw^ay 
between the ey e and the base of the caudal fin, it is elevated in 
some specimens but not in others, while the last ray may extend 
(especially in the young) almost to the base of the caudal fin. The 
pectoral reaches to above the ventral, and in the young has its 
outer rays tMckened. The ventral does not extend to the anal in 
the young, its inner rays are very thick. Anal commences under 
the middle or end of the dorsal fin. Scales — 2^ rows between 
lateral line and base of ventral fin; 16 rows before base of dorsal. 
(7o?owr— dull green in the adult, with from 9 to 11 vertical dark 
bands on the body ; dorsal and caudal fins edged with black. The 
young have the back grey, the sides silvery shot with gold, and 
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from 7 to 9 narrow deep blue verfcical bands. Eins yellow, the 
dorsal and caudal stained externally with black. 

Hah, Assam, the Granges and its branches, Bengal and Orissa ; 
attaining 5 inches or more in length. 

432. (11.) Barilins guttatus. 

Opsarius guttatus. Bay, P. Z, S. 1869, p. 620. 

Barilius guttatus, Bayj Fuh, India, p. 593, pi. cxUx, fig. 3 (see 
syuon.). 

Nga-la-wah, Burm. 

B. iii. D. 9 (2/7). P. 15. Y. 9. A. 14 (3/11). C. 17. 

L. 1. 44-48. L. tr. 9/5. 

Length of head to 4|, height of body 5^ to 6 in the total 
length. Eyes — diameter 4 to 5 in the length of the head, 1 to 1-]- 
diameters from the end of the snout and apart. Cleft of mouth 
deep, extending nearly 1 diameter behind the orbit. Upper jaw 
the longer ; a well-developed knob above symphysis of lower jaw. 
Suborbitals very broad, especially the hindermost, which is nearly 
behind the vertical from the posterior margin of the orbit, and 
almost covers the cheek. Barbels — a rudimentary rostral or max- 
illary pair may be present. Fim — dorsal commences midway 
between posterior extremity of orbit and base of caudal, being 
opposite the interspace between the ventral and anal fins. Caudal 
forked, lower lobe slightly the longer. Lateral line — complete, 2 
rows of scales between it and the ventral fin ; 23 rows before the 
base of the dorsal fin. Colour — silvery shot with purple, one or 
two rows of blue spots along the side. Lower caudal lobe orange, 
upper lobe with a dark edging, and a dark band along the upper 
hafi of the lower lobe. 

Hah. Irrawaddi from Prome to Mandalay ; attaining at least 
7 inches in length. 


433. (12.) Barilius tileo. 

Cyprinus tileo, Ham. Buch. F^h. Ganges, p. 276. 

Barilius tileo, Bay, Fish. India, p. 693, pi. exlix, fig. 5 (see synon.). 

Tild, Sel-len, Boolla, and Sund-u-anrie, Assam. 

B. iii. D. 9 (2/7). P. 14. Y. 9. A. 13 (3/10). C. 20. 

L. 1.70-75. L.tr. 14/7. 

Length of head 4| to 5|, height of body 4f in the total length. 
Eyes — diameter 4 to 4^ in length of head, 1 to 1^ diameters from 
end of snout, and 1-^ apart. Abdominal profile more convex than 
the dorsal. Head compressed, snout pointed. Upper jaw slightly 
the longer when the mouth is closed ; symphysial knob not de- 
veloped. The posterior extremity of the maxilla reaches to 
beneath the middle of the eye. Suborbital ring of bones broad, 
the third being about equal to twice the extent of the uncovered 
portion of the cheek below it. Axillary process well- developed. 



352 


TELEOSTEI. — EHYSOSTOMI. 


having a soft scaled prolongation. Barbels — rudimentary or 
entirely absent. Fins — dors^ commences midway between the 
hind edge of the eye and the base of the caudal fin, the anal being 
behind the vertical from the last dorsal ray. Pectoral as long as 
the head excluding the snout. Caudal deeply forked. Seales — 3^ 
to 4-| rows between lateral line and base of ventral; 30 rows 
before base of dorsal. Colour — ^bluish along the back, becoming 
silvery on the sides and beneath ; two or more rows of blue spots 
and blotches, having a vertical character, along the sides. Dorsal 
and caudal fins dark grey, with a light pinkish edge ; the other 
fins yellowish. 

Hab. Bengal and Assam ; attaining at least 5 inches in length. 

434. (13.) Barilius evezardi. 

Barilius evezardi, Day, J, A, S. B, xli, 1872, pt. ii, p. 326 ; Fish. 

India j p. 693, pi. cxlviii, fig. 6 (see synou.). 

B. iii. D. 9 (2/7). P. 13. V. 9. A. 14-15 (2/12-13). 0. 19. 

L.1.40. L.tr. 6-7/4. 

Length of head 5^, height of body 5 to 5^ in the total length. 
Eyes — diameter 3 in the length of the head, | of a diameter 
from end of snout, and 1 apart. Snout compressed ; lower jaw 
slightly the longer and with a well-developed knob at the sym- 
physis ; the maxilla reaches to below the front edge of the eye. 
Suborbital ring of bones rather wide, the third being more than 
twice as deep as the uncovered portion of the cheek below it. 
Barbels — absent. Teeth — pharyngeal, curved, pointed, 5, 3/3, 5. 
Fins — the dorsal commences about midway between the hind edge 
of the orbit and the posterior end of the caudal fin, the last half 
being above the anal. Pectoral as long as the head. Caudal 
forked. Scales — 2 rows between lateral line and base of ventral. 
Colour — silvery, of a brown tint along the back, and a lateral 
burnished silvery band. Dorsal, caudal, and anal fins orange, the 
first two edged with black. 

Eah. Poona ; up to 4^ inches in length. 

435. (14.) Barilius bola. (Fig. 110.) 

Cyprinus bola, Earn. Buck. Fish. Ganges, pp. 274, 286. 

Barilius bola. Bay, Fish. India, p. 694, pi. cxhx, fig. 4 (see synon.). 

Bugguah, Ooriah ; Korang, Assam ; Bola, Beng. ; Buggarah, Hind. 

B. iii. D. 10-11 (3/7-8). P. 13. y. 9. A. 13 (3/10). C. 19. 

L. 1. 88-94. L. tr. 12-15/9-11. 

Length of head 4^ to 4|, height of body 5 to 6 in the total 
length. Eyes — before the middle of the length of the head, 
diameter 4| to 7 in the length of head, 1^ to 2 diameters from 
end of snout and apart. Snout pointed, a well-developed knob 
above symphysis of the lower jaw. Suborbital ring of bones wide, 
especially the third, which is wider than the opercle, the width of 
which equals one third of the distance between the middle of the 
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eye and the hind edge of the opercle. Mouth deeply cleft, the 
posterior extremity of the maxilla extending nearly one diameter 
of the orbit behind the posterior margin of the eye. Barheh — 



Jb^g. 110 . — Barilim bola, 

absent. Fins — dorsal fin one third higher than long; it com- 
mences midway between the angle of the preopercle and the base 
of the caudal, its last ray being scarcely over the first of the anal. 
Caudal lobed. Scales — to 5 rows between lateral line and base 
of ventral ; 40 rows before base of dorsal. Goloiir — silvery, with 
two or more rows of vertical bluish blotches along the sides, the upper 
row with twelve to twenty blotches, and the lower intermediate ; 
some spots also on the head. Lower half of the dorsal fin slightly 
grey. Caudal orange, stained with grey and black. Pectoral, ven- 
ial, and anal orange, the colours being somewhat similar to those 
of a trout ; it often goes by that name amongst Europeans. 

Hah. Orissa, Bengal, IN'.W. Provinces, Assam, and Burma ; attain- 
ing at least a foot m length ; one killed in Assam by Mr. Hannay 
is stated to have weighed 5 lb. A very game fish, takes the fly 
well, and is one of those termed Bajah mas, or “ chief of the fishes,” 
in the Assam rivers *. 


25. Genus BANIO, Hamilton Buchanan. 

Syn. Ferilampiis, sp., McClell. ; Paradanio and Devario, Bleeker. 

Body compressed, abdomen rounded. Pseudobranchim present. 
Cleft of mouth shallow, directed obliquely upwards, the end of the 
lower jaw usually forming a portion of the dorsal profile. Sub- 
orbitals broad. Barbels four, or two, or none. Pharyngeal teeth 
hooked, generally 5, 3, 2/2, 3, 5. Dorsal fin moderately elongated, 
its posterior rays being opposite the anal, which is long. Scales of 
moderate size. Lateral line concave, passing to the lower haH of 
the tail. Gill-rakers short. 

Geographical Distribution. These prettily marked little fish are 
found throughout India, Burma, and Ceylon. 

* Tinea vulgaris, Cuvier, the Tench, has been introduced into the waters of 
the Nilgiri hills and is thriving around Ootacamund. 
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Synopsis of Indian Species. 


D. 18-19, A. 18-19, L. 1. 41-48. No bar- 
bels 

D. 15-16, A. 19-20, L. 1. 55-65. No 
barbels, or a short rostral pair. One 
or two spines on the margin of the 

orbit 

D. 12-15, A. 15-19, L. 1. 35-37. Eos- 
tral and sometimes rudimentary max- 
illary barbels 

D. 12-14, A. 14-16, L, 1. 32-34. Eostral 

and maxillary barbels 

D. 11-13, A. 17-18. Two pairs of long 

barbels 

D. 13, A. 18. No barbels 

D. 12-14, A. 13-14, L. 1. 35-37. Eostral 
and sometimes maxillary barbels .... 
D. 9, A. 16-16, L. 1. 26-28. Long ros- 
tral and usually maxillary barbels. 

Blue bands 

D. 9, A. 13-16, L. 1. 31-33. Two pairs 
of long barbels. A scarlet horizontal 

band 

D. 9, A. 13, L.l. 30-32, MaxiUary barbels 
only. Blue bands 


1. D, demrioj p. 354. 

2. D. spinosus, p. 355. 

3. 2). malahariousj p. 365. 

4. D, cequipinnatus, p. 356. 

5. D. dangila, p. 356. 

6. 2). chrysGpSj p. 357. 

7. 2). neilgherriensisj p. 357. 

8. 2). rerio^ p. 358. 

9. 2). alholineatm, p. 358. 

10. 2). nigrofasdatus, p. 369. 


436. (1.) Banio devario. 

Cyprinus deyario. Ham. Buck. Fish. Ganges, pp. 341, 393, pi. 6, fig. 94. 

Banio deyario, Fay, Fish. India, p. 695, pi. cl, fig. 4 (see synon.). 

Bonhuaso, Ooriah ; Felari, Beng. ; Fa-hah and Futh-ri’-e, N. W. Prc- 
yinces; Hhan-ge, Maalrle and F%ir^an-dah, Punj. j Chay-la-ree, Sind. 

B. iii. D. 18-19. A. 18-19. 0. 19. L. 1. 41-48. L. tr. 11/5. 

Length of head 5 to 5|, height of body 3| to 3^ (or even 4) in 
the total length. Fyes — diameter 3 m length of head, f of a 
diameter from end of snout, 1| diameters apart. Posterior extremity 
of maxilla extends beneath anterior margin of the orbit \ lower jaw 
the longer. Third suborbital bone broad. Barbels — absent. Fins — 
dorsal commences midway between the anterior margin of the orbit 
and the base of caudal. Caudal lunate. Scales — 2| rows betw^een 
lateral line and base of ventral fin ; 16 row’s before base of dorsal. 
Colour — greenish aboye, silvery w^bite below. The anterior part of 
the body is reticulated in its centre by steel-blue lines, divided from, 
one another by narrow vertical yellow’ bands. Three bluish lines, 
divided by yellow ones, are continued backw’ards to the caudal fin, 
where the tw’o low’er amalgamate, and, passing upw^ards, become lost 
on the superior half of the fin. 

Hal, Sind, Orissa, Bengal, N.W. Provinces,, Deccan, Punjab, and 
Assam •, attaining*4 inches in length. 
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437. (2.) Danio spiuosus. 

Danio spinosas, Day^ P, Z» S, 1869, p. 021 ; zd. Fish, India, p. 595, 
pL cl, fig. 6. 

B.iiL D. 15-16. A. 19-20. 0.19. L. 1. 55-65. L. tr. 12-14/4. 

Length of head 5 to 5J, height of body 3 to in the total 
length. Eyes — diameter 3 to 3| in length of head, 1 diameter from 
end of snout and also apart. Body strongly compressed. Lower 
jaw prominent. Third suborbital bone wide and touching the 
preopercular ridge. In the adult there is a sharp spine directed 
forwards above the anterior upper margin of the orbit, and a 
second, broader and blunter before the centre of the eye, on the 
preorbital. In immature examples these spines are equally sharp. 
Barbels — a small rostral pair. Fins — the first five or six dorsal rays 
are in advance of the anal. Pectoral as long as the head. Caudal 
lunate. Scales — 3| rows between lateral line and base of ventral. 
Colour — silvery, >vith an ill-defined lateral band, and some vertical 
yellow lines in the anterior half of the body. Dorsal and anal 
greyish, \\ ith reddish margins anteriorly. In the immature there 
is a dark humeral spot, and a steel-blue lateral band goes to the 
centre of the caudal fin, which has a scarlet stripe along the 
last half of its centre. Some examples have a wide blue central 
band and two narrow parallel ones superiorly, and the same 
number inferiorly ; they are divided by yellow ground-colour. 

Eah, Burma ; attaining at least 4 inches in length. 


438. (3.) Danio malabaricus. 

Perilampus malabaricus, Jerdon, Mad, Jour, L, S, xv, 1849, p. 325. 

Danio malabaricus, Day, Fish, India, p. 595, pi. cl, fig. 7 (see synon.). 

FooltoomA. Chela pu7'roovoo, Tamil. 

B.iii. D. 12-15. A, 15-19. 0.19. L. 1.35-37. L.tr.7|-8/3. 

Length of head 5 to 5^, height of body 3^ to 4 in the total 
length. Eyes — diameter 3 to 3^ in length of head, 1 diameter 
from end of snout, and 1^ apart. The third suborbital bone 
nearly touches the preopercular ridge. Barbels — rostral half as 
long as the orbit, maxillary very short; in some specimens the 
latter are entirely absent. Fins — the dorsal arises midway between 
the base of the caudal fin and the posterior edge of the eye ; its 
anterior half is in advance of the anal. Colour — back steel-blue, 
some irregular vertical yeUow lines on the fore part of the body, 
and three or four blue bands along the sides, the central ones 
coalescing so as to form a broad bluish band along the middle of 
the caudd fin. 

Hab^ Western coast of India and Ceylon ; attaining 6 inches in 
length. 
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439. (4.) Danio 3Bq[inpmiiatus. (Fig. 111.) 

Perilampus sequipinnatiis, McClellandy As. Res, xix, pt. 2 ; Ind, Cyjp, 
p. 893, pi. 60, fig. 1. 

Danio sequipinnatus, Ray, Fish, India, p. -596, pi. cl, fig. 5 (see synon.). 
B. iii. D. 12-14. A. 14-16. C. 19. L. 1. 32-34, L. tr. 6-7/3|. 

Length of head 5, height of body 4 to 4| in the total length. 
Eyes — ^diameter 3| to 4 in length of head, 1 diameter from end of 
snout, and IJ apart. The third suborbital bone nearly touches 
the preopercular ridge. Cleft of mouth oblique and extending to 



Fig. \\\,— Danio cegivij^innatus. 


under the anterior margin of the orbit ; a bluntish knob at the 
symphysis. Barbels — ^rostral half as long as the orbit ; maxillary 
minute. Fins — ^the dorsal arises midway between the centre of 
the orbit and the base of the caudal fin, extending to over the 
anterior anal rays ; it is two thirds as high as the body. Pectoral 
a? long as the head without the snout, nearly reaching the ventral, 
wl^ch last does not extend as far as the anal. Caudal forked, 
but'\not deeply so. Scales — IJ rows between lateral line and 
base'^pf ventral fin; 13 rows before the dorsal fin. Colour — 
yellowish white : a wide bluish band extends along the body from 
the eye to^ the centre of the base of the caudal fin ; in its course 
are sometimes several round silvery spots ; below it is another 
narrow band (which occasionally joins the central one anteriorly) ; 
there are two other lighter bands above the central one. The 
intermediate ground-colour is yellow. Fins yellowish. Dorsal 
" and anal fins each with a broad bluish band along their outer half. 
In some specimens there is a dark mark behind the gill-opening. 

^ Hah, Himalayas at Darjeeling and the whole of the Assam 
district as high as Sadiya, the Naga and Garo hills, Tenasserim 
and the Deccan. 


440.* (5.) Danio dangila. 

Cyprinus dangila, Ham Buch. Fish, Qanges^-p^, 321, 390. 

Danio dangila, Ray, Fish, India, p. 696, pi. cl, fig. 3 (see synon.). 
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B. iii. D, 11-13. A. 17-18. C. 20. L. 1. 38. L. tr. 7/4|. 

Length of head 5, height of body 3^ to 4 in the total length. 
Eyes — diameter 3 in length of head, | of a diameter from 
end of snout*. Lower jaw the longer, with a Imoh at the sym- 
physis. Barbels — ^rostral a little shorter than the head ; maxillary 
pair slightly longer. Fi^is — the posterior dorsal rays are above 
the anterior anal. Caudal shghtly emarginate. Scales — 2g rows 
between lateral line and base of ventral : 18 rows before dorsal 
fin. Colour — ^back ohve, abdomen silvery, sides with several 
narrow blue lines, which in the anterior half or two thirds of the 
body form a beautiful network: a dark spot behind gill-covers. 
And fin with two or three blue stripes. 

Hab. Bengal, Behar, Himala^ at Darjeeling, also the hills 
above Akyab ; grows to 5 or 6 inches in length. 


441. (6.) Danio chrysops. 

Leueiscus chrysops, Cvv. <§* VaL E, N. Foiss. xvii, p. 308, 

Danio chrysops, Dary, Fish, India^ p. 596 (see synon.). 

B.iii. D. 13 (3/10), A. 18 (3/15). C. 19. L.1.45. L, tr. 8|/4. 

Length of head 4f, height of body 4 in the total length. 
Eyes — diameter 2f in length of head, | a diameter from end of 
snout, and 1 apart. Snout obtuse ; upper jaw slightly the longer. 
Third suborbital bone nearly as wide as the uncovered portion of 
the cheek below it. Dorsal profile rather more convex than that 
of the abdomen. Fins — ^the dorsal commences midway between 
the middle of the eye and base of the caudal fin ; it is entirely in 
advance of the anal, and two thirds as high as the body below it. 
Lateral line — curves downwards in the pectoral region, whence it 
proceeds direct to the centre of the base of the caudal. Colour — 
silvery, the upper two thirds of the body darker than the lower. 
Eab, Bengal. 


442. (7.) Danio neilgherriensis. 

Paradanio neilgherriensis, Bay, P, Z. S. 1867, p. 296. 

Danio neilgherriensis, Bay, Fish. India, p. 597, pi. cl, fig. 2 (see 
synon.). 

Cmolie, Tamil. 

B.iii. D. 12-14 (3/9-11). P.15. V. 7. A. 13-14 (2/11-12). . 
0.19. L. 1,35-37. L.tr. 6-7/4. Yert. 12/20. 

Length of head 4| to 5, height of body 4 to 4^ in the total 
length. Eyes — diameter 3 to 3^ in the length of head, f of a 
diameter from end of snout, diameters apart. Abdominal 
profile more convex than the dorsal. The maxilla reaches to 
below the front edge of the eye. Lower jaw anterior, with a 
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slight knob at its extremity. The third suborbital bone almost 
touches the preopercular ridge. Barbels — a short rostral pair, 
and sometimes rudimentary maxillary ones. Teeth — pharyngeal, 
crooked, pointed, 5, 4, 2/2, 4, 5. Fins — ^the dorsal extends to 
above the fourth or fifth anal ray. Caudal forked. Beales — 
15 rows before the base of the dorsal fin. Colour — back greenish, 
sides silvery, with a purplish tinge along the abdomen; a badly- 
marked broad, steel-blue stripe, bounded above and below by a 
narrow yellow edging, extends from behind the eye to the caudal 
fin. The youncj usuallj'’ have light horizontal bands. 

Hal, Eivers on the Nilgiri (Neilgherry) Hills ; attaining 3^ 
inches in length. 

t 

443. (8.) Danio rerio. 

Oyprimis rerio, Ham, Bitch, Fish, Ganges^ pp. 323, 31>0. 

Danio rerio, Day, Fish. India, p. 697, pi. cli, fig. 4 (see synon.). 

Foncha-geraldi, Ooriah. 

B. iii. D. 9 (2/7). A. 15-16 (2-3/12-13). C. 19. L. 1. 26-2S. L. tr. 6. 

Length of head 5 to 5^, height of body 4| to 5 in the toial 
length, diameter about 3 in length of head, i a diameter 

from end of snout, and 1 diameter apart. Lower jaw the longer. 
Barbels — rostral short, maxillary reaching end of opercle. Teetfi — 
pharyngeal, crooked, pointed, *5, 3, 1/1, 3, 5, Fins — dorsal com- 
mencing opposite the anal, and situated in the middle of the total 
length : it and the anal highest anteriorly ; caudal deeply forked. 
Lateral line — absent. Colour — four metallic blue lines along the 
sides (separated by three narrow silvery ones), and forming three 
bands on the caudal fiu. Dorsal with a blue edging. Anal with 
three longitudinal blue bands. 

Hah, Bengal, and as low down the Coromandel coast as 
Masulipatam. It attains to about 2 inches in length. 

444. (9.) Danio albolineatus. 

Nuria albolineata, Blyth, J. A. 8. B. xxix, 1860, p 163. 

Danio albolineata. Day, Fish, India, p. 697, pi. cl, fig. 1 (see synon.). 

B. hi. D. 9 (2/7). A. 13-15 (2/11-13). C. 19 . L. 1. 31-33. L. tr. 5|/3. 

Length of head 4^, height of body from 4 to 4^ in the total 
length. diameter 2^ to 3 in the length ot head, | of a 

diameter from end of snout, and 1 apart. Body moderately 
compressed. Lower jaw anterior j the maxilla extends to below 
the front edge of the orbit. Barbels — maxillary reach beyond 
the base of the pectoral fin ; rostral ones to the posteiior 
margin of the orbit. pharyngeal 5, 4, 2/2, 4, 5. Fins^ 

dorsal commences slightly in advance of the anal. Caudal fin 
emarginate. Lateral line — incomplete, 1^ rows of scales between 
it and the base of the ventral fin ; 16 rows before the base of the 
dorsal fin. Colour— greenish superiorly; a scarlet band with a 
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dark lower edge commences from below the base of the dorsal 
fin, gradually widens, and is continued to the centre of the base of 
the caudal. Dorsal margined with red. Anal \nth a yellow 
stripe along its centre. 

Hah, Moulmein in tanks and streams; attaining 2 inches in 
length. 


445. (10.) Danio nigrofasciatns. 

Barilius nigrofasciatus, Day, P. Z. S. 18G9, p. 620. 

Danio nigrofasciatus, Day, Fish, India, p. 597. 

B.iii. D,9(2/7). P.15. V.7. A.13(2/ll). C.19. L.L3()-32. L.tr.7. 

Length of head 5^, height of bodjj^^3| in the total length. Eyes 
—diameter nearly ^ of length of he^, | of a diameter from end of 
snout, 1 diameter apart. Barbels — rostral absent; the maxillary 
pair extend to below the orbit. Fins — dorsal situated over 
the first portion of the anal, and midway between the posterior 
extremity of the orbit and the base of the caudal, which is 
lunate. Lateral line — absent. Colour — ^a dark band passing along 
the side of the body, and a second dotted line below it. Dorsal 
and anal spotted with black in lines. In some specimens the 
body is intensely blue. 

Hah, Pegu and Moulmein ; not exceeding an inch in length. 


26. G-enus PEEILAMPIJS, McOleUand. 

Syn. Chela, Swainson; Lauhuca, Bleeker; Cachius and Eustira, 
Giinther. 

Pseudobranchiae present. Body oblong, compressed, with a 
cutting abdominal edge. Mouth directed obliquely upward. 
Barbels absent. Pharyngeal teeth in three rows, 5, 4 or 3, 2 or 1/1 
or 2, 3 or 4, 5, uncinate. Dorsal fin rather short, without any 
osseous ray, and commencing opposite or behind the origin of the 
anal, which last has many rays. Outer ventral ray elongate. 
Scales of moderate size. Lateral line concave, passing to the 
lower half of the base of the caudal fin. 

Geograjyhical Distribution, Presh waters of India, Ceylon, and 
Burma. 


Syiiojysis of Indian Species. 

D. 9, A. 22-24, L. 1. 55-65 1. P. atpai\ p, 359. 

D. 10-11, A. 19-23, L. 1. 3^37 2. P. lauhuca, p. 360. 

D. 12, A. 17, L. 1. 35 3. P. ceylonensis, p. 361 

446. (1.) Perilampus atpar. 

Cy^rinus atpar, Ham. JBuch. Fish. Ganges, pp. 259, 384. 

Perilampus atpar, Day, Fish. India, p. 598, pi cli, fig. 6 (see synon.). 
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JBonhiaso, Ooriah; 'Nga-man-dan^ and Ya-pmv-nga and Nga^phyin- 
gyan^ Burmese; Kachh, Beng.; Mor-ri-ah, Punj.; Bi-dali, Sind. 

B.iii. D.9(2/7). A. 22-24(2-3/18-21). L.l. 55-65. L.tr. 10-13/4, 

Length of head 5| to 6, height of body 4 to 4| in the total 
length. Eyes — diameter 3 to 4 in length of head, | of a diameter 
from end of snout, IJ diameters apart. Cleft of mouth ob- 
lique, extending to nearly beneath the margin of orbit. Teeth — 
pharyngeal, 5, 4, 1/1, 4, 5, crooked, pointed. Pins — dorsal 
commences opposite the beginning of the second third of the 
anal. Pectoral elongate. Ventral with an elongated outer ray 
extending to the middle or even end of the caudal fin. Caudal 
forked. Scales — 4 rows between lateral line and base of ventral. 
Colour — silvery, with a burnished lateral band. Dorsal and 
caudal fins yellow. 

Hal, Sind, throughout India and Burma; attaining 4 inches in 
length. 


447. (2.) Perilampus lauhuca. (Pig. 112.) 

Cyprinus lauhuca, Ham. Buck. Fish, Ganges, pp. 260, 384. 
Perilampus laubuca, Hay, Fish. India, p. 598, pi. cli, fig. 5 (see 
synon,). 

Banhoe, Ooriah ; Nga-me-loung, Burmese ; Layuhuka and Danhena, 
Beng. ; Bannahrdh, Hind. ; Moh^-dcHiee-honah and Her-hag’-gi, Assam ; 
Coon-^che-'H-e, N.W. Prov. 

B.iii. D.10-11. P.13. A. 19-23. C.19. L.l. 34-37. L.tr. 6-7/5. 

Length of head 5 to 6, height of body .to 4^ in the total 
length. Eyes — diameter 3 to in the length of head, | to 
1 diameter from end of snout, diameters apart. Teeth-— 
pharyngeal, 5, 4, 1/1, 4, 5. Fins — dorsal arises slightly behind 
the origin of the anal. Pectoral reaching anal. Caudal deeplv 



Fig. 112 , — BeHlampus laubuca. 


forked. Lateral line — curved downwards, 3| rows of scales 
between it and the' base of the ventral fin. Colour — silvery, with 
some golden vertical stripes during life. Pine dots over the body 
and a black mark, shot with green, above the base of the pectoral 
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fin, and another at the base of the caudal ; the last third of each 
lobe of the caudal fin in some, especially Burmese specimens, is 
tipped with black. The black spot on the side of the tail is absent 
in some examples. 

Hah. Gan jam, Orissa, Bengal, Central India, Assam and Burma; 
attaining at least 3J inches in length. 

448. (3.) Perilampus ceylonensis. 

Eustira ceylonensis, Gunther j Catal. vii, p. 831. 

Perilampus ceylonensis, Day, Fish, India, p. 699. 

B.iii. D. 12(2/10). A. 17 (2/15). 0.19. L. 1. 35. L. tr. 7J/2. 

Length of head 4, height of body 4 in the total length. Eyes — 
diameter 3 in length of head, | of a diameter from end ’ of snout. 
Posterior extremity of maxilla extends to below the anterior 
margin of the orbit; lower jaw the longer. Fins — origin of 
dorsal opposite commencement of anal. Pectoral reaching the 
ventral. Colour — ^uniform sHvery. 

Hah. Ceylon ; attaining to nearly 2 inches in length. 


27. Genus CHELA^, Hamilton Buchanan. 

Syn. Oa'ygaster, v. Hass. ; Lmdsms, sp., Cnv. & Val. ; Salmophasia, 
Swainson ; ^Maerockmehthys and Parcdauoiuia, Bleeker. 

Body rather elongate and compressed ; abdominal edge cutting. 
Pseudobranchiae present. Mouth directed somewhat upwards, 
with the lower jaw prominent, and generally T^ith a knob above 
the symphysis. Barbels absent. Pharyngeal teeth hooked and 
slender, in two or three rows. Dorsal fin short, without any 
osseous ray, situated principally or entirely opposite the anal, which 
latter has an elongated base. Pectorals long. Caudal forked. 
Scales of moderate or small size. Lateral line concave. 

Geograjphical Eistrihution. India (including the Punjab and 
Sind), Burma, and the Malay Archipelago. 


* Descriptions have been published by Hamilton Buchanan and Sykes of 
some small fishes belonging to this genus and to Barilim. As I am unable to 
recognize them with certainty, I place them in this note : — 

1. Oyprimis hoahm. Ham. Buch Pish Ganges, pp. 336,392; Leumcus 
hoalius, Bleeker, Beng p. 68 — D 9, V. 9, A. 10. Much compressed. Green 
above, silvery below, iforthern Bengal ; growing to 5 inches in length. 

2 Cyyrinus horelio. Ham. Buck 1. c pp. 336, 392 ; Lmciscm hordio^ Bleeker, 
Beng. p. 66.— B, 9, Y. 8, A. 11, C 18. Long and compressed. Silvery above 
tinged with green ; deep yellow below. Eyes silvery. Gangetic Provinces, 
growing to 4 inches. This may belong to genus Barilkis^ and be the young 
of B. bmdelisis. 

3. Cgyrinus solio, H. Buch. 7. c. pp. 337, 392 ; Leicciscus solio, Bleeker, Beng. 
p. 68.— D. 9, V. 8, A. 11. Only differs from last in colour of belly. Kosi 
river This and tbe last are probably the same. 

4. Chela jorah, Sykes, T. Z. S. ii, p- 361 ; Leticisms joraht Bleeker, Beng. 
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Synopsis of Indian Species, 

A, Bones of forearm support tke edge of thorax 

(Occygaster). 

D. 9-10, A. 16-16, L. 1. 140-160, L. tr. 

18-20/18 1. C, gora^ p. 362. 

B. Bones of forearm do not support the edge 

of thorax (Securieula). 

D, 10, A. 20-21, L. 1. 66-68, L. tr. 10/8 . . 2. C. sladoni, p. 363, 

J), 9, A. 21, L. 1. 48, L. tr. 7|/4 3. C. sardmella, p. 363. 

B. 9, A. 17-19, L. 1. 66-66, L. tr. 7-9/5 . . 4. C. witrahi, p. 364. 

D. 9-10, A. 17-19, L. 1. 43^5, L. tr. 6J-7/3 6. C, argentea, p. 364. 

D. 9, A. 16-17, L. 1. 90-110, L. tr. 12/9 . . 6. C. pimjahmsxe, p. 365. 
D. 9, A. 18-20, L. 1. 80-87, L. tr. 12-16/6. 7. C, phuLo, p. 365. 

D. 9-10, A. 14-15, L. 1. 38-40, L. tr. 6- 

6 1/3 8. C. hoopisj p. 366. 

D. 9, A. 13-16, L. 1. 80-93, L. tr. 12-15/6. 9. C. chipeoides, p. 366. 

D. 9, A. 13-15, L. 1. 86-110, L. tr. 17-19/6. 10. C, lacaila, p. 367. 


449. (1.) Chela gora. 

Cyprimis gora, JShm. Buck, Fish. Ganges, pp. 263, 384. 

Chela gora. Bay, Fish. India, p. 600, pi. cli^ fig. 8 (see synon.). 

Bum-catchari, Ooriah; Ghora chela, Beng. j Cheihul, Hind, j Bonn- 
chi and Kundul, Punj. 

D.9-10. A, 15-16. L. 1.140-160. L. tr. 18-20/18. Vert. 46. 

•Length of head 5 to 5J, of caudal 6 to 6^, height of body 6 in 
the total length. diameter ^ of length of head, IJ 

diameters from end of snout, 1| diameters apart. The bones of 
the forearm support the thoracic edge, the keeled portion of the 
abdominal profile commences behind the ventral fin. Suborbital 
riug of bones broader than the diameter of the eye, but only cover- 
ing two thirds of the cheek. T^eiA^pharyngeal, 5, 8, 1/1, 3, 5. 
Gill-rakers very short, 8 in the lower branch of the outer branchial 
arch.^ dorsal commences slightly in advance of the anal, 

and in the last third of the distance between the hind edge of 
the preopercle and the base of the caudal fin. Pectoral one third 
longer than the head. Scales — extend forwards on the head to 
above the nostrils. Colour — silvery. 

Bah, Sind, Punjab, H.'W . Provinces, Bengal, Orissa, and Assam ; 
* attaining at least 9 inches in length. 


p. 68; Jerdon, Mad. Jour. L Sc. 1849, p. 323—1). 10, P. 12, V. 8, A. 11 
0. 18. Compressed fish. Back dark, with purplish shade, sides and abdoinen 
sil\ ery. Beema riv er, near Pairgaon in the Deccan. 

5, Chela alhootee, Sykes, Ic p. 362; Lmcisms alhootee, Bleeker Bens 
p P- 324.-:D.10 P.;i0, V.7, A.10. sides slightly com- 

pressed, back and belly rounded (?); back straight. Scales very minute 
Lateral hne quite straight (?). Silvery, with a black circle round the eve* 
Deccan, attaining to 1 inch in length, ^ 



CYPRIJS-ID M . — CTPRINm^. 


363 


450. (2.) Chela sladoni. (Fig. 113.) 

Chela sladoni, Day, JP. Z, 3, 1869, p. 622 j Fish. IndiUj p. 600, pi. clii, 
fig. 3. 

B.iii. D.10(2/8). A. 20-21 (2/18-19). C.21. L. 1.65-68. L.tr.10/8. 

Length of head 6 to 6;^, height of body 5 to 5 1 in the total 
length. Fyes — diameter Sj to 3| in the length of head, | 
of a diameter from end of snout. Snborbital ring of bones 
half as deep as the diameter of the orbit, and two thirds wider 
than the uncovered portion of the cheek below it. The serrated 



Fig. 113. — C^la sladoni 


abdominal margin commences opposite the base of the pectoral fin. 
Teeth — ^pharyngeal, crooked, 5, 4, 2j2, 4, 5. Mtis — dorsal com- 
mences opposite anal. Pectoral as long as the head, but does not 
reach the ventral ; lower caudal lobe the longer. Colour — silver}^ 
caudal black-edged. 

Hal. Irrawaddy in Burma, extending northwards as far as 
Mandalay. 


451. (3.) Oiela sardineUa. 

Leuciscus sardinella, Cuv. ^ Val, H, N. Pom. xvii, p. 344. 

Chela sardineUa, Day, Fish. Lidia, p. 600, pL clii, fig. 1 (see synon.). 

Nga-kooon-n^at, Burm. 

B.iii. D.9(2/7). P.13. V.8. A. 21 (2/19), L. 1. 48. L.tr.7i/4. 

Length of head 6, height of body to 6 in the total length. 
Eyes — diameter to 4 in the length of head, 1 diameter from end 
of snout, nearly 1 diameter apart. The maxilla extends to below 
the front edge of the eye. The keeled portion of the abdominal 
edge commences opposite the pectoral fin. Suborbital ring of 
bones broad, but does not touch the preopercular ridge. Teeth — 
pharyngeal, 5, 4, 3/3, 4, 5. F^ns — dorsal commences above or 
slightly behind' the origin of the anal. The pectoral does not 
reach the ventral, nor the latter the anal. Caudal deeply forked, 
the lower lobe the longer. Colour — silvery. 

Hah. Irrawaddy river at Eangoon, also the Salween at Moul- 
mein j attaining to at least 6 inches in length. 
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452. (4) Chela imtrahi. 

Chela imtrahi, Bay, P. Z. 8. 1869, p. 381 j id. Fish, India j p. 601, 
pi, cli, fig. 7. 

Untrahi, Ooriah. 

B.iii. B.9. P.13. V.7. A.17~19, 0.17. L. 1.55-65. L.tr. 7-9/5. 

Length of head 5^ to 6 ; height of body 5 J to 6 in the total 
length. Byes — upper margin near the profile, diameter 3 to 3^ in 
the length of head, | of a diameter from end of snout, nearly 
1 diameter apart. Dorsal profile nearly horizontal j abdominal 
profile with a cutting-edge from opposite the base of the pectoral 
fin. Mouth very oblique, knob on symphysis minute. Lower jaw 
in advance of the upper, the maxilla extending to below the anterior 
margin of first third of the orbit. Suborbital ring of bones wide, 
but they do not touch the preopercular ridge. Pins — pectorals 
one third longer than the head, reaching ventrals. Dorsal arises 
midway between the posterior margin of the orbit and the pos- 
terior extremity of the caudal fin; anal commences below the 
middle of the dorsal. Caudal lobed. Scales — deciduous, extending 
forwards on the nape to opposite the middle of the orbit. Lateral 
line — curves downwards, 1 row of scales between it and base of 
ventral fin; 47 rows before the base of the dorsal fin. Colour — 
silvery. 

Hal, Mahanadi river in Orissa; also the Oauvery and Cole- 
roon in Southern India ; attaining at least 8 inches in length. 

453. (5.) Chela argentea. 

Leuciscus acinaces, Cm, «§■ Val, H, N, Poise, xvii, pi. 609 (not descrip, 
p. 347). - 

Chela argentea, Bay, P, Z, 8, 1867, p. 301; Fish, India, p. 601, pi. clii, 
fig. 2 (see synon.). 

Chaya-vellache or Vdlachee-cundee, Tam. (the White Carp). 

B.iii. D.9-10. P.15. A. 17-19. 0.19. L. 1.43-45. L.tr. 61-7/3. 

Length of head to 5|, height of body 5 to in the total 
length. Eyes — diameter 34 in length of head, 1 diameter from end 
of snout and also apart. Cleft of mouth extending to below the 
anterior third of the orbit, a knob above symphysis of the lower 
jaw. Suborbital ring of bones broad and nearly covering the cheek, 
the third almost touching the preopercular ridge. Teeth — pharyn- 
geal, curved, pointed, 5, 3, 21^, 3, 5. Fins — ^dorsal situated over 
the commencement of the anal. Pectoral reaches the ventral. 
Caudal deeply lobed. Lateral line — descends gently for the first 
twelve scales, finally attaining the centre of the candal ; li rov s of 
scales between it and the base of the ventral fin ; 27 to 30 rows 
anterior to the dorsal fin. IVee portion of tail one half longer than 
high at its base. Colour — silvery, with a lateral band which fades 
after death ; caudal dark-edged, as is also occasionally the anal. 

Hah, Phavani river at the base of the Nilgiris, Cauvery river and 
Mysore; attaining 6 inches in length. 
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454. (6.) Cliela pimja’bensis. 

Chela punjabensis, Day, /. A, S» B, xli, pt. ii, 1872; p. 25 j id. Fish, 
India, p. 601; pi. cliii, fig. 2. 

Took, Ptmj. 

B.iiL D. 9(2/7). P.ll. A. 16-17. 0.19. L. 1.90-110. L.tr.12/9. 

Length of head 6, height of bodj 4J- to 5 in the total length. 
Ei/es — diameter 2^ to 2| in length of head, | a diameter from 
end o£ snout. The posterior extremity of, the maxilla extends to 
nearly beneath the anterior margin of the orbit. The suborbital 
ring of bones broad, and the third three times as deep as the un- 
covered portion of the cheek below it. Dorsal profile nearly 
horizontal ; abdominal edge catting from opposite the base of the 
pectoral fin. Fiyis — dorsal arises midway between the posterior 
margin of the opercle and the posterior extremity of the lobes of 
the caudal. Pectoral longer than the head, but does not quite 
reach the base of the ventral, which last fin only extends half the. 
distance to the anal ; the latter commences opposite the origin of 
the caudal. Lower lobe of caudal the longer. Scales — moderately 
deciduous ; they extend forwards to opposite the suborbital ring of 
bones ; there is a slight elevation along the centre of each; 5 rows 
between the lateral line and the base of the ventral fin. Colour — 
silvery, with a burnished silvery band along the side. Cheeks tinged 
with pink. 

Hah, Lahore, in the Eavi river, also the Indus in Sind ; atlaining 
at least 2^ inches in length. 


455. (7.) Chela phulo. 

Cyprinus phulo. Ham. Buck. Fish. Ganges, pp. 262, 384. 

Chela phulo, Bay, Fish. India, p. 602, pi. cliii, fig. 1 (see synon.). 

Fhul chela, Beng. ; Bunnahree, Hind.; Took and Bung-ka’<ikarl, 
Punj. ; Muk-ka, Sind; Selkonah, Assam. 

B. iii. D. 9 (2/7). P. 13. A. 18-20. 0. 19. L. 1. 80-87, L. tr. 12-15/6. 

Length of head 5J, height of body 4| to 5 in the total length, 
diameter 3| m the length of head, | a diameter frojp. end 
of snout, 1 diameter apart. Abdominal profile cutting behind the 
base of the pectoral fin. Third suborbital bone nearly as deep as the 
uncovered portion of the cheek below it. The maxilla extends to 
under the front margin of the orbit. Fins — dorsal commences 
opposite the origin of the anal. Caudal deeply forked, lower lobe 
the longer. Lateral line — curves gently downwards. Colour — 
silvery, with a bright silvery lateral band. 

Hah. Assam, Bengal, Orissa, Central India, and the Deccan^ as 
far southwards as the Tungabhadra and .Kistna rivers ; attaining 
5 inches or more in length. 
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456. (8.) Chela l)oopis. 

Chela boopi^; Bay^ P. Z,B, 1873, p. 708 j id. Fish. IndiUy p. 602, 
pi. chi, lig. 4 (see synon.). 

Sampaji, Canar. 

B.iii, D.9-10. P.15. V.9. A.14-15. C.21. L.1.38-40. L.tr. 6-01/3. 

Length of head 5^ to 5|-, height of body 5 to 5| in the total 
length. Eyes — diameter 2^ to 3 in the length of the head, of a 
diameter from the end of snout and also apart. Cleft of the mouth 
extends to beneath the front edge of the orbit. Suborbital ring of 
bones almost covers the cheek. Fins — dorsal commences slightly 
in advance of the anal, but extends to over it. Caudal deeply forked. 
Scales — 2 to 2^ rows between lateral line and base of ventral ; 
22 to 24 rows before the dorsal fin. Colour — silvery, with a 
burnished lateral band ; dorsal, caudal, and anal edged with black. 

Jffah, South Canara and ? Mysore; attaining at least 5 inches in 
length. 


457. (9.) Chela clupeoides. 

Cyprinus clupeoides, Blochj Ich. xii, p. 49, t. 408, fig. 2. 

Chela clupeoides. Bay, Fish India, p. 602 (see synon,). 

Vellachee candee and Netteli, Tam ; Alkut, Marathi. 

B. iii. D. 9. P. 13. V. 9. A. 13-15. 0. 19. L. 1. 80-93. L. tr. 12-15/6. 

Length of head 5^ to 5|, height of body 5-J-* in the total length. 
Eyes — diameter 4 in length of head, 1 diameter from end of snout, 
I *of a diameter apart. A well-developed knob on symphysis ; 
suborbital ring of bones wide, the third four fifths as deep as the 
uncovered portion of the cheek below it. The thorax, which has 
a smooth edge, is not supported by any dilated bones of the fore- 
arm. Teeth — pharyngeal, 5, 4, 2/2, 4, 5. Fins — dorsal, situated 
in the posterior two fifths of the body, and one half in advance of 
the anal. Pectoral one fourth longer than the head, but does not 
reach the ventral. Caudal lobed, the lower lobe the Ion ger. Scales — 
deciduous and placed in sinuous rows ; those on upper surface of 
the head extend forwards to opposite the hind edge of the orbit. 
Scales*-2 rows between lateral line and base of ventral. Colour — 
silvery. 

This species or variety is closely allied to C. hacaila, from w^hich 
it is chiefly divided by the number of scales. In Cutch I found 
A. (2/11-13), L. 1. 83-92, L. tr. 13-14/6 ; at Jubbulpore, on the 
Nerbudda, A. (2/12-13), L. 1. 80-90, L. tr. 14-15/6; in the 
Deccan, A. (2/13-15), L. 1. 84-93, L. tr. 13/6; at Madras, 

* In some badly nourished examples I have seen the height of the body only 
equal to 7 J in the total length. Such are common at Madras in the dirty Ooom 
river. 
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A. (2/11-13), L. 1. 80-87, L. tr. 12-15/6 ; to the south of Madras, 
at the Oauvery river, A. (2/12-13), L. 1. 80-91, L. tr. 14-15/6. 

Hab^ Catch, Jubbulpore, Mysore, the Deccan, Madras Presi- 
dency, and Burma. This species attains at least 6 inches in length, 
and is very good eating, 

458. (10.) Chela bacaila. 

Cyprinus bacaila, Sam, Buck, Fish. Ganges^ pp. 265, 384, pi. 8, 
fig. 76. 

Chela bacaila, I>ay^ Fish, India^ p. 603, pi. clii, fig. 5 (see synon.), 

Jellahriy Ooriah; Chelliahj Hind.; Bdntdl, Marathi. 

B. iii. D. 9. A. 13-15. C. 19. L. 1.86-110. L. tr. 17-19/6. 

Length of head 5^ to 6 ; height of body 5| to 6 in the total 
length. Eyes — 3| to 3^ in len^h of head, snout slightly longer 
than the eye ; eyes 1 diameter apart. Cleft of mouth reaches to 
below the first fourth of the eye. Suborbital ring of bones broad, 
nearly covering the cheek. Teeth — ^pharyngeal, 6, 4, or 3, 2/2, 3, 
or 4, 5. Fins — first anal ray is below the middle of the dorsal fin ; 
pectoral nearly reaches the ventral, whilst the latter does not quite 
extend to the anal. Scales — extend forwards on the head to 
nearly opposite the posterior margin of the orbit. Golour — uniform 
silvery. 

This species or variety is restricted more to the Valley of the 
G-anges and its afiBiuent streams, also to the Punjab and down the 
Indus. It is distinguished by the large number of its scales, which 
I have found as follows : Assam, A. 2/13-14, L. 1. 102-108, L. tr. 
18/6 ; Sone river, A. 2/12, L. 1. 98, L. tr. 18/6 ; Orissa, A. 2/13-1 4, 
L. 1. 86-98, L. tr. 14-18/6 (some of these appeared to be intermediate 
forms between this species and the last) ; Calcutta, A. 2/11-13, 
L. 1. 90-110, L. tr. 17-19/6 ; Seharunpore, A. 2/11-12, L. 1. 95- 
100, L. tr. 18-19/6; Sind, A. 2/11-12, L. 1. 92-96, L. tr. 17- 
19/6. One specimen from Bezwarah had A. 2/15, L. 1. 95, L. tr. 
12/6. 

Hah. Throughout India, except Malabar, Mysore, and Madras, 
and parts of the Deccan ; attaining at least 7 inches in length. 


4 
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Family V. ClIIROCENTRID^. 

Pseuclobranchiae absent. Body much elongated and compressed. 
Margin of upper jaw formed by the premaxillaries mesially, and 
the maxillaries laterally. Opercular apparatus complete. Barbels 
absent. A single rayed dorsal fin belonging to the caudal portion 
of the yertebral column. Stomach with a blind sac : intestinal 
canal short and furnished internally with spiral folds. No pyloric 
appendages. Air-bladder present. 

Only one genus is known of the Ghirooentridce^ which extends 
through the Bed Sea and the seas of India to the Malay Archi- 
pelago. 


1. Oenus CHIROGENTRUS, Cuvier. 

Branchiostegals eight. Abdomen wdth a sharp but not serrated 
margin. Gill-membranes united for a short distance ; gill-opening 
wide. _ Eyes subcutaneous. Cleft of mouth oblique and deep ; the 
lower jaw the longer. A row of canines in the mandible, and a 
horizontal pair in the premaxillaries ; minute teeth on the palatines, 
pterygoids, and tongue. A single short dorsal fin placed far back- 
wards opposite to a long anal ; an elongated osseous appendage in 
the axilla ; ventral s very small. Scales thin, small, and deciduous. 
Air-bladder cellular. 

459. (1.) CMrocentrus dorah. (Fig. 114.) 

Clupea dorah, Forslc, Descr. Amm. p. 72, no. 108. 

Chirocentrus dorah, Day, Fish, India, p. 652, pi. clxvi, fig. 3 (see 
synon.). 

Mooloo-aUey and Kiru-wahlak, Tam. ,* Wahlah, Tel. ; Kunda, Ooriah j 
Fussunt, Baluchistan. 

B. viii. D. 16-17. P.14-15. V. 6-7. A. 31-36. 0.19. 

Length of head 6^ to 7|, height of body 6^ to 9 in the total 
length. diameter 4| in length of head. Along the whole 



Fig. 114. — Chirocentrus dorah 


^tent of the lower margin of the abdomen are short hair-like rays. 
Colmr bluish green along the back; silvery on the sides and 
abdomen. 

Hah, Red Sea, through the seas of India to the Malay Archi- 
pelago and beyond ; attaining at least 12 feet in length. When 
captured this fish bites at everything near it. 
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Family VI. CLUPEID^. 

Grill-openings usually very -^ide : pseuclobranchiae, when present, 
well developed. Abdomen mostly compressed, generally mto a 
sharp edge, and usually serrated. Opercular pieces four. Margin 
of the upper jaw formed mesially by the premaxillaries, laterally by 
the maxillaries, which are composed of three pieces not ossified 
together. Barbels absent. A single dorsal with a few or a 
moderate number of weak rays; anal sometimes many-raved. 
Scales on the body; as a rule none on the head. Lateral line 
mostly absent. Stomach with ^ <5ul-dC-sac.^^ Air-bladder more 
or less simple. Pyloric appendages, when present, numerous. 

The Herrings are well represented in the seas of India, and are 
largely consumed by the native population. As a rule, they are 
much more abundant along the Malabar than on the Coromandel 
coast. 

Geoyraj^liical Distrihutioiu Found in most seas, and many species 
enter fresh waters. 


Synopsis of Indian Genera, 

First group, Clupeina* 

Upper jaw not projecting. Eyes with free adipose Ms. Abdomen 

serrated. 

A. Anal moderate, with less than 30 rays. 

Abdominal serration commencing from thorax 

or pectorals 1. Clupea. 

Abdominal serration commencing behind pec- 
torals ...... 2. COEICA. 

B. Anal elongate, with more than 30 rays. 

Dorsal and ventral fins present 3. PellOjJ^a. 

Dorsal present, no ventrals 4. OPiSTUOPTEntJS. 

Neither dorsal nor ventrals 6. BaconUa. 

Second group. Chatoessika. 

Mouth transverse, narrow, nearly or quite inferior j upper jaw projecting 
over lower. Eyes with free adipose lids. Abdomen serrated. 

Fourth branchial arch with an accessory organ , . 6. Chatoessus. 

Third group. Engratilina. 

Upper jaw prominent. Mouth deep. Eyes covered by sHn. 
Abdomen serrated 

No pectoral filaments 7. Engraiilis, 

Upper pectoral rays produced into free filaments, . 8. Coilia. 

2b 
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Fourtli group. Dusstjmieeiha. 

Mouth antero-lateral, the upper jaw not pro jecting. Eyes with free 
adipose hds. No osseous gular plates. Abdominal e.dge smooth. 

Teeth small, but not deciduous 9. Dussumieria. 

Teeth, if present, deciduous 10. Spratelloides. 


Pifth group. Axbuliha. 

Mouth inferior and of moderate width ; upper jaw projecting 
Teeth in jaws. Abdomen rounded and smooth. 

Eyes with free adipose lids 11. Albula. 


Sixth group. Elopiha. 

Mouth antero-lateral; lower jaw the longer. An osseous gular plate. 
Abdomen rounded and smooth. 

Pseudobranchiae well developed. Scales small . . 12. Elops . 
Pseudobranehiae rudimentary or absent. Scales 
large 13. Megalops. 


Seventh group. CHAiaiTA. 

Mouth anterior, transverse, small. Eyes subcutaneous. Teeth absent, 
GiU-membranes entirely united. Abdomen rounded and smooth. 

Scales small 1 14:. Chanos. 


Eirst group. CLTJPEINA. 

1. Grenus CLUPEA, sp., Artedi. 

Syn. Clupanodorif Lac^p. (pt.) j Sarengulaf Mogmiaf Spratellaj Sar- 
dinellaj CHupeonia, Koioalaj Meletta^ and Alausa, Ouv. & Val. ; Clwpahsa^ 
Amblygaster,^ and ClupeoideSj Bleeker; Opisthomma^ Brevoortiaj and 
Alausella, Gill. 

Body compressed ; the serration of the abdomen extending into 
the thoracic region ; upper jaw not projecting beyond the lower. 
Eyes usually with broad adipose lids. Teeth, when present, rudi- 
mentary and deciduous. Dorsal fin situated opposite the ventrals ; 
anal with less than 30 rays ; caudal forked. Pseudobranehiae well 
developed. Six branchiostegals in all Indian species. 

It IS necessary to remember, while investigating species of 
Olupea^ that the teetli are deciduous, and the dentition is liable to 
vary. 

Qeogmphical DistrihuUon, World-wide. 
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Synopsis of Indian Species. 

A. Teeth in lower jaw^. 

a. Teeth on tongue, palatines, pterygoids, 

but none on the vomer. [p. 371. 

D. 19, A. 20-22, L. 1. 45 1. C, brachysoina, 

D. 18, A. 17-19, L. 1. 44-45. Caudal 

black-tipped 2. C, atricauda, p. 372. 

D. 17-18, A. 17-18, L. 1. 45 3. C. kumei^ p. 372. 

D. 17-18, A. 18-20, L. 1. 40 4. C, leiogaster, p. 372. 

D. 16-17, A. 14-16, L. 1. 45-48 5. C. longiceps, p. 373. 

b. Teeth on tongue and palatines, none on 

pterygoid or vomer. 

I), 18-19, A. 19-20, L. 1. 45-48 6. C. fimbriata, p. 373. 

c. Teeth on tongue; none on palatines, 

pterygoids, or vomer. 

D. 16-17, A. 18-19, L. 1. 41-44, L. tr. 11. 7. a sindmsis, p. 374. 

B. No teeth in the jaws. 

a. Teeth on pterygoids and on the tongue ; 
none on vomer or palatines. 

*D. 14-16, A. 17-20, JL. 1. 38-40 8. C. p. 374. 

5. No teeth inside mouth. 

D. 15-18, A. 24-29, L. 1. 90. Back trans- 
versely barred 9. C. variegata, p. 375. 

D. 14-16, A. 21-24, L. 1. 80-110. Back 

not barred 10. C. chapra^ p. 375. 

D. 18-19, A. 19-22, L. 1. 46-49, L. tr. 17-19. 11. C, ilisJia, p. 370. 

D. 17, A. 20-21, L. 1. 42-45, L. tr. 13-14. 

Length of head 4J in total 12. (7. hanagurtay p. 377. 

D. 16-17, A. 19-20, L. 1. 39-40, L, tr. 13-14. 

Length of head 5 to 5| in total 13. (7. tolL p. 377. 

D. 16-16, A. 18-19, L. 1. 38-40, L. tr. 10-11. 

Length of head 5 in total 14. <7. melanunty p. 378. 

460, (1.) Clupea brachysoma. 

Sardinella brachysoma, Bleeker, Batav. Genootsch, Verhand, xxiv, 
Blaring, p. 19. 

Clupea brachysoma. Bay, Fish. India, p. 635, pi. clxiii, fig, 3 (see 
synon.). 

CwTuddm toaddy, Mai. 

D.19. P.17. V.8. A. 20-22. C.20. L.1.45. L.tr. 11-12. 

Length of head 5, height of body 3| to 3| in the total length. 
Eyes — diameter about 3 in length of head, and nearly 1 diam. from 
end of snout and ^ diam. apart. Lower jaw rather prominent. 
Fins — ^ventral inserted beneath tlie centre of the dorsal. Last 
two anal rays rather prolonged. Beales — regularly arranged, their 
edges creniilated. Scutes well developed, 18 before and 12 behind 
the base of the ventral fin. Golo%r — greenish above, the bases of 
the scales being a httle dark ; caudal fin dark-tipped. 

Hah. East coast of Africa, seas of India to the Malay Archi- 
pelago ; rare in India. * 

* In some instances these are lost, occasionally they are Tery minute or even 
not developed. 


2b2 
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46*1. (2.) Clupea atricauda. 

Clupea atricauda, Gunther ^ Catal, vii, p. 426; Day, Fish. India^ 
p. 636, pi. clxiv, fig. 6 (see synon.). • 

D.18. P.17. V.8. A. 17-19. 0;20. L. 1.44-45. L.tr.ll. 

Length of head 4|, height of body 4|- in the total length. Eyes — 
diameter 3| to 4 in the length of the head, about 1 diam. from end 
of snout and f diam. apart. Lower jaw projecting beyond the 
upper. Fins — yentral inserted beneath the middle of the dorsal 
fin. Last two anal rays thickened and slightly elongated. Lower 
caudal lobe sometimes slightly the longer. GilWakers — numerous, 
closely set, and about one third as long as the eye. Scales — regu- 
larly arranged, with crenulated outer margins : scutes small ante- 
riorly, becoming stronger under the middle of the base of the pectoral 
fin ; 13 behind the base of the ventral. Golour — dark steel-blue 
along the back and upper third of the body, divided by a yellowish 
line from the silvery sides and abdomen, which are glossed with 
blue and purple. Caudal with its extremity deep brown or black. 

Hah. Andamans to the Malay Archipelago. 


462, (3.) Clupea kunzei. 

Harengula kunzei, Bleeher, Batavia Hat. Tijdsch, xii, p. 209. 

Clupea khmzei, Day, Fisk India, p. 636, pi. clxiii, fig. 1 (see 
synon.). 

D. 17-18. P.16. T,8. A. 17-18. 0.20. L.1.45. L.tr. 11-12. 

Length of head ^ to 4|, height of body 4J to 4^ in the total 
length. diameter 3 to 3| in length of the head, 1 diam. from 

end of snout and | diam. apart. Lower jaw prominent. Fins — 
, ventral inserted below the middle of the dorsal fin. Last two anal 
rays rather thickened and slightly elongated. Gill-ralcers—&ae, 
about one third as long as the eye, about 38 in the outer branch of 
lower branchial arch. Scales — ^in regular rows, with the edges 
roughened. Thirty badly developed scutes, about 13 behind the 
base of the ventral fin. Colour — bluish along the back, becoming 
silvery white shot with purple on the sides and below. 

Hah. Ceylon, Andamans, and Nicohars to the Malay Archipelago. 


463. (4.) Clupea leiogaster. 

Sardinella leiogaster, Cm. Sf Vd. H. H. Born, xx, p. 270. 

Clupea leiogaster, Day, Fish. India, p. 636 (see syuon.). 

B. vi. D. 17-18. P. 17. A. 18-20. 0. 17. L. 1. 40. L. tr. 11-12. 

Length of head 5 to 5|, height of body 5^ to 6 in the total length 
Dyes— diameter 3^ to 4 in the length of the head, 1 diam. from end 
of snout and {to f diam. apart, i^ns— ventral inserted beneath 
the second fourth of the dorsal. Scales — with indistinct transverse 
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strise and rough edges : scutes badly developed, about 32 in number. 
Colour — bluish green above, becoming silvery white on the sides and 
beneath : sometimes a brownish mark on the shoulder. A longi- 
tudinal band along the body, with from 13 to 20 intensely blue 
spots. 

Hah, Cejdon, to the Malay Archipelago. 

464. (5.) Clupea longiceps. 

SardineUa longiceps, Cuv, <§* VaL, H N, Poiss. xx, p. 273. 

Clupea longiceps, Bay, Fish, India, p. 637, pi. clxi, fig. 2 (see 
synon.). 

Lee-gur, Balueh. ; Zounr, Sind; MuUhi, Canarese and North Malabar ; 
Charlay, South Malabar ; “ Oil Sardine.” 

D. 16-17. P.17. V.9. A. 14-16. C.17. L. 1.45-48. L.tr.lS. 

Length o£ head 3|-to 4, height of body 5 to 5| in the total length. 
Eyes — diameter 4J to 5 in length of head, 1| diam. apart and 1 to 
1^ from end of snout. Lower jaw slightly the longer. Fins — 
dorsal commences nearer to snout than to base of caudal ; ventral 
inserted in a line raiher behind the middle of the dorsal. Anal 
low ; its last two rays thickened and rather elongated. Beales — 
indistinctly crenulated and regularly arranged; about 18 badly 
developed scutes before and 13 or 14 behind the base of the ventral 
fin. Oill-raTcers — very numerous, about one half longer than the eye. 
Colour — bluish along the back, with golden reflexions ; abdomen 
silvery shot with purple ; sometimes a golden Hne divides the colour 
of the back from that of the sides : a large greenish-gold spot on 
the upper margin of the opercle and preopercle ; dorsal greenish ; 
caudal stained with green, the other fins transparent. 

Hah, Sind, down the Western coast of India, mere rarely on the 
Eastern, Ceylon, the Andamans to the Malay Archipelago. ‘These 
fish attain about 8 inches in length, and large quantities of oil are 
made from them in Malabar ; but along the Coromandel coast they 
never appear to ai'rive in suflScient quantities, while those that come 
are rarely fat as in Malabar. Abundant in some years, they occa- 
sionally forsake their haunts for several consecutive seasons, 
returning again in enormous quantities. 


465. (6.) Clupea fimbriata. 

SprateUa fimbriata, Cuv. ^ Val, H. N. Poiss, xx, p. 359, t. 600. 
Clupea fimbriata, Bay, Fish, India, p. 637, pi. clxi, fig. 3 (see 
synon.). 

Kich-^h-huar, Sind ; Cattay-eharlay, Malabar ; Poonduringa, Tara. ; 
Charree-addee, Hind. ; Kowal, Tel. 

L. 18-19. P.15. V.8. A. 19-20. C.20. L. 1.45-48. L.tr. 11-12. 

Length of head 5 to 5|, height of body 4 to 4| or even 5 in the 
total length. Eyes — diameter 3^ in length of head, nearly 1 diam. 
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from end of snout and also apart. Lower jaw slightly prominent. 
Fins — ventral inserted under the middle of the dorsal. Last two 
anal rays thickened and a little prolonged. regularly ar- 

ranged, with their free edges jagged. Scutes moderately developed, 
14 or 15 posterior to the ventral fin, and 16 or 17 before it. Colour 
— bluish green, the sides silvery. Dorsal fin with numerous fine 
black dots, and a black mark at the base of its anterior rays. 
Caudal with bluish reflexions and tipped with dark. 

Bah, Eed Sea, seas of India to the Malay Archipelago. This 
species abounds in certain years ofi the Malabar coast. 


466. (7.) Clupea sindensis. 

Clupea sindensis, JDay, Fish. India, p. 638, pi. clxiii, fig. 2 (see 
synon.). 

D. 16-17. P.15, y.8. A. 18-19. C.21. L. 1.41-44. L.tr.ll. 

Length of head 4|- to 5, height of body 4 J to 4|- in the total length. 
Eyes — diameter 4| in the length of head, IJ diam. from end of 
snout, and 1 apart. Lower jaw prominent. Preorbital with a raised 
and branched ridge. Fins — ventral inserted below the middle of 
the dorsal. Seales — with their edges a little rough (especially in 
large examples) and having some vertical lines. Scutes not well 
developed, 13 to 14 behind the base of the \entral fin. Gill-ralcers 
— closely set, nearly as long as the eye. Colour — back deep blue ; 
sides golden, shot with purple and blue. Pins yellowish, a black 
spot at base of dorsal anteriorly, and its upper edge dark ; the end 
of the caudal lobes sometimes dark. There are also lines along 
the rows of scales iu the upper two thirds of the body ; a small 
dark shoulder-mark, which is more or less lost in the adult. 

Bah. Seas of the Seychelles, Sind and Bombay; attaining at 
least 8 inches in length. 


467. (8.) Clupea lile. 

Meletta lile. Cue, ^ Val. B., N. Poiss. xx, p. 378. 

Clupea lile. Day, Fish. India, p. 638, pi, cixii, fig. 1 (see synon,), 

D. 14-15. P.13, y.8. A. 17-20. C.21. L. 1.38-40. L.tr.9-10, 

Length of head 5 to 5|, height of body 3J to 3| in the total 
length. Eyes — diameter 3 to 3^ in the length of head, | diam. front 
end of snout and apart. Dorsal profile nearly horizontal, abdo- 
minal very convex. Lower jaw slightly the longer. Fins — ^ventral 
inserted under the anterior dorsal rays. Qill-ralcerS’— closely set and 
half as long as the eye : pseudobranchise well developed. Seales — 
rather adherent and in regular rows ; their edges smooth. Scutes 
strong, from 16 to 18 anterior, and 11 to 12 posterior to the base 
of the ventral fin. Pree portion of tail as deep as long. Colour — 
golden shot with purple, a brilliant silvery baijd along the side, as 
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deep as one scale. Caudal dark-tipped, shot with blue. A brilliant 
bronze-coloured spot on occiput. 

ffah. Seas of India and Burma, to the Malay Archipelago; 
attaining to about 4 inches in length. Pound in vast numbers 
along the Western coast of India. 

468. (9.) Clupea variegata. 

Clupea variegata, Bay, P. Z. 8, 1869, p. 623 j Fish, India, p. 639, 
pi. cbd, fig. 4. 

D. 15-18. P.17. T. 8. A. 24-29. C.17. L.1.90. L.tr.35. 

Length of head 4| to 4|, height of body 3 in the total length. 
Eyes — diameter 4 to 4| in length of head, | diam. from end of 
snout, above 1 apart. Abdominal profile more convex than dorsal. 
Jaws of about equal length. Fins — ventrals situated below the 
first third of the dorsal fin. 8ccdes — ^regularly arranged behind a 
line from the opercles to the base of the anal fin, anterior to which 
they are very irregular. Serrated scales commence under the middle 
of the pectoral ; 10 are posterior to the ventral fin, and about 10 
anterior to it. Colour — silvery, glossed with gold and bronze. A 
dark humeral spot, A row Qf about 18 bars passes across the 
back and descends a short way over the sides. Dorsal fin with a 
basal black band in its posterior half. End of tail tipped with 
black. 

Hah, Irrawaddy and its branches. Many specimens procured up 
to 7 inches in length. 

469. (10.) Clupea chapra. 

Clupanodon chapra. Ham, Buck, Fish, Ganges, pp. 248, 383. 

Clupea chapra, Bay, Fish, India, p. 639, pi. clxi, fig. 1 (see synon.). 

CooH, Bengali ; Gudua, Ooriah. 

D. 14-16. P. IS. V. 8. A, 21-24. 0. 17. L. 1. 80-110. L. tr. 33-35. 

Length of head 4^ to 4| (4 in the young), height of body 3|- to 
4 in the total length. Eyes — diameter 3| to 4 in the length of 
head, | diam. from end of snout, and 1 to 1^ apart. Abdominal 
profile more convex than dorsal. Fins — origin of dorsal opposite 
or slightly before that of the ventral ; anal highest in front. GUl- 
rakers — closely set, very numerous and rather shorter than the eye. 
Scales — smooth ; 18 to 19 scutes anterior and 9 to 10 posterior to 
the ventral fin. Colour silvery, shot with gold ; back rather dark, 
and edge of caudal stained darkest ; a dark spot, which is some- 
times absent, on the shoulder. 

Hah, Eresh waters of rivers and tanks in Siud and throughout 
India as far south as the Kistna Eiver ; absent from the Malabar 
coast and Madras. This fish attains to at least 8 inches in 
length. 
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470. (11.) Clupea ilista. (i'ig. 115.) 

Olupanodoii ilislia, Ham Buck. Fish. Ganges, pp. 243, 382, pi. 19, 
fig. 73. 

Clupaa ilisha, Bay, Fish. India, p. C40, pi. clxii, fig. 3. 

Sable fish ” and “ Hilsa ” of Europeans ; Palasah, Tel. ; Ptdla, Sind ; 
Oolam, Tamil ; Hga-tha-louh, Burmese ; Htha, Beng. ; Ihsha, Ooriah. 

D. 18-19. P, 15. V.9. A. 19-22. 0.19. L. 1.46-49. L.tr. 17-19. 


Length of head 4| to 4^, height of body 3| to 3| in the total 
length. Eyes — situated some distance before the middle of the length 
of the head, 1 to 1 J diam. from end of snout, and 1| apart. The pos- 
terior exti’emity ot the maxilla reaches to below the middle or even 
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In the Indus they ascend in March and April, when the river is 
swollen by the melting of Himalayan snow. They have been 
observed in the Irrawaddy in Burma as high as Mandalay, in 
October. They are excellent as food until they have deposited their 
ova, when they become thin and unwholesome. Weirs in India are 
destitute of fish-passes, and migratory fishes will probably soon be 
exterminated in rivers spanned by these obstacles. 

Hah, Persian Grulf (ascending the Tigris), the coasts of Sind, 
India, and Burma, passing up the large rivers to breed ; also the 
Malay Archipelago. I have taken ibis fish as high as Delhi, and 
Hamilton Buchanan records it from Agra and Cawnpore. 

471. (12.) Clupea kanagurta. 

Alosa kanagurta, Bleaker j Batav. Genootsch, Verhand, xxiv, Haring, 
p. 34. 

Clupea kanagurta, Day^ Fish, India^ p. 640, pi. clxii, fig. 4 (see- 
synon.). 

Keelee^ Tel. 

D.17. P.16. Y.8. A. 20-21. C. 19. L. 1.42-45. L.tr. 13-14. 

Length of body 4|, height of body 3| to 3| in the total length. 
Eyes — diameter 4 in length of head, 1 diam. from end of snout, and 
about 1 apart. Abdominal profile more convex than that of the 
back. Width of opercle about J its height. Lower jaw^ scarcely 
projects beyond the upper. The maxilla extends posteriorly to 
below the hinder third of the orbit. Fins — ventral situated rather 
behind the middle of the dorsal. regularly arranged: 

scutes 27; 11 behind the base of the ventral fin. Col^r — ^bluish 
green above, gold dotted with purple on the sides and beneath. 
Generally a row of about six or eight oval spots pass in a line from 
behind the upper edge of the opercle along the side. Upper edge 
of dorsal with a dark mark. 

Hah, East coast of Africa ; Sind, coasts of India to the Malay 
Archipelago. 

472. * (13.) Clupea toK. 

Alausa toli, Cuv, ^ Val, H. N. Poiss, xx, p. 485. 

Clupea toli, Day, Fish, India, p. C41, pi. clxii, fig. 2 (see synon.). 

Oolum, Tamil ; Doung danna, Arracan ; Fur hilishd, Chittagong. 

D. 16-17. P.14, y.9. A. 19-20. C.24. L. 1.39-40. L.tr. 13-14. 

Length of head 5 to 5^, height of body 3| to 4 in the total 
length. diameter 4| in length of head, 1 diam. from end of 

snout and also apart. Lower jaw rather projecting beyond the upper, 
which latter is notched at its extremity. Width of opercle J to | 
its height. J'lws— ventral inserted under the commencement of 
the last half of the dorsal fin. Caudal lobes longer than the head, 
especially in adult examples.' ;*egularly arranged, striated, 

and w ith crennlated edges. Scutes well developed, 17 to 18 before, 
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and 12 to 13 behind the base of the ventral fin. Psendobranchiae 
well developed. Colour — silvery, shot with yellow and purple ; a 
dark shoulder-spot in the young. 

Eah, Prom Bombay through the seas of India to the Malay 
Archipelago and China. This species attains at least 3 feet in 
length. It does not appear to ascend rivers to breed, hut is some- 
times found at their mouths. 


473. (14.) Clupea melanura. 

Alausa melaniira, Cuv» ^ Val H. K Foiss. xx, p. 441. 

Clupea melamira, Fisk In'lia^ p. 641 (see synon.). 

D.15-16. P.13, y.8. A.18-19. 0.19. L.1.38-40. L. tr. 10-11. 

Length of head 5, height of body 4 to 5 in the total length. 
Eyes — with very narrow adipose lids, diameter 3 to in length 
of head, 1 diam. from end of snout, f apart. Lower jaw rather 
longer than the upper, i'im — dorsal commences opposite to or 
slightly in front of ventral. Beales — ^in regular horizontal rows, 
with two or three raised lines along their base, 25 serrated scales 
along the abdominal edge. Oolonr — ^back blue shot with purple, 
a fine yellow line dividing it from the silvery sides and abdomen ; 
a blue spot on the opercle ; outer third of caudal lobes black. * 
Hah* Seas of India and the Malay Archipelago. 


2. Genus CORICA, Hamilton Buchanan. 

Syn. Clupeoides and Clupeichthys^ Bleeker. 

Body oblong, compressed. Lower jaw the longer. Teeth, when 
present, rudimentary and deciduous. Anal fin of moderate extent. 
Caudal forked. Scales of medium size. Abdomen serrated ; 
serration usually commencing behind the pectoral fins. 

Geographical Distribution. India to the Malay Archipelago. 


474. (1.) Corica soborna. (Pig, 116.) 

Corica soboma, Earn. Buck Fish, Gang, pp, 263, 383: 
India, p. 642, pL clxii, fig. 6 (see synon.), 

Cutwacd AUse and God-haee^ Ooiiah. 


Day^ Fish, 



Pig. 116 . — Corica sohorna, 

B. vi. D. 15-16. A, 14-16+ii. 0.19. L. 1. 40-42. L. tr. 10. 
Length of head 5| to 5|, height of body 5 to 5| in the total 
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length. %(?5-~cliameter t of length of head. Body strongly 
compressed. Fins — dorsal arises rather nearer to base of caudal 
than to snout, and rather behind the origin of the ventral s ; the 
anal has its last two rays detached. Lower lobe of caudal the 
longer. Seales — anterior to the ventral fin there are 10 or 11 ser- 
rated scales, and 7 or 8 posterior to it. Colour — silvery, with a 
light band. 

Ecib, Orissa and Bengal. Barely attaining above 2 inches in 
length. 


3. Genus PELLONA, Cuvier & Valenciennes. 

Syn. Ilishaf Gray ; Flatygaster, Swainson. 

Branchiostegals six. Body strongly compressed, the thoracic 
and abdominal edges serrated. Mouth of moderate size. Upper 
jaw generally emarginate, and shorter than the lower. Fine sharp 
teeth in the jaws, palatines, and pterygoid bones, also on the 
tongue, but none on the vomer. Dorsal fin small, median. Ven- 
trals small, inserted more in front than the dorsal; anal elongate. 
Scales large or of moderate size, rarely small. 

Owing to individual variation, species of this genus are difficult 
to distinguish, 

Geographiml Distribution, Tropical parts of the Atlantic and 
Indian Oceans, and some Indian rivers. 


Synojpsis of Indian Species, 


A. Dorsal fin almost or entirely in advance 

of the anal. 

a. Occipital ridges subparallel behind. 

L. tr. 15-16. Height of body 3f to 4 

in total 

L. tr. 16. Height of body 4^ to 4| in 

total 

L. tr. 12-18. Head 5, height of body 4 

to 4i in total 

L. tr. 13-14. Head 4-|-, height of body 
to 3| in total 

b. Occipital ridges converging behind. 

L, tr. 14. Head 4J, height of body 4J 
in total. Scutes 23 before ventrals . . 
Scutes 13 before ventrals 

B. Dorsal fin situated entirely or partially 

over the anal. 

L. I 43-44, L. tr. 14^15 

L. 1. 48-50, L. tr. 14-15 

L. 1. 48, L. tr. 10 

L.1.70 


1. P. filig&ra^ p. 380. 

2. P. elongata, p. 380. 

3. P. motms^ p. 381. 

4. P. indica^ p. 381. 


6. P. ditchela, p. 381. 
6. P. hoecenii, p. 382. 


7. P, hraehysoma, p. 382. 

8. P. megakptera, p. 382. 

9. P. sladmij p. 383. 

Ip. P. Imohmamtiiy p. 383. 
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475. (1.) Pellona fLKgera. 

Pellona filigera, Cuv. ^ VaL IT. N. Poiss, xx, p. B22 j Da^y Fish. 
India, p. 643^ pi. clxv, fig. 4 (see syrion.). 

D. 18-19. P.17. V.8. A. 46-50. 0.19. L.1.50. L. tr. 15-16. 

Lengtli of head 5|, height of bodj 3| to 4 in the total length. 
Eyes — diameter 3 in length of head, | diam. from end of snout, 
and 5 apart. Abdominal profile much more convex than that of the 
back. The posterior portions of the ridges on the occiput are 
parallel. Fins — ventral fins very short. Length of base of anal 
iin in total length excluding caudal. Caudal lobes elongated. 
Scutes well developed, 22 to 23 before, and 10 or 12 posterior to 
base of ventral fin. Colour — a coppery tinge along the back ; sides 
silvery, with mother-of-pearl reflexions. Dorsal and pectoral fins 
black-tipped. 

Hah. Bombay; growing to 1 foot in length. 

. 476. (2.) Pellona elongata. (Pig. 117.) 

Alosa elongata, Bennett, Life of Sir S. Baffles, p. 691. 

Pellona elongata, Bay, Fish. Indm, p. 643, pi. clxiv, fig. 3, and pi. 
clxv, fig. 1 (see synon.). 

Nga thyngy4 and EMbotoh thyn, Arracan : Bam Gasha, Chittagong : 
Burmese. 

D. 15-17. P.15. V.7. A. 40-49. C.17. L. 1.46-56. L.tr.14-16. 

Length of head 4| to 5|, height of body 4| to 4 j in the total 
length. Eyes — diameter 3| to 4 in length of head, 1 diam, from 
end of snout, and | apart. .Abdominal profile more convex than 
that of the back. The posterior halves of the ridges on the occiput 



Pig. 117 . — Pellona elongata. 


are nearly parallel. Ventral minute. Length of base of anal 3 to 
3J in total length excluding caudal. abdominal scutes well 

developed, 20 to 24 anterior, and 8 or 10 posterior to the base of 
the ventral fin. Colour — silvery, shot * with mother-of-pearl. 
Pins yellowish, edge of dorsal black-tipped. 

Hob. Seas of India, to the Malay Archipelago, Chinn, and Japan. 
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477. (3.) Pellona motiiis. 

Clupanodon moW Sam. Bueh. Fish. Qmiges, pp. 251, 383 
PeEona motius, Bay, Fish. India, p. 643, pi. clx-^*!ag. 3 (see synon.). 
Zh'si or uHise^ Ooriah, 

D. 16-17. P.15. Y. 7. A. 40-41. L. 1. 43-45. L.tr. 12-13. 

Lenrth o£ head 5, height of body 4 to 4^ m the total length. 
%ss-diameter 3 m lengOi of head, | diam. 4om end of snout, !nd 
2 apart. Abdommal profile more convex than that of the back 
The posterior halves of the ndges on the summit of the head are 

tongue, and palate. 2??^— length 
of base of anal j of total excludmg caudal j ventral fin nearly as 
loM M the eye. Seales— -T or 8 scutes posterior to base of venteal 
and 15 or 16 anterior to it. (7«ZoMr— silvery, with mother-of-neari 
wBexions; a bmmshed laterd band. • Some fine dots on thifins 
and along the edges of some of the scales. Caudal fin with a da^ 
outer edge ; a dark band along the middle of the dorsal 

descending as low as the coast. 
This fish does not appear to exceed about 4 inches in length. 

478. (4.) Pellona indica. 

Lardnet>s Oab. Qyel,^ Fishes, ^o. ii. 

Pefiona indica. Bay, Fish. India, p. 644, pL dxiv, fig. 4 (see synon.). 
Po<>ma-no-dah, Andamanese ; Bitehoee, TeL 

D. 17. P.16. Y. 7. A. 39^0. 0.17. L.1.44. L. tr. 13-14 

r*pS' 

TeetJi^vx^Q jaws, tongue, palatine, and pterygoid bones ^ Mrut 
leng h of b^e of ai^ 2| to 3 in total exL^g 
smaU, shorter than the eye. ^<»fes_with the edges rather roo^ 
ened ; 25 or 26 scuto, 18 between the throat and baTof vSl 
fin. ObZow-^eemsh along the back, becoming silvery shot with 
pi^e and gold on the sides and below; dorsJ fin ofi^ tippS 

peija ^“^7 ^rchi- 


♦ 


479. (5.) Pellona ditchela. 


PeUoM ditchela, Chev. ^ Val. S. N. Poiss. 
India, p. 644, pi. clxv, fig. 5 (gee synon.). 
BUchelUe, Tel. 


'XJSij 


p.314; Bay, Fish. 


D.18. P.16. Y.6. A. 36-40. a 19. L. 1. 40-44. L. tr. 14. 
Length of head 4|, height of body 4| in the total length. Eyes 
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— diameter about § of length of head, nearly 1 diam. from end of 
snout, and | apart. Abdominal profile rather more convex than 
doreal. The posterior halves of the ridges on the occiput converge. 
Teeth — ^in jaws, tongue, and palate. Fins — ventral nearly as long 
as the eye. Length of base of anal 3| in total excluding caudal. 
Scales — scutes well developed, 23 anterior and 10 posterior to base 
of ventral fin. Colour — silvery^ with a burnished lateral band, the 
upper edge of the dorsal fin rather dark. 

Hah. Coromandel coast of India. 

480. (6.) Pellona hoevenii. 

Pellona hoevemi, Bleeker^ Batav. Genootsch. VerJiand, xxiv. Having, 
p. 21 \ Bay, Fish, India, p. 644, pi. clxv, fig. 6 (see synon.). 

B. 18. P.17, y. 7. A. 36. L. 1. 43. L. tr. 13. 

Length of head height of body 3| in the total length. Eyes 
— diameter 2| to 3 in the length of the head, | diam. from end of 
snout, and 1 apart. Abdominal profile rather more convex than 
dorsal. The posterior halves of the ridges on the occiput meet 
posteriorly. Teeth — on the jaws, tongue, palatine, and pterygoid 
bones ; also along a small accessory bone between the premaxilla- 
ries and the superior maxillary. Fins — length of base of anal 3^ 
in total excluding catldal. Ventral small, shorter than the eye. 
Scales — with the edges almost smooth ; 22 scutes, 13 anterior to 
base of ventral. Colour — ^greenish along the back, becoming silvery 
with mother-of-pearl reflexions on the sides and beneath. 

Hah, Coromandel coast of India (where this fish abounds) to the 
Malay Archipelago. 

481. (7.) Pellona brachysoma. 

Pellona brachysoma, Bleeker, Batav, Genootsch, Verhand, xxiv, Haring, 
p. 22 5 Bay, Fish, India, p. 645, pi. clriv, fig. 2 (see synon.). 

Fatmia puiee, Ooriah, 

B. 16-17. JP. 16. y. 7. A. 46-51. C. 17. L. 1. 43-44. L. tr. 14-15. 

Length of head 4:^ to 4|, height of body to 3^ in the total 
length. Eyes — diameter 3 in the length of bead, diam. from end 
of snout, and | apart. Abdominal profile more convex than dorsal. 
The posterior halves of the ridges on the occiput are nearly 
parallel. Fins — ^last few dorsal rays extend over anal. Ventral 
small. Length of base of anal 2| to 2| in total excluding caudal. 
Scales — 18 scutes anterior to ventral fin, and 8 posterior to it. 
Golowr — golden glossed with purple. 

Hal, Seas of India to the Malay Archipelago. 

482. (8.) Pellona megaloptera. 

Platygastcr megalopterus, Swainson, Lardner's Cab, Cycl,, Fishes, %o, 
ii. p. 294. 
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Pellona megaloptera, l)ay^ Fish. India^ p. 645, pi. clxv, fig. 2 (see 
sjnon.), 

Janffarlooj Tel. 

D, 17-18. P.17. V.7. A. 43-50. C. 17. L. 1.48-50. L.tr. 14-15. 

Length of head 4| to 4|, height of body 3| to 4 in the total 
length. Eyes — diameter 2| to 3 in the length of the head, f diam. 
from end of snout, and | apart. Abdominal profile slightly more 
convex than dorsal. The posterior halves of the occipital ridges are 
parallel. Fivis — ^last few dorsal rays are above the commencement 
of the anal. Pectoral reaches to above the ventral, which last is 
not half so long as the eye, and is sometimes entirely absent. 
Length of base of anal nearly ^ of total excluding caudal. 8c(des — 

22 scutes anterior, and 8 posterior to the ventral fin. 

Hah. Seas of India to the Malay Archipelago. 

483. (9.) Pellona sladeni. 

Pellona sladeni, Day^ P. Z. 8. 1869, p. 623 ; Fish. India, p. 645, 
pi. clxiv, fig. 1. 

L. 13. P. 11. T.7. A, 44. 0.21. L. 1. 48. L. tr. 10. 

Length of head 5, height of body 5| in the total length. Eyes — 
diameter 4 in length of head, 1 diam. from end of snout. Eidges 
on the occiput slightly diverge behind. Fins — first two dorsal rays 
in advance of the remainder of the former fin over the latter. 
Pectoral reaches to nearly the end of the ventral, which is small. 

23 spiny scales on the abdominal profile anterior to the ventral 
fins, and 10 posterior to them. Colour — silvery, opercles golden ; 
caudal edged with black. 

Hah. Irrawaddy, as high as Mandalay. 

484. (10.) Pellona leschenaxiltii 

Pellona leschenaultii, ^ Val. S. N. Foiss. xx, p. 313 ] Hay, 
Fish. India, p. 646 (see syiton.). 

D.21. P, 17. Y.8. A. 42. 0.27. L. 1. 70. 

Height of body nearly 4 in the total length. Teeth — very distinct 
in premaxillaries and mandibles. Fins — pectoral large and rounded 
towards its extremity, and extendmg beyond the insertion of the 
ventrals, which are small, and arise about eight or nine rows of 
scales nearer the head than the origin of the dorsal. Anal elon- 
gated. Colour silvery. 

Hah. A single dried example (20 inches long) was brought from 
Pondicherry. 


4. denus OPISTHOPTEBUS, aill. 

Syn. Frktiyaster, sp., Cuv. 

Branchiostegals six. Body oblong, coi^pressed. The lower jaw 
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projecting. Small sharp teeth in the jaws, palatines, pterygoids, 
and tongue ; none on the vomer. Dorsal fin situated above the 
anal, which has many rays ; ventrals absent. Scales of moderate 
or small size, very deciduous. Abdominal serration well developed. 

This genus is closely allied to the last, the chief difference being 
absence of ventral fins. Occasionally examples of Pellona are seen 
in which these fins are deficient. 

485. (1.) Opistiopterus tartoor. (Fig. 118.) 

Pristigaster tartoor, Ciw. ^ Val H, N, Poiss, xx, p, 328. 

Opisthopteriis tartoor, Fkh. India, p. 646, pi. clxiii, fig. 5 (see 
synon.). 

D. 15-17. P. 14. A. 56-63. 0. 17. L. 1. 50. L. tr. 12. 

Length of head 5| to 5|, height of body 3| to 4 in the total 
length. Eyes — diameter 2|- to 3 in length of head. Fins — the 
pectoral, somewhat longer than the head, reaches to over the first 
anal ray j caudal forked. Scales — 28 to 32 spines along the lower 



Pig. 118. — O'pisthypt&rus ta/rtoor. 

profile. Gill-rakers about 28, and nearly as long as the eye, 
Pseudobranchias well developed. Colour — silvery. 

HaK From Gwadnr in Baluchistan and Sind, through the seas 
of India to the Malay Archipelago ; attaining at least 9 inches in 
length. 


5. Genus RACONDA, Gray. 

Syn. ApUrygia, Gray, 

This genus differs from the last in having no dorsal fin. The 
only species is more abundant along the coast of India than in the 
Malay Archipelago. 


486. (1.) Raconda russeUiana. (Fig, 119.) 

Raconda russeliana, Gray, Zool, Misc, p. 9 j Pay, Fish. India, p. 646, 
pi. clxiii, fig. 4 (see synon.). 

Fga thendoong, Burmese, 


CITJPEID^. 


385 


P* 13. A, 92. . 0. 19. L. 1. 64. L. tr. 12. 

Length of head 6| to 7, height of body 4^ to 4| in the total 
length.^ Eyes — diameter 3 to 3| in length of head. The end of 
lower jaw forms a portion of the dorsal profile, which is concaye 
aboye the orbit, whilst the anterior portion of the abdominal pro- 
file is very convex. Fins — upper pectoral ray enlarged ; caudal 
deeply forked, the lower lobe the longer. Scales — from 31 to 38 



Fig. 119. — Baco7ida russellima. 


weak scutes along tbe abdominal edge. PseudobranchisB well 
developed. Colour — a narrow dark bluish band along the back, 
succeeded by a light bronze line, which is divided by a lighter and 
wider band from a broad silvery one passing from the head to the 
caudal fin. A deep brown or black spot on the shoulder. The 
young are purple with a silvery band along the side. 

Hah, Bay of Bengal to the Malay Archipelago. The young are 
common in the Sundarbans. 


Second group. OHATOESSIlSrA. 

6. Genus CICATOESSTJS, Cuvier & Valenciennes. 

Syn. Dorosomaf Kafinesque i Gcnostoma^ v. Hasselt j Anodontostomaj 
,Bleeker. 

Branchiostegals from four to six (six in Indian species). Body 
oval, short, deep, and moderately compressed ; with a sharp, ser- 
rated abdominal edge. Snout overhanging a rather narrow trans- 
verse mouth. Teeth absent from jaws. Anal fin commencing 
behind the dorsal ; caudal forked. Air-bladder large, rounded 
anteriorly, pointed posteriorly. Csecal pylori numerous. Pseudo- 
branchise well developed. 

Geographical Distrihuiion. Coasts and rivers of India, Burma, 
Malayasia, and North and Central America. 

Synopsis of Indian Species, 

A. Last dorsal ray not prolonged. 

L. 1. 40-42, L. tr. 13-14 1. C. chaounda, p. 386. 

L. 1. 47, L. tr. 17 2. C, modestus^ p. 386. 

L. 1. 58-63, L. tr. 22-24 3. C. manminna^ p. 386. 

B. Last dorsal ray prolonged 4. C. nasus, p. 387. 

2o 
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487. (1.) Chatoessus chacimda. 

Olupanodon chacunda, Ham. BucTi. Fish. Ganges^ pp. 246, 883. 

Cliatoessus cliacunda, Bay, Fuji. India ^ p. 632, pi. clx, fig. 8 (see 
synon.), 

Muddemii Tel.; Kore-paig-daliy Andamanese; Nev^ Marathi; Nga^- 
tey'-mee^ Arracan. 

D. 17-19. P.15. Y.8. A. 19-20. C.19. L. 1.40-42. L.tr. 13-14. 

Length of head 4^ to 5, height of body 2| to 2| in the total 
length, dorsal without elongated ray. Ventral inserted 

below the middle of the dorsal fin. Beales — with smooth edges, 
regularly arranged; 28 spines along the abdominal and thoracic 
edge, 16 or 17 of \-\hich are anterior to the ventral fin. Colour — 
golden shot with purple, lines formed of spots along the rows of 
scales in the upper third of the body; a black spot on the 
shoulder. 

Hah. Seas and estuaries of India and Burma to the Malay Archi- 
pelago ; attaining at least 8 inches in length. 

488. (2.) Chatoessus modestus. 

Chatoessus modestus, Day, P. Z. S. 1869, p. 622 ; FisJi. India, p. 683, 
pi. clx, fig. 1, 

D. 14-16. P. 16. V. 8. A. 27-28. C. 21. L. 1. 47. L. tr. 17. 

Length of head 6 to 54, height of body 2| to 3 in the total 
length. Profile above the nape slightly concave, then a great rise 
to the base of the dorsal fin; abdominal profile equally convex with 
dorsal. Fins — ventral inserted somewhat in advance of the origin 
of the dorsal. Beales — regularly arranged, wdth smooth edges, 17 
or 18 serrations anterior to the ventral fin, and 11 to 12 posterior 
to it. ^Colour — yellowish shot with purple. 

Hah. Along the Bassein Eiveras high as the Een-gay-gyee Lake, 
also the Salween at Moulmein. Many specimens were taken up 
to 54 inches in length. 

489. (3.) Chatoessus mamninna. 

Olupanodon mamninna. Ham Buch. Fish. Ganges, pp. 247, 888. 

Chatoessus manminna. Bay, Fish. India, p. 638, pi. ck, fig. 2 (see 
synon.). 

Machundi, Ooriah. 

D. 14-15. P. 15. y. 8. A, 22-24. L. 1. 58-63. L. tr. 22-24. 

Length of head 41 to 5, height of body 3| to 3|- in the total 
length. Pw— dorsal commences slightly in advance of the origin 
of the ventral, its last ray is slightly prolonged. Caudal deeply 
forked, low’er lobe the longer. Beales — irregularly arranged; 
scutes strong, 17 between throat and base of ventral fin, and 13 
behind it. Colour — silvery glossed with gold; cheeks purplish; 
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back with a bluish-green tint, and usnallj a black spot on the 
shoulder. Tins yellowish, the dorsal and caudal with dark outer 
edges. 

Hob, Fresh waters of Sind, and the districts watered by the 
Indus and its branches, also the affluents and main streams of the 
Ganges, Jumna, Brahmaputra, and Mahanadi. This fish attains 
at least 11 inches in length. 

490. (4). Chatoessus nasus. (Fig. 120.) 

Clupea nasus, Bloch, Ich, t. 429, fig. 1. 

Chatoessus nasus, Bay, Fish. India, p. 634, pi. clx, fig. 4 (see synon.). 

Noonah, Mai. ; Muddu candai, Tam. ; Kome, Tel. and Ooriah. 

D. 15-17. A. 22-24. C. 19. L. 1. 46-50. L. tr. 18-19. 

Length of head 4| to 5, height of body 3| to in the total 
length. Finjs — last dorsal ray elongated, in some examples reach- 
ing to the base of the caudal fin. Ventral inserted under the 
anterior dorsal rays. BcdLes — with serrated edges, regular; 28 
scutes along the abdominal and thoracic edge, about 15 of which 
are anterior to the ventral fin. Colour — back greyish green, the 



Fig. 120 . — Chatoessus nasiis. 

centre of each scale in the first seven rows the darkest, thus form- 
ing horizontal lines, the lower of which do not extend to the 
caudal. Abdomen whitish, shot with gold, A bluish spot (some- 
times absent) on the shoulder. Preopercle of a brilliant golden 
tint. Dorsal greenish yellow, the posterior margin stained blackish. 
Pectoral, ventral, anal, and caudal yellowish, the last with a dark 
extremity. 

Hah. Seas of India to the Malay Archipelago and Philippine 
Islands. This species is good eating, but bony. 


2o 2 
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Third group, ENaEAULmA. 

7- Genus ENGEAULIS, Cuvier. 

SfohpJioruSj Lac4pede : Tkryssa and Telaraf Cuvier ; Setipinna, 
Swainson ; FtermgrauliSj LycengrmdiSf Lycothrisbaj and KeUrothrma, 
Giinther. 

Eranehwtegals short and rather numerous. Gill-openings wide, 
the membrane connecting the two sides short, thus leaving the 
isthmus uncovered. Body oblong or elongated, compressed, and 
serrated along the abdominal edge. Cleft of mouth deep, oblique; 
snout conical \ the upper jaw generally the longer ; maxillaries of 
varying length, but always long, having a membranous attachment 
to the cheeks. ^ Teeth small, sometimes of unequal size, usually 
present on the jaws, vomer, palatine and pterygoid bones. Scales 
large or of moderate size. 

^ Geographical Distribution, Temperate and tropical seas and 
livers. 


Synopsis of Indian Species, 
a. Dorsal fin in advance of anal. 

A. 40-41, L. L 44, L. tr. 11-12. Snout 
slightly projecting. Maxilla nearly 
A pectoral fin 1. U, hamiltonii, p. 389. 

A. 40-43, L.L 39-40, L.tr. 11-12. Height ^ 

of ^hody 8| in total. Maxilla reaches 

2. JK malabaricus, p. 389. 


gill-o;^ 

A# 36-38, L. 1. 46, L. tr. 12. 


Maxilla 


. pectoral fin S. mystax, p. 390. 

A. 34-88, L. 1. 36-88, L. tr. 9-i6. Masdlia 

A af.® W ^ammcdenm, p. 890. 

r \ P- 891. 

A. 3A.88, L. I. 86-44, L. tr. 11. Maxilla 

A oa® fetiroatris, p. 391. 

A. 84^6, L. 1.40-42, L.tr. 9-10. MaTill. .. 

reaches to origin of yentral fin 7. K dussumieri, p. 391. 

iJorsal fin partly or entirely above anal. 
a*. Upper pectoral ray elongate. 

A. 70-80, L. 1. 62, L. tr. 14. Snout 

A ................ 8. K telara, p. 392. 

A. 60-64, L. I. 64-66, L. tr. 14. Lower 

jaw ^gh% prominent 9. JE. breok^a, p. 892. 

A. 61^7, L. 1. 42-46, L. tr. 12. Snout ' 

^ghtly projecting 10. .B. <<%, p. 898. 

b\ Upper pectoral ray not elongate; abroad * 

silvery lateral band. 


A. 4^ 

P.T6-16, A. 19-21. Maxilla reaches 


11. D, purava^ p. 393. 


gill-opening 12. 


commei^scmiamiSf 


A. 19. Maxilla enlarged and truncated r-n 

14. .B. !fn, p. 396. 


394 . 
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491. (1.) Eagranlis hamiltonii. 

Thryssa hamiltonii^ Gray ^ JSardio. Ml. Mid. Zool. ii, pi. 92, fig. 3. 

Engraulis hamiltonii, May^ Fish. India, p. 625, pi. clvii, fig. 4 (see 
synon ). 

Poorawah, Tel. 

B.xii. D.1 + 13. P.12. V.7. A. 40-41. 0. 19. L.L44. L. tr. 11-12. 

Length of head to 5J, height of body 4| in the*total length. 
Eyes — 4^ diameters in length of head, f diam. from end of snout, 
^d 1 apart. Snout slightly in advance of the end of the lower 
jaw ; the maxilla nearly reaches the base of the pectoral fin. Fins 
— pectoral reaches to above the middle of the small ventral. Anal 
commences behind the vertical from the last dorsal ray. Scales — 
scutes strong, 16 anterior to the ventral, and 10 posterior. Pseudo- 
branchiae rudimentary. Golour — bronze along the back, divided in 
the fresh state by a silvery band from the purple-and-gold tinted 
abdomen. Black venules on the shoulder behind the upper half of 
the opercle. Pins yellow, dorsal sometimes edged with black. 

Hah. Sind, through seas of India to the Malay Archipelago. 

492. (2.) Engraulis malaharicus. (Eig. 121.) 

Olupea malabarica, Bloch, Ich. pi. 432. 

Engraulis malaharicus, Bay, Fish. India, p. 625, pi. clvii, fig. 6 (see 
synon.). 

Monangoo, Mai. ,* Poor^relan, Tam. j Poorwa, Tel. 

B. xii. B. 1 + 14-15. P.14. A. 40-43. C. 20. L. 1. 39-40. L. tr.11-12. 

Length of head 5, height of body 3| in the total length. Eyes — 
diameter 4| in length of head, f ^am. from end of snout, and IJ 



Fig. 121 , — Engraulis malahanous. 


apart. Snout slightly in advance of the lower jaw. Maxilla ex- 
pands posteriorly to the gill-opening. Fim — anal commences 
behind the vertical from the last dorsal ray. Pectoral reaches the 
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base of the ventral. Scales — regularly arranged ; 17 scutes before 
and 9 or 10 behind the base of the ventral fin. Pseudobranchiae 
rudimentary. Qohur — silvery shot with gold and purple ; black 
venules on the shoulders. Pins yellow ; dorsal and end of caudal 
edged with dark ; pectoral sometimes, but not usually, black. 

Eah Coasts of Sind and through the seas of India. 


493. (3.) Engraulis mystax. 

Olupea mystax, Bh Sohn. Si/st. Ich, p. 426, t.83. 

Engraulis mystax, Bay, Fish. India, p, 625, pi. clvii, fig. 3 (see 
synon.). 

Rcmpyshia, Chittagong. 

B. xii-xiv. D. 1 + 13-15. P. 12. V.7. A. 35-38. 0. 19. L.l. 45. L.tr.l2. 

Length of head 5, height of body 4§ to 4| in the total length, 
diameter 4J in length of head, 1 diam. from end of snout, 
and 1-^ apart. The maxilla extends backwards to opposite the base 
of the pectoral fin. Fim — anal commences just posterior to the 
last dorsal ray ; pectoral extends to the last third of the small 
ventral. Scales — 9 strong scutes behind the ventral fin and 16 
or 17 weaker before it. Pseudobranchise rudimentary. Colour — 
black venules over the scapular region ; the dorsal and caudal 
yellow, the latter having a black upper and posterior end, at least 
in the young, 

Eah, Seas and estuaries of India to the Malay Archipelago and 
China. 


494. (4.) Engraulis kammalensis. 

Engraulis kammalensis, Bleeher, Batav. GenooUch. Verlmid, xxii, 
Madura, p. 13 j Bay, Fish, India, p. 626, pi. clvii, fig. 1 (see synon.). 

B.x.-xi. D.l + 13-14. P,12. A.34-38. 0.19. L.1.36-38. L.lr.9-10. 

Length of head 4|, height of body 4 in the total length. Eyes 
— diameter 4 in length of head, 1 diam. from end of snout and 
also apart. Maxilla extending backwards to opposite the gill- 
opening. Fins — ^pectoral reaches to base of small ventral, which is 
inserted rather in advance of dorsal ; anal commences a short dis- 
tance behind the last dorsal ray. Scales — 14 scutes before and 
8 behind the base of the ventrd fin. Pseudobranchise rudimen- 
tary. Colour — silvery, tinged with gold ; the upper portion of 
the head, dorsal, and caudal fins yellowish, with numerous fine 
black dots. Dark venules on the shoulder, extending indistinctly 
over the back. 

Rah, Ceylon, Bay of Bengal to the Malay Archipelago ; attaining 
about 6 inches in length. 
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495. (5.) Engraulis balama. 

Olapea bselama, Forsk, JDeser, Anim. p. 72. 

Engraulis boslatni; Dai/y Fish. India, p. 626, pi. clviii, fig. 7 (see 
sjnon.). 

B.xi. D. 14-16. P.13. V.7. A. 29-32. C. 20. L.1.41. L.tr.8. 

Length of head 4J, height of body 5 in the total length. Eyes 
— diameter 4 in length of head, nearly 1 diam. from end of snout, 
and 1 apart. Snout pointed, and projecting considerably beyond 
the end of the jaws. Maxilla reaching slightly beyond the mandi- 
bular joint. Fins — anal commences a short distance behind the 
last dorsal ray. Pectoral nearly reaches the ventral, which is in- 
serted below the anterior dorsal rays. Scales — regularly arranged ; 
scutes very indistinct, not extending above halfway between base 
of the pectoral and ventral fins, 4 or 5 being before and 8 or 9 
behind the base of the latter. Colour — ^bluish above, becoming silvery 
on the sides and beneath ; head glossed with gold. 

Hah, Prom the Eed Sea and coast of Zanzibar, through the seas 
of India to the Andamans ; also recorded by (4iinther from My sol 
and Manado. 


496. (6.) Engraulis setirostris. 

Olupea setirostris, Bromsonet, Ich. dec. i. tab. 

Engraulis setirostris, Day, Fish. India, p. 626 (see synon.). 

Yeha-poorawah, Tel. 

B. x-xi. D. 1 + 14-16. P. 14. V. 6. A.84-38. 0. 17. L.l. 36-44. L. tr.ll. 

Length of head Sf to 6|, height of body 4J to 5 in the total 
length. Eyes — diameter 3| to 4 in length of head, | diam. from 
end of snout, and 1 apart. Snout hardly projecting. The maxil- 
lary very prolonged, extending to the posterior end of the ventral 
fin or even beyond. Fins — the anal commences just posterior to 
the last dorsal ray. Abdominal edge spiny; 17 spines before 
and 9 behind the insertion of the ventral fin. Colour — ^greenish 
along the back, becoming silvery on the sides and beneath. Black 
venules in the region of the scapula. 

Hah. Prom the Eed Sea through the seas of India to the Malay 
Archipelago. 


497. (7.) Engraulis dussumieri. 

Engraulis dussumieri. Cm. ^^Val. H. N. Poiss. xxi, p. 69; Day, Fish, 
India, p. 627, pi. clviii, fig. 4 (see synon.). 

B.xii. D.1+13-15. P.12, y.7. A.34-36. 0.17. L.1.40-42. L.tr.9-10. 

Length of head 4 J to 4|, height of body 4| to 4|- in the total 
length. Eyes — diameter 4 in length of head, ^ diam. from end of 
snout, and 1 apart. The snout projects considerably over the 
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mouth. The maxilla elongated posteriorly and almost or quite 
reaching the ventral fin. Fins — dorsal situated entirely in advance 
of anal. Pectoral as long as head without the snout. Ventral in- 
serted slightly in advance of the vertical from the origin of the 
do-c^al. Lower caudal lobe the longer. 7 or 8 strong spines 
behind the ventral fin, and 13 or 14 anterior to it. Pseudo- 
branchiae rudimentary. Colour — coppery, becoming silvery below, 
a large black shoulder-spot passing over the back. Caudal straw- 
coloured, with a dark extremity. 

Hah. Seas of India to the Malay Archipelago. 


498. (8.) Engraulis telara. 

Clupea telara, Ham. Bach. Fish. Ganges^ pp. 241, 382, pi. ii, fig. 72. 

Engraulis telara, Day, Fish. India, p 627, pi. clviii, fig. 2 (see synon.). 

Tampara, Ooriah ; Nga pyd, Nga tanrdt, and Hga out pka, Burmese. 

B.xii-xiii. D.14- 14-15. P.15. V.7. A. 70-80. C.19. L.1.52. L.tr.14. 

Length of head 6 to 7, height of body 4^ in the total length. 
Eyes — diameter 4^ in length of head, f diam. from end of snout, 
and 1^ apart. The maxilla extends to opposite the gill-opening. 
Fins — origin of dorsal slightly posterior to that of anal, much 
nearer to snout than to base of caudal fin. Pectoral with its upper 
ray elongated to opposite the centre of anal fin (in some examples 
this ray is only slightly produced), whilst the fin itself extends to 
opposite the posterior end of the ventral ; lower caudal lobe the 
longer, the upper truncated ; base of the anal fin considerably more 
than half the total length without the caudal fin. Scales — 7 spiny 
scales behind the ventral and 15 or 16 before it. Pseudobranchise 
rudimentary. Golov/r — greenish along back, becoming silvery dashed 
with gold along the abdomen ; dorsal and caudal yellow, the upper 
lobe of the caudal and the upper margin of the dorsal stained black ; 
pectoral in the young yellowish, but in the adult of a deep blue- 
black, except the elongated ray, which is usually uncoloured in its 
posterior three fourths ; ventral and anal uncoloured. 

Hah. Orissa, Bengal, Cacbar, and Burma, in which latfer country 
I have taken it as high up as Mandalay. This fish attains at least 
16 inches in length. 


499. (9.) Engraulis hreviceps. 

Engraulis breviers, Cantor, J.A.SB. xviii, p. 1288; Catal. Mat. 
Fish. p. 306 ; Day, Fith. India, p. 628 (see synon.). 

B. xvi-xix.I).l+17. P.14. Y.7. A. 60-64. 0.17.L.1.54-56.L.tr.l4. 

Length of head 7 to 7f, height of body 4 to 4| in the total 
leng'th. Eyes — diameter 5| to 6 in length of head, f diam. from 
end of snout, and 1 to 1 ^ apaii;. Lower jaw slightly the longer ; 
maxilla truncated opposite the mandibular joint. Fins — ^pectoral 
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with its upper ray prolonged* Anal commences somewhat in ad- 
vance of the dorsal, the length of its base being equal to half the 
total length excluding the caudal fin. Scales — the whole of the 
abdominal edge serrated. Golour — greenish yellow on the back, 
becoming silvery on the sides and beneath ; the body with ^pme 
dark blotches in its upper half. Fins yellow, the dorsal, caudal, 
and last half of the anal having dark margins. 

Hah, Bay of Bengal to the Malay Archipelago. 

500, (10.) Engraulis taty. 

Engraulis taiy, Qm. ^ VaL H, N. Pom. xxi, p. 60 j Fish. Pidia, 
p. 628, pi. clviii, fig. 5 (see synon.). 

B.xi-xii. D. 1+13-15. A. 51-57, C,19, L. 1.42-46. L.tr.l2. 

Length of head 6 to 6^ (5| in the very young), height of body 
3| to 4 in the total length. Eyes — diameter 4 in length of head, 
^ to I diam. from end of snout, and 1§ apart. The maxilla extends 
backwards beyond the mandibular joint, posteriorly it is truncated. 
Mns — the anal is nearly half as long as the total length excluding 
the caudal fin ; it begins below the middle of the dorsal; first pec- 
toral ray having (but not invariably) a long filamentous ending. 
Caudal lobed, the lower the longer. Scales — 12 scutes posterior 
to the base of the ventral fin, and about 23 anterior to it. Golour 
— ^upper surface of head and back green or greenish yellow, 
sparingly dotted vdth black ; sides, abdomen, cheeks, and opercles 
silvery ; dorsal, caudal, and anal yellow, some black dots on dorsal. 
Ventrals and pectorals yellowish, the latter sometimes dark. The 
edges and posterior margins of the caudal blackish. 

Hah. Seas and estuaries of India and the Malay Archipelago. 
This fish attains at least 6 inches in length, and is eaten either 
fresh or salted. 


501. (11.) Engraulis purava. 

Engraulis purava, Cktv. ^ Vd. H. H, Poiss. xxi, p. 65 ; Day^ Fish. 

India, p. 628, pL clvii, fig. 2 (see synon.). 

Ptssai, Ooriah; Nga hah and Showk-a-thin, Arracan; Pcddah-^poor- 
aicah, Tel. , 

B.xii. D.1 + 13, P.15. V,6. A. 45-47. L.1.46. L.tr.l2. 

Length of head 5 j to 6, height of body 4^ to 4^ in the total 
length. Eyes — diameter 4| to 5 in length of head,"|- diam. from 
end of snout, and 1 apart. The maxilla reaches nearly to the base 
of the pectoral fin. Ffns— pectoral reaches the ventral, which does 
not extend halfway to the base of the anal. Anal commences be- 
neath the posterior dorsal rays. Scales — ^in regular horizontal 
lines, with a fine row at the base of the dorsal and anal fins ; there 
are 15 or 16 spiny scales between the throat and the base of the 
ventral fin, and 10 or 11 between the ventral and the base of the 
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anal. Colour — silvery, steel-blue along tbe back, and with a 
golden tinge about tbe head. Dorsal and caudal fins yellowish ; 
the others uncoloured. 

Hal, Seas and estuaries of Sind and both sides of India, also the 
Malay Archipelago ,• attaining at least 12 inches in length, 

502. (12.) Engraulis commersonianus. 

Stolephoriis commersonianus, Laciphde, R. R. Poiss. v, p. 382, t. xii, 
fig. 1.^ 

Engraulis commersonianus, Bay, Fish, India, p. 629, pi. clviii, fig. 1 
(see synon ). 

B.xi-xiii. D.14-16. P.15-16, A. 19-21. 0,19. L.L38-40. L.tr,8-9. 

Length of head 5 to 5|, height of body 5^ to 5| in total length. 
Fyes—3^ diameters in length of head, to | diam. from end of 
snout, and nearly 1 apart. Snout projecting considerably beyond 
and overhanging the mouth. Tbe maxilla continued to 'the gill- 
opening. i^m5---dorsal commences behind ventrals. Anal com- 
mences below middle of dorsal. Pseudobranchiae well developed. 
Colour — silvery, greenish above ; opercles shining silvery shot with 
gold, A large black spot, sometimes indistinct, just behind the 
occiput, A broad silvery band passes from tbe centre of the gill- 
opening to the tail, becoming wider behind. Abdomen light buff- 
colour, Pins yellowish, with minute black dots. Byes silvery ; 
orbital margin dark. 

^ Hah, Seas of India to the Malay Archipelago, This attains to 
aoout 8 inches in length, and is much esteemed for eating. It is 
known as “ Whitebait ” amongst Europeans, and is captured in 
India in great numbers. In the Straits Cantor states that large 
quantities are preserved for exportation to China and India. 


503. (13.) Engraulis indicus. 

Enpaulis indicus, F. ITasselt, Algeni, Konst. -Lett erh. 1823, p, 329 : 

Bay, Fish, India, p. 629, pL clviii, fig. 3 (see synon.), 

Nattooj Tel. ; N'etteVsej Tam. ; Zoo-voo.cart^ddhj Andaio. 

D. 15-16, P. 15. V.7. A. 19. 0. 19. L. 1.40. L.tr.8-9. 

:^gth of be^ 4| to 5, height of body 6 to 6^ in the total 
length. Ayes— dmmeter 3^ in length of head, | to | diam. from 
™ of snout, and 1 apart. Maxilla truncated opposite the man- 
dihular joint. Mm ^first half of dorsal in advance of the origin 
ot tbe anal very deciduous j 4 scutes before the base of 

the ventral fin. Pseudobranchiss present. (7oZom»— sUvery, dashed 
With green along the hack, and sometimes some dark spots behind 
the occiput. A brilliant sUvery band passes from opposite the 
upper edge of the eye to the middle of the caudal fin. 

rivS^' Malay Archipelago, ascending tidal 
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504. (14.) Engranlis tri, 

Engraulls tri, Bleeker^ Batmu Genootsoh. Verhand, xxiv, JSanng, 
p. 40 ; Bay^ Fish, India^ p. 630, pi clviii, fig. 6 (see synon,). 

B. xi. D. 1+14-15. P. 13. Y. 7. A. 20-22. 0. 17. L. 1. 38. L. tr. 8. 

Length of head 5 to 5|, height of body 5 to 5| in. the total 
length. Eyes — diameter 3^ in length of head, i to | diam. from 
end of snout, and 1 apart. Snout projecting cousiderably beyond 
the jaws. Maxilla reaching to the gill-opening. Fins — ventrals in- 
serted on a line anterior to origin of dorsal. Anal commences under 
middle of dorsal. Seahs — ^regularly arranged and not very decidu- 
ous. Pour long slender scutes before ventral fin. Golou^r — silvery 
shot with purple. A silvery band passes from opposite the eye to 
the base of the caudal fin ; a dark spot behind occiput. 

Hah, Prom Bombay through the seas and estuaries of India to 
the Malay Archipelago. This fish ascends the Hooghly as high as 
Calcutta. It attains about 4 inches in length. 


8. Genus COILIA, Gray. 

Syn. MystuSy Lac^p. ; Trkhosoma^ Swains. ; CkcetonmSj McClelland j 
Colmj Schleg. ; Leptonurus^ Bleeker. 

Branchiostegals nine to eleven. Body elongated, compressed, and 
tapering to a pointed tail ; abdomen trenchant and serrated. Snout 
pointed and projecting. Mouth cleft to behind the eye; the 
maxilla produced behind. Teeth on the jaws, vomer, palatine, and 
pterygoid bones, also on the tongue, A single rather short dorsal 
fin placed in the anterior portion of the back ; anal elongated and 
confluent with the caudal ; some of the upper pectoral rays pro- 
duced into moderately thick filaments. Scales of moderate or 
small size. 

Geographical Distribution, Indian and Chinese seas and estuaries. 

Synopsis of Indian Species, 

A. The manlla does not extend behind the 

head. 

P. 5-6+xii, A. 116, L, 1. 55 1. C, reynaldi^ p. 396. 

P. 6+vi, A. 95-110, L. 1. 70 2. C. ramcarati, p. 396. 

P. 6+vi, A. 75, L. 1. 58 3. C, cantoris, p. 396, 

P. 6+vi, A. 42 4 C.quadrige8%mali8,p.Z^7, 

B. The maxilla extends behind the head. 

P. 9+v-vi, A. 105. Two or three rows 

of roimd yellow spots 5. C, dmsumieri, p. 397. 

P. 6+ix-xii, A. 77-95. No spots .... 6. C, bormensis, p. 398. 
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505. (1.) Coilia reynaldi. 

Ooilia reynaldi, €uv. Val, H, N. Foiss, xxi, p, 81 ) Day^ Fuh, Irdia, 
p. 630" (see synon.). 

B.ix. D.1+14. P.5-6+xii. 7.6. A.116. C.IO. L.1.55. L.tr.10-11. 

Length of head 7, height of body 6 in the total length. Eyes — 
diameter 4 in length of head, 1 diam. from end of snout, and 1| 
apart. The maxHla extends nearly to the end of the operclesl 
jyifjns — ^the dorsal commences in the first fourth of the total 
length \ the anal under the dorsal or slightly behind its posterior 
margin; a spine just before the dorsal. Pectoral short, the 
upper rays prolonged nearly to the middle of the body. Anal 
more than two thirds the total length. Scales — 12 sharp spines 
along the abdominal edge, which is serrated in front of the ventrals. 
Colour — silvery white, with pinkish reflexions. 

Eah. The iloogbly at Calcutta. 

506. (2.) Coilia ramcarati. 

Mystus ramcarati, Earn, Buck, Msh, Oanges, pp. 233, 382. 

Ooilia ramcarati, Bay, Fish India^ p. 631, pL clix, fig. 2 (see synon.). 

B.xi. D.1+14. P.6+vi. 7.12. A. 95-110. L.1.70. L.tr.9-10. 

Length of head 6, height of body 5| in the total length. Eyes 
— diameter 5 in length of head, f diam. from end of snout, and 1 J 
apart. Maxilla dilated above the mandibular joint, behind which 
it is truncated. The distance between the snout and dorsal fin is 
one fourth of the total length. Fms — the six lower pectoral rays 
are very short and almost concealed in a scaly sheath ; the free 
ones reach to about the middle of the length of the fish. 7entral 
inserted slightly before the front edge of the dorsal. The length 
of the anal is about two thirds of the distance between the gill- 
opening and base of the caudal fin, the upper ray of the latter fin 
being the longest. Scales — 5 spiny before and 10 or 11 behind 
base of ventral fin. Pseudobranchim present. Colour — generally 
golden, with a darkish stain behind the gill-opening. The last 
half of the anal and the whole of the caudal blackish. 

Eah, Eivers and estuaries of Bengal. 

507. (30 Coilia cantoris. 

Ooilia cantoris, Bleeher, Batav, Genoofsch. Verkand. xxv, Beng, pp, ‘74, 
148 ; Bay, FM, India, p. 631. 

Eya hyang vM, Burmese. 

B.ix. D. 1 + 13. P.6+vi. 7.7. A. 75. C.IO. L. 1. 58. 

Length of head 6, height of body 6f in the total length. Eyes 

diameter 4| in length of head, | diam. from end of snout. The 
maxilla not extending to the branchial aperture. Fins — dorsal 
commencing in the second fourth of the length of the body. 
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Pectoral rays short, the free ones not reaching so far as to the 
anal fin. Length of base of anal rather above one half the total 
length. Beales — 5 spines on the abdominal edge before the ventral 
fin and 10 behind it. Colour — without marks. 

Eah, One young example, nearly 4 inches long, was captured 
in the Hooghly. The above description is from the type. 


508. (4.) Coilia quadrigesimalis. 

Coilia quadragesimalis, Cuv, Val, H. iV. Poiss, xxi, p. 83 ; Dayj 
Fish, India j p. 631 (see synon.). 

B. X. D. 15. P. 6+vi. Y. 8. A. 42. C. 25. 

Height of body 4| in the total length. j%e5-^sma]L Mouth 
obtuse ; the maxilla does not extend posteriorly behind the angle 
of the jaw. Fins — dorsal inserted at the posterior end of the 
first third of the body. Pectoral short, its six free rays equal to 
one half the total length. The anal commences a little before the 
middle of the total length. Colour — silvery shot with gold, and 
having nacreous reflexions ; fins yellowish. 

Hah, One example, 6 (French) inches long, from the G-anges, 


509. (5.) Coilia dussumieri. (Pig. 122.) 

Coilia dussumieri, Cuv. ^ Val, H, N, Foiss, xxi, p. 81, pi, 610 ^ JDay^ 
Fish, India, p. 631, pi. clviii, fig. 8 (see synon.). 

Oorialli, Ooriah j Mdndeli, Marathi. 

B. xi. D. 1 +13-14. P.9+v-d. Y. 7. A. 105. 0. 12. L.l. 80. L. tr. 9. 


Length of head 6 to 6^, height of body 5^ in the total length. 
Eyes — diameter 4 to 4| in length of head, | diam. from end of 
snout, and 1^ apart. Maxilla extending posteriorly to the gill- 



Pig . 122 . — Coika dusmmwri. 


opening. Snout projecting beyond the mouth. The distance be- 
tween the snout and the first dorsal ray is one fourth of the total 
length. Fins — 6 upper pectoral rays produced to about the middle 
of the length of the fish. Ventral inserted below middle of dorsal 
fin. Length of base of ‘anal nearly equal to three fourths of dis- 
tance between gill-opening atid base of caudal ‘fin, the upper ray of 
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which is the longest. Scales — 5 or 6 spiny before ventral fin, and 
8 behind it ; they commence just behind the insertion of the pec- 
toral fin. PseudobranchisB absent. Colour— goldien, with two or 
three rows of round burnished golden spots along the lower half 
of the side. 

Hah, Seas and estuaries of India to the Malay Archipelago ; 
very numerous at Bombay. Attaining at least 7 inches in 
length. 


510. (6.) Coilia borneensis. 

Ooilia borneensis, Bleelzer^ Batar, Genootsch, Verhand. xxiv, Haring, 
p. 45,' Bay, Fish. India^ p. 632, pL clix, fig. 1 (see synon.). 

B. X. D. 1+14. P. 6+ix-xii. V. 7. A. 77-95. L. 1. 76. L. tr. 9. 

Length of head 5J to 6^, height of body 5 to 5| in the total 
length. Eyes — diameter 5 to 5| in length of head, 1 diam. from 
end of snout, and 1| apart. Maxilla continued backwards as far 
as the gill-opening. The distance between the snout and the 
dorsal fin is one fourth of the total length. Fins — the 6 lower 
pectoral rays short ; the 12 upper ones extend almost to the middle 
of the length of the fish. The base of the anal equals two fifths 
of the distance between the snout and the base of the caudal. 
Scales — 4 or 5 fine spines along tbe abdominal edge between the 
bases of the pectoral and ventral fins; 5 behind the latter. 
Colour — golden ; fins yellowish, without any black marks. 

Bah. Madras, Burma (where it is common in the Irrawaddy 
river), also the Malay Archipelago. 


Pourth group. DFS8UMIEEINA. 

9. Genus BUSSUMIESrlA, Cuvier & Valenciennes, 

Branchiostegals numerous; pseudobranchias well developed. 
Gill-membranes entirely separate. Body somewhat elongate, 
compressed; abdomen rounded, not serrated. Snout pointed; 
upper jaw not projecting ; cleft of mouth moderate. Eyes with 
bit^d ^pose lids. Small fixed teeth in the jaws, and villiform 
teeth on the palatines, pterygoids, and the tongue, but absent from 
the vomer. Dorsal fin opposite to the ventral ; anal of moderate 
length. Scales of medium or rather small size, very deciduous. 
Pyloric appendages npm^ous. 

Ceografkicdl Bistrihution. Prom Sind throughout the seas of 
India to tbe Malay Archipelago and China. 

Synopsis of Indian Species. 


L. 1. 52-66 1, B, hasseltiij p. 399. 

L. 1. 40-42 . 2. B. acuta^ p. o99. 



CXTTPEIM, 


511. (1.) Dusstiinieria hasseltii. 

Dussumieria hasseltii, Bleaker, Batav. Genoofsch, Verhand, 
Chiroc. p. 13 ; Bay, Fisk India, p. 647, pi. clxyi, fig. 5 (see synon.). 

B.xv-xix. D.17--20. P.15. A. 15-16. 0.19. L.L 52-56. L.tr. 12. 

Length of head 4| to 5, height of body 5-| to 6 § in the total 
length. Byes — diameter 4 to 4| in length of head. Mns — ventral 
inserted beneath the last half of the dorsal. Gill-rahers — rather 
widely set, the longest being about one half as long as the eye, 
and 19 on the lower branch of the outer branchial arch. Colour — 
a beautiful green shot vdth blue. Upper margin of the opercle 
and along the back light blue, below is a bronzed line, and below 
that aga%i a silvery one shot wdth pink. Caudal shot with blue, 
gi’een, and gold. Upper surface of head and eye emerald-green. 
Pectoral, ventral, and anal w^hite, except the first ray of the pectoral 
which has a little black on it. Porsal yellowish green. End of 
snout greenish. Eyes white. 

Hah. Prom Canara and the Coromandel Coast of India to the 
Malay Archipelago and China. The largest example obtained in 
Canara was 8 inches long. This species is not nearly so common 
as B, amta. 


512. ( 2 .) Dussumieria acuta. (Pig. 123.) 

Bussumieria acuta, Cuv. ^ Val H, N. Poiss, xx, p. 467, pi. 606 ; Bay, 
Fisk India, p. 647, pi. clxvi, fig. 4 (see synon.). 

Poond%<ntrmga, Tam. ; O-puIdah, Andam. 5 Marrawa, Tel. 

B. xiv~xv. I).19-20. P.14. A. 14-17. 0.21. L.l. 40-42. L.tr.11-12. 

Length of head 5 to 5^, height of body 5 to 5| in the total 



Fig 123. — BuhsuTJU&ria aeuta 


length. diameter 4 in length of head. Abdominal profile 

more convex than that of the back. Qill-rakers — ^rather widely set, 
one half as long as the eye, and about 22 in the horizontal branch 
of the outer branchial arch. Colour — the same as in B. Tiasseltn. 

Cantor says this species has been preserved d VJiuile, It is 
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termed a Sardine by tbe inbabitants and residents in Malabar, 
where it is very common and is excellent eating. 

Ecib, From Sind through the seas of India to the Malay Archi- 
pelago ; attaining at least 7 inches in length. 


10. Genus SFRATELLOISES, Bleaker. 

Branchiostegals six; pseudobranchisB well developed. Gill- 
membranes entirely separated. Body elongated, moderately com- 
pressed or subcylindrical ; abdomen rounded. Snout compressed ; 
the upper jaw not overlapping the lower. Eyes without adipose 
lids. Teeth small and deciduous, but sometimes present on the 
jaws, vomer, pterygoids, and tongue. Dorsal fin placed opposite 
the ventrals ; anal of moderate length or short. Scales of medium 
size, rather deciduous. 

OeograjpTiical Distribution, Western coast of India, Malay Archi- 
pelago to Australia, also the North Pacific. 


513. (1.) Spratelloides malabaricus. (Fig. 124.) 

SprateUoides malabaricus, Dag, P. Z, 8. 1873, p. 240 ; Fish, India, 
p. 648, pi. clxi, fig. 5 (see synon.). 

D. 13-14; P.13. Y. 8. A. 18-19. 0.19. L. 1. 38. L. tr. 9. 

Length of head (proportion increases with age) 4| to 6|, height 
of body in the. total length. Eyes — diameter one third of 
length of head. Fim — dorsal commences slightly in front of the 



Fig. 1^. — S^ratdloides malabarims. 


origin of the ventral; caudal deeply forked. Colour — light 
yellowish green above, a silvery stripe along the side, abdomen 
silvery; upper caudal lobe with a bluish posterior edge; some fine 
black points along the back ; upper edge of eye dark green. ‘ 

Eab, Western coast of India, in rivers and estuaries, attaining 
3 inches in length, and not uncommon. 
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mth group. ALBULINA. 

11. Genus ALBULA, Gronovius. 

Syn. ButyrinuB, Lac^p.; Ghssodiis (Out .)5 Apfassiz: Conorhynchus 
(Nozeman), Sleeker, Atl. Ich. 

Gill-membranes entirely separated. Body oblong or elongate. 
Abdominal edge rounded and not keeled. Snout pointed, project- 
ing beyond the mouth. Eyes with a broad annular adipose mem- 
brane. Yilliform teeth on the jaws, vomer, and palatine bones ; 
granular on the tongue, pterygoid and sphenoid bones. Dorsal fin 
situated opposite to the ventrals ; the anal shorter than the dorsal. 
Seales rather small, not deciduous ; lateral line present. Pseudo- 
branchiae well developed. 

514. (1.) Alhula conorhynchus. 

Albula conorhynchus, Bl. Schn, Syst, Ich, p. 432, t. 86 ; D«y, Bish, 
Indiuj p. 648 (see synon.). 

B. xiv-xvi. D. 17-19, A. 9, L. 1. 75-80. L.tr. 9-8/11-9. Vert. 41/26. 

Caec. pyl. 22. 

Length o£ head 4| to 5, height of body 5;| to 6g in the total 
length. Eyes — diameter 4 to 5 in the length of the head, 1 to 
diam. apart. The maxilla reaches to below the front edge of the 
eye. Fins — ^the ventral inserted beneath the last half of the dorsal. 
Colour — silvery. 

Hah, Coasts of India and aU tropical and subtropical seas. 

Sixth group. ELOPH^TA. 

12. Genus ELOPS, Linnjeus. 

Branchiostegals numerous ; pseudobranchise. Gill-membranes 
entirely separated. Body rather elongate and compressed. An 
osseous golar plate is attached to the symphysis of the mandibles 
and covers the intermediate area. Mouth wide, anterior; lower 
jaw slightly the longer. Yilliform teeth in the jaws, vomer, pala- 
tine and pterygoid bones, also on the tongue and base of the skull. 
Yentrals opposite to the dorsal, which has a few rays more than 
the anal, JScales small. Lateral line distinct. Pyloric appendages 
numerous. 


515. (1.) Elops saurus. (Pig. 125.) 

Elops saurus, Linn. Syst. Nat. i. p. 518 ; Bay^ Fish, India, p. 649, 
pi. clxvi, fig. 1 (see synon.). 

Jcdlugu and Jinnagoio, Tel. ; JJllaMi, Tam. ; Shonas, Majdthi. 

B. xxix-xxxv. D. 22-24. A. 15-17. 0. 19. L.l. 95-100. L. tr. 12/14. 

Length of head 4^ to 5, height of body 5 in the total 
length. jB'y^s—diameter 4|- to 5 in length of head, | to 1 

2 D 
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diam. from end of snout, and the same apart. Cleft^ of mouth 
oblique ; the maxilla extends to rather behind the posterior margin 



Fig 12b.—Elops saurm. 


of the orbit. Fm — anal rather more concave than the dorsal ; 
caudal deeply lobed. Beales — a few fine rows form a sort of sheath 
to dorsal and anal fins, also some over the root of caudal. Colour — 
silvery ; fins yellowish, with a greenish tinge. 

Hah, Tropical and subtropical seas; attaining a considerable 
length. 


13. Genus MEGALOPS, Commerson. 

Branchiostegals numerous : pseudobranehiae absent. Gill-mem- 
branes entirely separated. Body oblong and compressed. Mouth 
anterior, lower jaw prominent. A narrow bony plate adherent to 
the symphysis of the mandibles, and covering the space inter- 
mediate between the two bones. Yilliform teeth in the jaws, vomer, 
palatine and pterygoid bones, also on the base of skull and on the 
tongue. 

Geographical Distribution, All tropical seas and many fresh 
waters. 


516. (1.) Megalops cyprinoides. (Fig. 126.) 

Clupea cyprinoides, Broussonet, leh. t. ix. 

Megalops cyprinoides, D«y, India^ p. 650, pi. clix, fig. 3 (see 
synon.). 

Kimdinga, Tel.; Punnihowu and Ooriah; Cunnay, Mai.; 

Moran mndai^ Tamil; Nga-tan-youet and Hga Koonya, Burmese. 

B.xxiv-xxvi. D. 19-21. A. 24-27. 0. 19. L. 1. 37-42. L. tr. 5-6/6. 

Length of head to 5, height of body 4J to 5 in the total length. 
Byes — with narrow adipose lids, diameter 3^ to 3 J in the length of 
head, about | a diameter from end of snout and also apart ; the size 
of the eye in large specimens is frequently comparatively larger than 
in small ones. -dorsal commences opposite the ventral, and 

is two thirds as high as the body below it, its upper edge concave, and 
its last ray prolonged. Caudal deeply lobed. Colour — back bluish 
green in the adult, lighter in the immature. Abdomen silvery, 
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with bluish reflexions. The margins of the scales of a brilliant 
silver, as are also the lateral line and the sides of the head. The 



Kg. 126, — Megalo;ps cyprinoides. 


centre of the jaws black. Dorsal and caudal greyish, minutely 
dotted with black, and the margins blackish, as is also the last 
elongated dorsal ray. Pectoral, ventral, and anal diaphanous, with 
some black dots, the last anal ray dark. The pupils are oval, 
pointing downwards. 

Hah, Indian and Pacific Oceans, waters and estuaries of India, 
Ceylon, (fee.; occasionally captured in rivers, but much more 
commonly found in tanks. 


Sixth group. OHAISTINA. 

14. Genus CHAHOS, LacepMe. 

Syn. Lutodeira (Kuhl), Riippell. 

Branchiostegals four; pseudobranchise present. Gill-membranes 
entirely united below and not attached to the isthmus. Body 
moderately elongate and compressed; abdomen rounded. An 
accessory branchial organ in a recess behind the true gill-cavity. 
Mouth small. Teeth absent. Ventral fin opposite the dorsal, 
which has more rays than the anal. Caudal deeply cleft. Scales 
rather small. Lateral line distinct. Air-bladder with a constric- 
tion. Pyloric appendages numerous. 

Geograj^hical Distribution. Indian and Pacific Oceans. 

517. (1.) Chanos salmoneus. (Pig. 127.) 

Mugil chanos, Forsh. Bescr. Anim. p. 74, no. 110. 

Mugil salmoneus, £1. Schn. JSyst. leh. p. 121. 

Chanos salmoneus, Day, F^sJi. India, p. 661, pL dxvi, fig. 2 (see 
synon.). 

Tulu candal, Tam. ; Falah hontah, Teh ; Canar. ; 

Tulu. 

D. 13-16. P. 16. A. 9-10. L.1. 80-90. L. tr. 12/15. Vert. 19/26. 
Length of head 5^ to 5|, height of body 4| to 5^ in the 
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total length. .Ey«s— diameter 3| to 3| in the length o£ head, 
I to 1 diameter from the end o£ snout, and 1|- apart. _ Fms— 
dorsal fin with its upper margin concave, and along its base 
are two rows of scales ; ventral inserted under the middle of the 
dorsal. Anal very small ; the lower margin of the fin concave, 
with two rows of scales along its base. Scales— SQm.Q rovvs en- 
larged over the nape. Oohwr — summit of head and back brilliant 
glossy blue, fading into silvery on the abdomen ; snout light brown. 
Dorsal and caudal rays greyish, and, as well as the membranes, 
dotted with light brown, both the fins are margined with black. 
The caudal semi-lunar laminas of scales pale slate-colour, the 
pectorals and ventrals white, with the anterior halves of their 
external surface minutely dotted with dark brown, their elongated 
appendages bright silvery. The anal white, with the anterior half 
dotted with black. Iris silvery, orbital half pale brownish. 

Hob. Indian and Pacific Oceans; attaining 3 feet and more in 
length. It is the rndlc fish or white mullet of Europeans m W estern 
India. 



Fig. 127. — Chmos salmonens. 

In the Condapur tank in South Oanara this fish has been accli- 
matized, and lives in slightly brackish water, where it grows to 
20 lb. or 30 lb. weight. There is a popular tradition that Hyder 
Ali introduced it from the sea into this piece of water, where it is 
strictly preserved. Mr.H. S. Thomas conjectures, with more pro- 
bability, that some fry were introduced through a breached sluice 
from the adjoining estuary. These fish are not to be caught 
with a rod and line, and Mr. Y. Lewis gives an interesting account 
of how they were captured during the cold season of 1887-8 by 
means of a semicircle of boats, each consisting of two canoes lashed 
together. The boats w^ere connected by a stout rope supporting a 
net, and the most curious circumstance was that not a fish was 
caught in the net, all leaped over it, and many over the boats too, 
those alone being captured that were knocked down by sticks and 
fell in the canoes*. 

* This work being limited to the indigenous fishes of India, the family of 
SahnomdcB is omitted, as the Hindu Kush is the nearest locality to Hindu- 
stan where a species (Salmo ormitahs, McClelland, or S. oxianus, Kessler) is 
found. But as Salmo fano var. leveneTms and the cyprmoid tench {Tincci 
vulgaris) have been introduced into the waters of the Nilgiri hills, it is 
necessary to mention them. 
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Family VIL GALAXIDJE. 

Body more or less elongate ; abdomen rounded. Pseudo- 
branch ice absent. Edge of upper jaw mainly formed by the pre- 
maxillaries. Dorsal fin opposite to the anal, no adipose fin. Air- 
bladder large and simple. Pyloric appendages few. The ova pass 
into the abdominal cavity before exclusion. 


1. Genus GAIAXIAS, Cuvier. 

Syn. Mesites, Jenyns. 

Definition as in family. Conical teeth in both jaws, vomer and 
palatine bones, and large teeth on the tongue. 

Geograj^hical Bistrilution. Southern portion of South America, 
Australia, Xew Zealand, where it has been observed to be 
restricted to fresh waters ; this Indian form was from the coast. 


518. (1.) Galaxias indicus. (Pig. 128.) 

Galaxias indicus, JDay^ Fish, India^ SuppL 1888, p. 806. 

B.ix. D. 13. P. 10. V.8. A. 18. C. 15. 

Length of head 8§, height of body 11 in the total length. 
Eyes^Si diameters in length of head and 1| from end of snout. 
Body elongated and flattened, with a rounded abdomen. ^ Fins— 
ventral well developed and arising midway between the hind edge 
of the eye and the posterior extremity of the base of the anal fin. 



Pig 128. — Galaxias indiciiS. 


Dorsal fin commences opposite the origin of the anal, and in about 
the commencement of the last third of the total length, it is highest 
in front. Caudal forked, 

HaL Coasts of Bengal and Madras, probably entermg estuaries; 
attaining about 2 inches in length. 

Among the drawings of the late Sir Walter Elliot is one of a 
small fish, a little over 1 inch in length, and a magnified copy 
nearly four times that size. The fish was taken at Waltair, 
April 8th, 1853. Its form is deeper than the foregoing, and it 
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has D. 17, A. 24. No Tentral fins are shown, and the vent is 
placed in the centre of the length of the body. Dorsal fin com- 
mences slightly in advance of the anal and in the commencement 
of last third of the total length ; caudal forked. Colour — a row of 
black spots along the edge of the abdomen. Sufficient details are 
not given to enable one to decide on the position it should hold. 
In the absence of ventral fins, which may have been overlooked, 
it somewhat approaches the Leucqpsarion petersii of Hilgendorf . 


Family VIII. NOTOPTEEID^. 

Pseudobranchim absent. Eody compressed. Tail prolonged, 
tapering. Margin of the upper jaw formed by the premaxillaries 
mesially and the maxillaries laterally. No subopercle. A parieto- 
mastoid cavity on either side of the head connected with the 
interior of the skuU. Barbels absent. Dorsal fin, if present, 
single, and belonging to the caudal portion of the vertebral column ; 
ventrals rudimentary or absent; anal fin \sith numerous rays and 
confluent with the caudal. Head and body \uth small scales. 
Lateral line present. Abdominal edge serrated in front of the 
ventral fins. Stomach without any blind sac. Two pyloric appen- 
dages. Air-bladder present, and subdivided internally. The ova 
fall into the cavity of the abdomen before exclusion. 


1. Genus NOTOPTEEHS, Lacep^de. 

Syn. MystuSy sp,, Ham. Buch. ; X&noinystus^ Gunther. 

Branchiostegals from 3 to 9. Gill-membranes partly united. 
Snout obtuse, convex. Muciferous channels on head well 
developed. Preopercle and occasionally some of the other bones 
of the head serrated. Teeth in jaws, vomer, palatine and sphenoid 
bones, also on the tongue. Intestines short. C^cal pylori long. 

QeograpUcal Liatribution. Presh and brackish waters of West 
Africa, also of the continent of India and the Malay Archipelago. 


Synopsis of Indian Bpedes, 


Maxilla not extending beyond hind edge of orbit .. L N, 

Maxilla extending far beyond hind edge of orhit . . 2. N, 


kapiratj p. 406. 
chitala, p, 407, 


519. ( 1 .) Notopterus kapirat. (Pig. 129.) 
Gymnotus notoptems, PdlaB, Spic. Zool. vii. p. 40, t. vi fie 2 
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Molly But, and Puvriy Punj. ; Mohy N.W. Prov. j Bhohy Beng ; 
Amhutan’-waMahy or ^Barbers knife/ and Chota xoahlahy Tam.; Wallah- 
tattaJij Mysore ; Pulli^ or * a slice/ Ooriah ; Kan-doo-leOy Assam ; Nga- 
jpMy Burm. ; CJidlat and Chamharesy Marathi. 

B.viii. D.7-8. 7.5-6. A. 100-110. G. 19. L. r. 225. Vert. 15/54. 

Length of head 5 to 5^, height of body to 4 in the total 
length. Eyes — diameter 4| to 5 in the length of head. Dorsal 
profile not so convex as that of the abdomen. The maxilla reaches 



Fig. 139 . — Notopterus kapirat. 


to below the middle of the orbit. Preorbital serrated. Fim — 
dorsal commences nearly midway between the snout and the end of 
the caudal fin. Smles — those on the cheeks much larger than 
those on the body ; about 28 serrations along the abdominal edge 
between the throat and the insertion of the ventral fin. Colour — 
silvery, darkest on the back ; some gloss of yellow about the head. 
Numerous fine greyish spots everywhere. Upper surface of dorsal 
whitish. Eyes golden* - 

Hah. Eresh and brackish w^aters of India to the Malay Archi- 
pelago. Grow to 2 feet or more in length. 

520. (2.) Notopterns cMtala. 

Mystus chitala, Ham. Buck. Fish. Ganges y pp. 236, 382, 

Notopterus chitala, Bay, Fish. India, p. 654, pi. clix, fig. 5 (see 
synon.). 

Chituly Ooriah ; See-tul, Assam. ; Gunduuy Sind. ; Chitala, Beng. 

B. viii-ix. D. 9-10. A.110-125(135). C. 12-14. L. 1. 180. Caec. pyl. 2. 

Length of head 4| to 5, height of body 3| to 4 in the total 
length. Eyes — diameter 7 to 8 in the length of the head. Dorsal 
profile very convex, abdominal nearly straight. Upper profile of head 
deeply^ concave. Snout rather prominent; the maxilla extends 
posteriorly to about the diameter of the eye behind the hind edge of 
the orbit. Preorbital entire. Fins — dorsal much nearer to tail 
than to snout. those on the head not much larger than 

those on the body. There are about 51 serrations along the 
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abdominal edge between the tbroat and the insertion of the ventral 
fin. Golmr — coppery brown above, with about 15 transverse silvery 
bars joining over the back ; sides silvery ; fins stained with 
greyish spots, which are like black stars in the caudal region, 
placed in a single or double row close to the anal fin and some- 
times extending the whole length of its base. 

Hal, Presh waters of Sind, Lower Bengal, Orissa, Assam, 
Burma, and Siam to the Malay Archipelago ; attaining at least 
4 feet in length. 


Family IX. SCOPELIDiE. 

Branchiostegals as a rule numerous. PseudobranchijB well de- 
veloped. GiU-openings very wide. Opercular pieces sometimes 
incomplete. Margin of the upper jaw formed by the premaxillaries . 
Barbels absent. Two dorsal fins, the posterior adipose. Scales 
present or absent. Ova enclosed in sacs in the ovaries and ex- 
cluded by oviducts. Intestinal canal short. Pyloric appendages, 
when present, few in number. Air-bladder small or absent. 

Geographical Distnhution, Throughout tropical, subtropical, 
and temperate seas. These fishes in many respects are allied to 
the Siluroids. 


Synopsis of Indian Genera, 

Caudal forked. V. 8, the inner rays much the longest . . 1 Sauetts. 


Caudal forked. Y. 9, inner rays scarcely longer than outer 2. Saueida. 

Bones of head soft. Y. 9, Caudal trilobed 3. Haepodon. 

Bones of head ossified. Caudal forked. Luminous spots 

along the body 4 Scopelus. 


1. Genus SATTETTS, Cuvier. 

Syn. Synodus, pt., Gronovius ; Laurida, pt. (Aristotle), Swainson. 

Branchiostegals 8—17. Gill-membranes not attached to the 
isthmus. Body elongate, subcylindrical. Gape of mouth wide, 
cleft very deep ; edge of the upper jaw entirely formed by long 
and thin premaxillaries ; the maxiDary likewise elongate, thin, and 
adherent to the premaxillaries. Teeth numerous, pointed, some 
are elongate, slender, and can be laid downwards and inwards ; 
they exist on the jaws, tongue, and palatine bones, a single band 
on the palate and usually none or only a few on the vomer. First 
dorsal situated nearly in the middle of the length of the fish ; 
adipose fin small. Ventral with eight rays, the inner the loogest ; 
it is inserted further in front than the origin of the dorsal and not 
far behind the pectorals, which are short ,• anal of moderate length 
or short. Caudal forked. Scales of moderate size. Lateral line 
entire. Pyloric appendages free. 
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Geographical Distribution, Tropical portions of the Atlantic and 
Pacific Oceans ; Mediterranean. 

Synopsis of Indian Species, 

A. 9. Head pointed . . . 

A. 16-17. Snout obtuse 

621. (1.) Saurus indicus. 

Saurus indicus, Day, Fish. India, p. 603, pL cxvii, fig. 4. 

B. XV. D. 13. P. 14. V. 8. A. 9. 0. 19. L. 1. 65-57. L. tr. 3^/7. 

Length of head height of body 7| to 8 in the total length, 
diameter 5| in length of head, rather more than 1 diam. 
from end of snout, and nearly 1 apart ; the width of the snout at 
its base equals its length. Interorbital space somewhat concave. 
Upper jaw slightly the longer. Cleft of mouth extending to far 
behind the eyes. Teeth — inner row in the jaws the longest, some 
in the mandible barbed. Live rows of large teeth on the tongue. 
A single band on the palatines of which the inner row is much 
the largest. Firis — dorsal about as long as high. Inner ventral 
rays the longest, the fin reaches nearly halfway to the base of the 
anal. Colour — brownish in the upper two thirds, dirty white 

beneath, l^’umerous bluish irregular spots or blotches along the 
back and sides, in places almost forming horizontal bands. Dorsal 
and caudal white, with greyish spots, forming irregular horizontal 
bands. 

Hah. Madras ; growing to 7 inches in length. 


1. S, indicus, p. 409. 

2. S, myops, p. 409. 


522. (2.) Saurus myops. (Pig. 130.) 

Salmo myops Bl, Schn, Syst Ick. p. 421. 

Saurus myops, Day, Fish. India, p. 504, pi. cxvii, fig. 5 (see synon.). 

B.xvi. D. 12-13. A. 16-17. 0.17-19. L. 1.52-56. L.tr.3|/7. 

Length of head 4|, height of body 6 in the total length. Eyes 



Fig. 130 , — Saurus myops. 

— diameter 6 in length of head, to | diam. apart, and also 
from the end of snout. Dorsal profile nearly horizontal. Cleft 
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of mouth extending to at least two diameters behind the orbit ; 
jaws of about equal length. Interorbital space deeply concave. 

-pointed, two rows in the upper, three in the low^er jaw, 
the inner the longest. A single two-row^ed band on the palate. 
Tongue likewise toothed. Fins — first dorsal commences midway 
between the snout and the second dorsal ; second dorsal 'v ery small. 
Caudal with its lower lobe the longer. Lateral Zma— slightly raised 
in single tubes, with a small elevation on either side. Golour — 
upper half of body golden, with four longitudinal blue lines having 
black edges, and nearly as wide as the ground-colour, A black 
spot at shoulder. Abdominal surface silvery. Dorsal fin with 
three rows of yellow^ spots ; a vellow band along the middle of the 
pectoral ; outer half of anal yellow. 

Hah. Seas of India to the Malay Archipelago and the tropical 
portions of the Atlantic and Pacific Oceans. The species attains 
to 16 inches at least in length. 


2. Genus SATJRIDA, Cuvier & Valenciennes. 

Syn, Synodus^ pt., Gronovius ; Laurida^ pt. (Artedi), Swainson. 

Differs from Saurus as follows : — Teeth cardiform, the inner 
the longest and slender, all can be laid downw'ards and inw^ards ; 
teeth exist on the jaws, tongue, and palatine bones; those on the 
palate are in two parallel bands on either side, the inner the 
shorter. Ventral fin with nine rays, the inner not much longer 
than the outer. 


fSynojpsis of Indian /Species. 

A. 10-11. L. 1. 53-64. L. tr. 4|/7 1. >3^. tnmhil, p. 410. 

A. 9, L. 1. 50-52. L. tr, 3i/7 2. S. neMosa, p, 411. 

523. (1.) Saurida tumbil. (Fig. 131.) 

Salmo tumbil, Blochf Ich, t. 430. 

Saurida tumbil, Lay, Fish. India, p. 504, pi. cxvii, fig. 6 (see aynon.). 

Arrawwa, Mai. ; Oolooioay and Tamil ; Chorbomhil, 

Marathi ; Madi mottah, Tel, 

B. xiii-xvi. B. 11-18/0. A. 10^11. L. 1. 63-64. L. tr. 4|/7. Vert. 53. 

Length of head to 5^, height of body 7| to 8 in the total 

length. Eyes — diameter 5 hi length of head, 1| diam. from end 
of snout, and the same apart. Fins — first dorsal in the centre of 
the body ; the adipose dorsal is situated over the last two anal 
rays. Caudal deeply forked. Colour — brownish grey along the 
back, becoming white beneath, the whole having yellow reflexions. 
In some the dorsal and upper half of the caudal fins are barred in 
spots. In others there are no spots, and the middle of the pectoral 
and ventral are sometimes almost black. 
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Hah, From the Eed Sea through the seas of India to the Malay 
Archipelago, China and Japan. As food this fish is rather dry 
and insipid. It attains at least a foot in length. 



Fig. 131 . — Swtmda iumhil. 


524. (2.) Sanrida nebnlosa. 

Saiu’ida nehulosa {Solandet')y Cuv. Val. H. N, Poiss. xxii, p. 506 j 
Hai/y Fi&h. India, p. 505 (see sj^non.). 

B. xii-xiii. D. 10-11/0. P. 12-13. A. 9-10. L. 1. 50-52. L.tr. 3|/6. 

Length of head to 5^, height of body 6| to 9 in the total 
length. Eyes — diameter 4 to 5| in the length of the head, leather 
above 1 diameter from end of snout, and i to 1 diameter apart. 
Pins — dorsal higher than long. Pectoral reaches to the ninth 
scale of the lateral line. Ventral as long as the head excluding 
the snout. Bedes — forming a slight ridge in the last portion of 
the lateral line. Colour — brownish, becoming lighter below; a 
series of bars or blotches along the middle of the sides; fins 
barred. 

Hah. From the Eed Sea, Madagascar, Zanzibar, and Mauritius, 
through the seas* of India to the Malay Archipelago and beyond. 


3. Genus HABPODON, Lesueur. 

Syn. Tviurus, Swaiuvson ; SauridicMJiys, Bleeher. 

Branchiostegals 23-25. QiU-opeuings wide. Body elongate 
and compressed. Eyes small. Snout short, bones of head soft 
and partly modified into wide muciferous channels. Cleft of mouth 
deep ; margin of upper jaw formed by the premaxillaries, which 
are thin and tapering ; maxillaiies absent. Teeth cardiform, re- 
curved and of unequal size, the largest being on the mandibles and 
barbed. Teeth on the premaxillaries, mandibles, palatines, the 
tongue and hyoid bone, those on the palaiines are large ancl can 
be laid downwards. Dorsal fin in the middle of the body ; adipose 
fin small. Anal of moderate length. Caudal trilobed. Scales 
thin and deciduous, none on the anterior portion of the body. 
Air-bladder absent. Pyloric appendages 16. 
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525. (1.) Harpodon neherens. (Fig. 132.) 

Osmems ? neliereus, Ham, Bvich. FiBh, Ganges^ pp. 209, 380. 

Harpodon neherens, Day, DtsA. India^ p. 505, pi. cxviii, fig. 1 (see 
synon.). 

Bummcdoh or Bom’bay duck,” Cucah sawaTiri, or Coco mottah^ W anah 
monahj Tel. ; Bomhl, Maratki j Barega, Arracan ; Luttia mucliee^ Ohittar 
gong ; Nga hnat, Burmese. 

D. 12-13 1 0. P, 11 - 12 . V. 9. A. 13-15. C. 19, Vert. 38. 

Length of head 5^ to 6 , height of body to 7J in the total 
length. diameter - 5 ^^ of the length of the head, 2 diameters 

from end of snout, and 4 apart. LoN^er jaw the longer. Oper- 
cular pieces diaphanous and apparently more or less blended 
together. Fins — ventral opposite the dorsal; the adipose dorsal 
opposite the posterior third of the anal; ventral reaches to the 
middle of the anal; caudal divided into three pointed lobes, of 
which the median is rather the shortest. Scales — commence op- 
posite the origin of the dorsal fin, all are diaphanous, and can but 



with difficulty be distinguished in the fresh fish. Lateral line — 
slightly keeled, with about forty fine rectangular membranous 
pieces, covered with scales like the rest of the body. Colour — 
head, back, and sides semitransparent like gelatine, light greyish, 
with minute black or brownish dots ; anterior part of the abdomen 
pale, silvery bluish ; rest greyish white ; fins transparent, closely 
dotted, in some specimens black. Iris golden. 

Hah. From Zanzibar to China, throughout the seas and estuaries 
of India, most common at Bombay, but decreasing in numbers 
down the Malabar coast. It is not very common at Madras, but 
augments in numbers up the Coromandel coast, being very abun- 
dant in the rivers and estuaries of Bengal and Burmah, 

This fish is highly esteemed as food, whether fresh or salted ; 
in the latter form it is extensively employed as a relish with 
curries, and is known as the ‘'Bombay duck.'' It attains at least 
1 6 inches in length. 


SCOPBLIDiB. 


413 


4. Genus SCOPELITS, Cuvier. 

Syn. Myctopkum (NyctopJms), LampanyctuSj Oocco ; Alysidj Lowe ; 
NeoscopeluS) J olinson ; Ceratosoopelm, I)asyscopeluSj Gunther. 

Branchiostegals 8-10. Gill-openings very wide. Body oblong 
and compressed. Eyes large ; sometimes a supraorbital spine. 
Snout short. Bones of head thin, but osseous. Cleft of mouth 
very deep ; premaxillaries long and tapering ; maxillaries well 
developed. Teeth villiform in both jaws, on the palatines, ptery- 
goids, and on the tongue ; usually absent from the vomer except 
in some large specimens. Eayed dorsal lin in about the middle of 
the length of the body; a small adipose fin likewise present. 
Pectoral well developed, also the ventral, which has eight rays. 
Anal rather long. Caudal forked. Seales large, smooth, or wdth 
rough edges, or even minute spines. Air-bladder small. Pyloric 
appendages few. 

These fishes have a row of luminous spots along the lower 
portion of the body ; sometimes similar spots are also present on 
the head, snout, and back of tail, or a few may occur on the sides. 

Geographical Bintrihution. Temperate and tropical seas. 

526. (1.) Scopelus indicus. (Pig. 133.) 

Scopelus indicus, Bay^ Fieh, India, p. 507, pi. cxviii, fig. 2. 

D. 10/0. P. 14. V. 8. A. 18. L. 1. 43. L. tr. 3^/5. 

Length of head 5, height of body 4| in the total length. Eyes 
— diameter 2^ in the length of head, | diam. from end of snout 
and also apart. No spine above the orbit. Fins — dorsal not quite 
so high as the body below it. Pectoral reaches the middle of the 
ventral, whilst the ventral nearly extends to the anal. Scales — 
smooth, the row beneath the lateral line much larger than the 



Pig. IZ'S.— Scopelus %ndinis. 


others. Colour — deep metallic blue in the upper portion of the 
body, becoming lighter on the sides and beneath. A line of round 
golden spots along the lower edge of the abdomen, and a few 
larger ones scattered over the sides. 

Eah, A single specimen, now in a bad state, was collected by ‘ 
Sir Walter Elliot at Yizagapatam. 
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Family X. CYPKINODONTID^. 

Pseudobraacluas absent. Eyes lateral. Margin of the upper 
jaw formed solely by the premaxillaries. Barbels absent. Teeth 
ill both jaws, also in the superior and inferior pharyngeal bones. 
A single spineless dorsal fin situated in the posterior half of the 
body. Scales on head and body. Stomach mthout any blind sac. 
JS'o pyloric appendages. Air-bladder simple, and destitute of a 
pneumatic duct. 

This family has been subdivided into: — Oypnnodontidoi cami- 
vorcBj having united mandibles and short intestines ; and 0 . limno- 
phagoe, having separated mandibles and long intestines. 

Synopsis of Indian Genera, 

Dorsal fin nearer head than anal 1. Oypbtnodon. 

Dorsal fin further from head than the elongate anal . . 2. Haplochilxts. 


1. Grenus CrPEINODON, Laeep^de. 

Syn. Lehias, Cuvier } Aphanius, Nardo ; Micromugilj Gulia. 

Gape of mouth small ; mandibles short and united at the sym- 
physis. Teeth of moderate size, in a single compressed I’ow, and 
notched at their summits. Origin of dorsal fin anterior to that of 
the anal, and largest in the male sex. Scales rather large. The 
colour of the sexes often different. Intestines of moderate length 
or rather short. 

Geographical Distnhution. Southern Europe, JN’orth Africa, 
Syria, Persia, along the shores of the Eed Sea and Arabian Gulf to 
Cutch. 


527. (1.) Cyprinodon dispar. (I'ig. 134.) 

Lebias dispar, Ruppell, Atl Flsdhe, p.66, 1. 18, fig. 1 (male), 2 (female). 
CHyrmodon dispar, Day, Fish, India, p. 621, pi. cxxi, fig. 1 (male), 
2 (female) (see synon.). ? & v 

B. iii. D. 9. P. 17. Y. 7. A. 10. 0. 15. L. 1. 25-27. L. tr. 8. 

Length of head 3| to 4, height of body 3| to 4 in the total 
length. Eyes diameter 3| in the length of the head, nearly 
1 diam. from end of snout, and apart. The maxilla does not 
reach to below the front edge of the eye. ventrals elon- 

gate m the males but not in the females. Caudal lunate. 
Colour-— Male : greenish yellow reticulated darker, a small dark 
shoulder-spot. Dorsal fin spotted, anal more sparingly so. Caudal 
yellowish, with a wide crescentic black band, having a white edge 
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in its last half ; another narrow black band between it and the root 
of the caudal which is also dark. Female : silvery, with from seven 



Pig. 134. — Gyprinodon disbar, male. 

to nine narrow vertical bands. Ova very large, almost equalling 
the diameter of the eye. 

Ecib, Abyssinia, Palestine, shores of the Eed Sea, and Arabian 
Gulf. Common in Cutch. 


2. Genus HAPLOCHILTJS, Mcaelland. 

Syn. Aploclieilus^ McClelland; Fandhax, Cuv. & Val. ; ZygonecteSj 
Agassiz ; Micristius^ Gill. 

Body somewhat elongate and compressed. Tipper surface of 
head and nape broad and depressed. Mandibular bones united at 
the symphysis. Teeth villiform in the jaws, present or absent on 
the palate. Dorsal fin short, commencing behind the origin of the 
anal, which latter has an elongate base. Scales cvcloid and of 
medium size. Lateral line absent. Intestinal canal of moderate 
length. 

Geographical Dwtrihutzon, India to the Malay Archipelago and 
beyond, Tropical Africa, Madagascar and Islands in the Indian 
Ocean, also temperate and tropical America. In India these fishes 
are mostly found in the neighboimhood of the sea or tidal rivers, 
more rarely very far inland*. 

Synopsis of Indian Species, 

A. 20-24. No prolonged ventral ray 1. H melastigma, p. 415. 

A prolonged ventral ray. Spotted mth red. . 2. H. rvhrostigma^ p. 416. 
A prolonged ventral ray. Vertical black hands 3. H, lineatus^^, 

A. 15-17. No prolonged ventral ray 4. E. pamhaxj p. 417. 

528. (1.) Haplochilns melanostigma. 

Aplocheilus inelastigmus, McClelland, As, lies, xix, Ind, Cyp, 
pp. 801, 427, pi. 42, fig. 3 (from E, B. MSS.), 

Haplochilus melasti^a, Bay, Fish, India, p. 622, pi. cxxi, fig. 4 
(see synon.). 


* These fishes are termed Kud-di-m in Oanarese ; a white occipital spot is 
almost invariably present. 
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B.iv. D.6-7. A. 20-24. 0.15. L. 1. 27, L. tr. 9-11. 

Length of head 4|, height of body 3| to 4 in the total length. 
Eyes — diameter 3 in length of head, 1 diam. from end of snout 
and also apart. Teeth — ^minute, none on the palate. Fiifis — ventral 
small, withoat any prolonged ray. Anal with in some (not all) 
examples its rays prolonged in a filiform manner beyond the mem- 
brane. Caudal rounded. OoZowr— -dull green along the back, 
becoming dull white on the abdomen, outer portion of anal rays 
white-edged. A narrow dark line along the middle of the side, 
terminating in a dull spot at the centre of the base of the caudal 
fin. 

Hah. Wynaad, and Madras Presidency, Orissa, Lower Bengal 
and Burma; attaining about 1| inches in length. 

529. (2.) HaplocMlus rubrostigma. 

Aplocheilus rubrostigma, Jerdon, Mad. Jour. L. S. xv. 1849, 
p. 831. 

Haplochilus rubrostigma, Day^ Fish. India, p. 522, pi. cxxi, fig, 5 
(see synon.). 

B.v, D.8. P.15. Y.6. A. 17-18. 0.15. L. 1.33. L.tr.9. 

Length of head 4|, height of body 5J in the total length. Eyes 
— diameter 3^ in the length of head, 1| diam. from end of snout, 
and 1| apart. Teeth — on vomer. Fins — ventral with its second 
ray elongate and reaching to the middle of the anal. Anal much 
lower in front and increasing in length to the last ray. Central 
caudal rays rather prolonged. Colour — a silver occipital spot. 
Body reddish brown above, becoming yellowish on the sides and 
beneath. Each scale along the side with a central red spot. A 
row, sometimes two, of red spots along the base of the anal fin, 
some on the dorsal, and a few dark spots on the caudal. 

Hah. Malabar coast of India, and the lower portion of the Coro- 
mandel coast ; attaining to at least 3 inches in length, 

530. (3.) Haplochilxis lineatus. (Pig. 135.) 

Panchax lineatum, Cuv. ^ Vcd. H. JSf. Foiss. xviii, p. 381 . 
Haplochilus lineatus. Day, Fish. India, p. 622, pi. cxxi, fig. 6 (see 
synon.). 

B. v-vi. B. 8-9. A. 15-17. C. 19. L. 1. 32-34. L. tr. 9. 

Length of head 4^, height of body 5 to 5 1 in the total length, 
diameter 3| in the length of head, l| diam. from end of 
snout, and 1^ apart. Teeth — a single row across the palate. Fins 
—second ventral ray elongate, reaching to nearly the middle of the 
anal fin ; anal high, the last rays about the same length as the 
first ; central caudal rays rather prolonged. Colour — ^varying with 
the seasons and sex ; peenish with a gloss of purple on the cheek 
and along the abdominal surface. A golden green spot in the 



CRTPEINODONTlDiB. 


417 


centre of each scale. Eight to ten vertical black bands pass down 
the sides to the abdomen. In a Ceylon specimen in the British 



Eig 135. — Haplochiliis hneahis. 


Museum there are dark blotches and not distinct bars as seen in 
Malabar examples. 

Hal, This species is found in Coorg and the Wynaad, down the 
Malabar coasr and in Ceylon. It attains 4 inches in length. 

531. (4.) Haplochilns panchax. 

Esox panchax, Ham. Buck, Fish. GangeSj pp. 211, 380, pi. iii, fig. 69. 

Haplochilns panchax, Hay, Fish. India, p. 523, pi. cxxi, fig. 3 (see 
sjnou.). 

Pang-chax, Beng. j Kanakun and Bor-rchguddi, Ooriah ; Hga-saki, 
Hugh j Cho^to-dah, Andamanese. 

B.v-vi. D,7-ll. A. 15-17. C.13. L. 1. 31-3d. L.tr.9-10. 

Length of head 4 to 4^, height of body 4| to 5 in the total 
length. Eyes — diameter in the length of head, 1 diam. from 

end of snout, and 1| apart. Teeth — in a broad band on the vomer. 
Fins — ventral small and without any elongated ray. Anal nearly 
square. Caudal rounded. Qdlowr — a white occipital spot. Upper 
surface greenish, becoming dull white on the sides and beneath. 
Pins yellow'ish, lower third of dorsal covered with a large black 
spot. Dorsal, caudal, and anal margined with orange. 

A variety exists on the Sind hills, and in Cutch, which has less 
scales (28) along the lateral line, numerous silvery spots along the 
sides, and a black spot behind the eye, the dorsal and anal fins are 
likewise more elongate. 

Bah, Erom Orissa, through the lower province of Bengal, Burma, 
Siam to the Malay Archipelago, also the Andamans. (? Also Sind 
hills.) This species attains at least 3 j inches in length. 


Family XI. SCOMBEESOCIDiE. 

Syn. Fharyngognathi malacopten/gii, Muller. 

Pseudobranchise concealed, glandular. Margin of the upper jaw 
formed mesially by the premaxillaries, laterally by the maxillaries. 
Barbels present or absent. Lower pharyngeals united into a single 

2 £ 
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bone. Dorsal fin rayed, sometimes with finlets posterior to it, 
situated opposite the' anal, and in the caudal portion o£ the ver- 
tebral column ; no adipose dorsal. Scales present, frequently a 
keeled row along either side of the free portion of the tail. Air- 
bladder generally present, sometimes cellular, and destitute of a 
pneumatic duct. Stomach and intestines in one straight undivided 
tube. Pyloric appendages absent. 

Geographical Distribution. Tropical and temperate seas, some 
of the species being resident in fresh water. 

Synopsis of Indian Genera, 

Both jaws elongated into a healr. No finlets .... 1. Belone. 

Upper jaw short, the lower elongated into a beak . 2. Hemiehamphus. 
Jaws short j pectoral fins elongated into organs for 
flying 3. Exocgetus. 


1. Grenus BELONE, Cuvier. 

Syn. Mastacemhelus (Klein), Bleeker; Dhamphistoma, Eaf.; Tylo- 
suruSf Cocco ; Fotamorrhaphis^ Gunther. 

Branchiostegals rather numerous. Gill-openings wide. Body 
elongate, subcylindrical or compressed. Eyes lateral. The jaws 
prolonged into a beak, the upper formed by the preinaxillaries. 
Fine rugosities in both jaws, and a single row of long, widely- 
set, conical teeth ; palate toothless in Incfian species. The anterior 
dorsal rays vary in elevation, sometimes forming a lobe to the fin ; 
no finlets ; caudal usually forked. Scales small. Lateral line on 
free portion of tail, with or without a keel. 

Uses, These Gar-fish are indifferent as food; their bones are 
green, as observed in the European forms. 

In very young specimens the jaws are said not to be prolonged, 
and as age increases the mandibles are considerably advanced 
before the premaxillaries. Distinct varieties appear to be present 
in some species, as Behne cancila^ some of the inland forms of 
which have an elevation along the back. 

Synopsis of Indian Species, 

A. Caudal forked. 

A, 26-27 1. JB, melanostiqma^ p 418. 

A. 20-22. 0. 16 2. i?, mnxdata, p. 419. 

A. 19-20. C. 18 3. B, choram^ p. 419. 

B. Caudal truncated or rounded. 

B. 19. A. 22-24. Tail rounded 4. B. Imra, p. 420. 

B. 16—18. A. 16-18. Tail truncated . , ,, 6. B, cancilOj p. 420. 

B, 13-16, A. 16-18. Tail rounded .... 6. J?. strongyVnra^ p. 421. 

532. (1.) Belone melanostigma. 

Belone melanostigma (Ehrenh.'), Cuv, ^ Val II. N. loiss. x-viii, 
p 460; Day^ Ftsh. India^ p. 509 (see synon.). 
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B. xiii-xiT. D. 24-26. P. 14. Y. 6. A. 25-27. C. 15. 

Length of head 4j, height of body 14 in the total len^h. B^es 
— the diameter 2| in postorhital length of head. A wide median 
groo\e along the summit of the head; superciliary region slightly 
striated longitudinally. Tongue without asperities. Mns — the 
anterior dorsal rays from the second to the fourth produced; the 
anal commences rather in advance of the dorsal, and is of the 
same shape ; caudal forked. Pree portion of tail somewhat com- 
pressed. Lateral line — not forming a keel. Scales — minute. 
Colour — pectoral nearly black extern^y ; from one to se\en large 
black blotches along the side, which appear to be occasionally absent 
in females. 

Bah, Bed Sea to the Malay Archipelago; attaining at least 
3^ feet in length. 


533. (2.) Belone annulata. 

Belone annulata, Cuv. <§• VaL B. N. Foiss. xviii, p. 447, fig. 550 ; 
Day^ Fish. Indian p. 510, pi. cxx, fig. 1 (see synon.). 

Fahmum kolah^ Tamil; WaJilah Kuddera, Tel. 

B. xii-xv. D. 22-24. P. 12-15. V. 6. A. 20-22. C. 15. 

Length of head 3f, height of body 13-20 in the total len^h. 
Width of body equals its height. Eyes — diameter 2 J in postorbital 
length of head, | diam. apart. Interorbital groove broad and 
shallow, striated along its anterior portion. TeetTi — strong. 
Tongue covered with tubercular asperities. Fins — dorsal elevated 
in front, and its middle and last rays also rather elongate. Anal 
commences very slightly in advance of the dorsal, and is of some- 
what similar shape. Caudal lobed, lower lobe the longer. Scales 
— thin and small, some present on the preopercle. Free portion 
of the tail tetrahedral, rather higher than broad. Lateral line — 
forming a badly-developed keel on the side of the free portion of 
the tail. Colour — upper surface of the head and back green, 
minutely dotted with black, fading into silvery white on the ab- 
domen. The side of the upper jaw dark olive, of the lower silvery. 
Cheeks and opercles silvery. Membranes of dorsal, caudal, and 
pectoral fins light greenish grey, minutely dotted with black, es- 
pecially at the margins. Anal and ventral white in front, dotted 
with black. In young specimens the colours vary. 

Bah, Bed Sea, seas and estuaries of India, Malay Archipelago, 
China, and North Australia. Grows to at least 2 feet in length. 

534. (3.) Belone choram. 

Esox belone, Fm'sh. Eescr, Anim. p. 67. 

Belone choram, Ruppell, N. W., Fisckej p. 72 ; Day^ Fish. India, 
p. 610, pi. cxviii, fig. 4 (see synon.). 

B. X. D. 22-23. P. 14. V. 6. A. 19-20. 0. 18. 

Length of head 3-|- to 3J, height of body 12 to 14 in the total 

2e 2 
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length. diameter 2 in the postorbital length of the head, 

and from 1| to diameters apart. A wide shallow groove exists 
along the summit of the head, superciliarj region striated. Fins 
— dorsal rays longer in front, the hind rays reach nearly or quite 
the base of "the caudal. Anal o£ the same character as the dorsal. 
Caudal forked, lower lobe the longer. Tree portion of tail nearly 
as wide as high. Sc^ales — absent from the opereles, some on groove 
on head. 25 rows between lateral line and base of dorsal £n. 
Lateral line — forming a narrow keel along the side of the free 
portion of the tail. Colour — bluish green above, becoming lighter 
below I a silvery stripe along the side ; upper edge of dorsal and 
pectoral fins usually black. 

Hal. !From the Eed Sea and East coast of Africa, through the 
seas of India to the Malay Archipelago ; attaining at least 3^ feet 
in length. 


535. (4.) Belone liura. 

Eelone leiurus, JBleeke)', Batavia^ Nat. Tijdsch. i, p. 94 j Bay, Fish. 

India, p. 611 (see synon,). 

Fenlay-nga- toung-hnyeen, Burmese. 

B. X. B. 19. P. 11. V. 7. A. 22-24. C. 17. 

Length of head 3 to 3|, height of body 14 in the total length. 
Eyes — 3 diameters in the postorbital length of the head, 1| apart. 
A wide shallow groove on the head, broadest in front. Super- 
ciliary and parietal re^ons striated. Tongue smooth. Fins — 
dorsal commences considerably behind the anal, its anterior rays 
the highest ; upper surface of the fin concave. Anterior anal rays 
the longest; fin concave ; its last ray, vhen laid fiat, extends one 
third of distance to the base of the caudal, which is rounded. Scales 
— small over body and cheeks; 12 rows between the lateral line 
and base of the dorsal fin. Pree portion of tail compressed, with- 
out any distinct lateral keel. Colour — bluish green, becoming light 
on the sides and beneath, with a silvery lateral band ; the posterior 
half of the pectoral dark, as is also the lower half of the caudal 
fin. 

Hob. Seas of India to the Malay Archipelago. 

536. (5.) Belone cancila. (Eig. 136.) 

Efiox cancila, Ham, JBuch. Msh. Ganges, pp. 213, 380, pi. 27, fig. 70. 

Belone cancila, Cuv. ^ Val. H. N. Foiss. xviii, p. 455 ; Bay, Fish. 

India, p. 611, pi. cxyiii, fig. 6 (see synon.). 

Kutra, Marathi ; Gongituri, Ooriah ; Eung~gah, Cowa, Sona, and Ku- 
haan,Fvi!o].\ Nga-oh-poung-^oh Burmese ; Fissukolah, 

Tam. ; Ko-hirlah, Assam. 

B. X. D. 15-18. P. 11. V. 6. A. 16-18. C. 15. 

Length of head 2| to 2|, height of body 8 to 12 in the total 
length. Eyes — 3 to 3-^ diameters from the hind edge of the 
opercle, and 1 apart. A deep longitudinal groove along the upper 
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surface of the head. Supraorbital margin smooth. Fins — dorsal 
commences opposite the anal. Caudal slightly emarginate. The 
last dorsal and anal rays not elongate. Scales — small over the 
body and in irregular rows, some over front end of groove on 
head, also on sides of head except on opereles. Tree portion of the 
tail compressed, Colour — greenish grey above, becoming whitish 
along the abdomen ; a silvery streak having a dark margin extends 



Fig. 136 . — Belom cancila. 


along the body from opposite the orbit to the centre of base of 
caudal fin. The whole upper two thirds of the body closely 
marked with fine black spots ; along the side between the pectoral 
and anal fins there are 4 or 5 larger blotches, these are absent in 
the young. Eyes golden. 

There is a variety at Hardwar and in the Central Provinces, 
having a hump along the first part of its back, sometimes continued 
as an elevated ridge as far as the origin of the dorsal fin. 

Hah, Eresh waters of Sind, India, and Ceylon, also throughout 
Burma ; attaining at least 12 inches in length. 

537. (6.) Belone strongylura. 

Belone strongylura, V, Hasselt, Alg. Konst, en Letterh. 1823, p. 131 ; 

Day, Fish, India, p. 512, pi. cxviii, fig. 6 (see synon.). 

Cungur, Sind. ; Ooshee’-coUarcJiee and Coco-mem, Long-nosed fish,” 
Tam. 5 Wodlah-muhu and Kuddera, Tel. ; Thooh-o-doo-noo-dah, Andam. ; 
Copiah, Mai. ; Tol, Marathi ; Nga-toung-pnU-goung’khyoung, Arracan ; 
Burra toonchia, Chittagong ; Nga-p’howng-go, Burmese. 

B. xii. D. 13-15. P. 11. Y. 6. A. 16-18. C. 15. 

Length of head 2| to 3, height of body 13 to 14 in the total 
length. Byes — diameter 3^ in postorbital length of head, 1 to 1| 
apart. A shallow median groove along the head, the superciliary 
region scarcely striated. Fins — first 4 rays of anal in advance of 
the dorsal, which is highest in front, with the upper margin con- 
cave, its posterior rays do not extend nearly to the root of the 
caudal fin; anal of the same shape. Caudal rounded. Scales — 
small, on the opereles and groove on the head ; 11 transverse rows 
between lateral line and anterior rays of dorsal fin. Lateral line — 
double. The free portion of the tail much compressed. Colour — 
summit of head and back yellowish green, with minute brown dots, 
fading into silvery on the sides, and white on the abdomen. A 
deep blue longitudinal band, bordered beneath by another broader 
one of silver, along the posterior half of the sides. Caudal yel- 


422 


TELEOSTII. — PHYSOSTOMI. 


lowish or greenish, minutely dotted with black, and having a round 
bluish-black spot in the centre near the root. 

Eal. Seas and coasts of India and Burma to the Malay Archi- 
pelago. Sometimes taken in estuaries and tidal rivers : not un- 
common at Calcutta. This fish attains 2 feet or more in length. 


2. Genus HEMIEHAMPHUS, Cuv. 

Syn. EyporhampTius^ Euleptorhamphiis, ZenarcJioptems, and Oxypo- 
rhamplhm^ Gill ; Eermatogenys (K. & v. Hass.), Peters ; Hemirhampho- 
don^ Bleeker ; ArTiamphus^ Gunther. 

FarL hollarchee^ Tamil j Toli^ Marathi. 

Branch! ostegals rather numerous. Gill-openings wide. Body 
subcylmdrical and elongate. Eyes lateral. Upper jaw, formed by 
the premaxillaries, short and more or less triangular in form ; the 
lower jaw, in the adult, is elongated far beyond the upper. A 
nasal barbel usually present. Teeth villiform in both jaws. No 
finlets posterior to the dorsal fin. Caudal mostly forked or emar- 
ginate, sometimes rounded. Scales of moderate, or large, size. 
Air-bladder large, occasionally cellular. Some species are viviparous. 
No pj’loric appendages. 

During the cold season of the year the roes of these fishes are 
largely collected and salted on the Malabar coast of India, where 
they are esteemed a great delicacy. 

The scales of species of HemirhampTii and Exocoeti are counted 
in a straight line between the head and base of the caudal fin 
and not along the lateral line, consequently the letters L. r. or 
lateral rows are employed. 


Synopsis of Indian Speotes, 


A. Pectorals thrice as long as caudal fin. . . . 

B. Pectorals short. 
a Tail forked. 

a'. V entrals arising much nearer to caudal 
than to pectorals. 

No scales on anal fin. D. 18 (16), 

A. 15 (14) ; 

6". Some scales on anal. I). 15-16, 

A. 15 

e". No scales on anal or dorsal. 

B. 14-15, A. 13-14 

d'\ A few scales on anal and dorsal. 

D. 13-14, A. 10-12 

/>', Ventrals arising about halfway be- 
tween base of caudal and pectorals . 
c'. Ventrals arising about halfway be- 
tween base of caudal and eye. 

a". Beak red-tipped 

5". Beak uniformly coloured. 
a"\ Scales on anal and dorsal . . 
6'". No scales on anal or dorsal . . 


1. H, longirostnSj p, 423. 


2. H, kucopt&'us, p. 423. 

3. H, canton^ p. 423. 

4. JT. georgii^ p. 424. 

6. H. far, p. 424. 

0. E, reynaldi, p. 425. 

7. E, xanthopterus, 

[p. 426. 

8 . E. unifaseiatibs,^,^Q. 

9. E, limhatm, p. 426. 
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h. Tail square or rounded, not forked. 
a\ Dorsal arising nearer head than anal, 
a". Some rays in middle of anal elon- 
gate 10. H* dispar ^ p. 426, 

J". No anal rays produced. 

Beak beyond upper jaw f of 

total length 11. S’. huffoniSy p. 427. 

Beak about of total . .. 12, I[ ectuntio^ p. 427. 

h'. Anal arising nearer head than dorsal. 13. H, brachynotoptenis^ 

[p. 428. 


538. (1.) Hemirhamplms longirostris. 

Hemirhamphus longirostris, Cuv. Reg, Anim, Sd, nom, 1829, ii, 
p. 286 ; Quv>, tj* Val, H, N, Foiss. xix, p. 52 ; Fay, Fish, India, 
p. 513 (see synon.). 

D. 21-22. P.8, y. 6. A. 18-20. C. 26. 

Length of head 3, o£ beak 4|, of caudal fin 10|, height oE body 
18 in the total length. Eyes — diameter I 5 in postorbital length of 
head, and nearly 1 apart. Body narrow and compressed. ^ Upper 
jaw convex in both directions and one fourth wider at its base 
than it is long. Fms — dorsal much elevated in front, it com- 
mences somewhat in advance of the origin of the anal. Pectoral 
3 | in the length of the body, its upper ray broad and compressed. 
Ventrals very small, one sixth the length of the pectoral. Caudal 
deeply forked, lower lobe the longer. Colour — a silvery lateral 
band, the fins with dark outer margins. 

Hah, Coromandel coast of India ; attaining at least 10*5 inches 
in length ; Leschenault refers to this species individuals up to 
3 feet. 


539, (2.) Hemirhamphus leucopterus. 

Hemirhamphus leucopterus, Cm, ^ Val, H. H, Foiss, xix, p. 48 j 
’ Fay, Fish. India, p. 514. 

D. 18(16). P. 11. y. 6 . A. 15 (14). 0.14. 

Length of head 2^, of beak 4|, height of body 12 in the total 
length. Eyes — diameter 1^ in postorbital length of head, 1^ apart. 
Upper jaw shghtly wider at its base than it is long, keeled, not 
scaled ; no barbels. anal commences under the third dorsal 

ray. Ventral inserted in commencement of last third of distance 
between eye and base of caudal fin. Lower lobe of caudal the 
longer. Scales— none on dorsal or anal fins. Colours, silvery 
lateral band ; fins colourless ; beak black. 

Bab. Bombay ; growing to 6 inches or more in length. 

540. (3.) Hemirhamphus cautori. (Pig. 137.) 

Hemirhamphus cantori, Bleeker, Nederland, Tijds, Fterh. iii, p. 145 ; 
Fay, Fish. India, p. 514, pi. cxix, fig. 1 (pee synon.). 

B. xiv. D. 15-16. P. 10 - 12 . Y. 6 . A. 15. C. 16. L. 1. 62. 
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Length of head 2^, of beak 3|, height of body 12 to 13 in the 
total length. diameter 1| in postorbital length of head 

and 1^ apart. Body compressed. TJppOT jaw pointed, one third 
longer than wide and rather convex. Mns — dorsal fin commences 
before the anal. Ventral inserted in commencement of last third 



Fig 137 . — Hemirhamphus canton 


of distance between front end or middle of premaxillaries and base 
of caudal fin, which is forked, its lower lobe the longer. Beales — 
none on dorsal fin but some on anal ; 6 rows between lateral line 
and base of dorsal fin. Colour — greenish blue above, having a 
burnished silvery stripe along each side. 

Hal. Bombay, Malabar, Madras, and seas of India to the Malay 
Archipelago and China. 

541. (4.) Hemirliamplius georgii. 

Hemirhamphiis georgii, Cuv, ^ Yah H. ISf Poiss. xix, p. 37, pi. 556 j 
Dat/f Phsh, India^ p. 615, pi. exx, fig. 2 (see synon.). 

B.xii. D. 14-15 (16-17). A. 13-14. 0.16. L. 1.54-58. 

Length of head 2J, of beak 4| to 5, height of body 10 to 13 in 
the total length. Eyes — diameter 1| to 1| in postorbital length 
of head, 1| apart. Upper jaw about one diameter of eye in length, 
rather pointed and a little longer than wide at its base, convex, 
scarcely keeled and not scaled. Fim — dorsal commences in last 
fourth of distance between front edge of eye and base of caudal 
and a little in front of the anal. Yentral inserted in commence- 
ment of last third of distance between angle of mouth and base of 
caudal fin. Length of base of anal two thirds that of dorsal. 
Caudal deeply forked. Beales-’ none on dorsal or anal fins ; 5 rows 
between lateral line and base of dorsal. Colour--- n broad silvery 
stripe rather wider than a scale. Fringe on lower jaw black. 

Hob, Seas of India to the Malay Archipelago. 

542. (5.) Hemirhamphus far. 

Esox far, Forsh, Deser, Anm, p. 67, no. 98 h. 

Hemirhamphus far. Day, Fish. India^ p. 516, pL exx, fig. 3 (see 
sjmon,). 

B.xii-xiv. D. 13-*hL A. 10-12. C. 15. L. 1.50-54. Vert. 38/16. 

Length of head 2| to 3, of beak 5 to 5^, height of body 8J to 
12 in the total length. Eyes — diameter i§ in postorbital length 
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of head, 1 apart. ^ Greatest width o£ body one half to two thirds 
of its height. Triangular portion of upper jaw much wider than 
long. Fzm — dorsal commences considerably in advance of anal. 
Ventral inserted in last third of distance between middle of eye 
and base of caudal. Anal about one half as long as dorsal. 
Caudal deeply forked, lower lobe the longer. Sociles — a few on 
front portion of dorsal and anal fins. Colour — back dark bluish 
green; a silvery lateral band, and four dark blotches or spots 
along the sides. 

Hah, Red Sea and east coast of Africa, through the seas of 
India to the Malay Archipelago and beyond ; said to attain over 
18 incites in length. 


543. (6.) Hemirhamphus re 3 rnaldi. 

Hemirhamphus reynaldi, Cm, Val, H. N, Pom. xix, p. 39 ; Day, 
Fish. India, p. 515 (see synon.). 

B. xiii-xiv. D. 14-15 (16). A. 14-15 (17). C. 15. L. 1. 52-54. 

Length of head of beak 6 ^, height of body 11 to 13 in the 
total length. Eyes — diameter equals post orbital length of head, 
and also width of interorbital space. Upper jaw keeled, scaled, 
rather broader at its base than it is long, ^fo barbels. Body 
nearly as wide as high. Fins — anal commences below the third 
or fourth dorsal ray. Ventral commences rather nearer to the 
base of the caudal than to that of the pectoral, or else midway. 
Caudal deeply forked, lower lobe the longer. Seales — none on 
dorsal or anal fins. Colour — a silvery lateral band ; upper edge of 
dorsal blackish. 

Hah. East coast of Africa, seas of India and of Malay Archi- 
pelago ; growing to 9 inches or more in length. 

544. (7.) Hemirhamphus xanthopterns. 

Hemirhamphus xanthopterus, Cuv, 4* Vcd, H. N. Potss. xix, p. 47 ; 
Day, Fish. India, p. 514, pi. cxix, fig. 2. 

B.xii. D. 14-15. P.13. V. 6 . A. 16-17. C.15. L.r. 56-53. 

Length of head 3^ to 3|, of beak 7 to 7^, height of body 12 in 
the total length. Eyes — diameter I 5 in postorbital length of 
head, and | to 1 apart. Upper jaw rather longer than wide at its 
base. ISTo barbels. Fins — anal commences opposite dorsal, the 
anterior portion of both rather elevated. Ventral inserted midway 
between hind edge of the eye and base of caudal. Lower caudal 
lobe the longer. Seales — none on dorsal or anal fins, or a few very 
fine ones on their anterior portion; 7 rows between lateral line 
and base of dorsal fin. Colour — a brilliant lateral band two thirds 
as wide as a scale in its widest part. End of beak coral-red. 

Hah. Malabar coast of India, growing to 6 inches at least in 
length. 
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545. (8.) Hemirliamplius imifasciatus. 

Hemirhamphiis imifasciatas, Manzani, Nov, Comm, Acad, So, Inst, 
Bomn. V, 1842, p. 326, t. 25 ; Day, Fish, India, p. 514 (see synon.). 

B. X. D. 15-16. P.12. V. 6. A. 15-17. 0. 16. L.l. 52-58, 

Length of head 3;^, of beak 6|, height ot body 11|- in the total 
lengijh. Eyes — diameter 1| in postorbital length of head, and 1| 
apart. Fins — dorsal commences in last fourth of distance between 
angle of mouth and base of caudal. Ventral inserted midway 
between base of caudal and front edge of eye. Caudal forked, 
lower lobe the longer. Scales — present on dorsal and anal fins ; 
5| to 6 rows between base of dorsal and lateral line. Colour — 
bluish, with a rather narrow silvery band. 

Hah, Malabar, Andamans, to the Malay Archipelago and beyond : 
attaining to 8 inches or more in length. 

546. (9.) Hemirhamphus' limbatus. 

Hemirhaniphus limbatus, Cuv. ^ Val, H, N, Polss, xix, p. 44 j Day, 
Fish, India, p. 516^ pi. cxix, tig. 3 (see synon.). 

Gongaturi, Ooriah. 

B. X. D. 13-14, P.IO. V. 6. A. 13-15. 0.14. L.l. 50-52. 

Length of head 3g to of beak 6^ to 64, height of body 9 to 
10 in the total length. Eyes — diameter 14 to 1| in postorbital 
portion of head, nearly 1 apart. Width of body | of its height. 
Upper jaw short, one half wider at its base than it is long, and 
keeled along mesial line. Fins — dorsal commences very slightly 
in advance of anal, both fins having their outer edges concave. 
Ventral inserted about midway between eye and base of caudal. 
Anal slightly shorter than dorsal. Caudal lobed, the lower the 
longer. Scales — 5 rows between base of dorsal and lateral line. 
JN’one on dorsal or anal, or a few on their front portions. Colour — 
a brilliant silvery lateral band, which behmcl becomes as broad as 
one scale- Dorsal, anal, and extremity of caudal sometimes 
stained blackish. 

Hah, This is by far the most common species off the Coromandel 
coast of India, and extends to Burma ; it is also found, but more 
rarely, on the Malabar coast. It ascends tidal rivers, and may be 
captured in fresh waters ; it attains at least 7 inches in length. 

547. (10.) Hemirhamphus dispar. 

Hemirhamphus dispar, Cm, ^ Val, H, N, Foiss, xix, p. 58, pi. 558 ; 
Day, Fish, India, p. 517, pi. cxix, fig. 5 (see synon.). ' 

B. x-xi. D. 11-12. P.10. V. 6. A. 11-12. 0.15. L.l. 40. 

Length of entire head 2^ to 2|, of beak 4|, height of body 11 
in the total length. Eyes — diameter 1^ in postorbital length of 
head, and If apart. Upper jaw as broad at its base as it is long. 
A nasal barbel two thirds as long as the eye. Firis — dorsal com- 
mences about 3 rays in front of the anal, one of its rays may be 
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modified. Ventral inserted in commencement of last third of 
distance between end of upper jaw and base of caudal fin. Anal 
with some of its rays, especially the sixth and sometimes the 
seventh, much thickened and elongate. Caudal cut square or 
slightly rounded. Beales — ^none on dorsal or anal fins ; present on 
upper jaw. Golmr — a silvery band along the side. 

Hah. Seas of India to the Malay Archipelago and beyond. 
Common at the Andamans in protected bays. 

548. (11.) Hemirhamphus buffbnis. 

Hemirhamphus bufibnis, Cm. ^ Val H. N. Pom. xix, p. 48 ; 

Fish, India, p. 516, pi. cxix, fig. 4 (see synon.). 

Koo-door-^och-o-dah, Andamanese. 

B.xi. D. 14. P. 10. V. 6, A. 10-12. C. 13. L.r.42. 

Length of head 2^ to 2|, of beak 3^ to 3|, height of body 8| to 
9 in the total length. Ei/es — diameter 1| in postorbital extent of 
head, 1| apart. Upper jaw one fourth wider at its base than it is 
long. A barbel at posterior nostril one half length of eye. Fl^is — 
dorsal with a rather oblique upper edge. Ventral small, inserted 
in commencement of last third of distance between eye and base of 
caudal fin. Anal commences under the third or fourth dorsal ray, 
and the length of its base is from one half to one third as long ; 
some of its rays are sometimes thickened. Caudal rounded, its 
lower rays very slightly produced. Beales — on upper jaw, none on 
the vertical fins. Colour — a narrow silvery streak along the side ; 
upper half of dorsal black. 

Hah, Bombay, Hooghly, Andamans, waters of the Malay Archi- 
pelago and perhaps China. This fish ascends tidal rivers for some 
distance. It attains at least 8 or 9 inches in length. 

549. (12.) Hemirhamplms ectnutio. 

Bsox ectuntio, Ham, Buck, Fish. Ganges, pp. 212, 380. 

Hemirhamphus ectunctio, Bay, Fish. India, p. 517, pi. cxix, fig. 6 
(see synon.), 

Nga’^pmng-nyo, Burmese ; Gongieturi, Ooriah. 

B.x. D. 13-14. P.9. V.6. A. 10-12. C. 15. L. 1.46-48. 

Length of head 2| to 2|, of beak 5J, height of body 11 in the 
total length. Eyes — 2^ to 2| diameters in postorbital length of 
head, and apart. Head and body compressed. Upper jaw 
twice as long as broad at its base. Upper surface of the head flat. 
A short barbel, which is sometimes absent, at the nostril. Fins — 
the dorsal commences somewhat in advance of the anal. Ventral 
inserted in commencement of last third of distance between eye 
and b^e of caudal. Anal rays thickened in the male. Caudal 
rounded. Beales — on upper jaw, none on vertical fins. Colour — 
dull greenish brown, with a narrow and indistinct lateral band ; 
end of upper jaw milk-wliite. 
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It is curious to observe these fish in tidal rivers, they swim near 
the surface, with their milk-white upper jaw* generally visible. 

Edb. Hooghly, tidal stream at Akyab, Burma, Siam, and the 
Malay Archipelago ; attaining at least 6 inches in length. 

550 . ( 13 .) Hemirhamphns brach3niotopterus. 

Hemirhamphus brachynotopterus, Bleeher^ Batav. Genootsch. Ver^ 
hand. xxv. Beng, en Eind. p. 146 j Bay^ Fish. India, p. 517 (see 
synon.). 

D. 9. A. 15. 0. 16. 

Length of head 3^, of beak 4|, height of body 12 in the total 
length. Eyes — 2 diameters in postorbital length of head, rather 
above 1 apart. Body elongate and compressed, a little higher 
than wide. Upper jaw rather wider than long. Upper surface 
of head flat. first ray of the dorsal over the fifth of the 

anal, length of the base of the anal not quite twice as long as 
that of the dorsal. Anal not lower than the body, its inferior 
edge concave. Caudal rounded. 

Eah. Biver Hooghly, whence Dr. Bleeker received a single 
small specimen, which unfortunately is now in a bad state. 


3. Genus EXOCOBTUS, Artedi. 

Syn. Oypsilurus, Swains, j Halocypselus, Weinlancl ; Fareroccetus, 
Bleeker. 

Body moderately oblong. Gill-openings very wide. Javs 
short; the premaxillaries and maxillaries separate. Mandible 
in some species with a tubercular prolongation. Barbels present 
or absent* Teeth, when present, minute and rudimentary. Pec- 
torals elongate, used as an organ for flying. Air-bladder large. 
Pyloric appendages absent. 

As many species of flying-fish are only known from young 
specimens, the size of the eye and the length of the fins as given 
in descriptions must be accepted with reservation. Barbels in 
some species may be an indication that the fish is immature, so 
may vertical bands on the body. 

Geographical Distribution, Seas of temperate and tropical regions. 


Synopsis of Indian Species, 

A. Ventrals short, not nearly reaching anal. 

a. Ventrals inserted nearer to tail than to 

head 1. F. micropterus, p. 429, 

b. Ventrals inserted nearer to head than to 

tail 2. evolans, p. 420. 

B. Ventrals long, reaching to root of caudal. 3. E.furcatns, p. 429. 

C. Ventrals reaching middle or end of base 

of anal, but not to caudal. 

a. Pectorals spotted black 4. -E. pocdlopterus, p. 430. 
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h. Pectorals blacMsli, 'with an oblique white 

band 5. E. aUipinniSf p. 430, 

c. Pectorals neither spotted nor banded . . E. hahienm, p. 431. 

D. Ventrals only just reaching or not quite 

reaching anal 7. E, nx&ito^ p. 431. 

551. (1.) ExoccetxLS micropterus. 

Exocoetus micropterus, Cuv, 8f Vat H. N. Poiss. xix, p. 127, pi 56‘i ; 
jDay, Fish, India, p. 618 (see synon.). 

B. xiii. D. 15-16. P.11-12. Y. 6. A. 14-15. 0.15. L.1.50. 

Length of head 5|, height of body 7^ in the total length. 
Eyes — 3| diameters in length of head, nearly 1 from end of snout. 
A pair of short barbels under symphysis of lower jaw, which is 
prominent. Fms — dorsal commences a little anteriorly to anal, and 
in the last fourth of the body, the highest dorsal rays scarcely 
exceed 1| diameters of orbit \ upper edge of fin rather convex. 
Pectoral not reaching so far as to the ventral, the latter, which is 
inserted midway between pectoral and caudal, not extending to 
anal. Anal of same shape as dorsal. Lower caudal lobe tlie 
longer. —bluish above ; silvery on the sides and beneath; 

fins dark. 

Hah, Malabar to the Malay Archipelago. 

552. (2.) Exocoetus evolans. 

Exocoetus evolans, Linn, Syst, Nat, i, p. 621 ; Day, Fish, India, 
p. 619, pi. cxx, fig. 6 (see synon.). 

D. 12-14. P.14. Y.6. A. 13-15. C.17. L. 1.40-42. Yert. 25/19. 

Length of head 5, height of body 6 in the total length. Eye ^ — 
3^ diameters in length of head, | from end of snout, and 1 apart. 
Fins — dorsal arises above or slightly in advance of origin of anal. 
Pectoral reaches to base of caudal. Yentral short, reaching half- 
way to base of anal. Caudal lobed, the lower lobe much the longer. 
Scales — 6 J rows between origin of dorsal and lateral line. Colour — 
bluish along the back, becoming lighter on the sides and beneath. 
Pectoral grey or black, and with a fight edge. 

Hah, Indian and other tropical and subtropical seas ; attaining 
at least 9 inches in length. 

553. (3.) Exoccetus forcatus. 

Exocoetus furcatus, Mitchell, lit, and Phil, Trans, Neio York, i, 
p, 449, pi. V, fig. 2 j Day, Fish, India, p. 619 (see synon.). 

D. 13. P, 13. Y. 6. A. 9-10. 

A pair of barbels at symphysis of lower jaw. Fins — dorsal 
moderately high, but its longest rays do not extend to caudal. 
Yentrals reach root of caudal, and pectorals nearly as far; the 
former arise slightly nearer to base of caudal than to snout. 
Colour — posterior part of ventrals and lower part of anal black. 
Young with three broad vertical bands across the anterior half of 
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the abdomen ; opercles and pectorals marbled with black; lower 
caudal lobe with three dark cross bands {Gunther), 

Bah. Indian and Atlantic Oceans. A small specimen, 2| inches 
in length, is in the British Museum, and reputed to have been 
brought from India. 

554. (4.) Exocoetus pcecilopterus. (Big. 138.) 

Exoccetus pcecilopterus, C\m. ^ Val. H. N. Poiss. xix, p. 112, pi. 561 ; 

Bay, Phsh. India, p. 618, pL cxx, fig. 4 (see synon.). 

Parravay-kolah, Tamil. 

D. 12-^14. P.14. V. 6. A. 9-10. 0.15. L.l. 54. 

Lengtli of head 5 to 5^, height of body in the total length. 
Eyes — 2| to 3 diameters-in length of head, from end o£ snout, 
and 1 apart. Upper surface of the head roughened. Lower jaw 
the longer. Barbels — absent. Fins — dorsal commences some way 
in front of the anal. Ventral arises somewhat nearer to base of 



Fig, 138 . — Exocoetus ^acilopteriLb. 


caudal than to hind edge of head, and reaches to end of base of 
anal; pectoral reaches as far as end of dorsal. Scales — 7 rows 
between base of dorsal fin and lateral line. Colour — bluish along 
the back, becoming silvery on the sides and beneath. Pectoral 
with many rounded and oval spots, black spots sometimes upon 
the dorsal fin ; ventral white or with spots. 

Hah. Seas of India to the Malay Archipelago. 

655. (6.) E?:occBtus altipinnis. 

Exocoetus altipinnis, Cuv. Val. H. N. Poiss. xix, p. 109, pi. 560 ; 

Bleeher, Atl. Ich. vi, Scomb. pi. i, fig. 8 (ventral fin too short). 

Exoccetus katoptron, BUeher, Atl. Ich. vi, p. 72. 

B.xi. B.IS. P.14-15. Y.6. A. 10. 0.14. L.l. 52. L.tr. 7-8/2. 

Length of head 6^ to 6J, height of body 7 to 7J in the total 
length. P>yes — 2| diameters in length of head, f from end of 
snout, and rather more than 1 apart. Fins — dorsal commences 
halfway between hind edge of eye and end of lower caudal lobe, 
anteriorly it is tw^o thirds as high as the body. Ventrals com- 
mence midway between hind edge of eye and base of caudal, and 
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reach to the end of the base of the anal. Anal be^ns below the 
middle of the dorsal fin. Colour — bluish, becoming silvery along 
the abdomen ; pectoral nearly black, with the first ray white and 
an oblique wide white band passing from its outer margin to a 
little in front of its base. 

Hah. Two specimens up to 11 1 inches long received from 
Bombay. The range of this species extends to the Malay Archi- 
pelago. 

556. (6.) Exoccetus bahiensis. 

Exocoetus bahiensis, Ranzanij 'Nov. Coni. Acad. Sc, Inst. Bonon. v, 
1842, p. 362, t. 88; Bay, Fish. India, p. 519, pi. cxxi, 10 
(see synon.). 

B.xi. D. 12-13. P.L5, Y. 8. A. 9-10. C. 19. L.l. 50. 

Length of head 5|, height of body 6| in the total length. 
Eyes — 3 diameters in length of head, nearly | from end of snout, 
and 1| apart. Fim — dorsal commences halfway between front 
edge of eye and extremity of lower caudal lobe, anterior dorsal 
rays one half as long as head. Ventral arises midway between 
fiont end of snout and end of upper caudal lobe, and reaches to 
centre of base of anal. Pectorals reach to end of base of dorsal. 
Anal commences below last third of dorsal. Colour — dorsal some- 
times with a dark mark on its summit ; the pectorals darker than 
the remainder of the fins. 

Hah. Bed Sea, seas of India to the Malay Archipelago and 
beyond. 

557. (7.) Exocoetus mento. 

Exocoetus mento, Cuv. ^ Val. H. N. Fom, xix, p. 124 ; Bay, Fish. 
Lidia, p. 520, pi. cxxi, fig. 9 (see synon.). 

B.xi. D. 10-11. P. 13. Y.6. A. 10-11. C.17. L.1.44. L.tr. 6/2. 

Length of head 4|, height of body 5| in the total length* 
Eyes — 2| to 3 diameters in length of head, about one half .from 
end of snout. Lower jaw a little the longer ; interorbital space 
smooth, with two grooves which diverge from the snout towards 
the occiput, ceasing opposite the middle of the orbit. Mm — 
dorsal fin elevated as high as the body, and its membrane deeply 
cleft ; it commences opposite to or slightly before the first anal 
ray. Ventrals in some specimens reaching to the anus, in others 
to the anal fin, arising midway between anterior edge of orbit and 
base of dorsal. Pectoral reaching to opposite middle or end of 
dorsal. Lower caudal lobe the longer. Colour — bluish, becoming 
silvery along the abdomen ; dorsal fin black ; upper half of pectoral 
black,* having a white edge ; ventral, anal, and upper lobe of caudal 
white. 

Hah. Bed Sea, east coast of Africa, seas of India to the Malay 
Archipelago. In the cold season this fish is occasionally numerous 
at Madras ; I never obtained it above 4*3 inches in length, but it 
is said to attain to 10 inches. 
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A portion of the dorsal, anal, and ventral fins iin articulated, 
forming spines. Air-hladder, when present, completely closed* * * § in 
adults, not possessing a pneumatic duct. 

Synojf)sis of Indian Families f. 

First group. PEECIFOEMES. 

Eody rarely elongate. No superbranchial organ. Spinous dorsal well 
developed, the soft dorsal similar to the soft anal 5 ventrals thoracic, 1/4 
or 1/5 J. 

I. Preopercle not articulated with orbit. Body 

mostly oblong. Neither molars nor cutting- 
teeth. Vertical fins generally scaleless. Late- 
ral line almost invariably present and un- 
interrupted § Percidse. 

II. Preopercle not articulated with orbit. Body 

mostly elevated and compressed. Neither 
molars nor cutting-teeth ; setiform teeth may 
exist in the jaws, or villiform on the palate. 

Vertical fins scaled. Lateral line uninter- 
rupted * Squamipinnes. 

III. Preopercle not articulated with orbit. Teeth 
feeble, jaws and palate variously armed or 
edentulous. Two long and stiff barbels below 

the chin MnlliriLg* . 

IV. Preopercle not articulated with orbit. Either 

rows of cutting or conical teeth in the front 
of the jaws, or a lateral row of molars, or both 
conjoined Spaxidae. 

V. Preopercle not articulated with orbit. Neither 

cutting nor molar teeth. Lower pectoral 

rays unbranched Cirrhitidae, 

VI. Preopercle articulated with orbit by means of 
a process from the suborbital. Some of the 

bones of the head armed. Dentition feeble. . Scorpaenidae. 


* This merely refers to the pneumatic duct, which, when present, must at an 
early age haye been perwous, as it is an offsboot from the intestinal canal. It 
may frequently be percewed abnormally open even in adults. 

t This synopsis of the families of Indian Aoanthopterygian fishes is taken, 
with as slight alterations as possible, from that in the British Museum Catalogue 
of Pish. Much investigation is, however, necessary before a satisfactory natural 
classification can be eliminated. 

i There are exceptions; thus in some genera amongst the ScoTp(snid(B the 
rays are rudimentary, and in Teuthidida the ventral fin has 1/3/1. 

§ For exceptions, see genus Ambasms ; also Poey has recorded from Cuba a 
genus nearly allied to I/utjanuSf but having an interrupted lateral line. 
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VII. Preopercle not articulated with orbit. Teeth 
feeble, but dentition more or less complete. 

Lateral line interrupted or absent Nandidae. 

VIII. Preopercle not articulated with orbit. A 
posterior canine tooth in premaxillaries, no 
teeth on palate. Dorsal and anal fins with 
many rays, the first few of the former being 

simple. Body elongate Malacanthidae. 

IX. Preopercle not articulated with orbit. Each 
ventral fin having a spine at each end and 

three intermediate soft rays Teutludidae. 


Second group. BERTOIFOEMES. 

Body oblong or elevated. Head with large, subcutaneous, muclferous 
cavities. Ventral fins thoracic, each with a spine, and less or more than 
five soft rays. 

Berycidae. 

Third group. KUB.TIEORMES. 

Body strongly compressed. A single dorsal fin, much less 
developed than the anal. 

XT Kurtidae. 

Eourth group. POLYHEMIFORMES. 

Body oblong, rather compressed. Mouth on the lower side of a pro- 
minent snout; muciferous system on the head well developed. Two 
rather short dorsal fins; several free and articulated filaments below 
each pectoral. Scales more or less covering the vertical fins. 

Polynemidae. 


Ilffch group. SOIiEHIFORMES. 

Bodv rather elongate, compressed. Muciferous system on the head 
well developed. The second dorsal fin much more developed than the 
first, or the anal ; no pectoral filaments. 
yttt Sciaenidae. 


Sixth group. XIPHITFORMES. 

The upper jaw produced into a long sword-like process. 
Xi"y .....*» XipliiidaB, 


Seventh group. TEICHIURIFOEMES. 

Bodv hand-like and compressed. Cleft of mouth deep. T^th in jaws 
and palate, several being strong and conical. Dorsal and anal fins m^iy- 
rayed ; ventrals, when present, generally m the form of a pair of scales , 


caudal absent or forked. 
XV. 


Tricluiiridse. 

2 E 
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Eighth group. OOTTO-SCOMBEIFOEMES. 

Dorsal fins placed close together or continuous, having fewer spines 
than rays, or the spinous portion may be modified into tentacles, detached 
spines, or a suctorial disk ; anal similar to the soft dorsal, sometimes both 
fins are modified posteriorly into finlets ; ventrals, when present, jugular 
or thoracic, never forming a sucker. No prominent anal papilla. 

XVI. A single dorsal fin, with fewer spines than 


rays. 5ne or more bony spines on either 
side of the tail in the adult 


Stromateidae. 


CoTyphgenidae 


side of the tail in the adult Acanthuridae. 

XVII. Body more or less compressed. Teeth, when 
present, villiform or conical. Spinous portion 
of the dorsal sometimes rudimentary; the 
posterior rays of the dorsal and anal may con- 
sist of detached finlets ; ventrals, when present, 
thoracic. Vertebrae 10/14 (Naucrates 10/16). Carangidae. 

XVIII. Body oblong and compressed. Dentition 
feeble. Barbed teeth extend into the oeso- 
phagus. One long dorsal fin without any 
distinct spinous portion. Vertebrae (ixceed 
10/14 Stromateidae. 

XIX. Body compressed. No teeth m tho oeso- 
phagus. One long dorsal fiu without any 
distinct spinous portion. Vertebrae exceed 

10/14 CoTyphgenidae 

XX. Body oblong or slightly elongate, scarcely 
compressed. Two dorsal fins, the first being 
sometimes modified into free spines, or an 
adhesive disk, whilst the posterior dorsal and 
anal rays may be in the form of finlets. 

Scales, if present, small Scombridae. 

XXI. One or two dorsal fins, the spinous .portion 
less developed than the soft, which is similar 
to the anal. Eyes on the upper surface of 

4 ;••••; Uranoscopicte. 

aXII. Body low and more or less elongate. 

One or two dorsal fins. Vertebrse exceed 

10/14 . , . Tracliinidae. 

XXIII. Preopercle articulated with the orbit. 

Dorsal fin single. Lateral line incomplete or 

Pseudochxomides. 

AAiV. Body low and^ more or less elongate. 

First dorsal fin consisting of a few jhee spines ; 

1/2 Batrachidae. 

AAV. 1 he spinous dorsal, when present, composed 
of a few isolated spines which may be modi- 
fied into tentacles ; carpal bones forming a 
sort of arm for the pectoral finj ventrals, 
when present, jugular, having four or five 

i’ * * “i* * • ; Pediculati. 

aXVI. Preopercle articulated with the orbit by a 

a process fi?om the supraorbital ring. 

/ more or less elongate. Pectoral fins 
with or without filamentous appendages • 
ventrals thoracic. Body scaleless, scaled, or 
with a single row of plate-like scales Cottidae 


Uranoscopidae. 


Pediculati. 
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XXVII. Preopercle articulated with the orbit. 

Head and body more or less angular, cuirassed 
with plates, or heeled scales covering the 
body Cataptiracti. 


INTintli group. GOBIIFOEMES. 

Spinous dorsal short and composed of flexible spines, the soft dorsal 
and anal being of equal extent* ventrals, when present, thoracic or 
jugular, having 1/5 or 1/4. A prominent anal papilla. 

XXVIII. Ventrals either united so as to form a 
disk or else placed close together ; anal spines 

may be present Gobiidae. 

XXIX. Two dorsal fins, the first with from four 

to six flexible spines ; ventrals wide apart . . Ca31ion3n3iidse. 


Tenth group. BLENNITFOBMES. 

Body elongate and more or less cylindrical. Spinous portion of dorsal 
fin, when distinct, may be as fully developed as the soft part, or even 
more so ; anal more or less elongate ; ventrals, if present, thoracic or 
jugular j caudal, when present, sometimes subtruncated or roimded. 

XXX. Ventral tins, when present, jugular > anal 
spines few, or absent. Often a prominent 

anal papilla Bleimiidae. 

XXXI, Ventrals jugular. One or two spineless 

dorsal fins ; no anal spines; no anal papilla. . Trichonotidae. 
XXXII. Ventrals thoracic, with one spine and 5 
rays. Body elongate and hand-like. A 
single long dorsal and anal fin, both of soft 

rays Cepolidae. 

XXXIII. Body eel-like. Anteiior portion of the 
dorsal fin consisting of numerous free spines ; 
ventrals absent. No prominent anal papilla. . Rli3nichobdeUidaB. 


Eleventh group. MUGILIEOBMES., 

Two distinct dorsal fins, the anterior short or similar to the posterior; 
ventrals well developed, abdominal, 1/5. 

XXXIV. Body elongate, suhcylindrical. ^ Teeth 
large and cutting. Lateral line continuous. 

A^eltebr® 24 Spliyraenidae. 

XXXV. Body more or less elongate and somewhat 
suhcylindrical. Lateral line indistinct. Den- 
tition feeble or moderate. Vertebrae usually ^ 

exceeding 10/14 Atlierimdae. 

XXXVI. Body more or less elongate and some- 
what suhcylindrical No lateral line. Den- 
tition feeble. First dorsal consisting of four ^ 
stiff spines. Vertebrae 24 Tyiugilidae. 


2f 2 
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Twelfth group, GASTBROSTEIFOEMES, 

The spinous dorsal, when present, short or formed of isolated spines ; 
ventrals abdominal, sometimes imperfectly developed. 

XXXVII, Anterior bones of the head forming a 
tube having a small mouth at its extremity. 

Ventrals vnth 6 rays Aulostomateidae. 

XXXVm. Anterior bones of the head forming 
a tube having a small mouth at its extremity. 

Ventrals imperfectly developed Centriscidae. 


Thirteenth group. CHANIVIFOEMES. 

Body elongate. JSTo labyrinthiform superbranchial organ, but a pro- 
minence on the epitympanic bone. Dorsal and anal fins long, all destitute 
of spines. 

XXXIX Ophiocephalidae. 


Fourteenth group. LABYEINTHIBEANCHII. 

Body compressed, oblong or elevated. A labyrinthiform superbranchial 
organ arising from the branchial arches, and employed for respiratory 
purposes. 

* Lab3nruithici. 

Fifteenth group. TEACH YPTEEIFOEMES. 

Body elongate and strongly compressed. Skeleton soft. Dentition 
feeble. Anal fin absent ; caudal not in the longitudinal axis of the fish 
or else rudimentary j ventrals thoracic. 

Trachypteridae. 

Sixteenth group. LABEIFOEMES. 

The lower pharyngeal bones coalesced along the median line, and with 
or without a median longitudinal suture. A single dorsal fin, the number 
of spines and rays being nearly equal ,• soft anal similar to the soft dorsal : 
ventrals 1/5, thoracic. ^ 

VT^TTT pi^Qsent j scales ctenoid. . Glyphidodontidae, 

Pseudobranchise present; scales cycloid. . Labridae. 

XLIV. Pseudobranchiae absent Chromides. 


Family I. PERCIDiE. 

generaUy oblong, never elon- 
g . Muciferous system of head rudimentary, or but slightly 
developed. Eyes lateral. ISTo superbranchial organ. Preopercle 
entire or serrated ; cheeks not cuirassed. Mouth moderately or 
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in some cases very protractile. Teeth present or absent on the 
vomer and palatines, in the jaws viiliform, with or without canines. 
Anterior portion of the dorsal fin spinous ; ventrals thoracic, with 
one spine and four soft rays, or sometimes 1/4. Scales ctenoid or 
cycloid. Lateral line, when present, continuous (except in some 
species of Ambassis), Air-bladder usually present and more or 
less simple. Pyloric appendages in varying numbers. 

Geograjphical Distrilution. World-wide, in seas and freshwater. 
The Tnflifl.n Percidae are almost entirely marine fishes. It is by no 
means uncommon to capture specimens of Lates long distances 
above salt water, but it is unusual to find any of the genera Serranif’S^ 
Latjanus, Thera^on^ Fristi^oma^ Lohotes^ Datnioides^ or Gerres many 
miles beyond tidal influence. The remainder of the genera are 
almost entirely marine, the most constant exception being species 
belonging to the genus Amhassis^ in which, however, some are 
exclusively found in salt water ; the majority are spread through 
the larger rivers and tanks of the plains. 

The colours and tints of fishes vary in different waters ; if, for 
instance, the water is opaque or muddy, its finny inhabitants will 
be found to be dark, whilst, on the other hand, in clear water they 
are brighter and generally lighter. Age and season lilcewise exer- 
cise an influence in this respect. In stuffed examples, or in those 
which have been long in spirit, marks become more or less oblite- 
rated. Irrespective of the foregoing, the period intervening 
between capture and examination has a considerable bearing upon 
fugitive colours, as well as whether the fishes have been sodden in 
water or kept dry by their captors ; for instance, if a dark-coloured 
fish is placed in a dry situation, and any moist substance laid over 
it and kept wet, the portions of the body which have not been 
allowed to dry will be found to be of a lighter tint than those not 
so treated, and this appeai’ance, which can be so easily produced, is 
indelible. 


Synopsis of Indian Genera, 

Pirst group. Peecxka. 

B. vii. Body oblong. Opercles strongly denticulated or armed. Cleft 
of mouth rather oblique. Two dorsal fins ; three anal spines. Seales oi 
moderate size, usually ctenoid. Pyloric appendages few. No canines. 

Preorhital and preopercle serrated, the latter den- 
ticulated at its angle • • • 1- Lates. 


B. vii. 


Second group. Seeeais’iis'a. 

. Body oblong, sometimes elevated. Opercles serrated or OTmed. 
Cleft of mouth rather oblique. One or, more rarely, two dorsal fins, 
Viiliform teeth on jaws, vomer, and palate. 

Opercle armed. No canines. A single elevated 

^ dorsal fin ; three anal spines 2. Ceomileptes. 

Opercle armed. Canines present. One dorsal 
fin ; three anal spines. Caudal rounded, square 
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or emarginate. Scales small, cycloid or 

ctenoid 3. Serranus. 

Opercle armed. Canines present ; lateral conical 
teeth in lower jaw. One dorsal fin; three 
anal spines. Caudal deeply forked. Scales 
small, ctenoid 4. Variola. 

Opercle spiny. Two dorsal fins ; no anal spines. 

Scales minute 5. Grammistes. 

Branchiostegals seven. Opercles armed. One 
dorsal fin; three anal spines. Scales of 
moderate size 6 . Myriodon. 

Opercle armed ; preopercle with a double denti- 
culated edge. Two dorsal fins; two anal 
spines. Scales small, adherent 7. Diploprion. 


Opercle scarcely spiny; preopercle serrated, its 
vertical border in some species notched to 
receive an interopercular knob, which is some- 
times present. Generally canines .in both 
jaws, and an outer row of conical lateral teeth. 

One dorsal fin; three anal spines 8. Lutjanus. 

Third group. Priacakthina. 

B. vi. Lower jaw prominent. Cleft of mouth almost vertical. 
Scales ctenoid, small. Pyloric appendages few. 

Eyes large 9. Priacanthus. 


Eourth group. ApoGOiriisrA. 

Form of body more or less elevated and compressed. Opercles mostly 
denticulated or armed. Preopercle with a double border. Cleft of 
mouth oblic[UG or even nearly vertical. Two dorsals. Scales deciduous. 
B. vi. Opercle without a prominent spine. No 
canines. A recumbent spine anterior to the 
first dorsal fin ; three anal spines. Scales of 

moderate or small size, deciduous 10. Ambassis. 

B. vii Opercle with a spine. No canines. Two 

anal spines. Scales large, deciduous 11. Apogon. 

B. vii. Opercle without spine. Canines present. 

Two anal spines. Scales large, deciduous . . 12. Chilodipterfs. 


Fifth group. Grtstiita. 

Body or elevated. Opercles entire or variously serrated. 
Cleft of mouth more or less oblique. One dorsal. 

B. vi. Preopercle serrated ; opercle with spines. 

No canines. A single dorsal, deeply notched 
between the ninth and tenth spines ; three 
anal spines 13 ^ 


Sixth group. TniRAPoisrrN'A. 


j. with spines ; preopercle serrated, 

somewhat oblique. Dorsal fin single, but more or less 
anal spines. Air-bladder divided by a constriction into 
posterior portion. 


Cleft of mouth 
notched; three 
an anterior and 



PEEOrDiE. 


439 


Teeth deciduous on vomer and palate, or absent 

from them. Dorsal with 12 or 13 spines. ... 14, Theeapon, 


Seventh group. Peistipomatina. 

Preopercle serrated or entire. Mouth moderately protractile. Teeth 
in the jaws. Dorsal single ; three anal spines. Air-bladder destitute of 
any constriction. 

B. vii. Preopercle serrated. Mouth horizontal ; 
a median groove along the under surface of 

the lower jaw 15. Peistipoma. 

B. vi~vii. Preopercle serrated; opercle with 
short points ; harhel-libe papillae on the man- 
dible. Villiform teeth in jaws, vomer, and 
palate, with an outer enlarged row in the 
former. Spinous dorsal low and deeply cleft ; 
anal with three spines. Fins covered with 

fine scales 16. Hapalogenys. 

B. vi-vii. Preopercle serrated. Mouth small; 
head very convex above ; pores on under sur- 
face of lower jaw, but no median groove .... 17. Diageamma. 

B. vi. Upper profile of the head concave. Pre- 
opercle serrated. Lower jaw the longer .. 18, Lobotes. 

B. V. Preopercle serrated. A hacbwardly-directed 
spine on the infraorbital ring of bones; opercle 

with a weak spine 19. Scolopsis. 

B. vi. Preorbital high. Preopercle entire. 

Generally strong canines. More than three 
rows of scales on the preopercle. Air-bladder 

notched posteriorly • • • 20. Dentex. 

B. vi. Preorbital high. Preopercle serrated or 
entire. Canines not very strong, at least in 
the upper law. Three rows of scales on the 

preopercle 21. Synageis. 

B. vi. Preorbital low. Preopercle entire. Gene- 
rally strong canines. Three or more rows of 

scales on preopercle ^ 22. I^ntapus. 

B. vii, Preopercle entire. Canine teeth absent . , 23, Aphabeus. 

B. vi. Preopercle entire. Vomer edentulous. 

Mouth protractile 24. Smaeis, 

B. vi-vii. Preopercle entire or finely serrated. 

Palate edentulous • 25. CiESio. 

B. vii. Preopercle entire. Villiform teeth in 
laws, vomer, and palate. Canines present. 

8cMes of moderate size 26. Apeion. 


Eighth group. GtEEEina. 


Preopercle serrated or entire. 
A single dorsal. Air-bladder 


B. vi. Body elevated or oblong. 

Mouth very protractile. No canines, 
simple. 

Preopercle serrated A deeply notched dorsal fin; 

caudal rounded. Anal spines 3 27. Datnioidks. 

Preopercle mostly entire. Inferior pharyngeal 
hones generally united by a suture. Dorsal 
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fin with a scaly sheath. Caudal forhed. 

Anal spines 3 * * • * V a* ’•' * 

Preopercle serrated along lower edge. Infeiior 
pharyngeal hones not united by a suture. 
Dorsal with scaly sheath. Anal spines 5 . . 


28. Gbbbes. 

29. Pentapbion. 


First group. PEECINA. 

1. Q-enus LATES, Cav. & VaL 
Syn. Cnidonj Mull. & Troschel ; Fseudates^ Alleyne & Macleay. 

Brachiostegals seven. Body oblong and somewhat compressed. 
Preorbital and shoulder-bone serrated; preopercle with strong 
spines at its angle, and denticulated along its horizontal border ; 
opercle spiny. Teeth villiform on jaws, vonaer, arid palatine bones ; 
tongue smooth. Two dorsal fins united at their bases, the first 
ith 7 or 8 spines, the anal with 3 ; caudal rounded. Scales finely 
ctenoid and of moderate size. Ceecal pylori few. 

Qcogy'cipTiicdl DistTibutioTi, [Mouths of the Nile ; the coasts of 
Baluchistan and Sind, and throughout the seas of India to the 
Malay Archipelago, China, and Australia ; absent from the Eed 
Sea. These fishes in India are marine forms, largely freq[uentmg 
brackish water and occasionally ascending into fresh waters. 

Uses. Excellent as food. The air-bladders or sounds are dried, 
and made into rough isinglass, much of which is exported from 
India to China, and some to Europe. 

558. (1.) Lates calcarifer*. (Fig. 139.) 

Holoceiitrus calcarifer, JBlooJij Ich. t. 244. 

Lates calcarifer, Day^ Fish. India, p. 7, pi. i, fig. 1, Suppl. p. 779 (see 
synon.). 

Dangara.SM.: Fifdda^ Mardthi; Nuddee-meen or Nair-mem, Mai.; 
Faimee-meen or 'Zoduwa, Tam. ; Fandu hopah or Fandu Tel. ; 

Durrmh aud Behhut, Ooriah ; Begti, Beug. ; Nga-tha-dyh, Arracanese ; 
Nga-la-kadift, Burmese ; Koval, or if large Baor, Chittagong ; Todah, 
Andam. ; CoUz-up of Europeans. 

D. 7-8 1 1/10-12. P. 17. y. 1/5. A. 3/8-9. L. 1. 52-60. L. tr. 6-7/13. 

Length of head from 3| to 4, height of body 3| to 3| in the 
total length. Eyes — 5 to 6 diameters in the length of head, 1 to 
from end of snout-, and | apart. Fms — dorsal spines strong, the 
third the highest ; third anal spine longest and strongest ; pectoral 
shorter than ventral, and rounded. Colour — grey, with a dash of 
green along the back and silvery on the abdomen, during the mon- 
soon with a tinge of purple. The immature are usually darker 
than adults. 

* Whilst these pages were passing through the press, Mr. Boulenger called 
attention to two specimens of JPsammoperca waigio^m^ recently obtained at 
Madras P umgienms is very similar to L. cakanfer, being chiefly distin- 
guished by having the mfenor margin of the preopercle entire, not toothed, 
and by tbe 2nd anal spine being nearly as long as the 3rd. 
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Eah, Seas, backwaters, and moutbs of tidal rivers, from the 
coast east of the Persian &ulf to the Malav Archipelago and 
beyond. This fish is excellent eating when from the vicinity of 
large rivers. Large quantities are sold either fresh or partially 



Fig. 130 . — Lates cahanjer. 


salted in the Calcutta markets. It has been recorded up to 5 feet 
in length and 200 lb. in weight. 


Second group. SEBEAN’INA. 

2. Genus CBOlilLEPTES, Swains. 

Syn. /SI? Sleeker; Gill 

Branchiostegals seven. Body oblong, compressed. Eyes lateral, 
of moderate size. Preopercle with its vertical border finely serrated, 
its horizontal margin entire. Opercle with two or three spines. 
Teeth fine in the jaws, vomer, and palate ; no canines ; internal 
row in maxilla not fixed. Dorsal fin single, elevated, with 30 or 
11 spines, anal with 3 ; caudal rounded. Scales small, cycloid, 

559. (1.) Cromileptes altivelis. (Fig. 140.) 

Serranu*? altivelis. Cm. ^ Yd. Bf. K Poks. ii, p. 324, pi 3*5. 
Cromileptes altivelis, Day^ Fish. India^ i, p, 9, pi i, fig. 2, Suppl 
p. 779 (see synon.). 

D.10~ll/18-.19. A.3/9-10. 0.17. L.r.l00-120/85--110. L.tr.36/-. 

Length of head 3|, height of body ^ in the total length. 
Eyes — 5 to 5| diameters in length of head, rather above 1 from 
end of snout and | apart. Dpper profile of head somewhat con- 
cave. Lower jaw much longer than the upper. Fms— dorsal 
spines moderate, the last slightly the longest, but only two thirds 
or three fourths as high as the highest dorsal ray ; soft portions of 
dorsal and anal fins angularly rounded ; second anal spine stronger 
than the third, but not quite so long. Colow— head and body 
greyish, becoming lighter on the abdomen; fins grey; everywhere 
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ornaaiented v\ith round, blaok, white-edged spots, those on the 
body, dorsal, and caudal fins being the largest. 



Fig. altivelis. 

Bah. Seas of India to the Malay Archipelago and China; 
attaining two feet or more in length. 


3. Genus SIERANUS, Ouv. 

Syn. EpinepkeImjSp , Bloch; CephalopJiolis^ sp.,Bl. Schn.; Farnseiranus 
and SerramchthySj Bllsr. ; Lubroperea^ Mycteroperca, Bodianm, JSnnea- 
centrus^ Petrometopon, Fromkrops^ Schistorus, and Menephorusy Gill; 
FrospimiSj Poey; AlpihesteSj Bermatokpis, Jordan & Swain. 

CuUawah, Tamil. 

Brachiostegals seven. Preopercle with its hinder margin more 
or less serrated, its lower edge generally entire ; opercde with two 



Fig. 111.— Head of young Serranm latifasciatus, from an individual 
1 6 inch long, showing preopercular spine. 

or three flat spines, that in the middle largest. Teeth villiform in 
the jaws, vomer, and palate, the outer maxillary and the inner 
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iTiandibxilar row generally larger ; canines present. Tongue smootli. 
Dorsal fin single, lianng from 8 to 12 spines ; anal with 3 ,* caudal 
generally rounded, sometimes cut square, or emarginate. Scales 
small, ctenoid or cycloid- Pyloric appendages varying in number. 

Tbe colour of these fishes varies extensively in the same species, 
and can hardly be accepted as a trustworthy guide for grouping. 
The form of the preopercle is not invariably identical in every speci~ 
men of the same species, nor even on the opposite sides o£ a* fish ; a 
spine is occasionally present at its angle in the immature, becoming 
more or less absorbed in the adult (such a spine is figured in the ac- 
companying woodcut, fig- 141). The sub- and inter-opercles may 
be serrated or smooth, as in ^erranus hoenaeh. The fins also alter 
with age, owing to the spines not increasing in length so rapidly 
as the rays, and even the latter may be comparatively shorter in 
the adult than in the young. The second anal spine is sometimes 
the longest in the immature, but becomes shorter than the third 
in the mature, especially when the second spine is the stronger. 
Occasionally there is an excess of one spine and a deficiency of a 
ray in the dorsal fin. The number of transverse rows of scales is 
\ery important amongst these fishes. 

Geo(/rcip7iical Distribution, The seas of temperate and tropical 
regions. The members of this genus in India are entirely marine ; 
a few, it is true, ascend rivers, not for breeding but for predaceous 
purposes, restricting their range, however, to within tidal in- 
fluence 


8ynojpsis of Indian Sjpecies, 


A. Dorsal with 11 (rarely 12) spines. 

L. tr. 14/40. Brownish red, with 4 vertical 
darker hands and subdistant small dark 

spots 

L. tr. 19/47. Close reddish-brown spots, 
with bluisb-wbite lines intervening .... 
L. tr. 25/56. Bark purplish above, fighter 
below, with numerous dark-edged yellow 

spots ; tail square or emarginate 

L. tr. 20/48. Iteddish grey, with nume- 
rous narrow hrown (blue?) lon^tudinal 

stripes ; tail square 

L. tr. 16/32. Eeddish brown, with large 

darker brown spots 

L. tr. 13/36. Keddish brown, with a net- 
work of light lines 

L. tr. 20/45. Beep grey, with small, rather 
distant, black spots 


1. S. stoliezkcBj p. 445. 

2. S. areolatm, p. 446. 

3. S, coi^omandelicics, 

[p. 446. 

4. iS, unduhsusj p, 446. 

6. S, gilbertiy p. 446. 

6. 8, hexagonatuSf p. 447, 

7. 8, mamlatuSi p. 447. 


* The statement, made more than once, that Sarranus and other marine 
Percidse have been taken near Nepal is simply an error, due to several fishes 
captured in the tidal Hooghly having been given to the National Collection 
with erroneous habitats on them. Blyth, Jerdon, and myself have all ineffec- 
tually tried to get the error corrected. A flying-fish, Exocatus, was among 
Schlagintweit’s collection Tibet! 
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L» ti. 22/ — . Deep purplisli blue, tail and 
fins yellow ; tail emarginate 8. 61 Jlavo-mrulens, 

Eeddish, brownish or yellowish, sometimes [p. 448. 

with dark vertical bands or with spots . . 9. 6'. fasciatusj p. 448. 

L. tr. 21/ — . Greyish olive, with uneq[ual 
pearly-white spots 10. 6'. hoeveniij p. 449. 

L. tr, 19-21/45. Purplish brown above, 
rose-coloured below, with 6 dark vertical 
bands 11, S. diacanthus, p. 449. 

Brownish, with about 6 dark vertical bands 
and a few spots ; dorsal, caudal, and anal 

yellow, spotted 12. 6^. sexfasciatm, p. 449. 

L. tr. 20/6^ Young yellow, vptically 
banded ; adults greyish brown, reticulated 

or mottled with blackish lines 13. 6". lanceolatus^ p. 460. 

Greenish, variegated with red above, sil- 
very white below 14. 6^. erythmrus, p. 450. 

L. tr. 19/60. Brownish, paler below, with 
yellow spots throughout, sometimes with 

cross bands 15. p. 451. 

Greyish brown, covered all over with black 
spots 16. 6^. coralUcola, p. 451. 

L. tr. 24/60. Dark reddish brown, spotted 
black throughout and with ill-defined 
bands across body 11, S, salmoitles, p. 462. 

Eeddish brown, with 6 or 7 broad cross 
bands ; head and fins only spotted .... 18. & semipunctatm, 

L. tr. 21/48. Brownish, body and vertical [p. 462. 

fins with white dots 19. 6^ summana, p. 463. 

Fine white spots along each row of scales . 20. B, dermocJiirus, p. 453. 

L. tr. 21/46. Olive, below yellow. Broad 
white bands on sides 21. 6". morrhua, p. 463. 

It. tr. 23/40. Greyish, spotted with yellow 
or brown; caudal emarginate 22. 6^. angularis, p. 464. 

L. tr. 22/66. Greyish, with irregular un- 
equal brown spots 23. 6'. fusooguUatus, p. 454. 

L.tr. 17/44. Greyish, head golden; nar- 
row longitudinal black lines on upper 

portion of side 24. 6^. latifasciatus, p. 455. 

B. Dorsal with 9 spines. 

L. 1. 90-25, L. tr. 22 -43. Yellowish brown, 
with blue longitudinal stripes 26. 6". homach, p. 455. 

L. 1. 116-120. Eeddish brown, with longi- 
tudinal blue stripes 26. 6'. pollmi, p. 456. 

L. tr. 14-16/40. Scarlet, with blue spots. . 27. 8, miniatus, p. 456. 

L. tr. 21/43. Dark brown, with small blue, 
black-edged spots 28, 8^. guttatus, p. 467. 

L. tr. 10/26. Pale, with round or oval red 
spots 29. jS^. leopardus, p. 457. 

L. tr. 27/40. Dull lake, reticulated blue 
lines on head and shoulders 30. >3. sonTwrati, p. 457. 

L. tr. 18/36. Purplish, with 8 or 9 vertical 
dark bands 31. Bhoelang.p im. 
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560. (1.) Serraans stoliczkae. 

Serranus stoliczkas, Day^ Fish, India, p. 11, pi. i, jBg. 8. 

D. 11/19. P.17. A. 3/7-8. C.17. L.r. 120/100. L.tr. 14/40. 

Length of head 3| to 3^, height of body ^ to 4 in the total 
length. Eyes — diameter 4 to 4J in length of head, 1 from end of 
snout and apart. Yertical border of the preopercle emarginate, 
rather coarsely serrated, most so at its angle. Fins — dorsal spines, 
excluding the first two, of about equal length ; second anal spine 
strongest, the third somewhat the longest, equalling third of dorsal 
fin ; caudal rounded. Scales — cycloid. Colour — light brownish 
red, becoming hyacinth-red on the sides and below, barred with 
four vertical darker bands, the anterior proceeding from the whole 
base of the spinous dorsal; these bands become indistinct in large 
specimens. Head and body spotted with reddish orange or yellow. 
Base of pectoral white, with a black crescentic band. 

Eah, Coast of Sind, Muscat, and common at Aden, but not 
observed eastward of Sind ; attaining at least 12 inches in length. 

561. (2.) Serranus areolatus. 

Perea areolata, Forsh, JDescr. Anim. p. 42. 

Serranus areolatus, Day, Fish. India^ p. 12, pi. i, fig. 4, Suppl p. 780 
(see synon.). 

Hehru, Mai’athi ; Samam, AraM. 

D. 11/17-18, P.15. A. 3/8. 0.19. L. r. 105. L. tr. 19/47. 

Length of head 3^ to 3|, height of body 4 in the total length. 
— diameter 5 to 6 in length of head, IJ from end of snout 
and 1 apart. Yertical limb of preopercle oblique, serrated, and 
with much coarser teeth at its somewhat produced angle. Fins — 
the third to the fifth dorsal spines the longest, and equal to the 
highest rays ; third anal spine not quite so strong as the second, 
but longer; caudal emarginate. Scales — slightly ctenoid. Colour 

reddish brown, with close hexagonal spots, formed by fine 

bluish-white lines throughout the head, body, and fins, the last 
have dark margins edged with white. 

Hah. Bed Sea, coasts of India, and Malay Archipelago; attainmg 
a considerable size. 

562. (3.) Serranus coromandelicus. 

Serranus waaudersi, Bay, Fish. India, p. 12, pi. viii, fig. 1 (nec 
Bleeher). 

Serranus coromandelicus, Bay, ib. p. 746. 

D. 11/17. P.18. A. 3/8. 0.17. L.r. 120-130/110-120. L.tr.25/56. 

Length of head 3|, height of body 3| to 4 in the total length. 
i7v^s-~diameter 4J to 5| in length of head, 1^ from end of snout, 
and from § to nearly 1 apart. Yertical border of the preopercle 
rather strongly serrated, more especially at ibs angle, which is 
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not produced. Teeth — a narrow band along the centre of the 
tongue, dorsal spines of moderate length, increasing to the 

fourth, rays rather higher than the spines ; anal spines rather 
strong, the third the longest, and equal to four fifths of the 
highest in the dorsal fin; caudal cut square in the young, but 
slightly emarginate in the adult. Scales — rather strongly ctenoid. 
Colour — dark purplish, lighter on the abdomen, the whole head 
and body as low as the pectoral fin, the dorsal and upper third of 
caudal covered with large, closely approximating, rather dark-edged 
blotches of yellow, which are rounded or hexagonal, those on the 
head being the smallest. Pins a little darker than the body, and 
stained with black at their edges ; dorsal with a white margin ; 
pectoral orange, upper half of caudal lighter than lower. 

Hah, Seas of Bombay and Madras ; attaining at least 2 feet in 
length. 

563. (4.) Serranus undulosus. 

Bodianus undulosus, Quoy ^ Gaim, Toy. TIranie et Tliyskimne^ Holes, 
p. 310. 

Serranus undulosus, Hay, Fish, India, p. 13, pi. ii, fig. 1, Suppl, 
p. 780 (see synon.). 

D.11/17-19. A.3/8”9.L,r. 135/130. L.tr. 20/48. C^ec.pyl. above 50. 

Length of head from 3|- to 3|, height of body 3| in the total 
length. Eyes — diameter 4 to 5 in length of head, 1 to 1^ from 
end of snout, and ^ to | apart. Preopercle serrated along its 
vertical edge, and with from two to four strong denticulations at 
its angle. Fins — dorsal spines moderate, the third to the fifth the 
longest, and nearly as high as the rays : second anal spine the 
, strongest and nearly as long as the third ; caudal cut square in 
the adult, but rather rounded in the young. Scales — ctenoid. 
Colour — ^reddish grey, becoming lighter on the abdomen ; numerous 
longitudinal narrow brown (blue ?) stripes of varying length, and 
usually somewhat sinuous, above the lateral line, more or less 
horizontal below it ; dots and yellow lines on the head ; fins rather 
dark, and stained at their edges. 

Hah, Seas of India to the Malay Archipelago and China ; not 
uncommon at Madras, where the young are numerous during the 
cold season. This fish attains at least 4 feet in length. 

564. (5.) Serranus gilberti. 

Serranus merra, Hay, Fish, India, p. 18, pi. ii, fig. 2 (nec Bloch ?) 
(see synon.). 

Serranus gilberti, Bichardson, A, M, H, H, ix, 1842, p. 19 : Hay, 

p. 746. 

D. 11/16-17. P.18. A. 3/8-9. C.17. L.r. 90/82. L.tr. 16/32. 

Length of head to 3|, height of body 3| to 4 in the total 
length. Eyes — diameter 4 to 4| in length of head, | diam. from 
end of snout and apart. Snout obtuse. Preopercle rounded, its 
vertical boarder coarsely but evenly serrated. Central opercular 
spine well developed. Fins — dorsal spines rather strong, the fourth 
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somewhat the highest ; pectoral large, as long as the head, and 
longer than the ventral ; second anal spine strongest, and about 
as long as the third, which slightly exceeds the second of the 
dorsal fin ; caudal fan-shaped. Seales — ctenoid. Colour — reddish 
brown, covered with large brown spots ; the marks on the body 
larger than on the head, and usually hexagonal ; pectoral with a 
dark semilunar mark over its base, divided by a light band from 
the dark grey of the rest of the fin, which, as well as the ventral 
and anal, has a black margin. 

Edb, Seas of India, the Malay Archipelago, and China. 

565. (6.) Serranus hexagonatus. 

Perea hexagon ata, BL Sthn. SysL Ich. p. 323. 

Serranus hexagonatus, Bay^ Fish. India^ pp. 14, 746, pi. ii, fig. 3 
(see s}non.). 

Naambu^ Bel. ; Pulli-eullaioah^ “ Spotted Perch,” Tam. 

D. 11/15-17. P.16. A. 3/8. L.r. 110/95. L.tr. 13/36. Caec.pyl.32. 

Length of head from 3^ to 3J, height of body 3| to 4 in the 
total length. Eyes — diameter 4 to 4| in length of head, 1 to 1| 
from end of snout, and ^ to 1 apart. Vertical limb of preopercle 
finely serrated in its upper two thirds, more coarsely so in its 
lower third, especially at its angle. Fim — dorsal spines of mode- 
rate strength, the fourth the longest; second anal spine strongest 
and slightly the longest ; caudal obtusely rounded. Scales — ctenoid. 
Colour — reddish brown with a light reticulation, causing the body, 
and also the pectoral, soft dorsal, and caudal fins, to he covered 
with hexagonal or sometimes rounded markings. In some spe- 
cimens the dark blotches become more confluent, the light 
reticulations being indistinct. 

Hah. Eed Sea, east coast of Africa, seas of India, Malay Archi- 
pelago to the Pacific. 

566. (7.) Serranus maculatus. 

Holocentrus maculatus, Bl Ich. t. 242, fig. 3 (young). 

Serranus maculatus, Bay^ Fish. India j p. 14, pi. ii, fig. 4 (see synon.). 

B.vii. D.11/17-18. P.18. A. 3/8. 0.17.L. r. 106/95. L.tr.20/45. 

Length of head 3^ to 3|, height of body nearly 4 in the total 
length. diameter from 4^ to 5 in length of head, rather 

above 1 from end of snout, and 1 apart. Preopercle rounded, with 
its vertical border strongly serrated, its angle produced, and with 
about eight coarse denticulations. Fins — dorsal spines moderate ; 
ihe third is half the length of the head, and one half longer than 
the rays ; the last is nearly as long as the rays ; second aiial spine 
strongest, but not so long as the third ; caudal cut square but with 
rounded angles. Scales — ctenoid. Colour deep grey, with round, 
somewhat distant black spots on the head, pectoral, and ventral 
fins : oval vertical spots on the anterior half of the body, becoming 
short thick sinuoiLS lines on the last half; the spinous dorsal 
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black-edged ; the soft dorsal, anal, and caudal with a black edge 
and white margin. 

Ifab, East coast of Africa, seas of India, Andamans to the Malay 
Archipelago, and China. 

567. (8.) Serranus flavo-cserulens. 

Holocentrus flavo-cseruleus, Lac^p, IL A. Foiss. iv, pp. 331, 367, 
Serranus ilavo-caeruleus, Gunther, CataL i, p. 145 ; Bay, Fish. India, 
p. 15, pi. iii, fig. 1 (see synon.). 

Munyil mllawah, Tam. ; Kaha4aweyah, Cingalese. 

E. 11/16-17. P.17. A. 3/7-8. 0.17. L. r. 120/115. L. tr. 22/-^. 

Length of head 3^, height of body 3^ in the total length. Eyes 
— diameter 4| to 5^ in the length of head, 1| from end of snout, 
and 1 apart. Preopercle with its vertical limb finely serrated, 
more coarsely so at its angle. Fim — dorsal spines rather strong, 
increasing in length to the third, which is rather longer than the 
soft portion of the fin ; second anal spine not quite so long as the 
third ; caudal emarginate. Scales — ctenoid ; those on the chest 
and abdomen very small. Golowr — ^head and body of a deep 
purplish blue ; free portion of the tail and all the fins gamboge- 
yellow ; some yellow on the snout, maxilla, chest, and opercular 
spines ; ventral and caudal with fine black tips. 

Hah. Seas of India to the west coast of Africa. 

568, (9.) Serranus fasciatus, 

Perea faaciata, Forsh. Bescr, Anim. p. 40. ' 

Serranus fasciatus, Bay, Fish. India, p. 15, pi. iii, fig. 2 (see synon.). 

Teda, Marathi. 

E. 11/15-17. P.18. A. 3/7-8. 0.17. L. 1.80-90. L.r. 95/92. 

Length of head from 3^ to 3|, height of body 3J to 4 in the 
total length. Eyes — diameter 4 to 4^ in length of head, 1 from 
end of snout, and | apart. Preopercle rather strongly sei'rated 
along its vertical border, rather more coarsely so at its angle, 
above which it is somewhat emarginate. Sub- and inter-opercles 
either entire, or with a very few fine serrations. Fins — dorsal 
spines from the third subequal, not so high as the rays ,* second 
anal spine the strongest, a little longer than the third, which 
nearly equals the last in the dorsal fin ; caudal rounded. Scales — 
ctenoid; from 12 to 14 rows between the lateral line and the base 
of the sixth dorsal spine. Qolour — ^in typical S. fasciatus reddish 
or yellowish, with five dark vertical bands, a fine black edge along 
the whole of the dorsal fin. In var. oceanicus the cross bands may 
be absent ; in var. marginalis brownish or yellowish, the dorsal 
and caudal fins being black-edged; in var. variolosm brownish, 
with spots over the head, body, and soft dorsal fins. 

Hah. Prom the Eed Sea through those of India to the Malay 
Archipelago and beyond. 
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569. (10.) Serranxis hoeveniL 

Serranus lioevenii, Bheher, Batav. Genootsck. Verhand. xxii, 1819. 
JPero. p. 36. ' ’ 

Serranus tumilabris, Day, Fish. India, p. 16, pi. iii, flg. 3, Suppl. 
p. 780 (see synon.), 

D. 11/16. P.17. A. 3/8. 0.19. L. r. 95/85. L. tr. 21/— . 

Length of head from 3 to 31, height of body from 3J to 4 in the 
total length. Byes — diameter varies considerably. Yertical border 
of preopercle slightly emarginate, the angle rounded, the whole 
finely serrated, most coarsely at the angle. Fitis — dorsal spines 
from the third subequal, from f to | of the height of the body; 
second anal spine the strongest, equal to or not quite so long as 
the third; caudal rounded. Scales — ctenoid. Colour — greyish 
olive, darkest along the back. Body and head covered with irre- 
gularly sized pearly-white spots, a black line on the maxilla. Pins 
dark grey, externally nearly black, the pectoral, ventral, soft dorsal, 
and anal with a narrow white border ; the whole of the dorsal fin 
white-spotted. The colours vary much with age. 

Hob. Eed Sea, east coast of Africa, seas of India to the Malay 
Archipelago. 

570. (11.) Serranus diacanthus. 

Serranus diacanthus, Cuv. ^ VaL H. Foiss, ii, p. 319 ; Day, Fish, 
India, pp. 17, pL iii, fig. 4, p. 780 (see synon.). 

Damha, Sind. ; Chaandcha, Baluch. 

D, 11-12/16-15. A. 3/8-9. 0.17. L.r. 100/95. L. tr. 19-21/45. 

Length of head 3 to 3^, height of body 4 to 5 in the total 
length. Eyes — diameter 4 to 4| in length of head, 1 from end 
of snout and also apart. Vertical limb of preopercle strongly 
serrated, with two or three coarse teeth at its angle. Fms — 
dorsal spines rather weak and of nearly equal length from the 
third ; second anal spine rather longer than the third, and equal 
to the second of the dorsal fin ; caudal rounded. Scales — ctenoid. 
Colour — brownish, with a tinge of pink on the back, becoming 
rose-coloured on the abdomen. Six dark vertical bands, the first 
crossing the head, the last crossing the free portion of the tail. 
Pins darkest at their margins. 

Hah, Coasts of Baluchistan and through the seas of India; 
also Madagascar, but apparently not east of the Bay of Bengal ; at 
Karachi, where they were very common, I took specimens up to 
18 inches in length. 

571. (12.) Serranus sexfasciatus. 

Serranus sexfasciatus {Kuhl ^ v, Hass,), Cuv, ^ Val H, N, Foiss, 
ii, p. 360; Hay, Fish, India, p. 17 (see synon.). 

D. 11/15. P. 17. Y. 1/5. A. 3/8. 0. 17. L. 1. 85. 

Length of head 3|, height of body 4 in the total length. Byes — 
diameter 4i in len^h of head, 1 from end of snout, and | apart. 

2g 
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Vertical limb of preoperde rather coarsely serrated, with two 
large spinous teeth at its angle, the inferior of which is clirecfced 
somewhat downwards. Fins — dorsal spines moderately strong, in- 
creasing in length to the fourth and fifth, which equal nearly half 
the length of the head, but are not quite so high as the rays ; 
caudal rounded \ second anal spine stronger than the third, but 
not quite so long. Beales — ctenoid. Colour — brownish, with about 
six vertical darker bands, about as wide as the ground-colour ; a 
few irregular dark spots about the body ; dorsal, caudal, and anal 
yellow, with numerous round black spots, those at the bind edge 
of the caudal almost forming a black band with a v bite outer edge ; 
pectoral and ventral greyish. 

Hah. I have not obtained this species in India, but a specimen 
presented by B. H. Hodgson, Esq., is in the JS'ational Collection 
labelled from “ the East Indies.” There is some doubt about the 
locality. 

572. (13.) Serranus lanceolatus. 

Holocentrus lanceolatus, Bloch, Ich. t. 242, fig. 1. 

Serranus lanceolatus, Cuv. ^ Val. H. V. Foiss. ii, p. 31G ; JDa^, 
F. Z. S. 1869, p. 612, and Fish. India, pp. 18, 101, pi. iv, fig. 1 
(see synon.). 

Kurmpu, Mai. ; Commaaree, if young Wutla-callawah or perch with 
a sore head,” Tam. ; Gussir, Sind. ; Bole, Chittagong ; Ifga-toiohtoo- 
shweydoo, Arracan; Fanni min and Fillipunni, Tel. 

D. 11/14-16. A. 8/8-9. L.r. 110/70. L.tr. 20/52. Csec. pyl. many. 

Length of head 3| to 8|, height of body 3^ to 4 in the total 
length. Eyes — diameter 6 to 8 m length of head, 1 to 1| from 
end of snout, and from 1 in the young to 1| in the adult apart. 
Preoperde with its vertical edge having a shallow emargination 
above the angle, and finely serrated, becoming somewhat coarsely 
so at the angle, dorsal spines not so high as the rays; 

second anal spine stronger but shorter than the third; caudal 
rounded. Beales — cycloid, about 15 rows between the sixth dorsal 
'spine and the lateral line. Colours — ^vary with age, the very young 
being of a fine citron or sulphur ground-colour, having irregular 
vertical bands and markings, which become more distinct as the 
age of the fish advances. Tip to a foot or even eighteen inches in 
length, the ground-colour continues to be bright yeUow, with five 
broad, vertical, blackish-blue bands. Eins yellow with black spots 
or blotches. In the adult the black bands disappear, the ground- 
colour becomes greyish brown, the whole being reticulated with 
greyish-black lines. 

Hah. East coast of Africa and seas of India to the Malay Archi- 
pelago ; attaining a large size. 

573. (14.) Serranus erythrurus. 

Serranus erythrurus, Cuv. ^ Val. N. H. Foiss. ii, p. 320 : Hay. Fish. 
India, ip. 18. ^ ^ if > 

D. 11/16. P.17. V.1/5. A. 3/9. 0.17. 
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Preopercle rounded, its vertical border finely serrated, its hori- 
zontal margin entire. Fins — rounded. Golox(>r — on the back and 
upper surface of the head greenish, variegated with red, silvery 
white below ; dorsal greenish; ventral, anal, and pectoral yellowish ; 
tail reddish. 

Hah, Malabar ; growing to 3 feet in length. 

574. (15.) Serranus pantherinns. 

Holocentrus pantherinus, Lacip, H, N, Poiss. iii, t. 27, fig. 3, and iv, 
pp. 389 & 392. 

Serranus malaharicus, Ha^, Fish, India, pp. 19, pi. iv, fig. 2, SuppI, 
p. 780 (see synon.). 

Punni-calawah, Tam. ; Bontoo, Tel. ; Bool, Chittagong ; Nga^owhfoo, 
Arrak. j KyouTirtkeygorkahadit, Burm. ; Rdh-yia-dah and 0-ro-tamrdah, 
Andamanese. 

Variety, 8, lontoo : Madinawah hontoo, Tel. j Bow-je~dah, Andam. 

D. 11-12/15-17. A.3/8-9. L.r.105/95. L.tr.19/50. C©c.pyl. 50-60. 

Length of head to 3|, height of body 3| to 4 in the total 
length. Eyes — diameter 5 to 6 in length of head, 1 to 1| from 
end of snout, and the same apart. Vertical limb of preopercle 
slightly emarginate, finely serrated, more coarsely so at its rather 
square angle, where there exist from four to seven coarse teeth ; 
occasionally there are two or three serrations on the interopercle. 

— the dorsal spines from the third are of about the same 
height, but not so high as the rays; the second anal spine in most 
estuary specimens is as long as the third, but in marine ones 
it is often slightly shorter; caudal rounded. Scales — ctenoid. 
Colour — brownish, fading to grey or dirty white on the abdomen ; 
the whole of the fish, even to the branchiostegal rays, covered 
with bright yellow or orange spots, which often become brown after 
death ; three large blotches on the inter-opercle. ^ The var. S, mor 
laharicus, Bloch, is vertically banded. This variety is the commonest, 
mostly marine, and the bands are unusally well-marked in the 
young. In the variety S, hontoo the bands when present bifurcate 
and the spots are all black ; this is marine and the rarest form, 
never appearing to attain to a large size. In the variety /S. coioides, 
H. 'B,=S, suillus, 0. V., the bands are absent, or else indistinctly 
visible ; this is mostly taken in estuaries or large rivers, as the 
Hooghly at Calcutta. 

Hah, Seas of India to the Malay Archipelago, China, and beyond; 
attaining to a very large size. 

Eussell recorded one taken at Vizagapatam in January 1786 
which measured 7 feet in length, 5 in girth, and weighed upwards 
of three hundred pounds. 

575. (16.) Serranus corallicola. 

Serranus corallicola (Kuhl ^ v. Hassi), Cuv. ^ Vcd. ii, p. 336 ; Hay, 
Fish. India, p. 20 (see synon.). 

D. 11/15-16. P. 18. A. 3/8. L. r. 95/85-90, (Case. pyl. 9, Kner.) 
‘ 2 a 2 
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Lengtli of head from 3| to 3|, height of body 3 1 to over 4 in 
total length. Byes — diameter from 4|^ to 5 in length of head, and 
from I to 1 apart. Vertical edge of the preopercle serrated. Fins 
— dorsal spines increase to the third or fourth, which are about 
f tbe height of the body, and ^ lower than the rays ; second anal 
spine the strongest, a little longer than the third, and equal in 
length to the last in the dorsal fin ; caudal rounded. JSoales — 
ctenoid on the body, about 14 rows between the lateral line and 
the base of the sixth dorsal spine. Colour — greyish brown, covered 
all over with black spots ; soft dorsal, anal, pectoral, and caudal 
with a light edge. 

Hah, Stated by Kner to have been taken at Madras ; also found 
in the Malay Archipelago. 

576, (17.) Serrauus salmoides. 

Holocentrus salmoides, LacSp. H, H, Foiss, lii, pi. xxxiv, fig. 3, iv, 
p. 346. 

Serranus salmoides, Day, India j p. 20, pi. iv, fig. 3 (seesynon.). 

D. 11/15-16. P.18. A. 3/8. 0.17. L.r. 105/90. L.tr. 24/50. 

Length of head 3^ to 3J, height of body 3| to 4 in the total 
length. Eyes — diameter 6| in length of head, 1 J to 2 from end 
of snout, and 1| apart. Preopercle slightly emarginate, serrated 
along its vertical margin, with five or six denticulations at its angle. 
Fins — third dorsal spine one third of the length of the head, they 
gradually decrease to the last, but none are so long as the rays ; 
second anal spine the strongest, but not so long as the third ; 
caudal rounded. Beales — cycloid on the head, ctenoid on the body. 
Colour — dark reddish brown, having round black spots over tbe 
head, body, and fins, those on the head and jaws small. Large 
blotches or ill-defined bands on the body. 

Hah, Eed Sea, seas of India to the Malay Ax’chipelago ; not 
common in India. 

577. (18.) Serranus semipunctatus. 

Serranus semipunctatus, Cuv. ^ Val, H. N, Foiss. ii, p. 341 ; Day, 
Fish. India, p. 20 (see synon.). 

D. 11/16. P. 17. Y. 1/5. A. 3/8. 0. 17. 

Length of head 3 J, height of body 4| in the total length. Eyes 
—diameter 6 in length of head, l| from end of snout, 1| apart. 
Serrations on preopercle strong ; three coarse teeth at its angle, 
but they are not spiny as in B. sescfasciatus. Fins — dorsal spines 
moderately strong, increasing in length to the fifth ; third anal 
spine a little the longest, and equalling the third of the dorsal ; 
caudal large, fan-shaped, and equal to the pectoral in size. Colour 
— body reddish brown, with six or seven broad darker vertical 
cross bands ; head and first portion of the body, as well as the 
free portion of the tail, with some small well-marked spots; dorsal 
and anal yellow, and likewise spotted ; ventral grey. 

Hah. Pondicherry; attaining at least 12 inches in length. 
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578. (19.) Serraniis SEmmana. 

Perea summana, Forsk, JDescr. Jmm. p. 42. 

Serranus suinmana, Day ^ Fish India, p. 21, pi. iv, fig. 4 (see synon.)* 
D. 11/15-16. P.17. A. 3/8. C.17. L.r. 100/90. L.tr. 21/48. 

Length of head from 3^ to 3|, height of body from 3^ to 3J in 
the total length. Dyes — diameter from 4 to 5 in length of head, 
1^ from end of snout and also apart. Preopercle with a very 
shallow emargination above its angle, its vertical border finely 
serrated. Fins — dorsal spines moderate, the third to the fifth 
being the longest ; second anal spine the strongest, rather longer 
than the third, and equalling the highest in the dorsal fin ; caudal 
rounded. Scales — ctenoid on the body, about 13 rows between 
the lateral line and the base of the sixth dorsal spine. Colour — 
brownish, the bod}^ and vertical fins covered with small round 
white dots, which are minute on the head or even absent, a black 
spot above the maxillary ; soft portions of dorsal and anal fins 
with dark edges, having white margins. 

llah, Ped Sea, east coast of Africa, seas of India to the Malay 
Archipelago ; very common at the Andamans. 

579. (20.) Serranus dermochirus. 

Serranus dermochirus, Cm Val. J3.. N, Foiss, vi, p. 518 j Day, 
Fish India, p. 21. 

B.vii. D. 11/16. P.17. V. 1/5. A. 3/8. C.17. 

Length of head 3J, height of body 3| in the total length. Eyes-^ 
diameter 4^ in length of head, 1 from end of snout, and nearly 
1 apart. Preopercle with its vertical^ margin finely serrated. 

— dorsal spines strong, increasing in length to the fourth. 
Colour — the specimen appears to be covered with fine white spots 
along each row of scales. It much resembles S, summana, and is 
probably identical with it. 

Hal. Malabar. 


580. (21.) Serranus morrhua. 

Serranus morrhua, Cuv. ^ Val. H. N. Foiss. ix, p. 434; Day, Fish 
India, p. 21, pi. v, fig. 1, Suppl p. 780 (see synon.). 

1). 11/14-15. P.19, A. 3/8. 0.17. L.r. 130/115. L.tr. 21/46. 

Length of head nearly 3, height of body 3^ in the total length. 
^^g 5 _diameter 4 in the length of head, 1 from end of snout, and 
4 apart. Vertical limb of preopercle slightly oblique, serrated, anc^ 
with three or four strong denticuLations at its angle. 
spines moderately strong, increasing in length to the third, whicU 
is neaily as high as the rays; third anal spine the 
second of nearly similar length and about equal to the tmrd oi 
the dorsal fin ; caudal rounded. Scales — on body ctenoid, 14 rows 
betw'cexL the lateral line and the base of the sixth dorsal spine. 
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Colour — (in the young) greenish olive, becoming dull yellow on 
the abdomen, and marked on the side with broad longitudinal or 
oblique irregular-shaped bluish-white bands. Spinous dorsal nearly 
black, soft dorsal and other fins yellow. Eyes golden. 

Hob, Eed Sea, through those of India to Japan ; attaining to a 
considerable size, but it is not a common species. 

581. (22.) Serranns angularis. 

Serranus angnlaris, Cm, ^ Val H, N. Poiss, ii, p. 35 Fish. 

India, p. 22, pL v, fig. 2, Suppl. p. 780 (see synon.). 

D. 11/15-17. P.17. A. 3/8. 0.17. L.1.70. L.r.l05. L.tr. 23/40. 

Length of head 3|, height of body 3^ to 3| in the total length. 
Eyes — diameter 4 to 3-^ in the length of head, 1^ from end of snout, 
and f to 1 apart. Preopercle serrated, angle slightly produced, 
having two or three strong denticulations (more developed in some 
specimens than in others), the inferior of which sometimes is 
directed downwards ; occasionally there are a few denticulations 
upon the sub- and iiiteropercles. Fins — dorsal spines rather 
strong, increasing in length to the third, which equals three sevenths 
of the height of the body, and is rather longer than the rays ; second 
anal spine strongest, but not quite so long as the third, which equals 
one and a quarter diameters of the orbit ; caudal emarginate. 
Ernies — ctenoid. Colour — greyish, becoming dirty white along the 
abdomen ; head, body, and fins studded rather closely wdth yellow 
spots, which become brown in preserved specimens ; all the fins 
with a black margin edged with white. 

Edh, Bed Sea, seas of India and Ceylon to the Malay Archi- 
pelago % attaining 2 feet or more in length. 

582. (23.) Serranus fuscoguttatus. 

Perea fusenguttata, Forsk. Fescr, Anim. p. 42. 

Serranus fuscoguttatus, Day, Fish, India, pp. 22, 101, pi. v,1Bg. 3 (see 
synon.). 

D. 11/14-15. P.19. A. 3/8-9. 0.17. L. r. 100/90. L.tr.* 22/56, 

Length of head 3 to 8|, height of body 3^ to 3| in the total 
length. diameter 4^ to 6 in the length of head, 1| from 

end of snout, and 1 apart. Preopercle usually convex, but in 
some specimens with a very shallow emargination above its rounded 
angle, serrated in its whole extent, most coarsely so at its angle. 
Fins dorsal spines rather strong, the third equals about two 
sevenths of the length of the head i third anal spine equal in length 
to the third dorsal one, and though longer, not so strong as the 
second ; caudal rounded. /ScuZes— cycloid (Bleeker observed that 
they are ctenoid in the young). Colour — greyish, with brown 
spots of a larger or smaller size irregularly disposed, sometimes 
hexagonal on the head. There are some larger blotches on the 
head and body, and one across the free portion of the tail. In some 
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specimens only the large cloudy blotchings or markings are present 
on the body. 

Bal, Eed Sea, east coast of Africa, seas of India, Malay Archi- 
pelago and beyond. 

583. (24.) SerranxLS latifasciatxLS. 

Serranus latifasciatus, Schlegel, Faun, Japon^ Fishes, p. 6 ; Dag, Fish. 
India, ^uppl p. 780 (see synon.). 

Serranus grammicus, Dag, P. Z. S. 1867, p. 700 ; Fish. India^ p. 23, 
pi. V, fig. 4. 

D. 11/12-13. A. 3/8. C.17. L.1.85. L.r. 105/86. L.tr. 17/44. 

Length of head about 3^, height of body 3j in the total length. 
Eyes — diameter 5 in length of head, 1^ from end of snout, ^ and 
1 apart. Vertical limb of preopercle oblic[ue, finely serrated in its 
upper two thirds, becoming coarser lower down, and ba\dng several 
large denticulations at its projecting angle, which is slightly pro- 
duced. Fins — dorsal spines of moderate strength, the fourth 
slightly the longest, but not so long as the rays ; second anal spine 
the strongest, the third one fourth longer and equal to the second 
in the dorsal fin ; caudal very slightly rounded. Scales ^feebly 
ctenoid or cvcloid j 12 or 13 rows between the base of the sixth 
dorsal spine and the lateral luie, greyish, with a golden 

gloss about the head. Tour narrow black lines on hinder part of 
head, one extending to the tail and two to base of dorsal fin. 
Dorsal and caudal with black spots ; anal with a black edge. Eyes 
golden. 

Eah. Madras and Sind ; also Japan. 


584. (25.) Serranus boenack. 

Bodianus boenack, Bloch, Ich. iv, p. 44, t. 226. 

Serranus hoenack, Day, Fish. India, p. 23, pi. vi, fig. 1 (see synon.). 

Verri-cullawah, Tam. ; Kyouh-nga-towUoo, Arracan. 

D. 9/16-18. P.15. A. 3/8-9(10). C.17. L. 1.90-95. L.tr. 22/43. 

Length of head 3|, height of bodv 3 to 3^ in the total length. 
Dues — diameter 5 to 5i in length of head, rather above 1 from end 
of snout, and | apart. Yertical limb of preoperde rather convex, 
and a little emarginate above its angle in the adult, but not m the 
young ; its upper two thirds finely serrated, more coarsely so at its 
angle, where the serrations are rather irregularly disposed. l*tns— 
dorsal spines from the third are of about the same length, the longest 
being tLee fourths the length of the longest ray; s^ond anal 
spine the strongest, equal in length to the third m the adult or even 

longer in the young ; caudal rounded. £fc(iZ«s— ctenoid. Oomr 

when alive very brilliant, but fading after 

lowish brown, snout pale blue, bps and throat spotted with 

blue, whilst about five fillets of the same colour diverge from the 

orbit and cross the opercles and branchial membranes. Blue an 
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rather tortuous horizontal lines on the side from the head towards 
the tail, some continued on to the dorsal and other fins, except 
(occasionally on) the ventrals, which, however, become nearly black 
at their extremities. 

Hal, Seas of India and Malay Archipelago to China. 

585. (26.) Serranus polleni. 

Epinephelus polleni, Bleeher, Amsterdam Verslag, Akad, 2nd Hks. 
ii, p, 336. 

Serranus polleni, Day, Fish, Lidia, 8upx>l, 1888, p. 781 (see synon.). 
D. 9/15-16. P.17. V. 1/5. A. 3/9. 0.17. L. 1. 115-120. 

Length of head 3f, height of body 3| in the total length. 
Dyes — diameter 6 in length of head, 1^ from end of snout. Pre- 
opercle serrated, most coarsely so along its lower edge. Fins — 
dorsal spines increasing in length to the fourth, the posterior ones 
four fifths as high as the rayed portion of the fin. Second anal spine 
somewhat the longest. Caudal fin slightly rounded. Beales — 9 or 
10 rows between the base of the sixth dorsal spine and the lateral 
line. Golours — closely approaching those of Serranus boenaeJe, being 
generally reddish brown, with 5 or 6 narrow blue lines on the 
head passing backwards, 10 or 12 horizontal blue lines along the 
body, those in the upper third interrupted and contorted, some 
ending on the soft portion of the dorsal, others on the caudal and 
anal fins. Caudal externally edged with reddish brown. 

Hah, Mauritius. The coloured figure of a Madras specimen 
termed Semharra jpunnee, Tam., exists in the late Sir Walter Elliot’s 
collection made at Madras. 

586. (27.) Serranus miniatus. 

Perea miniata, Forsh. De8a\ Anim, p. 41. 

Serranus mimatus, Day, Fish, India, p. 24, pi. vi, fig. 2 (see synon.). 
D. 9/15-16. A. 3/9. C.17. L.1.90. L.r. 106/96. L. tr. 14-16/40. 

Length of head from 3| to 3|, height of body 3| in the total 
length. Eyes — diameter from 5 to 6 in length of head, 1 to 1^ 
Irom end of snout, and -I apart. Yertical limb of preoperele 
usually somewhat emarginate above its angle, the whole finely and 
evenly serrated, as are also the sub- and intei’opercles. Fins — 
dorsal spines rather strong, the fourth or fifth somewhat the 
longest, and equal to one third the height of the body, the last 
nearly as high as the first ray ; caudal rounded. ctenoid. 

Colour — scarlet; body, cheeks, opercles, dorsal, caudal, and anal 
fins covered with large blue spots, the size of which equals the 
extent of from 2 to 5 scales ; two blue spots opposite the base of 
the pectoral. Two dark streaks from the orbit along the snout. 
The fins darkest at their margins. 

Hal, Bed Sea, seas of India to the Malay Archipelago and 
beyond. 
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587. (28.) Serranus guttatns. 

Bodiamis guttatiis, Bloeh, Ich. t. 224. 

Serranus guttatus, Bay, Fish. India, p. 24, pi. yI, fig. 3, Suppl p. 782 
(see synon.). 

D. 9/15-16. 0.17. L.r. 107/102. L. tr. 21/43. Csec. pyl. 8. 

Length o£ head 3 to 3^, height of body 3 to 3| in the total 
length. Eyes — diameter from 6 to 6 1 in length of head, li from 
end of snout, and 1 apart. Yertical limb of preopercle rounded 
and finely serrated, lower limb entire ; a few serrations on the 
interopercle. Fins — dorsal spines rather strong, increasing in 
length to the fourth and fifth ; second anal spine strongest, and 
slightly longer than the third ; caudal rounded. Scales — ctenoid. 
Colour — usually reddish brown, and mostly with darker vertical 
bands ; head, body, and all the fins (except occasionally tlie 
pectoral and ventral) covered with numerous small blue spots ; 
dorsal, anal, and caudal with a fine white border. 

Hah. Eed Sea, East coast of Africa, seas of India to the Malay 
Archipelago, China, Australia, and beyond. 

588. (29.) Serranus leopardus. 

Lahrus leopardus, Lac6p. H. N. Poiss. iii, p. 517, t. sxx, fig. 1. 

Serranus leopardus, Bay, Fish. India, p. 25, pi. vi, fig. 4, Sujipl. 
p. 782 (see synon.). 

D. 9/13-15. A. 3/8-9. 0.17. L. r. (70/65)88/80. L. tr. 10/26. . 

Length of head 8|-, height of body 3 in the total length. Eyes — 
high up, diameter largest in the immature, from 5 to 6 in length 
of head in adult, 1 to IJ from end of snout in adult, and nearly 
1 apart. Vertical limb of preopercle rounded and very finely ser- 
rated ; interopercle usually with a few fine serrations along its 
posterior half. Fins — dorsal spines strong, the fifth the longest, 
but not equalling the length of the rays ; second anal spine the 
strongest and slightly the longest ; caudal rounded. ;Sc«Ze^rather 
strongly ctenoid on the body, 8 rows between the lateral line and 
the sixth dorsal spine. Colour — varying, red or yellow pre- 
dominating. The body whitish, covered with round or oval 
red spots, which are extended over the dorsal, anal, and caudal 
fins. A dark band passes from the eye to above the upper oper- 
cular spine ; one or two black bands over the free portion of the 
tail. Caudal generally with a white or blue spot at each of its 
outer angles, and a triangular black band, sometimes broken up or 
even replaced by white, across its last third. 

Hah. Eed Sea, through those of India to Chinas attaining to at 
least 151 inches in length. 

589. (30.) Serranus sonnerati. (Eig. 142.) 

Holocentrus sonnerat, Lacip. H. N. Poiss. iv, p. 889. 

Serranus sonnerati. Bay, Fish. India, p. 25, pi. vii, fig. 1 (see 
synon,). 



458 


TELEOSTEI. — ^ACANTHOPTEBYGII. 


Siggapu cuUaxoah, Tam* 

D. 9/14-15. A. 3/8-9. C.17. L. r. 130-140/116-120. L.tr. 27/40. 

Length o£ head 3^ to 3|, height o£ body 3| to 3J in the total 
length. Byes — diameter 5| to in the total length, 1| to 1 J from 
end of snout, and | apart. Vertical margin o£ preopercle sometimes 
slightly oblique above its angle ; it is very finely serrated in its whole 
extent. Lower limb with irregular notches and serrated, occa- 
sionally coarsely so. Sub- and interopercles finely serrated ; the 



Fig. 142 . — Serranus sonnerati. 


two upper opercular spines more developed than the lower. Fim — 
dorsal spines moderately strong, increasing in length to the third, 
from whence they slightly augment in height to the last ; the rayed 
portion is about one fourth higher than the spinous ; second anal 
spine the strongest, but not quite so long as the third, which nearly 
equals the third of the dorsal ; caudal rounded. Sociles — cycloid on 
the head, ctenoid on the body ; fine ones are continued for some 
distance up the bases of the soft dorsal, anal, and caudal fins. 
There are 14 or 15 rows of scales between the sixth dorsal spine 
and the lateral line. Colour — dull lake ; the head and body "to 
below the first half of the spinous dorsal fin covered with a network 
of blue lines enclosing spots from one sixth the diameter of the 
to spaces larger than it. Some indistinct spots over the whole of 
the body. ITins of rather darker colour than the body, especially 
at their edges ; caudal with some dull blue or white spots. 

Isleof Bourbon and east coast of Africa, seas of India, 
mostly if not entirely confined to the east coast and Ceylon. At 
Madras this species is not uncommon, and attains at least 3 feet in 
length. 

590. (31.) Serranus boelang. 

Serramis boelang, Cuv. % Fal. H. N Fom, ii, p. 308 j Day, Fish, 
India, p. 26, pi. vii, fig. 2 (see synon.). 

D. 9/15-16. P.15. A. 3/8-9. C.17. L.r. 90/83. L.tr.l^/^. 

Length of head to 3J, height of body nearly 3| in the total 
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length. Eyes — diameter 5 in length of head, from end of snout, 
and i apart. Preopercle with its vertical limb finely serrated, the 
serrations continued along its angle and a short distance on to its 
horizontal border ; fine serrations upon the sub- and interopercles. 
Ftns — dorsal spines rather strong, and from the third are about 
equal in length but not so long as the rays ; second anal spine much 
the strongest and also the longest ; caudal rounded. Scales — ctenoid 
on the body, ten rows between the lateral line and the base of the 
sixth dorsal spine. Colour — ^purplish, with eight or nine dark 
vertical bands on the body not so wide as the ground-colour : a dark 
mark behind the two upper opercular spines, and a blackish edge to 
the dorsal. 

Hah. Bed Sea, east coast of Africa, through the seas of India to 
the Malay Archipelago. This fish does not appear to attain a large 
size. 


4. Genus VAEIOLA, Swains. 

Syn. PseudoserranuSj Klunz. 

Branchiostegals seven. Body oblong, compressed. Preopercle 
with its vertical limb feebly serrated, its horizontal one entire. 
Opercle with three spines. Teeth villiform in the jaws, vomer, 
and palate ; canines present, and the inner row of teeth in both 
jaws movable ; some conical teeth along the rami of the mandibles. 
Dorsal fin single, with nine spines, anal with three ; caudal deeply 
emarginate. Scales small, ctenoid ; none on the snout, suborbitals, 
or maxiMa,. 

591. (1.) Variola louti, (Pig. 143.) 

Perea laiiti, ForeK Desev. Amm. p. 40. 

Variola louti, Day, Fish. India,, p. 26, pi. vii, fig. 8, p. /82 

(see synon.). 

D. 9/13-15. P.18. A. 3/8. C. 17. L.r. 120/105. Vert. 10/14. 



Fig. 143 . — Variola louti. 


Length of head from 3^ to 4, height of body 4^ in the total 
length. diameter 4J to 5 in length of head, upwards of 
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from end of snout, and f apart. Lower jaw prominent. Fim — 
dorsal spines rather weak, the soft portion of the fin and of the 
anal elongated and pointed ; pectoral as long as the head without 
the snout; ventral one third longer; caudal with pointed angles. 
Colour — ^red, with small darker spots everywhere. All the fins 
red ; outer edge of pectoral and soft dorsal yellowish, as also snout 
and abdomen. A yellow line along the inner edge of the two lobes 
of the caudal fin. 

Hah, Eed Sea, to the Malay Archipelago. Not common off the 
coast of India, so far as is known. 

5. Genus GRAMMISTES, Bloch & Schneider. 

Syn. Pogonoperca, Gunther. 

Branchiostegals seven. Body oblong, compressed. Snout short. 
Opercle and preopercle unserrated, but spiny. Teeth villiform 
in the jaws, vomer, and palatines ; no canines. Tongue smooth. 
Afieshy barbel of a more or less rudimentary character on the chin. 
Two dorsal fins, the first with seven spines ; anal spineless. Scales 
minute, adherent, and enveloped in the epidermis. Pyloric appen- 
dages few. 



Pig. 144. — Grammv)tes orientalis, 

GeograpMcalPistrihution, Eed Sea, throughout the seas of India 
to the Malay Archipelago, and beyond. 

Synojpsis of Indian Species, 

Peep brown, with white longitudinal bands. ... 1. G, orxmtalu, p. 460. 
A. 11. Brown, with small white dots 2. G, punctatus^ p. 461. 

592. (1.) Granunistes orientalis. (Pig. 144.) 

Grammistes orientalis, JBl. ScJm, p. 188 ; Day, Fish, India, ^28, 
pi. ix, fig. 1 (see synon.). 

D. 7 I 1/13-15. P.16. Y. 1/5. A. 9-11. C. 17. 
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Length of head 3 to 3^ height of body nearly 3 in the total 
length. Eyes — diameter 3^ to 5 in the len^h of head, | from end 
of snout, and 1 apart. Vertical limb of preopercle with three spiny 
denticulations on its border, the upper the smallest ; some indistinct 
ones along the lower limb. Three spines on opercle. Fins — ^third 
dorsal spine the longest ; soft dorsal, anal, and caudal rounded. 
Colour — deep chestnut-brown, with three milk-white longitudinal 
bands from the head along the body, the inferior ceasing opposite 
the posterior end of the base of the anal fin. A white median band 
from the snout to tlie base of the dorsal fin. In some specimens 
there are six or more white longitudinal lines along either side of 
the body. 

Eah, Eed Sea, to the Malay Archipelago and beyond. An 
example 13| inches long was sent from Madras in 1883. 

593. (2.) Granmustes pimctatus. 

Grammistes pimctatus, Cuv. ^ Vd. yi, p. 504; Day, Fish, India^ 
Suppl 1888, p. 782 (see synon.). 

B. vii. D. 7 I 1/12. P. 16. V. 1/5. A. 11. 0. 17. 

Length of head 3^, height of body 4 in the total length. Eyes— 
high up, diameter 5| in the length of the head, about J apart. 
Lower jaw the longer. Vertical limb of preopercle with spiny den- 
ticiilations ; three spines on opercle. A barbel rather longer than 
one diameter of the eye at the symphysis of the lower jaw. 
Colour — greyish brown, with small white dots. 

Hob, Madras, to the Malay Archipelago and beyond; seems to 
be rare on the coasts of India. 


6. Genus MYBIODON, Barneville. 

Syn. Centrogenys, Eichardson. 

Branchiostegals seven. Villiform teeth on jaws, vomer, and 
palatine bones ; none on the tongue. Opercle spined ; preopercle 
serrated and with forwardly directed spines along its lower border. 
A single dorsal fin, with from 12 to 14 spines ; anal with three, 
Seales of moderate size. 


594. (1.) Myriodon waigiensis. (Pig. 145.) 

Qmy ^ Gazm. Voy, Uranie et Phys.j Zool. 



^ India, p, 148, pi. xxxvi, fig, 1. 

)ay, Fish, India, p. 747 (see synon.). 

0.16. L.l. 35. L.tr. 5/14. 


Myriodon waigiensis, . 

D. 14/10. P.14. A. 3/6. 

Length of head 3i, height of body di in the toM length, 
diameter 3| in length of head, | from end of snout md dso ■ 
apart. A nasal tentacle. dorsal spines strong and rather 
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higher than the rays ; second anal spine much the strongest and 
longest, equalling the length of the pectoral fin ; caudal rounded. 
Scales — finely ctenoid, 10 rows between the lateral line and the 



Pig. 145 . — Mynodon wmgienm. 


ventral fin. Ooleur — reddish, marbled with brown; some dark 
bands radiate from the eyes. All the fins spotted, blotched, and 
banded with brown or black. 

Rah^ Nicobars to the Australian seas. 


7. Genus DIPLOPRION (Kuhl & v. Hass.), Cuv. & Yal. 

Branchiostegals seven. Body oblong, compressed. Opercle 
spiny; preopercle with a double edge, the outer of which is 
denticulated. Teeth villifonn in jaws, vomer, and palatines ; no 
canines; tongue smooth. Two dorsal fins, the first with eight 
spines ; anal with two. Scales small, adherent. Pyloric append- 
ages few. 


595. (1.) Diploprion bifasciatum. 

Diploprion bifasciatum {Kuhl ^ v. Rass.), Cuv, ^ Val. R. N, Foiss, ii, 
p. 187, pi. 21 ; Bay, Kish, India, p. 28, pi. ix, fig. 2 (see synon.). 

Anoovah mean, Tam. 

B. 8 I 14-15. A. 2/11-13. C. 17. L. r. 113/100-105. L. tr. 12. 

Length of head 3J, height of body 2 J in the total length. Eyes 
— diameter 4 in length of head, IJ from end of snout, and f 
apart. Approximating portions of sub- and interopercles serrated, 
Opercle with its two upper spines large, followed inferiorly by 
several smaller ones. Fins — third and fourth dorsal spines the 
highest, and nearly equal to the length of the head behind the front 
edge of the orbit ; they decrease in length to the last, which is very 
short; anal spines also very short; caudal rounded. Colmr — 
gamboge-yellow, with two broad black cross bands. 

Rob, Seas of India, to China and Japan. 
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8. Genus LUTJAUTJS, Bloch. 

Syn. Biaeope and Mesoprion, Cut. &Val.; Genyoroge, Cantor; M<t- 
color, Bleeker ; Proainblys, JBypopldet, MomAoplites, Oxyuiits, EmplUes, 
and TropidiniuSyQ^R^ 

Branchiostegals seven. Body oblong, compressed ; snout elon- 
gated. Preopercle serrated, with or without a notch on its vertical 
border to receive a knob, which is sometimes developed on the in- 
teropercle. Opercle rarely with one, more generally with two or 
three indistinct points. Yilliform teeth in both jaws; canines in 
the upper, with smaller ones in the lower jaw, and laterally a row 
of canine-like teeth ; villiforni teeth likewise on the vomer and 
palate ; when present on the tongue, minute. Dorsal fin single, 
with from 9 to 12 spines ; anal with 3. Pectorals pointed; caudal 
rounded, truncated, or emarginate. Scales ctenoid, of moderate or 
rather small size, one or two enlarged rows over the nape. Pyloric 
appendages few or absent. Air-bladder simple. 

Geographical Distribution, Tropical seas. 

Uses, All these fishes are good as food, though some are insipid. 
They are extensively salted and dried in many localities. 

Amongst the Lutjani^ when immature (as in a few Serrani), a 
spine sometimes exists at the angle of the preopercle; as age ad- 
vances it becomes gradually absorbed. Instead of one there may 
be several spine-like denticulations at this spot in the fry, which also 
disappear. The interopercular knob (dg. 146), in those species 
which possess one (= genus Diacope, Ouv. & Yah, or Genyoroge, 
Cantor), appears in two distinctmodes— either as well formed from 
birth, with a notch in the vertical border of the preopercle — or else 
the knob is gradually formed, and as it increases in size it presses 



Pig 146. — Gill-covers of Lidjanus. The interopercular knob and preopercular 
notch are present m the left-hand figure {^Biacope), wanting in me right 
{Mesopnon). 

against the vertical border of the preopercle, causing absorption of 
the spot above it, and thus creates a notch. It has been remarked 
of the Berrani that one dorsal ray occasionally assumes the form of 
a spine ; but this seems to be rather rai'e among the Indian Awif/am, 
in which, although the spines may be increased, the rays are not 
usually diminished in number ; an increase in the number of rays 
is of more frequent occurrence than in the spines. 

The lateral blotch is sometimes most decided in the young, but 
whether it is a specific character or not remains to be solved. 
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Synoj^sis of iTidian Species, 

L. tr. 9/22. Keddish, witli tliree curved 
Wack bands. Soft dorsal and anal with 
long acute point behind 1. X. seh(B, p. 465. 

L. 1. 45-60. Large interopercular knob. 

Adult nearly black 2. Z. niger, p. 465. 

L. tr. 9/23. A violet-purple band along the 

base of the dorsal fin 3. Z. malaharicm^ p. 406. 

L. tr. 11-12/25. Red, with marks varying 

with age 4. Z. annularis, p, 466. 

L. tr. 8/23. Scarlet 6. Z. dodecacantlms, p. 467. 

L. tr. 7-8/18. Four blue bands from the 

eye along the sides 6. Z. hasmira, p. 468. 

L. tr. 9/21. y ellowish red 7. Z. fulvus, p, 468. 

L. tr. 6/15. Olive, with two milk-white 

spots on each side of the back 8. Z. higuttatusj p. 469. 

L. tr. 6-7/14. Body horizontally banded 

pink and yellow alternately .......... 9. Z. lineolatus, p. 469. 

L. tr. 8/21. Two wide dark horizontal bands 

from the eye to the caudal fin 10. Z. lemniscattis, p. 470. 

L. tr. 8/22. Three dark bands from the eye, 

two to dorsal, one to tail 11. Z. ohrysotcBnia, p. 470. 

L. tr. 8/19. Brownish, spotted with blue . . 12. Z. rimlatm^ p. 471. 

L. tr. 7-8/16. Oherry-red, the young with 

narrow, white, vertical bands 13. Z. argentimaculatus, 

L. tr. 7/18. Caudal fin rounded. Reddish [p. 472. 

brown 14. Z. roseus, p. 472. * 

L. tr. 6/15. Reddish, with varying colours. 16. L,*‘sillaoo, p. 473. 

L. tr. 6-7/15. Roseate shot with gold j a 

black lateral blotch 16. Z. lioglossus, p. 473. 

L. tr. 6/13. Reddish. Soft dorsal and pec- 
torals scarlet 17. L.jahngarahj p. 474. 

L. tr. 8/21. About six blue bands from the 
eye along the body; a black lateral 
blotch 18. Z. cceruleoUneatus, 

L. tr. 7/21. Reddish crimson, a lunate black [p. 474. 

band on the caudal fin 19. Z. lumdatus, p. 475. 

L. tr. 7-8/16. Eye 3^ in length of head. 

Golden, with a black lateral blotch 

mostly below the lateral line 20. Z. fuhijlaynma, p. 475. 

Similar to last ; eye smaller ; lateral blotch 

mainly above lateral line 21. Z. unimaculatusj p. 476. 

L. tr. 7/13. Golden, with a black lateral 

blotch 22. L.johnii, p. 476. 

L. tr, 8/23. Crimson in adult. In young 
end of dorsal, last half of free portion 
of tail, and whole of caudal fin black. . 23. Z. gibbm, p. 477. 

L. tr. 7/18. Brownish, with two white spots 

on each side below dorsal fin 24. Z. hohar, p. 477. 

L. tr. 6-7/1 6. Purplish yellow ; fins darker, 
edged white. A black lateral blotch 

present or absent 25. Z. marginatus, p. 478. 

L. tr. 6/14. Caudal fin rounded. Silvery 

grey, with longitudinal yellow bands. , 26. Z. yapilli, p. 479. 

L. tr. 8/19. Five blue bands from the eye [p, 479. 

along the body ; a black lateral blotch . 27. Z. quinquelineans, 
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L. tr. 8/12. Yellowisli red, -witli olive 

stripes following rows of scales 28. L, %iUa, p. 480. 

L, tr. 6/16. Roseate, with olive or reddi^ 

lines following rows of scales 29. i. madras, p, 480. 

L, tr. 6-7/17. Six blackish longitudibal and 
six vertical bands crossing on sides. A 

black blotch at base of caudal 30. i. demissatm, p. 481. 

696. (1.) Lulganxis sebss. 

Diacope sebse, Cuv. Vah H, JV. Foiss. ii, p. 411. 

Lutianus sebae, Day, Fish, India, p. 30, pi. ix, fig. 3 (see synon.). 

Veri-cut-ta-day, or Nai’-herrucM, smelling like a dog,” Tam. 

D. 11/15-16. A. 3/9-11. L. 1.50-55. L.tr.9/22. C»c.pyl.4-5. 

Length of head 3| to 3^, height of body 2^ in the total length. 
Eyes — diameter 3^ in length ot head, 1§ from end of snout, and 
f apart. Both the vertical and horizontal margins of the pre- 
opercle serrated, the former deeply notched in the adult to receive 
a well-developed interopereular knob, which in the young is not so 
distinct. Fins — ^third dorsal spine longest, from this the spines 
decrease to the last but one ; soft portion of fin and also of anal 
elevated and pointed i caudal emarginate. Beales — ^in oblique rows 
above lateral line, horizontal below. Colour — ^reddish, a broad 
black band from before dorsal, through eye to snout ; a second 
from between second and sixth dorsal spines to ventral fiba ; a 
third from soft dorsal, curving downwards to lower half of caudal ; 
ventrals and lower half of anal black. 

Eah. Red Sea, east coast of Africa, seas of India, and Malay 
Archipelago. 


597. (2.) Lutjauus niger. 

Sciaena nigra, Forsh. Deso, Anim, p. 47. 

Lutianus nigra, Day, Fish, India, Suppl, 1888, p. 783 (see synon.). 
D. 10/13-15. P.17. A. 3/10-11. 0.17. L. 1.45-50. 0»c.pyl.4. 

Length of head 3 J, height of body 3 to 3^ in the total length. 
Eyes — diameter 3J to 4 in length of head, 1 from end of snout. 
Upper and front profile of head very convex. Lower jaw the 
longer. Vertical border of preopercle with a deep notch to receive 
a large interopereular knob^ lower edge serrated. Fins — dorsal 
and anal pointed behind ; pectoral long, reaching the anal ; caudal 
emarginate. Colour — adult greyish black; immature dark pur- 
plish, nearly black (belly bluish), with several light spots along 
base of dorsal fin. A bright band along middle of body and tail- 
fin, another from the eye over the jaws, and a third down the 
opercle. Pins dark, the posterior end of dorsal and anal fims 
light-coloured ; caudal lobes tipped with white. 

Eal). Red Sea, east coast of Africa, and Malay Archipelago. In 
1887 Mr. Haly obtained a specimen from the Maldives for the 
Ceylon Museum. 

2 H! 
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598. (3.) Lutjauns malalbaricns. 

Sparus malabaricus, Bl. Schn* S^st Ich, p. 278. 

Lutianus malal}aricTis, Bay^ Fish, India, p. 31, pL ix, fig. 4 (see 
synon.). 

D. 11/13. P.17. A. 3/9. 0.17. L.1.55. L.r. 68/64. L.tr.9/23. 

Length of head 3^, height of body 2|- in the total length. Eyes 
— diameter 4 in length of head, from end of snout, and | apart. 
A slight concavity over the orbits. Lower jaw the longer. 
Preopercle with a very shallow emargination on its vertical border, 
which is finely serrated ; at the angle the serrations become larger, 
four or five of smaller size along posterior half of lower margin. 
ISTo interopercuJar knob. Fins — dorsal spines moderate ; from the 
third they are of about equal length, but shorter than the rays ; 
soft dorsal and anal somewhat angularly rounded and of the same 
height. Pectoral reaching to above the anal spines ; second and 
third anal spines about equal, nearly equalling the third dorsal ; 
caudal slightly emarginate. Scales — rows above the level of lower 
edge of orbit oblique, below horizontal. Colour — ^roseate in life, 
with narrow oblique yellow streaks above the lateral line, and 
longitudinal ones below it ; a violet-purple band from behind the 
eye along the base of the dorsal fin, reappearing in a lighter form 
across middle of free portion of tail. Pins reddish, the dorsal and 
caudal with a fine black edge; anal spines dark grey, ventral 
white. 

Coasts, of Sind and India. 


599. (4.) Lntjanus annxilaris. (Pig. 147.) 

Mesoprion annularis, Cuv, Sf Val H. F. Poiss. li, p. 484. 

Lutianus erythropterus, Bay, Fish. India, pp. 32, 746, pl.x, figs. 1 & 
2 (see synon.). 

Soosta, Ooriah. 

D.11/13-14. A.3/9. L.1.52-55. L.r.70/60. L.tr.11-12/25. C.p.5-6. 

Length of head 3-| to 3^, height of body 2|- to 3| in the total 
length. Eyes — diameter 5 to 6 in the length of the head in the 
adult, but much larger in the young, IJ to 2 from end of snout, 
and 1| to apart. The maxilla, in the adult, scarcely reaches 
to below the front edge of the orbit. Yertical border of pre- 
opercle shallowly emarginate, finely and evenly serrated ; serrations 
coarser near angle; they extend a short distance along the lower 
border. Sometimes a very small interopercular knob. Fins — 
dorsal spines moderate, increasing in length to the fourth; the 
soft portion of the fin more angular in the adult than in the young, 
the highest rays half as long again as the fourth spine. Pectoral 
reaching as far as the ventral ; anal spine longest and equal to 
third dorsal; caudal slightly emarginate or cut square in the 
young. Scales — in somewhat sinuous rows directed upwards and 
backwards ; they extend over the base of the dorsal fin reaching 
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“® equally developed over the bases of 
ae cai^al md ^al. CoZom?-— crimson -with orange reflections; a 
broad blacksh band from the eye to the dorsal In ; several nlur- 
row and nearly homo^al black lines on the sides. A black trans- 
verse b^d above the free portion of the tail, having a wHte^e 
m front and a namow one behind. Pectoral flk-coloured ; 
ventral partly or wholly black ; dorsal dark grey in some specimens, 



Pig. 147. — Lutjamis annularis* 

with a nearly black base and a black edge ; caudal pink, with a 
narrow black border ; anal darkest anteriorly. In adults (12 
inches) the black lines disappear, and each row of scales has a 
golden line ; a trace exists of the band from the eye to the dorsal 
fin ; that over the free portion of the tail is somewhat indistinct, 
Hdh* Eed Sea, east coast of Africa, seas of India, Malay Archi- 
pelago, and beyond. This species is captured all the year round 
at Madras, but is most abundant during the cold months. 

600. (5.) Lutjanus dodecacanthus. 

Liitianus dodecacanthus, Bleelzer, Batavia Nat. Tijdsch. iv, 1853, 
p. 1 04 5 Bay, Fish. India, p. 33; pi. x, fig. 3 (see synon.). 

D.ll-(12)/13-14. P. 17. A. 3/9. L.l. 52. L.r. 65/54. L.tr.8/23. 

Length of head 3§, height of body 3§ in the total length. 
Eyes — diameter 4 in length of head, 1^ from end of snout, and 
nearly 1 apart. Vertical margin of preopercle having a shallow 
emargination, finely serrated above, but more coarsely at the 
angle ; anterior half of lower border finely serrated. A small in- 
teropercular knob. Fins — dorsal spines moderate, the fourth and 
fifth longest ; they gradually decrease to the last, which is only 
two thirds as long as the fourth ; soft portion of dorsal angular. 
Pectoral reaches to above the anal spines ; third anal spine equals 
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longest dorsal soft portion of anal angular ; caudal slightly emar- 
ginate. Scales~m oblique, straight (not sinuous) rows above the 
lateral line, and also as low as a level with the eye, below which 
all are horizontal. Colour — scarlet, with a golden line along each 
row of scales and a nacreous spot across tail just behind base of 
dorsal. A narrow black edge to dorsal, caudal, and anal fins. 

Eah, Seas of India to the Malay Archipelago. 

601. (6.) lutjanus kasmira. 

Sciasna kasmira, ForsJi. Fescr. Anim, p. 46. 

Lntianus bengalensis, Fay^ Fish. India, p. 33, pi. x, fig. 4, Suppl. 
p. 783 (see synon.). 

Veri-heeclian, Tam. 

D.ll/13~14. A.3/8. L.L48. L.r.75-80/62--68. L.tr.7~8/18. O.p.O. 

Length of head from 3^ to 3|, height of body in the total 
length. Eyes — diameter from 3^ to 4 in length of head, from 
end of snout, and f apart. Vertical border of preopercle with a 
moderately deep notch above the rounded angle, finely serrated 
above,yery coarsely at angle, some serrations continued on the lower 
margin. Tnteropercular knob distinct. Fins — dorsal spmes rather 
strong, the fourth longest and one fourth higher than the rays ; 
soft portion of fin rounded. Pectoral reaching to above anal 
spines ; anterior anal rays the longest, lower edge of fin slightly 
convex ; caudal emarginate. /Scales — in oblique rows above lateral 
fine, horizontal below. Colour — yellowish brown above, becoming 
yellowish white beneath. Pour bright blue black-edged and 
slightly sinuous bands from the orbit across the opercles, the upper 
two to the dorsal fin, the third to behind the dorsal, and the fourth 
to the tail. Pins yellowish, dorsal with a dark edge and a light 
outer margin. 

Eah. Bed Sea, seas of India, Malay Archipelago, and beyond; 
attaining at least 10 inches in length. 

602. (7.) Lutjanus fulvus. 

HolOcentrus fulvus, Bl. Schn. JSyst Ich. p. 318, 

Lutianus fulvus, Fay, Fish. India, p. 34, pi. x, fig. 5 (see synon.). 

D. 11/13. P.17. A.3/8. C.17. L.1.51. L.r. 72/61. L,tr.9/21. 

Length of head 3^, height of body 3^ in the total length, 
diameter 31 of length of head, l^ from end of snout, and | 
apart. Vertical border of preopercle deeply emarginate, with 
a produced rounded angle, serrated above the notch, almost spiny 
on the angle, a few fine serrations on the lov'er edge. Inter- 
opercular knob very well developed, pyramidal. -Pm— dorsal 

spines strong, increasing in length to the fourth ; from it they 
decrease to^ the last, which is scarcely above two thirds as high ; 
soft portion of fin rounded, the height of the rays aWt two thirds 
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of the highest spine. Pectoral reaching to above the aTial spines. 
Second anal spine much the strongest, third e(][ualling the second 
of the dorsal fin ; caudal emarginate. Scales — ^in oblique rows 
above the lateral line, horizontal below. Colour — ^uniform yellowish 
red, with a dark spot in the axil. Pms yellow ; upper third of 
dorsal black, with a white margin ; caudal with a black edge and 
white margin ; a black mark across middle of first third of anal. 

HaK Andamans, Tahiti. 


603. (8.) Lutjaaus biguttatus. 

Serranus biguttatus, C%w. Val. H. 2T, Poiss. vi, p. 507. 

Lutianus biguttatus, Day^ Fisk. India, p. 34, pi. x, fig. 6 (see synon.). 

D. 11/11-13. P. 16. A. 3/8. L. 1. 50. L.r. 64/54. L. tr. 6/15. 

Length of head 3|, height of body 4 to 4|- in the total length. 
3jes — diameter 3^ to 3^ in length of head, 1 from end of snout, 
and I apart. Yertical margin of preopercle finely serrated, with a 
moderately deep emargination to receive a badly developed inter- 
opercular knob, the angle rounded, lower edge almost entire. 

— spines weak, those of dorsal increase in length to third and 
fourth, from these they decrease to the last ; soft portion of fin 
(as also that of the anal) rounded and not half so high as the 
spines. Pectoral extends rather beyond ventral, but hardly to 
above anal; third anal spine rather the longest, but not so long as 
the rays; caudal slightly emarginate. Scales — ^in parallel rows 
below, and oblique above lateral line. Colour — ^yellowish grey 
above, yellowish white on the sides and abdomen, a broad black 
band from eye to middle of caudal fin, a second band from below 
jaws to above posterior end of base of anal. A white pearly spot 
under middle of spinous dorsal, and a second under commence- 
ment of rayed portion of fin. 

Eah. Seas of India to the Malay Archipelago. 


604. (9.) Luiganus lineolatus. 

Diacope hneolata, Pilpp. Atl. Fische, p. 76, t. xix, fig. ^ 

Lutianus lineolatus, Day, Fish. India, p. 35, pi. xi, figs. 1, 2 (see 
synon.). 


Nooleni, Tam. 

D.11/12-13. A.3/8-9. L,1.60. L.r.52/50. L.tr.6-7/14. Osec.pjlA 

Length of head 3| to 3f, height of hodj 3J to ^ in the toW 
length. diameter 3 to 3^ in length of head, f from md of 

snout and also apart. Vertical border of preopercle with a slightly 
produced angle and almost horizontal lower edge, the ve^eal 
Umb finely serrated, more coarsely so at the angle, the serrations 
continued along the posterior half of the lower hmh. No 
opercular knob. Jlins— dorsal spines moderate, the third to the 
fifth the longest ; they decrease to the last, which is about equal 
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to the rays. Pectoral pointed; second anal spine the strongest, 
and nearly equal to third ; anal rays one fourth higher than dorsal. 
IScales — in oblique sinuous rows above lateral line to opposite end 
of dorsal fin, where they become horizontal, as are also those 
below the lateral line. Colour — purplish red along the back, 
more yellow below the lateral line. Upper third of the body with 
oblique and in places sinuous golden lines along each row of 
scales; below the lateral line the fish is longitudinally banded 
with pink and yellow alternately. Pins yellow, with a light band 
along the centre of the dorsal. 

Bob. Eed Sea, east coast of Africa, seas of India and of Malay 
Archipelago ; very common ofi Madras. 


605. (10.) Lntjanus lemniscatus. 

Serranus lemniscatus, Cwo, %• Val. B. N, Boiss. ii, p. 240. 

Lutianus lemniscatus, Bay, Fish. India, p. 36 (see synon.). 

D. 10/14. P.17. Y./15. A. 3/8. 0.17. L. 1. 56. L. tr. 8/21. 

Length of head 3^, height of body 3^ in the total length. 
Eyes — diameter 4 in length of head, 1^ from end of snout, and f 
apart. Dorsal profile more convex than that of the abdomen. 
Vertical border of preopercle serrated and with a shallow emargin- 
ation; interopercle with a badly developed knob. Fins— -dor soil 
spines rather strong, increasing in length to the fourth, which is 
a little higher than the rays ; the second and third anal spines of 
about the same length and equal to the third of the dorsal fin ; 
caudal emarginate. Scales — in oblique rows above the lateral line, 
horizontal below. Colour — apparently dark red or yellow, with a 
wide brown or black band from the eye to the centre of the caudal 
fin, and another less defined and narrow parallel band below. 

Hah, Ceylon to the Malay Archipelago. 


606. (11.) Lntjanus chrysotasnia. 

Mesojrion chrysotasnia, Bleeher, Batavia Nat, Ttjdseh. ii, 1851, 

Lutianus chrysotsenia, Bay, Fish, India, p, 36, pi. xi, fig. 3 (see 
synon.). 

D. 10/15. P.16. A, 3/9. 0.17. L.L52. L.r. 75/70. L. tr. 8/22. 

Length of head 3^, height of body 3J to 3J in the total length, 
diameter 3-| in length of head, l| from end of snout, and 1 
apart. Jaws of nearly equal length. Vertical border of pre- 
opercle having a very shallow emargination, its angle rounded but 
not produced, both margins finely serrated. No interopercular 
knob. Opercular points indistinct. dorsal spines weak, in- 

creasing in length to the third, from that they decrease to the last ; 
soft portion of fin rounded, and much lower than spinous portion. 
Pectoral pointed, reaching to nearly above anal spines ; first anal 
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rays highest, lower edge of anal rounded, caudal emarginate. 
Scales — oblique rows above the lateral line, horizontal below. 
Colour — olive-green, with 3 dark bands from the eye, two running 
to the dorsal, the third to upper half of caudal, the latter has a 
golden band below it, below this is another dark horizontal band, 
and the abdomen beneath it golden ; a deep black spot in the axil 
of the pectoral. Fins golden, a light margin to the spinous dorsal 
and first five or six rays ; caudal with a darkish edge. 

Eah. Mcobars to the Malay Archipelago. 


607. (12.) Luyanns rivulatus. 

Diacope rivulata, Cue. ^ VaL JS. N, Poiss, ii, p. 414, pi. 38. 

Lutianus rivulatus, Fish. India, p. 37, pi. xi, fig. 4 (see synon.). 

Cuttupirium, Tam. 

D.10/15. A.3/8-9. O.17.L.1.45-50. L.r.56/50. L.tr.8/19. O.pyl.5* 
Length of head to 3|, height of body 3 in the total length. 
Byes — diameter in length of head, from end of snout, and 
rather above 1 apart. Vertical margin of preoperele finely ser- 
rated, even in the well-developed notch that is above its angle to 
receive the interopercular knob; horizontal margin more coarsely 
serrated in its posterior portion than it is on its vertical border. 
Interopercle with a large triangular tuberosity directed a little 
upwards and backwards. dorsal spines strong, increasing 

in length to the third, fourth, and fifth, which are not quite so long 
as the highest of the dorsal rays, from the fifth the spines decrease 
in length; soft portion of the fin angularly rounded; ventral 
reaches the anus. Anal spines strong, the second equals the high- 
est of the dorsal; soft portion of fin angular and one third longer 
than the dorsal; caudal slightly emarginate. Scales— m oblique 
rows above the lateral line, horizontal below, a strongly serrated 
shoulder scale, and two rows of broad scales over the nape. Colour 

.(ixx the iwMatur^ back olive, with a slate-coloured spot m centre 

of each scale; abdomen greyish with horizontal golden lines crossing 
the centre of each scale, and vertical dark ones along them toes. 
Several bright blue lines on preoperele, opercle, and snout. A 
white blotch four scales long on the lateral hue opposite the third 
to the fifth soft dorsal ray, having a wide black edge to its upper 
third. Dorsal slate-coloured, above reddish with a narrow white 
edee • necfural reddish ; ventrals slaty with a dark edge ; caudal 
bluish, tivM with red. Generally vertical hands are more or less 
toti. U the adult about 15 inches in len^h the rawk on the 
lateral line becomes indistinct, the golden shade is wanting, hut 
the blue spots remain. The white edge to the fins is also usually 

Eed Sea, east coast of Africa, seas of India, Malay Archi- 
pelago, and beyond. 
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608. (13.) Lutjanxis argentimacxJatus. 

Scisena argentimaculata^ ForsJc. Descr, Anm» p. 47. 

Lutianus argentimaciilatuS; Da^, Fs/i. India j p. 37, pL xi, fig. 6 (see 
synon,), 

Tdml, Malir. 5 Eangoo, Tel. 5 To-go^re-dahf Andam. 

D. 10/13-15. A.3/8. 0.17. L. 1.45-50. L.tr. 7-8/16. Csec.pyl.d. 

Length of head 3^ to 3J, height of body 3 to 3| in the total 
length. Eyes — diameter 3 to 5 in the length of head, 1 to 1^ from 
end of snout, and | to 1 apart. Vertical border of preopercle 
with a very shallow emargination, a rounded angle, and an oblique 
lower limb, the vertical border very finely serrated, most coarsely 
so at its angle and especially along the lower margin. A slight 
swelling on the interopercle. Fim — dorsal spines not very strong, 
increasing in length to the third, fourth, and fifth, from these they 
decrease to the last ; soft portion of fin rather angular. Pectoral 
reaching to above anal spines. Second anal spine the strongest 
and nearly equal to the-sixth of the dorsal ; soft portion of anal 
angular j caudal emarginate, in some specimens rather deeply 
lunate. Scales — in horizontal rows above the lateral line, in some 
specimens (especially young) they are a little sinuous but do not 
become regularly oblique until under the soft portion of the dorsal 
fin ; below the lateral line they are horizontal. Colour — cherry-red, 
dpkest at the bases of the scales.. The front edge of the aiial fin 
pinkish white, as also the first ventral ray. Upper margin of 
spinous dorsal orange. In some specimens there are dark spots 
on the dorsal, caudal, and anal fins. The very young have from 
six to nine narrow, vertical, silvery-white bands, which become 
more or less lost as age increases. 

Hah, Eed Sea, east coast of Africa, seas of India, Malay Archi- 
pelago and beyond. This fish attains upwards of two feet in 
length and is good eating. 

609. (14.) Lutjanus roseus. 

Lutianus roseus, Day, Fish, India^ p. 38, pi. xi, fig. 6 (see synon.). 

D. 10/14. P.16. A. 3/8. 0.17. L.1.48. L,r. 57150, L.tr. 7/18. 

Length of head 3^, height of body 3^ in the total length. Eyes 
—diameter 4 to 4| in length of head, from end of snout, and 1 
apart. Vertical border of preopercle emarginate, lower limb oblique, 
the whole finely serrated, most coarsely at the angle and along the 
lower edge IN'o tuberosity on the interopercle. Fim — dorsal 
spines moderately strong, the fourth the highest ; from it they 
decrease to the last, the soft portion of the fin rather rounded, as 
high as the fourth spine. Ventral reaching nearly two thirds of 
the distance to the anal ; second anal spine stronger and rather 
longer than the third and equal to the sixth dorsal, soft portion of 
fin one fifth higher than that of the dorsal; caudal rounded. 
Scales — in horizontal rows below the lateral line, and also above it 
so far as to below the middle of the dorsal spines, here the rows com- 
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mence running obliquely to the base o£ the soft dorsal, but become 
horizontal beyond the base of that fin. Colour — dark reddish 
brown, becoming duU cherry-red below the lateral line ; fins with 
dark edges. 

Hob. Seas of India to the Malay Archipelago. 

610. (15.) Lutjanus sillaoo. 

Lntianus sillaoo, Doy^ Fish. India^ p. 39, pi. xii, fig. 2 (see synon.). 

Nga-toet'-jpornee, Arracan. 

D.10(ll)/14, P.16. A.3/8-9. C.17. L.L44. L.r. 48/42. L.tr.6/lo. 

Length of head 3|, height of body 3^ in the total length. Eyes 
— diameter 4-| in length of head, 1^ from end of snout, and i 
apart. Vertical border of preopercle with scarcely any trace of 
emargination, angle rounded, lower limb very oblique ; the whole 
vertical edge very finely serrated, with a few coarser serrations at 
the angle. 'No interopercular knob. Fins — dorsal spines weak, 
the third and fourth about equal, from these they decrease to the 
last, which is only a little above half the height of the fourth ; soft 
portion of the fin angular, and nearly as high as the spines. Pec- 
toral reaching to above the last anal spine ; ventral extending to 
the vent ; second anal spine stronger than the third but not so 
long, the third equals the seventh dorsal spine. Caudal slightly 
emarginate. JScales — ^rows above lateral line rather oblique ; below 
the latei'al line they are horizontal. Colour — back greyish brown, 
chest orange, abdomen and sides light violet, each scale having a 
white edge. Spinous portion of dorsal greyish, soft portion with 
a more yellow tinge ; pectoral reddish ; caudal red with a black 
edge. 

Hah, Seas of India ; attaining at least four feet in length. 

611, (16.) Lutjanus lioglossus. 

Lutianus lioglossus, Bleeher, Amsterdam, Verhand, Kon, Ahad, 
xiii, 1873, Lutjanus, p. 74 j Bay, Fish, India, p. 39, pi. xii, fig 1 
(see synon.). 

D. 10/13-14. P.16. A.3/8-9. C.17. L.r. 60-52. L.tr. 6-7/15. 

Length of head 3|, height of body 3| to 4 in the total length. 
Eyes — diameter 3^ to 4^ in length of head, 1 J to 2 from end of snout, 
and I apart. Vertical border of preopercle with a very shallow 
emargination, and serrated in its whole extent ; a very obscure 
interopercular knob. Fins — dorsal spines moderate, increasing in 
length to the fourth, the last spine one third shorter ; soft portion 
of the fin somewhat rounded. Ventral reaching rather above half 
the distance to the anal. Anal spines rather short, the third 
slightly the longest, soft portion of the fin highest in front, lower 
edge straight ; caudal emarginate. Beales — ^in oblique rows above 
lateral line, horizontal below. Colour — ^roseate, lightest below, 
with a black blotch on lateral line below first portion of soft dorsal. 

Hah, Red Sea, seas of India and Malay Archipelago ; attaining 
at least 18 inches in length. 



474 


TELEOSTEI. — ^ACUSTTHOPTERTGII. 


612. (17.) Lul^’anus jahngarali. 

Lutianus jalingarali, Day, Fish, India, p. 40 (see synon.). 

Furmxm, Ooriah. 

D.10/14-15. P.16. A. 3/8. 0.17. L.1.46. L.r. 48/42. L.tr.6/17. 

Length of head 3^, height of body 3^ in the total length. Byes 
— diameter 5 in length of head, If from end of snout, and 1 apart. 
Vertical border of preopercle with a shallow emargination above 
the rounded angle, which appears continuous with the oblique 
lower edge \ the whole of the vertical margin finely serrated, about 
the angle the serrations increase in size, and along the lower edge 
are further apart. A distinct though small interopercular knob. 
Fins — dorsal spines moderately strong, the third the longest, from 
it they decrease to the last, which is only half as high ; soft portion 
of fin rather rounded, not so high as the spinouts. Pectoral not 
reaching to above anal spines, ventral reaches a little above half- 
way to anal. Second anal spine stronger but shorter than third, 
which equals in length the seventh dorsal, soft portion of fin 
angularly rounded ; caudal emarginate, lobed in its last fourth, the 
upper lobe slightly the longer. BcaXes — in rows almost parallel to 
the dorsal profile both above and below the lateral line, but becom- 
ing a little irregular below the soft dorsal. Colour — back brownish- 
red, the base of each scale darkest, lake-colour below the lateral 
line, with a tinge of orange along the lower surface of the body. 
A blue zigzag line crosses the preorbital. Spinous portion of 
dorsal and anal greyish, the soft portions scarlet tinged with orange ; 
pectorals scarlet; front edge of anal whitish. 

Da6. Seas of India, attaining two feet or more in length. This 
species is esteemed good eating. 

613. (18.) Lutjanus caeruleolmeatus. 

Diacope cseruleolineata, Fwpp. N, W., Fische, p. 93, t. 24, f. 3. 

Lutianus quinquelineatus, l)ay, Fish, India, p. 40, pi. xii, fig. 3 ; 

Suppl, p. 783 (see synon.). 

Mungav, Marathi. 

D.10/13-14. P. 16. A.3/8-9. 0.17. L.1.51. L.r.68/60. L. tr. 8/21. 

Length of head 3^, height of body 3|- in the total length. Eyes 
—diameter in length of head, 14 from end of snout, and | apart. 
Body rather strongly compressed. Preopercle with a shallow 
emargination above the angle, whole vertical border finely serrated, 
most coarsely so at the angle, lower limb entire ; no interopercular 
» knob. Fins — dorsal spines moderately strong, increasing in height 
to the fourth ; they subsequently gradually decrease to the last, 
which is two thirds the height of the longest; soft portion of the 
fin rounded, as high as the spinous. Ventral does not quite reach 
the anal. Second anal spine stronger but shorter than the third, 
which equals in length the last dorsal, soft portion of fin with the 
lower edge rounded; caudal lunate. Beales— m oblique rows 
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above the lateral line, horizontal below, Colour — six blue stripes 
from the eye to the dorsal fin and tail. A dark mark at the base 
o£ the pectoral, a black blotch on the lateral line below cooimen ce- 
ment of soft dorsal fin. 

Hah, Eed Sea, east coast of Africa, and seas of India. 

614, (19.) Lutjanus limnlattLS. 

Perea limulata, Mungo Farky Trans, Linn. Soc. iii, p. 35, pi. 6. 

Lntianus liiiiulatus, Lag^ Fish. India, p. 41, pi. xii, tig. 4 (see synoii.). 

D. 10/13-14. A. 3/8-9. 0.19. L.1.55. L.r. 63/54. L.tr.7/21. 

Length of head 3|, height of body 3 to 3| in the total length. 
Fyes — diameter 4 in length of head, 1^ from end of snout, and 
nearly^ 1 apart. Vertical border of preopercle with a shallow 
emargination and finely serrated, the angle more coarsely serrated, 
lower edge oblique, entire. No interopercular knob. Fins — 
dorsal spines weak, the fourth the lougest, from it they decrease 
to the last, which is about two thirds as high ; soft portion of fin 
rounded, its highest ray not so high as the fourth spine. Ventral 
reaching two thirds of distance to anal. Second anal spine longer 
and stronger than third ; anterior rays highest, the lower edge 
straight ; caudal emargmate. Bcahs — in oblique rows above 
lateral line and horizontal below. Colour — reddish crimson above, 
becoming silvery white on the abdomen ; golden lines along each 
row of scales ; dorsal, caudal, and anal with a black outer edge and 
an external white margin ; a lunate black band at the base of the 
caudal fin extending along its outer edges to the end of the fin ; 
pectoral and ventrals yellow. 

Hah, Coast of Sind to the Malay Archipelago. 

615. (20.) Lutganus Mviflamma. 

Sciasna fulviflamma, Forsh. Bescr. Anim, p. 45. 

Lntianus fulviflamma, Day, Fish. India, p. 41, pi. xii, fig. 6 : Suiml 
1888, p. 783 (see synon.). 

D.10/13-14. A. 3/8. 0.17. L. 1.48-50. L.tr.7-8/16, O^c.pyl.^6. 

Length of head 3j|, height of body 3 to 3| in the total length. 
Eyes — diameter 3^ to 4 in length of head, | to 1 1 from end of 
snout, and | apart. Vertical border of preopercle with a shallow 
emargination, the angle rather produced, lower edge oblique, the 
whole finely serrated, most coarsely so at the angle, the serrations 
are continued halfway along the vertical limb but become almost 
lost with ago. No interopercular knob. Mns — dorsal spines not 
very strong, the third, fourth, and fifth highest and one third 
higher than the rays ; rayed portion rounded. Ventral not reaching 
the vent. Third anal spine slightly shorter than second, which is 
of equal length with first ray, and twice as long as last, lower edge 
of fin concave; caudal slightly emarginate. Scales — ^in oblique 
rows above the lateral line, horizontal below. Colour — yellow or 
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rosy along the back, with a light golden band from the head to the 
tail along each row of scales. A large black blotch on the lateral 
line, mostly below it, opposite the commencement of the soft dorsal 
fin. 

Eal. Eed Sea, east coast of Africa, seas of India, Malay Archi- 
pelago, and beyond. 

616. (21.) Lutjamis nnimaciilatiis. 

Mesoprion unimaculatus, Quoy ^ Gaim, Toy. Uranie Phys. p. 304. 

Lntianiis* fulviflamma yar. russellii, Ef^y, Pish. Indxa^ p. 42, pi. xii, 
fig. 5, Suppl. 1888, p. 783. 

Vella chemlolay, Mai. j Shemhara and Currumay^ Tamil. 

D.10/13~14. A. 3/8. 0.17. L,1.60-54. L.tr.7-8/16. 08BC.pyl.5-6. 

This form is so similar to the last that I consider it to be merely 
a variety, the proportions being the same. The distance from the 
eye to the snout and the size of the lateral blotch are a little more 
than in L. fidvijiamma. Colour — yellow or rosy along the back, 
with three or four narrow brilliant golden bands passing obliquely 
upwards and backwards from the lateral line to the base of the 
dorsal fin, and three or four similar horizontal golden bands below 
the lateral line. A large black blotch on and mostly above the 
lateral line from the 22nd to the 31st scales. 

Eal, Eed Sea, seas of India, Malay Archipelago, and beyond. 

617. (22.) Lui^janus johnii. 

Anthias johnii, Bloch, Ich. t. 318. 

Lutianus johnii, Bay, Fish. India, p. 42, pi. xiii, fig. 1 (see synon.), 

Chemholay, Mai. ; Eya-pa-nee, Burm. 

D.10/13-14. 0.17. L.1.48. L.r.50/46. L.tr.7/13. (O80c.pyL4, Kner.) 

Length of head 3J to 3^, height of body in the total length, 
diameter 4 to 5 or even 6 in large specimens in length of 
head, 1^ to 1 J from end of snout, and from | to 1 apart. Vertical 
border of preopercle finely serrated, more coarsely so at the angle, 
which is somewhfat produced and rounded, lower border with a few 
serrations and crennlations. A very indistinct tuberosity on the in- 
teropercle is sometimes present. Pins — dorsal spines strong, in- 
creasing in length to the fourth, from this they decrease to the last, 
which is about one fourth shorter ; soft portion of fin somewhat 
rounded, its longest rays exceed the highest spine. Yentral reaches 
the vent ; second anal spine equals third spine of dorsal, the rayed 
portion of anal rounded and rather higher than that of the dorsal; 
caudal slightly emarginate. Scales — ^rows above lateral line parallel 
with profile of back, those below horizontal. Colour — ^yellowish, 
lightest on the abdomen, with a large black mark, of varying 
depths of colour, on the lateral line between the 22nd and 31st 
scales ; age, season, and locality all exercise an influence on this 
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blotch. ; a dark line is almost invariably present along each row of 
scales. Eins yellow dashed with red ; anal with a light front edge. 

In the young the ocellus on the side is larger, and is surrounded 
by a light ring. This is Serranus jpavoninm, Val. 

JSab, Seas of India, Malay Archipelago, and beyond, ascending 
some distance up tidal rivers. This fish attains a foot or more in 
length. 


618. (23.) Lutjanus gibbus. 

Scisena gibha, ForsL Descr. Anirn. p. 46, no. 48. 

Lutjanus gibbua, £1. Schn, Ich, p. 8265 Day f Fisk. India^ p. 48, 
pi. xiii, figs. 2 & 3 (see synon.). 

D. 10/14. P. 18. L. 1. 50-55. L. r. 70/65. L. tr. 8/23. C^c. pyl. 4^5. 

Length of head 3|, height of body 3| in the total length. Eyes 
— diameter 3 § (in young) to 4| (in adult) in length of bead, 1 J 
from end of snout, and 1 apart. Yertical border of preopercle 
with a very deep emargination succeeded by a broad and deep 
angle, its height half that of the vertical limb, above the notch the 
serrations are very fine, on the rounded, produced angle they are 
coarse, and a few are continued along the oblique lower edge. 
Interopercular knob well developed, the third to the fifth 

dorsal spines the longest, behind they gradually decrease, the last 
being three fourths of their height; soft portion of fin rounded in 
young, more pointed in adult. Pectoral reaches to^ nearly above 
the ; ventral reaches the vent. Second anal spine strongest, 
it equals the highest in the dorsal fin ; soft portion of fin angular. 
Caudal slightly notched in young, more emarginate in adult, the 
upper portion the longer. Sccdes — ^in oblique rows, above and 
below the lateral line. C'oZomi-— uniform crimson, dorsal and anal 
fins having a black edge with a white external margin ; a white tip 
to caudal lobes ; dark bands along bases of dorsal and anal fins ; 
pectorals and ventrals yellow, the latter with a dark tip ; cfmdal 
dark purple. In the young— body crimson, with a black band 
commencing at end of dorsal fin, and covering part of the tail and 
caudal fin, the latter having a v?hite outer edge. 

Fab. Eed Sea, Andaman Islands and south seas. This hsh 
attains at least 16 inches in length. 


619. (24.) Lulganus bohar. 

Soissna bohar, Forsk. JDesor. Anim. p. 46, no. 47. 

Lutianus bohar, Fag, Fish. India, p. 44, pi. xui, fig. 4. 

D. 10/14. A. 3/8. 0.17. L. 1. 50-55. L.r. 62/62. L. tr. 7/18. 

Length of head 31, height of body 3 in the total length Eyes 
—diameter 31 in length of head, li from end of snout and also 
apart. Vertical margin of preopercle with a sbaJlow notch, the 
whole serrated, most strongly at its rounded and slightly produ(»d 
angle, lower edge obli<iue and likewise serrated ; interoperole with 
a very small knob. dorsal spines of moderate strength, the 
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fourtlL the longest; soft portion of the fin rounded. Pectoral 
reaching to nearly above the anal, ventral scarcely so far ; second 
anal spine strongest and somewhat the longest, equalling the 
third dorsal ; soft portion of fin rounded, its lower edge straight ; 
caudal somewhat deeply emarginate. Scales — in oblique rows 
above lateral line, horizontal below. Colour — brownish along back, 
becoming whiter on sides and below ; two milk-white spots at base 
of dorsal fin, the first below 6th to 8th spines, the second below 
the last third of the soft dorsal; dorsal blackish brown; outer 
edges of caudal and front edge of anal blackish, the latter having a 
narrow white anterior margin ; ventral black with a white outer 
edge. 

ffah. Eed Sea, seas of India, Malay Archipelago, and beyond. 

620. (25.) Lulganus marginatus. 

Diacope marginata, Cuv, ^ Val. JH.» N. Foiss. ii, p. 425. 

Lutianus marginatus, Day, Fish, India, p. 44, pi. xiii, fig. 6 (see 
synon.). 

Sungarah, Tam. 

D.10/13~14, P.16. C.17. L.1.50. L.tr.6-7/15. (0£ec.pyl.7, Zner.) 

Length of head to 4, height of body 3 to 3| in the total 
length. Eyes — diameter 3| in length of head, from end of snout, 
and f apart. Vertical border of preopercle finely serrated above 
the emargination, which is deep, angle rounded where the serra- 
tion is coarsest, it is continued along the horizontal edge ; sub- and 
interopercles entire, the latter having a large tuberosity directed 
upwards and slightly outwards. Fms — dorsal spines strong, the 
fourth the longest, from it they gradually decrease in length ; soft 
portion of fin rounded, three fourths as high as the fourth spine. 
Pectoral reaching to above the first anal spine ; ventral reaches the 
vent. Second anal spine the strongest and as long as the highest 
dorsal ; soft portion of anal fin one third higher than that of the 
dorsal ; caudal emarginate. Scales — in oblique rows above lateral 
line to opposite end of dorsal fin, w^here they become horizontal, 
as they likewise are below the lateral line. purplish 

yellaw above the lateral line and golden below it. Generally no 
lateral blotch ; lower third of dorsal fin coloured like the back, 
then a dark grey longitudinal band with a lighter one above it, 
follow^ed by black and edged with white ; caudal dark purplish red 
with a white edge ; pectoral, ventral, and anal flesh-coloured with 
a yellowish tint. 

On the Malabar coast of India specimens are frequently taken 
with a black lateral blotch ; on the Coromandel coast a few have 
the lateral mark faintly developed, but it is more commonly absent. 
This does not depend upon size or season, but may upon sex or 
locality; in specimens preserved in spirit the mark is liable to 
disappear. 

Hal, East coast of Africa, seas of India, and the Malay Archi- 
pelago ; attaining at least 16 inches in length. 
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621. (26.) Lutjanus yapilli 

Mesoprion yapilli, Cuv, Val E. JSf. Foiss. ii, p. 483. 

Lutianus yapilli, Bay, Fish. India, p. 45, pi. xiii, fig. 8 (see synon.). 

D. 10/14. P. 17. A. 3/8. 0. 17. L. 1. 47. L. r. 48/47. L. tr. 6/14. 

Length of head nearly 4, height of body 3| in the total length. 
jE'y ^ 5 — diameter 3| in the length of head, 2 from end of snout, and 
1^ apart. Vertical border of preopercle with a very shallow 
emargination above the rounded angle, the whole border finely 
serrated, the serrations a httle more coarse and widely separated 
at the angle and along the horizontal border. No interopercular 
knob. Fins — dorsal spines strong, the third three-quarters the 
height of the fourth, they decrease to the ninth which is only of 
the fourth spine ; soft portion of dorsal rounded ; ventral does 
not reach halfway to the anal. Second anal spine the strongest 
but not quite so long as the third, lower edge of anal rounded. 
Scales — in rows parallel to the back above the lateral line, hori- 
zontal below it. Colour — silvery grey on the back, becoming 
yellowish w’hite on the abdomen; longitudinal yellowish bands 
along each row of scales; cheeks dashed with purple. Fins 
yello'w ish, dorsal, anal, and caudal edged wuth orange. 

Mah, Coromandel coast of India and Island of Timor. It is 
closely allied to L, johniL 

622. (27.) Lutjanus quinquelinearis. 

Holoceiitrus quinquelinearis, Bloch, Ich. iv, p. 84, t. 239. 

Lutianus quinquelinearis, Bay, Fish. India, p. 46, pi. xiv, fig. 1 (see 
synon.), 

Karhutla tdn)\b, Marat. ; Kashdbdr, Arabic. 

D. 10/13-16. A. 3/8-9. 0.17. L.1.5a L.tr.8/19. C»c.pyl.5. 

Length of head 3 l height of body 3§ to 3| in the total length. 
Byes — diameter 3 to 3^ in length of head, about 1 from end of 
snout, and | apart. Vertical border of preopercle with a very 
deep emargination and a rounded angle, the whole serrated, the 
serrations at the low’er angle coarse, lower edge also serrated. A 
strong interopercular knob. Fins — dorsal spines of moderate 
strength, increasing in length to the fourth, from it they slightly 
decrease to the last ; soft portion of fin rounded, second anal spine 
rather longest and strongest, the rayed portion of anal highest in 
front, lower edge of fin rounded ; caudal emarginate. Scales — ^in 
oblique rows atove lateral line, horizontal below. Colow — olive- 
yellow, with, as a rule, a deep black mark on lateral line below the 
last few dorsal spines and the first few rays ; some lines above the 
nape formed by a dark spot on each scale. Five blue bands from 
the eye : the thi’ee upper to the dorsal fin or its termination, the 
two lower unite on the hinder end of the opercle and run to 
the middle of the tail ; the lowest band of all from the snout below 
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the eye is continued past pectoral fin to end of base of soft anal ; 
fins yellow ; caudal with a light tip. 

Bah. Seas of India and Malay Archipelago. The species is 
common at Madras, 

623. (28.) Lutjanus vitta. 

Seiranus vitta, Quoy ^ Gaim. Voy. Tlranie ^ Phys. fp, 315, pi. 58, 

fig. 8. 

Lutianus vitta, Day, Fish, India, p, 46, pi. xiv, fig. 2 (see synon.). 
D. 10/13. A. 3/8. 0.17. L.1.50. L. r. 65-70/55-60. L.tr.8/12. 

Length of head from 3^ to 3-|, height of body 3-|- in the total 
length. Byes — diameter 3^ to 4 in length of head, 1| to l-^ from 
end of snout, and f apart. Vertical border of preopercle with a 
shallow emargination, the angle slightly rounded but not produced, 
the lower edge rather oblique; preopercle finely serrated along 
both edges, most coarsely at the angle. Sometimes there is a very 
indistinct interopercular swelling. Fins — dorsal spines of moderate 
strength, the fourth the longest; from it they gradually decrease 
to the last, which is two thirds as high as the first ray, whilst the 
soft portion is slightly lower than the third spine ; caudal lunate. 
Scales — ^in obhque sinuous rows above lateral line as far as end of 
dorsal fin, beyond which as well as below the lateral line they are 
horizontal. Colour — yellowish red along the back, rosy below the 
lateral line; olive stripes along each row of scales above the 
lateral line and brilliant yellow below it. Pins orange ; dorsal, 
anal, and tips of caudal margined with white. Sometimes, but 
not invariably, a broad black band from eye to above centre of 
caudal fin, and in such specimens the olive stripes in the upper 
third of the body are nearly black. 

Bah, Seas of India to the Malay Archipelago and beyond. 

624. (29.) Lutjanus madras. 

Mesoprion madras, Cuv. Val. B. N. Poiss. vii, p. 446. 

Lutianus madras. Day, Fish. India, p. 47, pi. xiv, fig, 3, 

D. 10/13-14. A. 3/8-9. 0. 17. L. 1. 50. L. r. 65/52. L. tr. 6/16. 

Length of head 3-|-, height of body 3 to in the total length. 
Eyes — diameter 3 to 3J in length of head, 1 from end of snout, 
and I apart. Vertical limb of preopercle not emarginate, the 
angle slightly produced and rounded, lower limb oblique, the 
whole serrated, most coarsely so at the angle ; no interopercular 
knob. Fivis — dorsal spines moderately strong, increasing in length 
to the fourth, they subsequently decrease to the last, which is 
rather above half the same length ; soft portion of fin rounded 
and much lower than spinous. Pectoral not reaching to above 
anal ; ventral reaches two thirds of distance to anal spines, the 
second of which is as strong as the third but slightly shorter ; last 
anal ray half the height of first, lower edge of fin straight; caudal 
emarginate. Bcales^m. oblique rows above and horizontal below 
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lateral line. Golowr — ^roseate, with oblic^ue lines aboye the lateral 
line ; below the lateral line the sides and abdomen are yellow, with 
narrow red horizontal bands. One specimen, captured December 
1869, had a lateral band as in L, vitta. 

Hah, Seychelles, Indian seas, and Malay Archipelago ; attaining 
about a foot in length. 

625. (30.) Lutjamis decussatus. 

Mesoprion decussatus, Cuv. § Val, H N. Poiss, ii, 487. 

Lutjamis decussatus, Pay, Fish, India, p. 47, pi. xiv, fig. 4 (see 
synon.). 

D.10/13-14. P.15. A,3/8. 0.17. L.1.50~54. L.tr.6-7/17. Cmc.pyl.3. 

Length of head 3| to 3|-, height of body 3 to 3J in the total 
length. Eyes — diameter 4 to 4^ in length of head, 1§ diameter 
from end of snout, and nearly 1 apart. Snout pointed, lips rather 
thick ,* jaws of equal length in front. Yertical limb of preopercle 
with a shallow emargination, having fine serrations which are lost 
at the angle ; a slight inter opercular knob. Fins — third to fifth 
dorsal spines the longest ; behind they decrease to the last ; soft 
portion of fin rounded and lower than spinous ; ventral reaches 
two thirds of distance to anal ; first anal rays highest, lower margin 
of anal rounded ; caudal forked, upper lobe the longer. Beales — 
in oblique rows above the lateral line, and in horizontal below. 
Colour — w’hitish, with six longitudinal black bands^ along the body, 
and six badly marked short vertical ones in its upper third 
descending from base of dorsal fin and crossing the former; a 
deep black spot at root of caudal. A white band across the occiput. 
Pins greyish, anal with a white front edge. 

Hah Seas of India to the Malay Archipelago, and beyond. 


Third group. PELACANTHINA. 


9. Genus PRIACANTHUS, Cuv. & Val. 

Branchiostegals six ; pseudobranchise. Body oblong and some- 
what elevated. Eyes large. Lower jaw prominent. Preopercle 
serrated behind and below as well as on the angle, which is Produced 
into a flattened spine-like point ; opercle with a point. Teeth 
villiform in the jaws, vomer, and palate, none on the tongue. A 
sinc^le dorsal fin, with nine or ten spines ; anal with three. Scales 
small and ctenoid, extended on to the snout. 

Qeoyrajyhical Plstrlbutioifi* Tropical seas. 


Synojpsis of Indian Species, 

Light lake-red, vertical and ventral fins with 

narrow black edges i ' V ’ * 1' 

Ventrals spotted with brown ; a dark edge to 
dorsal and anal 


P. hamrur, p.482. 

P. holocentnm, p. 482. 
2l 
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626. (1.) Priaeanthus hamrur. 

Sciaena hamnir, Forsl'. Descr. Amm p. 45. 

Priaeantlius blocliii, I)a^. FisJu India, p. 48, pi. viii, fig*. 2. SuppL 
1888, p. 783 (see synol). 

B. vi. D. 10/13-14. P.18. A. 3/14. C. 17. L.r. 110-120. 

Length o£ head 3|-, height of body 3t in the total length. Eyes 
— large, in middle of length o£ head, J diameter from end of snout. 
Preorbital serrated along both its upper and lower borders. Fins 
— dorsal spines of moderate strength, increasing in length to the 
last, which, however, is not quite so long as the rajs. Pectoral 
short; ventral spine serrated on both edges ; anal spines serrated 
anteriorly, the third the longest ; caudal cut square. Colour — light 
lake-red, all the vertical as well as the ventral fins having a narrow 
black border. 

Hah, Eed Sea, east coast of Africa, seas of India, and Malay 
Archipelago. 

627. (2.) Priaeanthus holocentrum. (Fig. 148.) 

Priaeanthus holocentrum, Bleekor^ Batav. Genootsch. Verhand. xxii, 
Berc. p. 48 ; Bay^ Fish. India, p. 746, Suppl. p. 784 (see synon.). 

Basuwa, Tamil. 

B. vi. D. 10/12-13. P. 17. A. 3/12-13. 0. 16. L. 1. 55. 

Length of head 3^, height of body 3^ in the total length. Eyes 
— diameter 2J in length of head, | from end of snout, and 



Fig. 148 . — TriacantMis holocentnm. 


about I apart. Preorhital serrated below. Preopercle serrated, 
having a large, flat, and serrated spine, equal in length to half 
the diameter of the orbit. Two opercular spines ; subopercle ser- 
rated, a shoulder-spine, second dorsal spine two thirds 

as high as the last, which is the longest ; third anal spine the 
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longest, the two first serrated anteriorly. Colour — rose-coloured 
above, becoming nearly white on the sides and beneath ; ventral 
fins spotted with brown ; a dark edge to dorsal and anal fins. 

Hah, Madras to the Malay Archipelago. 


Pourth group. APOGONTjSIA. 

10. Genus AMBASSIS (Comm.), Cuv. & Yal. 

Syn. Chanda^ pt., Ham. Buch. ; Hamiltcma et Amhassusy Swains. ; 
JBogoda^ Fa^ ambassiSj and Fseudamlassisj Bleeker. 

Branchiostegals six; pseudobranchise well developed. Body 
compressed, more or less diaphanous. Lover limb of preopercle 
with a double serrated edge; opercle without prominent spine. 
Yilliform teeth on jaws, vomer, and palate, sometimes on the 
tongue ; canines rarely present. Two dorsal fins, the first with 7 
spines, the anal with 3 ; a forwardly directed recumbent spine in 
front of the base of the dorsal. Scales cycloid, of moderate or small 
size, frequently deciduous. Lateral line complete, interrupted, in- 
complete or absent. 

Geogvajghical Distrihution, Shores of Indian Ocean. Some of 
the smaller species are exclusively found in fresh water. 

Uses, This genus consists of little bony fishes, which rarely ex- 
ceed six inches in length, and are generally far less. The poorer 
classes eat them, and owing to their shape they are easily dried 
w’ithout salt. 

The species are distinguished mth difficulty. The relative length 
of the second or third dorsal spine to that or the body often varies 
with the size of the specimen. The number of soft rays is not 
constant. The lateral line is subject to variation. Colours like- 
wise are not constant. The characters least subject to change 
appear to be the serrations on the sub- and interopercles, the pre- 
orbital, and around the orbit ; those on the vertical border of the 
preopercle are inconstant in some species. 


Bynojgsis of Indian Bjpedes, 


A. Anal elongate, 3/13-17 ; interopercle not 
serrated ; scales very small. 

Large teeth near symphysis of mandible ; a 

shoulder-spot 

Teeth small ; a dark shoulder-spot 

Teeth small ; no shoulder-spot ; a golden 

spot on occiput 

B Anal shorter, 3/9-12 ; scales moderate ; 1. 1. 
20-41. 

a, Interopercle serrated. 

Lateral line 35-41, continuous 

L. 1. 20-28, continuous ; height of body | 

total length 

L. 1. interrupted 

L. 1. 30, contimious ; height | total length 


1. A, nama^^. 484. 

2. A, ranga^ p. 485. 

3. A, haculis, p. 485. 


4, A. tJiomam, p 480. 

5. A, nalua, p. 486. 

0 . A,mtermpUt,'^.4^7, 
7. A. dayi, p. 487. 

2l2 
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h. Interopercle not serrated. [p. 488. 

L. 1. continuous j eyes | a diameter apart . 8. A. eomynersoni, 

L. 1, continuous ; eyes -I diam. apart .... 9, ^4. myops^ p. 488. 

L. 1. interrupted ; 2 rows of scales on suId- 

orbitals 10. A. gymnocepJialus^ 

L. 1. semi-interrupted ; 1 row of scales on ^ [p. 489. 

suborbitals 11. A. xirotmniaj p. 489. 

c. Imperfectly known 12. A. thermaliSf p. 490. 

628. (1.) Ambassis nama. (Pig. 149.) 

Cbandanama, JSam. Buck. Fish. Ganges^ pp. 109; 371, pi. 39, fig. 39. 
Ambassis nama, Bay^ Fish. India, p. 60, pi. xiv, fig. 6 (see synon ). 

Muehnee and Ched-du-ah, Punj. ; Son-dak, Assam. ; Pud-du and But- 
to-lahj Sind. ; Gdude-chh i, Marat. ; Ah-ku-rati, Tel. ; Buck-ra and Bom- 
pi-ah, N.W. Proy. ; Cart-lmna and Goa-ehuppi, Ooriab. 

D. 7 1 1/13-17. P. 13. A. 3/14-17. 0. 17. 

Length of head 4 to height of body from 2| to 3 in the total 
length. Eyes — diameter about 3 in length of head, § to | from 
end of snout and also apart. Lower jaw much longer than upper. 
Posterior-superior margin of preorbital denticulated. Vertical 



Fig. 149 . — Ambassis nama. 


border of preopercle entire, except near the angle; the double 
border very slightly denticulated at its lower edge in the young, 
often entire. Sub- and interopercles entire. Teeth — two or three 
large crooked canines on either side of the lower jaw ; an outer and 
an inner enlarged row in both jaws. Fins — second dorsal spine the 
longest (in a few specimens the third), and as long as first ray, the 
rays gradually decrease in height ; the third anal spine the longest 
and strongest, equalling the height of the longest in the dorsal fin. 
Caudal deeply forked. Seales — minute. Lateral line — always in- 
distinct, entire in some specimens, in others soon terminating or 
absent. Colour — ^yellowish olive, covered all over with minute 
black dots, which on the shoulder are collected into an oblong 
patch, having its longest diameter vertical ; summit of the head 
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and top of tlie eyes black. Tins orange, upper half of first dorsal 
deep black ; a dark upper edge to second dorsal ; caudal dark with 
a light outer margin ; anal with a black mark over the bases of the 
spines. In some specimens taken at Hurdab the caudal was black- 
tipped. 

This fish shows considerable local variations, which have caused 
its being described under more than one name. 

Bab, Throughout the fresh waters of India, Assam, and Burma ; 
attaining 3 or 4 inches in length. 

629. (2.) Ambassis ranga. 

Chanda ranga, Bam. Bueh. Fish. Ganges., pp. 113, 371, pL 16, fig. 38. 

Ambassis ranga, Day, Fish. Indta^ pp. 5*1, 746, pi. xiv, fig. 6 (see synon.). 

Chandee, Beng. and N.W. Prov. ; Bee-dah, Sind. ; LaaUchandee, 
Ooriah. 

D.7 I 1/13-15. P. 11. A. 3/14-16. 0.17. L.r. 60-70. L.tr.l3/— . 

In the adult, length of head 3^ to 4, height of body 2^ to 2| in 
the total length. Eyes — diameter 2 J in length of head, ^ from end of 
snout, and f apart. Yertical border of preopercle sometimes entire, 
more commonly finely serrated, but m some specimens rather 
coarsely so; the double margm of horizontal border of pre- 
opercle serrated ; sub- and interopercles entire. Preorbital with 
denticulations on its inferior edge, a strong tooth on its anterior 
superior angle directed towards the eye, and about five more along 
the upper edge of that bone. Another spine at the middle of the 
posterior edge of the orbit, with five more, decreasing in size, 
along its upper half. Teeth — all small, none on the tongue. Fins 
— second dorsal spine generally as long as the third ; second anal 
spine slightly shorter than the third. In Burma the second anal 
spine is comparatively shorter than in Indian specimens. Colour 
— olive, with a dark mark composed of spots on the shoulder, 
being the remains of a band present in the young. The margins 
of the vertical fins are usually somewhat dark. In the young, 
termed by Buchanan lala, the fish is of a bright yellow or orange 
colour, with four or five dark vertical bands which are formed of 
fine black dots. 

This species appears to vary more with age than any other 
species of Ambassis. 

Bab. Throughout India and Burma ; growing to a few inches in 
length. 

630. (3.) Ambassis baculis. 

Chanda baculis, Bam. Bach. Fish. Ganges, pp. 112, 371. 

Ambassis baculis, Day, Fish. India, p. 61, pi. xv, fig. 1 (see synon.). 

Kung-gi, Punj. ; Nga-houn-ma or Bga-zin-zat, Burm. 

D. 7 I 1/13. P. 12. A. 3/13. C. 17. L. r. 80. 

Length of head 4, height of body 3 in the total length. Eyes — 
diameter 3 in length of head, J to | from end of snout and also 
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apart. Lower jaw rather shorter than the upper. Preorbital 
strongly serrated along its lower edge, and having a sharp spine 
directed towards the orbit at its anterior-superior angle, tollowed 
by several more along its upper edge. The whole upper edge of the 
orbit generally serrated, but in some examples merely its posterior 
half. Vertical margin of preopercle entire, the whole lower edge 
of the horizontal limb strongly serrated, and a few serrations near 
the angle on the upper edge ; sub- and interopercles entire. Fins 
—second spine of dorsal highest. Third anal spine slightly the 
longest; caudal forked, lower lobe slightly the longer. Lateral 
line — complete. Golonr — yellowish olive ; a golden spot on the 
occiput ; black along the top of the first dorsal fin ; second dorsal 
and anal darkest externally ; front of each anal ray blackish ; 
caudal dark along its base and also with blackish tips to each lobe. 

Amhassis haculis principally differs from A, nama in its form 
being higher, the lower jaw shorter and not crooked to one side, 
in the vertical margin of the preopercle being strongly serrated, and 
in possessing no canine or enlarged teeth in the jaws. 

Hah, Eresh waters of Orissa, Bengal, and as far north as the 
Punjab ; also in Burma. 

631. (4.) Amhassis thomassi. 

Amhassis thomassi, Day, P. Z. S, 1870, p. 369 ; Fish, India, p. 62,*. 
pi. XV, fig. 2 (see synou.) 

MuUu-che)% Mai. ; MuUu-tharu, Tel. ; MuUurJuhbu, Oanarese. 

B. 7 I lAO-12. P. 15. A. 3/9-10. C. 15. L. 1. 35-41. L. tr. 7/17. 

Length of head 3^ to 4-|-, height of body 3 to 4 in the total length. 
Fyes — diameter from 3 to 3| in length of head, f from end of 
snout, and | apart. Lower jaw the longer ; a slight concavity 
over the orbits. Vertical margin of preopercle finely serrated, its 
lower double edge more coarsely so, especially at the angle ; poste- 
rior half of lower edge of interopercle strongly serrated. Lower 
edge of preorbital denticulated; a raised usually serrated edge 
along its upper third. One spine at the posterior-superior angle 
of the orbit (becoming bifurcated^ with age), and the lower tuo 
thirds of its margin serrated (the serrations becoming blunted with 
age). Teeth — an outer rather enlarged row in both jaws, none on 
tongue. E^ns•— second dorsal spine longest; second anal spine 
eq^uals the third. Lateral line — continuous. Colour — greyish, 
spotted with silvery ; brownish basal spots on many of the scales, 
more especially along the back. 

Hah, The coasts of Canara as low as Cochin ; found some dis- 
tance inland, even in elevated localities ; attaining to at least 6j| 
inches in length. 


632. (5.) Amhassis nalua. 

Chanda nalua, Ham, Bmh. Fish, Ganges, pp 107, 371, pi. 6, fig. 36. 
Amhassis nalua, Day, Fish. India, p. 53, pi. xv, fig. 4 (see synon.). 
Kyouny-morsah, Burm. 
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D. 7 i 1/10-11. P.15. A. 3/9-10. 0. 15. L. 1. 26-28. L. tr. 3/12. 

Length of head 4, height of body 2J in the total length. Eyes 
— diameter 2^ in length of head, nearly J from end of snout, and 1 
apart. Lower jaw the longer, Preorbital rather strongly serrated ; 
two short spines directed backwards at the posterior-superior angle 
of the orbit. Yertical margin of preopercle entire, except a few 
serrations just above the angle, its double horizontal edge strongly 
serrated, also the posterior half of the lower border of the inter- 
opercle. Teeth—a, narrow band along the middle of the tongue. 
Fins — dorsal spines strong, the second longest ; second and third 
anal spines of the same length, and almost equal to the third of 
the dorsal fin. Lateral line — continuous. Golour — silvery, with 
a burnished lateral band ; interspinous membrane dark between 
the second and third dorsal spines ; a dark longitudinal band along 
either caudal lobe. 

Eah. Calcutta in fresh and brackish water ; Malabar coast and 
Andamans to the Malay Archipelago. 


633. (6.) Ambassis interrupta. 

Ambassis interrupta, Bleelzerj Batavia Nat. Tijdsch. iii, 1852, p. 696 ; 

Day, Fish, India, p. 53, pi. xv, fig. 5 (see synon.). 

D. 7 I 1/9-10. P. 13. A. 3/9-11. 0. 18. L. 1.28. L. tr. 6/8. 

Length of head 3^, height of body 2| in the total length. Eyes 
—diameter 2J in length of head, | from end of snout, and 1 apart. 
Lower jaw the longer. Preorbital with both its upper and lower 
edges serrated. Anterior edge of orbit serrated, and two spines at 
its posterior-superior angle. Vertical margin of preopercle entire, 
the double edge of its horizontal limb serrated ; interopercle with 
four denticulations at its angle. Ftns — second dorsal spine longest ; 
third anal spine slightly the longest. Lateral line — interrupted. 
Colour — silvery, with a narrow lateral band ; second dorsal spine 
bright orange, the membrane between it and the third black ; a 
dark longitudinal band along either caudal lobe. 

As in other species of this genus, the comparative length of the 
highest dorsal spine varies with age. 

Hah. Sea at the Andamans and Batavia. 


634. (7.) Ambassis dayi. 

Ambassis dayi, Bleeher, Nat. Verh, d. Holland. Maats. d. Weten. Bde 
Verz. Decl li. no. 2, 1874, p. 95 j Lay, Fish. India, p'^ 54, pi. xv, 
fig. 7 (see synon.). 

D. 7 I 1/10-11. P. 16. A. 3/10. C. 16. L. 1. 30. L. tr. 4/—. 

Length o£ head 4^, height o£ body 3 in the total length. Eyes 
— diameter 4 to 4| in length o£ head, § to 1 £rom end o£ snout and 
also apart. Snoi.t pointed, lower jaw the longer. Vertical margin of 
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preopercle minutely serrated, the lower limb serrated along both 
edges ; interopercle serrated in its posterior half ; subopercle 
entire. One spine at the posterior-superior angle of the orbit. 
Fins — second dorsal spine longest ; second and third anal spines 
about equal in length, but the second is the stronger. Lateral line 
— continuous. Colour — silvery glossed with purple, a broad lateral 
burnished band ; interspinous membrane between the second and 
third dorsal spines dark ; second dorsal, anal, and caudal stained 
dark at their edges. 

Eah, Malabar coast of India ; attaining at least 7 inches in length. 

635, (8.) Ambassis commersoni. 

Amhassis commersonii, Cuv. ^ VaL E N. Foiss. ii, p. 176, pi. 35 ; 

JDa^j Fish, India^ p. 63, pi. xv, fig. 3 (see synon.}. 

D. 711/9-11. P.13. A.3/9-10. 0.15. L. 1.30-33. L.tr.4/9. Vert.9/15. 

Length of head about 4, height of body to 3| in the total 
length. Eyes — diameter 3 to 3^ in length of head, | from end of 
snout and also apart. Lower jaw the longer. Preorbital rather 
stronglyserrated, the serration being directed downwards andslightly 
backwards. Vertical margin of preopercle entire, the lower double 
edge serrated, with two or three coarser teeth at the angle ; lower 
margin of interopercle entire; in some rare cases, however, it has 2 
or 3 badly marked serrations. Teeth — ^tongue usually with a narrow 
band along its centre. Fins — dorsal spines strong, transversely 
lineated, second the longest ; second anal spine the strongest and 
nearly as long as the third, which almost equals the third of the 
dorsal. Lateral line — continuous. Colour — silvery, with purplish 
reflexions ; a bright silvery line from the eye to the caudal fin ; 
interspinous membrane between the second and third dorsal spines 
dark. 

Hah This common species extends from the Eed Sea through 
the seas of India to North Australia ; it ascends rivers and estu- 
aries, attaining to 6 inches in length. 

636. (9.) Ambassis myops. 

Ambassis miops, Gunther, P. Z. S, 1871, p. 656. 

Ambassis myops, Day, Fish. India, Suppl. p. 784. 

D. 7 1 1/9. P. 12, A. 3/9. C. 17. L. 1. 29, L. tr. 4/9. 

Length of head 4, height of body 3| in the total length. Eves— 
diameter 3 in length of head, | from end of snout and the same apart. 
Lower ]aw the longer. Preorbital with seven strong teeth along its 
lower edge ; a spine at the posterior-superior angle of the orbit, "Ver- 
tical margin of prsoporclo ontiro ; its horizontal double edge ser- 
rated, the lower most coarsely. iSub- and interopercles entire. Teeth 
—-a small central band at the root of the tongue. Fins — second dorsal 
spine longest; third anal spine longer and weaker than second, but 
halt shorter thau third dorsal spine. Lateral uninterrupted, 
silvery, with a burnished lateral band. Interspinous 
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membrane between the second and third dorsal spines spotted with 
black. 

Hah, Madras, Malay Archipelago, and Cook’s Islands. 


637. (10.) Ambassis gymnocephaliLS. 

Lutjanus gymnocephalus, Lacep. H. N. Poiss. iii, t. 23, fig. 3, and 
iv, p. 216. 

Ambassis gymnocephalus, Fish, India, p. 54, pi. xy, fig. 6 (see 
synon.) . 

Chandee, Ooriah. 

D. 7 I 1/9-10. P. 15. A. 3/9-10. 0. 17. L. 1. 27-29. L. tr. 3/8. 

Length of head 4 to 4|, height of body 3^ in the total length. 
Eyes — diameter dependent on age, in the young 2|, in the adult 
nearly 3 in the length of the head, | from, end of snout and also 
apart. Lower jaw the longer. Preorbital with six or seven den- 
ticulations directed downwards and backwards on anterior-inferior 
edge, and a few serrations on posterior margin; double edge on 
inferior limb of the preopercle finely serrated, vertical margin entire. 
Sub- and interopercles entire. Two or three strong spines directed 
backwards at the posterior-superior angle of the orbit, and another 
rather larger posterior to them, occasionally^ a small spine on 
shoulder just before commencement of lateral line. Teeth — a band 
along the centre of the tongue. dorsal spines strong, the 

second nearly or quite as high as the third, or in a few cases a little 
longer, all the spines striated ; the third anal spine is longer than 
the second, but not quite so strong, and equal to the fourth dors^. 
Lateral line — ^interrupted after about eighth to twelfth scale, in 
some specimens it ceases entirely. Colour — silvery, with a bright 
longitudinal lateral band, some brown spots on the upper third of 
the body in its front half ; blacldsh between its second and third 
dorsal spines, also a black edge to the caudal. 

Hah. East coast of Africa, seas of India, Malay Archipelago, 
and China; attaining at least 4 inches in length. Although 
generally captured in the sea or saline backwaters, I obtained a 
specimen from the fresh water in the Coehin State several miles 
inland. 


638. (U.) Amhassis Tirotssnia. 

Ambassis urot^niaj Sleslicyj Scituviu Tydsch, iiij p. 257; 

Fish. India, p. 65, pi. xv, fig. 8 (see synon.). 

D. 7 1 1/9-10. P.13. A. 3/9-10. 0.18. L. 1.27-28. L.tr. 3-4/10. 

Length of head 4, height of body 3| in the total lengtii- 
—diameter 2i b length of head, § from end of snout, and 4 apart. 
Lower iaw the longer. Preorbital with seven sharp teeth ^ong 
its inferior edge, a spine at the posterior-supenor angle of the 
orbit. Vertical margin of preopercle entire except two serrations 
iust above its angle; the horizontal double edge serried, the lower 
the more coarsely ; sub- and interopercles entire. Testh-& small 
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central band at the root of the tongue. Fim — second spine of the 
dorsal longest ; third anal spine usually slightly the longest, but 
not equalling the longest of the dorsal. Beales — a single row along 
the suborbital ring of bones. Lateral line — curves downwards 
under the middle of the soft dorsal, but in an interrupted or semi- 
interrupted manner. Colour — silvery, with a burnished lateral 
band ; the interspinous membrane between second and third dorsal 
spines black ; a dark longitudinal band along either lobe of caudal. 

ffah. Seychelles, Andamans, and the Malay Archipelago. This 
species nearly resembles A. gymnocejphalusy but the lateral line is 
entire ; there is only one row of scales along the siiborbitals and 
the compai’ative height of its body differs. It appears to be com- 
mon at the Andamans. 

639. (12.) Ambassis thermalis. 

Ambassis the'malis, Cuv* VaL S. K Foiss, iii, p.493 ; JDayj Fish, 
India j p. 746. 

D. 7 I 1/9. A. 3/9. 

Height of body not quite one third of the total length, excluding 
the caudal fin. Scales — large. Colour — greenish, with a silvery 
lateral band, A blackish longitudinal streak along each caudal lobe. 

Mah, Warm springs of Cannia in Ceylon. 


11. Genus APOGrON, Lacep. 

Syn. Amiaf Gronoviusj Apogoniclithys, Bleekerj Mmoprion^ Poey; 
MionoruSj Kreift j Archamia, L&pidamia^ and Qlossamm^ Gill ; Fristiapo’^ 
go7ij Klunz, 

Branchiostegals seven; pseudobranchise present, usually well 
developed. Opercle not spiny. Preopercle with a double edge, 
either or both of which may be serrated, crenulated, or entire. 
Teeth villiform in the jaws, vomer, and palatines, without canines ; 
tongue smooth. Two separate dorsal fins, the first with six or 
seven spines ; the anal with two. Lateral line distinct and entire. 
^Scales ctenoid, as a rule large and deciduous, but occasionally rather 
small, Csecal appendages when present few. 

Geographical Distribution. Proin the Red Sea and east coast of 
Africa, through the seas of India and Malay Archipelago to Aus- 
tralia, and even beyond. These small fishes are marine, and are 
]iumerous in sheltered spots, as inside harbours ; some have been 
captured at the mouths of, or even a short distance up, tidal rivers 
and backwaters. They are most numerous off the Sind and 
Bombay coasts and the Andaman Islands, still they are by no 
means uncommon at Madras. 

Vses.^ Although small, they are eaten fresh, dried, or salted by 
the natives of India. 
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Synopsis of hidian Species, 
A. First dorsal witli 7 spines. 


a. Lateral line with more than 30 scales j fins 

scarlet. [p, 491, 

Body with many faint longitudinal hands. . LA. multitceniatus^ 
Three dark longitudinal hands on side 2. A. calosomcif p. 492. 

b. Lateral line with less than 30 scales. 
a'. Caudal fin forked. 

Grey, several indistinct transverse dark 

hands ; vertical fins Mack 3. A. myncans, p. 492. 

3 or 4 longitudinal dark hands; both 

edges of iuteropercle serrated .... 4. A.frenatus^ p. 493. 

Two black hands round body \ 4th dor- 
sal spine longest 5. A. tceniatnsj p. 493. 

Two black spots on side, one beneath 

1st dorsal, the other at base of caudal. 6. A. thurstoni^ p. 494 

Two longitudinal dark bands on eadh 494. 

side 7. A. quadnfasciatus^ 

Four longitudinal dark bands ; inner edge 
of opercle not serrated 8. A, fasciaitis, p. 494. 

Olive, with 4 or 5 dark transverse bands ; [p. 496. 

fins grey 9. A. bandanensisj 

G olden, head black ; 4 white longitudinal 
bands 10. A. wassinki^ p. 495. 

Pinkish j a broad black band round root 
of tail 11. A. aurem, p 496. 

Grey, with 2 transverse dark bands ) 3rd 
dorsal spine longest 12. A. hifasciatus,'^.^! , 

Golden j vertical fins with broad black 
bands 13. A ellioti^ p. 497. 

Brown, with 4 rows of brown spots on 

aides 14. A. in^imlosus^ p. 497. 

V. Caudal fin rounded or square. 

Greyish, dorsal and anal black, caudal 
yellow with a black edge 16. A. nigripinnisj p.498. 

Yellowish green above, redder below ; D. 
and C. with black edges 16. A. ylaga^ p. 498. 

Spotted or marbled with brown through- 
out 17. A. auritiiSj p. 499. 

B. First dorsal with 6 spines ; always a black 
sp 't at base of tail. 

a. Caudal rounded 18. A, fickdli, p. 499. 

b. Caudal forked. 

d A 2/14--27 19. A. lineolatus^ p. 499. 

b’\ K. 2/8-9. 

A dark band from snout through eye to 

opercle or shoulder 20. A. sangiensisj p 600. 

No marks on head or side except caudal 

spot 21- A, hyalosoma^i^.^^OO, 

A single dark band round body 22. A. orhicidarisp, 500. 

A dark lateral line from head to tail. ... 23. A. oeraimmis, 


640. (1.) Apogon mxiltitaeniatxis. 

Apogon multitseniatus (JEhrenb.)^ Cuv. ^ Val. H, N, Poiss. ii, p. 169 j 
Daij, Fish. India, pp. 67, 101, pi, xvi, fig. 1 (see synon.). 
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D. 7 1 1/9. P. 15. A. 2/8. 0. 17. L. 1. 37-38. L. tr. 3^/12. 

Length, of head 3^, lieiglit of body 3^ in the total length. 

— diameter 3J in length of head, ^ from end of snout, and f apart. 
The outer edge of both vertical and horizontal margins of the 
preopercle finely and nearly evenly serrated; a small flat oper- 
cular spine. Fins — dorsal spines stout, the third and fourth the 
highest; second dorsal a little higher, its upper edge nearly 
straight ; pectoral rounded ; ventral not reaching the anal, which 
equals in height the second dorsal; caudal slightly emarginate. 
Colour — a slaty tinge along the back, becoming reddish on the head, 
sides, and abdomen ; violet lines along the body, between the rows 
of scales, narrower than the ground-colour, most apparent after 
death. Fins scarlet ; second dorsal, anal, and caudal with light 
edges and black tips ; first dorsal black at the base and in the upper 
three fourths, also between last two spines. Eyes scarlet in their 
anterior halves, with some black markings. 

Eah. Eed Sea, seas of India to the Malay Archipelago. 

641. (2.) Apogon calosoma. 

Apogon kaloaoma, BleeJcerf Batavia Nat. Tijdsch. iii, 1852, p. 448 ; 

Day, Fish, India, p. 57, pi. xvi, fig. 2 (see* synon.). 

D. 7 11/9. P.15. A. 2/8. 0.17. L.l. 35-3C. L. tr. 3/13. 

Length of head 3^, height of body 3| in the total length. Eyes 
— diameter 2| to 2| in length of head, ^ from end of snout and 
also apart. Both vertical and horizontal margins of preo])crcle 
finely and evenly serrated along their outer edges. Fins — dorsal 
spines of moderate strength, the first two short, the third and 
fourth of nearly the same height, first spine of second dorsal two 
thirds as high as rays, and equal to longest in fii'st dorsal ; the 
caudal slightly emarginate. reddish, more especially over 

the head: three dark bands on each side, one from above the eye 
to upper portion of tail ; a second from snout through the eye, 
and a large black spot at the base of the caudal fin to the end 
of the tail ; a third from lower edge of eye to behind base of anal 
fin. ^ Fins reddish, the front half of the first dorsal and the upper 
portion of its last half black, the remainder scarlet. A black band 
along the base of the second dorsal and anal ; second dorsal, anal, 
and caudal scarlet with black tips. 

Hal, Madras to the Malay Archipelago. 

642. (3.) Apogon nigricans. 

Apogon nigricans, Day, Fish. India, p. 68, pi. xvi, fig. 3. 

D. 7 1. 1/9. P. 13. A. 2/8-9. C. 17. L. 1. 25-26. L. tr. 2/7. 

Length of head 3§, height of body 3^ in the total length. Eyes 
— diameter 3 in length of head, 1 from end of snout, and | apart. 
Both vertical and horizontal margins of preopercle finely serrated 
on their outer edges, shoulder also serrated. Fins — dorsal spines 
rather weak, the first two short, third nearly as long as fourth. 
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Spine of second dorsal mncli Mglier than third of first dorsal and 
rays much more elevated than spine; pectoral and ventral both 
reach as far as anal, the rays of which are as long as those of the 

dorsal ; caudal notched. Lateral line — nearly straight. Colour 

greyish shot with yellow, several badly-marked vertical dark bands 
on the body and the free portion of the tail. Head covered with 
dark brown spots, some of which have a ligh^* centre ; opercles 
with purplish reflexions. The whole body finely spotted with 
brown. Vertical fins black; pectoral with a dark base. 

Hah, Madras. 


643. (4.) Apogon frenatus. 

Apogon frenatus, Yal Nouv, Ann, Mus, Hist. Nat. i, 1832, p. 57, 
pL iv, fig. 4 ; Fisk India, p. 58, pi. xvi, fig. 4 (see synon.). 

D. 7 1 1/9. P. 16. A. 2/8. C. 17. L. 1. 27-28. L. tr. 2/7. 

Length of head 3^, height of body in the total length. Eyes 
—diameter 3 in length of head, | from end of snout, and | apart. 
Both inner and outer edges of preopercle serrated, also some ser- 
rations along the lower edge of the orbit ; a small opercular spine. 
Fins — third dorsal spine nearly as long as fourth, which is the 
highest ; caudal notched. Colour — ^I'eddish, a dark band from eye 
to middle of caudal ; a narrower one from upper edge of the orbit 
to the upper part of the tail ; a third from below the eye to the 
lower portion of the tail. A black band along the bases of the 
second dorsal and anal ; dorsal, caudal, ventrals, and anal black- 
tipped. A black spot sometimes at base of caudal fin. 

Hah. Mauritius, seas of India, the Malay Archipelago, and 
beyond. 


644. (5.) Apogon tssniatus. 

Apogon tseniatus {Ehrenh), Cuv. Val, H, N, Fom, ii, p. 169 j 
Day, Fisk India, p. 69, pi. viii, fig. 4 (see synon.). 

D. 7 1 1/9. P. 15. A. 2/8. 0. 17. 1. 1. 27. L. tr. 2/8. 

Length of head 8 J, height of body 3| in the total length. Eyes 
— diameter 3^ in length of head, nearly 1 from end of snout, and 

apart. Outer edges of both vertical and horizontal limbs of 
preopercle and the shoulder-bone serrated ; orbit entire. A fiat 
opercular spine, first dorsal spines rather strong, the 

fourth the longest ; soft dorsal much higher than spinous ; ventral 
reaching the anal ; caudal forked. Colour — reddish brown shot 
with gold ; two black bands round body, one through bases of first 
3 dorsal spines and axil of pectoral fin, the second through middle 
of second dorsal and commencement of anal ; a black spot near 
end of lateral line; inner third of ventral nearly black; a dark 
band across soft dorsal fin. 

Hah, Bed Sea and Madras. 
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645. (6.) Apogoii thurstoni. 

Apogoii IhuTstoni; Bay, Fuh. India, Siippl. 1888, p. 784, 

D. 7 11/9. P.14, A. 2/7. C.17. L.1.26. L.tr.2/6|. 

Length of head 3|, height of body 2^ in the total length. Eyes 
— diameter 3| in length of head, ^ from end of snout, and 1 apart. 
Snout a little elevated. Both borders of preopercle serrated, and 
the shoulder scale serrated. Fins — dorsal spines strong, the 
third slightly the longest ; rays of second dorsal as long as longest 
dorsal spine and one fourth longer than those of the anal fin. 
Pectoral reaches to above anal, and the ventral nearly as far. 
Caudal somewhat square. Colour — greyish, darkest along the back, 
a dark band behind the base ot the second dorsal fin ; an oval 
black spot nearly as large as the orbit and surrounded by a narrow 
yellow ring below the lateral line under the first dorsal. Vertical 
fins black, caudal yellowish. 

Eah, Madras. ' 

646. (7.) Apogon quadrifasciatus. 

Apogon quadrifasciatus, Ouv, < 5 * Val. M. -V. Boise, ii, p. 153 ; Gun- 
ther, Catal, i, p. 289; Bay, Fish. India, p. 59 (see synon.), 

D. 7 I 1/9. P. 14. A. 2/8. C. 17. L. 1. 26. L. tr. 2/6. 

Length of head 3|, height of body 3| to 3| in the total length. 
Eyes — diameter 3| in length of head, | from end of snout and also 
apart. Outer edges of vertical and horizontal limbs of preopercle 
rather strongly serrated, inner edges entire. Fins — dorsal spines 
moderate, third about the same height as the fourth and fifth, and 
two thirds of that of the rays ; soft portion of the fin with it® 
upper edge cut square or slightly emarginate ; ventral reaches anal ; 
caudal emargin ate. Colour — abroadbrovn band from the snout 
through the eye, continued to the end of the caudal fin ; another 
from the upper edge of the eye to above the tail. A badly de- 
A eloped basal band along soft dorsal and another on anal fin ; no 
black spot at base of caudal. 

Hab. Seas of India, Malay Archipelago, and beyond. 

647. (8.) Apogon fasciatus. 

Mullus fasciatus, White, N. S. Wales, p. 268, fig. 1. 

Apogon fasciatus, Bay, Fish. India, p, 60. 

Apogon endekataenia, Bay, lish. India, p. 59, pi. xvi, fig. 7 (not 
Bleeher) (see synon.), 

Bakor, Mavfithi. 

D. 7 I 1/9. P. 13. A. 2/8. C. 17. L. 1. 25. L. tr. 2/6. 

Length of head 3^, height of body 3| to 3^ in the total length, 
diameter 3 in length of head, f from end of snout and the 
same apart. Outer edge of preopercle serrated along both margins, 
intramarginal crest entire ; shoulder serrated, dorsal spines 
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rather stout, third longest, and nearly as high as the rays ; soft 
portion of fin with upper edge oblique; the ventral does not reach 
the anal ; caudal emarginate. Colour — ^reddish brown, with four 
lateral longitudinal bands, the third commencing at the snout passes 
through the eye to the centre of the caudal fin, this band is usually 
edged below by a narrow white one commencing at the pupil of the 
eye. The second and fourth bands also extend to the caudal fin. 
A dark band runs along the first dorsal fin, aad is continued along 
the middle or base of the second dorsal ; the anal has also a basal 
band. 

JIah, Seas of India, Malay Archipelago, and beyond. 

648. (9.) Apogon bandanensis. 

Apogon bandanensis, Bleeker^ Batavia Nat Tijdsch. vi, 1854, p 95. 
Apogon savayensis, Gunther^ B.Z.S. 1871, p. 656; JDay^ Fish, 
Indiaj pp. 60, 101, pi. xvi, fig. 5 (see synon.). 

Apogon bankanensis, Bay, Fish, India, p. 101, 

D. 7 I 1/9. P. 12. A. 2/8. 0. 17. L. 1. 26. L. tr. 2/6. 

Length of head 3|, height of body 3^ to 3^ in the total length. 
— diameter in length of head, ^ from end of snout, and ^ 
apart. Vertical and horizontal margins of preopercle serrated on 
their outer edges. Fhis — dorsal spines weak, the 3rd not so high 
as the 4th. The pectoral reaches the anal, as does also the ventral ; 
caudal slightly notched. Colour — olive, with four or five narrow 
dark verticar bands from first dorsal and first half of second dorsal 
descending to the abdomen ; a dark band, three scales wide, over 
free portion of tail, only reaching half a scale below lateral line, 
A black streak from lower edge of eye to angle of preopercle ; 
numerous small brown spots ou head and also on body, especially 
above lateral line. Pins grey, anterior half of first dorsal black ; 
caudal with a dark edge externally mar^ned with white. 

Hah, Bed Sea, coast of Africa, seas of India and beyond ; attain- 
ing at least 3 inches in length. 

649. (10.) Apogon wassinki. 

Apogon wassinki, Bleeker, Batavia Nat. Tijdsch, xxii, 1860, p. 258 ; 
Bay, Fish, India, p. 61 (see synon.). 

D. 7 11/9. P.14. A. 2/8. C. 17. L. 1. 25-26. L. tr. 2/7. 
Length of head Sj to 3^ height of body 3^ in the total length. 
^ 7 /^ 5 — diameter 2^ to 2^ m length of head, i from end of snoiit 
and also apart. Vertical and horizontal borders of preopercle 
serrated on their outer edges. Fins — third and fourth dorsal 
spines the longest, and | less than the longest ray; upper edge 
of first dorsal slightly einargiimte. Ventral nearly reaching the 
anal. Anal rays similar to those of soft dorsal. Caudal lobed. 
Colour— hvillimt golden with a black head. A silvery-white 
median band along the top of the head ; it divides, one branch pro- 
ceeding along the back ou either side to the upper halt ot the tail ; 
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D. 7 1 1/8. A. 2/7. 

Colour — brown, darkest anteriorly, having four rows of brown 
spots along either side, but none on the head. Eins brown, spotted 
with black. 

Hah. This fish is said to have come from the seas of India, 
whence M. de Ketlitz, a Eussian naturalist, brought figures (? speci- 
mens) ; from him Ouvier and Yaleneiennes obtained their infor- 
mation. It is stated to attain 3 inches in length, 

654. (15.) Apogon nigripinnis. 

Apogon nigripimiis, Cuv. ^ VaL H. N. Polss. ii, p. 152 ; Da^j Fisk. 

India, p. 60, pi. xvi, tig. 6 (see synon.). 

D. 7 I 1/9. P. 15. A. 2 / 8 . 0. 17. L. 1. 26. L. tr. 2|/6|, 

Length of head 3 to 85 , height of body 3 to 3| in the total 
length. Eyes — diameter 3 to 3J in length of head, ^ to | from 
end of snout, and | apart. Yertical and horizontal limbs of pre- 
opercle strongly and evenly serrated along their outer edges ; 
shoulder-bone serrated. Teeth — an outer slightly enlarged row in 
each jaw. Fins — dorsal spines strong, and 8 rd not so high as 4th. 
Pectoral does not reach anal, but ventral does ; caudal rounded. 
Colour — greyish, a dark vertical band from in front of base of 
first dorsal passes backwards and downwards, increasing in width 
to behind pectoral fin ; a second from base of second dorsal to lateral 
line, and a third over free portion of tail. No black spots or streaks 
on the head, vertical fins black except the caudal,- which is yellow 
and has a dark edge. 

Hah. Madras, where it is common; growing to at least 
inches in length. 


655. (16.) Apogon glaga. 

Apogon glaga, Bleeker, JBafav. Genootsch. Verhand. xxii, Fere. p. 29 5 
Hay, Fish. India, p. 62, pi. xvi, fig. 10 (see synon.). 

D. 7 I 1/9. P. 16. A. 2/8. C. 17. L. 1. 24-25. L, tr. 2/7. 

Length of head 3|, height of body 3| in the total length. Eyes 
— diameter 3J in length of head, J from end of snout, and 1 
apart. Both borders of preopercle entire, outer edge of horizontal 
limb somewhat crenulated, its outline sinuous. Teeth — outer row 
in maxiUa rather enlarged, and a few canine-like in mandible ; 
those in the vomer and palate in a single row and rather larger- 
sized than in the jaws. Fins — dorsal spines weak, the fourth the 
highest ; soft dorsal fin considerably higher than spinous. Pec- 
toral reaches to above anal. Caudal rounded. Colour — yellowish 
green above, more roseate along the abdomen ; a dark band between 
the orbits. Edges of scales with minute black dots, forming hori- 
zontal lines, most distinct along the back ; each scale in the second 
and third rows have a pearly-white spot at the base. Upper half 
of first dorsal black ; second dorsal and caudal black-edged. A 
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moderately wide band along the middle of the second dorsal, which 
appears to be sometimes spotted with blue. 

Hah, Madras, growing to 3| inches in length: Malay Archi- 
pelago, 


656. (17.) Apogon auritus, 

Apogon auritus, Cm. 8r Val. H. N. Poiss, vii, p. 443 ; Day, Fish. 
India, p. 63, pi. xvii, fig. 2 (see synon.). 


D. 7 I 1/9. P. 12, A. 2/7-8. 0. 17. L. 1. 23-24. L. tr, 2/6. 

Ijength of head 3, height of body 3^ to 4 in the total length. 
%€5—diameter 3 to 3J in the length of head, ^ to | from end of 
snout and also apart. Edges of all bones of the head and shoulder 
entire. Fins — 3rd and 4th dorsal spines the highest, and three 
fourths as high as the rayed fiin. Ventral reaches two thirds of the 
way to the anal. Caudal rounded or cut rather square. Lateral 
line — either ceases under middle of soft dorsal, or reappears lower 
down, .going direct to centre of base of caudal. Colour — ^body 
and head spotted and marbled all over with brown. A circular 
black spot on the opercle enclosed by a narrow white ring, which 
is present ei en in the fry. 

Hah, Red Sea, east coast of Africa, seas of India, Malay Archi- 
pelago and beyond. 


657. (18.) Apogon tickelli. 

Apogon tickelli, Day, Fish, India, Suppl. p. 785 (see synon.). 

D. 6 I 1/10. P. 13. A. 2/8. 0. 15. L. 1. 24 (26). L. tr. 3/8. 

Length of head 3 to 3|, height of body 3| in the total length. 
Eyes — diameter 4 m length of head, nearly 1 from end of snout, 
and I to 1 apart. The posterior edge of the preopercle finely 
serrated. Fins — first dorsal spine one third the length of the 
second, which is equal to the third ; second dorsal fin somewhat 
higher than first. Caudal rounded. Colour — pale horn above and 
below, with a slight golden tinge on the opercles ; caudal and ven- 
tral both having a dark hinder edge. A round black spot at root 
of caudal. 

Hob, Col. Tickell procured two examples at Akyab. 


658. (19.) Apogon lineolatus. 

Apogon lineolatus {Ehr.), Cm. ^ Val. H, N. Foiss. ii, p. 160. ^ 
Apogon macropterus (K. ^ v, II.), Cuv. Val. H. H Foiss. ii, 
p. 160; Day, Fish. India, p. 64, pi. xvii, fig. 4 (see synon.). 

D, 6 1 1/9. A. 2/14-17. 0. 17. L. 1. 22-26. (C. pyl. 0, Cantor.) 

Length of head 3^, height of body 3^ to 3| in the total length. 
jgr^^ 5 ...-diameter 2| to 3 in length of head, ^ from end of snout 
and apart. Outer edge of vertical and horizontal limbs of pre- 
opercle finely serrated. Fins — dorsal spines weak, the 3rd the 
highest. The pectoral reaches to above the 3rd or 4th anal ray ; 
° 2 k2 
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caudal forked. CoZottr— whitish, with a pink tinge, fins pinkish ; 
a round black spot at base of caudal fin. 

Hah, East coast of Africa, seas oE India and Malay Archipelago, 
very common at Madras. Length in India not more than 3 or 4 
inches. 

659. (20.) Apogou sangiensis. 

Apogon sangiensis, Blseher, Batavia Nat, Tijdsch, xiii, p. 37o ; Day^ 
Fish. India, p. 64, pi. xvii, fig. 3 (see synon.). 

D. 6 1 1/9. P. 13. A. 2/8-9. 0. 17. L. 1. 24-25. L. tr. 1^7. 

Lengtli of head 3 to 3.|, height of body 3 to 3| in the total 
length. Eyes — diameter 3 in length of head, f from end of snout 
and apart. Outer edge of both vertical and horizontal limbs of 
preopercle very finely serrated. Fins — dorsal spines very weak, 
the third generally the longest. Ventral almost reaches the anal ; 
caudal notched. Colour — ^golden tinged with red ; a wide brown 
band from snout, through eye, ending on posterior edge of opercle, 
or else in a black spot a little below the shoulder ; a round black 
spot on side close to base of caudal ; a minnte black spot on back, 
close behind base of last dorsal ray. Upper half of first dorsal 
black. The anal fin is said to be sparingly spotted with blue in 
specimens from the Malay Archipelago. 

Hah. Andamans to the Malay Archipelago. 

660. (21.) Apogon iyalosoina. 

Apo^on hyalosoma, Bleeker, Batavia Nat. Tijdich, iii, p. 63 j Day, 
Fish, India, p, 04, pi. xvii, fig. 6 (see synon.). 

D. 6 1 1/9. P. 12-14. A. 2/8. C. 17. L. 1. 24-25. L. tr. 24/8^. 

Length of head 3 to height of body 3 in the total length. 
Eyes — diameter 3^ to 3| in length of head, | from end of snout, 
and 1 apart. Both borders of preopercle serrated along their 
outer edges. Fins — dorsal spines of moderate strength, the second 
and third about the same length and highest, but not so high as 
the soft dorsal. Pectoral rather longer than ventral, which reaches 
two thirds of distance to base of anal ; soft anal as high as soft 
dorsal ; caudal lobed. Cohwr — olive, with a darkish blotch at the 
base of the caudal fin ; blackish between the second and third dorsal 
spines ; fins grey. 

Hah, df India and Malay Archipelago | attaining at least 
6 inches in length, -r . ^ 

661. ’ (^.) Apogoii orbicularis. 

Apogon orbicularis (KuM §; i\ Hass,), Guv, & Val H. N. Porn ii, 
p. 155 5 Day, Fish, India, p. 65, pi. xviii, fig. 7 (see synon.). 

D. 6 I 1/8-9. P.12. A. 2/8-9. 0.17. L. 1. 24-26. L.tr.2y7, 

Length of head 3^, height of body 2^ in the total length. Eyes 
— diameter 2j to 2| in length of head, 2 to | from end of snout, 
and I apart. The outer edges of both margins of the preopercle 
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serrated, also the shoulder-bone. Fins — second dorsal spine highest 
and about equal to rays in second dorsal. Yentrals reach anal, the 
rays of which are similar to those of the soft dorsal. Caudal forked. 
Colour — olive-brown, a dark zone round the body from in front of 
the first dorsal fin, and behind the ventral. Head spotted black. 
A cloudy band below the second dorsal ; free portion of the tail 
with some black spots and blotches. Pirst dorsal with some dark 
spots ; ventral nearly black. 

Hob, Andamans, Malay Archipelago and beyond, 

662. (23.) Apogon ceramensis. 

Apogon ceramensis, Sleeker ^ Batavia Nat. TijdscJi. iii, p. 256 j Day, 
Fish. India, p. 65, pi. zvii, fig. 6 (see synon.). 

D. 6 I 1/9. P. 14. A. 2/9. C. 17. L. 1. 23-25. L. tr. 2/7. 

Length of head height of body 3| in the total length. Eyes 
— 3^ diameters in length of head, ffrom end of snont, and f apart. 
Both borders of preopercle serrated along their outer edges. 
Fins — third dorsal spine slightly the highest, ventral does not reach 
anal. Caudal notched. Colour — ^eenish brown, with some dark 
spots on the head ; a narrow blackish-brown band from the head 
to the root of ihe caudal fin, where it ends in a round black blotch; 
in its anterior half it is bordered on either side by a bluish-white 
streak, which gradually decreases in width; there is a brownish 
blotch on the shoulder. The membrane betw^een the second and 
third dorsal spines is black. 

Hab. Nicobars and Malay Archipelago. 


12, Genus CHILODIPTERTJS (Lacep.), Cuv. & Yal. 

Syn. Faramia, Bleeker. 

Branchiostegals seven; pseudobranchise well-developed. Opercles 
spineless ; preopercle with a double edge, both, or the outer onty, 
serrated. Yilliform teeth in jaws, vomer, and palate; canines 
present generally in both jaws, and lateral teeth like canines. Iw^o 
dorsal fins separated by an interspace, the first with six spines, 
the anal with two. Caudal forked. Scales ctenoid, large and deci- 
duous. Lateral line distinct. 

Geocjrci^hiccd Distribution. Indian and Pacific Oceans, Abun- 
dant ofiE Sind and the Andamans and Nicobars. 


Synojpsis of Indian Sjyedes. 

Seven or 8 narrow black longitudinal bands . 1. C. macrodm, p. 501. 

Four or 6 bands 2.0. quinquelmeatm, p. 502. 

Fourteen to 16 bands 3. C. hneatus, p. 602. 

603. (1.) ChUodipterus macrodon. 

Centropomus macrodon, ZacSp.B. N Foiss. iv, p. ^ , 

Oheilodipterus lineatus. Day, Fish. India, p. 66, pi. xviii, fig. 8 (not 

Cheiiodipterus macrodon, Day, Fish. India^ Suppl p. 785 (see synon.). 

D. 6 I 1/9. P. 13. A. 2/8. C, 17. L. 1. 26-27. L tr. 3|/7|. 
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Length o£ head above 3, height of body 4 iu the total length. 
Eyes — diameter from 4 to 4^ in length of head, 1 to from end 
of snout, and | to 1 apart. Outer edge of vertical and horizontal 
margins of preopercle serrated, the former more finely ; other bones 
of head entire. Fhis — dorsal spines weak, second and third equal 
to each other and to two thirds the height of the body. Colour — 
silvery red, with about seven horizontal black bands along the head 
and body, but the number appears to increase with age, and in 
adults intermediate bands appear between those existing in the 
young. One black band from above the snout to the base of the 
dorsal. A black spot surrounded by a light edge at base of caudal. 
Lins red, the first dorsal black between second and third spines. 

Hcib, Eed Sea, east coast of Africa, seas of India, Andamans, 
Malay Archipelago and beyond. 


664. (2.) Chilodipterus quinquelineatns. 

Chilodipterus quinquelineatua, Cuv. ^ VaL IT. N. Foiss, ii, p. 167 ; 
Day, Fish. India, p. 6(3 (see synon.). 

L. 6 I 1/9. V. 1/5. A. 2/9. 0. 17. L. 1. 25. L. tr. 2/7. 

Length of head about 3|, height of body 4^ in the total length. 
Eyes — diameter 3 in length of head, | from end of snout and also 
apart. Yertical border of preopercle serrated along its outer edge. 
Mns — dorsal spines \veak, second ^d third of same height, and 
about half that of body. Colour — reddish, with five black bands 
along the head and side ; a black spot surrounded by a yellow 
ocellus at root of caudal fin. 

Bah, Eed Sea, seas of India, and Malay Archipelago. 

665. (a.) Chilodipterus liueatus., (Lig. 151.) 

Perea lineata, Forsh. Eescr. As^vim. p, 42, no. 43. 

Cheilodipterus lineatus, Bay, Fish. India, pi. xviii, fig. 9, p. 785 
(see syron.). 
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Fifth group. GEYSTIlSr A. 

13. Genus DULIS, Cuv. k Yal. 

Syn. Moro^iopUs and Hectroplites, Gill ; Paradules, pt., Bleoker. 

Branchiostegals six ; pseudobranchias. Preopercle serrated 
Opercle with spines. Viiliform teeth in the jaws, vomer, and 
palatines ; no canines. A single dorsal fin with ten spines ; anal 
with three. Scales ctenoid and of moderate size. 

Geo(/raphical Distribution, Intertropical seas, some species being 
said to enter fresh v’aters. 

Uses, Owing to their small size, these fishes are of but little 
economic value. 


Synopsis of Indian Spede-s, 

A dark band across caudal 1. D. marginatvs^^Mt* 

Two obliq^ue bands across each lobe of caudal. . 2. JD. argenteusj p. 504. 


666. (1.) Pules marginatus. (Fig. 152.) 

Dules marginatus, Cu'o. 4* Fh/. JET. A. Poiss. iii, p. 116, pi. 62, and 
vii, p. 474 } Day, Fisk India, p. 07, pi. xviii, fig. 1 (see syuon.J. 

D. 10/11. P. 15. A. 3/10. 0. 17. L. 1. 42. L. tr. 5/8. 

Length of head 3|, height of body 3| in the total length. Byes 
— diameter 3^ in length of head, 1 from end of snout and al^, 
apart. Fins — dorsal spines moderately strong, the fifth the highest, 
tenth longer than ninth; third anal spine the longest; caudal 
moderately forked. Colour^Uok greyish, sides and abdomen 
silvery white ; a dark grey band across the posterior third ot the 



Fig. 152 . — Pules ^marginatus. 

caudal fin, the border of which is white ; a shnilar 

with a white upper edge, dong the soft dorsal; the other fins 

tinged externally with grey and edged with white. 

Mab. Seas of India, the Malay Archipelago and beyond; attaining 

at least 8 inches in length 
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667. (2.) Dnles argeuteus. 

Perea argentea, Bennett, Fish. Ceylon, p. 25, pi. 22. 

Diiles argeuteua, Day, Fsh. India, p. 67, pi, xviii, fig. 2 (see syuon.). 

D. 10/9-10. P.15. A. 3/10-11. 0.17. L.1.52. L.tr.6/12. 

Length, of head nearly 4, height of body 3| in the total length. Dxjes 
— diameter 2^ in length of head, | from end of snout, and f apart. 
Fim-^iorsdl spines not very strong, fifth and sixth the highest ; 
second anal spine slightly shorter but stronger than third ; caudal 
forked. Colour — ^bluish, becoming silvery white on the sides and 
abdomen ; soft dorsal greyish black along its upper third and with 
a white outer margin ; caudal milk-white, wiLli two oblique yel- 
lowish-black bands on each lobe and a narrow central black longi- 
tudinal one. 

A young specimen 1| inches long is blue with two narrow black 
lines on each side, one at the base of the dorsal fin, the other a 
little below ; anal and dorsal black-tipped. 

Hah. East coast of Africa, seas of India, the Malay Archipelago 
and beyond ; attaining 6 inches or more in length. 

Sixth group. THEEAPONINA. 

14. Genus THERAPON, Ouv. 

Syn. Delates, sp., Cuv, •, Datnia, Ouv. & Val. 

Branchiostegals six ; pseudobranchise. Eyes of moderate size. 
Cfpercle with spines. Preopercle, and sometimes preorbital, ser- 
rated. Teeth villiform in both jaws, the outer row sometimes the 
larger ; deciduous teeth on the vomer and palatines. Dorsal fin 
single, but more or less notched, having from ll to 13 spines; anal 
with three. Scales of moderate or small size. Air-bladder divided 
by a constriction. Pyloric appendages few or in moderate numbers. 

Qeogra]p7iical Distrihution. Red Sea, east coast of Africa, seas of 
India, Malay Archipelago, and Australia. These fishes in India 
are marine, but some are occasionally found in brackish water 
within tidal influence ; they may even live temporarily in brackish 
or even freshwater ponds. 

Uses. Species of this genus are not esteemed as food, as they are 
reputed to feed on carrion, hut they are eaten b}’' the poorest class 
of natives. 

The colour of these fish is usually si]\ery, with longitudinal 
bands ; but in some species cross bands are present in the im- 
mature. 

Synopsis of Indian Sjyedes. 

A. Dark oblique bands on caudal fin. 

L. 1. 90-100. Lateral hands straight, no 
mark on anal 1. T. puta, p. 605. 

L. 1. 80-90, Lateral hands curved .... 2, T. jarlua, p. 505. 

L. 1. 60-66. Lateral bands straight, a 
black mark on anal 3, T. theraps, p. 506. 
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B. No oblique bands on caudal. 

L. 1. 70. Second anal spine mucb shorter 

T spines 4, T, quadrilineatm, p. 607, 

J-i. 1. oo. Second anal spine longer and 
stronger than dorsal spines 6. T, argenteus, p. 607, 


668. (1.) Therapon puta. 

Therapon puta, Cwy, <§• VaL JS. N. Foiss, hi, p. 131 ; Dav, Fisk 
India, p. 68, pi. xviii, fig. 3 (see synon.). 

Kove heetchan, Tam. (Madras) ^ Keel^mta, Tel. j Keetchan, Tam. and 
Mai. 


D. 11-12/10. P, 15. A. 3/8-9. L. 1.90-100. L. tr. 13-14/24. 0. pyl.7. 

Length of head 4 to height of body 4 in the total length, 
diameter 3^ to 3| in length of head, 1 from end of snout, 
and I apart. Preopercle with five or six strong denticulations on 
its vertical border, the two lower larger than the upper ; the serra- 
tions are continued along the horizontal border. Teeth — jaws with 
an outer enlarged row. dorsal spines rather slender, the 

fourth to the sixth about equal and longest ; second anal spine a 
little shorter than the third ; caudal emarginate. OoZoter— greyish, 
with three or four longitudinal straight blackish-brown bands ; 
upper three quarters of dorsal blackish between the 3rd or 4th and 
7th or 8th spines. Two dark oblique bands across the upper caudal 
lobe, and one, sometimes two, across the lower one. The young 
are similar to the adult, except that they look as if light spots were 
present between the first three horizontal bands. 

Jlah, Seas of India to the Malay Archipelago. 


6G9. (2.) Therapon jarbua. (Pig. 153.) 

Scisena jarbua, Forsh, Fescr, Anim. p. 60, no. 57. 

Therapon jarbua, Bay, Fisk India, p. 69, pi. xviii, fig. 4 (see synon.). 

Palin keetchan, Tam. j Gahnu, Ooriah ; Fga-sahasa-sa, Paddy-eating 
fish,’^ Arrac. ; Boorgomi and Jeerpye, Bengali, Chittagong. 

D. 10-12/9-10. L. 1.80/90. L.tr. 15/30. Vert. 10/15. 

Length of head from 3| to 4, height of body 3| to 31 in the 
total length. Byes — diameter 3| to 4 in length of head, 1 from 
end of snout and also apart. Preorbital serrated in the hinder 

0 thirds of its lower edge. Vertical limb of preopercle with from 
12 to 14 serrations, the two at its rounded angle being much the 
strongest, along the lower limb are about eight weaker ones. 
Upper opercular spine small, the lower large and strong. Sub- and 
interopercles, shoulder-bone, and bone in the axilla serrated. 
Teeth — an outer somewhat enlarged row in the jaws. Fins — dorsal 
spines moderately strong, the 3rd and 4th the longest ; 2nd anal 
spine usually the strongest, and slightly shorter than the 3rd ; 
caudal forked. Colour — back bluish grey, becoming white on the 
abdomen, a tinge of gold along the cheeks and snout. Three 
longitudinal reddish-brown bands, having a slight convexity down- 
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wards on each side. Sometimes there is a fourth band along the 
abdomen. Ventral and anal with a yellow tinge along their 
centres. Dorsal interspinoilS ’ihen*ibtaiife milk-white, with a black 
mark in its upper two thirds between the 3rd* and 6th spines; a 
second commences at the Sth spine, and is continued along the 



Fig. 163. ^Therapon jarbaa* 

base ol the soft dorsal ; upper edge of first three dorsal rays tipped 
with black ; caudal with two oblique bands across each lobe ; eye 
yellowish red. 

Eah. Bed Sea, east coast of Africa, the seas and estuaries of 
India, the Malay Archipelago, and north coast of Australia. A 
common fish, attaining 12 or 13 inches in length. Not uncommon 
at Calcutta in the tidal Hooghly. 

670. (3.) Therapon theraps. 

Therapon theraps, Cuv. ^ VaL E. N Poiss, iii, p. 120, pi. 53 ; 

Msh India^ p. 70, pi. xviii, fig. 6 (see synon.). 

Kvtta heetcJian, Tam. : Nga sabdsd^ Paddy-eating fish,” Arracan ; Boor- 
goom and Jeerjnje, Chittagong. 

i). 12/10. P, 15. A. 3/8. L'I. 50-55. L. tr. 11/16. Vert. 10/15. 

Length of head 4, height of body 3^ in the total length. Eyes — ■ 
diameter 3J to 3J in length of head, 1 from end of snout and also 
apart. Preorbital very finely serrated* on its lower edge. Pre- 
opercle nearly evenly serrated; sub- and interopercles entire in 
adults. Lower opercular spine long. Teeth — an outer somewhat 
enlarged row. Fim — ^fourth dorsal spine slightly the longest, 
’second anal spine stronger but rather shorter than the third; 
caudal emarginate. Beales — above the lateral line a little smaller 
than those below it. Colovi' — silvery, with 4 (sometimes 3) hori- 
zontal blackish-brown lines. Dorsal fin wdth a black blotch 
between its 3rd and 7th spines, and a dark band along upper 
portion of rays. A horizontal black band along first half of anal.' 
Caudal with two oblique banids across each lobe, the higher band 
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on the upper lobe interrupted in adults, the lobe has likewise a 
blMk tip. In the youm the colour is dark with two light bands 
only halt the width of the darker ones. A large black shoulder- 
spot IS sometimes visible. ^ There are teeth on the vomer. 

coast of Africa, seas of India, the Malay Archipelago 
and China ; attaining at least 10 inches in length. 

671. (4.) Therapou quadrilmeatus. 

Ilolocentrus quadrilineatus, Bloch, Ich. t. 238, fig. 2. 

Therapou quadnlineatus, Day, Fisk India, p. 70, pi. xviii, fig. 5 Tsee 
synon ). jr 7 o ^ 

D. 11-12/10. P.15. A. 3/10. L. 1.70. L.tr. 13/26. Cffic.pyl.18. 

_ Length of head 4, height of body 4 in the total length. Eyes-^ 
diameter 3 in length of head, from end of .snout and also 
apart. Preorbital slightly serrated on its lower border. Pre- 
opercle serrated along both margins, most coarsely at its rounded 
angle. Teeth— extemsl row in maxilla enlarged. fifth dorsal ' 

spine highest ; second anal spine strongest, the third longest; 
caudal einarginate. Fylorio ajpjoenclages — very short. Colour-^ 
silvery, with 5 (sometimes 4) horizontal black bands. A large 
black blotch on the shoulder. Dorsal fin with a black blotch 
between its third and seventh spines, a black mark along the middle 
of the soft dorsal, and a black tip. Pectoral, ventral, and anal 
canary-colour, the last darkest externally, and with a dark basal 
band ; caudal yellowish, with a dark edge, but no bands. 

The yoxmj have six light. vertical cross hands from the back to 
the fourth horizontal band. 

Hah. Seas of India to the Malay Archipelago and China ; attaining 
at least 6 inches in length'. 


672. (6.) Therapou argenteus. 

Datnia argentea, Cuv. ^ Val Jff. Paisa, lii, p. 139, pi, 64; Day, 
Fisk India, p. 71, pi. xviii, fig. 7 (see synon.;. . . 

D. 12/10. P.14. A, 3/8.. L. 1.56. L. tr, 30-35. . Cffic. pyl. 11. 

. Length of head 4, height of body 3 to 3| in the total length. 

dianuiter 4 in length of head, 1| from end of snout, and 
^ apart. Snout pointed. Preorbital serrated along ther last half 
of its lower edge. Preopercle serrated along its vertical mar^n. 
Fim — 4th and 5th dorsal spines the longest ; s’ecbnd anal spine 
very strong, longer than the third, and exceeding the length of the 
longest in the dorsal fin ; caudal notched. silvery, darkest 

along back ; a narrow black outer edge to dorsal fin ; a band along 
middle of anal, which also has a dark margin. 

The ymmy nppcjar to have longitudinal bands. 

This fish has a moro elevated body than the typical Therapom, 
the dorsal spines are stronger, and there is a very slight notch 
between ibc last two. 

link Cai)e se»as, seas of India, the Malay Archipelago, and' 
beyond. 
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Seventh group, PEISTIPOMATINA. 

15. Genus PEISTIPOMA, Cuv. 

Syn. Genytremm, Gmyatremiu, Anisotr emits j and BnstocantharuSy 
Gill ; JECtsmulopsiSj Steind. 5 Fomadasys^ Bleeker, 

Branchiostegals seven j pseudobranchise. Body oblong, com- 
pressed. Ej^es moderate. Cleft of mouth horizontal 5 gape not 
very wide ; jaws of nearly equal length ; a central longitudinal and 
deep groove below the symphysis of the lower jaw, and two small 
open pores under the chin; no barbels. Preopercle serrated; 
operole with indistinct points. Teeth in the jaws villiform, without 
canines ; palate edentulous. Dorsal with from eleven to fourteen 
spines ; anal with three. Scales ctenoid and of moderate or small 
size, present on -the head, including the preorbital and lower jaw. 
Air-bladder simple, destitute of any constriction. Pyloric appen- 
dages few. 

Geograj^UcalListrihution. All tropical seas and the Mediterranean. 
The young of the Indian species are often taken in backwaters. 

Uses, Pair as food, but not much esteemed ; the air-bladder in 
some places collected as isinglass. 


Synopsis of Indian Species, 

A. Second anal spine not longer, or scarcely 
longer, than 3rd. 

A, B/k Longitudinal bands on side 1. P. stHdens, p. 508. 

A. 3/12. No blotches nor longitudinal bands 
* on side 2. P. oUvaceum, p. 509. 

A. 3/7. Black blotchy on side. 3. P. macukium, p. 610. 

B. Second anal Mne much longer than 8 rd. 

L. tr. 7/18. & horizontal dark bands on 
each side 4. P. furcatnm^ p. 610. 

L. tr. 7/10. Four or 5 interrupted lines along 
sides 6 . P, hasta^ p. 510. 

L. tr. 5/13. Sinuous lines of black spots on 
sides 6 . P. argenteumy^ 611. 

L. tr. 6|/15. Two golden lateral bands .... 7. P. dmsumien, p. 613, 

L. tr. 6/12. No lateral bands in adult nor 
spots 8 . P, guGi*acay p. 512. 

L. tr. 9/19. Upper half of side with numerous 
black spots 9. P. opercularCf p. 512. 


673. (1.) Biistipoma stridens. 

Sciaena stridens, Forsh Fescr, Anim. p. 50, no. 68 . 

Priatipoma stridens, Fay, Fish, India, p, 72, pi. xviii, fig. 8 (marked 
P. nageh) (see synon.). 

D. 12/13-16. A.3/9. L.r. 95-100/80-85. L.tr. 8-9/18. Ca‘.c.pyl. 5 - 6 . 

^ Length of head 4, height of body 4 in the total length. Eyes-- 
diameter 3| to 4 in length of head, 1 to 1| from end of snout, and 
1 ap£|,rt. Upper profile of head somewhat rounded. Vertical 
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margin of preoperele serrated in its whole extent, its lowest serra- 
tions the strongest; horizontal limb entire, as are also the sub- 
and interopercles. Shoulder-bone serrated. Fins — dorsal spines 
slender, the fifth highest. Pectoral as long as the head without 
the snout. Second anal spine stronger than but not quite so long 
as the third ; caudal forked. Colour — purplish above, becoming 
dirty white below, three golden bands on upper part of each side, 
the lowest from eye to middle of caudal fin ; a dark mark on upper 
third of opercle ; dorsal interspinous membrane covered with fine 
black spots, outer edge and also that of the caudal and anal stained 
grey ; many fine dots over the head and body. 

Ilcib, Red Sea, along the Mekran coast, and very common at 
Kardchi in Sind; attaining at least 6 inches in lengtL 

674. (2.) Pristipoma oHvaceum. (Pig. 154.) 

Pristipoma olivaceum, Datfj Fish, India, p. 73, pi. xix, fig. 1. 

D. 12/15. P. 17. A. 3/12. 0. 17. L. 1. 55. L. tr. 9/15. Cmc. pyl. 6 . 

Length of head 3| to 4, height of body 3 to 3 5 in the total length. 
Eyes — diameter 3^ to 4 in length of head, 1 from end of snout, 
and 1 | apart. Fins — fourth dorsal spine the highest. Pectoral 



Pig. 154 . — Iristipoma olivaceum. 


pointed and nearly as long as the head; second anal spine 
•strongest, and nearly as long as the tliird. Caudal emarginate. 
in oblique rows above and horizontal below the lateral line, 
olive-grey, the head glossed with purple, a large black 
blotch bordered in front with yellow at the upper angle of the 
opercle ; pectoral yellow, as is also the basal half of the ventral, 
the distal half is black with a white edge ; the other fins stained 
with blackish and having fine deep brown dots. Eyes golden, 

Ilab. Coasts of Baluchistan and Sind; attaining at least a foot 
in length. 
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675. (3.) Pristipoma macxilatum. 

AntMas maculatus, Ich, t. 326, fig. 2. 

Pristipoma maculatum, Day, Fish, India, p. 74, pi. xix, fig. 6 (see 
synon.). 

Caripe, Tel. j Erruttam corah, Mai. ; Currutohe, Tam. j Karhidla, Ma- 
rathi. 

P.17. A,3/7. 0.17. L.L52-56: L.fcr. 8 / 12 . Osec.pyl. 6 . 

Length of head 8 |, height of body 3 to nearly 3| in the total 
length. Eyes — diameter 3| to 4 in length of head, 1^ from end of 
snout and also apart. Fins — ^fourth dorsal spine the highest ; 
pectoral as long as the head ; second anal spine a little longer and 
much stronger than the third j caudal emarginate. Scales — in 
oblique rows above the lateral line and horizontal below. Colour — 
greyish, white beneath, and with a purplish tinge about the head ; 
a blackish band over the snout ; a second from the occiput over the 
opercles. A black band over the nape terminating about three 
scales below the lateral line; posterior to this are about six 
black blotches, three or four above, and two or three below the 
lateral line. Spinous dorsal with a large black mark ; soft dorsal 
with a dark band along its centre ; both dorsals and the caudal with 
their edges stained black. 

These fish breed during April and May. 

Eoib, Bed Sea, east coast of Africa, the seas of India, the Malay 
Archipelago, and New G-uinea; attaining at least 16 inches in 
length. 

676. (4.) Pristipoma forcatum. 

Gramtmstes tecatus, M, Sdm, Ich, p. 187, t. 43. 

Pidstipoma furcatiim, Day, Ftsh, Indkt, p. 73, pi. xix. fig. 2 (see 
synon.). • 

Faikeeli, Tel. ; KuUvr'korake, Tam. j Ndyada, Marat. ; Baruma, Arabi. 
D. 12-13/15. P.17. A. 3/8-9. 0.17. L. 1.55-60. L.tr.7/18. 

Length of head from 4 to 4|, height of body 3 in the total length. 
Eyes — diameter from 85 to 4| in length of head, 1 to 1^ from end 
of snout and also apart. Fins — third or fourth dorsal spine the 
highest, every alternate spine being broader. Pectoral a little 
longer than the head. Second anal spine much the strongest and 
longest, being higher than the fourth of the dorsal fin; caudal 
notched. Oolov/r — silvery, with six horizontal brownish-black bands, 
three of which are above the lateral line ; spinous portion of dorsaL 
fin with three rows of brown spots and a dark edge ; upper half or 
soft dorsal dark ; a dark band along the anal. 

Hah, Seas of India to the Malay Archipelago. A stuffed speci- 
men from Madras in the Indian Museum is 15 inches in length. 

677. (5.) Pristipoma hasta. 

Lutjanus hasta, Bloch, Ich. t 246, fig. 1. 

Pristipoma hasta, Day, Fish. India, p. 73, pi. xix, figs. 3 & 4 (young) 
(see synon.). 
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Corona and Corahe^ Tam. 5 Coompoo, Bel ; Nakma, Arabi ; Nga Kroo, 
Arracan. 

D. 12/13-14. P. 17. A.3/7~8. 0.17. L. 1.46-50. L.tr. 7/10. 0. pyl. 6-7. 

Length of head 3 to 3|, height of body 3 to in the total length. 
Eyes — diameter from 3 to 5 in length of head, ^ to 1 ^ from end of 
snout and also apart. Preopercle serrated in its whole extent, very 
coarsely so at the angle.* Fins — dorsal spines strong, third or fourth 
longest. Pectoral nearly as long as head. Second anal spine 
longest, strongest, and longitudinally fluted. Caudal emarginate. 
Colour — four or five interrupted lines of grey along the sides, three 
or four above the lateral line ; sometimes they coalesce and form 
bands. Two or three rows of spots along the dorsal, and in the 
. adult a single row of dull blotches at the base of the fin. 

Hah, Eed Sea, east coast of Africa, seas of India, Malay Archi- 
pelago to North Australia ; attaining 1 1 feet or more in length. 

678. (6.) Pristipoma argenteum. 

Scisena argentea, Forsk. Descr, Anim. p. 51, no. 60,^^^ 

Pristipoma argenteum, Eay^ Fish, India, p. 74, pi. viii, fig. 3 (marked 
as F. coiiiniersonii) (see synon.). 

D. 12/14. P.15. A. 3/7. 0.17. L. 1. 50. L. tr. 5/13. 

Length of head 3|, height of body 3§ in the total length. Eyes 
- — diameter 3 | in length of head, 1 from end of snout, and | apart. 
Fins — each alternate dorsal spine thicker on one side, third highest, 
the fourth nearly as high. Pectoral as long as the head. The 
second anal spine strong, having a raised keel along its anterior 
surface ; third much weaker and shorter. Colour — silvery, covered 
with black spots in the upper two thirds of the body, forming 
sinuous lines which diminish in number with age ; a dark spot on 
the opercle. A row of basal spots along the dorsal fin, two more 
rows above in the spinous portion, and a dark line along the soft 
fin. 

This species has a less deeply cleft dorsal fin than P. hastata 
(except in the very young). 

Hah, Eed Sea and seas of India. 

679. (7.) Pristipoma dussumieri. 

Pristipoma dussumieri, Cuv, Val, H, H, Poiss, v, p. 259 ; Hay, 
^ Ftsh. India, p. 75, pi. xix, fig. 6 (see synon.). 

Cut-tah-lee, Tam. 

D. 12/14. P. 15. A. 3/7. 0. 19. L. 1. 50. L. r. 54/52. L. tr. 6^/15. 

Length of head 4, height of body rather more than 3 in the total 
length. Eyes — diameter 3 in length of head, nearly 1 from end of 
snout, and | apart. dorsal spines strong, every alternate 

one broader, the fourth the longest ; pectoral as long as head ; first 
ventral ray with a filamentous prolongation; second anal spine 
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strong, one fourth longer than the third ; caudal emarginate, deeply 
lunate. Colour — greyish, becoming white on the abdomen; a 
brilliant golden band passes from the eye to the base of the caudal 
fin, a second above it runs along a few rows of scales. Pins silvery, 
dashed with gold, a dark band along the base of the dorsal and its 
spinous portion with a black margin ; upper portions of soft dorsal 
and the last half of spinous dorsal dark grey. 

Hob, Seas of India ; more common on the East than on the 
West coast, but nowhere numerous. 

680. (8.J Pristipoma guoraca. 

Pristipoma guoraca, Cuv. 4* S. N. JPoiss. v, p. 256 ; Daij, Fisk 
Indiaj p. 75, pi. xx, fig. 1 (see synon.). 

D. 12-13/12-14. P. 16. A. 3/7-8. L. 1. 45-47. L. tr. 6/12. Cmc. pyl. 5. 

Length of head 3 J, height of body nearly 3 in the total length. 
Eyes — diameter 3^ to 3S in length of head, 1 to 1§ from end of 
snout and also apart, v ertical border of preopercle coarsely ser- 
rated, also its produced and rounded angle, where the serrations 
are wide apart, along the horizontal limb they are much blunter. 
Fins — ^third and fourth dorsal spines the longest. Pectoral equals 
the length of the head ; second anal spine the longest, and striated 
in grooves along its front edge ; caudal cut, square or slightly 
emarginate. Colour — silvery, darkest along the back, and in the 
young with an indistinct darkish band along the middle of the body ; 
a dark spot, having steel-blue reflexions, on the opercle; snout 
dark ; a dark streak along the dorsal fin, most distinct in the im- 
mature. 

Hah. Seas of India to the Malay Archipelago, and said to have 
been captured in fresh water. 

681. (9.) Pristipoma operculare. 

Pristipoma operculare, Playfair, Fish, Zanz, p. 24, pi. 4, fig. 1 ; Day, 
Fish, India, p. 76, pi. xx, fig, 2. 

D. 11/14. P.19. A. 3/9. 0.17. L.1.57. L.tr.9/19. Ojec%py].5. 

Length of head 3|, height of body 3J in the total length. Eyes 
— diameter 5 to 5^ in length of head, 1| from end of snout, and 
1^ apart. Snout pointed. the fourth dorsal spine^the 

highest. Pectoral as long as the bead ; the second anal spine the 
strongest and longest, equal to the third dorsal spine; caudal 
emarginate. CoeM appendages — ^very long. Colour — silvery, with 
a black blotch at the upper posterior corner of the opercle ; upper 
half of body with numerous black spots, sometimes forming undu- 
lating bands ; a black spot at the base of each dorsal spine and ray; 
doi'sal and caudal darlc-edged ; anal blackish in its front half. 

Bah, East coast of Africa to Sind, where it is common ; attaining 
at least 15 inches in length. 
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16. Genus HAPALOaENYS, Eichards. 

Syn. PogomaSj sp., Temm. & Schleg. 

Branchiostegals six or seven; pseudobranchise. Body compressed. 
Cleft of mouth horizontal ; the anterior and under surfaces of the 
lower jaw and the lips covered with fine barbel-like papillss. Pre~ 
opercle serrated ; opercle with short spines. Villitorm teeth in 
the jaws, vomer, and palatines ; an outer row of conical but some- 
what obtuse teeth in each jaw, but no canines ; tongue smooth. 
Dorsal fin with eleven spines ; anal with three ; caudal convex or 
slightly notched. Scales ctenoid, of moderate or small size, and 
extended over the fins. Air-bladder simple. Pyloric appendages 
few. 

GeograjpTiical Blstrihution, Seas of Sind to China and Japan. 


632. (1.) Hapalogenys petersi. (Pig. 155.) 
Hapalogenys petersi, Day, Fish, India, p. 77, pi. xx, fig. 3. 

D. 11/19. P.19. A. 3/13. C. 17. L. 1. ca. 100. 

Length of head 3^, height of body 3^ in the total length. Eyes 
— diameter 3| in length of head, rather above 1 from end of snout, 
and I apart. Fins — dorsal spines of moderate strength, very low 



Fig. 155. — HajpaZoyenys yetersi* 

in proportion to the rays, third highest ; soft portion of the fin 
highest anteriorly; third anal spine much longer and stronger 
than the second, soft portion of the fin similar to that of the 
soft dorsal; caudal emarginate. CofoKj— blackish grey, with the 
fins darker 

Eah. Sind and Mekran coast, being termed Dah-ri at Gwadar. 
The species was not uncommon and the specimens were large, the 
smallest being 18 inches in length. 


2 1 
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17. G-ernis DIAaRAMMA, Oa\r. 

Syn. Flectorhynchusy pt.j Lac^p. 

Branchiostegais six or seyen; pseudobranchise. Body oblong, 
compressed, witb tlie upper profile of the head very convex. Eyes 
moderate. Mouth smml, slightly protractile ; lips thick and folded 
back. Preopercle serrated j suborbitals entire. Pour or six open 
pores on the under surface of the lower jaw, but no median groove. 
Teeth in jaws villiform, without canines ; palate edentulous. One 
dorsal fin more or less receivable into a groove along its base, 
having from nine to fourteen spines ; anal with three. Scales 
ctenoid, usually small. Air-bladder simple, destitute of any con- 
striction. Pyloric appendages few. 

Geographical Distribution, Prom the Eed Sea and east coast of 
Africa, through the seas of India to the Pacific. These fishes are 
much more abundant off Sind and Bombay than they are on the 
Malabar or Coromandel coasts of India. 

Uses, Generally not in much esteem as food, but some are good 
eating. 

The species forming this genus are subject to conidderable varia- 
tions in the number of dorsal rays, whilst a spine more or less 
may exist. The colour, too, varies almost as widely as amongst 
the Serrani, The form of the caudal fin often varies considerably 
in the same species, and this does not appear to be simply due to 
age, 

Synopsis of Indian Species, 


Dorsal with 14 spines 1. D. crassispinum^ p. 514. 

D. 12-13/18-20, L, tr. 13/24. Longitudi- 
nally handed 2, JD. Uneatum, p. 515. 

D. 12-13/17-19, L, tr. 11/30. Longitudi- 
nally handed 3. D. cuvieri, p, 616. 

D. 13/17-18, L. tr. 13/25. Longitudinal 
bands, oi rows of spots, or upper half 
dark with large white spots 4. D. orientdey p. 516. 

D. 12/16-17, L. tr. 14-20. tipper parts and 

vertical fins spotted 6. J[>. cinctum, p. 517. 

D. 11-12/18-21, L. tr. 13/26. Uniform grey, 

fins hlacMsh 6. jD. griseimiy p. 617. 

D. 9-10/22-23. Longitudinally banded, 

caudal rounded 7. D, pictum, p. 618. 

D. 9-10/22-26. Yellow spots throughout, 

caudal emarginate 8. D. pxmctatum, p. 518. 

D. 12/19, L. tr. 16-17/31-32. Black above, 

with 4 large light blotches 9. D. picoideSy p. 519. 


683. (1.) Diagramma crassispinum. 

Diagramina crassispinum, Riippell, N, TK, FtschOf p. 125, t. 30, fig. 4k) 
Day^ Fish. India, p. 78, pi. xx, fig. 4 (see synon.). 

Taxoooloo pinnely Tamil. 

B.Tii.D.14/15-16. P.17. A.3/7. L.1.50-60. L.tr. 10/17. Csec.pyl.6. 
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Length of head 3|, height of body in adult 3 in the total length. 
Byes — diameter in the adult in length of head, from end of 
snout, and more than 1 apart. Ventral margin of preoperele 
finely serrated in adult, more coarsely in young, angle rounded, 
posterior half of horizontal margin serrated, dorsal spines 

strong, alternately thicker on each side, tlie fourth the highest. 
Second anal spine much stronger than the third, and equal 
to the highest of the dorsal fin. Colour — greyish, or slaty grey, 
ith a violet tinge on the head and a brassy one on the body ; 
fins nearly black. A few irregular coppery spots on the body ; 
fins, except the spinous dorsal, of a violet slate-colour, lightest 
along their centres. Li the young the caudal is yellowish white. 

This fish appears to alter considerably with age. The height of 
the body is at first equal to nearly half of the total length. 

Hah. Red Sea, seas of India, the Malay Archipelago and beyond. 
This fish attains two feet or more in length and is good eating. 

684. (2.) Diagramma Imeatiim. 

Perea lineata, Gmel. Syst. Nat. p. 1319. 

Diagramma lineatum, Day, Fish. India, p. 78, pi. xx, fig. 5 (see 
synon.). 

B.vi. D.12-13/18-20. P.19. A.3/7. L.L59. L.r.86/66. L.tr. 13/24. 

Length of head about 4, height of body from 3| to 3 1 in the 
total length. Byes — diameter 3 to Si in length of head, 1 fiom 
end of snout, and nearly 1 apart, vertical limb of preoperele 
very slightly emarginate, its angle rounded, and the w'hoie finely 
and evenly serrated. Fins — dorsal spines strong, evexy alternate 
one broadest on one side, they increase in height to the fourth, the 
last about one fifth shorter ; soft portion of the fin gradually in- 
creasing in height, its middle third higher than the spinous ; 
second anal spine stronger and slightly longer than the third; 
caudal rounded or cut rather square. Colour — yellowish white 
above, becoming white on the sides and abdomen ; about six hori- 
zontal chestnut-coloured bands, the upper wider than the ground- 
colour, extend from the head along the body ; fins yellow, with 
sometimes one or more dark blotches ; dorsal with a dark edge ; 
three oblique bands occasionally broken up into blotches across 
either caudal lobe ; a band along the middle of the anal fin. 

Variety (I), alhovittatum). Silvery white above, yellowish white 
below ; a dark chestnut median band from^ the occiput to the dorsal 
fin, continued along base of spines until it joins the second band, 
which passes above the eye, and gradually increasing in width, 
arrives at the soft dorsal, and terminates on the fin in a wedge- 
shaped form ; the third band extends from the snout through the 
eye, becomes the widest, and arriving at the centre of the base ot 
the tail is continued in a wedge-shape to the termination ot the 
fin 

In some specimens a wide chestnut band covers the abdomen, 
eaving only a very narrow whitish interspace between it and e 

Xi A 
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band above ; in such specimens the colour of the body is chestnut, 
with three narrow white or light longitudinal bands. 

Eah, Eed Sea, seas of India, the Malay Archipelago, and beyond. 


686. (3.) Diagramma cuvieri. 

Bodian cuvieri, Bmnett, Fish. Ceylon, p. 13, pi. xiii. 

Diagramma cuvieri, Bay, Fish. India, Suppl. 1888, p. 785 (see synon.). 

B.vii. D. 12-13/17-19. P.18. A. 3/7, 0.15. L,1.70. L.tr. 11/30. 

Length of head to 4, height of body 3J in the total length. 
Eyes — diameter 2^ to 3| in length of head, l| from end of snout, 
and 1 apart. Vertical limb of preopercle serrated. Fim — donsal 
spines shghtly higher than the rays, the second to the fourth being 
about equal and longest; second anal spine the longest and 
strongest. Oolcmr — silvery, with horizontal greyish or brownish 
bands, the upper of which are wider than the ground-colour ; the 
bands unite anteriorly over the nape and snout, and the upper 
terminate behind on the base of the dorsal fin. Pins yellowish ; 
caudal and anal with some dark spots and dark outer edges. 

Hah. Prom the east coast of Africa to Ceylon and the Malay 
Archipelago. 


686. (4.) Diagramma orientale. 

Anthias orientalis, Bloch, Ich. t. 826, fig. 3. 

Diagramma orientale, Bay, Fish. India, p. 80, pi. xx, fig. 6 (see 
synon,), 

E.vi. L. 13/17-18. P.17. A, 3/7. L.r, 100/86. L.tr. 13/26, 

Length of head from 4^ to 4|, height of body 3| in the total 
length. Eyes — diameter from 3 to 3 in length of head, 1 from 
end of snout. Vertical border of preopercle serrated. Fins — 
dorsal spines moderate, every alternate one broader on one side, 
2nd nearly as high as 3rd, which is the longest, the last one third 
to one half shorter ; soft portion of fin gradually increasing in 
height, its middle third being higher than the spinous; second 
anal stronger and longer than third; caudal rounded or cut rather 
square. Colour — ^yellowish above, w’hite on the sides and beneath, 
the body with several chestnut bands nearly or quite as wide as 
the ground-colour ; sometimes upper half of fish dark with large 
whitish spots, but more often there are 4 or 6 complete or inter- 
rupted horizontal bands along the snout and head, which form 3 
or 4 on the body. Spinous dorsal with a narrow dark upper edge; 
a dark angular band along the base ; a similar wedge-shaped band 
on the soft dorsal. Pectoral yellowish, a dark blotch covering all 
but the margin ; a black band along the middle of the anal and an 
oblique one across each lobe of the caudal, the lower sometimes 
divided into two, or having a light spot in its centre. 

Bob. Red Sea, seas of India, the Malay Archipelago, and 
beyond. 
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687. (6.) Diagramma cincinun. 

Dia^amma cinctum, Temyn, ^ Schleg, Faun, Japm,, Poiss, p. 61, 
pi. xxvij fig. 1 ; Fag, Fish. India, p. 81, pi. xxi, fig. 1 (see synon.). 

B. vii. D. 12/16-17. P.17. A. 3/7. L. 1. 56. L, tr. 14/20, 

LeBgth of head 3|, height of body 3 in the total length. Fges 
— diameter 4^ in length of head, 1| from end of snout, and 1 
apart. Vertical margin of preopercle and shoulder-bone serrated. 
Fins — dorsal spines strong, increasing in length to the fourth and 
fifth, then decreasing ; soft portions of dorsal and anal rounded. 
Pectoral does not reach so far as the ventral ; second anal spine 
much stronger and longer than the third; caudal cut square. 
Colour — slaty grey, upper half of anterior and whole posterior 
portion of body, with the vertical fins, covered with large black 
blotches. Dorsal, caudal, and anal with black mai^ns ; ventral 
nearly black ; pectoral yellow. 

Hob. Sind, where it is not uncommon, attaining to two feet in 
length ; also China and Japan, 

688, (6.) Diagramma griseum. (Pig. 156.) 

Diagrainma griseum, Cuv. <§• Val. JB. N. Poiss. v, p, 306 ; Fag, Fish. 
India, p. 81, pi, xxi, fig. 2, Suppl p. 785 (see synon.). 

B. vii. D. 11-12/18-21. P. 17. A,3/7~9. L.1.63. L.tr.13/26. O.pyl.O. 

Length of head 3f to 4, height of body 3 in the total length. 
Ege$ — diameter from 3-^ in the young to 4 in length of head, 1 J 
from end of snout, and 1 apart. Vertical border of preopercle rather 
strongly and evenly serrated, angle rounded and also serrated. 



Fig. 156 . — Diagramma griseum. 

Shoulder-bone serrated. Fins — dorsal spines moderate, the third 
or fourth highest. Pectoral about equal to ventral; second anal 
spine strongest and longest ; caudal slightly emarginate. Colour— 
uniform grey or olive-grey, with the fins nearly or quite black. In 
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the young the general colour is olive, with some sinuous and narrow 
light hlue lines, which usually fade shortly after death. 

Scib. East coast of Africa, Baluchistan coast, and seas of India, 
attaining at least 18 inches in length ; very common in Sind and 
Bombay. 

689. (7.) Diagramma pictum. 

Berea picta, Thunh, K. VeL-Ahad, Nya JSandl. Stockhohnj xiii, ITOSi, 
• p. 142, pi. V, fig. 1. 

Diagramma pietum, Bay^ Fish, Indicij p. 81, pi. xxi, fig. 3 (see 
synon.). 

B.vi. D. 9-10/22-23. P.17. A. 3/7. L.r. 120/100. L.tr. 15/26. 

Length of head 4|, height of body 3| in the total length. Byes 
— diameter 3| (in the young) to 4| in length of head, 1 J to 2 from 
end of snout, and nearly 1 apart. jPms — dorsal spines moderate, 
3rd usually highest, 2nd and 4th spines are nearly the same ; last 
spine less than one half length of third, the rays are a little higher 
than the spine ; second and third anal spines about the same length ? 
caudal cut nearly square, or with rounded angles. Golour — ^this 
species has been divided into several on account of variations in 
colour. Ground-colour orange-yellow or white, with chestnut- 
brown or black straight longitudinal bands, varying in number and 
breadth, sometimes bifurcating. The bands usually are from 4 to 7 
in number and are occasionally broken up into spots. Dorsal fin 
with a narrow black margin, and a broad dark band from the 
upper two thirds of the second spine backwards and downwards 
to the base of the fin ; this band is sometimes interrupted, if con- 
tinuous it coalesces with the upper body-hand, >nd is continued in 
a wedge-shaped form to the extremity of the soft dorsal fin. 
Caudal with a central wedge-shaped dark band, and cross bands 
over its upper and lower angles ; lower half of anal and end of 
ventral black. 

Hah. Eed Sea, east coast of Africa, seas of India, the Malay 
Archipelago, and beyond. 

690. (8.) Diagramma punctatum. 

Diagramma punctatum {BJvi'enherg)^ Cm, ^ Val, H, N, Poiss. v, 
p. 302 ; Buy, Fish. India, p. 83, pi xxi, fig. 2 (see synon.). 

Hotya, Marathi. 

B.vii. D.9-10/22-25. P.17. A.3/7. L.r.105-109/90-95. L.tr.15/20. 

Length of head from 4J to 4^, height of body 3J- in the total 
length. diameter from 4"to 4^ in length of “liead, to 2 

from end of snout, and about 1 apart. Vertical border and rounded 
angle of preopercle serrated. Fins — dorsal spines moderate, the 
second and third the longest; second anal spine slightly the 
strongest, but the third a little the longest ; caudal lunate. Colour 
— greyish, several rows of large brilliant golden spots along the 
upper half of the body ; bluish bands on sides of head continued 
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on to the body between the rows of spots ; dorsal, caudal, anal, 
and ventral spotted, the latter greyish externally ; pectoral golden. 

jHad, Red 8ea, seas of India to the Malay Archipelago. 

691. (9.) Diagramma picoides. 

Diagramma picoides, Feters, Mmatsh. Akad, Wm, BerL 1866, p. 94 j 
Day, FM. India^ p. 83. 

B.vii. D. 12/19. P.17. A. 3/7. L. 1. 100. L. tr. 16-17/31-32. 

Length of head 4^, height of body 4^ in the total length. 
Eyes — diameter 4| in length of head, If from end of snout, and 
1^ apart. Fins — dorsal spines moderate, 3rd a little more than 
one third height of body ; second anal spine slightly longer and 
much stronger than the third, and one third longer than the 
highest in the dorsal fin. Colour — upper half of body black, with 
four large light blotches, one over the snout, a second across the 
nape, a third under the commencement of the dorsal rays, and 
the last over the free portion of the tail. Line of division between 
white abdomen and black of back zigzag or wavy. Tail with a row 
o£ black spots. Dorsal fin with a black base and upper edge, and 
a white median longitudinal band. Anal and caudal with irregular 
black spots. 

Eah, Most probably the East Indies, but possibly the Mauritius, 
or the Cape of Good Hope. 


18. Genus LOBOTES, Ouv. 

Branchiostegals six ; pseudohranchise. Body and fins somewhat 
elevated. Eyes rather small. Mouth moderately protractile, its 
cleft oblique, lower jaw the longer. Opercle with obtuse points ; 
preop ercle serrated. "Villiform teeth in the jaws with an external 
enlarged row; no canines; palate edentulous. One dorsal fin with 
twelve stout spines; anal with three; caudal rounded. Scales 
ctenoid, of moderate size, extended over the head. Air-bladder 
simple, without constriction. 

Geogrctj^Mcal Distribution.* Seas of India, China, and Atlantic 
coasts of America. 


692. (1.) Lohotes snrinamensis. (Pig. 157.) 

Holocentnis surinamensis, R/ocA, Jc/i. t. 243. ^ 

Lohotes surinamensis, Day, p. 84, pi. xxi, fig. 5 (.ee 

synon.). 

FcirrcLndeCy Mai. ; Muscdlij Tam. ; Chota behkutj Ooriah. 

D. 12/15-16. A. 3/11-13. L.tr. 9-11/22. Cffic.pyl.4. Yert. 13/11. 

Length of head from 3J to 3f, height of body 2i to 3 in the 
total l^gth. diameter 6 to 7 in the length of he^, 1 from 

end of snout, and 1^ to 2 apart. JVm— dorsal spmes strong, 4th 
to 7th subequal and longest; soft portion of fin higher than 
spinous ; third anal spine longer than second ; caudal rounded. 
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OoZoMj— brassr brown blotched darker, the extremity of caudal 
and pectoral dirty yellowish white ; the other fins slate-coloured. 
This fish varies considerably with age. 



Fig, 157 . — Lohotes sunnaman&is. 


Hah, East coast of Africa, seas of India, the Malay Archipelago, 
and beyond; likewise in the Mediterranean; attaining at least 
feet in length. Excellent as food. 


19. Genus SCOLOPSIS, Cuv. & Val. 

Syn. JScolopsideSf Cuv. 

Branchiostegals five; pseudobranchiae. Body oblong. Eyes 
moderate or large. Mouth moderately protractile ; jaws of nearly 
equal length; cleft of mouth horizontal. Infraorbital arch with a 
spine directed backwards ; preopercle as a rule serrated, and often 
the siiborbitalring; operele with a weak spine. A single dorsal 
nn with ten spines ; anal with three ; caudal emarginate or forked. 
Scales ctenoid. Air-bladder without any constriction, simple. 
Fyloric appendages few. * ^ 

Geogr(wMcal Distrihtition, Indo-Pacific Ocean. On the coasts of 
Sind and Bombay, the Andamans and Nicobars several species 
occur abundantly. ^ 


Synopsis of Indian Speoies. 

One or two black blotches onthelateral line. 1. S; bimaculatus, p. 621. 
A bent bJ ue band from the upper j aw through ^ 

the eye to the aplla 2, S. phcsops, p. 521. 

A curving wide yellow, black-edged band 

/v • 3. & mneafus, p. 622. 

Four light bands on head and side ; a black 

spot in the axilla ; scales below lateral 

line with black spots 4. /S'. gTirmam, p. 522. 
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A deep black band from the eye to aboye 

the base of the caudal fin 

Longitudinal white streaks on sides. Several 
irregular and wide dark vertical body- 

bands 

A light band over the opercles, and a longi- 
tudinal light line along the body 

A dark-edged light band from eye to tail . . 
A silvery line between lateral line and dor- 
sal, no other light bands 


6. S. manogrammay p. 622. 

6. /S', caneellatm^ p. 623. 

7. 8, vosmerij p. 524. 

8. 8, Imcotcenia, p. 524. 

9. 8. ciliatiiSf p. 525. 


693. (1.) Scolopsis bimaculatus. 

Scolopsis bimaculatus, liuppeUf Atl. Fmhe^ p. 8, t. ii, fig. 2 ; Day, 
Fish, India, p. 85, pi. xxi, fig. 1 (see synon.). 

D. 10/9. P.18. A. 3/7. 0.17. L. 1. 48. L. tr. 4|/14. 

Length of head about 4, height of body 3| to 3^ in the total 
length. 3 in length of head, 1 from end of snout, 

and f apart. Fins — dorsal spines strong, the fourth the highest ; 
second anal spine stronger but shorter than the third; caudal 
lunate. Colours — greyish, becoming dull white on the abdomen ; 
a broad light opercular band. Branchiostegal membranes blood- 
red. A brownish band over the snout, and one or two blotches 
on the lateral line, the first large, or the two may be joined. 
Pins orange, becoming reddish externally. Eyes silvery. 

Hal. Eed Sea, seas of India and ’China. 

694. (2.) Scolopsis phaops. 

Scolopsides phaeops, Bennett, P, Z, 8. 1831, i, p. 166. 

Scolopsis phgeops, Day, Fish. India, 86, pi. xxn, fig. 2 (see synon.). 

D.lO/9. P.16. V.1/5. A. 3/7. 0.17. L. 1.46-48. L.tr.5/16. 

Length of head 4 to 4|, height of body 3| to 3| in the total length, 
diameter 4| in length of head, 1^ from end of snout, and Ij 
apart. F^ns — dorsal spines moderate, increasing in length the 
fourth, which equals one third of the height of the body ; third 
anal spine longer than the second but not quite so steong, and 
equalling two sevenths of the height of the body; caudal forked, 
upper lobe somewhat the longer. C7oZoMr— greenish olive above 
the lateral line, becoming yellowish white below ; a ^row light 
band along the back dose to the base of the dorsal fin. A wide 
bright blue band from the eye to the upper jaw, and from the 
posterior edge of the eye to the axilla, where it ends in a blue 

spot. Pins reddish. « 

ffab. East coast of Africa, seas of India; not uncommon ott 
Sind. Specimens were taken 9| inches in length. 
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695. (3.) Scolopsis ’bilineatus. 

Anthias ’bilineatus, JSloch, IcK t. 325, fig. 1. 

Scolopsis bilineatus, Day^ FxbK India, p. 85, pi. xxii, fig. 3 (see 
synon.). 

D. 10/9. P. 16. A. 3/7. C. 17. L. 1. 46. L. tr. 4/14. Cajc. pyl. 5. 

Length o£ head 4 or a little less, height of body 3^ in the total 
length. Eyes — diameter 2J to 2-1 in length of head, | from end 
of snout, and 1 apart. Fitis — dorsal spines not strong, increasing 
in height to the fourth, which equals three sevenths of the height 
of the body. Pectoral extends neaily to above anal spines, the 
second of which is very strong, longer than the third, and equal to 
rather more than half of the height of the body ; soft dorsal and anal 
angularly rounded; caudal forked. Colour — a white band from 
snout to origin of dorsal ; a second, parallel, from above orbit to 
below last dorsal spine ; a third from upper edge of eye to lateral 
line. A wide, yellow, black-margined band curves upwards from 
the mouth to the commencement of the soft dorsal. A large 
yellow blotch below last half of soft dorsal, which fin is edged 
with black ; anal black in its front half and white behind. 

Hah. Andamans and Malay Archipelago. 

696. (4.) Scolopsis ghanam. 

ScisBna ghauam, Forsh. Eescr, Anim, p. 50, no. 56. 

Scolopsis ghanam, Fay, Fish, India, p. 80, pi. xxii, fig. 4 (see synon.). 

D. 10/9. P.17- A. 3/7. L.1.46. L. tr. 4/14. C»c. pyl. 6 (4). 

Length of head 4 to 4J, height of body 3i to 3| in the total 
length. Eyes — diameter 3 in length of head, | from end of snout, 
and 1 apart. Scaleless portion of the head covered with numerous 
small pores. Fins — the dorsal spines, which are rather weak, in- 
crease in length to the fifth ; second and third anal spines equal ; 
caudal deeply forked. Colour — back olive ; three yellowish-white 
bands, parallel with the lateral line, on the upper part of each side, 
a fourth shorter band from below the eye to the base of the pectoral 
fin, which has a black spot in its axil. Most of the scales below 
the lateral line in the anterior two thirds of the body have each a 
black spot at its base. A violet mark is present at the base of 
either lobe of the caudal fin. 

‘ Bab, Eed Sea and Andaman Islands, where it is very common. 

697. (6.) Scolopsis monogramma. 

Scolopsides monogramma (KuM Bass.), Cm. Val. H, N, Foiss. 
V, p. 338. 

Scolopsis monogramma, Fay, Fish. India, p. 86, pi. xxii, fig. 5 (see 
synon.), 

D.10/9. P.17. A. 3/7. 0.17. L. 1. 44. L.tr,5/14. 

Length of head 4, height of body 3|- in the total length. Eyes 
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diameter 3 in length of head, nearly 1 from end of snout and 
also apart. Fins — dorsal spines slender, increasing in length to 
the fourth, which equals three sevenths of the height of the body. 
Second anal spine stronger but shorter than the third, which equals 
three tenths of the height of the body ; caudal forked. Colour — 
olive, with a deep black band, one scale wide, from the snout 
through the eye to above the base of the caudal fin. Pins imma- 
culate. 

Hah. Andamans to the Malay Archipelago. At least 5 inches 
long. 


698. (6.) Scolopsis cancellatus. (Pig. 158.) 

Scolop sides cancellatus, Ctiv. §• Val H. H. Poiss. v, p. 351. 

Scolopsis cancellatus, Dm/, Fish. India, p. 86, pi. xxii, fig. 6 (see 
synon.). 

D. 10/9. P.15. A. 3/7. 0.17. L. 1. 44. L.tr. 3^/14. 

Length of head 4, height of body 4 in the total length. Eyes— 
diameter 2^ in length of head, | from end of snout, and | apart. 
Scaleless portion of the head studded with fine open pores. Pre- 
orbit al spme moderate, fluted. dorsal spines weak, increas- 

ing in length to the fifth; second anal spine stronger but a little 
shorter tlian tlic third. CoZottr— greyish above and whitish below 
tlie lateral line; a white streak from snout to base of first dorsal 



Fig. 158 . — Scolopsis comdlaim. 


spine ; a second from over orbit to posterior end of dorsal; a third 
from the eye to opposite the end of pectoral ; a fourth from middle 
of eye to upper third of caudal. Several wide but imgular tot 
SiS ban^fs from the back to the middle of the body A black 
spot between the first and third dorsal spines in their lower half. 
The longitudinal hands are more distinct and regular in the young 
than in the adult, and the black spot on the spinous dorsal usually 

^**^^!*Tndamanf, the Malay Archipelago, and beyond. 
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699. (7.) Scolopsis vosmeri. 

Antliias vosmeri, Bloch, IcK t. 321 ; Bl, Schn. Syst, loh, p. 304. 

Scolopsis vosmeri, Day, Fish, India, p. 87, pi. xxiii, fig. 1 (young); 

fig. 2 (semi-adult), fig. 3 (adult) (see synon.). 

Kundul, Tam. 

D.10/9. A. 3/7. L. 1,42-44. L. tr. 3|-4/13-14. (0^c.pyl.3,Kner.) 

Length of head 4 to 4J, height of body 2| to 3 in the total 
length. Eyes — diameter 2| to 3 (in the adult) in length of head, 
I from end of snout, and f to 1 apart. Preorbital armed supe- 
riorly with one strong fluted spine projecting backwards ; above 
this spine is another directed both forwards and backwards ; in 
some specimens these are very small, especially the anterior one. 
Fins — dorsal spines strong, each alternate one broader ; they in- 
crease in length to the fourth or fifth, from these they continue 
about equal j the rays are of about the same height. Anal spines 
strong, the third nearly equal to the highest in the dorsal fin, but 
shorter than the second ; caudal forked. Colour — adult a pale dull 
red, usually with a whitish band round the opercles, from the 
upper edge of which a longitudinal wide white line passes back- 
wards below the lateral line, being lost beneath the end of the base 
of the dorsal fin. Every scale on the body has generally a dark 
basal mark. In the medium-sized fish (8. japoniem) the ground- 
colour is often the same as in the adult, but in others it is an ashy 
grey; the opercular band is generally distinct and of a cream-yellow 
colour. There is a deep arterial blood-red spot behind the opercular 
spine, and the fins are pale yellow. In the young (S. torguatus) 
the band on the opercles is very distinct and of a light lemon- 
yellow colour, whilst the blood-red spot behind the opercular spine 
is very well marked ; the inside of the mouth is likewise red. 

Eah, Eed Sea, east coast of Africa, seas of India, the Malay 
Archipelago, and beyond ; attaining at least 12 inches in length. 

700. (8.) Scolopsis leucotaenia. 

Scolopsidea leucotaenia, Bleeher, Batavia Bat, Tijdsch iii, n. 451. 

Scolopsis leucotaenia, Day, Fish, Indici, p. 88, pi. xxiii, ng, 4 (see 
synon.), 

I).10/9. P.17. A. 3/7. L.l. 39. L. tr. 3^/13. 

Length of head equals one fourth less than height of body. 
Eyes — diameter 2J in length of head, J from end of snout, and 1 
apart. Fins — dorsal spines strong, increasing in length to the 
fourth ; second anal spine much the strongest and considerably 
the longest. Colour — a broad yellowish-white streak from eye to 
tail, margined above and below with a dark purple stripe ; above it 
the body is reddish brown, below yellowish; a dark purplish 
vertical band extends down the opercle. Eins reddish, the dorsal 
with a fine black upper edge and a dark band along the centre of 
its spinous portion. 

Bab, Bombay to the Malay Archipelago, 
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701. (9.) Scolopsis ciliatus. 

Holocentrus ciliatua, Lacep, JS. N, JPom. iv. pp. 833, 371, 

Scolopsis ciliatus, Fish, Indiaj p. 89, pi. xxiii, 5 (see synon.). 

D. 10/9. A. 3/7. L. 1.44. L.tr. 3^/15. CsBc.pyl. 5. Vert. 10/14. 

Length of head 4 to 4^, height of body 3^ to 3^ in the total 
length. diameter 2^ to 2| in length of head, \ from end 

of snout, and 1 apart. A prominent ridge haviiig a serrated edge 
on the maxilla. Fins — dorsal spines slender, increasing in length 
to the fifth; anal spines not strong, the third weaker but longer 
than the second, and nearly equaling the longest in the dorsal 
fin; caudal forked. Colour — greenish olive above, becoming 
lighter on abdomen ; a longitudinal silvery-white band between the 
lateral line and back, from near head to opposite commencement 
of soft dorsal ; the position of this white Hne, Bleeker observes, is 
liable to change with age. The scales below the lateral line have 
a golden spot. Fins reddish. 

Mob, Andamans, Malay Archipelago, &c. 


20. Genus DENTEX, Ouv. 

Syn. Gymnocrmvlus. pt., Klunz: Faradentex. pt., Blkr.; Sunagris, 
(Klein), Bleeker. 

Branchiostegals six or seven ; pseudobranchise. Body oblong, 
rather elongate, and a little elevated. Mouth moderately protrac- 
tile, its cleft more or less horizontal ; jaws of about equal length. 
The distance between the eye and the angle of the mouth consider- 
able. Generally strong canines in both jaws; a conical outer 
lateral row in either jaw ; vomer, palate, and tongue edentulous. 
One scaleless dorsal fin having from ten to thirteen spines, anal 
with three ; the spines generally weak, and more or less provided 
with a scaly groove. Caudal forked. Seales ctenoid, of moderate 
size, more than three rows between the eye and the angle of the 
preopercle, none on the front of the snout, jaws, or preorbital. 
Air-bladder not constricted, but notched posteriorly. Pyloric 
appendages few. 

This genus has been subdivided from Synagris, mostly because 
of the existence of more than three rows of scales across the pre- 
opercle. 

Geographical Distribution. The 'fishes of this genus are found in 
the Mediterranean, Atlantic, Bed Sea, Indian and Pacific Oceans, 

702. (1.) Dentex rivulatus. 

Dentex rivulatus, FUpp. N. W., Fieche^ p. 116, pi. xxix, fig. 9 j Day^ 
Fish. India j p, 90 (see synon.). 

D. 10/10. P. 15. A. 3/10. C. 17. L. 1. 48. L. tr. 7/20. 

Length of head 4|, height of body 3^ in the total length. 
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Eyes — diameter 3| in lengtli of the head, 1| from end of snout, 

and apart. Hind limb of preopercle almost vertical and 
entire ; a lew serrations along its rounded angle. Teeth — an outer 
row of strong canines in the upper jaw; lower jaw with six 
canines. Pins — dorsal spines rather strong, increasing in lengtli 
to the fourth, from which they decrease to the last ; height of the 
fourth equals distance from eye to end of preorbital bone ; the last 
dorsal spine is slightly longer than the ninth ; second anal spine 
tw'O thirds as long as the third ; caudal deeply forked. Beales — 
five rows on the cheeks. Colour — greenish, glossed with golden 
on the sides ; wavy blue lines along the snout and over the pre- 
orbital. 

Bah, Eed Sea and Ceylon. 


21. Genus SYNAQ-RIS (Klein), Giinther, 

Syn. pt., Cuv. &VaL; Swains. ; Spondyliosoma^ 

sp., Cantor ; BeterognatJion, pt., Steind. j JDentex (Cuv. & Val.), Bleeker. 

Koonduly Tamil. 

Branchiostegals five or six; pseudobranchise. Body oblong. 
Mouth moderately protractile ; jaws of about equal length. Pre- 
opercle entire or feebly serrated ; opercle without any or with a 
not very prominent spine ; the distance between the eye and the 
angle of the mouth considerable. Moderately-sized curved canines 
in the upper and generally feeble ones in front of the lower jaw ; 
an inner villiform band in either jaw and usually an outer conical 
row ; vomer, palate, and tongue edentulous. Borsal 10/9 ; anal 
3/7, both scaleless ; all the spines weak ; caudal forked. Scales 
ctenoid, three rows on the preopercle, none along its outer border, 
on the snout, preorbital, or jaws. Air-bladder not constricted, but 
notched posteriorly. Pjloric appendages few. 

Qeograjghical Distribution, Red Sea, east coast of Africa, seas of 
India to the Malay Archipelago, and beyond. 


Bynojpsis of Indian Species. 

U;^er caudal ray with filamentous prolongation. 

Pirst two dorsal spines with soft prolongation. 1. S. striatus, 526, 

Dorsal spines not prolonged 2. 8,japonici6s, -g, 527, 

No prolongation to caudal. 

Dorsal spines longer than rays 3. S, toluy p. 528. 

Dorsal spines shorter than rays. 

A blue spot on opercle 4. 8, hheheriy p. 528, 

No spot on opercle 5. 8, teeniojjtcrmy p.529. 

703. (1.) Synagris striatus. 

Dentex striatus (? Cuv, ^ Val B. K Foiss. vi, p. 252) ; Jerdon, Mad, 
Jour. L. ^ 8c, xvii, 1851, p. 134. 
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Synagris stnatus. Bay, Fish. India, p. 90, pi. viii, fig. 5 (marked 
Synagm Ititeus) (see synon.). > e > o \ 

Kandal min, Tam. 


B. vi. P.17. V. 1/5. 0.17. L.1. 48. L.tr.3|/10. 

liCiigth. o£ head 4^, lieiglit of body 4 in the total length, (excluding 
the prolonged caudal ray). diameter 3| in length of heacf, 

1 from end of snout, and f aptirt. Vertical margin of preopercle 
finely and evenly serrated in its middle third, the angle rounded 
and entire. Opercle without any distinct spine. Teeth^4: canine- 
hke in front of each premaxillary, the inner in the mandible villi- 
form above the symphysis, laterally in two rows, of which the 
inner is slightly the larger. Fins — ^first two dorsal spines elongate, 
the second reaching to the base of the caudal fin ; interspinous 
membrane very slightly notched, the height of the last eight spines 
gradually increasing’; the last not so high as the rays, Ventral 
reaches anal. Caudal forked, upper lobe with a filamentous pro- 
longation. Scales — extend forwards to between the eyes. Colour 
— sihery, with pinkish longitudinal bands. Pins pinkish stained 
with yellow. 

Hah, Coromandel coast of India. 


704. (2.) Synagris japonicus. 

Sparus japonicus, Bloch, Ich. t. 277, fig. 1. 

S}'iia‘^Tis japonicus, Bay, Fish, India, p. 92, pi. xxiv, fig. 2, Suppl, 
p. 786 (see synon.). 

B. vi. L.1.48. L.tr. 3|/10. 

Length of head 4, height of body 4 in the total length excluding 
the filamentous prolongation of the upper caudal lobe. Byes — 
diameter 3| to 3^ in length of head, to from end of snout, 
and nearly 1 apart. Vertical limb of preopercle finely and evenly 
serrated in lower half ; angle rounded and entire. Opercle with- 
out distinct spine. Teeth — four to six small curved canines in 
front of either premaxillary ; in the mandible the last six or eight 
teeth only are conical. Fins — dorsal interspinous membrane 
scarcely notched ; height of spines increases to the last ; rays 
rather longer. Pectoral reaches to above anal spines. Ventral 
with first ray prolonged, reaches anal. Third anal spine slightly 
weaker than second, but longer. Caudal deeply forked, having a 
filamentous prolongation to the upper ray. (This may be pecuhar 
to males, but I have reason to believe it is present in the females.) 
Colour — yellowish red ; longitudinal reddish lines along each row 
of scales. Dorsal and anal fins with a yellow streak along their 
centres, a grey base, and pinkish edge. 

Hah, Bed Sea, east coast of Africa, seas of India, and the 
Malay Archipelago. 
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705. (3.) Synagris tolu. (Kg. 159.) 

Dentex tola, Cuv, ^ Yal, H, N. Poiss. vi, p. 248. 

Synagris tolu, D«y, Fish India, p. 91, pi. xxiii, fig. 6 (see syaon.). 

Kadakela, Marathi j Cundil, Tam. 

B.vi. L.L48, L.tr.3/10. C^c. pyl. 10-11. 

Length of head 4^, height of body 4 to 4| in the total length. 
Fkj es — transversely oval, diameter 3 in length of head, 1 from end 
of snout, and | ajjart. Preopercle entire. Teeth — 4 to 6 canine- 
like anteriorly in either premaxillary, outer lateral row composed of 
about 16 closely-set and pointed: several rows opposite the mandi- 
bular symphysis, the outer rather larger than the others, but not so 
large as the single lateral row, the teeth in which equal those in upper 
jaw. Firus — dorsal interspinous membrane deeply notched; sixth, 
seventh, and eighth spines longest, last spine of same length as 
last ray ; ventral with its outer ray elongate, scarcely reaching to 



Tig 159 . — Synagris tola. 


anus ; second anal spine as strong but not so long as third, which 
equals one third height of body ; caudal deeply forked, the upper 
lobe the longer. Pectoral a little longer in males, extending to 
the anus. Colour — rosy, with four or five yellowish longitudinal 
bands between the rows of scales from immediately above the base 
of the pectoral fin. Pins pinkish ; tips of dorsal spines orange. 

Eah. Seas of India to the Malay Archipelago. 

706. (4.) Synagris bleekeri. 

Synagris bleekeri, Day, Fish, India, p. 92, pi. xxiv, fig. 1. 

B.vi. L.l. 48. L.tr.3J/ll. 

Length of head 4 to 4§, height of body 4^ in the total length. 
Fyes — transversely oval, diameter 3f in length of head, from 
end of snout, and 1 apart. Preopercle entire or finely serrated. 
A small flat spine on the opercle. Teeth —four small canines in front 
of each premaxillary, no enlarged lateral row ; canine-like teeth in 
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front of the lower jaw, and a single conical row in last two thirds 
of mandible. Fins — dorsal interspinous membrane scareelj notched, 
spines* increase in length to last, which equals two fifths of height 
of body, the rays slightly longer; outer yentral ray elongated, 
nearly reaching anal ; anal spines of equal strength, the second 
not so long as the third ; caudal deeply forked, the upper lobe the 
longer, but no filamentous prolongation was observed in Madras 
specimens. Colour — reddish above, becoming silvery with yellow 
bands along the sides and beneath ; a bluish spot on the opercle ; 
fins reddish, dorsal edged with orange and having a golden band 
along its base. 

Hah, Seas of India ; growing to at least 8 inches in length. 

707. (5.) Synagris tseniopterus. 

Dentex taeniopteriis, Cuv ^ Val H. K Poiss. vi, p. 246. 

Dentex (Synagris) notatus, P. Z. S, 1870, p. 684. 

Synagris notatus, Pai/j Fish. India, p. 93, pi. xxiv, fig. 3, Suml. 
p. 786 (see synon.). 

B.vi. P.16. L.1.47. L. tr.3|/10. 

Length of head 3f to 4, height of body 4 in the total length. 
Eyes — diameter 3J to 4 in length of head, from^ end of snout, 
and nearly 1 apart. Preopercle entire. Opercle with a small flat 
spine. Teeth— -4: large curved canines in either premaxillary, and 
a small lateral outer conical row ; 6 well-developed canine-like teeth 
in front third of lower jaw, laterally a conical row, becoming small 
in last fourth of jaw. Fins — dorsal interspinous membrane very 
slightly emarginate, spines increase in length to fifth, then continue 
of about the same height to the last, which is a little longer ; rays 
longer than spines. Pectoral not extending to above anal. Caudal 
forked, upper lobe the longer. Golour'-rosj, with a brilliant spot 
on the first five scales below the lateral line, the upper half red, 
the lower yellow. Pive or six longitudinal yellow bands, and three 
silvery-white bands below the lateral line; fins pinkish, with a 
yellow band along the base of the dorsal and anal. 

Hob. Seas of India. 

22. G-enus PENTAPUS, Cuv. 

Syn. Leiopsis, Bennett; Gnathodentex, pt., Bleeker. 

Branchiostegals six; pseudobranchiro. Body oblong. Eyes of 
medium size. Cleft of mouth more or less horizontal and not 
deep ; jaws of about equal length. Preopercle entire ; opercle 
without any or with a very feeble spine ; preorbital 5 

the distance between the eye and the mouth small, vilhform 
teeth in the jaws with canines ; palate edentulous. One scaleiess 
dorsal fin receivable into a groove at its base, haying ten spines ; 
anal with three spines ; caudal forked. Scales ctenoid, of moderate or 

2 M 
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small size, with three or more rows on the preopercle. Air-bladder 
simple. Pyloric appendages few. 

GeograjpUcal Distribution, Seas of India to Australia. 

708. (1.) Pentapus aurolineatus. 

Sparus aurolineatus, Lac4p, M, JV. Foiss, iv, p. 132, 

Pentapus aurolineatus, Day, Fish, India, p, 93. 

D. 10/10. P. 16. A. 3/9-10. C. 17. L. 1. 74-78. L. tr. 6/20. 

Length of head 4 to 4^, height of body 3| in the total length. 
Eyes — diameter in length of head, | from end of snout, and 
1 apart. A serrated ridge outside middle portion of upper two 
thirds of maxilla. Teeth — ^about six canines in front of each jaw, 
the outer pair enlarged. Fins — dorsal spines rather weak, increas- 
ing in length to the fourth, which is two fifths the height of the 
body, the hinder ones are a little shorter, the rays are rather higher 
than the spines, interspinous membrane slightly notched; pec- 
toral nearly as long as the head ; ventral nearly reaches the anal. 
An al spines not strong, third the longest but not quite equal to 
fourth dorsal ; caudal deeply forked. Colour — silvery, with four 
or five horizontal golden bands along the sides, and a silvery mark 
on the back behind last dorsal ray ; fins rosy, the dorsal, caudal, 
and anal being margined with red. 

Hal. Mauritius, Ceylon to the Malay Archipelago, and beyond. 


23. Genus APHAREUS, Ouv. & Val. 

Branchiostegals seven ; pseudobranchim. Body oblong. Cleft of 
mouth wide and oblique, the lower jaw the longer. Preopercle 
and preorbital entire. Canines absent, palate edentulous. A single 
dorsal fin, with the front portion the highest, spines (10-12) feeble ; 
caudal forked. Scales small. Air-bladder simple. A respiratory 
cavity behind the branchiae. Pyloric appendages few. 

709. (1.) Aphareus rutilans. 

Aphareus rutilans, Cuv, ^ Val H, K Poiss, vi, p. 490 ; Day^ Fish, 
India, Suppl 1888, p. 782 (see synon.), 

D. 10-12/9-11. P.16. A. 3/8. 0.17. L. 1.65-70. Cmc.pyl.5. 

Length of head 4, height of body 4| to 5 in the total length. 
Eyes — diameter 4 in length of head, 1| from end of snout, and 1 
apart. Fm — ^fourth and fifth dorsal spines the highest in the 
fin, last dorsal and anal rays prolonged to twice the length of the 
penultimate ; caudal deeply forked. Colour — ^rosy, deepest along 
the back, with a yellow blotch between each two rays of the dorsal 
fin near their bases. Caudal lobes with dark tips. 

Dab, Bed Sea to the Malay Archipelago ; obtained in Ceylon by 
Mr, Haly. 
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24. Genus SMARIS, Out. 

Branchiostegals six; pseiidobranchiaB. Moutb very protractile. 
Preopercle entire. Teeth in the jaws, none on the vomer. A 
single, sometimes deeply notched scaleless dorsal fin, with from 
nine to fifteen feeble spines; anal with three. Caudal forked. 
Scales ctenoid, rather small. Air-bladder not constricted, but 
generally forked posteriorly. Pyloric appendages few. 

Geograjphicdl Distribution, Mediterranean and Atlantic Ocean ; 
one species from Ceylon. 

710. (1.) Smaris balteatus. 

Smaris balteatus, Cuv. % Val H, N, Doiss. vi, p. 424 ; Day, Fish, 
India^ p. 94 (see synon.^. 

D. 15/10. P.17. V.1/5. A. 3/10. 

Length of head 4-^, height of body 4 in the total length. Eyes-- 
diameter 2^ in leii^h of head, | of a diameter from end of 
snout. Body cylindrical and - somewhat elongate ; the maxilla 
reaches to below front edge of orbit, division between 

spinous and soft portions of dorsal well marked. ^ Colour — ^reddish 
brown along back, dotted with small brilliant silvery spots; ^e 
coloured part of the back streaked with brilliant silver, below this 
coloured portion a wide silvery longitudinal band passes from the 
superciliary region across the opercle to the tail. Pins pale- 
coloured. 

Hab, Ceylon ; growing to 4 inches in length. 


25. Genus C.ffiSI0, lacepede. 

Syn. Ccssio, sp., Cuv. 8c Yal.; Faraccesio, Bleeker; Odontonectes^ 
Gunther. 

Branchiostegals six or seven; pseudobranchise. Body oblong, 
occasionally somewhat elevated. Mouth moderately protractile, its 
cleft oblique. Preopercle entire or minutely serrated. Pine teeth 
in the jaws, sometimes deciduous ones on the vomer or p^te. A 
single dorsal fin, with from 9 to 13 feeble spines; anal with d. 
Scales very finely ctenoid, of moderate or small size, and as a rule 
extended over the bases of the vertical fins. Air-bladder not con- 
stricted. 

Geographical Distribution, Prom the Bed Sea, through the seas 
of India to the Malay Archipelago. 


Synopsis of Indian Species, 

D. 11/14, L. tr. 9/18 

D. 10/15, L. tr. 7/13. Bluish green above, rosy 

below 

D, 10A6, i, ti.’ 8/16. A golden longitudinal 

Ijand 


C, pinjahy p. 532. 

C, cming, p. 582. 

C, ch'ysozona, p. 633. 
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711. (1.) CsBsio pinjalo. (Fig. 160.) 

OsDsio pinjalo^ Bleaker y Batmia Nat. Tijdeeh. i, p. 10 j Fish. 

Indiay p. 94, pi. xxiv, fig. 4 (see synon.). 

Fohi-oolavaiy Mette mirrei, Tamil. 

B.vii. D. 11/14. A. 3/10. 0.17. L. 1. 50-55. L. tr. 9/18. 

Length of head 4^, height of body in the total length. Eyes — 
diameter 3J to 4 in length of head, | to 1 from end of snout, 
and also apart. Body oval and compressed. Lower jaw the 
longer. Vertical limb of preopercle serrated, most coarsely so at 
the angle, which is considerably produced. Operclo with a weak, 
flat spine. Teeth — villiforin, with one or two, sometimes three, 
small conical ones on either side of middle of upper jaw, in a narrow 
band in a A-form on vomer, and also on palatines, occasionally 
absent from both the latter, dorsal spines weak, fourth and 

fifth the highest, from these they slightly decrease to the last, which 



Fig. 160 .^ — Cmsio mnjah. 


nearly equals the first ray, rays shorter than longest spine ; pec- 
toral pointed. Second anal sj)ine about equal in length to third ; 
caudal lunate. Colour — ^yellowish red on back, rosy Mow lateral 
line ,* stripes along rows of scales above lateral line dark olivaceous, 
yellow^^er below^ it ; pectoral, ventral, and anal orange ; dorsal and 
caudal yellowish edged with black. 

Nah. Coromandel coast of India, Malay Archipelago ; attaining 
at least 16 inches in length. 

712. (2.) CsBsio cuning. 

Spams cuning, Blochy Ich. t. 263, fig. 1. 

Csesio cuning, Fayj Fish, Indict^ p. 96 (see synon.). 

Oul kilchiy Tamil, 

B. vi. D. 10/15. A. 3/11, L. 1. 53. L. tr. 7/13. Vert. 10/14. C, pyl. 6. 

Length of head df to 5, height of body 3i to 3| in the total 
length. diameter 4 in length of head, | to 1 from «nd of 

snout, and IJ apart. Preoperoular angle rounded and finely 
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serrated. Teeth — small on vomer, and deciduous on palatine 
bones. Fins^m dorsal spine longest ; 2nd and 3rd anal spines 
nearly equal ; caudal deeply forked. Colour — bluish green above, 
rosy along abdomen. 

Fah. Seas o£ India to the Malay Archipelago and beyond, 

713. (3.) Cassio chrysozona. 

Csesio chrysozona (Kuhl ^ v, JIass,\ Cuv. Val E. N, Foies, vi, 
p. 440 ,* Fish. India, p. 95, pi. xxiv, fig. 5 (var. aui olineatus) 
(see synon.). 

Feroom MlcM and Woongooni, Tam. 

B.vi. D. 10/14-15. A. 3/11-15. 0.15. L. 1.65-72. L.tr.8/16. 

Length of head 4|, height of body 4^ in the total length. Fyes — 
diameter 2^ in the young to 3| in adult in length of head, | tol 
from end of snout, | apart. Body rather elongate and com- 
pressed. Lower jaw the longer. Preopercle striated and irregu- 
larly serrated on both edges ; in the adult the angle is rather 
produced. Opercle with a moderate spine. Fins — 3rd and 4th 
dorsal spines longest, equal to half height of body ; rays of about 
equal length. Pectoral reaching to opposite anus. Second anal 
spine slightly shorter than third, which equals second dorsal. 
Caudal deeply lobed, the lower lobe largest and longest. Scales — 
a few rows along bases of dorsal and anal. Coloior — bluish, with a 
golden band along the lateral line and a black tip to each lobe of 
caudal ; a black spot in axilla. In the var. G. aurollneatus, above the 
lateral line is hght lake-colour ; from eye to base of caudal below 
lateral line there is a shining golden band, 3 scales deep in front, 
decreasing to one behind ; below this band pinkish white. 

Hah. Eed Sea, seas of India. 

26, Genus APEION, Cuv. & Val. 

Branchiostegals seven \ pseudobranchise. Body oblong, rather 
elongate, and compressed. Preorbital of moderate height, entire, 
Preopercle entire or finely serrated, Opercle with two spines. 
Villiform teeth on the vomer and palate and in both jaws, canines 
in front, and an outer enlarged row laterally ; none on the tongue. 
Dorsal fin single, wdth ten or eleven spines ; anal with three ; 
pectorals pointed ; caudal rather deeply forked. Scales of moderate 
size. Pyloric appendages few. 

Geographical Histrihution. Eed Sea, seas of India and Malaysia, 
also Seychelles and Madagascar. 

714. (1.) Aprionpristipoma. (Pig. 161.) 

Dentex pristipoma, BleeJcer, Batavia Nat. Tijdsch. vii, p. 246. 

Anthias multidens, Day, Fish. India, p. 27, pi. vii, fig, 4, Suppl. 
p, 782 (see synon.). 
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D. 10/11. P.16. A. 3/8-9. 0.16. L.1.52. L.tr.7/17. C8ec.pyl.6. 

Length of head 3|-, height of body 4 in the total length. Byes 
— diameter in length of head, from end of snout, and 1 
apart. Seven rows of scales between eye and angle of the pre- 
opercle. FItis — dorsal spines slender, 5th longest ; last dorsal and 
anal ray nearly twice as long as the preceding ; second anal spine 



Fig. 161. — Aj>r-ion ;pmtipoma. 


strongest, third longest. Colour — ^rosy, with about six longitudina 
yellow bands along the body, a golden one from inferior angle of 
eye to snout, and another across the forehead. 

Hah, Eed Sea to Malay Archipelago and New Guinea ; attaining 
a large size. Common at the Andamans. 


Eighth group. GEREINA. 

27, Genus DATNIOIDES, Bleeker. 

Branchiostegals six; pseudobranchifle. Body elevated. Pre- 
maxillaries very protractile. Preopercle serrated, Villiform teeth 
in the jaws without canines ; vomer, palate, and tongue edentulous. 
A single dorsal fin having 12 stout spines ; anal with 3, Seales 
ctenoid. Air-bladder simple. Pyloric appendages few. 

Geograj^Mcal Distribution. Mouths of large rivers from India to 
the Malay Archipelago. Earely found beyond tidal reacL 

715. (1.) Batnioides quadrifasciatus. (Eg. 162.) 

Ohaetodon quadrifasciatus, Sevastian, M4m. Acad, FSim. 1809. i, 
p. 448, 1. 18. 

Batnioides ^olota, Dleeher,^ Batavia Nat, TijdscTi, v, p. 441 •, Day^ 
Fish, India, p. 96, pi. xxiv, fig. 6, Suypl. p. 786 (see synon.). 

Nyorhya and Ngorwet-ma, Burm. ; Nga-^ee-gryn and Ngar4hak-‘how, 
Arrac. •, Beydha, Chittagong. 
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D. 12/18-14. A. 3/8-9. L. 1. 48. L. r. 72/60. L. tr. 12/25. 0. pyl. 5. 

Length of head 8 to 3J, height of body 2| to 3 in the total 
length. Eyes — diameter 5 in length of head, 1^ from end of snout, 
and 1 apart. Fins — every alternate dorsal spine thickened on one 
side, 5th and 6th the longest ; second anal spine longest, equalling 
highest in dorsal ; ^caudal rounded. Golour — ^brownish, glossed 



Pig. 162. — Dainioides guadrifasoiatus, 

with copper ; six or seven narrow vertical brown bands on body 
and others radiating from orbit. 

Eah, Estuaries of the Granges, rivers o£ Burma and the Malay 
Archipelago; attaining at least 1 foot in length. Though not 
esteemed as food it is eaten by the poorest classes. 

28. Q-enus CrEERES, Cuvier. 

Syn. JDiapUmSj Ranz ; Chanda^ sp., Ham. Buck. ; Catoehmnum^ Cantor ; 
Synisttus, Gill ; Eucinostomus, Baird, Gir. 

Branchiostegals six ; pseudobranchias. Body elevated or oblong 
and compressed. Mouth very protractile and descending when 
produced. Preopercle as a rule entire, rarely serrated. Eyes 
comparatively large. Villiform teeth in the jaws; no canines. 
Inferior pharyngeal bones firmly united by a suture in some 
species but not so in others^. Bases of the spinous and soft 
portions of the dorsal fin nearly equally long, the whole fin having 
a scaly sheath into which it can be wholly or partially received ; 
pectorals long, pointed, generally reaching to above the anal. 
D. 9-10/10-11. A. 3/7. Caudal forked. Scales of moderate 
size. Air-bladder simple. Pyloric appendages few. 


* Peters, MB. At. Wiss. Berlin, 1868, p. 257. 
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Geographical Distribution, All tropical seas, entering estuaries. 
Some species apparently are mostly confined to the latter, and 
ascend into brackish or fresh water as high as tidal influence 
extends. 

Uses. These fishes are eaten by the indigent classes, being little 
esteemed whilst fresh. As they salt and dry well, large numbers 
are prepared in this manner for use. 

Synopsis of Indian Species. 

A. Dorsal with 10 spines 1. G. setifer^ p. 530. 

B. Dorsal with 9 spines. 

a. Height of body 4 in total length 2. G. ohhngus, p. 530. 

5. Height of body to in total length. 
a\ Longest dorsal spine prolonged, ex- 
ceeding height of body 8, G.filavnentosuSjf.W!. 

h\ Longest dorsal spine moderate, less 
than height of body, but ^ much 
exceeding longest anal. 

L. tr. 6/10. Longest dors«^ spine as 
long as head without snoui 4. G. oyena^ p. 688. 

L. tr. 6/11. Longest dorsal spine 

almost as long as head 5. G. abhreviatus^ p. 638. 

L. tr. 6/11. Longest dorsal spine as 

long as head without snout 6. G. poetij p. 688. 

c\ Longest dorsal spine scarcely, or not 
longer than longest anal. 

L. tr. 6/10, Indistinct vertical bauds 7. G. lucidus, p. 639. 

L. tr. 4/10. No bands 8. G. limbatus^ p. 639. 

716. (1.) fterres setifer. 

Chanda (?) setifer, Mam. Buoh. Fish. Ganges^ p]^. 105, 870, 

Gerres setifer, Day, Fish. India, p. 97, pi. xxv. fig. 1, Suppl, p. 786 
(see synon.) 

D. 10/10. P.17. A, 3/7. 0.19. L. 1. 38. L. tr. 5/10. 

Length of head 4 to 4|, height of body 2| to 3 in the total 
length. Eyes — diameter 3 in length of head, nearly 1 from end of 
snout, and 1 apart. Lower naargin of preopercle serrated in its 
last half. Fins — dorsal spines moderate, third and fourth longest 
and two fifths height of body ; last dorsal spine rather longer than 
the preceding, and one third shorter than the third or fourth. 
Anal spines of about equal length, or the second slightly the 
longer; caudal deeply forked. Colour — silvery, with a narrow 
dark edge to the dorsal interspinous membrane, and a brown spot 
on each dorsal ray just above the sheath, 

Edh. Eiver liooghly at Calcutta, where this fish is common, 
attaining to 4| inches in length ; also Madras. 

717. (2.) Gerres ohlongus. 

Gerres ohlongus, Owo. ^ Val. M. M, Foiss. vi, p. 479 j Day, Fish. 
India, p. 98, pL xxv, fig, 2 (see synon.). 
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D,9/10. P.17. A. 3/7. 0.17. L. 1. 48-50. L. tr. 5J/— . 

Length of head 4|, height of body nearly 4 in the total length. 
Eyes — diameter 3 in length of head, | (in the young 1) from end 
of snout, and 1 apart. Preopercle entire. Fins — dorsal spines not 
very strong, compressed, the second curved and much the highest, 
being almost as long as the head ; anal spines weak, the third 
rather the longest; caudal deeply forked, with some fine scales 
upon it. Colours — silvery, eye golden. 

Hal. Apparently throughout the seas of India to the Malay 
Archipelago and beyond. The young are sometimes captured at 
Madras ; I have also taken this fish at the Andaman Islands, up to 
a little over 9 inches in length. 

718. (3.) Gerres filamentosus. (Fig. 163.) 

Gerres filamentosus, Cuv. ^ Val, H. N. Poiss, vi, p. 482 ; Day, Ftsh. 

India j p. 98, pi. xxv, fig. 3 (see synon ). 

Jaggari^ Tel. (Ganjam) ; Oodarij Tam. ; Nga zeeng hfoo, Arrac. 
D.9/10. P.15. A. 3/7. L. 1.45-48. L.tr.6/14. O^c.pyl.S. 

Length of head 4 to 4J, height of body rather above 3 in the 
total length. Eyes — diameter 3 in length of head, | to 1 from end 
of snout and also apart. Preopercle entire. Mns—2ndL dorsal 
spine prolonged, sometimes, especially in the adult, extending to 
the caudal fin ; second anal spine stronger but shorter than third ; 
caudal deeply forked. Colour — silvery in the adult, with rows of 



Tig 1G3 . — (xerreh jilamentoms, 

short oblong horizontal bluish spots along the upper half of the 
body, on the scales being rubbed off the spots are found to be 
continuous, forming lines ; snout black ; a blackish spot anteriorly 
on the base of each dorsal spine and ray just above the scaly sheath, 
and usually a dark edge to the soft dorsal ; caudal greyish exter- 
nally ; the other fins yellow, with numerous fine dots on the fin- 
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membrane. The young have vertical bands, the alternate ones 
being the shortest. 

Hah. Seas of India to the Malay Archipelago and beyond ; attain- 
ing 8 inches or more in length. 

719. (4.) Gerres oyena. 

Lahriis oyena, Forsh. Deser. Amm. p. 35. 

Gerres oyena, Dfly, FisA. India^ p. 99, pi. xxv, fig. 4 (see synon.), 

D.9/10. P.15. A. 3/7. 0.19. L. 1.38-40. L.tr.5/10. C.pyl.3. 

Length of head 4, height of body 2J in the total length. Eyes 
— diameter 3|- in length of head, 1 from end of snout and also 
apart. Preopercle roughened along its vertical limb but not 
serrated. Fins — dorsal spines pretty strong, the anterior some- 
what compressed, the second longest and equal to nearly the 
length of the head without the snout. Second anal spine strongest, 
but shorter than the third, which equals half the length of the 
head; caudal forked. Eocdes — ^fine ones covering the caudal fin. 
Oolow — silvery ; dorsal fi[n black-edged, and a (krk spot on each 
spine and ray at about half their height ; (Sometimes a darkhA 
mark over the free portion of the tail ; a narrow black posterior 
edge to the middle of the caudal; the fins yellow. 

Hah. Eed Sea, east coast of Africa, seas of India to the Malay 
Archipelago and beyond. 

720. (5.) Gerres abbreviatus. 

Gerres abbreviatus, Bleel^r^ Batavia Nat. Tijdsch. i, p. 103 ; Day, 
Fish. India, p, 99, pi. xxv, fig. 6 (see syuou.). 

D.9/10. P.15. A. 3/7. 0.17. L. 1.37-40. L.tr.e/11. 

Length of head 4, height of body 2J to 2| in the total length. 
Eyes — diameter 2| to 3 in length of head, | to f from end of snout, 
and 1 apart. Snout somewhat spatulate. Preopercle entire or 
finely serrated on its vertical limb. No median suture between the 
inferior pharyngeal bones. Fins — second dorsal spine longer than 
the third, and almost equal to the length of the head, both rather 
curved. Second anal spine the strongest, the third slightly the 
longest, as long as the distance from the posterior edge of the orbit 
to the end of the snout ; caudal deeply forked, upper lobe slightly 
the longer. CoZowr— silvery white, darkest along the back, each 
scale with a rather indistinct spot, forming longitudinal bands ; fins 
yellowish, dorsal with a blackish edge and a spot on each spine and 
ray just above the sheath. 

Hah. Seas of India to the Malay Archipelago ; growing to 71- 
inches in length. 


721. (6.) Genes poeti. 

Gerres poeti, Cuv. ^ Val H. N. Poiss. vi, p. 468 : Bay, Fisk India, 
p. 100, pi. XXV, fig, 1 (see synon.). ' 

Mungav, Marathi. 
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D.9/10. P.15. A. 3/7. 0.17. L. L 40. L. tr. 6/11. 

Length of head 4|, height of body 3 in the total length. 
Eyes diameter 2| in length of head, § from end of snout, and 1 
apart, Fi'nis—tYiQ second and third dorsal spines compressed and 
somewhat arched, the second slightly the longer, and equal to the 
length of the head excluding the snout. 8econd anal spine the 
strongest, and differing but little in length from the third, which is 
three fourths of the height of the second dorsal ; caudal forked. 
<^o?oMr~silvery, with a dark edge to the dorsal fin, and the outer 
edge of the caudal greyish ; spots along the base of each dorsal spine 
and ray, and more or less distinct lines along the rows of scales on 
the body. 

Eah. Eed Sea, east coast of Africa, seas of India, Malay Archi- 
pelago, and beyond ; growing to at least 7 inches in lengtL 


722. (7.) Gerres lucidns. 

Gerres lucidiis, Cuv. Val, R. E, Poiss, vi, p. 477 ; Lay, Pish, India, 
p. 99, pi. XXV, fig. 6 (see synon.). 

D.9-10. P.15. A. 3/7. 0.17. L.1.40. L.tr.5/10. GjEc.pyL3. 

Length of head 4|-, height of body 3 in the total length. Eyes — 
diameter 2| in length of head, § to | from end of snout, and 1 
apart. Preopercle entire. Pins — dorsal spines of moderate 
strength, the third slightly the longest, equal to length of head 
behind middle of orbit ; second anal spine stronger, but generally 
rather shorter than third, which is a little longer than the third 
dorsal ,* caudal forked. Scales — dorsal sheath rather more developed 
than anal ; a few scales over the caudal. Colour — silvery, an in- 
distinct vertical dark band over the nape, and three more below the 
dorsal fin; snout black; fins canary-yellow, dorsal dark-edged 
with a black margin ; a row of dark spots along the dorsal spines 
and rays at half their height ; caudal grey-edged, the inferior caudal 
lobe with a very narrow white lower edge and a white tip. 

As this fish increases in length the height of the body diminishes 
proportionately. 

Hah, Seas of India to the Malay Archipelago and China. This 
is the most common Indian species, visiting the coasts in enormous 
numbers. 


723. (8.) Gerres limbatus. 

Gerres limbatus, Cuv, ^ Val, H, N, Poiss. vi, p.476; Lay, Fish 
India, p. 100 (see synon.). 

Nga-^wet-sat, Arracan. 

D. 9/10. P. 15. A. 3/7. 0. 17. L. L 35. L. tr. 4/10. 

Length of head 4, height of body 3| in the total length. Eyes 
— diameter 3 in length of head, | from end of snout, and 1 apart, 
dorsal spines not very strong, the third shghtly the longest, 
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and equal to length of head behind middle of orbit, the last spine 
nearly equal to half the height of the rays ; second anal spine much 
the strongest, but slightly shorter than third, which nearly equals 
second dorsal ; caudal deeply forked. Scales — numerous fine scales 
over caudal fin. Colour — silvery, with a dark margin to the dorsal 
and anal fins, and a spot on each spine and ray of the dorsal fin 
about its middle. 

Hab, Seas of India } 5 inches in length. 


29, Genus PENTAPEIOlf, Bleeker. 

Syn. Clara, Gill. 

This genus has the inferior pharyngeal bones separate, and differs 
from Gerres in possessing 14 or 15 rays in the dorsal fin ; 5 anal 
spines, and 13 or 14 rays. 

724. (1.) Pentaprion longimaanis. (Fig. 164.) 

Equula longimanus, Cantor, Catal, p. 162 (/. A, S. JS, xviii, p. 1134). 
Pentaprion longimanus, Bay, Fkh. India, p. 101, pi. lii, tig. 6 (see 
synon.). 

B.vL B. 9-10 (11)/(14) 15-16. P.15. A. 5/13. 0.17. L. 1.40. 

^ Length of head 4§, heigh t of body 3| in the total length. Eyes — 
diameter 2^ in length of head, | from end of snout, and 1 apart. 



Fig. 164 . — lentaprwn longimanus* 


Lower prcopercular edge serrated. villiform in the jaws ; 

vomer and palate edentulous. Fins — dorsal spines weak, the first 
very short, the second one-third the height of the third ; second 

anal spine the longest; upper caudal lobe the longer. Colow 

silvery, with a silvery str>pe from the eye to the base of the caudal 
nn. 

Hah. Madras to the Malay Archipelago. 
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bohar (Lutjanus), 477. 
bola (Barilius), 352. 
Bombay duck, 412. 
boopis (Ohela), 366. 
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cantoris (Ooilia), 390. 
capense (Scyllium), 31. 
Oapoeta, 316. 

Carassius, 283. 
Oarchanas, 7. 
Oarcharudflc, (5. 
Oarehariina, 7. 
earnatious (Barbus), 305. 
Carps, 213, 238. 
Oat-hshes, 99. 

Oatla, 287. 

carasius (Macrones), 156. 
(Glyptosternurn), 

cenia (Gagata), 208. 
ce^halus (Osteoebilus), 

oeramensis (Apogon), 

ce^lonensis (Perilampus), 

Ohaca* 111. 

Ohacina, 111. 


chacunda (Ohatoessus), 
386. 

chagunio (Barbus), 299. 
chalybeatus (Osteoebilus), 
273. 

Ohanina, 403. 

Chanos, 403, 
chapra (Olupea), 376. 
Ohatoessina, 386. 
Ohatoessus, 3^. 

Ohela, 361. 

chihuoicles (Barbus), 304. 
Ohilodipterus, 601. 
Chiloscylhum, 34. 
Chirocentndse, 368. 
Ohirooentrus, 368. 
chitala(Notopterus), 407. 
ehcerorhynohus (Acan- 
thopsis), 218. 
chola (Barbus), 317. 
Ohondropterygii, 2. 
choram (Belone), 419. 
chrysea (Rita), 167. 
chryseuB (Macrones), 148. 
chrysochlorua (Schizo- . 

thorax), 262. 
chrysopoma (Barbus), 
301. 

chrysops (Lanio), 367 
chrysopterus (Barbus), 
<o29. 

chrysotmma (Liifciaiius), 
470. ^ 

cbrysozoiia (Cmsio), 633. 
cihatuB (Scolopsis), 626. 
oinoticauda (Nemachilus), 
233. 

oinctum (Diagramina), 
617. 

cii^reus (Murtwiesox), 

Cirrlima, 277, 
cirrhosa (Oirrhiua), 277. 
Olarias, 114. 

Olanina, 114. 
clavatus (Barbus), 300, 
Olupea, 370. 

Olupeidm, 369. 

Olupema, 370. 
clupeoides (Ohela), 366. 
Oobifcidin^, 214. 
ooctochinensis (Silurus), 

coila (Ailia), 134, 

Coilia, 396. 

colubrinus (Ophichthys), 
96. 

columns (Rhinobatus), 
44. 

(Ambassis), 

4oo. 
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commersonianus (En- 
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dario (Botia), 216. 
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dussumieri (Labeo), 262. 
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252. 

Eels, 72, 86. 
elanga (Rasbora), 336. 
Electric rays, 44. 
elhoti (Apogon), 497. 
ellioti (Oarcbarias), 15. 
elongata (Pellona), 380. 
elongatus (Erethistes), 
207. 

Elopina, 401. 

Elops, 401 . 

Engraulina, 388. 
Engraulis, 388. 
eregoodoo (Bicerobatis), 
62. 

Erethistes, 203. 
erytbrurua (Serranus), 
450. 

esooinus (Scbizotborax), 
254. 


Esunculus, 73. 
Euglyptosternum, 202. 
Eutropiiebtbys, 127. 
evezardi (Barilius), 352. 
evezardi (Nemacbilus), 
226. 

evolans (Exocoetus), 429. 
Exoccetus, 428 
Exostoma, 108. 

falcarius (Arius), 182. 
far (Hemirhampbus), 
424. 

fario (Salmo), 404. 
fasciatus (Apogon), 494. 
fasciatus (Serranus), 448. 
Fierasfer acus, 73. 
filamentosus (Barbus), 
333. 

filamentosus (Qerres), 
537. 

filigera (Pellona), 380. 
fimbriate, (Olupea), 373. 
fimbriate (Murana), 79. 
fimbnatus (Labeo), 258. 
fiavimarginata (Mursena), 
80. 

flavo-casruleus (Serranus), 
448. 

fluviatilis (Liocassis), 164. 
Elying-fisb, 428. 
fossilis (Sacoobranchus), 
125. 

frenatus (Apogon), 493. 
fulungee (Cirrbina), 280. 
fulviflamma (Lutjanus), 
475. 

fulvus (Lutjanus), 468. 
furcatum (Pristipoma), 
510. 

furcatus (Exoccetus), 429. 
fusca (Apua), 223. 
fuscoguttatus (Serranus), 
454. 

Gagata, 207. 
gagora (Arius), 185. 
Gmaxias, 4Q5 
Galaxidae, 405. 
Galeoeerdo, 19. 
gangetica (Silundia), 145. 
gangeticus (Oaliicbrous), 
130. 

gangeticus (Oarcbarias), 

Gar-fish, 418. 
garua (Pseudeutropius), 
141. 

gatensis (Barilius), 849. 
gelius (Barbus), 327. 
Genyoroge, 463. 
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georgii (Hemirhamplius), 
424. 

Gerres, 535. 

Gerrina, 634. 
geto (Botia), 216. 
ghanam (Scolopsis), 522. 
gibbus (Lutjanus), 477. 
gilberti (Serranus), 44C. 
Ginglymostoma; 32. 

^ (ApogoE), 498. 

waternum, 195. 
gobioidea (Scbizotborax), 
252. 

Gold carp, 283. 
gongota (Somileptes),219. 
goniosoma (Barbus), 302. 
gonius (Labeo), 261. 
goongwaree (Pseudeutro- 
pius), 137. 
gora (Chela), 362. 
gracilis (Nemacbilus), 
237. 

Grammistea, 460. 
granulatus (Rhinobatus), 
42. 

griseum (Diagramma), 
617. 

Grystina, 603. 
guentheri (ITemachilua), 
228. 

guganio (Barbus), 328. 
guho (Macrones), 161. 
guutea (Lepidocephalich- 
tbys), 2 ^ 0 . 

guoraoa (Pristipoma), 
612. 

guttatiiB (Barilius), 361. 
guttatus (Nemacbilus), 
237. 

guttatus (Serranus), 457. 
gymnocephalus (Ambas- 
Bis), 489. 

Gymnomuraeiia, 84. 

balavi (Rhinobatus), 43. 
bamiltonii (Engraulis), 
389. 

bamrur (Priaeantbus), 
482 

Hapalogenys, 613. 
Haploobilus, 416. 
hara (Eretbistes), 204. 
Harpodou, 411. 
hasseltii (Diissumieria), 
399. 

basta (Pristipoma), 610. 
bastata (Rita), 168. 
Hemigaleus, 18. 
bemiodon (Oarcbarias), 
12 . 

Hemirbampbus, 422. 


Herrings, 369. 
bexa|onatus (Serranus), 

bexagonolepis (Barbus), 
305, 

bexasticbus (Barbus), 808. 
Hilsa, 376. 

bistrionica (Botia), 218. 
hoalius (Cyprinus), 361. 
hoerenii (Pellona), 382. 
hoeyenii (Serranus), 449. 
liolocentrum (Priaean- 
tbus), 482. 
Homaloptera, 242. 
buegelii (Schizotborax), 
252. 

byala (Opbichtbys), 95. 
byalosoma (Apogou), 
500. 

Hypostomatina, 105. 

ilisba (Olupea), 376. 
imbricata (Trygon), 52. 
indica (Pellona), 3ol. 
mdicum (Obiloscylliura), 
34. 

indicus (Engraulis), 394. 
indicus (Galaxias), 405. 
indicus (Notidanus), 30. 
indicus (Saurus), 409. 
indicus (Scopelus), 413. 
innominatus (Barbus), 
315. 

interiTiedius (Scbizo- 
tborax), 252. 
interrupta (Ambassis), 
487. 

irre^laris (Scaphiodon), 

itchbeea (Gagata), 209. 

jahngarah (Lutjanus), 
474. 

japonious (Synagris), 527. 
jarbua (Terapon), 505. 
jatius (Arius), 186. 
jaYanensis (Monopterus), 
70. 

jaTanica (Rhinoptera), 61 . 
jaya (Aspidoparia), 339. 
^ella (Arius), 187. 
jerdoni (Barbus), 312. 
jerdoni (Biscognathus), 
247. 

jerdoni (Eretbistes), 206. 
Jerdonia, 223. 
johnii (laitjanus), 470. 
jorab (Chela), 36l. 

kammalensis (Engraulis), 


kanagorta (Olupea), 377. 
kapirat (Hotopterus), 
406. 

kasmira (Lutjanus), 468. 
kawrus (Labeo), 272. 
keletius (Macrones), 160 
Ketengus, 188. 
kolus (Barbus), 319. 
kontius (Labeo), 264. 
kulilii (Dicerobatis), 63. 
kublii (Trygon), 52. 
kiinzei (Olupea), 372. 

Labeo, 256. 

labiatutn (Exostoma), 1 08. 
labiatus (Schizotborax), 
252. 

Labyrinthici, 09. 
ladaceusis (Nemaobilus), 
232. 

Isevis (Mustelus), 24. 
Lamna, 26. 

Lamnidss, 25. 
lamta (Discognatbus), 

lanceolatus (Serranus), 
460. 

Lates, 440. 

latia (Oirrinna), 279. 

laticaudus (Oarcbarias), 

9. 

laticeps (Olyra), 122. 
latifasciatus (Serranus), 
442, 465. 

laubuca (Perikmpus), 
360. 

leiogMter (Oliipoa), 372. 
lemniscatus (Lutjanus), 
470. 

leopardus (Serranus), 
457. 

Le^ooepbalicbtbys, 

Leptooepbalus, 72. 
lepturus f Uroconger),89. 
lesobenaiutii (Pellona), 
383. 

leucopbasis (Macrones), 
158. 

Leuoopsarion petersii, 
406. 

leucopterus (Hemirbam- 
pbus), 423. 

leuootflenia (Scolopsis), 
624. 

leTenensis (Salmo), 404. 
lile (Olupea), 374.^ 

limbatuB (Gerres), slo. 
limbatus (Hemirbam- 
pbus), 4m 
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iineatum (Diagramma), 

Iineatum (Euglyptoster- 
num), 202. 

lineatus (Ohilodipterus), 
502. 

lineatus (Haplocbilus), 
416. 

lineolatus (Apogou), 499. 
lineolatus (Lutjanus), 
469. 

Liooassis, 162. 
lioglossas (Lutjanus), 
473. 

Hthopidos (Barbus), 310. 
liura (Belone), 420. 
Loaches, 214. 

Lobotes, 619. 
lonah (Q-lyptosternum), 
196. 

longicaudata (Olyra), 

121 . 

longiceps (Olupea), 373. 
longimanus (Pentapnon), 
540. 

longipirmis (Schizo- 
thorax), 252. 
longirostris (Hemirham- 
phus), 423 

lophioides (Ohaoa), 111. 
louti (Yariola), 469. 
lucidus (G-erres), 539. 
lunulatiis (Lutjanus), 475. 
Lutjanus, 463. 

maoclellaudi (Semiplo- 
ius), 281. 

macloti (Oaroharias), 12. 
maorocephala (Morin- 
gua), 98 

macrodon (Ohilodipter- 
us), 501. 

macrolepidotus (Barbus), 
316. 

Macrones, 146. 

macronotacanthus 
(Anus), 184. 
macrophthalmus (Oal- 
lichrous), 132. 
maorura (Mursena), 81. 
maculata (Homaloptera), 
243. 

maculata ( J erdonia), 223. 
maculata (Myliobatis), 69 
maculalum (Pnstipoma), 
610. 

maculatus (Diptycbus), 
255. 

maculatus (Serrauus), 

447. 

maculosus (Apogon), 497 . 


madras (Lutjanus), 480. 
madraspatanum (Q-lyp- 
tosternum), 200. 
magur (Clarias), 115. 
mahecola (Barbus), 328. 
Mahseer, 308, 
malabaricus (Arius), 183. 
malabaricus (Barbus), 
314. 

malabaricus (Oalli- 
ehrous), 133. 
malabaricus (Daiiio), 
355. 

malabaricus (Engraulis), 
389. 

malabaricus (Lutjanus), 
466. 

malabaricus (Macrones), 
160. 

malabaricus (Spratel- 
loides), 400. 
malleus (Zygsena), 22 
manazo (Mustelus), 24. 
mangois (Amblyceps), 
123. 

manminna (Obatoessus), 
386. 

marginatus (Dules), 503. 
marginatus (Lutjanus), 
478. 

marginatus (Trygon), 54. 
marmorata (Qymnomu- 
rsena), 85. 

marmoratum (Scyllmm), 
31. 

marmoratus (Nema- 
cbilus), 235. 

Matsya, 292. 

Megalopa, 402. 
megaloptera (Pellona), 
382. 

melanampyx (Barbus), 
316. 

melanopterus (Oarcha- 
rias), 14. 

melanospilos (Trygon), 
56. 

melanostigma (Barbus), 
320. 

melanostigma (Belone), 
418. 

melanostigma (Haplo- 
obilus), 415. 
melanura (Olupea), 378. 
meleagris (Mursena), 76. 
melettma (Amblypharyn- 
godon), 292 

menisorrah (Oarcharias), 
16. 

mento (Exoccetus), 431. 
Mesoprion, 463. 


microcephalus (Opbich- 
thys), 95. 

microcephalus (Sohizo- 
thoiax), 252. 
inicrolepis (Ambly- 
pharyngodon), 291. 
microphthalmus (Labeo), 

268 

microphtbalmus (Ma- 
crones), 154. 
micropogon (Barbus), 

304. 

micropogon (Scbizo- 
thorax), 252. 
microps (Saccobranchus), 
125. 

mieropterus (Exoccetus), 
429. 

micrura (Pteroplatea), 

66 . 

militaris (Osteogeniosus), 
190. 

miniatus (Serranus), 456. 
mino (Batrachoeephalus), 
192. 

modestus (Barilius), 345. 
modestus (Obatoessus), 
386. 

modestus (Discognathus), 
247. 

modestus (Semiplotus), 
281. 

mokarran (Zygaena), 23. 
mola (AmblypharjTi- 
godon), 291, 

monoceros (Nemaehilus), 
227. 

monogramma (Scolopsis), 
522. 

Monopterus, 70. 
montanus (Macrones), 

169. 

montanus (Nemachilus), 
230. 

morar (Aspidoparia), 

338. 

Monngua, 97. 

morrhua (Serranus), 453. * 
motius (Pellona), 381. 
mrigala (Cirrhina), 278 
mulleri (Oarcharias), 11. 
miilleri(Qinglymostoma), 
33. 

multifasciatus (Nema- 
chilus), 231. 

multitasniatiis (Apogon), 
491. 

Mursena, 74. 

Mursenesox, 90. 
Mursenicbthys, 92. 
Mursenidse, 72, 
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murius (Paeudeutropius), 

139. 

murrayi (Oarcharias), 16. 
Mustelina, 23. 

Mustelus, 23. 
Myliobatidge, 67. 
Myliobatis, 68. 
myops (Anabassis), 488. 
inyops (Saurus), 409 
Myriodon, 461. 
mystax (Engraulis), 390. 

ualua (Ambassis), 486. 
nama (Ambassis), 484. 
nandiiia (Labeo), 258. 
Nangra, 210. 

Narcme, 45. 

narinari (Aetobatis), 59. 
nashii (Scaphiodon), 285. 
nasus (Obatoessus), 387. 
nasus (Scbizothorax), 
252. 

nebulosa (Botia), 216. 
nebulosa (Muraana), 83. 
nebulosa (Saurida), 411. 
nehereus (Harpodon), 
412. 

neilgberriensis (Banio), 
357. 

neilli (Barbus), 314. 
neilli (Osteochilus), 274. 
ueilli (Robtee), 340. 
nella (Anus), 184. 
Nemacbilicbthys, 223. 
Nemacbilus, 224. 
nenga (Arius), 173. 
nieimofii (Myliobatis), 
58. 

niger (Lutjanus), 465. 
niger (Sohizotborax), 252. 
nigra (Murasna), 84. 
nigrescens (Labeo), 269. 
nigricans (Apogon), 492. 
nigr^pmnis (Apogon), 

nigripinnis (Labeo), 271. 
ni|^]^asciatus (Barbus), 

nigrofasciatus (Banio), 
359. 

nobilis (Sohizotborax), 
252. 

Notacanthidse, 68. 
Notidanidee, 29. 
ITotidanus, 29. 
Kotopteridse, 406. 
Notopterus, 406. 
notostigma (Nemaobilus), 

nuita (Labeo), 270. 
E’uria, 334. 


obesus (Carcbarias), 26. 
obesus (Trisenodon), 26. 
oblongus (Gerres), 536. 
obtusus (Trifisnodon), 26. 
oculatus (Macrones), 156. 
Odontaspis, 27. 
ogilbii (Robtee), 342. 
oliyaceum ( Pristipoma), 
509. 

Olyra, 120. 

operculare (Pristipoma), 
512. 

Opbicbtbys, 94. 
Opbiocephalidfie, 99. 
Opisthopterus, 383. 
orbicularis (Apogon), 
500. 

Oreiniis, 248. 
orientale (Biagramma), 
516. 

orientalis (Qrammistes), 
460. 

orientalis (Opbichlhys), 
96. 

orientalis (Salmo), 404. 
ornatissirnus (Opbieb- 
tbys), 97. 

Osteochilus, 273. 
Osteogeniosus, 189. 
oxianus (Salino), 404. 
oyena (Gerr^), 688. 

pabda (Oallicbrous), 183. 
pabo (Oallicbrous), 132. 
panohax (Haplochilus), 
417. 

Pangasius, 142. 
pangia (Acantbophthal- 
mus), m 

S ’a (Labeo), 266. 
iiius (Serranus), 

' 451. 

parrab (Barbus), 317. 
parvipinnis (Arius), 177. 
parvimentata (Rita^ 
167. 

paTonaceus(lSfemacbilu8), 

226. 

pectinatus (Pristis), 39. 
pectinopterum (Glypto- 
stemum), 201. 

Pellona, 379. 

Pentapnon, 640. 
Pentapus, 629. 

Perches, 436. 

Percidss, 436. 

Percina, 446. 

Perilampus, 369. 
perrotteti (Pristis), 38. 
petersi (Hapalogenys), 
513. 


petersi (Saiirenebelys), 
92. 

petersii (Leucopsarion), 
406. 

pheeops (Seolopsis), 621. 
pbulo (Chela), 365. 
pbutunio (Barbus), 327. 
rhysostoini, (50. 
picoides (Biagramma), 
519. 

picta (Munvna), 82. 
pictuiii (Biagramma), 
518. 

pictus (Abysis), 193. 
pinjalo (Oeesio), 532. 
pinnauratus (Barbus), 
301. 

Pla^osfomata, 3. 
plagiostomus (Oreinus), 
260. 

planifrons (Scbizotbor- 
ax), 262. 

Platyrbina, 47* 
platystomus (Arius), 183. 
pleurotaenia (Barbus), 
802. 

Plotosina, 112. 

Plotosus, 112. 
pcecilopterus (Exocce- 
tus), 430. 

poeti (Gerres), 638. 
polleni (Serranus), 466. 
polyzona (Mursena), 83. 
porcellus (Labeo), 263. 
rorobroncbus, 73. 
potail (Labeo), 264. 
rriaoanthina, 481. 
Priaeanthus, 481, 
PristidsB, 36. 

Pristipoma, 608. 
pristi^ma (Aprion),633. 
Pristipomatma, 608. 
Pristis, 37. 

pr^stus (Sohizotborax), 

Psammoperca waigiensis, 
440. 

Pseudecbeneis, 106. 
Pseudeutropius, 130. 
pseudotbyrsoidea (Mu- 
r®na), 79. 

Psilorhynchus, 244, 
Pteroplatea, 66, 
Ptydbobarbus, 264. 
puokelli (Barbus), 32L 
Puffta, 1^. 

pulohellus (Barbus), 811. 
pulcbellus (Nemacnilua), 

Pullah, 376. 
punctata (Mursena), 77. 
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punctata (Nangra), 212. 
punctatofasciato (Mu> 
rscna), 78. 

punctatum (Diagramma), 
518* 

punctatus (Ailiichthys), 
135. 

punctatus (Barbus), 326. 
punctatus (G-rammistes), 
461. 

punctatus (Maorones), 
153. 

punctatus (Scbizothorax), 
252. 

punjabensis (Barbus), 
331. 

punjabensis (Chela), 365. 
puntio (Barbus), 334. 
Puntius, 324. 
puraya (Engraulis), 393. 
puta (Therapon), 505. 

quadrifasciatus (Apogon), 
494. 

quadrifasciatus (Dat- 
nioides), 534. 
quadrigesimalis (Ooilia), 
397. 

quadrilineatus (Thera- 
pon), 507. 

quinquelinearis (Lutjan- 
us), 479. 

quinquelineatus (Ohilo- 
dipterus), 502. 

Baconda, 384. 
radiolatus (Barilius), 
346. 

Baiid», 47. 

raitaborua (Moringua), 
98. 

rama (Jjiocassis), 163. 
ramcarati (Ooiha), 396, 
ranga(Ambassi8),485. 
Basbora, 335 
raynen (G-aleocerdo), 20. 
Bays. 35. 

reba (Oirrhina), 279. 
rerio (Banio), 358. 
reticularis (Muraena), 78. 
reynaldi (Ooilia), 396. 
reynaldi (Hemirham- 
phus), 425. 

rhabdophorus (Sisor), 
105. 

Bhinobatidss, 39. 
Bhinobatus, 42. 
Bhinodon, 29 
Bliinodontidae, 29. 
Bbinoptera, 60. 
Bhynmobatus, 40. 


BhynehobdeUidae, 68 
richardsonii (Oreinus), 
250. 

Bita, 164. 

ritcheana (Schizothoras), 
252. 

rivulatus (Bentex), 525. 
rivulatus (Luijanus), 471. 
rohita (Labeo), 262 
Bohtee, 339. 
roseiginnis (Barbus), 

roseus (Luiganus), 472. 
rubidipinnis (Nemachi- 
lus), 226. 

rubrostigma (Haploehi- 
lus)) 416. 

rueppelli (Neinachilich- 
thy8),224. 

rueppellii (Muraena), 77. 
rupicola (Nemachilus), 
229. 

russelliana (Baconda), 
384. 

rutilans (Aphareus), 530. 

Sable fish, 376. 
Saccobranchus, 124. 
sagor (Axius), 178. 

Salmo, 404. 

salmoides (Serranus), 
452. 

salmoneus (Ohanos), 

403. 

Salmonidae, 404. 
sandkbol (Thynnich- 

thys), 289. 

sangiensis (Apogon), 500. 
sarana (Barbus), 300. 
Sardine oil, 373. 
sardinella (Chela), 363. 
sathete (Muraena), 77. 
Saurencnelys, 92. 

Saurida, 410. 

Saurus, 408. 
sairrus (Elops), 401. 
Savona (Nemachilus), 
234. 

Saw-fishes, 36. 
Scaphiodon, 283. 
Solnzopygopsis, 251. 
Schizothoracinse, 248. 
Schizothorax, 252. 
schonleinu (Platyrhma), 
47. 

schultzei (Mursenioh- 
thys), 93. 

Scolopsis, 520. . 
Scombresocidse, 417. 
ScopelidsB, 408. 

Scopelus, 413. 


Soylliidae, 30. 

Scyllium, 30, 
sebse (Lutjanus), 465. 
seenghala (Macrones), 
150. 

Selachoidei, 3. 
semiarmatus (Nemacbi- 
lus), 229. 

Semiplotus, 281. 
semipunctatus (Serra- 
nus), 452. 

sephen (Trygon), 50. 
Serranina, 441. 

Serranus, 442. 
serratus (Arius), 180. 
setifer (Cerres), 536. 
setirostris (Engraulis), 
391. 

sexfasciatus (Serranus), 
449. 

shacra (Barilius), 346. 
Sharh-fisheries, 5. 

Sharks, 3. 

Sharks’ fins, 3, 5. 
sillaoo (Lutjanus), 473. 
Silundia, 144. 

SiluridsB, 99. 

Silurina, 118. 

Silurus, 118 
smdensis (Olupea), 374. 
sindensis (Labeo), 271. 
sindensis (Oallichrous) 
130. 

suiuatus (Nemachilus), 
228. 

sinuatus (Oreinus), 248. 
Sisor, 105. 

Skates, 35. 

sladeni (Pellona), 383. 
sladoni (Chela), 363. 
Smaris, 531. ^ 

Boboma (Oorica), 378. 
soho (Oyprinus), 361. 
Somileptes, 219. 
sona (Arius), 179. 
sonnerati (Serranus), 

457. 

sophore (Barbus), 309. 
sorrah (Oaroharias), 12. 
spallanzanii (Lainna),26. 
spallanzanii (Leptocepha- 
lus), 72. 

spilopterus (Nemachilus), 
235. 

spmosus (Danio), 355. 
spinulosus (Barbus), 311. 
Spratelloides, 400. 
Stegostoma, 33. 
stevensonii (Barbus), 313. 
sthenocephalus (Osteo- 
geniosus), 191. 
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Btigma (Barbus), 320. 
Sting rays, 48. 
stoliczkse (Exostoma), 110. 
sfcoliozkm (Labeo), 260. 
BtolioztsB (Nemachilus), 
235. 

stoliczkse (Schizopygop- 
sis), 251. 

stoliczkm (Serranus), 445. 
stoliczkanus (Barbus), 
326. 

Stomias, 73. 
Stomiasunculus, 73. 
straobeyi (Barbus), 300. 
striatum (G-lyptoster- 
num), 200. 

striatus (Nemachilus), 
>230. 

striatus (Synagns), 526. 
stridens (Pristipoma), 
508. 

strougylura (Bdone), 421. 
subroatratus(Arius), 178. 
Bulcatus (Pseu^iecbousis), 
107. 

sumatranus (Arina), 176. 
summana (^rranus),453, 
surinamenais (Loblotss), 
519. 

sykesii (Pseudoutropius), 
140. 

sykesii (Siluudia), 144. 
Symbrancbidse, 67. 
S^braBtcbma, 70. 
Symbraaiohus, 71. 
Synagris, 526. 

taakree (Pseudeutropius), 
138. 



Taeniura, 65. 
talabon (Mum^esox), 90. 
talabojQoides (IMCwfiBne- 
BOX), 91. 

'iartoor (OjMaopterus), 
384. 

ta±y (Eagraulis), 393. 
tewa (]&graci]ls), 392. 

* telchitta (tSIrlyp'teo^r- 
num), 199. 

Teleostei, 64. 
temminckii (Oaroharias), 
17. 

tengana (Gagata), 210. 
tengara (Hamrouas), 156. 
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